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Article 1 
All human beings are born free and equal in dignity and rjghts. They are endowed 
with reason and conscience and should act towards one another in a spirit 01 
brotherhood. 

Article 2 
Everyone is entitled to all the rights and freedom sei forth in this Declaration, 
without· distinction of any kind, such as race, colour, sex, language, religion, 
poliUcal or other opinion, nalional, or social origin, property, birth or other status. 
Furthermore. nO'distinction shall be made on the basis 01 the political. jurisdic
tional or international status 01 the country or territory to whk:h a persop belongs, 
whether it be independent, trust, non-self-; governing or under any othdr'iimitation 
01 sovereignty. . . 

Article 3 
Everyone has the right to life, liberty and security of person. 

, Article 4 
No one shall be held in slavery or servitude: slavery and the slave trade shall be 
prohibited in all their forms. 

Article 5 
No one shall be suqected to torture or to cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment 
or punishment. 

Article 6 
Everyone has the righ~ to recognition everywhere as a person before the law. 

Article 7 
All are equal before the law and are entitled without the discrimination to equal 
protection of the law. All are entitled to equal protection against any against any 
discrimination in violation of this Decla,ration and against any incitement to such 
discrimination. 

Article B 
Everyone has the righllo an effective remedy by the 'competent national'lribunals 
for acts violating the fundamental rights granted him by the constitution or by law. 

Article 9 
No one shall be suqecled to arbitrary arrest, detention or exile. 

Article 10 
Everyone is entitled in lull equality to a fair and public hearing by an independenl 
and impartial tribunal, in the determination of his rights and obligations and 01 any 
criminal charge against him. 

Article 11 ~ 
1. Everyone charged wilh a penal oHence has ttie right 10 be presumed innocent 
until proved guilty according to law in a public trial at which he has had all the 
guarantees necessary for his defence. 
2. No one shall be held guilty of any penal oHence, under national or international 
law, althe time when it was committed. Nor shall a heavier penalty be imposed 
than the one that was applicable at the Hme the penal offence was committed. 

Article 12 
No one shall be subjected 10 arbitrary inler1erence with his privacy, family, home 
or correspondence, norto attacks upon his honour and reputation. Everyone has 
the right to the protection of the law against such inter1erence or attacks. 

Article 13 
1. Everyone has the right to freedom of movement and residence within the 
borders of each state. 
2. Everyone has the right to leave any country, including his own, and to' return 
to his country. 

Article 14 
Everyone has the right to seek and to enjoy in other countries asylum Irom 
persecution. This right may not be invoked in the case of persecutions genuinely 
arising 'rom non-political crimes or Irom acts contrary to the purposes and 
principles of the United Nations. 

Article 15 
1. Everyone has the right to nationality. 
2. No one shall be arbitrarily deprived of his nationality nor denied the right to 
change his nationality. 

Article 16 
1 .. Men and women of full age. without limitation dueto race, nationality or religion; 
have the right to marry to found a family. They are entilled to equal right as to 
marriage, during marriage and at its dissolution. 
2. Marriage shall be entered into only.with the free and full consent of th? intending 
spouses. 
3. The family is t~e natural and fundamental group unit of society and is entiteld 
tp protection by society and the Stale. 

Article 17 
1. Everyone has the right to own property alone as well as in association with 
olhers. . 
2. No one shall be arbitrarily deprived of his property. 

Article 18 
Everyone has th~ right to Ireedo',!l of thought, 
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and religion; this right 

includes freedom to change his religion or belief, and freedom, either alone or in 
community with others and in public or private, to manilest his religion or belief in 
teaching practice, wors~ip and observance. 

Article 19 
Everyone has the right to freedom of opinion and expression; this right Includes 
freedom to hold opinions without inter1erence and to seek, receive and impart 
information and ideas through any media and regardless of frontiers. 

Article 20 .. 
1. Everyone has the right to freedom of peaceful assembly and association.' 
2. No one may be compelled to belong to an association. 

Article 21 
1. Everyone has the right to take part in the government of his country. directly or 
through freely chosen representatives. 
2. Everyone has the right to equal access to public service in his.country. 
3. The will of the people shall be the basis of the authority of government; this will 

"shall be expressed in periodic and genUine elections which shall be by universal 
and equal suffrage and shall be held by secret vote or by equivalent free voting 
procedures. 

Article 22 
Everyone, as a member of society, has the right to social security and is entitled 
to realization, through national effort and in~ernational cooperation and in accor
dance with the organisation and resources of each State, of the economic, social 
an'd cullural rights indispensable for his dignity and the free development of his 
personality. 

Article 23 
,.. Everyone has right to work, to free choice of e,mployment, tojust andlavourable 
conditions oJ work and to protection against unemployment. 
2. Everyone, without any discrimination, has the right to ~quar pay for equal work. 

·3. Everyone who works has the right to just and favourable remuneration ensuring 
for himseif and his family and existence worthy of huwan dignity, and supple· 
mented, if necessary, by other means of social protection. 
4. Everyone has the right to form and to join trade unions for the protection of his 
i?lerests. 

. Article 24 
Everyone has the right to rest and leisure~ 'including reasonable limitation 01 
working hours and periodic holidays with pay. . 

. Article 25 
1. Everyone has the right to a standard of living adequate for the health and well· 
being of himself and of his family, including food, clothing, housing and medical 
care and necessary social services, and the right to security in the event of 
'lnemployment, sickness, disabilily, widowhood, old age or other lack of livelihood 
in circumstances beyond his control. 
2. Motherhood and childhood are entitled to speCial care and assistance. All 
children, whether born in orout of wedlOCk, shall enjoy the same social protection. 

Article 26 
1. Everyone has the right to education. Education shall be free, at least in the 
elementary and fundamental stages. Elementary education shall be compulsory. 
Technical and professional education shall be made generally available and 
higher education shall be equally accessible to all on the basis of merit. 
2. Education shall be directed to the full development of the human personality 
and to the strengthening of respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms. 
II shall promote understanding. tolerance and friendship among all nations, racial' 
or religious groups, and shall further the activities of the United Nations for the 
Maintenance of peace. 
3. Parents haye a prior right to choose the kind of education that shall be given 
to their children. 

Article 27 
1. Everyone has the rightlreely participate in the cultural life 01 the community, 
to er10Y the arts and to share in scientific advancement and its benefits. 
2. Everyone has the right to the protection of the moral and material interests 
resulting from any scientific, literary or artisitic production of which he is the 
author. 

Article 28 
Everyone is entitled to a social and international order in which the rights and 
freedoms set forth in Ihis Declaration can be fully realized. 

Article 29 
1. Everyone has duties to the community in which alone the free and full 
development of his personality is possible: . 
2. In the exercise of his rights·and freedoms. everyone shall be subject only to 
such limitations as are determined by law solely lor the purpose of securing due 
recognition and respect to,-the rights and freedoms 01 others and 01 meeting the 
just requirements 01 morality. public order and the general welfare in a democratic 
society. 
3. These rights and freedoms may in no case be exercised contrary to the 
purposes and principles of the United Nations. 

Article 30 
Nothing in this Declaration may be interpreted as implying lor any State. group, 
person any right to engage in any activity or to per10rm any act aimed at the 
destruction of any of the rights and freedoms set forth herein. 
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THE PARADOX OF REPARAT~ON 
T he demand for reparation to Africa for the several dec-

ades of ravenous exploitation has gathered a good mo
mentum. One needs only to take a peep into history to 
discover the enormous inexpiable crimes committed against 
Africans which came in form of outright plunder of the conti
nent, in terms of raw materials and other mineral and natural 
resources, and the suffocating domination and subjugation of 
the people accentuated by the obnoxious trafficking of Afri
cans as slaves. 

In fact, some historians have attributed the dismal showing 
of African Countries in socio-economic and political spheres 

By Felix Morka 

to the historical dislocation inflicted by the scramble and 
partition of the continent. It is the view of the protagonists for 
reparation that a continent that was the arena of nearly a 
century of torture and deprivations, unrivalled by no other in 
history and comparable perhaps, only to the Biblical account 
of the captivity of the Israelites in Egypt and the Nazi mas
sacre of Jews in gas chambers, for which the latter have 
become recipient of reparation in expiation of the crimes 
committed against the jewish race, is no less qualified for 
such reparatory payment. 

However,the campaign for payment of reparation to Africa 
by the colonialists seems to have glossed over or completely 
relegated to irrelevance the conspiratorial role played by 
some African Chiefs in aiding arid abetting the rape of the 
continent by foreign powers. For as little as a bottle of gin or 
a keg of gun powder (signifying the white man's magic), these 
chiefs sold out their kinsmen as slaves into the whiteman's 
plantations. Similarly, some of them allowed themselves to be 
used by these invaders to instigate inter-tribal wars to create 
a troubled atmosphere conducive to the taking of war prison
ers who were later sold out into SlavelY. 
The attainment of political independence by most African 
countries came. with it the hope of total emancipation of 
African peoples from the shackles of foreign domination. 
Lamentably, this hope has been seriously truncated by a 
complete failure of the leadership required to lift the continent 
from the throes of poverty, hunger and disease to an egalitar
ian society envisioned by the liberation efforts, as the white 
overlords were immediately replaced by an even more vi
cious breed of local tyrants, whose despotic and dictatorial 
cravings have left the colonial masters with a feeling of 
generous benevolence towards Africa. 
These leaders have presided overthe persecution, massacre 
and enslavement of their own people, in some cases, with 
greater venom than that recorded by the colonialists. 

Names such as Mobutu Sese Seko of Zaire, Idi Amin of 
Uganda, Kamuzu Banda of Malawi, Arap Moi of Kenya, Siad 
Barre of Somalia and others, immediately spark off bitter 
reminiscen'ces of horror, pain and anguish in people who 
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have the exceptional misfortune of being citizens of their 
respective countries. 

On the economic front, they have showed themselves 
grossly incompetent and incapable of managing their na
tional economies, in spite of the abundance of human and 
mineral resources. Corruption and looting of the public treas
ury have remained the pastiime of these rulers, some of who 
are reputed to be richer than the countries they lead and 
whose foreign accounts are fat enough to defray the several 
billion dollars of foreign debt. 

