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As a Malawian citizen, it is your birthright to 

VOTE! Further to this, you need to register since 
all registered voters arc entitled to votc. 
Registration is open to every citizen of Malawi 
residing in the alTected constituencies who intend 
to vote in the three constituencies fulfilling the 
following:-
• Those who have attained the age of 18 years or 
they will tum out 18 years on the Polling day. 
• Those having registered in the 1994 
Parliamentary and Presidential Elections and their 
registration certificates have been lost or defaced 
or torn. 
." And for t,hose who were 18 years in 1994 but 
did not register. 
In this-regard, registration is not open to people 
who have good registration certificates. It is your 
right as well as your civic duty to register as a 
voter and thereafter to verifY that you have realy 
been registered so that any error or ommssion 
about your registration is corrected. 

hlhere till 'IIIU halle III lillie 7 
;J) uring the forthcoming By-elections there will 

be many polling stations as illustrated on page 4 
spread out in the three constituencies ie Rumphi 
West,Blantyre City Central and Machinga North. 
These polling stations as you might have already 
noticed are schools but they might as well be 

community halls, 
MCDE centers and 
the like. For you to 
recognise one of such 
places, ~ may be 
through posters or 
signs. Such a polling 
station will be the one 
you had previously 

registered at and your name appears in its 
particular voters roll. Should you go to a wrong 
station, you will not be allowed to vote as your 
name will not be in their voters roll. And as it has 
already been announced, polling (voting) is on 
19th November, 1996 in all the three 
constituencies. Voting hours are as from 6 o'clock 

in the morning up to 6 o'clock in the evening of 
the same day. For you, dear voter, to vote you 
need to be at the station within the specified voting 
hours otherwise you will not be able to vote. 

Important People in the 
Voting System 
r n this much talked ahout By-elccrions. there will 

be a numher of people whom you should he 
familiar with like:-

Retllrning Officer - A person in-charge 
of a constituency in a particular district who is 
appointed hy the Electoral Commission. 

Presiding Officer - A person in-charge 
of a polling station and is appointed hy the 
Returning Officer. 

Other Election Officers - One that 
checks your registration certificate and your Ilamc 
on the voters roll, One that checks your hands to 
sec if you have already voted at some other place 
before, One that will ask you to deep your finger 
into indelible ink, One that is responsible for 
giving you the ballot (VOtillg) paper and show 
you where to vote (hoo//I), Counting Officers 
come ailer the voting is over to now count the 
votes casted. 

Security Officers - Responsible for 
security at thc center. 

Party MonitorsiRepre.tentatives - These 
arc appointed and sent by their partics/interest 
groups to ohservc the whole voting process. 
And for you to identify all these officers, it is so 
easy as they will all be wearing official badges to 
ide:ntifv themselves. 

Returning Officers Appointed! 

The Electoral Commission has appointed Returning 

Officers for the By·Elections as from 9th September, 
1996. Their names are Messers Olirwa, Mtika and H.B. 
Potani. They are District Magistrates for Rumphi, Blantyre 
and Machinga respectively. 
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i:At1~~~A~~f~Q~IH~~HAi~R~~~Qfii;ji 

Welcome to the first edition of By-electioDl, As you know, we are 
all increasinglly caught-up extensively in the coming By-Elections. 
These elections, as you know have spawned challenges and 
opportunities for voters and politicians alike. Many Malawians are 
now able to exercise their political voice by voting for candidates 
of their choice. However, many otherwise well informed people 
find it hard to understand what exactly is involved in the electoral 
process. Understanding the process, the governing electoral law 
and our rights can help to achieve free and fair elections. 

This Newsletter is an attempt to make that task of understanding 
easier.1t is designed to be general in nature so as to cover a wide 
variety of electoral processes. It is designed to assist those who feel 

they need to know more about the electoral process that we are all 
involved in. It should also help the following target audience: 
candidates, individuals, political parties and their supporters, and 
civic organisations. 

Good luck as you prepare for the coming by-elections. 

From the Chaiperson 

Justice Anastasia Msosa 
. (Jvfalawi Electoral Comission) 

POLLING PROCEDURE I 
~--=---------, 
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Make an Informed 
Choice 
lind ""I ItIhal Ihe 
Candidales tan d" I'" 'I"" 
The candidate that gets elected on 19th 

November. 1996 will be part of your life 
for some years to come until the next 
Election. Each and every decision that 
he/she makes or contributes to in the 
National Assembly will affect you 
directly or indirecly . In this regard. it is 
essential that you do your homework 
nicely before the morning of 19th 
November. 1996 when you arc finally to 
make your choice of your Member of 
Parliament . Your vote will help 
determine the quality of the MP who will 
represent you in the National Assembly. 
In this regard. it is right and proper for 
you to make some cnqurics ahout 
himlher, attend their campaign meetings 
thereby making an informed choice. 

