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I THE UNIVERSAL DECLARATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS

Article 1
All human beings ara born free and equal in dignity and rights. They are endowed
with reason and conscience and should act towards one another in a spirit of
brotherhood.

Article 2
Everygne is ‘entitled to all the rights and freadom sef forth in this Declaration,
withoul’ distinction of any kind, such as race, colour, sex, language, religion,
political or other opinion, national, or social origin, property, birth or other status.
Furthermaore, no-distinction shall be made on the basis of the political, jurisdic-
tional or international siatus of 1he country or territory 1o which a person belongs,
whether it be |ndependenl {rust, non-self - govarnlng or under any Dth rlimitation
of sovereignty.

Article 3
Everyone has Ihe rlghl to life, liberty and security of person.

Article 4
No one shall be held in slavery or servilude: slavery and the slave {rade shall be
prohibited in afl their forms.

Article 5

..No one shall be subjected to torture or 1o cruel, inhuman or dagrading iraalment

or punishment. .

Article &
Everyone has the right to recognition everywhere as a person before the law.

Article 7
All are egual before the law and are entitied without the discrimination to equal
protection of the law. All are entitled to equal protaction against any against any
discriminalion in viciation of this Daclaration and against any incilement to such
discriminalion. .

Article B
Everyone has the right 10 an effeclive remedy by the compe!ent national tribunals
for acts violating the fundamental rights granted him by the constitution or by law,

Article 9
No one shall be subjected 1o arbitrary arrest, detention or exile.

Article 10
Everyone is entitled in full equality to a fair and public hearing by an independent
and impantialiribunal, in the determination of his rights and obligations and of any
criminal charge against him. .
“Article 11 T
1. Everyone charged with a penal offence has the right to be presumed innocent
until proved guilly according to law in a public trial at which he has had all the
guarantees necessary for his defence.
2. No one shall be held guilty of any penal offence, under national or international
law, at the time when it was committed. Nor shall a heavier penally be imposed
than the one ihal was applicable at the time the penal offence was committed.

Article 12
No one shall be subjected to arbitrary interlerence with his privacy, family, home
or correspondence, norto altacks upon his honour and repulation. Everyone has
the right 1o the proteclion of the law against such interference or allacks.

Article 13 .
1. Everyone has the right to freedom of movement and residence within the
borders of each state,
2. Everyone has the right 1o leave any country, including his own, and te'return
1o his country.

Article 14
Everyone has the right o seek and 1o enjoy in other countries asylum from
persecution. This right may not be invoked in the case of perseculions genuinely
arising frem non-polilical crimes or lrom acts contrary to the purposes and
principles of the United Nations.

i Article 15

1. Everyone has the right 1o nationality.
2. No ane shall be arbitrarily deprived of his pationality nor denied 1he right 10
change his nationality.

Article 16
1. Men and women n of full age, without limitation due to race, nahunallty or religion;

- have the right to marry to found a tamily. They are entitled to equal right as to

marriage, during marriage and al its dissolution,
2. Marriage shall be entered into enly.with the free and {ull consent of tha intending
Spouses.
3. The family is the natural and fundamental group unit of society and is entiteld
fo protection by society und the State.

Article 17
1. Everyona has the right 1o own property alone as well as in association wilh
others.
2. No one shall be arbitrarily deprived of his property.

Articte 18

————

includas freedom 1o change his religion or befiei, and freedom. either alone orin
community with others and in public or private, te manifest his refigion or beliaf in
teaching practice, worship and observance.

Article 19
Everyone has the right to ireedom of opinion and expression; this right includes
freedom to hold opinions without interference and to seek, receive and impart
information and ideas through any madia and regardless of {rontiers.

Article 20 R .
1. Everyone has the right to freedom of peaceiul assembly and associalion. -
2. No one may be compelled to belong to an association.

. Article 21
1. Everyone has the right to take part in the government of his country, directly or
through freely chosen representatives.
2. Evaryone has the right 10 equal access to public service in hns country.
3. The will of the people shall be the basis of the authority of government; this will
shall be expressed in periodic and genuine elections which shall be by universa!
and equal suffrage and shall be held by secret vole or by equivalent free voimg
procedures.
) Article 22 .

Everyone, as a member of society, has the right to social security and is entitled
1o realization, through national effort and inlernational cooperation and in accor-
dance with the organisation and resources of each State, of the economic, social
and cultural rights indispensable for his dignity and the free development of his
personality.

Article 23
1. Everyone has right 1o work, to iree choice of gmployment, lojust and favourable
conditions of work and to protection against unemployment.
2. Everyone, without any discrimination, has the right to equal pay 1or equal work.

-3. Everyone who works has the right1ojust and favourable remuneralion ensuring

for himsel! and his family and exislence worthy of human dignity, and supple-
mented, if necessary, by olher means of social protection.
4. Everyone has lhe right to lorm and 1o join trade unioris for the protection of his
igterests.
- Article 24 i
Everyone has the right 1o rest and leisure, ‘including reasonable limitation of
working hours and periodic holidays with pay.

Article 25
1. Everyone has the right to a standard of living adequate for the health and wall-
being of himse!f and of his family, including food, clothing, housing and medical
care and necessary social services, and the right to securily in the event of
gnemploymanl. sickness, disability, widowhood, old age or other lack of livelinood
in circumstances beyond his control,
2. Motherhood and childhood are entilled to special care and assistance. All
children, whether born in or out of wedlock, shall enjoy the same social protection.

Article 26
1. Everyone has the right 1o educalion. Educalion shali be free, at least in the
elementary and fundamental stages. Elementary education shali be compulsory.
Technical and professionat education shall be made generally available and
higher education shall be equally accessible 1o all on 1he basis of merit.
2. Education shall ba directed to the {uil development of the human personality
and to the strengthening of respect tor human rights and fundamental freedoms.
It shall promote understanding, tolerance and friendship among all nations, racial -
or religious groups, and shall further the aclivities of the United Nations for the
Maintenance of peace.
3. Parents have a prior right 1o choose the kind of education that shall be given
10 their children.

Article 27
1. Everyone has the right ireely participate in the culiural lile of the community,
1o enjoy the arts and to share in scientific advancement and ils benefils.
2. Everyone has the right to the prolection of the moral and material interests
resulting from any scientific, literary or anrtisitic production of which he is 'Ihe
author,

Article 28
Everyone is entitled to a social and inlernational order in which the rights and
freedoms set forth in this Declaration can be fully realized.

Article 29
1. Everyone has duties to the community in which alone the tree and fuil
development ol his personality is possible. ~
2. In the exsercise of his rights.and ireedoms, everyone shall be subject only lo
such limitations as are determined by law salely for the purpose of securing due
recognilion and respect for the rights and freedoms of others and of meeling the
just requirements of moralily, public order and the general wellare in a democratic
sociely,
3. These rights and freedoms may in no case be exercised contrary lo the
purposes and principles of the Unilad Nations.

Article 30
Naothing in this Declaration may be interpreted as implying for any State, group,
perscn any right to engage in any aclivity or 1o perform any act aimed at the
destruclion of any of the rights and Ireedoms sel forth herein.

Everyone has the right to freedom of thought, conscierl:l_ce and religion; this right
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THE PARADOX OF REPARATICN

he demand for reparation to Africa for the several dec-
ades of ravenous exploitation has gathered a good mo-
menum. One needs only to take a peep into history to
discover the enormous inexpiable crimes committed against
Africans which came in form of outright plunder of the conti-
nent, in terms of raw materials and other mineral and natural
resources, and the suffocating domination and subjugation of
the people accentuated by the obnoxious trafficking of Afri-
cans as slaves.
in fact, some historians have attributed the dismal showing
of African Countries in socio-economic and political spheres

By Felix Morka

1o the historical dislocation inflicted by the scramble and
partition of the continent. It is the view of the protagonists for
reparation that a continent that was the arena of nearly a
century of torture and deprivations, unrivalled by no other in
history and comparable perhaps, only to the Biblical account
of the captivity of the Israelites in Egypt and the Nazi mas-
sacre of Jews in gas chambers, for which the latter have
become recipient of reparation in expiation of the crimes
committed against the jewish race, is no less qualified for
such reparatory payment.

However,the campaign for payment of reparation to Africa
by the colonialists seems to have glossed over or completely
relegated 10 irrelevance the conspiratorial role played by
some Alrican Chiefs in aiding and abetting the rape of the
continent by foreign powers. For as little as a bottle of gin or
a keg of gun powder (signifying the white man’s magic), these
chiefs sold out their kinsmen as slaves into the whiteman's
plantations. Similarly, some of them allowed themselves to be
used by these invaders to instigate inter-tribal wars 10 create
a troubled atmosphere conducive to the taking of war prison-
ers who were later sold out into slavery.

The attainment of political independence by most African
countries came, with it the hope of total emancipation of
African peoples from the shackles of foreign domination.
Lamentably, this hope has been seriously truncated by a
complete failure of the leadership required to lift the continent
from the throes of poverty, hunger and disease to an egalitar-
ian society envisioned by the liberation efforts, as the white
overlords were immediately replaced by an even more vi-
cious breed of local tyrants, whose despotic and dictatorial
cravings have left the colonial masters with a feeling of
generous benevolence towards Africa.
These leaders have presided over the persecution, massacre
and enslavement of their own people, in some cases, with
greater venom than that recorded by the colonialists.
Names such as Mobutu Sese Seko of Zaire, Idi Amin of
Uganda, Kamuzu Banda of Malawi, Arap Moi of Kenya, Siad
Barre of Somalia and others, immediately spark oft bitter
reminiscences of horror, pain and anguish in people who

have the exceptional misfortune of being citizens of their
respective countries.

On the economic {ront, they have showed themselves
grassly incompetent and incapable of managing their na-
tional economies, in spite of the abundance of human and
mineral resources. Corruption and looting of the public treas-
ury have remained the pastiime of these rulers, some of who
are reputed to be richer than the countries they lead and
whose foreign accounts are fat enough to defray the several
billion dollars of foreign debt.

It is from the perspective of this historical paradox that we
considerthe question of reparation somewhatnaive. Repara-
tion to who and for what? Assuming, reparation is something
to be paid and is in fact paid, is it to these African leaders who
have no business with public accountability and probity and
who see power as their birth right and are prepared to spill the
last drop of their blood in defence and consolidation of their
positions, irrespective of the wishes of their people? Or is it
leaders who have mortgaged their respective countries to for-
eign creditors all in the name of securing credit facilities?
Where is the guarantee that whatever is paid to Africa as
reparation will be genuinely applied for the benefits and de-
velopment of the peoples and continent of Africa and will not
gotheway of allthe wealthofour nations? [tis simply perplex-
ing to know the huge amount of capital that has been pumped
into Africa by way of external aid and loans, quite apartfrom
the gross national product of these countries, without a com-
mensurate increase in the standard of living and develop-
ment.

If we understand reparation in this context to mean some form
of atonement for a wrong done to a people, then we are
asking our erstwhile colonial masters to dojustice and equity
to Africa. But | dare say that our leaders must first demon-
strate that they are no strangers to justice and fairplay in the
allocation and distribution of their national wealth. African
leaders must tharoughly and repentantly purge ourselves of
base instincts and end exploitative lifestyles- trade marks of
colonialism.

I submit therefore, that any talk about reparation should begin
with the vital necessity of internal reparation. African leaders
should first pay back their ili-gotien wealth stashed away in
banks, at home and abroad. This way they would have
eloquently and categorically expressed their revulsion and
despise for colonialism and all its manifestations. It is only
then that we can justifiably and confidently demand repara-
tion from our colonisers. Afterall, it is said that charity begins
at home.

Felix Morka is the Head of Legal Services
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FIVE POLICEMEN AHRESTED FOR
EXTORTION

Five Policemeninciuding an Inspector were arrested in Augustby the
Lagos State Police Command for allegedly extorting money from ex-
patriates based in Nigeria.

Briefing newsmen on the 16th of August, 1992, the state's Deputy
Police Commissioner, Mr. Yekini Adeoye, said thal the arrest was
hased on reports givento the Inspector-general of Police, Alhaji Aliyu
Attah on foreigners guests paying “toll” to these policemen 1o avoid
harrassments.

According to the Deputy Commissioner, the arrested menmounted
their illegal road block along Oshodi-Apapa road, a busy area in

Lagos, through which foreigners coming from Murtala Muhammed’

International Airportpass. The men, Mr. Adeoye said, were undergo-
ing trial.

This brings to 13 the number of policemen arrested in the last two
months for extorting money from members of the public. In July, eight
policemen were similarly arrested at the Mile 12 area of Lagos State
by the State’s Police Command for extomng money from Commercial
drivers. ’

17 POLICE CHIEFS HELD FOR EXTORTION

Seventeen Police officers in Edo State Police Command have been
arrested for aliegedly extorting money from suspecits.

The State's Police Commissioner, Mr. Ralph Osanaiye, who dls-
closed this to newsmen on September 11, 1992 in Benin, the state's

capital stated that the officers were being queried by a new Police De--

partment, set up to fish out bad eggs in the force.

The suspects, whose names were not disclosed, were alleged to

have seized the lawful property of some individuals, under the pretext
thatthey were stolen propertyin a bid to extort money from the victims.

Also, some police officers were arrested for leaking information
aboutinformant to suspects for an undisclosed amount. One of thern,
the Police boss said, was nabbed for leaking information to a suspect
in a case he was handiing, while one, woman Inspector and three
other senior officers were arrested for extorting money from 5uspects
before granting them bail.

Two other inspectors and one constable were also plcked up for
.allegedly demanding consultation fee before handling complaints
reported to them in the charge room, Mr. Osanaiye said.

TWO UNICAL STUDENTS KILLED

Two students of the Calabar Polytechnic in Cross River State were
feared dead and three others severely injured as aresult of a violent
clash between the students of the Polytechnic and a contingent of the
mobile police on Thursday, August 27.

“he clash according to Newspaper reports, began when the Mobile
Police in Calabar, the state capital, maved into the campus to send
the students packing and 1o retrieve about 13 vehicles seized, over a
period of two days by the students of Cross River State origin in the
Schaol, who were demanding for the payment of their 1992 annual
bursary award from the state government.

When the mobile police moved in, the students who were sup-
posed to be having theirlectures, came outshouting thattheywere
not going to vacate the campus, as their semester examination
was at hand, but the police stepped up thelr efforts by usung the
tear-gas 10 force them out.

The students then left the campus and converged at the main
junction in front of the institution leading to the town and erected
barricade to prevent the police from moving to the town with the
vehicles. For about for hours, a tear-gas battle raged on betweer
the students and the police.

When the pclice later ran out of the tear-gas, they were said to
have used fire arms which left the two students dead and three
others tatally wounded. The names of the affected students were
however not known as at the time of going to press.

ARMY COLONEL KILLED AT CHECKPOINT

A Colonel in the Nigerian Army was on the night of September 6
shot dead by the police at a road block in Lagos.