It is from the perspective of this historical paradox that we 
consider the question of reparation somewhat naive. Repara
tion to who and for what? Assuming, reparation is something 
to be paid and is in fact paid, is it to these African leaders who 
have no business with public accountability and probity and 
who see power as their birth right and are prepared to spill the 
last drop of their blood in defence and consolidation of their 
pOSitions, irrespective of the wishes of their people? Or is it 
leaders who have mortgaged their respective countries to for
eign creditors all in the name of securing credit facilities? 
Where is the guarantee that whatever is paid to Africa as 
reparation will be genuinely applied for the benefits and de
velopment of the peoples and continent of Africa and will not 
go thewayof all the wealth of our nations? It is simply perplex
ing to know the huge amount of capital that has been pumped 
into Africa by way of external aid and loans, quite apart from 
the gross national product of these countries, without a com
mensurate increase in the standard of living and develop
ment. 

If we understand reparation in this context to mean some form 
of atonement for a wrong done to a people, then we are 
asking our erstwhile colonial masters to do justice and equity 
to Africa. But I dare say that our leaders must first demon
strate that they are no strangers to justice and fairplay in the 
allocation and distribution of their national wealth. African 
leaders must thoroughly and repentantly purge ourselves of 
base instincts and end exploitative lifestyles- trade marks of 
colonialism. 

I submit therefore, that any talk about reparation should begin 
with the vital necessity of internal reparation. African leaders 
should first pay back their ill-gotten wealth stashed away in 
banks, at home and abroad. This way they would have 
eloquently and categorically expressed their revulsion and 
despise for colonialism and all its manifestations. It is only 
then that we can justifiably and confidently demand repara
tion from our colonisers. Afterall, it is said that chari~J begins 
at home. 

Felix Morka is the Head of Legal Services 
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I:U::EXTORTfJONI 
FIVE POLICEMEN ARRESTED FOR 

EXTOR110N 

Five Policemen including an Inspector were arrested in Augustbythe 
Lagos State Police Command for allegedly extorting money lrom ex
patriates based in Nigeria. 

Briefing newsmen on the 16th 01 August. 1992, the state's Deputy 
Police Commissioner, Mr. Yekini Adeoye, said that the arrest was 
based on reports given to the Inspector-general 01 Police, Alhaji Aliyu 
Attah on foreigners guests paying "toll" to these policemen to avoid 
harrassments. 

According to the Deputy Commissioner, the arrested men mounted 
their illegal road block along Oshodi'Apapa road, a busy area in 
Lagos, through which foreigners coming from Murtala Muhammed' 
International Airport pass. The men, Mr. Adeoye said, were undergo
ing trial. 

This brings to 13 the number of policemen arrested in the last two 
months for extorting money from members of the public. In July, eight 
policemen were similarly arrested at the Mile 12 area of Lagos State 
by the State's Police Command for extorting money from Commercial 
drivers. 

17 POLICE CHIEFS HELD FOR EXTORTION 

Seventeen Police officers in Edo State Police Command have been 
arrested for allegedly extorting money from suspects. 

The State's Police Commissioner, Mr. Ralph Osanaiye, who dis
closed this to newsmen on September 11, 1992 in Benin, the state's 
capital stated that the officers were being queried by a new Police De- . 
partment, set up to fish out bad .eggs in the force. 

The suspects, whose names were not disclosed, were alleged to 
have seized the lawful property of some individuals, under the pretext 
that they were stolen property in a bid to extort money from the victims. 

Also, some police officers were arrested for leaking information 
about Informant to suspects for an undisclosed amount. One of them, 
the Police boss said, was nabbed for leaking information to a suspect 
in a case he was handling, while one: woman Inspector and three 
other senior officers were arrested for extorting money from suspects 
before granting them bail. 

Two other Inspectors and one constable were also picked up for 
.allegedly demanding consultation fee before handling complaints 
reported to them i~ the Charge room, Mr. Osanaiye said. 

TWO UNICAL STUDENTS KILLED 
Two students of the Calabar Polytechnic in Cross River State were 
feared dead and three others severely injured as a result of a violent 
clash between the students of the Polytechnic and a contingent of the 
mobile police on Thursday, August 27. 
ne clash according to Newspaper reports, began when the Mobile 

PoliCe in Calabar, the state capital, moved into the campus to send 
the students packing and to retrieve about 13 vehicles seized, over a 
period of two days by the students of Cross River State origin in the 
School, who were demanding for the payment of their 1992 annual 
bursary award from the state government. 
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When the mobile police moved in, the students who were sup
posed to be having their lectures, came out shouting that they were 
not going to vacate the campus, as their semester examination 
was at hand, but the police stepped up their efforts by using the 
tear-gas to force them out. 

The students then left the campus and converged at the main 
junction in front of the institution leading to the town and erected 
barricade to prevent the police from moving to the town with the 
vehicles. For about for hOurs, a tear-gas battle raged on betweer. 
the students and the police. 

When the police later ran out of the tear-gas, they were said to 
have used fire arms which left the two students dead and three 
others fatally wounded. The names of the affected students were 
however not known as at the time of going to press. 

ARMY COLONEL KILLED AT CHECKPOINT 

A Colonel in the Nigerian Army was on the night of September 6 
shot dead by the police at a road block in Lagos. 

The victim, Colonel Ezra Rindam of the Army Training and 
Doctrine Command (TRADOC) in Minna', Niger State was return
ing from a visit to an Army General in Ikoyi, Lagos. On getting to 
a police checkpoint on Herbert Macaulay road he was flagged 
down by one of the policemen on duty, who ordered his driver to 
park and the victim to get out of the car. But as he was stepping out 
in response to the order, bullets were alleged'y pumped into him, 
killing him on the spot. The Policemen latertook to their heels when 
it dawned on them that their victim was an army officer. 

Answering question from the newsmen on the issue, the Lagos 
State Commissioner of Police, Mr. AbdulY. Adeoye confirmed that 
the army officer was shot in cold blood. He added that the three 
policemen implicated in the incident have been arrested. Follow
ing speculations that soldiers were mobilising for a retaliatory 

attack on the 
police, the 
Inspector 
General of 

. police, Alhaji 
Aliu Attah, 
swiftly or
dered the 
immediate 

Late Col. Ezra Rindam 

dismanHing of all 
police road
blocks nation
wide on Sep
tember7,1992, 
apparently to 
prevent an out
break of hostili
ties between the 
two. security 

forces. The directive also ordered all Zonal Assistant Inspectors
General oi Police (AIGS) to hold regular meetings with their state 
Police Commissioners and Divisional Police Officers (DPOs) to 
map out interim security measures for the country. 

The indiscriminate killing of defenseless Nigerians by police
men has continued to plague the SOCiety. h; August, a-22 year old 
police constable, Mr. Oladejo, attached to the Oyo State pOlice 
command similarly shot dead one, Mr. Salisu Ajasain Ibadan, the 
state capital. In the same vein a final year student of Government 
Technical COllege Port Harcourt, River State, Mr. Uduak Harry 
was gunned down by a policeman during a fracas at a football 
match in July 1992. 
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OTHERS 

KATSINA LEGISLATORS WANT POLICE 
COMMISSIONER REMOVED 

The Katsina State House of Assembly has called for the 
removal of the State Police Commissioner, Alhaji Hanusa 
Alijos, because of his alleged unpopular approach to security 
matters in the state. 

The request came after a member of the house Mallam 
Ibrahim Yadu, representing Mai' Adua North constituency, 
moved a motion for the commissioner's transfer from the state. 
During deliberation on the motion, the legislators accused the 
Commissioner of creating unnecessary panic among residents 
of the state's capital, citing examples of the recurring religious 
riots caused by members of the Shiite Muslim Sect in the state. 
The motion was unanimously adopted. 

Consequently the State House of Assembly, appointed a six
member Committee, headed by the majority leader, Alhaji Sani 
Liti, to meet the state governor, Alhaji Saidu 8arda whom, they 
believe could help solve the problem as the Chief Security 
OHicer of the State. 

PROBLEMS FACING THE POLICE FORCE: 
POLICE BOSS CRIES OUT 

The Oyo state police commissioner, Mr. James Dababa on 
August 17, said that the facilities at his command were not 
adequate for the force to perform its duties eHectively in an age 
of hi-tech crime. 

Mr. Dababa expressed this concern during the Police Com
munity Relation Committee (PCRC) meeting held at the 
conference hall of the state police headquarters, Eleyele, 
Ibadan. 
The police boss noticed that the force had been neglected for 

long and was now in a sorry state trying to cope with the myriad 
of problems militating against its operations. According to him, 
"The yearly allocations for the police is not enough to cater for 
five percent of the problems at hand", pointing out that the Oyo 
state Police Command was owing the Nigerian Telecommuni
cations Limited (NITEL) about N2million. Mr. Oababa said, "for 
instance, if a member of the public calls for police assistance 
while his neighbour is being attacked by hoodlums and the 
police could not arrive on the scene at a reasonable time, such 
a caller would undoubtedly give his confidence to a dog rather 
than the police". This he attributed to the economic crisis facing 
the country which has made the Federal Government not to 
provide enough for the needs of the police thus compelling 
them to look for help from members of the public through its 
community relations committee. 

POLICEMEN TO UNDERGO MEDICAL CHECK 

The Inspector General of Police, Alhaji Aliu Attah, has ordered 
all police officers to undergo a comprehensive examination im-
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mediately. The order, which came in the third week of 
AUQust, may not be unconnected with the sudden death of 
a deputy Inspector General of Police (DIG) Alhaji Saminu 
Dauraon August 15th, 1992. The latest casualty in the death 
roll among police oHicers in the country was that of a police 
officer in Delta State, who collapsed in his oHice and died. 
It was also reported that as at the time of late Alhaji Saminu's 
death, the body of an Assistant Commissioner of Police in 
Oyo State was already in the mortuary. 

POLICE ACCUSED OF KILLING 
INNOCENT NIGERIANS 

The president of the Nigeria Labour Congress (NLC), Mr. 
Paschal 8afyau, accused the Nigerian Police Force of killing 
more innocent Nigerians than armed robbers. 

Speaking in Abeokuta, Ogun State Capital, at a three-day 
Seminar of the Senior StaH Consultative Associations of 
Nigeria (SESCAN), the NLC boss stated that "available 
statistics! data show that a large percentage of people were 
killed and brutalised via gunshots by the police than by 
armed robbers". 