The Role of the Media in 
the By-Election 

Malawi. the media consists of the 

public media which includes the radio 
and numerous newspaper we sec on the 
streets as well as the mass 
commilllicntion of political parties during 
their political campaigns. Therefore the 
role of the media is to do n mnnhcr of 
vital things during the coming by­
elections like: 

to inform the public Il'1itlifll/~v 
and without laking sides ahoul all the 
by-election is.Hles; explain impol'llllll 

point.'i .weh as when ami where to 
register as well as votinx dates; report 
all by-eJection injbrmation InalJ/unv 
and in a balanced manner; cate"!or 
illiterate people by making ample usage 
of pictorial material like photographs 
and drawings. 

Eligibilty to Stand as 
a Candidate in the 

By-Elections 

Every Malawian Citizen whether 
representing a political party or 
as an indep-cndent, is elig!blc to 
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stand as a candidate in the 
forthcoming' Parliamentary by­
elections slated for 19th 
November, 1996.This Malawian 
Citizen should have attained the 
age of twenty one years(21). 
He/she is able to speak and read 
the English language well enough 
to take an active part in the 
proceedigs of the National 
Assembly. He/she is a registered 
voter in a constituency. 

* 

Requirements for 
Nomination of 

Candidates 

10 stand in the forthcoming by­

elections in Rumphi West, 
Blantyre City Central and 
Machinga North Constituencies 
on 19th November, 1996 a 
candidate should ensure among 
other things that: 
hl'/she obtains a nomination paper 
iJrom the Returning Officer before 
the Nomination Dtry (5th Nov, 96), 
His/her nomination has been made 
lry 10 (ten) registered voters in the 
constifuent:y ht!/she intends to stand 
as a candidate and each of these 
nomenees has signed the 
nomination paper; the candidate 
has endorsed his/her consent to the 
nomination; has specified the 
abbreviation of his/her name and 
distinctive symbol to appear on the 
ballot paper In conjuetion with 
his/her candidature; has evidence 
or statutory declaration that ht!/she 
is able to speak and rend the 
English language well enough to 
take an active part in the 
proceedings of the National 
Assembry; has/he.. evidence or 
identity that ht!/she is t1.e person 
nominated; has the receipt for 
his/her deposit as a candidate; and 
seeks ndvice of the Returning 
Officer regarding the condition of 
his/her nomination paper and 
supporting documents before 
Nomination Very - 5th Nov' 961 

* 

RIGHTS AND DUTIES OF 
REPRESENTATIVES OF 

POLITICAL PARTIES 

Political parties have a right: -

to be treated with due respect and 
consideration by all persons 
adminstering the registration of 
voters and by the representatives 
of other political parties. They also 
have a right to request and obtain 
information on actions relating to 
the registration of voters and to 
inform the Electoral Commission 
on complaints and appeals about 
irregulaties in the registration of 
voters. 

WmLlwlw ... in IIw new.C,ller, Il.al you 

luwe 10 vole al Il.e .Ialion wlwre you 

are "'''I"lereJ Sf ~ou do nol know 

tii/wre 10 reg"ler Il.e in/o,malion I.ru 
at.cu4 ken p{wed on tl.e radio and 
11.. new.paper. w. luwe in IIw 

rounl"'J. So·dwek will. tlwm tall you 

have not heard or jeen lheJe celliro.:J a 

I. Katowo F.P. School 
2. Mwazisi F.P. School 
3. Bolero F.P. School 

.4. KamphendaF.P. School 
5. Chisinde F.P. School 
6. Chanyoli F.P. School 
7. Nkhozo F.P. School 

" 

8. Zolokerc F_P. School 
9. Chisimuka 1'.1'. School 
10. Chankharamu F. P.School 
II. Lundu 1'.1'. School 
12. Luviri F.P. School 
13. Chikawawa 1'.1'. School 
14. Bowe 1'.1'. School 
15. Luhono F.P. School 
16. Bululuji F.P. School 
17. Jumbi F.P. School 
18. Kaduku 1'.1'. School 
19. Kabulufu 1'.1'. School 
20. Kanyenjcre F.P. School 
21. Chilinda F.P. School 
22. Thazima 1'.1'. School 
23. Phangala F.P. School 
24. Vuvu F.P. School 
25. Chirambo F.P. School 