The victim, Colonel Ezra Rindam of the Army Training and
Doctrine Command (TRADOC) in Minna, Niger State was return-
ing from a visit to an Army General in lkoyi, Lagos. On getling to
a police checkpoint on Herbert Macaulay road he was flagged
down by one of the policemen on duty, who ardered his driver to
park and the victim to getout of the car. But as he was stepping out
in response to the order, bullets were alleged'y pumped into him,
killing him on the spot. The Policemen later ook to their heels when
it dawned on them that their victim was an army officer,

Answering guestion from the newsmen on the issue, the Lagos
State Commissioner of Palice, Mr, Abdul Y. Adeoye confirmed that
the army officer was shot in cold blood. He added that the three
policemen implicated in the incident have been arrested. Follow-
ing speculations that soldiers were mobilising for a retaliatory

attack on the dismantling of all
police, the police road-
Inspector blocks nation-
General of wide on Sep-
" police, Alhaji tember?, 1892,
Aliu  Attah, apparently to
swiltly or- prevent an out-
dered the break of hostili-
immediate ties between the
' two,_  security

Late Col. Ezra Rindam

forces. The directive also ordered all Zonal Assistant Inspectors-

“General of Police (AIGS) to hold regular meetings with their state

Police Commissioners and Divisional Police Officers (DPQOs) to
map out interim security measures for the country.

The indiscriminaté killing of defenseless Nigerians by police-
men has continued 10 plague the society. In August, a-22 yearold
police constable, Mr. Oladejo, attached to the Oyo State police
command similarly shotdead one, Mr. Salisu Ajasainlbadan, the
state capital. In the same vein afinal year student of Government
Technical College Port Harcourt, River State, Mr. Uduak Harry
was gunned down by a policeman during a fracas at a foothall
match in July 1992.

leerty



OTHERS

KATSINA LEGISLATORS WANT POLICE
COMMISSIONER REMOVED

The Katsina State House of Assembly has called for the
removal of the State Police Commissioner, Alhgji Hanusa
Alijos, because of his alleged unpopular approach to security
matters in the stale.

The request came after a member of the house Mallam
Ibrahim Yadu, representing Mai’ Adua North constituency,
moved a motion for the commissioner's iransfer from the state.
During deliberation on the maotion, the legislators accused the
Commissioner of creating unnecessary panic among residents
of the state’s capital, citing examples of the recurring religious
riots caused by members of the Shiite Muslim Sectin the state.
The motion was unanimously adopted.

Consequently the State House of Assembly, appointed a six-
member Committee, headed by the majority leader, Alhaji Sani
Liti, to meet the state governor, Alhaji Saidu Barda whom, they
believe could help solve the problem as the Chief Security
Officer of the State.

PROBLEMS FACING THE POLICE FORCE:
POLICE BOSS CRIES OUT

The QOyo state police commissioner, Mr. James Dababa on
August 17, said that the facilities at his command were not
adequate for the force ta perform its duties effectively in an age
ot hi-tech crime.

Mr. Dababa expressed this concern during the Police Com-
munity Relation Committee (PCRC) meeting held at the
conference hall of the slate police headquarters, Eleyele,
Ibadan.

The police boss noticed that the force had been neglected for
long and was now in a sorry state trying to cope with the myriad
of problems militating against its operations. According to him,
“The yearly allocations for the police is not enough to cater for
five percentof the problems athand”, pointing out thatthe Oyo
state Police Command was owing the Nigerian Telecommuni-
cations Limited (NITEL) about N2million. Mr. Dababa said, “for
instance, if a member of the public calls for police assistance
while his neighbour is being attacked by hoodlums and the
police could not arrive on the scene &t a reasonable time, such
a caller would undoubtedly give his confidence to a dag rather
than the police”. This he attributed to the economic crisis facing
the country which has made the Federal Government not to
provide enough for the needs of the police thus compelling
them to look for help from members of the public through its
community relations committee.

POLICEMEN TO UNDERGO MEDICAL CHECK

The Inspector General of Palice, Alhaji Aliu Attah, has ordered
all police ofticers to undergo a comprehensive examination im-

mediately. The order, which came in the third week of
August, may not be unconnected with the sudden death of
a deputy Inspector General of Police {DIG) Alhaji Saminu
Dauraon August 15th, 1992. The latest casualty in the death
roll among police officers in the country was that of a police
officer in Delta State, who collapsed in his office and died.
Itwas also reported that as at the time of late Alhaji Saminu'’s
death, the body of an Assistant Commissioner of Police in
Oyo State was already in the mortuary.

POLICE ACCUSED OF KILLING
INNOCENT NIGERIANS

The president of the Nigeria Labour Congress (NLC), Mr.
Paschal Bafyau, accused the Nigerian Police Force of killing
more innocent Nigerians than armed robbers.

Speaking in Abeokuta, Ogun State Capital, at a three-day
Seminar of the Senior Staff Consultative Associafions of

Nigeria (SESCAN), the NLC hoss stated that “available

statistics/ data show that a large percentage of people were
kiled and brutalised via gunshots by the police than by
armed robbers”,

He therefore called for a re-organisation of the force
before the civilian fully take over, sb as to ensure a stable
third republic.

PSYCHIATRIC TEST FOR COPS

Officers and men of the Nigerian Police force wiill soon
undergo psychiatric test as part of efforts to find out why
some .of them are always quick on the trigger against
defenseless Nigerians.

Making this known at a news conference in Kaduna on
September 17, the force’s image maker, Mr. Frank QOdita
iold newsmen that the step is necessary to determine
factors responsible for the incessant killing of innocent
Nigerians by policemen.

In his words: We want to find out whether some of us have
psychiatric problem or whether it is frustration. He con-
ceeded thatthe deaths at checkpoints had notonly given the
police force bad publicity but had also become a source of
friction between it and the Nigerian public.

Speaking on the new security measures being putin place
following the withdrawal of policemen from check-points,
Mr. Odita promised that under the arrangement man-on-
ground and motarised patrol system by policemen would be
used

He also assured that resources-vehicles and motor-bikes
would be made available to all police commands nationwide
to ensure a successiul execution of the new security strat-

egy.




C. L O

I n the human realm, a child born
five years ago, given all unfore-
seen circumstances must have started run-
ning, jumping or sent off to school.
And s0 like the human child, the Civil liber-
ties Organisation (CLO) In its five years

BY: UGOCHUKWU OKEZIE

has putting human rights on the national
agenda.

Mr. Anselm Chidi Odinkalu, Coordinator of
Projects and Planning, looks back “the idea
behind setting up the organisation was purely
accidental”A fiash of insight so to speak.

" The thrust of CLO's activities, since its
birth, is hinged onits pristine aims and objec-
tives which says;- “The Civil Liberties Or-
ganisation is a non-govermnmental, non-par-
tisan and voluntary Nigerian human rights

" league. lts purpose Is the defence and the
expansion of the scope of the civiliberties of
all residents in Nigeria. This is pursued by
the investigation of human rights abuses
and the publication ‘of reports on them, as
well as the use of the law court to seek
redress for persons whose rights have been
violated"

Added to these laudable objectives is ils
zealous desire 1o rid our prisons of its mon-
strosity and murk which indisputably can
pass for a death and torture chamber.

In the last five years, the CLO has exposed
the plight of prisoners and the pathetic state
of those who are uniawfully detained either
via Decree 2 of 1984 (detention of persons
decree as amended). or by way of police
discretion 'and the popular awaiting trial
detainees. :

Also, in the last tive years, the Civil Liber-
ties Organisation (CLO) has taken the fight
to the Nigerian Police Force which has per-
fected the arn of extra-judicial killing of the
citizens itis paid to protect.

The killings of Dr. Nwogu lkere, the Dawodu
brothers, the Oko _Oba Seven, Elechi Igwe
and the recent felling of Colonel Ezra Rindam
in cold blood, among many others speak
volumes of the Nigerian Police Force vampir-
ish instincts. How especially with the acci-
dental dischamge and trajectory theories always
propounded by the Nigerian police, after
extermination of the life of innocent citizens.

“One mustnot forget too soon the jouney
to and exposure of the infamous ltz-lko de-
tention Island, a four-hourjourney from Epe
shores of the Atlantic Ocean and infested
with crocodiles, alligators, sharks, repliles

AT

and other dangerous forms of marine life"-
1988 annual reports of the CLO.

CLO has brought succour to many a de-
tainee. The case of the eleven kid robbers
whose sentences were recently commuted
to prison terms by the Governor of Lagos
Stale Sir Michael Otedola cannot be forgot-
fen too soon amongstinnumerable battles it
had fought {and still fights) over illegal de-
tention and incarceration.

It has foupght relentlessly to ensure that
basic freedoms and rights are guaranteed,
given that these freedoms are continually
and flagrantly being violated by the military
authorities.

An example was the closure of press
houses and detention of media personnel

Qlisa Agbakoba
Prasident of CLO

over the alleged complicity of the pressin the
April 22nd 1990 coup attempt by Major Gideon
Orkar. The Punch, Guardian and the Van-
guard, had a fair share of the soured milk;
inclusive Is the slam amang others on the so-
called radical activists.

In the same vein, freedom of association
and peaceful assembly which has been
consistently abused by way of repression of
frade unions, enchaining of academic free-
dom and students unionism have all come
under the ambit of the Civil Liberties Organ-
isation.

Women and children can now celebrate
with the Civil Liberties Organisation because,
the CLO has stopped at nothing in righting
ali the wrongs committed against these
section of humanity.

At least in September 1980, Nigeria for-
merly signed the United Nation convention
on the rights of the child at the end of the
world summit on the rights of the child be-
tween September 29th and 30th 1990.

One other area the Civil Liberties QOrgan-
isation has performed creditably well, is in
confronling abuses againstthe rule oflaw as
exemplified in the promulgation of absolutist
decrees, illegaf detention, visiting the iniqui-
ties of one person upon another (as in de-
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taining relatives’ of the April 22 coup sus-
pects), executive disregard of the due proc-
ess of the faw, infusion of ouster clauses in
decrees, the judiciary and judiciai com-
placence, death penalties and minors on
death row. .

Over the past five years, the CLO has filed
innumerable suits that traversed all aspects
of human rights violations, some of which
are still pending in different courts all over
the country; inclusive is free legal aid serv-
ices to members of the society who would
have relapsed into complacency because
they cannot afford the cost of litigation.

At present, itis doing a critical analysis of
the transition to Civil Rule Programme with a
view to ascertaining the how's, why's and
the relevance viz-a-viz the peoples exercise
of their political rights.

If there is one area the Civil Liberties Or-
ganisation has performed creditably weli, it

" isin exposing various human rights abuses,

the sensitising and conscientising of people
their rights and options available for seeking
redress.

Amongstits very notable publications are:-
"Human Rights Condition in Nigeria - Mid
year report for Novernber 1987 - May 1988;
Violations of Human Rightsin Nigeria _CLO
Annual Report for 1888; Human Conditions
in lkoyi Prisons -1989; Report on human
Rights in Nigeria - CLO Report for 1989;
Human Condions and Human rights Abuses
at the Kirkiri Maximum Security Prisons -
1990; special Raport on Decree 2 - 1990”

Others arg: “"Human rights Abuses in the
Refugee settfiement of the Displaced Ma-
roko people-A 1990 reporthinged onman’s
inhumanity to man; Human rights in Crisis -
October 1990; Don’t iet Them Die: Report
on the Detention Condition of the Twelve
Condemnead Kids - 1990, The Forgotien
Ones: Children Suffering mental iliness in
Benin City - October 1990 and “Behind the
Wall”; published in June 1991 which drew
the ire of the intemational community against
the Federal Military Govemment on the state
of the Nigerian Prison Systems.

The CLO also received loudest ovation
and accolades from the Intemational Com-
munity and Human Rights group, notably
the lawyers Committee in the US for the
1990 James Baldwin Award and the Am-
nesty Intemational for the aptness and de-
tails presented in * Behind The Wall".In
furtherance of its aims and objectives, the
CLO publishes a quarterly Joumal - “Lib-
erty” which plays a triple role as a human
rights educator, a disseminator of human

Contd on Page 10
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ORGANIZED human rights work in Nigeria is new. It's birthday is October 15, 1987. The first

product was the Civil Liberties Org
occurred quite by chance. It all began w

a long standing detainee, to our law firm in July 1987.

He requested we apply to the courts for bail
pending Joseph's trial for alleged armed rob-
bery. We accepted the case. We learned from

. Joseph that he was arrested in August 1980

and detained in prisan without bail or trial for
seven years. The conditions, he sald, were
unbearable. The food was unfit for human
consumption. Congestion was so bad that inmates
slapt in shifts; half stood while the others slept.
As many as three inmates died daily. On these
facts a Judge was able to grant him bail. Joseph

By Olisa Agbakoba l

regained his freedom. We were unprepared for
whatfollowad. We were inundated with appeals
from prison inmates who learned about our
work from Joseph. They wanted to be out toc.

Their cases were not too dissimilar. Long stay
in prison custody under inhuman conditions.
We realized we had to start organizing to meet
what was a major national problem. A faw office
was clearly inadequate. | then got together with
one other lawyer to found the C.L.O. Happily
the community of Human Rights N.G.O’s has
since grown, albeit slowly. There are now six
human right groups in Nigeria.

Our first problem was how to get organized
and raise funds. We realized the futility, on the
outset of canvassing for public contributions.
The environment simply did not exist for it.
There is no culture of giving for human rights
work in Nigeria. But the founders decided to
plod along. We had no firm idea on how to build
an organization, let alone runit. We simply took
on case after case and hoped for the best.
Success came early, not on account of any
particular etfort on our part. it was all duetoa
sympathetic Judge; {Mr. Justice I. Agoro) who
gave very many rulings releasing long standing
detainees from unlawful custody. Soon, we
began to make some jmpact. Therewas a lot of
media coverage particularly when the CLO
uncovered the existence of a Prison Island (Ita-
Oko Detention Camp) much like Robben Island
and Al Catraz.

Early C.L.O. work concentrated on the shrivelled
prisoners of fong standing. After making a suc-
cess of our prison litigation project, we were
ready for the controversial issues - administra-
tive detention laws, unconstitutionality of mili-
tary governments, fair trial for coup plotters,
corruption and political accountability. But we
¢till had some earning asindeed we still do. We
had the commitment but no tunds. This is truly
a major handicap for NGO's in Nigeria.

The first funding for the CLO came in the
shape of a small grant from The Nertherland
Institute of Human Rights (SIM). It covered of-
fice accommodation and basic equipment. |f
human rights menitoring will be effective itis of
first importance to have effective presence in
the area. A good spread at the grassroots helps
in reporting violations. The CLO has two re-

We also have active branches in States but this
is hardly enough to report human rights Viola-
tions across Nigeria’s 30 States. One of our
tasks is how to expand membership. it is very
difficult. People are not inclined tojain voluntar-
tly and we continually think up ways of sustain-
ing interest. A good approach is ta locate local
concerns and use it to mobilize new members.
it is effective to build the membership base
around relevant eivil and economic rights read-
ily understood by the community. Gne example
was about the tragic Maroko case; 300,000
slum dwellers lost their homes when the Lagos
State Goveérnment destroyed their community.
It became a great national issue and evoked
much cancern because the intention of the
government was to allocate the land to specu-
lators and developers.