He therefore called for a re-organisation of the force 
before the civilian fully take over, s.o as to ensure a stable 
third republic. 

PSYCHIATRIC TEST FOR COPS 

Officers and men of the Nigerian Police force will soqn 
undergo psychiatric test as part of efforts to find out why 
some .of them are always quick on the trigger against 
defenseless Nigerians. 

Making this known at a news conference in Kaduna on 
September 17, the force's image maker, Mr. Frank Odita 
told newsmen that the step is necessary to determine 
factors responsible for the incessant killing of innocent 
Nigerians by policemen. 

In his words: We want to find out whether some of us have 
psychiatric problem or whether it is frustration. He con
ceeded thatthe deaths at checkpoints had not only given the 
police force bad publicity but had also become a source of 
friction between it and the Nigerian public. 

Speaking on the new security measures being put in place 
following the withdrawal of policemen from check-points, 
Mr. Odita promised that under the arrangement man-on
ground and motorised patrol system by policemen would be 
used 

He also assured that resources-vehicles and motor-bikes 
would be made available to all police commands nationwide 
to ensure a successful execution of the new security strat
egy. 



c. L. 0.' AT 
I n the human realm. a child born 

five years ago. given all unfore· 
seen circumstances must have started run· 
ning. jumping or sent off to school. 

And so like the human child, the Civil Iiber· 
ties Organisation (CLO) In its five years 

I BY: UGOCHUKWU OKEZIE 

has putting human rights on the national 
agenda. 

Mr. Anselm Chidi Odinkalu, Coordinator of 
Projects and Planning, looks back "the idea 
behind selling up the organisation was purely 
accidental"A flash of insight so to speak. 

. The thrust of CLO's activities, since its 
birth, is hinged on its pristine aims and objec· 
tives which says;· "The Civil Liberties Or· 
ganisation is a non·govemmental, non·par· 
tisan and voluntary Nigerian human rights 

. league. Its purpose Is the defence and the 
expansion of the scope of the civil liberties of 
all residents in Nigeria. This is pursued by 
the inveStigation of human rights abuses 
and the publication 'of reports on them, as 
well as the use of the law court to seek 
redress for persons whose rights have been 
violated" 

Added to these laudable objectives is its 
zealous desire to rid our prisons of its man· 
strosity and murk which indisputably can 
pass for a death and torture chamber. 

In.the last five years, the CLO has exposed 
the plight of prisoners and the pathetic state 
of those who are uniawfully detained either 
via Decree 2 of 1984 (detention of persons 
decree as amended). or by way of police 
discretion 'and the popular awaiting trial 
detainees. 

Also, in the last five years, the Civil Liber· 
ties Organisation (CLO) has taken the fight 
to the Nigerian Police Force which has per· 
fected the art of extra·judicial killing of the 
citizens It is paid to protec\. 

The killings of Dr. Nwogu Ikere, the Dawodu 
brothers, the Oko _Oba Seven, Elechi Igwe 
and the recent felling of Colonel Ezra Rind am 
in cold blood, among many others speak 
volumes of the Nigerian Police Force vampir· 
iSh instincts. How especially with the acci· 
dental discharge and trajectory theories always 
propounded by the Nigerian police, after 
extermination of the life of innocent citizens. 

"One must not forget too soon the journey 
to and exposure of the infamous 1t~·lko de· 
tention Island, a four·hourjoumeyfrom Epe 
shores of the Atlantic Ocean and infested 
with crocodiles, alligators, sharks, reptiles 
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and other dangerous forms of manne life"· 
1988 annual reports of the CLO. 

CLO has brought succour to many a de· 
tainee. The case of the eleven kid robbers 
whose sentences were recently commuted 
to prison terms by the Governor of Lagos 
State Sir Michael Otedola cannot be forgot· 
ten too soon amongst innumerable batties it 
had fought (and still fights) over illegal de· 
tention and incarceration. 

It has fought relentlessly to ensure that 
basic freedoms and rights are guaranteed, 
given that these freedoms are continually 
and flagrantly being violated by the military 
authorities. 

An example was the closure of press 
houses and detention of media personnel 

't 

r::c~~£' 
Olisa Agbakoba 
President of CLO 

over the alleged complicity of the pressin the 
April22nd 1990 roup attempt by Major Gideon 
Orkar. The Punch, Guardian and the Van· 
guard, had a fair share of the soured milk; 
indusive is the slam among others on the so· 
called radical activists. 

In the same vein, freedom of association 
and peaceful assembly which has been 
consistently abused byway of repression of 
trade unions, enchaining of academiC free· 
dam and students unionism have all come 
underthe ambitof the Civil Liberties Organ· 
isation. 

Women and children can now celebrate 
with the Civil Liberties Organisation because, 
the CLO has stopped at nothing in righting 
all the wrongs committed against these 
section of humanity. 

At least in September 1990, Nigeria for· 
merly signed the United Nation convention 
on the rights of the child at the end of the 
world summit on the rights of the child be. 
tween September 29th and 30th 1990. 

One other area the Civil Liberties Organ· 
isation has performed creditably well, is in 
confronting abuses againstthe rule of law as 
exemplified in the promulgation of absolutist 
decrees, illegal detention, visiting the iniqui· 
ties of one person upon another (as In de· 
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taining relatives' of the April 22 coup sus· 
pects), executive disregard of the due proc· 
ess of the law, infusion of ouster dauses in 
decrees, the judiciary and judicial com· 
placence, death penalties and minors on 
death row. 

Over the past five years, the CLO has filed 
innumerable suits that traversed all aspects 
of hurnan rights violations, sorne of which 
are still pending in different courts all over 
the country; indusive is free legal aid servo 
ices to members of the society who would 
have relapsed into complacency because 
they cannot afford the cost of litigation. 

At present, it is doing a critical analySiS of 
the transition to Civil Rule Programme with a 
view to ascertaining the hOW'S, why's and 
the relevance viz-a-vlz the peoples exercise 
of their pOlitical rights. 

If there is one area the Civil Liberties Or· 
ganisation has performed creditably well, it 

. is in exposing various human rights abuses, 
the sensitising and conscientising of people 
their rights and options available for seeking 
redress. 
Amongst its very notable publications are:· 

"Human Rights Condidon in Nigeria· Mid 
yearreport for November 1987· May 1988; 
Violations of Human Rightsin Nigeria _CLO 
Annual Report for 1988; Human Conditions 
in Ikoy; Prisons ·1989; Report on human 
Rights in Nigeria • CLO Report for 1989; 
Human Condoons and Human rights Abuses 
at the Kirikiri Maximum Sec.urity Prisons· 
1990; special Report on Decree 2 • 1990" 

Others are: "Human rights Abuses in the 
Refugee settlement of the Displaced Ma· 
rako people·A 1990 report hinged on man's 
inhumanity to man; Human rights in Crisis· 
October 1990; Don't let Them Die: Report 
on the Detendon Condition of the Twelve 
Condemned Kids • 1990; The Forgotten 
Ones: Children Suffering mental illness in 
Benin City· October 1990' and "Behind the 
Wall", published in June 1991 which drew 
the ire of the International cornmunity against 
the Federal Military Government on the state 
of the Nigerian Prison Systems. 

The CLO also received loudest ovation 
and accolades from the International Com· 
munity and Human Rights group, notably 
the lawyers Committee in the US for the 
1990 James Baldwin Award and the Am· 
nesty International for the aptness and de· 
tails presented in " Behind The Wall".!n 
furtherance of its aims and objectives, the 
CLO publishes a quarterly Journal . "Ub· 
erty" which plays a triple role as a human 
rights educator, a disseminator of human 

Contd on Page 10 
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HUMAN RIGHTS WORK IN NIGERIA 
ORGANIZED human rights work in Nigeria is new. It's birthday is October 15, 1987. The f~rst 
product was the Civil Liberties Organization (C.L.O.). The inspiration for Its conception 
occurred quite by chance. It all began when a journalist referred a case of one Joseph Odogu, 
a long standing detainee, to our law firm in July 19~7. 

He requested we apply to the courts for bail 
pending Joseph's trial for alleged armed rob· 

.-:-,'... bery. We accepted the case. We learned from 
.: Joseph that he was arrested in August 1980 

and detained in prison without bailor trial for 
seven years. The conditions, he said. were 
unbearable. The food was unfit for human 
consumption. Congestion was so bad that inmates 
slept in shifts; half stood while the others slept. 
As many as three inmates died daily. On these 
facts aJudgewas able to grant him bail. Joseph 

.,..' .. -
By Olisa Agbakoba 

regained his freedom. We were unprepared for 
what followed. Wewere inundated with appeals 
from prison inmates who learned about our 
work from Joseph. They wanted to be out too. 

Their cases were not too dissimilar. Long stay 
in prison custody under inhuman conditions. 
We realized we had to start organizing to meet 
what was a major national problem. A law offi?e 
was clearly inadequate. I then got together with 
one other lawyer to found the C.L.O. Happily 
the community of Human Rights N.G.O's has 
since grown. albeit slowly. There are now six 
human right groups in Nigeria. . 

Our first problem was how to get orgamzed 
and raise funds. We realized the futility, on the 
outset of canvassing for public contributions. 
The environment simply did not exist for it. 
There is no culture of giving for human rights 
work in Nigeria. But the founders decided .to 
plod atong. We had no firm id~a on h~W to bUild 
an organization, let alone run It. We Simply took 
on case after case and hoped for the best. 
Success came early, not on account of any 
particular effort on our part. It was all due to a 
sympathetic Judge; (Mr. Justice I. Agora) v.:ho 
gave very many rulings releasing long standing 
detainees from unlawful custody. Soon, we 
began to make some.impact. There was a lot of 
media coverage particularly when the CLO 
uncovered the existence of a Prison Island (Ita
Oko Detention Camp) much like Robben Island 

and AI Catraz. 
Early C.L.O. work concentrated on the shrivelled 

prisoners of long standing. After making a suc
cess of our prison litigation project, we were 
ready for the controversial issues - administr.~
tive detention laws, unconstitutionality of mili
tary governments, fair trial for coup plotters. 
corruption and pOlitical accountability. But we 
still had some learning as indeed we still do. We 
had the commitment but no funds. This is truly 
a major handicap for NGO's in Nigeria .. 