I. Blantyre Girls F.P. School 
2. Makata F.P. School 
3. Ndirande F.P. School 
4. Nyambadwe F.P. School 
5. Namalimwe F.P. School 

I. Njcse School 
2. Ulongwc II School 
3. Namanolo School 
4. Namalomba F.P. School 
5. Mpilisi F.P. School 
6. Chcmbera School 
7. Chendausiku School 
8. Balaka L.EA School 
9. Khwisa School 
10. Nkhondc School 
II. Mpiniumodzi School 
12. Liwondc School 
13. Ngwengwc School 
14. Mzirnundilindc School 
15. Ngasale School 
16. I3inoni School 
17. Nambira School 
18. Kaweya School 
19. Chilanga School 
20. Kapandatsitsi School 
21. Chisongwe School 
22. Ntalikachao School 
23. Mwae School 
24. Misu School 
25. Kafulafula School 
26. Mkamwana School 
27. Ulongwe I School 
28. Mponda School 
29. Zam'mimba School 
30. ToIC7.8 School 
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SAFEGUARDS FOR FREE 
AND FAIR BY-ELECTIONS 

3n the coming by-elections as well as in any other 

election, there are a number of controls put in place 
with a view to achieve a free and fair election. Among 
several of such controls, here we will highlight such 
safeguards as the lectorallaw, tolerance as well as 
the voters' role. 

• Electoral Law 
In our Election Regulations, it is an offence to interfere or try 
to interfere with the smooth running of the election. Such 
offences that are listed in these regulations concern the 
following areas:-
Interfering with election proceedings, Interfering with the 
right to vote in secret, Pressurising a voter in any way, 
Bribery, Personation, Interfering with election related 
material, Interfering with free political activity as wel1 as 
Publishing false information. 

• Tolerance 
In a nutshell, tolerance can be said to mean the willingness 
to listen and put up with a different point of view, even if it is 
in opposition toy your own. It does not mean that we all 
have to agree, but rather that we are free to disagree 
without the threat of violence. So in this way it means that 
there will always be political competition thereby acquiring 
us to settle our political differences by debate and dialogue 
and not by threats and violence! 

• The Voters' Role 
for the success o\,maintaining the young Democracy of 
our land, it is the voters themselves who have such a task. 
You are therefore encouraged to protect yourselves 
against being misled, deprived of your rights or even 
intimidation. To achieve this is by being aware of your 
rights, the principles on which the elections are being run, 
of the positions and policies of the candidates and by 
turning up on the 19th of November, 1996 to cast your votes. 
If the contrary happens, whereby the results are unfair, 
influenced by fraud, rigging or intimidation or poor 

By-Elections 

administration, the chances of having the representative 
of your choice, will be reduced. So to avoid that we should 

the 

As it w~re in tilt! 

During the 1994 Parliamentary General Elections, for 
interest, the results Were as follows:-

RumphiWest 
Registered Voters: 14,515 

Luhanga 

K. V. Nyasulu 
C. D. Mkandawire 
K.C. Mfune 

Party Votes Scored 

AFORD 18396 
MCP 1652 
UDF 1176 
MDP 272 
UFMD 184 

Machinga North 
Registered Voter.f : 59,494 

Name of Candidate Party Vot .. Scored 

A.S.A. Itimu UDF 42589 
F.D, Dula Phiri MCP 
L.S. Chimbetete AFORD 
B. Y. Molland MDP 

Blantyre City Central 
Registered Voters: 31,830 

M'mangitsa 

Mrs. L. Maganga 

Party 

UDF 

AFORD 
MCP 

3891 
1818 
185 

Votes Scored 
20863 
3478 
2858 
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Ell",t(Jral Commission Section 61(2) 
Parliamentary and Presidential Elections Act, may 

prescribe a Code of Conduct to be complied wilh every 
political party in conducting its campaign in an 

election. In this Code there are a number of objects 
which are outlined as below> 
• The object of this Code shall be to promote condrtions 
conducMo to the conduct of a free and fair election, and a climate of 

democratic tolerance in lMlich political activity may take place v.ithout 
fear of coercion, intimidation or reprisals. 
• All registered parties and other persons bound by 
this Code shall endeavour to promote rts object in order to enable 
li-ee political campaigning and open public debate to take place in all 
or some parts of the RepUblic of Malav.i throughout the election 

period. 