We gave the government a hell of a fight over
thair action. We went to court in three separate
jurisdictions and finally obtained an injunction
from the Court of Appeal restraining re-alloca-
tion of Maroko land. The embittered slum dwellers
readily identified with our work for them. New
members poured in as they could empathize
with our cause. Special methods to reach the
large illiterate population are kept in view. Some
are street theater, illustrations, folk music and
s0 on. Atthis lime we are developing themes on
poverty and homelessness. It is possible to pin
down empowerment discussions on issues that
directly affect the recipients. Our networking
stralegy encourages members of the human
rights community to work together and stay
close knit. It enhances the voice. A striking
example occurred in July 1991 when the Fed-
eral Government shut down the Guardian
Newspapers for “sensational” reporting about
the murder of wo Polytechnic students by the
Police. Six Human Rights Groups filed suit
which established definitive guidelines about
executive interference with press freedom.
Collective action had effect.

Another good reason why members of the
human rights community must and do work
together is that it enables each group focus and
develop special skills and expertise. Limited
resources are well spraad and repetitive work
avoided. Then we had to think through some
strategies. We drew up a conslitution, elected
officers and went for members. We also thought
it would be a good idea to publish an annual
account of the human rights record in Nigeria.
The first volume was published December 1987.
We have followed on ever since. But we had a
bit of trouble with the authorities.over the first
annual report. We were arrested and detained
for four days for “activities inimical ta the Na-
tional Security”. It was the first jolt but we have
come to learn to deal with them. The govern-
ment has also accepted our presence, albeit
reluctantly. In 1988, the government denied our
application for funding from the Ford Founda-
tion. Happily, in 1989 the John Merck Fund of

anization (C.L.0.). The inspiration for Its conception
hen a journalist referred a case of one Joseph Odogu,

the U.S. and the Netherlands institute of Hu-
man Rights supported two projects. We suf-
fered a major problem in the sarly days. A key
member of the organization resigned on policy
difference. But the CLO survived. This has
allowed the CLO concentrate on campaigns
while yet others look at Human Rights Educa-
tion.

Another feature of our networking plan is get-
ting plugged into the Intemational Hurnan Rights
Community. This is so very important. The im-
pact of human rights work at the local levet is
limited by organizational scope and funding. So
it helps that we stay in close touch with the inter-
national community. This strategy proved use-
ful to me once. It was all about my detention by
the authorities on the night of June 8, 1990
because the CLO offered legal services to
people detained because of the military caup of
April 22, 1990. Our international network went
to work on the night | was detained. | was outthe
following morning when news of it was carried
by the BBC and VOA.

It is regretted that African NGO's are not as
effectively linked to one another as they should
be. There are lots of experiences that could be
shared.| am sure that it will enhance the African
democratization process. And so the CLO has
just conceived a link - the African Monitoring
Group {AMG) td enhance the many echoes into
ona joud voice.

CAMPAIGNS

One of the main products of campaigning is to
excavate viclations of human rights. If youwant
to bring an issue to the public glare, and keepit
on the front burner, sustained campaigning is
very effective. This creates impact. The CLO
prison project is ene good example. In 1987 no
one knew about prisen conditions but we forced
it on to the national agenda. Between 1987 and
now, ho less than 13,000 prisoners regained
their freedom on account of our work, The
publication of our book on prison conditions
(“Behind the Wall"} forced the government to
start looking at prison conditions very seri-
ously. The second great campaignthatthe CLo
waged {in coilaboration with two other groups)
was the “Campaign for Democracy™.

Anather illustration of the effect of campaigns
cencerned 12 persons sentenced to death for
their alleged role in the unsuccessful coup of
Aprii 1990. They were not given a fair trial. The
military trial was constituted in a manner that
did not guarantes fair hearing. Choice of coun-
sel was denied and the proceedings were con-
ducted in secret. The CLO alerted the public
that the 12 were to face a firing squad. interna-
tional pressure followed. Amnesty international
issued urgent action appeals. Happily the gov-
ernment commuted the death penalties to life
terms.

The campaign procedures are also used to
strengthen the democratizalion process. We
run an empowerment programme for the state
houses of parliament. The technique is simple.

gignal offices in Kaduna and Cross River States,
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Woe call attention to human rights concerns and
urge that legisiative action be taken in the form
of committee hearings and in some cases voles
of censyre against executive misconduct. We
have piaced before legislators diverse issues;
Police extra-judicial killings, the 12 kids on
deathrow, the plight of slum dwellers and soon.
We also urged that Human Rights Committees
be established in Houses of Assembly.

LEGAL RESOURCES

The legal resources directorate offers assis-
tance and representation in cases of human
rights violations. The central strategy is not
necessarily to win a case, The climate for
Judicial Independence is too stifling. Many decrees
oust the courts powers, So we use the instru-
ment of litigation to bring rights abuses to public
attention. The press is very circumspect to
report human rights cases for fear of govern-
ment reprisal but they show more willingness to
dothisif thereis a suit in court. At least they can
claim qualified privilege t{o report about public
issues. So litigating is really an extension of our
campaign techniques. But we do get favourable
rulings from the courts. | earlier refarred to the
newspapér case. | might also mention that the
CLO actively litigated on the matter of the coup
plottars of 1990. in one of the cases {Gloria
Mowarin vs The Nigerian Army) a court de-
clared the detention of the applicant, a girlfriend
of an alleged coup plotter, one Alex Aigbe,
untawful and unconstitutional. The government
held Gloria hostage because it could not find
Aigbe and reluctantly reteased her only after
the Court of Appeal chastised it.

In 1985, the prevantive detention law (Dacree
No.2) allowed the Military government detain
any person for 3 months without trial. But
following an avalanche of law suils {including
Gloria Mowarin} by the human rights commu-
nity the government was forced to amend the
law by reducing the period of detention to 6
weeks, Not abad result in a country wherethere
is no respect for human rights. The CLO filed 62
lawsuits in 1991, One of the cases was about
extra judicial killing of innocent paople by the
police. The situation was terrible. The police
wouid shoot people.and dump their bodies in
the public morgue. The practice was completely
out of hand until we started filing suits seeking
exhumation orders. We obtained a string of
decisions until the Inspector-General Police
was forced to issue orders to his men restricting
the use of firearms. Several obstacles exist in
the way of litigating issues. The pervading one
is the problem of locus standi (standing to sue).
Locus standiis athreshold issue. A personwho
has no standing cannot in fact commence pro-
ceedings. The concept of standing to sue is
extremely limited in Nigeria. This is because no
distinction is made between public intsrest and
private interest litigation. The doctrine of stand-
ingin private suits is understandably restricted
to persons who can show spacial damage. But
ifthis were applied in public law no human rights
organization could ever file suit for victims of
human rights abuses. This is one of the legat
obstacles we are seeking to overcome as it will
give us a wider latitude to intervens to protect
- human rights abuses. Public interest litigation
in Nigeria is often without impact if media
attention is not brought to bear on it. it is what
compels the authorities to watch out. So we

combine public interest litigation” with impact
journalism for the best results. We also use on
occasion, complaints procedures at the African
Commission for Human and Peoples Rights
although the resulls have been limited.

RESEARCH PUBLICATIONS ‘AND DOCU-
MENTATION

As the name suggests, Research Publica-
tions and Documentation is about fael finding
and documentation. Our documentation unit
monitors and reports on the human rights situ-
ation in Nigeria. The result is published annu-
ally. The 1990 annual report covered diverse
subjects as police abuse, prison conditions, the
military coup d'e tat, fundamental freedoms,
economicrights, women's and children's rights,
the rule of law, and the death penalty. The
raport enables the national authorities assess
their performance and provides the Interna-
tional Community with an agenda of action. The
regular quarterly newsmagazine of the CLO is
produced by the research unit. This provides a
forum for human rights ideals to be discussed.
It also reports the findings of studies which have
ne chance of publication in the regular papers.
it is useful that NGO's develop a mode of
communication where the regular newspapers
prove inadequate. Our Research Unit also pub-
lish books and journals to aid information flow
on human rights. The high point of our effort re-
mains our publication of Prison Conditions _
“Behind the Wall”. The government was forced
to take action when the Report was released.
5,300 inmates were granted Presidential am-
nesty to help decongest the prisons. Food al-
lowances were increased by 100%. We also
produce a journal on human rights law - the
Journal of Human Rights Law and Practice. We
have fiva books on different subjects coming
out this year and it is to be hoped that they will
play a strong part in the strategy to inculcate
human rights values in Nigeria.

SPECIAL PROJECTS
The special projects unitfocusses on classes of
rights that require special study. Some of our
special projects include the National Prisons
Project, Women's Rights project, Campaign for
Democracy project, and the Legal Assistance
Network. The impact of human rights work in
Nigeria is being increasingly felt. No govern-

.ment wants to be seen violating human rights,

We determine priorities by the level of abuses.
In 1987 we cancentrated onthe prisons. In 1990
we turned to the police. And we have since
focussed on politics and the democratization
process. But constraints remain.

POLITICAL ENVIRONMENT
The political environment is harsh for human
rights work in Nigeria. Military dictatorships do
not readily accommodate organized dissent,
The Nigerian government is no different and
show it in many ways:- banning orders against
union activities like the students and workers;
Proscription and closure of newspaper; mafi-
cious resecution of human rights campaigners,
harassment and detention of people and so on.
The government aiso censors movement, No
human rights campaigner was allowed to leave
the country until very recently, Sothe choice we
hava made is how to strike that balance be-
tween getting the job done and avoiding pro-

scription. Somatimes we are compelled to lsave
well alone very sensitive issues. The abortive
military coup of 1990 was one instance where
we threaded carafully. We tried as we could to
cover the very many problems about it without
affording the government the excuse they so
desperately want to take actlon against us. We
gol away with some bruises, harassments,
detention and the like but we survived it all. We
often play cat and mouse with the government
managing to keep one step ahead. The lesson
here is never give the authorities an opportunity
but do not also compromisa on policy principles.
Itis so very difficult,

LEGAL CONSTRAINTS
Emergency and administrative detention laws
remain the most effective constraint for human
rights work. The space {or work is ever further
restricted by a highly compromised and de-
pendent judicial system. Legat action on behalf
of victims of human rights abusés are not
generally considered seriously by Judges. En-
forcement of fundamental rights are severely
limited by exclusion clauses. A bill of rights does
not exist and thers is simply no respect for the
rule of law. Denial and cancellation of registra-
tion under the law is another weapon used by
the government to harass NGO's. Althoughitis
not mandatory to register a human rights or-
ganization under Nigerian law it enhance credi-
bility to be recognized as corporate entity. The
CLO was registered in 1987 but the license was
cancelled. We have not bothered to make an
issue out of it as we are perfectly entitled ta
carry on our work as an unincorporated asso-
ciation. Indeed one advantage is that we cannot
in fact be banned, The CLO is represented by a
body of five trustees and unless they all die at
the same timae, there is no way the government
can move against it. There is therefore some
point in not seeking registration but the choice
will be with the particutar NGO and the decision
of government.

Human Rights work is still in it's early stages
in Nigeria, Because of the pervading influence
of government, people are generally not in-
clined to support human rights activities. As |
said earlier there is no culture of support for
NGO work.in Nigeria. Support comes largely
from overseas - the development agencies and
the private trusts. We have no rea! problems
with this, although the government had tried to
discredit the human rights community during
the campaign against the nomination of Gen-
eral Obasanjo and Mr. Ajibola far Internaticnal
Public office. The government made an issue of
our funding sources. In a carefuliy planned
strategy to win public support, the government
questioned the loyally and commitment of the
human rights community to the national interest.|
was amazed at the high leve! of debatas in the
newspapers. Happily the human rights NGO's
wan handily. The attempt at subterfuge was
gone.

Human Rights work requires a lot of sacriflce
if it must be sustained in Nigeria. The only way
to prevent or at any rate resist violation of
human rights in Nigeria, as indeed anywhere, is
10 support the democratization process.

Being excerpts from a lectura deliveredby
Mr. Olisa Agbakoba In Aprill, 1992 at the

Novib Conference, at the Hague.
-~
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Continued from p7

rights news and a forum for the exchange of
ideas and opinions on human rights ques-
fions and as an in-house journal,

It also publishes aJournal of Human Rights
Law And Practice in Nigeria and Abroad - 2
legal exposition of human rights practices
and laws with contributions from notable
legal luminaries.

The Amnesty International -a similar hu-
man rights league relies heavily on CLO
reports for its annual reports of human rights
situations all over the world, “Index on cen-
sorship” based in the United Kingdom in its
various publications has also made exten-
sive use of reports by CLO and back home
one must not fail to mention the copious

CLO

AT

quotations of GLO reports by the Nigerian
Institute of Advanced Legal Studies in its
N.LA.L.S. Research Series No. 1 titled :
Human Rights And The Administration Of
Criminal Justice In Nigeria” This re-echoes
the claims of its President Mr. Olisa Ag-
bakoba that “CLO is the most effective
human rights group in Africa.”

Just like any other field of human en-
deavour, the CLO has its own peculiar prob-
lemns.

The President, Mr. Olisa Agbakoba ex-
plains: “We have tremendous problems of
Organisation, funding, commitment and
proper direction” but he has words of en-
couragement: “1 put all these as the prob-
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lems of evolution.” Adding Odinkalu said
“some of the problems are centered around
inadequacy of money to be as effective as
we wish to be, less cooperation from public
authorities (as sometimes many CLO ofii-
dals have been brutalized by security agents
while their travelling passports have been
seized by the agents of government.

Also, a pronouncement by the Vice-
President, Augustus Aikhomu when the
CLO was free summarises the disdain
the CLO is held by the government. In
hiswords “the CLO is agroup of self-ap-

Contd on page 12

T 0 understand the expedience of the pub-
lications from the Civil Liberties Organ-

isation {CLO) is to understand the objectives
and activities of the CLO.

In the five years of its existence, CLO has,
inspite of the paucity of resources, churned
cut volumes of publications aimed at sensitis-
ing_and conscientising the people of Human
Rights violations in Nigeria.

As inthe “Liberty”, the aims and objectives
of all CLO publications are woven round the
quest to disseminate human rights news and
exchange ideas and opinions on the human
rights question

Along this line of thought, the CLO has
published annual reports on the state of human
tights in particular years. The reports before
the 1990 edition though scanty covered hu-
man rights violations by the government, the
military, the State Security Service (SSS}and
by the police. It is most disheartening to note
that law makers are the greatest violators,
The 1988 edition exposed prisoners’ abuses
and also exposed the existence of a detention
island of Ita Oko which was created by the
Obasanjo regime.

The 1989 edition was on general violations,
arrests and detention without trial, extra-judi-
cial killings by the police, congested police
cells, torture in police cells and also the case
of children in prisons.