The first funding for the CLO came 10 the 
shape of a small grant from The Nertherland 
Institute of Human Rights (SIM). It covered of
fice accommodation and basic equipment. If 
human rights monitoring will be effective it is of 
first importance to have effective presence in 
the area. A good spread at the grassroots helps 
in reporting violations. The CLO has two re-
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We also have active branches in States but this 
is hardly enough to report 'luman rights Viola
tions across Nigeria's 30 States. One of our 
tasks is how to expand membership. It is very 
difficult. People are not inclined to join volunt~r
ily and we continually think up ways of sustain
ing interest. A good approach is to locate local 
concerns and use it to mobilize new members. 
It is effective to build the membership base 
around relevant civil and economic rights read
ily understood by the community. One example 
was about the tragic Maroko case; 300,000 
slum dwellers lost their homes when the Lagos 
State Government destroyed their community. 
It became a great national issue and evoked 
much concern because the intention of the 
government was to allocate the land to specu· 
lators and developers. 

We gave the government a hell of a fight over 
their action. We went to court in three separate 
jurisdictions and finally obtained an injunction 
from the Court of Appeal restraining re-alloca· 
tion of Maroko land. The embittered slum dwellers 
readily identified with our work for them. N~W 
members poured in as they could empathize 
with our cause. Special methods to reach the 
large illiterate population are kept in view .. some 
are street theater, illustrations. folk musIc and 
so on. At this time we are developing themes on 
poverty and homelessness. II is possible to pin 
down empowerment discussions on issues that 
directly affect the recipients. Our networking 
strategy encourages members of the human 
rights community to work together and stay 
close knit. It enhances the voice. A striking 
example occurred in July 1991 when the Fed
eral Government shut down the Guardian 
Newspapers for "sensational" reporting about 
the murder of two Polytechnic students by the 
Police. Six Human Rights Groups filed suit 
which established definitive guidelines about 
executive interference with press freedom. 
Collective action had effect. 

Another good reason why members of the 
human rights community must and do work 
together is that it enables each group focus and 
develop special skills and expertise. Limited 
resources are well spread and repetitive work 
avoided. Then we had to think through some 
strategies. We drew up a constitution, elected 
officers and went for members. We also thought 
it would be a good idea to publish an annual 
account of the human rights record in Nigeria. 
The first volume was published December 1987. 
We have followed on ever since. But we had a 
bit of trouble with the authorities.over the first 
annual report. We were arrested and detained 
for four days for "activities inimical to the Na
tional Security". It was the first jolt but we have 
come to learn to deal with them. The govern
ment has also accepted our presence, albeit 
reluctantly. In 1988, the government denied our 
application for funding from the Ford Founda
tion. Happily. in 1989 the John Merck Fund of 

the U.S. and the Netherlands Institute of Hu· 
man Rights supported two projects. We suf
fered a major problem in the early days. A key 
member of the organization resigned on policy 
difference. But the CLO survived. This has 
allowed the CLO concentrate on campaigns 
while yet others look at Human Rights Educa

tion. 
Another feature of our networking plan is get

ting plugged into the Internati~nal Human Rig,hts 
Community. This is so very Important. The 1m· 
pact of human rights work at the locall,evel is 
limited by organizational scope and funding. So 
it helps that we stay in close touch with the inter
national community. This strategy proved use
ful to me once. It was all about my detention by 
the authorities on the night of June 8, 1990 
because the CLO offered legal services to 
people detained because of the military coup of 
April 22, 1990. Our international network went 
to work on the night I was detained. I was out the 
following morning when news of it was carried 
by the BBC and VOA. 

It is regretted that African NGO's are not as 
effectively linked to one another as they should 
be. There are lots of experiences that could be 
shared. I am sure that it will enhance theAfrican 
democratization process. And so the CLO has 
just conceived a link - the African Monitoring 
Group (AMG) td enhance the many echoes into 
one loud voice. 

CAMPAtGNS 
One of the main products of campaigning is to 

excavate violations of human rights. If you want 
to bring an issue tothe public glare, an~ k~ep.it 
on the front burner, sustained campalgnmg IS 
very effective. This creates impact. The CLO 
prison project is one good example. In 1987 no 
one knew about prison conditions but we forced 
it on to the national agenda. Between 1987 and 
now, no less than 13,000 prisoners regained 
their freedom on account of our work. The 
publication of our book on prison conditions 
("Behind the Wall") forced the government t~ 
start looking at prison conditions very sen
ously. The second great campaign that the CLO 
waged (in collaboration with two other groups) 
was the "Campaign for Democracy". 

Another illustration of the effect of campaigns 
concerned 12 persons sentenced to death for 
their alleged role in the unsuccessful coup of 
April 1990. They were not given a fair trial. The 
military trial was constituted in a manner that 
did not guarantee fair hearing. Choice of coun
sel was denied and the proceedings were con
ducted in secret. The CLO alerted the public 
that the 12 were to face a firing squad. Interna
tional pressure followed. Amnesty International 
issued urgent action appeals. Happily the gov
ern'ment commuted the death penalties to life 
terms. 

The campaign procedures are also used to 
strengthen the democratization process. We 
run an empowerment programme for the state 
houses of i 



We caU attention to human rights concerns and 
urge that legislative action be taken in the form 
of committee hearings and in some cases votes 
of censure against executive misconduct. We 
have placed before legislators diverse issues; 
Police extra-judicial killings, the 12 kids on 
death row, the plight of slum dwellers and so on. 
We also urged that Human Rights Committees 
be established in Houses of Assembly. 

LEGAL RESOURCES 
The legal resources directorate offers assis

tance and representation in cases of human 
rights violations. The central strategy is not 
necessarily to win a case. The climate for 
judicial Independence is too stifling. Many decrees 
oust the courts powers. So we use the instru
ment of litigation to bring rights abuses to public 
attention. The press is very circumspect to 
report human right!i cases for fear of govern
mant reprisal but they show more willingness to 
do this it there is a suit in court. At least they can 
claim qualified privilege to report about public 
issues. So litigating is really an extension of our 
campaign techniques. But we do get favourable 
rulings from the courts. I earlier referred to the 
newspaper caSe. I might also mention that the 
CLO actively litigated on the matter of the coup 
plotters of 1990. In one of the cases (Gloria 
Mowarin vs The Nigerian Army) a court de
clared the detention of the.applicant, a girlfriend 
of an alleged coup plotter, one Alex Aigbe, 
unlawful and unconstitutional. The government 
held Gloria hostage because it could not find 
Aigbe and reluctantly released her only after 
the Court of Appeal chastised it. 

In 1985, the preventive detention law (Decree 
No.2) allowed the· Military government detain 
any person for 3 months without trial. But 
following an avalanche of law suits (including 
Gloria Mowarin) by the human rights commu
nity the government was forced to amend the 
law by reducing the period of detention to 6 
weeks. Not abad result in a country where there 
is no respect for human rights. The C LO filed 62 
lawsuits in 1991. One of the cases waS about 
extra judicial killing of innocent people by the 
police. The situation was terrible. The police 
would shoot people· and dump their bodies in 
the public morgue. The practice was completely 
out of hand until we started filing suits seeking 
exhumation orders. We obtained a string of 
decisions Until the Inspector-General Police 
was forced to issue orders to his men restricting 
the use of firearms. Several obstacles exist in 
the way of litigating Issues. The pervading one 
is the problem of locus standi (standing to sue). 
Locus standi is a threshold issue. A person who 
has no standing cannQt in fact commence pro
ceedings. The concept of standing to sue is 
extremely limited in Nigeria. This is because no 
distinction is made between public interest and 
private Interest litigation. The doctrine of stand
ing in private suits is understandably restricted 
to persons who can sho~ special damage. But 
If this were applied In public law no hUman rights 
organization could ever file suit for victims of 
human rights abuses. This is one of the legal 
obstacles we are seeking to overcome as it will 
give us a wider latitude to intervene to protect 
human rights abuses. Public interest litigation 
in Nigeria is often without impact if media 
attention is not brought to bear on it. It is what 
compels the authorities to watch out. So 'we 

combine public Interest litigation' with impact 
journalism for the best results. We also use on 
occasion, complaints procedures at the African 
Commission for Human and Peoples Rights 
although the results have been limited. 

RESEARCH PUBLICATIONS'AND DOCU
MENTATION 

As the name suggests, Research Publica
tions and Documentation is about fact finding 
and documentation. Our documentation unit 
monitors and reports on the human rights situ
ation in Nigeria. The result is published annu
ally. The 1990 annual report covered diverse 
subjects as police abuse, prison conditions, the 
military coup d'e tat, fundamental freedoms, 
economic rights , women's and children's rights, 
the rule of law; and the death penalty. The 
report enables the national authorities assess 
their performance and provides the Interna
tional Community with an agenda of action. The 
regular quarterly newsmagazine of the CLO is 
produced by the research unit. This provides a 
forum for human rights ideals to be discussed. 
It also reports the findings of stUdies which have 
no chance of publication in the regular papers. 
It is useful that NGO's develop a mode of 
communication where the regular newspapers 
prove inadequate. Our Research Unit also pub
lish books and journals to aid information flow 
on hUman rights. The high point of our effort re
mains our publication of Prison Conditions _ 
"Behind the Wall". The government was forced 
to take action when the Report was released. 
5,300 inmates were granted Presidential am
nesty to help decongest the prisons. Food al
lowances were increased by 100%. We also 
produce a journal on human rights law - the 
Journal 01 Human Rights Law and Practice. We 
have five books on different subjects coming 
out this year and it is to be hoped that they will 
playa strong part in the strategy to inculcate 
human rights values in Nigeria. 

SPECIAL PROJECTS 
The special projects unit focusses on classes of 
rights that require special study. Some of our 
speCial projects include the National Prisons 
Project, Women's Rights project, Campaign for 
Democracy project, and the Legal Assistance 
Network. The impact Of human rights work in 
Nigeria is being increasingly felt. No govern

, ment wants to be seen violating human rights. 
We determine priorities by the level of abuses. 
In 1987 we concentrated on the prisons. In 1990 
we turned to the police. And we have since 
focussed on politics and the democratization 
process. But constraints remain. 