• Registered Parties and Candidates further commit 
themselves:- to give v.ide publicrty of this Code; to comply v.ith all 

the Electoral Laws and Regulations currently in force; to extend all 

necessary help and cooperation to law enforcing agencies throughout 
the election process; to extend full cooperation to the Electoral 
Commission and 8ection Officials in order to guarantee the integrity 
of the election and to ensure that safety and securrty are maintained 

throughout the election; to promote unbiased voter education 
campaigns; to condemn 'v'iolence and intimidation; to instruct their 
candidates, office bearers, members and supporters accordingly; 

generally to affirm the rights of all participants in the elections; to 
canvass freely and safely for membership and support from voters; 

to allow and tolerate express ion of divergent polrtical and other 
opnions; to freely and honestly debate and contest the policies 
programmes of other parties; to hold public meetings; to attend 
public meetings convened by others; to distribute Electoral Literature 

and campaign materials; to publish and distribute notices and 
advertisements; to erect banners, placards and posters; to promote 

free electoral campaigns by all lawful means. 

• All those bound by this Code in terms of Section 61 (2), 

shall throughout the election period give effect to the follov.ing 
undertakings and stipulations:- publically and repeatedly condemn 
violence and intimidation, and to avoid the use of language or any 
kind of action lMlich may lead to violence or intimidation ,lMlether to 
demostrate party strength, gain any kind of political advantage ,or for 

any other reason; to refrain from any action involving violence or 
intimidation; to ensure that arms or weapons of any kind are not 

carried or displayed a~olitical meetings or in the course of any 
march or other event of polrtical nature: to refrain from holding 

campaign meetings :-i)within premises of milrtary unrts or police 
stations. ii)public instrtuions, workplaces and educational instrtutions 

during normal working hours and period of classes respectively; to 
rew.ain li-om campaigning in any public place unless the polrtical party 
h~ notified the District Commissioner in wrrting ,v.ith a copy of such 
notification to the Officer -in-charge of Police and lbe Returning 
Officer of that Constituency; to refrain from publishing or repeating 
false ,defamatory or inflammatory allegations concerning any person 
or party in connection v.ith the election; to do nothing to impede the 

~:'- ,.-. 
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democratic right of any party,through iI's candidates canvassers and 

representative to have reasonable access to voters for the purposes 

of conducting \Qter educaation, convassing membership and soliciting 

support; to discourage, and if possible, prevent the removal, 

disfigurement or destruction of political materials of any party; to 
retrain trom offering any inducement or reward to any person either 
joining or not joining party, attending or not atending any political 

event, voting or not voting (erther at all. or in any particular manner). 
or accepting, refusing or withdrawing such person's nomination as a 
candidate in the election; to refrain from any attempt to abuse a 

posrtion of power. previlege or influence. including parental. 
patriarchal or traditional authority, for political purposses, including 

any offer of reward or threat of penalty: to avoid any discrimination 
based on race, sex, ethnicity. class, gender or religion in connetion 
v.ith the election and political activity. 

... 9n ,.,lali.on 10 /1.., "tcloml f''OC"J.i 

To monitor the registration activities concientiously and objectively 
through accredited political party representatives and monitors; to 
cooperate and avoid unjustified interference in the work of 
registration officers so that registration activities proceed normally 

and smoothly: to cooperate and assist polling officials in their duties to 

ensure peaceful and orderly polling; to cooperate v.ith election 
officials in the counting of votes; to avoid all activities which amount 
to corrupt practices during voting and counting of votes: to refrain 
from exhibting any form of propaganda. campaign material or 
advertisement inside a polling station or v.ithin a radius of 100 meters 
outside a polling station; to refrain from procuring voters by forcible 

occupation of polling stations or through illegal activrties in the polling 

station; to reli-ain from disturbing the congenial and peaceful 
atmosphere for an election through spreading untrue and motivated 

rumours: to avoid v.ithdrav.ing of voter registration certificates by 

force. intimidation, through gifts, or gratifications v.ith an intention of 
increasing 'vOtes or reducing 'vOtes for opponent candidates; to refrain 
wom issuing snatched or fake registration certificates to the electorate 

who have lost their certificates or did not register in order to rig 
elections. 

.In ,.,lalion 10 lit, C,mntiJJion 

To aknowedge the Commission's authority in the conduct of the 

election; to implement its orders and directions; to co-operate in 

the official investigation of issues and allegations arising during the 

election period; and to take all reasonable steps to ensure the safety 
of representatives of the Commission from exposure to insult hazard 
or threat in the course of their official duties; to accept the final 
outcome of the election and the Commission's declaration and 
certification of the results. 