In 1990, a more comprehensive report was
written In this report, the ugly face of police
brutality was unveiled, gross abuses against
women and children in police custody, police
harassment at checkpoints and the hopeless,
overcrowded, squalid, brutal and dehumani-
sing state of the prisoners were also uncov-
ered..

Other aspects 4reated in the 1990 report
were: “in the shadow of April 22(the abortive
coup).Names of those detained and either re-
leased or executed were given. Freedom of
expression and press freedom” led us into
media houses being shut down and workers

detained for no reason than that they were con-
nected with their professional duties. There
was also “freedom of association and peaceful
assembly”. This affected certain assemblies in
the society: the trade union, academia, stu-
dents union, political associations and the tran-
sition programme,

The 1990 report also discussed extensively
the abuse of economic rights which was tied to
the abrupt withdrawal of subsidies on social
welfare schemes and unemployment, A situ-
ation where the poor was getting poorer and the
rich getting richer,

It went further to lend a support to women's
and children's rights given that this group of
human beings have had serious violations of
their rights to be.

Coming closely at its heels is the wanton and
reckless disregard for the rule of law by the
powers thal be, in what may be termed execu-
tive lawlessness, promulgation of absolutist
decrees laced with ouster clauses.

Fair comment was also made of death pen-
alty, giventhat those sentenced to déath are not
allowed the right to appeal against their convic-
tion and the issue of minors on death row.

Among tha quarterly publications, we have
“Journal Of Human Rights Law And Practice.
This journal is designed to “contribute to the
development and systemisation of human rights
jurisprudence panticularly in developing coun-
tries and to enhance mutual exchange of expe-
rience in human rights law and practice across
national boundaries. Volume 1 NO 1 and Vol-
ume 1 NO 2 are presently in circulation, Tied to
this, is the annual litigation reports from the
legal directorate.

Deserving mention is the explosive long term
work and the only book that has ever been
comprehensively written on the Nigerian male
prisons- BEHIND THE WALL, a 262 paged-
book published in 1991.

This is a thoroughly researched work which
exposes the state of male prisons in Nigeria.

“Behind The Wall" was a brilliant attempt at
not only knitting together all reports concerning

humans rights violations in Nigeria but also the -
unearthing of the hoerrendous dimensions of our
prison systems. From the gory details, we learn
that the reasons for which prisons were made
have shifted greatly from being reformatory or
rehabilitatory to being squarely, and purely pu-
nitive.

The book is broadly divided into two: part one
gives a description of the prison conditions,
testimonies of inmates as well as conditions of
service of Nigerian prison staff. in part two, we
see functions of prisons, their legal framework,
prisoners rights in Nigeria, prison reforms with
perspectives, possibilities and alternatives.
Conclusions reached and suggestions given by
the writer is found towards the end as weli as
turther details on the prisoners given in the ap-
pendices.

Also, the CLO through its Campaigns Direc-
torate now publishes a bulletin called "THE
CAMPAIGNER” which is geared towards let-
ting the people know their political rights and
when these rights are violated viz-a viz the
transition progamme. This is in collaboration
with similar human rights groups.

From "he Liberty” lo "the campaigner”, wé
seg the handwork and product of a team with
genuine concern for its people- an extremely
dedicated and committed iot. As a result of
these publications, there has been a tremen-
dous impact on the readers and by extansion
the general public. Even the federal govern-
ment must be commended here. There appear
to have heen a tair response on their part- per-
haps a little bit hasty but favourable,

BY :
CHIDUBEM OSAKWE
(RESEARCH OFFICER)
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LIBERTY: Where did you derive the in-
spiration 1o fightfor the protection of civil
liberties?

AGBAKOBA: It's got to do with my ex-
perience during the civilwar, when lwas
exposed to considerable hardship and
privation. | was detained by the Biafran
authorities because of the war. | as-
sume it was because of my parents. My
father was then the acting judge of Eastem
Nigeria.

My time in prison brought me closer to
the prisons. | was able 1o see the prob-
lems of the prisoners. Aller the war, the
scar of the war remained and it has
since formed a mental picture in my
mind's eye. Alter the war, | secured
admission to the University of Nigeria
Nsukka, to read law. After my studies |
began to work, once again, | felt the
need to do something about the prob-
lem of the oppressed people in the society.

Sometime in 1981, at the Nigerian
Institute of International Affairs (N.1.1.A.),
| got together with friends to form the
Congress of Concerned Citizens
{C.C.C.). But, on hindsight, | realised its
a failure. Itis more of a talking-shop, so
it died a natural death.

However, the desire to do something
was latent. Legal practice provided the
environmentwhere you come in contact
with many client, each having difierent
cases. Then, Clement Nwankwo joined
me. He also haS a considerable interest
in social work. In Enugu, where he had
done his youths service, he played a
significantrole in the human rights com-
munity there. His coming provided a
good meeting point. We then got to-
gether to do something about the pris-
oners,

At the beginning we ran the C.L.O.
from my chambers. Later, we realised
that there is the need for the Organisa-
tion to break away from my identity. We
acquired a new oftice in 1989, and this
marked the turning point. Today, C.L.O.
is the most effective human rights group
in Africa.

The ambition for the next five years

would be to ensure that the corporate
identity of the C.L.O. is finally and fully
established. That the National Expan-
sion Programme (NEP) is pursued vig-
orously to ensure spread in all parts of
Nigeria. And t0 ensure that we continue
to excavate human rights abuses, the
sole purpose of aur existence. The first
three years, we were very active in the
prisons. Since then, we have expanded

Mr . Olisa Agbakoba

CLO President
into very controversial role like the un-
constitutionality of the military govern-
ment, political accountability, tfransition
programme, and a whole gamut of rights,
that if we had started in the beginning
would not have assured the survival of
the C.L.O.
LIBERTY: How did you arrive at the
name Civil Libenties Organisation?
AGBAKOBA: The namejustcamefrom
my head. As | sat with ClemenT,
Nwankwo thinking about the name to
give 1o our pet idea, | just said C.L.O. |
don’t know how the name came to my
head.
LIBERTY: Would you agree with the
view of some people thatC.L.O. is turn-
ing into an agent of the Federal Military
Government, bhearing in mind that you
were not arrested during the May  clamp-
down on human rights activist?
AGBAKOBA: Human Rights work is not
about going to prison. I's about being
effective. Usually, human rights work
need not be confrontational, although,
in some cases, its difficult not 1o be. But
essentially, what human rights does is

10 criticise and draw aftention of the
people to human rights abuses. What s
important is how to manage the conflict
in a way thatone does notrun foul of the
law.

LIBERTY What has been the impact of
CLO in human rights work in Nigeria?
AGBAKOBA: if you askme which is the
most effective human rights organisa-
tion in Nigeria, | would answer that C.L.O.
is . The C.L.O. has produced several
major works like Behind The Walls,
Annual Report Liberty, The Campaigney,
The Annual Litigation Report, Journal
On Decree 2, two editions of Journal of
Human Rights Law and Practice. Be-
sides, C.L.Q. is the originator of the
Campaign for Democracy.

LIBERTY: What would you say about
the allegation that C.L.O. is deviating
fromits originalfocus onindividual rights
to political rights thereby turning itself
into a sort of palitical party?
AGBAKOBA: C.L.O.'s mandale is es-
tablished by the constitution and it cov-
ers all aspects of rights as recognised
by the two principal internationai bill of
rights (The International Convention on
Civil and Palitical Rights and The Inter-
national Convention on Economic, So-
cial and Cuitura! Rights). We adhere by
these conventions. There are three broad
rights: Civil Rights, Political Rights and
Econamic Rights. C.L.O. has been able
to interface all the three broad aspect of
rights. We are into civil rights (prisons)
political rights (A Book On IBB.; Human
Rights record is on the way), monitoring
of the December election, women's rights
and a programme on empowerment and
popular participation. C.L.O. has come
alongway fromOctober 15, 1987, Right
now, we have 23 major projects touch-
ing on human and people’s rights. All
human rights groups must necessarily
participate in politics provided that is not
partisan.

LIBERTY: It seems C.L.O. activities is
restricted 10 Lagos, what has been the
eflor toreach outto other parts of Nige-
ria?

Liberty 0
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AGBAKOBA: The bulk of human rights work (among all the
NGQ's in Nigeria) appear to concentrate and converge in
Lagos. The simple fact is that it takes a vast amount of
resources (which we don’t have) and the right type of people
to expand the C.L.O. beyond the horizons of Lagos.

Under our National Expansion Programme (NEP), we have achieved
modest gains, aithough | will admit we have notdone as much as
whatwe oughtto have achieved. We now have twa regional offices
in Kaduna and Calabar, and branches in Onitsha, Benin, Abeokuta,
Uyo, Kano, Jos and several units in the Universities.

Atleast, we have tried to respond to the allegation thatwe
are Lagos bound. At least, we need to be more aggres-
sive,we needto be seento coverNigeria.ifthe resources
are available we will do it. It requires about 5million to
establish a national spread. | therefore, call on all public
spirited Nigerians to help the C.L.Q. in its quest for
National Expansion.

LIBERTY: What are the prablems of human rights activists in the
third world?

AGBAKOBA: Lack of focus! Notknowing whathuman rights work
is really about. Human rights work is not about confronting govern-
ment at every opporiunity or turn. Although, | concede that in the
process of human rights work, govemment is not the best of
friends. In the third world, human rights work is fraught with
dangers like military dictatorship and less accommodation for
human rights activities.

But, lam of the view that we oughtnotto fall into the same mistake
that third world governmenis make. We need to reach out to the
government that our interestis notreally topool them down but to
call attention to the vast violations of human rights.

Regrettably, most of the human rights work in the third werld is
confrontational, and thisis off balance. Itneeds to strike a balance
between how to get things done and how to keep the government
off its back. Though itis difficult, there is the need to always strive
to keep the balance. My own Motto is : Be effective as much as
possible and do not antagonise. Though some people will say
this is contradiction. L is better to be effective and alive than con-
frontational and dead. At the end of the day, itis up to each NGO

to develop its own techniques t0 be relevant.
LIBERTY: Has the human rights situation in Nigeria fared better since

the founding of CLO?

LIBERTY: The climate of human rights in Nigeria is abysmal. This is made
more so by the fact that majority of Nigerians are poor, hungry and
diseased. The result is that they do not know their rights, If che were to
record all the known cases of human rights abuses, particutarly, extra-
judicial killings and executive lawlessness, nona will deny that this country
has witnessedterrible imes, particularly under the present military govern-
ment. My summary is that it has never been so bad, and its due to the
modest contribution of the human rights groups in Nigeria that the
government pretends it has a policy on Human Rights.

QUES: Do you see human rights groups playing any rale in the integration
of Africa?

ANS: Yes. They can play a role. 1 think the most important area is in
economic development. It is up to the human right groups to smpowaer, by
several programmes, what is truly a largely illiterate population in Africa.
An highly developed human rights network in Africa can.bring to bear,
sufficient pressure on African governments to improve the living conditions
of the people of Africa. One way of doing this is to attack the problem of
corruption. If it were possible to reduce corruption by 50% across Africa,
it is possible to free off about 40 billion dollars lying in the banks in
Swiizerland to the benefit of suffering Africans. With that kind of maney,
there is no doubt that the economic base will be revolutionized. In this way,
human rights groups have a critical and primary responsibility to the African
people.

Again, if human rights groups can find respect for the rule of law and
democracy in Africa, considerable success will flow, because it means that
people now have a choice of who governs them. In this and many other
ways do African Human Rights Group hava arole to play. Thisis the reason
why the CLO will launch a network of African NGOs under the platform of
the African Monitoring Group for the purpose of forging closer links and
highlighting the need for our respective governments to respect human
rights in all its ramifications.

LIBERTY: Do you think the third republic will usher in more respect for
fundamental human rights?

AGBAKOBA: Its too early to say one can only conjecture what’s going to
happen. One can only look at the aspirants to ascertain whether there is
going to be respect for human rights.

| would saythat | have carefully examined the contending political aspirants
and | regret to say that | do not see a single candidate at any level who has
demonstrated respect for the rule of law let alone human rights issues.
There wili be far too much rigging in the electoral process to convince me
that the Third Republic politicians will understand the principle of public
accountability let alone human rights.

My position is that, there will be a fragile Third Republie, full of
instability, inflation and disunity. One can only hope for the best.

C.L.O ATFIVE Continued from p7

cannot be over-emphasised.

pointed messiahs who see nothing good
whaitsoever about the government.”

Above all, the work of ensuring that
the human rights flame is kept a-burning
is “hazardous and unprofitable hence a
high turn-off of skilled stafi."Added to
these is too much work-load which
over-burdens the internal structures. And
with the very rapid growth of the CLO
these structures receive terrible pound-
ing “says Mr. Qdinkalu.

As i gazing into his crystal ball, Mr.
Odinkalu says in future the CLO will do
well to “re-focus its attention from op-
posing dictatorship to supporting de-
mocracy by devising a means of making
it work.”

Obviously, he envisages a situation
where government wili respect the ba-
sic rights of her citizens, where the rule
of law will be followed to the letter and
spirit.

Furthermore, CLO’s President Olisa
Agbakoba sees a C.L.O.that will touch
the lives of all given the expansion pro-
gramme of the organisation, and pres-
ently, the CLO has operational offices in
Lagos, Kadung, Calabar, Benin, Enugu
among others and more will soon be
opened.

Presently, the CLO has over 5000
registered members, the need for eve-
ryone’s moral and financial support

Asthe Civil Liberties Organisation com-
memorates five years of its birth, one
cannot butwish themwell, as itjourneys
through these thomy and hilly paths in
quest for a just and egalitarian society,
where respectior human rights and rule
of law will he society’s guiding ethicss
and lamp-post.
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CLO LAUNCHES WOMEN'’S RIGHTS PROJECT

H ow would you feel or react if you are
physically present at the circumcision

of your daughter with the pain and mental

agony she is made to pass through?

Many a man would answer that question
differently, Some who are deep-rooted in
traditional beliefs wouldn't care a bit; some
liberal -minded men would simply yell and
curse.

Butin whichever manner one reacts, view-
ing a film clip on the trauma and agony of
ferale circumcision would simply re-inforce
a resolve to erase that horrendous act from
our system.

And that was how the inaugural women
rights forum organised by the Civil Liberties
QOrganisation (CLO) took off penultimate .

Amidst pockets of reactions from the gory
details presented by the film dip, the co-
ordinator of the forum, Mr. Anselm C. Odinkalu
defined the.purpose of the forum and whatit
intends 10 achieve saying it is geared to-
wards bringing people to jaw-jaw on women's
rights.

According to him, the essence of the forum
is hinged on the fact that the Clvil Liberties
Crganisation is not a repository of knowl-
edge on the issues involved.

Conseguenty, the inaugural edition is
geared towards devising strategies through
which the issues raised and solutions prof-
fered would be pursued. :

The thrust of the forum, said Mr. Odinkalu,
is targeted at “women and employment,
women and the family, family law and women
in confinement- purdah and imprisonment.
- With this brief introduction, the fioor was
opened for participants coniributions.