POLITICAL ENVIRONMENT 
The political environment is harsh for human 
rights work in Nigeria. Military dictatorships do 
not readily accommodate organized dissent. 
The Nigerian government is no different and 
show it in many ways:- banning orders against 
union activities like the students and workers; 
Proscription and closure of newspaper; mali
cious rosecution of human rights campaigners, 
harassment and detention of people and so on. 
The government also censors movement. No 
human rights campaigner was allowed to leave 
the c;ountry until very recently. So the choice we 
have made is how to strike that balance be
tween getting the job done and avoiding pro-

SCription. Sometimes we are compelled to leave 
well alone very sensitive Issues. The abortive 
military coup of 1990 was'one Instance where 
we threaded carefully. We tried as we could to 
cover the very many problems about It without 
affording the government the excuse they so 
desperately want to take action against us. We 
got away with some bruises, harassments, 
detention and the like but we survived It all. We 
often play cat and mouse with the government 
managing to keep one step ahead. The lesson 
here is never give the authorities an opportunity 
but do not also compromise on policy principles. 
It is so very difficult. 

LEGAL CONSTRAINTS 
Emergency and administrative detention laws 
remain the most effective constraint for human 
rights work. The space for work is ever further 
restricted by a highly compromised and de
pendent judicial system. Legal action on behalf 
of victims of hUman rights abuses are not 
generally considered seriously by Judges. En
forcement of fundamental rights are severely 
limited by exclusion clauses. A bill of rights does 
not exist and there is simply no respect for the 
rule of law. Denial and cancellation of registra
tion under the law is another weapon used by 
the government to harass NGO's. Although it is 
not mandatory to register a human rights or
ganization under Nigerian law it enhance credi
bility to be recognized as corporate entity. The 
CLO was registered in 1987 but the license was 
cancelled. We have not bothered to make an 
issue out of it as we are perfectly entitled to 
carry on our work as an unincorporated asso
ciation.lndeed one advantage is that we cannot 
in fact be banned. The CLO Is represented by a 
body of five trustees and unless they all die at 
the same time, there is no way the government 
can move against it. There is therefore some 
point in not seeking registration but the choice 
will be with the particular NGO and the decision 
of government. 

Human Rights work is still in it's early stages 
in Nigeria, Because of the pervading influence 
of government, people are generally not in
clined to support human rights activities. As I 
said earlier there is no culture of suppon for 
NGO work.in Nigeria. Support comes largely 
from overseas - the development agencies and 
the private trusts. We have no real problems 
with this, although the government had tried to 
discredit the human rights community during 
the campaign against the nomination of Gen
eral Obasanjo and Mr. Ajibola for International 
Public office. The government made an issue of 
our funding sources. In a carefuliy planned 
strategy to win public support, the government 
questioned the loyalty and commitment of the 
human rights community to the national interest.! 
was amazed at the high level of debates in the 
newspapers. Happily the human rights NGO's 
won handily. The attempt at subterfuge was 
gone. 

Human Rights work requires a lot of sacrifice 
it it must be sustained In Nigeria. The only way 
to prevent or at any rate resist violation of 
human rights in Nigeria, as indeed anywhere,ls 
to support the democratization process. 

Being excerpts from a/ectura dellveredb y 
Mr. Oils. Agbakoba In April, 1992 at tho 
Novlb Conference, at the Hague. 
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rights news and a forum for the exchange of 
ideas and opinions on human rights ques
tions and as an in-house journal. 
It also publishes aJoumal of Human Rights 

Law And Prac6cein Nigeria and Abroad - a 
legal exposition of human rights practices 
and laws with contributions from notable 
legal luminaries. 

The Amnesty Intemational -a similar hu
man rights league relies heavily on CLO 
reports for its annual reports of human rights 
situations all over the world. "Index on cen
sorship" based in the United Kingdom in its 
various publications has also made exten
sive use of reports by CLO and back home 
one must not fail to mention the copious 

T o understand the expedience of the pub
lications from the Civil liberties Organ-

isation (CLO) is to understand the objectives 
and activities of the CLO. 

In the five years of its existence, CLO has. 
inspite of the paucity of re~ources, churned 
cut volumes of publications aimed at sensitis
lng. and conscientising the people of Human 
Rights violations in Nigeria. 

As in the "Liberty", the aims and objectives 
of all CLO publications are woven round the 
quest to disseminate human rights news and 
exchange ideas and opinions on the human 
rights question 

Along this line of thought, the CLO has 
published annual reports on the state of human 
rights in particular years. The reports before 
the 1990 edition though scanty covered hu
man rights violations by the government, the 
military, the State Security Service {SSS)and 
by the police .. It is most disheartening to note 
that law makers are the greatest violators, 
The 1988 edition exposed prisoners' abuses 
and also exposed the existence of a detention 
island of Ita Oko which was created by the 
Obasanjo regime. 

The 1989 edition was on general violations, 
arrests and detention without trial, extra-judi
cial killings by the police, congested police 
cells, torture in police cells and also the case 
of children in prisons. 

In 1990, a more comprehensive report was 
written In this report, the ugly face of police 
brutality was unveiled, gross abuses against 
women and children in police custody, pOlice 
harassment at checkpoints and the hopeless, 
overcrowded, squalid, brutal and dehumani
sing state of the prisoners were also uncov
ered .. 

Other aspects treated in the 1990 report 
were: "in the shadow of April 22(the abortive 
coup).Names of those detained and either re
leased or executed were given. Freedom of 
expression and press freedom" led us into 
media houses being shut down and workers 
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quotations of GLO reports by the Nigerian 
Institute of Advanced Legal Studies in its 
N.I.A.L.S. Research Series No. 1 titied : 
Human Rights And The Administration Of 
Criminal Jus6ce In Nigeria': This re-echoes 
the claims of its President Mr. Olisa Ag
bakoba that "CLO Is the most effective 
human rights group In A/rica." 

Just like any other field of human en
deavour, the CLO has its own peculiar prob
lems. 

The President, Mr. Olisa Agbakoba ex
plains: "We have tremendous problems of 
Organisation, funding, commitrrent and 
proper direction" but he has words of en
couragement: "I put all these as the prob-

detained for no reason than that they were con
nected with their professional duties. There 
was also ''freedom of association and peaceful 
assembly". This affected certain assemblies in 
the SOCiety: the trade union, academia, stu
dents union, political associations' and the tran~ 
sition programme. 

The 1990 report also discussed extensively 
the abuse of economic rights which was tied to 
the abrupt withdrawal of subsidies on social 
welfare schemes and unemployment. A situ
ation where the poor was getting poorer and the 
rich getting richer. 

It went further to lend a support to women's 
and children's rights given that this group of 
human beings have had serious violations of 
their rights to be. 

Coming closely at its heels is the wanton and 
reckless disregard for the rule of law by the 
powers that be. in What may be termed execu
tive lawlessness. promulgation of absolutist 
decrees laced with ouster clauses. 

Fair comment was also made of death pen
alty, given that those sentenced to death are not 
allowed the right to appeal against their convic
tion and the issue of minors on death row. 

Among the quarterly publications, we have 
"Journal Of Human Rights Law And Practice. 
This journal is designed to "contribute to the 
development and systemisation of h\..lman rights 
jurisprudence particularly in developing coun
tries and to enhance mutual exchange of expe
rience in hUman rights law and practice across 
national boundaries. Volume 1 NO 1 and VOl
ume 1 NO 2 are pr'esently in circulation. Tied to 
this, is the annual litigation reports from the 
legal directorate. 

Deserving mention is the explosive long term 
work and the only book that has ever been 
comprehensively written on the Nigerian male 
prisons. BEHIND THE WALL, a 262 paged
book published in 1991. 

This is a thoroughly researched work which 
exposes the state of male prisons in Nigeria. 

"Behind The Wall" was a brilliant attempt at 
not only knitting together all reports concerning 
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lems of evolution." Adding Odinkalu said 
"some of the problems are centered around 
inadequacy of money to be as effective as 
we wish to be. less cooperation from public 
authorities {as sometimes many CLO offi
cials have been brutalized by security agents 
while their travelling passports have been 
seized by the agents of govemment 

Also, a pronouncement by the Vice
President, Augustus Aikhomu when the 
CLO was free summarises the disdain 
the CLO is held by the government. In 
his words "the CLO is a group of self-ap' 

Contd on page 12 

humans rights violations in Nigeria but also the· 
unearthing of the horrendous dimensions of our 
prison systems. From the gory details, we learn 
that the reasons for which prisons were made 
have shifted greatly from being reformatory or 
rehabilitatory to being squarely. and purely pu
nitive. 

The book is broadly divided into two: part one 
gives a description of the prison conditions, 
testimonies of inmates as well as conditions of 
service of Nigerian prison staff. In part two, we 
see functions of prisons, their legal framework. 
prisoners rights in Nigeria, prison reforms with 
perspectives, possibilities and alternatives. 
Conclusions reached and suggestions given by 
the writer is found towards the end as well as 
further details on the prisoners given in the ap
pendices. 

Also, the CLO through its Campaigns Direc
torate now publishes a bulletin called "THE 
CAMPAIGNER- which is geared towards let
ting the people know their political rights and 
when these rights are violated viz-a viz the 
transition progamme. This is in collaboration 
with similar human rights groups. 

From Rthe Uberty" to -the campaigner-, we 
see the handwork and product of a team with 
genuine concern for its people- an extremely 
dedicated and committed lot. As a result of 
these publications, there has been a tremen
dous impact on the readers and by extension 
the general public. Even the federal govern
ment must be commended here. There appear 
to have been a fair response on their part- per
haps a little bit hasty but favourable. 

BY: 
CHIDUBEM OSAKWE 
(RESEARCH OFFICER) 



LIBERTY: Where did you derive the in
spiration to fight for the protection of civil 
libenies? 
AGBAKOBA: It's got to do with myex
perience during the civil war, when I was 
exposed to considerable hardship and 
privation. I was detained by the Biafran 
authorities because of the war. I as
sume it was because of my parents. My 
father was then the acting judge of Eastem 
Nigeria. 

My time in prison brought me closer to 
the prisons. I was able to see the prob
lems of the prisoners. After the war, the 
scar of the war remained and it has 
since formed a mental picture in my 
mind's eye. After the war, I secured 
admission to the University of Nigeria 
Nsukka, to read law. After my studies I 
began to work. once again, I felt the 
need to do something about the prob
lem of the oppressed people in the society. 

Sometime in 1981, at the Nigerian 
Institute of International Affairs (N.I.I.A.), 
I got together with friends to form the 
Congress of Concerned Citizens 
(C.C.C.). But, on hindsight, I realised its 
a iailure. It is more of a talking-shop, so 
it died a natural death. 

However, the desire to do something 
was latent. Legal practice provided the 
environment where you come in contact 
with many client, each having different 
cases. Then, Clement Nwankwo joined 
me. He also haS a considerable interest 
in social work. In Enugu, where he had 
done his youths service, he played a 
significant role in the human rights com
munity there. His coming provided a 
good meetil1g point. We then got to
gether to do something about the pris
oners. 

At the beginning we ran the C.L.O. 
from my chambers. Later, we realised 
that there is the need for the Organisa
tion to break away from my identity. We 
acquired a new office in 1989, and this 
marked the turning point. Today, C.L.O. 
is the most effective human rights group 
in Africa. 

The ambition for the next five years 

Liberty 1992 
. ,lilly - l'>Apl 

would be to ensure that the corporate 
identity of the C.L.O. is finally and fully 
established. That the National expan
sion Programme (NEP) is pursued vig
orously to ensure spread in all pans of 
Nigeria. And to ensure that we continue 
to excavate human rights abuses, the 
sole purpoSe of our existence. The first 
three years, we were very active in the 
prisons. Since then, we have expanded 

Mr. Olisa Agbakoba 
GLO President 

into very controversial role like the un
constitutionality of the military govern
ment, political accountability, transition 
programme, and a whole gamut of rights, 
that if we had staned in the beginning 
would not have assured the survival of 
the C.L.O. 
LIBERTY: How did you arrive at the 
name Civil Libenies Organisation? 
AGBAKOBA: The name just came from 
my head. As I sat with ClemenT, 
Nwankwo thinking about the name to 
give to our pet rdea, I just said CLO. I 
don't know how the name came to my 
head. 
LIBERTY: Would you agree with the 
view of some people thatC.L.O. is turn
ing into an agent of the Federal Military 
Government, bearing in mind that you 
were not arrested during the May clamp
down on human rights activist? 
AGBAKOBA: Human Rights work is not 
about going to prison. It's about being 
effective. Usually, human rights work 
need not be confrontational, although, 
in some cases, its difficult not to be. But 
essentially, what human rights does is 

to criticise and draw attention of the 
people to human rights abuses. What is 
lmponant is how to manage the conflict 
in a way that one does not run foul of the 
law. 
LIBERTY What has been the impact of 
CLO in human rights work in Nigeria? 
AGBAKOBA: If you ask me which is the 
most effective human rights organisa
tion in Nigeria, I would answer that C.LO. 
is . The C.L.O. has produced several 
major works like Behind The Walls, 
Annual Report Uberty, The Campaigner, 
The Annual U~ga~on Report Journal 
On Decree 2, two ediUons of Journal of 
Human Rights Law and PracUce. Be
sides, C.L. 0. is the originator of the 
Campaign for Democracy. 
LIB ERTY: What would you say about 
the allegation that C.L.O. is deviating 
from its original/ocus on individual rights 
to political rights thereby turning itself 
into a son of political pany? 
AGBAKOBA: C.L.O.'s mandate is es
tablished by the constitution and it cov
ers all aspects of rights as recognised 
by the two principal international bill of 
rights (The International Convention on 
Civil and Political Rights and The Inter
national Convention on Economic, So
cial and Cultural Rights). We adhere by 
these conventions. There are three broad 
rights: Civil Rights, Political Rights and 
Economic Rights. C.L.O. has been able 
to interface all the three broad aspect of 
rights. We are into civil rights (prisons) 
pOlitical rights (A Book On IBB.; Human 
Rights record is on the way), monitoring 
of the December election, women's rights 
and a programme on empowerment and 
popular panicipation. C.L.O. has come 
a long way from October 15, 1987. Right 
now, we have 23 major projects tOUCh
ing on human and people's rights. All 
human rights groups must necessarily 
panicipate in politics provided that is not 
panisan. 
LIBERTY: It seems C.L.O. activities is 
restricted to Lagos, what has been the 
effon to reach out to other pans of Nige
ria? 
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AGBAKOBA: The bulk of human rights work (among all the 
NGO's in Nigeria) appear to concentrate and converge in 
Lagos. The simple fact is that it takes a vast amount of 
resources (which we don't have) and the right type of people 
to expand the C. LO. beyond the horizons of Lagos. 
Under our National Expansion Programme (NEP). we have achieved 
modest gains, although I will admit we have not done as much as 
whatwe oughtto have achieved. We now have two regional offices 
in Kaduna and Calabar, and branches in Onitsha. Benin, Abeokuta. 
Uyo. Kano, Jos and several units in the Universities. 

At least, we have tried to respond to the allegation that we 
are Lagos bound. At least, we need to be more aggres
sive, we need to be seento coverNlgeria.llthe resources 
are available we will do it. It requires about Smillion to 
establish a national spread. I therefore, call on all public 
spirited Nigerians to help the C.L.O. In Its quest for 
National Expansion. 

LIBERTY: What are the problems of human rights activists in the 
third wo~d? 
AGBAKOBA: Lack offocus! Notknowing what human rights work 
is really about. Human rights work is not about confronting govern
ment at every opportunity or turn. Although. I concede that in the 
process of human rights work, govemment is not the best of 
friends. In the third wo~d, human rights work is fraught with 
dangers like military dictatorship and less accommodation for 
human rights aCtivities. 
But, lam of the view that we oughtnoltofall into the same mistake 
that third wo~d governments make. We need to reach out to the 
government that our interest is not really to pool them down but to 
call attention to the vast violations of human rights. 
Regrettably, most of the human rights work in the third world is 
confrontational, and this is off balance. It needs to strike a balance 
between how to get things done and how to keep the government 
off its back. Though it is difficult, there is the need to always strive 
to keep the balance. My own Mono Is : Be effective as much as 
possible and do not antagonise. Though some people will say 
this is contradiction. It is better to be effeCtive and alive than con
frontational and dead. At the end of the day, it is up to each NGO 
to develop its own techniques to be relevant. 
LIBERTY: Has the human rights situation in Nigeria fared better since 
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the founding 01 CL07 
LIBERTY: The climate of hUman rights in Nigeria is abysmal. This is made 
more so by the fact that majority of Nigerians are poor, hungry and 
diseased. The result is that they do not know their rights. If one were to 
record all the known cases of human rights abuses, particularly, extra
judicial killings and executive lawlessness, none will deny that this country 
has witnessed terrible times, particularly under the present military govern
ment. My summary is that it has never been so bad, and its due to the 
modest contribution of the human rights groups in Nigeria that the 
government pretends it has a policy on Human Rights. 
aUES: Do you see human rights groups playing any role in the integration 
of Africa? 
ANS: Yes. They can playa role. I think the most important area is in 
economic development. It is up to the human right groups to empower, by 
several programmes, what is truly a largely illiterate population in Africa. 
An highly developed human rights network in Africa can. bring to bear, 
sufficient pressure on African governments to improve the living conditions 
of the people of Africa. One way of doing this is to attack the problem of 
corruption. If it were possible to reduce corruption by 50% across Africa, 
it is possible to free off about 40 billion dollars lying in the banks in 
Swi:zerland to the benefit of suffering Africans. With that kind of money, 
there is no doubt that the economic base will be revolutionized. In this way, 
human rights groups have acritical and primary responsibilitytothe African 
people. 
Again, if human rights groups can find respect for the rule of law and 
democracy in Africa, considerable success will flow, because it means that 
people now have a chOice of who governs them. In this and many other 
ways do African Human Rights Group have a role to play. This is the reason 
why the CLO will launch a network of African NGOs under the platform of 
the African Monitoring Group for the purpose of forging closer links and 
highlighting the need for our respective governmel"!ts to respect human 
rights in all its ramifications. 
LIBERTY: Do you think the third republic will usher in more respect for 
fundamental human rights? 
AGBAKOBA: Its too early to say one can only conjecture what's gOing to 
happen. One can only look at the aspirants to ascertain whether there is 
going to be respect for human rights. 
I would say that I have carefully examined the contending political aspirants 
and I regret to say that I do not see a single candidate at any level who has 
demonstrated respect for the rule of law let alone human rights issues. 
There will be far too much rigging in the electoral process to convince me 
that the Third Republic politicians will understand the principle of public 
accountability let alone human rights. 
My position is that, there will be a fragile Third Republic, full of 
instability, inflation and disunity. One can only hope for the best. 

pointed messiahs who see nothing good 
whatsoever about the government." 

Above all, the work of ensuring that 
the human rights flame is kept a-burning 
is "hazardous and unprofitable hence a 
high 'turn-off of skilled staff."Added to 
these is too much work-load which 
over-burdens the intemal structures. And 
with the very rapid growth of the CLO 
these structures receive terrible pound
ing "says .Mr. Odinkalu. 

Obviously, he envisages a situation 
where government will respect the ba
Sic rights of her citizens, where the rule 
of law will be followed to the lener and 
spirit. 

cannot be over-emphasised. 
As the Civil LibertiesOrganisation com

memorates five years of its birth, one 
cannot but wish them well, as it journeys 
through these thorny and hilly paths in 
quest for a just and egalitarian society, 
where respectior human rights and rule 
of law will be society's guiding ethicss 
·and lamp-post 

As ~ gazing into his crystal ball, Mr. 
Odinkalu says in future the CLO will do 
well to "re-focus its anention from op
posing dictatorship to supporting de
mocracy by devising a means of making 
it work." 
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Furthermore, CLO's PreSident Olisa 
Agbakoba sees a C.LO.that will touch 
the lives of all given the expansion pro
gramme of the organisation, and pres
enUy, the CLO has operational offices in 
Lagos, Kaduna, Calabar, Benin, Enugu 
among others and more will soon be 
opened. 