Firing the first salvo, one of the participants
Mr. Ralph Ugbelu of the Newbreed Maga-
zine opined thatthe CLO should firstidentify
ali those rights enjoyed by men which are
not enjoyed by women,

Responding, Miss Angela Agoamike of
the Daily Times said that the society is basi-
cally controlled by men and as such have the
laws in their favour. She cited the disparityin
Inheritance laws which stipulates that women
cannot inherit their husbands property in
event of his death and worse still tradition
does not make matters easy for women
when itcomes to property. According to her,
the marriage institution even works against
women since they are meant to slave. She
did notfait to mention the chasm entrenched
in the tax laws which are unfortunately against
women.

One of the participants said that for the
forum to succeed, it must fight against tradi-
tion which has placed women at a very dis-
advantaged paosition in the society. To her, it.
is tradition that says a female child mustbe
circumcised and be relegated to the back-
ground even in matters that concem her.

And to Mrs. Theresa Akumadu, Research
Consultent to the Women Rights Project
(WRP), "the issue of tframpling on women'’s
rightsis a vicious cycle which was created by
soclety itself. ‘

She anchored her argument on the issue of
bride price where the girl isliterally sold off as
an article, single-parenthood- where the
woman loses her dignity because she is
mothering outside wedlock or where She is
discriminated against in her place of work
inspite of her efficiency or harassed Sexu-
ally.

Itis even worse when the girl is raped be-
cause she will always find it difficult to claim
innocence since she will never be believed
and the resultant effect is the loss of dignity
and prestige.

Even when she is legitimately married,
she is blamed for her inability to produce
male children. She argued,

In proffering solutions, the participants
opined that whatever strategies that may
evolve from the forum should be directed at
men, who they said are the “custodians of
tradition”,

One of the paricipants, Miss Rose Badejo
of NIPOST Computers foresaw a fierce battle
against the traditional belief system and its
custodians. Thus she submitted that the
forum should start with prayers, so that God
will intervene in changing the situation.To
her the traditional systems could be very
diabolic.

To Mr. S. A, Alyeyemi, an evacuee of Ma-
roko, the CLO should bring together reli-

gious bodies, traditional rulers and market
women at the nextforum since they are the
custodians of radition. To him, these groups
of people would be capable of effecting a
change.

In the area of education, the participants
were of the view that the women need re-
orientation, to sensitize them of their rights.
However, some argued thateducation must
be directed at both men and women, after-
all, they are both dramatis personae in this
theatre that thrives on flagrant abuse of
womanhood.

Itwas also a general consensus that edu-
cation and re-orientation should start from
the tamily where abuses of womanhood are
sown in the minds of the sons.

To them, sex gaps between lemale and
male children must be bridged, stressing
thathouse chores should be shared equally
among both sexes and not in favour of any
particular sex.

Furthermore, Mrs Akumadu argued that
the questforrights goesbeyond sex. To her,
“itis a question of being just and Godly, to
allow the woman realise her potentials and
give room for individual development lre-
spective of sex.”

BY

UGOCHUKWU OKEZIE
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eminism is hip. But most think it is
for hippies. Thisis the Achilles heel
of Feminism. The feminist movement

suffers from an incurable paradox: lt's
most immediate beneficiaries do not want

By Anselm Chidi
Qdinkalu

to identify with it. To most people, femi-
nismis some kind of deviance. It's popu-
larimage is the face of the pant and bra-
burning, white, middle class American
Lesbian, an image that has conven-
iently and ingeniousty been projected in
order to discredit an otherwise credible
and desirable cause.

If some people considered it neces-
sary to discreditfeminism, itcan only be
because the movement is a genuine
force and a formidable threat to en-
trenched interests. The truth is that the
Feminist Movement addresses injustices
that the world has come to accept with
comatose blindness. The injustices that
feminism seeks to redress vary in their
brozenness and subtlety in time and
space. Always however, they are injus-
tices committed and institutionalized by
the male against the female gender. Be-
cause they have not been questioned
seriously over the match of history, these
injustices have become accepted, until
mostrecently, an the Holy Ghostof gen-
der relations.

Like all formidable sacio-political forces,
feminism had been attacked in tow ways.
The first strategy is “branding”. Brand-
ing is a form of labelling that thrives on
stereotypes in order to discredit opposi-
fion. or win arguments. The expression
“feminist” is supposed to be a label. Itis
meant to identify a deviant woman who
is considered “iresponsible: by the male-
defined and male-dominated virtues of
our world. The purpose of this strategy
is 10 make the Feminist Movementunat-
tractive to numbers sufficient to give it
socio-political credibility. Thus weakened,
the Movement is susceptible 1o “sug-
gestions” which seek to redefine its es-
sence. This is the second strategy in the
attacks against feminism. It takes the
form of gender appeasement.

The politics of gender appeasement is
older than the shell as a medium of ex-
change. Gender appeasement here and
everywhere is vintage puppetry. it mas-
querades under the face of a “respon-
sible” woman, invariably a mother,
married t0 some hyper-visible public
officer. It's core programnie is usually
indexed on the “virtue” of the woman as
awife and a mother. Itnever projects the
woman as an independent person ca-
pable of living her own life and, in a
manner of speaking, running her own
show. Through the medium of “wives
associations” womanhood is thus de-
stroyed as an appendage of the other
gender.

This is why gender appeasement is
much more than just puppetry. Itis also
an exercise in tokenism. What is token-
ism?+ Stephanie Roth and Robinson
Ferguson, writing in the context of race
relations in the United States, define ‘to-
kenism’ denotatively. According to them
“in ifs more obvious manifestations,
tokenism is something most people find
offensive. When a corporation “allows”
one person of colour to enter the ranks
of management but never more than
one, or when a Board of Directors has
one position available for a representa-
tive of a particular group, the tokenismis
clear.” Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. in his
Third Annual Reporton the State of Civil
Rights in America in 1863, went much
further than this to argue that “...token-
ism can now be seen not only as a
useless goal, but as agenuine menace.
Itis a palliative which relieves emotional
distress, but leaves the disease and its
ravages unaffected. It tends to demobi-
lize and relax the militant spirit which
alone drives us forward 1o realchange.”

Feminism advocates gender justice.
Gender Justice is a composite concept
comprising three distinct programmes
and principles. The first is gender af-
firmative action. Gender affirmative ac-
tion operates on the hasis of the same
principle which grounds our “federal
character (or guota system) principle”
to address wrongs of yore againstwom-
anhood. The second principle is the well
known principle of gender equality. This

AND FEMINISM

principle does notrequire the woman to
apologise for her gender. Nor is it ap-
peal to some Darwinian chemistry for
the evolution of the female man. The
third principle is that of non-discrimina-
tion. This is the principle entrenched in
section 39 of the Constitution of the Fed-
eral Republic of Nigeria 1979 and sec-
tion 41 of the 1989 Constitution.
The truth is that there is yet no articulate
programme to address these units of
the feminist agenda in Nigeria. The
gender agenda in Nigeria is unbelieva-
bly paternalistic. Our apology for polyg-
amy is culfture while the name we give 1o
gender inequality is “family unity”. And
in place of a gender affirmative action
programme, we have “Better Life...".
Alltoo often, we are told thatthe woman
is her own worst enemy. And that women
are the mostvociferous in opposing pro-
grammes that advance their welfare,
The truth is that the woman is the prod-
uctof the system, of a scheme of values
that makes her dependent, Depend-
ency breeds insecurity and insecurity
breeds fear of competition. Thus when
she protests any programme that seems
at first sight to open up her flanks to
competition, the woman is actually pro-
testing the injustices of the system that
makes her the slaves of another gen-
der.

This, for us, should define the path of
the feminist agenda on the fringe of the
nexicentury. it must seek for the woman,
economic independence as a person.
To be able to do this, popular feminism
must shed its garb as the pastime of
some elitist cabal. It must reach out 1o
the mothers in the rural areas who really
fight the battles of life in the trenches of
experience. They too are women and
they too desire and deserve the benefits
of freedom from artificial servitude. This
is where tokenism ends and feminism
begins.
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PRESIDENTIAL PRIMARIES: PROLONGING A TRAGIC

PROLOGUE.

E very thing pointed to the tragedy the
Presidential Primaries have now be-

come. The grand culprit, of course, is the
entire transition Programmer. Within it may
be found for blame, the Various ergans, and

By E. Ogaga Howodo

their actions, set up 10 service the program-
mer. Thus, the National Electoral Commis-
sion (NEC) has done enough to earn it
capital punishment were it a human being.
For its Countless crimes againstdemocracy
and the political future of this country, it

7
y o ‘
e . - e
President Ibrahim Babangida
....engineered the ransition
programme.

deserves to be proscribed this very minute.
The two political structures set up to do
everything within their powers diametrically
opposed 10 party politics and dernocracy.
Thus, they have not been the engine-
room of the democratic machine, as they
should be. They have not been the flogrs of
enlivening rich debates aboutthe life-threat-
ening problems of this over-abused Country
the national question, a haemmormrhaging econ-
omy, allocation of resources, a unitary-but-
called-federal federalism, religious and eth-
nicfundamentalism and theirpower-backed
causes, a crumbled social services sector
and an annihilated poor majority etc. Neither
have they been the grassroots mobilizing
parties they Were christened to as at their
“immaculate conception” and birth of course,
this aim was bound to be externally unreali-
sable given the oath of allegiance to the
debilitating and demobilizing conditions
mentioned above which their circumstances
of birth imposed on them. And when the
government completed the oath by asking
MAMSER to draw up their basic documents

their Which grand tragedies are made was
complete.

There was therefore no promise of things
to change. Exceptifby change, We meant
a leap nearer the bottom of the pit of our
political sorrows. Which we have seennow
to be the onlyfruitof an etaborate transition
programmer that has witnessed everything
but that remotely related to democracy, or
if you insist, civil rule. Witness: imposed
political partes, imposed constitutions and
manifestoes; bans, more bans, and un-
bannings; Vetling of candidates, and their
disqualification at the midnight hour;
exclusion of full-blooded citizens from
participation in their country's politics on
account of their political beliets;
emasculation of the judiciary by way of
ouster clauses in the infinitely numerous
transition decrees; the encouragement (by
doing nothing) and enthronement of money
as the ultimate condition for running for
elective office etc.

The result of the presidential primaries
have now spoken, perhaps more eloquently
than any radical or extremistwould proba-
bly have said such a one, chosen to be so
labelled so as to give an excuse for not
listening to him, would have been hounded
into detention and brought before the
Transition To Civit Rule Tribunal, or the
Criminal Court treason. We have seen
now, how result of the first round in the
earlier six-phase staggered primaries were
roundly rejected by the contesting aspi-
rants themselves. Allegations of rigging in
methods more Worrisome for their Col-
laborationist aspect With the very agents
that should ensure impartiality were made.
They have notbeen rebutted, even if denied.
the omnipresent role of. money, in brazen
openness too, towards subverting the al-
ready Untustworthy will of the party
membership, has also been decried by
those who were outplayed. So aiso the
portentous charge of a determination to
impose aparticular candidate on the party.

With the exception of the last allegation,
both parties were quilty almost to the same
extent, And for those who probably looked
forward to some sanity in the repeated
exercise, the shock of a lifetime must have
come when the same ills were re-inacled.
As usual, after the cancellation of the first
round of the initial six-phase primaries, a
1ot of heat was expended on “eliminating”
the errors and “plugging the loopholes™
that characterized procedures and logis-

tics devised by the parte. short of actually

-... Accused of partiality
Baba Gana Kingibe,
erstwhile chairman of the SDP

NEC was actively involved.

Elaborate rules were again drawn to en-
sure the devil was keptat bay this time. The
staggering of the primaries would now be
into three, as opposed to six, phases. The
first phase came, and still,
there were embers of dissatisfaction. It
appeared restraint, anchored on await-and-
see attitude was still strong. Butnot Without
a repetition of the earier allegations: of
ringging, of an intent 10 impose a particular
candidate {from the social Democratic Party
Camp), and again, of the influence of money.
It should be noted that the leadership of the
influence of money. It should be noted that
the leadership of both parties, was in fact,
accused of partiality by way of backing cer-
tain candidates.All the aggrieved aspirants

Accussed of favouritisim
Tom Ikimi, Former _NRC Chief

thus called for the resignation of their party
leadership, especially the chairman.
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THE SOCIAL DEMOCRATIC PARTY
(SDP)

It would seem that bad as things were in
bothparties, the crisiswas largerin the SOP.
At the end of the second phase of the re-
scheduled primaries, 9 presidential aspi-
rants addressed a press conference at which
they threatened to pull oul of the primaries
Which had only phase remaining if the
anomalies they had complained of were not
resolved. They even called on General
Babangida to cancel the resulis so fa de-
clared and to order {resh primaries to be
conducted by NEC.they sought audience
with Humphrey NWOSU, NEC'S chairman,
who was at one point reported to have fled
into hiding avoid the irate aspirants.

Eventually, it become,clear 10 the pubic
that the candidate sought to be imposed in
the allegation of the other candidates, was
Major- General Shehu Musa Yaradua. This
became even clearer in his own remarks at
an airportinterview with reporters where he
showed such haughtiness and arrogance
that were his "Victory” in the primaries as
conciuded sofar noteven questioned by his
co-contestants, he would have scored be-
neath zero in magnanimity and largeness of
heart. Which a President-to-be must not be
seen to lack so woefully. In'effect, he was
reporied as saying 1o the whole nation thatit
those very people whorejected theideaof a
concuss candidate when it was proposed
have now"lost” the primaries, they could cry
if they wished, but was not bothered

THE TRAGEDY :

If what is happening to Nigeria now by
way of these primaries were to be happen-
ing to an individual, he would probably end
up in suicide. Orin some way, unleash some
forces thatwould ensure his death, or utterly
‘miserable end. A nation may not die before
our eyes in that biologically certifiable way.
Still a nation can die.

By when all its life forces become so fully
expanded its heart beat stops. Butjustiike it
does not take death to make a tragedy the
living on is the tragedy so dose itnothave to
take afinal gasp to talk of a nationa! tragedy.
For in the event, the 9 SDP aspirants effec-
tively boycotted the third phase, of the pri-
maries. Even though Chief ofu Falae had
said he would notboycott the lastphase and
thereby showed afight-to-the -end spirit, itis
quite dear that in the last phase, Shehu
Musa Yaradua contested against himself.

*. -How else can the ridiculously low scores of
" 2 hundreds, and atby Fatae as againsttens of

thousands for Yaradua be explained,
. Alhaji Umaru Shinkafi and Adamu Ciroma
running neck-to-neck. In spite of the repeti-

e

Alhaji Adamy Cfroina As prepéred
As Ever ’

tion of the same allegations here, and a call
for cancellation of certain results, on NRC
aspirant boycotted the primaries.

Still, it is clear beyond doubt that if any-
thing voled, and so expressed a political
preterence during the primaries, it was the
pocket, and the extent to which it was aided
by Sunday influences. Itis bad enough fora
nation to be denied the democratic choice of
its potential leaders. Itis worse if the altemna-
tive is imposed without respect for basic
rules of civilized political conduct.

THE HIDDEN AGENDA

The recent primaries, being for the last
stage of the transition programmer ought to
have put paid, or at least, diminished rea-
sons for any ludden agenda theory. but
rather than achieve this, the primaries have
given the proponents and sympathizers of
this theory added ammunition. the theory, if
it need be repeated, if to this effect: that the
transition programmer is deliberately made
clumsy and cumbersome 50 as be unwork-
able. That it is also deliberately designed

" Alhaji Umaru Shinkafi - Determined to
conquer

with built-in- crisis, and robbed of any demo-
cratic content. That either the programme
would generate an unmanageable crisis
before its ends, or it would lewisite to a
civilian regime unable to last beyond a few
months, not possessing the dernocratic forces
strong enough 1o fide it above troubled waters.
In any event, its tenure beyond January,
1853 -- a prospect covertly canvassed for by

paid adverts and press abatements by named
and unnamed persons. Orusual compelling
reasons for a “fellow Nigerians” early morn-
ing broadcastwithin the first year of the new
civilian regime.

With events as they now stand, the hidden
agenda theory seems Vindicated. It at the
level of mere primaries, where the parties
are doing their own thing, tempers are al-
ready so high, what are we to expect when
the real thing  the presidential elections
come?

Atwhich time, the contest would have gone
interparties, and real power is at stake? if for
any reason, it becomes apparent that the
elections can no longer go on as planned,
whathappens? Does Babangida stayon, or
vacate office? if the latter, to who or what

body?

MAJOR-GENERAL SHEHU YARADUA

This first shots against Yaradua's candi-
dacywerefinsbythe Nobellaureate, profes-
sor wole soyinka. He had regarded the idea
of a likening it to the military succeeding
itself. He dismissed suggestions that under
a democracy, anybody selected is fit being
the popular choice with comparisons to a
genuinely democratic setting in which such
ex-soldiers credentials and record of per-
formance would be subjected to the most
thorough senetiny. the very example of
General Franklin Roosevell cited by the freeble
critics of his own criticism became his best
argument. And it needs be observed that a
General Roosevelt emerged as a war hero,
the very asset with which he rose to office
being anchored on performance.

It was this angle, perhaps, that someone
who itmust be accepled is competenton the
issue, looked at Yaradua's candidacy. Re-
tired Lt. General T.Y danjuma, Chief of Army
Staft when Yaradua was Chief of Staff,
Supreme Headquarters, expressed the view
recently that yaradua had no reécord of per-
formances to qualify him for the highest

-office of the nation. He also mentioned the

military question, adding that any party that
fields a retired soldier may as well consider
the elections as lost. .

Alhaji Abubakar-Rimi, second republic gov-
emor of Kano State took matters more seri-
ously when he took up newspaper space in
paid advertisements to campaign against
Yaradua's election at the primaries.

ELECTIONS OR SELECTIONS?

_ Professor Soyinka, General Danjuma and
Alhaiji Rimi obviously knew one thing thatin
Nigeria, what goes by the sweet name of
elections is actually selections. That the
democratic process is not yet developed
encugh to on its own turn out such candi-
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dates as refired soldiers in an era of mass
distemper towards political soldiers and the
military in government general,

Moreover, the mass poverty of most Third
World Countries, among whom Nigeria is
high-ranking members, the influence of money
is almost unbelievable. People have been
known to vote for a particular ¢andidate for
as litle as five naira and a loaf of bread! In
fact a whole mass of unemployed and hungry
persons, especially youths, have developed
a career in professional voting. So on an
election day, they simply trop to the polling
station to join the queue whose céndidate
pays more:

Added to theseis the famous partlsanshrp
of the ieadership of the parties. This factor
alone is reputed to have cost the SAP the
Victory in the gubernatorial elections of last
year. In the event, elections are devoid of
any expression of democratic preference,
leading the way wide peon lo rigging, and
consequently, selections. For wherever in
spite of all these short comings, some popu-
lar (to the extent of the actual Votes cast) will
emerge, election results have been known
to be doctored in favour of the candidate
soughts to be selected. )

NEWBFIEED OR OLDBREED?

Al a time, Virtually all of the intolerable
acts of banning and disenfranchising citi-
zens were in order to ‘wipe the state cleant
and make a break with the old and and

discredited past. And so came, the logic of

the decrees that banned. all former political
. office holders and armed forces personnel
that held office in the past. Even civilian
heads of MAMSER, NEC, NP (National
population commission) and DFFRI were
banned. i

It was than possibie 1o speak of some
mystical beings called Newbreed.“who would
‘chart a totally new path in our political land-
scape. But with the rescion of the ban, the
prime participants of the discredited past
have emerged on centresage. Thus, Sar-
aki, etc have emierged as the gladiators. So
are we back to the past?

The question to be asked now is this.
What magic, unknown to lhose people at
their time of office, have they suddenly dis-
covered 10 now embolden them 10 seek
office? And why haven't they explained this
to us? or are they seeking Office for the
sheer grandeur and power that go with it?
And, of course, the opportunities for self ag-
grandizement?

THE TRAGEDY OF IDEAS

About almost all the top contenders in the
primaries lack any credible programme of

Maj. Gén. (Rtd) Shehu'Musa YarAdua
Basking In"The Shadow Of Victory.
recovery and reconstruction.of lhe nation's’

political economy Whereas itis clear to0.all
and Sundry that the World Bank/IMP’s sap if

.the gravediffer of any Third World economy, .

-none of them has said a word about what
they intend to do about it. -
.None seems to have heard of professor
Adebayo Adedejl and the Economic Com-
missionfor Africa's (ECA) African Alternative’
Framework for Structural Adjustment Pro-

» gramme (AAF - SAP), now of the Lagos Plan
of Action (LPA) and Lagos Finat Act (LPA).
None of 1hem seems to be bothered by the
many fnflltenmg results of SAP thateven the
World bank keeps bringing out, the one on,
Nigeria ranking her as the 13th, thirteenth
poorest nation in the World!

None seems perturbed by what Chlnua
Achebe once Descnbed ad the “rough beast
.of fanaticism” rel:g:ous tundamentalism, which,
aims 1o exact a higher death toll Nigeria than

Chief O[u Falae lt Is a Do Or Dre
Affair. ™

the civil war, nor - by the looming national

.question and problems of our warped Fed-

eralism. We do not hear aspirants to such

+ high office as the presidency of a nation talk
of how they:-hope to boast production and

achieve anindigenous industrial technologi-

cal know-how. We do not hear of a well-

articulated foreugn policy m as are of a unit-

] while d!S-

united} and of the phenomenon of the world
as global village, it was to be the axiom of
these aspirants: seekye first the presidential
office, and every other thing shall work itself
out!

THE TRAGIC PROLOGUE .
The entire transition programme, was ata
most charitable point, a prologue to some

- other transition. It was at best a transition

from military rule, not to a democratic order.
Being thus, some sort of prologue, the best
hope foritwas thatitwould reveal enough of

. the obstacles to good govemmentthatneed

1o.be corrected for thatvery purpose. And so
the regime at very great monetary expense
to the nation, and devastation of the nationat
psyche rolled out a such.a great 1ragedy, it
was tlme it was stopped.

- THE NATIONAL CONFERENCE

It has proved beyond reasonable doubt
that whatever step should be taken to end
the on-going tragedy must be one that is
radical and constructively potent enough to
give this nation a new hope and lease of life.

. itmust be one thal will ensure popular par-

ticipation and thus mobilize the entire di-
tizenly for the task of reconstruction. It must
lay down on an agreed an sacrosanct, thus
Inviolable condition, the basis of our collec-
tive existence. It is also clear that only a
Sovereign National Conference (SNC) can
do this. Its convening by the peopte though
thelr agreed citizens-organization cannotbe
further delayed without added cost to a
national debit already too large. Until the

- ciizens of this.country take its destiny into

theirown hands and decide how the country
shall be run , tragedies such as the Presi-
dential primaries will be an ever-recurring
decimal in our national life. And in the con-
text of the Third Republic, it would be wiser
to heed Gani Fawehinmi's famous words in
that equally, famous interview with defunct
New Horizon that their regime has aids and
cannot bequeath an aids free Third Repub-

" lic. These can be no stranger symptoms of
-acquired the immune deficiency than those

that manifested so boldly during the presi-
dential primaries. every tragedy has an end.
Letthis one end now. And Yet the question of
a genuine democratic-transition progrmme
be resolved by Nigerians themselves at a
sovereign national conference (SNC). -,

Ifowodo is a. Staff Attomey (Research &

Legal Servicas} with the CLO
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HUMAN RIGHTS REVIEW

NEW DIMENSIONS TO EXTRA-JUDICIAL
KILLINGS IN LAGOS STATE

he Killing, in September 6, 1992, by the
police in Lagos, of an Army Officer,

By Chima Ubani

Col.Domven Rindam, has once more brought
to sharp public attention the phenomenon of
extra-judicial killings in Nigeria. However,
the speed with which the authorities reacted
to the incident was uncharacteristic, con-
trasting sharply with their wellknown inclina-
fion to sweep under the carpet, previous
cases invalving ordinary citizens. The of-
fending policemen were apprehended within
a few hours of the killing, a panel of enquiry
setup to investigate it and three suspected
policemen arraigned before acourtofiaw all
within 72 hours. Against the background of
the numerous unredressed cases of such
killings, the impression has been created
that some lives are more precicus than oth-
ers. it shows that the laws against extra-judi-
cial killing and other police abuses can only
be readily invoked and enforced when high
ranking army officer. like the late Rindam or
ather such privileged persons are the vic-
tims. This selective enforcementof the laws
undermine the concept of equality before
the taw which is the essence of justice.

CLO investigations over time show -that
police killings have eaten so much into the
system thatits full ramifications are far from
known 1o the public. Apart from such well
known cases asUmuechem, Oko-Oba7,Dr
Nwogu Okere, Segun Fakayode, Anthony
Mbilitern, Wasiu Muniru, Larry Elechi Igwe,
Dele Ojo, and Japhet Ezi. thousands of less
known citizens are killed every day by the
police without redress. Many of these are
dumped in public mortuaries.

Although it is not possible 10 know the
exactnumbers and identities of such victims
nation-wide or the circumstances of their
death, investigations show that between
January and September this year, the lkeja
General Hospital mortuary alone received
about 400 corpses of persons whose death
were shrouded in secrecy. These were brought
in by policemen from various police stations
in the state. The majority of them were be-
fieved 1o have been killed at checkpoints or
in custody ortortured to death during interro-
gation. Our investigations show further that
such corpses

are eventually disposed through periodic
mass burials.

After the Civil Liberties Organisation (CLO)
published a bulletin-ited NEW DIMENSIONS
TO EXTRA-JUDICIAL KILLINGS IN LA-
GOS STATE- containing a fist of One Hundred
and Eighty-Nine persons (188) suspected
kilied by the police and their corpses depos-
ited at the |keja General Hospital Mortuary
between January and April 1992, the Lagos
State Police Command issued a rejoinder.
In the release from the office of the State
Commissioner of Police signed by the state
Police Public Relations Officer, ASP [saac
0. Akinmoyede and distributed to various
media houses, the police claimed that the
CLO publication was “malicious and ill-con-
ceived”. However, the police rejoinder failed
to address the substantive issues raised in
the publication.

First, it made a generalised explanation
that when the police deposit corpses in the
mortuaries it does not follow that they killed
them. Rather, these could be victims of fatal
road accidents, murder, armed robberies
etc or destitute and the police was often
obliged to take their corpses to the mortuar-
ies. Why that sounds plausible in theory,
experience has showed thatoften, thatsuch
persons are victims of ‘accidental discharge’.,
imaginary “police robbers shoot-out® or
other such euphemisms which the police
used to explain away their reckless, unjusti-
fiable killings of person at checkpoints or
custody. This holds true of such well known
cases as the Oko-Oba 7, Larry Elechi Igwe,
Paul Okpioba, Dele Ojo, Segun Fakayode
etc, in which the police murdered them and
dumped their corpses in mortuaries most of
them labelled “unknown” claiming they were
armed robbers killed in a shoot out. In such
circumstances it is impossible to know ex-
actly what proportion of the deposited bod-
ies were victims of road accidents, armed
robberies, murder etc, picked up by the
police or victims of extrajudicial kilings except
by means of a comprehensive judicial enquiry
into the circumstances of the death of the
affected persons. Hence when we begin to
find such large numbers of corpses depos-
ited in justone hospital mortuary within such
a short period of time, it is nothing short of
ourduty to draw public attention toit and call
for an enquiry. Thatis the crux of our position
on the matter.

Whatwe had expected the police to do ifit

were sincere in its response to our publica-
tion was to account, case by case, for each
of the names on the list since the identity of
the police officers who deposited each corpse
was given along with his duty station. Rather
than contact the specific police station and
ask them to explain the specific circum-
stances of each of the deposited corpses,
the state police command embarked, as
usual on a blanketclearance of its men. Cur
investigations confirmed indeed that serial
number 36 on thatlist, though wrongly speit
in the recordsis Anthony Mbilitern, a22-year
old apprentice electrician who was tortured
to death in custody in January this year by
the police at the Isheri Police post We wonder
why the police rejoinder tailed to address
such ones.

Since the objective of the reportis not 10
run down the police, the CLO took another
look atit after the police rejoinder and found
that corpses deposited by members of the
Federal Road Safety Commission (FRSC)
and the Fire Service do not fall within the
categories of concermns expressed in the
report and oughtnot to have been included.
Accordingly, seven such enfries inadver-
tenty included have been deleted. The fo-
cus is primarily on the police not on the
Federal Road Safety Commission or the
Fire Service. In addition CLO has also found
it necessary t0 modify the caption of the
table of victims 1o now read “List Of Corpses
Deposited by the Police at the lkeja General
Hospital Mortuary ...."' since only a judicial
enquiry can establish whether they were
killed by the police.

What now follows is an updated list which
has been expanded 1o include all corpses
deposited by the police at the lkeja General
Hospital Mortuary from January to Septem-
ber 1992. We call for a comprehensive enquiry
into the circumstances surrounding the
deposition of these corpses by the police
into the mortuary.
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LIST OF CORPSES DEPOSITED BY THE POLICE AT THE
IKEJA GENERAL HOSPITAL MORTUARY BETWEEN

JANUARY AND SEPTEMBER 1992.