Presently, the CLO has over 5000 
registered members, the need for eve
ryone's moral and financial support 



CLO LAUNCHES WOMEN'S RIGHTS PROJECT 

H ow would you feel or react if you are 
physically present at the circumcision 

of your daughter with the pain and mental 
agony she is made to pass through? 

Manya man would answer that question 
differently. Some who are deep-rooted in 
traditional beliefs wouldn't care a bit; some 
liberal -minded men would simply yell and 
curse. 

But In whicihever manner one reacts, view
ing a film ciip on the trauma and agony of 
female circumcision would simply re-inforce 
a resolve to erase that horrendous act from 
our system. 

And that was how the inaugural women 
rights forum organised by the Civil Liberties 
Organisation (CLO) took off penultimate. 

Amidst pockets of reactions from the gory 
details presented by the film ciip, the co
ordinator of the forum, Mr. Anselm C. Odinkalu 
defined the.purpose of the forum and what it 
intends to acihieve saying it is geared to
wards bringing people to jaw-jaw on women's 
rights. 

According to him, the essence of the forum 
is hinged on the fact that the Civil Liberties 
Organisation is not a repository of knowl
edge on the issues involved. 

Consequentiy, the inaugural edition is 
geared towards devising strategies through 
whicih the issues raised and solutions prof
fered would be pursued. 

The thrust of the forum; said Mr. Odinkalu, 
is targeted at ''women and employment 
women and the family, family law and women 
in confinement- purdah and imprisonment. 
- With this brief introduction, the·floor was 
opened for participants contributions. 
Firing the first salvo, one of the participants 

Mr. Ralph Ugbelu of the Newbreed Maga
zine opined that the CLO should first identify 
all those rights enjoyed by men whicih are 
not enjoyed by women. 

Responding, Miss Angela Agoamike of 
the Daily Times said that the society is basi
cally controlled bymen and assucih have the 
lawsin theirfav.our. She cited thedisparityin 
Inheritance laws whicih stipulates that women 
cannot inherit their husbands property in 
event of his death and worse still tradition 
does not make matters easy for women 
when it comes to property. According to her, 
the marriage Institution even works against 
women since they are meant to slave. She 
did notfail to mention the cihasm entrencihed 
in the tax laws whicih are unfonunate1y against 
women. 

One of the participants said that for the 
forum to succeed, it must fight against tradi
tion whicih has placed women at a very dis
advantaged position in the society. To her, it. 
i~ tradition that says a female cihild must be 
circumcised and be relegated to the back
ground even in matters that concern her. 

And to Mrs. Theresa Akumadu, Researcih 
Consultant to the Women Rights Project 
(WRP), "the issue of trampling on women's 
rights is a vicious cycle whicih was created by 
society itself. 

She ancihored her argument on the issue of 
bride price where the girl is literally sold off as 
an article, single-parenthood- where the 
woman loses her dignity because she is 
mothering outside wedlock or where she is 
discriminated against in her place of work 
inspite of her efficiency or harassed Sexu
ally. 

It is even worse when the gi~ is raped be
cause she will always find it difficult to Claim 
innocence since she will never be believed 
and the resultant effect is the loss of dignity 
and prestige. 

Even when she is legitimately married, 
she is blamed for her inability to produce 
male cihildren. She argued. 

In proffering solutions, the participants 
opined that whatever strategies that may 
evolve from the forum should be directed at 
men, who they said are the "custodians of 
tradition". 

One of the participants, Miss Rose Badejo 
of NIPOST Computers foresaw a fierce battle 
against the traditional belief system and its 
custodians. Thus she submitted that the 
forum should start with prayers, so that God 
will intervene in cihanging the siluation.To 
her the traditional systems could be very 
diabolic. 

To Mr. S. A. Aiyeyemi, an evacuee of Ma
roko, the CLO should bring together reli-

gious bodies, traditional rulers and market 
women at the next forum since they are the 
custodians of tradition. To him, these groups 
of people would be capable of effecting a 
cihange. 

In the area of education, the participants 
were of the view that the women need re
orientation, to sensitize them of their rights. 
However, some argued that education must 
be directed at both men and women, after
all, they are both dramatis personae In this 
theatre that thrives on flagrant abuse of 
womanhood. 

It was also a general consensus that edu
cation and re-orientation should start from 
the family where abuses of womanhood are 
sown in the minds of the sons. 

To them, sex gaps between female and 
male cihildren must be bridged, stressing 
that house cihores should be shared equally 
among both sexes and not in favour of any 
particular sex.' 

Furthermore, Mrs Akumadu argued that 
the questforrightsgoes beyond sex. To her, 
"it is a question of being just and Godly, to 
allow the woman realise her potentials and 
give room for individual development Irre
spective of sex." 

BY 
UGOCHUKWU OKEZIE 
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BETWEEN TOKENISM AND FEMINISM 

Feminism is hip. But most think it is 
for hippies. This is the Achilles heel 

of Feminism. The feminist movement 
suffers from an incurable paradox: It's 
most immediate benefICiaries do not want 

I By Anselm Chidl 
Odlnkalu 1 

to identify with it. To most people, femi
nism is some kind of deviance. It's popu
lar image is the face of the pant and bra
burning, white, middle class American 
Lesbian, an image that has conven
iently and ingeniously been projected in 
order to discredit an otherwise credible 
and desirable cause. 

If some people considered it neces
sary to discredit feminism, it can only be 
because the movement is a genuine 
force and a formidable threat to en
trenched interests. The truth is that the 
Feminist Movement addresses injustices 
that the world has come to accept with 
comatose blindness. The injustices that 
feminism seeks to redress vary in their 
brozenness and subtlely in time and 
space. Always however, they are injus
tices committed and institutionalized by 
the male against the female gender. Be
cause they have not been questioned 
seriously over the match of history, these 
injustices have become accepted, until 
most recently, an the HolyGhostof gen
der relations. 

Uke all formidable socio-political foroes 
feminism had been attacked in tow ways: 
The first strategy is "branding". Brand
ing is a form of labelling that thrives on 
stereotypes in order to discredit opposi
tion. or win arguments. The expression 
"feminist" is supposed to be a label. It is 
meant to identify a deviant woman who 
is considered "irresponsible: by the male
defined and male-dominated virtues of 
our world. The purpose of this strategy 
IS)O make the Feminist Movement unat
tractive t? numbers sufficient to give it 
soClo-polltlcal credibility. Thus weakened, 
the ~ov:me~t is susceptible to "sug
gestions which seek to redefine its es
sence. This is the second strategy in the 
attacks against feminism. It takes the 
form of gender appeasement. 
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The politics of gender appeasement is 
older than the shell as a medium of ex
change. Gender appeasement here and 
everywhere is vintage puppetry. It mas
querades under the face of a "respon
sible:' woman, invariably a mother, 
married to some hyper-visible public 
officer. It's core programme is usually 
Indexed on the "virtue" of the woman as 
a wife and a mother. It never projects the 
woman as an independent person ca
pable of living her own life and, in a 
manner of speaking, running her own 
show. Through the medium of "wives 
associations" womanhood is thus de
stroyed as an appendage of the other 
gender. 

This is why gender appeasement is 
much more than just puppetry. It is also 
an exercise in tOkenism. What is token
ism?' Stephanie Roth and Robinson 
Ferguson, writing in the context of race 
relations in the United States, define 'to
kenism' denotatively. According to them 
"in it's more obvious manifestations 
tokenism is something most people find 
offensive. When a corporation "allows" 
one person of colour to enter the ranks 
of management but never more than 
one, or when a Board of Directors has 
one position available for a representa
tive of a particular group, the tokenism is 
clear." Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. in his 
Third Annual Reporton the State of Civil 
Rights in America in 1963, went much 
further than this to argue that ..... token
ism can now be seen not only as a 
useless goal, but as a genuine menace. 
It is a palliative which relieves emotional 
distress, but leaves the dise'ase and its 
ravages unaffected. It tends to demObi
lize and relax the militant spirit which 
alone drives us forward to real change." 

Feminism advocates gender justice. 
Gender .Justice is .a composite concept 
comprising three distinct programmes 
and principles. The first is gender af
firmative action. Gender affirmative ac
tion operates on the basis of the same 
principle which grounds our "federal 
character (or quota system) principle" 
to address wrongs of yore againstwom
an hood. The second principle is the well 
known principle of gender equality. This 

principle does not require the woman to 
apologise for her gender. Nor is it ap
peal to some Darwinian chemistry for 
the evolution of the female man. The 
third principle is that of non-discrimina
tion. This is the principle entrenched in 
section 39 of the Constitution of the Fed
eral Republic of Nigeria 1979 and sec
tion 41 of the 1989 Constitution. 
The truth is that there is yet no articulate 
programme to address these units of 
the feminist agenda in Nigeria. The 
gender agenda in Nigeria is unbelieva
bly paternalistic. Our apology for polyg
amy IS culture while the name we give to 
gender inequality is '1amily unity". And 
In place of a gender affirmative action 
programme, we have "Better Life ...... 
All too often, we are told that the woman 

is her own worst enemy. And that women 
are the most vociferous in OPPOSing pro
grammes that advance their welfare. 
The truth is that the woman is the prod
uct of the system, of a scheme of values 
that makes her dependent. Depend
ency breeds insecurity and insecurity 
breeds fear of competition. Thus when 
she protests any programme that seems 
at first sight to open up her flanks to 
competition, the woman is actually pro
testing the injustices of the system that 
makes her the slaves of another gen
der. 

This, for us, should define the path of 
the feminist agenda on the fringe of the 
next century. n must seek for the woman 
economic independence as a person: 
To be able to do this, popular feminism 
must shed its garb as the pastime of 
some elitist cabal. It must reach out to 
the mothers in the rural areas who really 
fight the battles of life in the trenches of 
experience. They too are women and 
they too desire and deserve the benefits 
of freedom from artificial servitude. This 
is where tokenism ends and feminism 
begins. 

Liberty III!)') 
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PRESIDENTIAL PRIMARIES: PROLONGING A TRAGIC 
PROLOGUE. 