NAME OF VICTIM

WUsSY SEGUN
LAYEEF KENIKDE
OKOYE BERNARD
UNKNOWH
UNKROWN

AGOA MANTINS
UNENOWN
URKNDWN
UNKHOWM
VRKHOWH
UNKHOWH
BARAOLU
UNKHOWN
UHKHOWN
UNKNCWN
UNKHOWH
UMHKROWHN
UHKNOWN
UHOREN UKPE
MBASHI UCHE
UNKNOWN

JMON OLUSEGUN
EXPENEKUNMO FRIDAY
UHKNOWN

EDCKI SUNDAY
AXPAH EDEU
OLUGBASAYE SAMUEL
UNKHGWK

SAMNI ALEEM
AALIGUN MUSTAPHA
SULE TLANI

ORERE ALGUDTINE
UNKNDWN
ANTHONY MBULITAN
CBAGIE EMMANUEL
UHKNOWN

CLUSEGUN WANDE
UNKHOWN

MO CLEWENT
BANKGLE JIMDH
uOAUFY

AJAKA YOS
ALIMI ISMOILAY
OLADE N1 KAYODE
YNKHOWN
URSNOWN

ALIMI BUSAMI
ALANI ADEBAYCQ
SHITTY LUKEMAN
OPKOLOR JUDE
UNKHOWHN

KOFYFELIX
UNKROWH
ADEBAYD VAJUDEEN
AMUSA IMDAU
QYENILAN QO
UHKNOWN
VHRKNOWH
UKKHOWN

KAREEM ALFU
UHKHNOWN
ADUDUNAMAN HARUNA
WHEKHDWH
UNKHOWN

KAYODE SAMSON
UNKKOWNK

MUSTAPHA SODIC
UKKRNOWN
UHKHOWN
O4ONI KINGSIEY
1K SUNKANA

EQOM RO

AZUAMA UZOCHUKWY
FRAAMCIS

SAA

UNRHOWH

FALEVE LALEWAN
.DGBE ADURAKAH
BABA SABANA
ADELENE OMQTASE
MICHEAL ADENEYE
IG0SUN SURY
OKOUIE ANTHONY
INEGBOOV DELE

TAGBETC IDOWU
AUMUSAN TAJUDEE M
OMCLEBELLE DIAMOND
ASIM) MUSRAY
SHOLA FOPDOLA
BADA LATLEF

AKEEM OLALEKAN
ADEMOLE HUKAILA
UNKNOWN

LASIS) AASAKR)
KOGBE OLAIDE
VHENOWN
QLANIRO JAMES
SANHI AKEEM
IKPA ORE
QKON W,
UHMNOWHN

YISA MUHAMMED
SEGUN FATIMILEHIN
UNKHOWHN

SanDi

UNKHOWN

ADEMOLA MATHEW

Oate UFPOSITED
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2001792
23392
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ez
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vye
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HAME AND FORCE NUMBER

SEGUN  CPL 138401

PC CHRISTOFHER ORWONI 159931
wWiPG Otte '

SGT EMMANUEL.B 8049

SOT MHNOCENT.U, 4288
FATAI DLUGE 150823

INSP DELE OGUNREMI

SGT SAMUEL OWOLABI 11050

SGT MOMOH QHALOD 14052
CPL SEGUN ADEHIV) 113898
SGT EZECBOA CHAIS 8702

AMEKWE JAMES 11181
SGT MATHIAS AGEUNODI

PC AWOYEMI TAIWG 140259 |
EXPONCHUNMGO IGBALA 138811
SGT JUBRIL GKPANACH! 73183

JERMMAHER DANIEL 3229035
GPL IYANG FRIDAY 141049
ISAIAH ADEYEUWOQ PADF 22
MATISEW HULIE

TITUS AMUKO

SGT JOSHUA ADIKKI

5GT 5. ABEGUNSE 9577

CPL OQDWIN 831128

CPL QUQLAHAN OSOKO0 121529
FC SANNI MOSES 33480

SGT NIEAKD

SOT S, ADEBAYQ

SOT.AYUSUF 75429

PC 1581

INSPT €EKE

PG LATEEF BABAJDE

APATA ARSEOIRI 113849

SGT SAMUEL UOUEBOQR 33174
SGT OQEDENEGDE UMUIGHO 18410
SGT STEPHEN T9457

SGT GOOWIN UCDAJE 19410
PC CHRISILANA Q. 17811
CHULESCOTUL 30238

PC AQICDUN SHITTU 1350834
SGRA AYOCELE #4%

CPL AYENRA 11258%

$GT AUGHUSAUE ASERQ 66880
INSPT ETIM GEQRGTE

WPC ALE IBITDLA DA15%

CFL JAMES ANIKWE 111813
GPL GRASPER DOTOHY 138711

SGT 310N AJABO 5811
IHSPT SHODIPO GID
PCIREWOLE

iINSPT M, SHODIPO

PG MARTIN ARILO 160280

50T NAMOND 03478

PC JALOGGUN BOLAJ 143174
SGT MUFUTAU SOFOLUWE 1907
SGT OKOH

CPL JOHAH ARG 108942

CPL CLAUDIUS MBAJA 129275
PC BALDAN JOLADGUN 181174
PC CHIDZENDU ANYON 3149
SGT IBAAHIM [S1AKA 14018
SGT AICHAND SHOXERE #9535
EXERE SAMUEL 182804

SGT SO0MU ALBERT 48348

HUSTAPHA AMODU 44102

SGT AAYMOMD ATTAM 43878
CPL DHOYON XETU 82

561 Q QRISAKMI

INSPT AKKINTILEWA FRANCIS
PC SAEDI DASHORUN 189272
5GT PETER DIKENWES7 18

PG DAOGRO JOHN 172724

SGT EKPANGEHDONO ADATAND #1312
SOT USMAN ABUBAXAR 47812
SGT BOHYFACE OHNIGED 48497
PC . . 172484

CPL JOSEPH ATTAMA 112394

PC CHRISTIAN OKPARA 478171
CFL MARSINS AGUIU 144920
CPy, FRIDAY £IALD 1281487
PNOWISE QBIOCHA 11207

GODWIN UGBAJE 1941D

OGBA EMMAHUEL 135610

SGT CGUNLEYE.5a182

SOT SUNCAY EXHORELEN 120139

INSPT TALABN LATEEF
IREWOLE ADPAHAM 75578

CPL SIMON KUJE 127485
RAYMOKD UGWOKE 109518

CPL QML 132018

139082

CPL JISEPH ATTAMA 112284
P& DOLAJ YALOAGUH 182174
CPLXAREEM SOOEKE 135810
CPL MARTINS ASUZU 144820
CPL MARTINS KEMI 70835

P& TITUS AMOKG 35420
JAMES ABHUKMEGBE #8488
5GT FRANKLIN OKORIE 87802
CPL QODWIN EZE 124350
INSPT OGUNWEDLY OLA

SGT YAMA 7089

PC ABAYOM| ELAREWE 28580
SGT MOHAMMED ATIKY 85384

CPL YASPER MOMUN 128711

POLICE STATION

[[s171F)
My
ISCLO
SANGO OTTA

MAROHG
LT

AREA "G OGDA
GID

LU
AREA'G' OGBA

PEONO
0510l
300

iKEJA
GID SHO IKEJA

NACCY BAKS
KEFFILAGOS
CGLOGEN
DU
ALAUSA
150K0

IKEJA
Dty

IR

(KEJA LOCAL GOVT,
HETU

FLDRAD

ELEAE

1I50K0OKG

HUSHIN

ISOROKO

(=LY

15010

IKEJA

ALAKUKD

ALAUSA
ALADE
SILERE
GID IKEJA

010 IKEJ&

LUPEJA
[ 1V]
VSOKOKO
ILUPEN
OSHODN
KETL
ALAUSA
150HOKO
IKE A
1Dy
ILASA

FESTAGC
HNLERE

. 1DIMY

ALAKUTO
AREA DHO
ALAKARA
ALAUSA
AKEJh
FESTAC
KETU
ALADE
ALAKUTO
ALAUSA

15010

PEDRO
GID IEJA

LLERLATY
GID IE LA

AREA Q
ELEHE
ALAUZA
ISOROKD
PEDAD
ALAKARA
ILUPREJY
DIty

. T.0INE L
AREA Q"
GID
ILUPEJU

GID IKEMA
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W UNKNOWN § - .
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182. iy SGT ANTHONY MBUO 95748 oIy
3, HASSAN SAMNL 20492 a7zt AREA F
184! ADIODU BECHI 23492 CPL B SALUWU | A
185" ABUBAKAR BUHARY - '
108, MUHAMMED ABDULAHI - " -
147, YUSUF SULE M . »
IMBA "
1o frotorn - ALABARONYE CHAISTIAN 135260 ©
oy .. FE L PC GODWIN OKON 164004 ALAKUKD
¥y, FEMO - CPL CHRISTOPHER ¥ 147010
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179 ABLOOUN AREY - CPL ADEWUNMI TOLULOPE 128348 al
180 ALADL NOAMU - " - -
. DICKSON HENRY ;CW!! - -
102. UNKNOWN
ot UNRNCWN Y9z JAMES ADHUKHEQDE sodtes LAY
184, UNKNGWN " - -
183 MATHEW 040 - AJO UMOR 82314 3400
168 AKEEM - CPL MALACHY EFFIONG 145108 QSHODE
187, VIETOR UCHE 592 CPL ADETUNH M FESTAG
188 SAMUEL ATHOSAN ~ I8P UMOHAMMEED € BHOKUN PEDRO
189 UNKNOWH N2 PL JOSEPH AKPOJUB) 14713 MUSHIN
190, UKKNOWH " GPL ALABI BICDUN 50077 ILJPEJU
200 UHKNOWN 492 PLOKON EMMAHUEL 4443 IKEJA
201 KABIAY AHMMED - INSPT ANEKE GAD.
202 ADEREMI ADEYEMD - -
203 FATAI ATANGA - - -
704 OLAYINKA AKINTUNDE 15vz INSPT M, SHODIPD alp
205 PETER EDQGHAME ~ - "
204. ABDULAHI GMMAXPO " - "
w0 CHARLES DANKLUWA N2 SGT AVOS GAAN 68182 1Dy
200 UNKNOWN L L' CPL EROMONSE ADELOYJE 147328 15010
200 - 1592 INSPT GANIU ADELEKE GSHOO!
210 BRALOMS EMEXA " GPL EAOMONSE AOEQUE I1soLo
21 WHKNOWN e PLADEWALE ADEGBOYE 123802 ELERE
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23 JUNIOR AYDDELE JOSEPH - . .
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218 UNKHOWN 1¥592 SGT ISAAC OMACHONNU 23444 [KEJA
;:; : - SGT LIVINUS IGWUT 48559 {TIRE
7y ' . - .
29 " r . .
220 . . INSPT SIMON QDOH OSHADL
F ’ CPL SUMARA 108563 KETU
22 BASIL ENYY - INSPT ABAM XING 040 -
fr=] LAWAL MUFUTAY 14502 SGTAUBUSTINE EGBOH 103490 WAMINDE
24 UNKNDOWH = GOHST ANTHONY KWIDAE 33228 ALAUSA
228 EHIABHU EMOVON - CPL CHURCHILL AKINJOBI FESTAC
220 SAKOBA AWUNANSY 1yye2 INSPT DAVID 6.0
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Mr. Abdul Oroh'32,a founding member of the Civil Liberties Or-
ganization (CLO) was in September 1992 -appointed as the
Executive Director of the CLO

Mr. Oroh,
who -until |
his appoint- -
ment was ¢
an. Assis-

tant Editor
with the Af-
rican -
Guardian. l
A Political

Analyst and
a journalist
with a wide

T T T ]

. can

The

e)cperience, Mr.
Qroh
worked as the'|
head of political
desk of the Afri-

four years. He
also worked as
journalist with

Vanguard -and
the defunct This
week magazine.

had.

Guardian for

Gaurdian,

Four new stafl attorney have been appointed By the organiza-
tion. They are Messrs Babatope Ibitola Olalekan, Bob James,

Ogaga lfowodo and Cosmas Okafor.

Mr. Babatope Ibitola Olalekan, who has an LL.B (HONS) from
the Rivers State University of Technology, did his Youths service
with the CLO. Mr. Bob James had a brief stint with the Federal
Polytechnic Bida Niger state as a Lecturer. He holds an LL.B
(HONS) from the University of Jos and a B.L.Mr. Ogaga lfowodo

!

The death was in September announced of Mr. Gbe-
miga Abegunde, a prominent member of the Nigerian
Bar association (NBA} and a committed member of the

* Late Abegunde Gbemiga

Civil Liberties Organization and a member of the board
of governors. Late Mr. Abegunde who died in a motor
accidentwas until his death the administrative secretary
of the NBA and the pioneer chairman of the Kaduna
State branch of Ehe CLO with sorrowful heart, the CLO
condoles his family and professional colleagues in the
NBA. Mr. Abegunde has since been buried at his lbadan

home. _ .
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A unit of the Civil Liberties Qrganisation
(CLO) was launched on the 2nd of Oc-
tober, 1992 at the Edo State University.

Ip the words of the Chairman, at the
launching, “Nigerians should form units
and rally round Human Rights Organ-
isations with an aim to struggle for the
entrenchment of Human Rights culture
in our society”.

* Miss E. Dibofuri, the unit's Co-ordina-
tor, in her welcome address, called on
the members to always portray the ide-
afs of the Organisation, in both their pri-
vate and public endeavours.

The protem Chairman of Edo State
branch of CLO Mr. Nnimmo Bassey
who stood in for the CLO President, Mr.
Olisa Agbakoba, in his own address
thanked all the members for their efforts
in establishing the Unit. He called for a
reformation of the prison system. “One
way of doing this", he added, “is the
establishment of well equipped Librar-
ies in each of the prisons”.

Mr. Bassey, speaking further, con-
demned the current politics of money.
He urged Nigerians to come together in
around-table conference {0 discuss the
future of the country.

Mr. Emma Edigheji, CLO’s Organisa-
tion Officer, who was the guest lecture
at the launching urged that “in Nigeria,
just like in other societies, the type of
rights entrenched in our constitutions
from the colonial period to date are rights
whichwhen pursued to theirlogical con-
clusion will threaten the very existence
of the ruling elite”. “For people to enjoy
basic human rights without any hin-
drance”, he opined, “people must col-
lectively fight for them.

Over 200 students from the institution
attended the launching. It would be
recalled that another unit of the Organ-
isation was launched at Irua recently.
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Civil Liberties Organisation

Surulere, Lagos, Nigeria. Tel: (0) - 840288

24, Mbonu Qjike Street, Off Athaji Masha Road

DO YOU WANT TO BECOME A MEMBER OF THE CLO? THEN FILL AND
RETURN THIS COUPQON TO CLO OFFICE NEAREST TO YOU.

Other Branches
1A Junction Road,
P.O. Box 8982,
Kaduna.

Tel: 062 - 211458

4, Mayne Avenue
Calabar.
Tel: 087 - 224737.
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R AFRICAN CHARTER ON HUMAN AND PEOPLES' RIGHTS . I

- . | R . f

: Anicle1 Lo : © Article 15
The momborsmu oithe Orgamutlon of African Umty parisstothe present chaptershall Every individual ahall have the right to work under sauiiable ar- ~-!islnclory' conditions, and
recognize the rights, duties and freedoms enshrined in this Charlor and shall underiak: shall receive equal pay for squal work.® \
10 adop! legisiative or other measures o give effect to ithem. ’ -
, * Adicle 16 -
. Arllcle 2 ' 1. €v- 7 individual shali have the right to enjoy the best attainable state of pnysical and menial

Every individual shall be antitied to the anjoyment of the right and {readoms recognized health, [N
and guarantaed in the prasenl Chaner without distinction of any kind such as race, ethnic. -, 2. States parties to the prasent Charter shall take the neceasary measures to protect tha health - -
grovp., colour, sex, language, religion, polilical or any other oplrnon national and social of their people and to ansura that thay receive medical atiention when they are sick. -

origin, fortune, birth or other staius, - : '

.l PR 3 Aricle 19 .
Articls 3 e 1. Every individua! shall have the right to sducation .
1. Every individual shall be aqual before the law. i 2. Every individual may fresly, take part in the cultural lite o his community.
2. Every individual shall be entitied to equal protection of the [aw. 3. The promotion and protection of morals and traditional values recognized by the community
. - A : shall be the duty of the State. .
A!ll:h l ! \ -
Human beings areinviclabh. Every human being shall be entitled 1o ra:p-diorhu lifeand Articls 20
the integrity of his person. No one may be arbitrarily deprived of this right. 1. The {amily shall ba the nalural unit and of society. ll shall be protecied by the State which
- -, shatl take care of its physical heallth and moral. -
Aflicle 5 " 2. The State shall have the duty to assist the family which is the wslodlln of morals and

: Ev-rymdn\ndual shall haves Lhe right to the respect of the dngmtymhar.nt ina human belng _traditional valyss recognized by the community, s
and to the recognition of his lagal status. All forms of exploilaticn and degradation of man 3. The Stale shall ensure the elimination of every discriminatian against women and also
padicularly siavery, slave trade, lonure cruel, inhuman or degradation punishment and enaure the preleclion of the rights of the woman and the child as stipulated in mlamnlional

{reatmeni mll be prohibited, . declarations and conveniiens.
‘ 4. The aged and the disabled shall also have the right to special messures of pmlodlonk--plng
Article 6 wilh their physical or moral needs.
Every mdrvidual shall have the right 1o liberly and to the security of his person. No one may ..
bo deprived of his freedom except lor reasons and canditions pmwously laid down by law, Anticle 21
In particular, no ona may be arbllrnnly arrested or detained. All paoples shall be equal they shall enjoy the same respect and shall have the umu night.
' o Nothing shall justify the domination of a people by another, -
Articla 7 ' . -
1. Every individual shall have 1he right to have his cause. This .comprises: Article 22

8} Thae right 1o an appeal to competeni national organs against acls of 1. Allpeoples haveright to existence. They shall have 1he unquesiionabls andlnallanablc right
viglaling his fundamental rights asrecognizad and guarantaad by conventions,| laws regu- 1o salt- detenmnahnn They shalt-treety delerminé their political status and shail pursue their

lation and customs in farce; economic and social development accerding to the policy they have ireely chosen.
b) the nghl ln be presurned innocent unhl proved qml\x by a cSmpetent coul‘l 2. Colonized or opprassed peoples shall have the right to iree thamsalves irem the bonds of
or tribunal; t domination by reserling {0 any mesns recognized by the intemational community.
c) tha nght to dotcnu, mc!udmg tho right to be defondod by counsel of his. 3. All peoples shall have the right to the assistance of tha Stale Parties to the presen! Charter
choice; " in their liberation struggle against foreign domination, ba il political, economic or cullural.
‘ d) the right 1o be tried within a reasonable time by an impartial court or T
* tribunal. Article 23

2. No orie may be considered lor an act or omission which did not consmuio a legal - 1. All people shall freely dispose of thair wealth and natural resources. This right shall be
punishable oifanca at tha time il was committed. No penally may be inllicted foran olience - exercised in the exclusive inerest of tha people. In no case shall a people be deprived ol it.
for which no provision was made al the time it was committed, Punishment is persanal and 2. In case ol spolistion the dispased peopla shall have Lhe right 1o the lawlul recavery of ils
can be imposed only on the offender. praparty as well as to an adeguale compensalion.
. . 3. The Iree dispesal of weallh and natural resources shall be exercised without prejudice Lo the
. Anticle 8 obligation of promaoting inlernational economic cooperalion based on mutual respect, equi-
Frasdom ol conaciencs, the profession and Iree practice of religion shall be guaranteed. table exchange and the principles of international law.
No ona may, subject 1o law and order, ba subjacted to measures restricting Lthe exarcise 4. States parties o the present Charler shall individually and collccllva!y exarcise the right to

ol ihese lroadoms. iree disposal of their wanlth and natural resources mih a wew to slrnnglhenlng Alriean unily
and solidanity.
Article 9 5. States parties to Lhe present Cr\aﬂer shall undaertake to ellmlmlo all lorms of iouicn
1. Every lndlwdual shall have the right 1o receive information, economic exploilation particularly that practiced by international monapaclies so as to anable
2. Every individua! shall have the right 1o express and disseminale he opinions within the their peoples to fully benelil from the advaniages derived from thelr national resources.
law. . .
,,‘ .. . ' Arlicle 22 -
. Anticle 10 1, All pecpls shall have the right to their econemic, socml and cultural developmaent with due
1. Every individual shall have the ngm to fres association providod lhat the abides by ragard 10 Lheir freedom and identity and in the squal enjoymant of the common honlagc of
1he taw, rnanklnd
2.Subjecitothe abligation ol solidarity provided forin Amdn 29 no one may be compelled 2. States shall have the dmy. individually or collectivaly 1o ensure the exercise of the nght to
10 join an asseciation. dovelopment, -
Article 11 ' ‘Article 23 .
Every individual shall have the right 19 assembls freely with others. The exercise of Lhis LAl peaoples shall have Lhe righl 1o national and lmarnahonal peace and securily. The

right shall be subject only to necessary restrsictions provided for by law in particular those prmcwles of solidarity and iriandly retations implicitly affirmed by the Charter of the United
snacted in the interast ol national security, health, ethnics and rights and freedoms oi Nations and realfirmed by that of the Orgainsation of African Unity shall govem rola!lons

others. belwean States
2. Forthe purpose of strengthening peace, solidagity and triendly relations, Sa!as partiesio the
) .Arllclo 12 ’ prasent Charter shall ansure that:
1, Every individual shall have the rlghl 1o freedom ol Movament and residence within the 8) any individual enjoying the righl of asylum under Article 12 of Iho presant
borders ¢! a State provided he abides by the law. Charter shall not engage in subversive activities against his counlry of origin or any other Slate
2. Every individual shall have tha right to [esve any country including hxs own, and to return pany to the present Charter, »
to his country. This right may only be subject lo restrictions, provided for by law’ uf the _ b} their tamitoriss shall nol be used as basas lor subvarsive or latrorisl activities .

pretaciicn of national secunty, law and ordar, public health or moramy

3, Evary individual shall have the right, when persecuted, 10 seek dnd obtain nsylum in " ’.Q“L‘“ the people of any °"f°r State party to the present Gharter.

other countries in accordance with the law on those countries and international conven- T N .t Article 24,

fions,

4, A non-national lagally admitled in a territory of & Stale pary to the presem Chanter, may, :” p;’opla:“shnll have the' "Uhl ‘o a 9’"‘"" ,salisfactary environmant favourabld!1d their
anly be axpelted from it by virlue of a decision taken in accordance with the law. evelopme o -~

5. The mass expulsion of non-nationals shall be prohibited. Mass expulsion shall be thaj Acticle 25° R

"_h'm s simad at national, racial, ethnic or rel-g-mfs groups. Stale pariies to the present Charter shall have lhai;’ duty to promote and ensure through

teaching, education and publicalion, the respect of the rights and freedoms containad in the

Article 13 present Charier to see it that these freedoms and righl as well as oorrupondung obligalions

1. Evary cilizen sha!l have right ta participate fraely in the government of his counlry, either
directly or thraugh irmely chasen representalives in accordance with the provisions of the and, dulies are undarstood.

low. -
2. Every cilizens shall have the cght of equal access to the public service of his country.
3. Every individual shall have tha'right of access to public property and services in strict, Articls 26
equality of all persans belore the law. . States parties to the present Charter shall have 1he duty to guarantea the independence of (ha
Courts and shalt allow the aslablishment and improvement of dppropriate national institutions
Aricle 14 entrusted with the promation and protection of tha rights and fresdoms guarantesd by the

The right 1o property shall e guaranteed. it may only be encroached upon in the interest prasani Charter,
of public need or in the general interest of the community and in accordance with the
| provisions of appropriate laws, .
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“PASTWR‘O‘NGS "PRESENT. mHTs:
. ANY FUTURE FOR WOMEN’S RIGHTS? -

7 arimatu Yakubuis awoman. She is Ni-
gerian. And, is redl. In 1985,
She was 19 years old, and a virgin. At

that tender,age and with all her lack of so-
phistication, Karimatu appreciated the worth
of her freedom. To eam it, She had to fight
for it. Her opponent was her father and the
issue was whetherornotshe had a preroga-
tive ta choose or to have a say in who to
marry. The ulimate arbiterin - ’

the fightwas the Courtof Appeal (oi Nigeria}
siting in Kaduna.

The background was brleﬂy this., In 1984,
three suitors made' known to Kanmatu s
father, Alhaji Yakubu Tafida Paiko, their
intentions to marry kaiimatu. They were
Aminu Shuaibu, Umatu Gwagwada and
Mahmoud Ndatsu. Karimatu's father dis-
liked shuiabu and made his feelings known
to her. In deference to her father's wishes,
Karimatu wrote off Shuaibu immediately.
Her options were thus narowed to two.
While she was away to sokoto (from Kaduna)
to consult family friends on her choice, her
tather married her off to Umaru gwagwada.

Shortly after she leamt of this, Karimatu

started efioris to break off the bond. It was -

10 prove along but worthwhile batde. First.
She wrote one of her uncles making a case
tor herself and her right to choose who 1o
marry. Herwords were instructive. Referring
to the .action of her father and those who
acled to deprive her of choice to choose her
spouse, she argued;

T e Te g 1o know he

person to marry her before t.he
mamiage is concluded. So, ! would
like you to leave me to choose the
person-of my choice for marriage
as (sic) the case of all my sisters.
And | prefer to choose the person
my mind accepts for peaceful liv-
ing." -

When this and other letiers did not win her
freedom, she went ahead :

to break off the marriage to, Gwagwada
Thereafter, she married Mahmoud Ndatsu.
Perhaps, feeling that his authority was threat-
ened, Karimatu's father, in league with Umaru
Gwagwada sued her. Karimatu lost in the
trial (Area) Court. Her. appeal to the Sharia
Court of Appeal was unsuccessful. Next,
she proceeded to the Court of Appea, the
second to the highest Court in Nigeria in
Appeal No. CA/K 805/85. Although she was

thatitis |mportant to.

vindicated in the Courl’s judgement given
on December 11, 1985, on some’ technical
point of Sharia Law, the opinion of the Court
of Appeal was a sad’ day for women and
women'’s rights everywhere. According to
the Court:

.. #[O]ne condlusion on which there is
consénsus of opinion in the Maliki Schod! *
of Istamic Law is that a father has the -
right to compel his virgin daughter in
maniage without her consent and even
if she has attained puberty (defined by
the Court to begin at 14 years)..."

The leamed Justices of the Nigeria Court
of Appeal affirmed this most degrading and
disparaging enslavement of womanhood in
spite of the provision of section 39 of the
constitution of the Federal Republic of Nige-
ria 1979 which proscribes discrimination on
grounds of sex. It is not only in Islam that
women are consigned to play second fiddle.
The situation is not very differentin Christen-
dom. Few misogynists in history match the
authority and venom of SaintPaul. Noris the
situation peculiar to Nigeria. Uniil recently in
Peru, South America, women could not even
maintain actions in Court in their name. In
United Kingdom, like in Botswana, Citizen-
ship Laws, untitrecently, favoured Men. And
the U.S.A., wormen who seem 1o have more
inteflligence and fife than a foot-rnat are
called “Feminists”.

All these instances reflect the tendenc:es of
a world that has accepted the man'as the
embodiment of the woman. Because she is
largely regarded as a non-person, e woman
is therefore depersonalized and discrimi-
nated against. These trends manifest them-
selves in employment discriminaion { against
women), unequal access to employment

and unequal remuneration for equal work,

violence against women (physicel, psycho-
logical and emotional); as well as sexual ex-
ploitation.

_Mankind_is perhaps. only just begmnlng to

-Make ‘amends for the ensiavement of women.

But it is proven to be one heil-of & drag. In
1967, the United Nations General Assembly
adopted the Declaration of the Elimination
of Discrimination Against Women. Eight years
later in 1975, the General Assembly de-
dared the Decade for Women:-

And on December 18,1978, the Convention
on the Elimination of afl forms of Discrimina-
tion Against Women {CEDAW) which came
intp force on September 3, 1981, was adopted,
also by the United Nations. In adopting this

- maximum partici
" terms with men In all fields”.
. CEDAW is the most comprehensive articu-

"oonvenﬁon. the Contracting Parties expressed

conviction that the full and complete de-
yelopmentofa country, the wetfare ofthe

World and the cause of peace requirg the -
jion of women on equal

iation of gender perspectives

of human rights'known 10 the world. It cap-

tures the three components of women's
rights as human rights namely; Gender Af-

“firmative® Action (to remedy age-old injus-

tloes) the principle of eguality and the
complemeatary principle of non-discrimina-
tian. Together these three principles constis
tute the composite and evolving concepts of

“Gender Justice”. which ranslates the Golden -

Rule in the context of gender relations.
CEDAW has probably attracted more ratifl-
cation than any other U.N. Convention or
Treaty. Itis a measure of the hypocrisy of the
male dominated wortd that, in spite of this,
the worman's voice is heard only in the deaf-
ening silence of enforced servitude. The

‘conclusion can only be thatthe State Parties

to CEDAW failed to subscribe to |t with any
measure of conviction,

- This I not surprising for, as history abun-
dantly shows. Freedom is neverdonated-on
aplatter of platinum to the oppressed. Ithas -
never been in the character of dominant
dasses anywhere to commit sepukku for
the sake of the dominated. Which is why
legal documents

like oonsttutcons and treaties are insufficient
to win any measure of selfvespect for women
and womanhood. Ultimately, the battle to
liberate womanhood will be fought through
organized agitation involving the mobiliza-
ion of our grand-molhers and forgotten sisters

‘who, in those dark spots lost on the map of
. the world, fight live's daily battles with bare

knuckles. Unless we involve them, the vir-

-tues of women's rights will be forgotien and

buried in the narcissism of the elite, urban
women.

It needs however, to be said, that men
have a partto'play in the chemistry of women's
rights. in the end oppression i5 as debilitat-
ing to the oppressed asitis destructive of the
oppressor. This is good enough reason for
all to rise up 1o the chalienges of righung the

. wrongs of yore; and giving women'srights a

distinct socio-political agenda.

By Anselm Chidi
Qdinkalu y
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