E very thing pOinted to the tragedy the 
Presidential Primaries have now be-

come. The grand CUlprit, of course, Is the 
entlre transition Programmer. Within it may 
be found for blame, the Various organs, and 

By E. 09a9a Ilowodo 

their actions, set up to service the program· 
mer. Thus, the National Electoral Commis· 
sion (NEG) has done enough to earn it 
capital punishment were it a human being. 
For Its Countless crimes against democracy 
and the political future of this cOuntry, it 
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President Ibrahim Babangida 
.... engineered the transition 

programme. 

deserves to be proscribed this very minute. 
The two political structures set up to do 
everything within their powers diametrically 
oppoSed to party pOlitics and democr~cy. 

Thus, they have not been the engine
room of the democratic machine, as they 
should be. They have not been the floors of 
enlivening rich debates about the life·threat· 
ening problems of this over·abused Country 
the national question, a haermormaging econ
omy, allocation of resources, a unitary·but· 
called-federal federalism, religious and eth
nlcfundamentallsm and theirpower·backed 
causes, a crumbled social services sector 
and an annihilated poormajorttyetc. Neither 
have they been the grassroots mobilizing 
parties they Were' christe'ned to as at their 
"immaculate conception" and birth of course, 
this aim was bound to be externally unreali· 
sable given the oath of allegiance to the 
debilitating and demobilizing conditions 
mentioned above which theircircumstances 
of birth imposed on them. And when the 
government completed the oath by asking 
MAMSER to draw up their basic documents 

their Which grand tragedies are made was 
complete. 

There was therefore no promise of things 
to change. Except if by change, We meant 
a leap nearer the bottom of the pit of our 
political sorrows. Which we have seen now 
to be the only fruit of an elaborate transition 
programmer that has witnessed everything 
bul that rernotely related to democracy, or 
if you insist, civil rule. Witness: imposed 
political parties, imposed constitutions and 
manifestoes; bans, more bans, and un
bannings; Vetting of candidates, and their 
disqualification at the midnight hour; 
exclusion of full·b!ooded citizens from 
participation in their country's politics on 
account of their political beliefs; 
emasculation of the judiciary by way of 
ouster ciauses in the infinitely numerous 
transition decrees; the encouragement (by 
doing nothing) and enthronement of money 
as the ultimate condition for running for 
elective office etc. 

The result of the presidential primaries 
have now spoken, perhaps more eloquentiy 
than any radical or extremist would proba
bly have said such a one, chosen to be so 
labelled so as to give an excuse for not 
listening to him, would have been hounded 
into detention and b'rought before the 
Transition To Civil Rule Tribunal, or the 
Criminal Court treason. We have seen 
now, how result of the first round in the 
earlier six-phase staggered primaries were 
roundly rejected by the contesting aspi· 
rants themselves. Allegations of rigging in 
methods more Worrisome for their Col· 
laborationist aspect With the very agents 
that should ensure impartialitywere made. 
They have not been rebutted, even if denied. 
the omnipresent role of.money, in brazen 
openness too, towards subverting the al
ready Untrustworthy will of the party 
membership, has also been decried by 
those who were outplayed. So also the 
portentous charge of a determination to 
Impose aparticularcandidate on the party. 

With the exception of the last allegation, 
both parties were quilty almost to the same 
extent. And for those who probably looked 
forward to some sanity in the repeated 
exercise, the Shock of a lifetime must have 
come when the same ills were re-inacted. 
As usual, after the cancellation of the first 
round of the initial six-phase primaries, a 
lot of heat was expended on "eliminating" 
the errors and "plugging the loopholes" 
that characterized procedures and log is· 

tics devised by the parte. short of actually 
conducting the rescheduled primaries, the 

.... A ccused of partiality 
Baba Gana Kingibe, 
erstwhile chairman of the SDP 

NEC was actively involved. 
Elaborate rules were again drawn to en

sure the devil was kept at bay this time. The 
staggering of the primaries would now be 
into three, as opposed to six, phases. The 
first phase came, and still, 
there were embers of dissatisfaction. It 
appeared restraint, anchored on a wait-and
see attitude was still strong. But not Without 
a repetition of the earlier allegations: of 
ringging, of an .intent to impose a particular 
candidate (from the social Democratic Party 
Camp), and again, of the influence of money. 
It should be noted that the leadership of the 
influence of money. It should be noted that 
the leadership of both parties, was In fact, 
accused of partiality by way of backing cer· 
tain candidates.AII the aggrieved aspirants 

o 

o 

\ 
Accussed of favouritisim 

Tom Ikimi, Forme; NRC Chief 

thus called for the resignation of their party 
leadership, especially the chairman. 
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THE SOCIAL DEMOCRATIC PARTY 
(SOP) 

It would seem that bad as things were in 
both parties, the criSis was larger in the SOP. 
At the end of the second phase of the re
sCheduled primaries, 9 presidential aspi
rants addressed a press conferenoe at whiCh 
they threatened to pull out of the primaries 
WhiCh had only phase remaining if the 
anomalies they had complained of were not 
resolved. They even called on General 
Babanglda to canoel the results so fa de
dared and to order fresh primaries to be 
conducted by NEC.they sought audienoe 
with Humphrey NWOSU, NEC'S Chairman, 
who was at one point reported to have fled 
into hiding avoid the irate aspirants. 

Eventually, it become. dear to the pubic 
that the candidate sought to be imposed in 
the allegation of the other candidates, was 
Major- General Shehu Musa Yaradua. "':his 
became even dearer in his own remarks at 
an airport interview with reporters where he 
showed suCh haughtiness and arroganoe 
that were his "Victory" in the primaries· as 
conduded so far not even questioned by his 
co-contestants, he would have scored be
neath zero in magnanimity and largeness of 
heart. WhiCh a President-to-be must not be 
seen to lack so woefully. In'effect, he was 
reported as saying to the whole nation that if 
those very people who rejected the idea of a 
concuss candidate when it was proposed 
have now"lost" the primaries, they could cry 
if they wished, but was not bothered 

THE TRAGEDY 
If what is happening to Nigeria now by 

way of these primaries were to be happen
ing to an individual, he would probably end 
up in suicide. Orin some way, unleash some 
forces that would ensure his death, or utterly 
miserable end. A nation may not die before 
our eyes in that biologically certifiable way. 
Still a nation can die. 

By when all its life forces become so fully 
expanded its heart beat stops. But just like it 
does not take death to make a tragedy the 
living "on is the tragedy so dose it not have to 
take a final gasp to talk of a national tragedy. 
For in the event, the 9 SOP aspirants effec
tively. boycotted the third phase, of the pri
maries. Even though Chief olu Falae had 
said he would not boycott the last phase and 
thereby showed a fight-to-the -end spirit, it is 
quite dear that in the last phase, Shehu 
Musa Yaradua contested against himself. 

. How else can the ridiculously low scores of 
. " ·hundreds,and atbyFalae as againsttensof 

thousands for Yaradua be explained. 
Shinkafi and Adamu Ciroma 

of the 
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A/haji ;. ci;,;;C;roma ..... A s prepared 
As Ever 

tion 01 the same allegations here, and a call 
for canoellation of oertain results, on NRC 
aspirant boycotted the primaries. 

Still, it is dear beyond doubt that if any
thing voted, and so expressed a political 
preference during the primaries, it was the 
pocket, and the extent to whiCh it was aided 
by Sunday influences. It is bad enough for a 
nation to be denied the democraticChoioe of 
Its potential leaders. It i~ worse if the altema
tive is imposed without respect for basic 
rules of civilized political conduct. 

THE HIDDEN AGENDA 
The reoent primaries, being for the last 

stage of the transition programmer ought to 
have put paid. or at least, diminished rea
sons for any ludden agenda theory. but 
rather than achieve this, the primaries have 
given the proponents and sympathizers of 
this theory added ammunition. the theory, if 
it need be repeated, if to this effect: that the 
transition programmer is deliberately made 
Clumsy and cumbersome so as be unwork
able. That it is also deliberately designed 

;~'. { <.";,:",, .( 
Pi' f 

, 
A/haji Umaru Shinkafi - Determined to 
conquer 

with built-in crisis, and robbed of.any demo
cratic conteni. That either the programme 
would generate an unmanageable crisis 
before its ends, or it would lewisite to a 
civilian regime unable to last beyond a few 
monllls, not possessing .lIle demoaatic foTClls 
strong enough to ride it above troubled waters. 
In any event, its tenure beyond January, 
1993 -- a prospect covertly canvassed for by 

paid adverts and press abatements by named 
and unnamed persons. Or usual compelling 
reasons for a '1ellow Nigerians" early mom
ing broadcast within the first year of the new 
civilian regime. 

With events as they now stand, the hidden 
agenda theory seems Vindicated. It at the 
level of mere primaries, where the parties 
are doing their own thing, tempers are al
ready so high, what are we to expect When 
the real thing the preSidential elections 
come? 
At whiCh time, the contest would have gone 
interparties, and real power is at stake? if for 
any reason, it becomes apparent that the 
elections can no longer go on as planned, 
what happens? Does Babangida stay on, or 
vacate office? if the latter, to who or what 

. body? 

MAJOR;GENERAL SHEHU YARADUA 
This first shots against Yaradua's candi

dacywere fins by the Nobel laureate, profes
sorwole soyinka. He had regarded the idea 
of a likening it to the military succeeding 
itself. He dismissed suggestions that under 
a democracy, anybody selected is fit being 
the popular Choioe with comparisons to a 
genuinely democratic setting in whiCh suCh 
ex-soldiers credentials and record of per
formance would be subjected to the most 
thorough senetiny. the very example of 
Generai Franklin Roosevelt cited by lIle freebie 
critics of his own criticism became tlis best 
argument. And it needs be observed that a 
General Roosevelt emerged as a war hero, 
the very asset with whiCh he rose to office 
being anChored on performanoe. 

It was this angle, perhaps, that someone 
who it must be accepted is competent on the 
issue, looked at Yaradua's candidacy. Re
tired Lt. General T.Y danjuma, Chief of Army 
Staff when Yaradua was Chief of Staff, 
Supreme Headquarters, expressed the view 
recently that yaradua had no reCord of per
formances to qualify him for the highest 

. office of the nation. He also mentioned the 
military question, adding lIlat any party that 
fields a retired soldier may as"well consider 
the elections as lost. . 
Alhaji Abubakar-Rimi, second republic gov
emor of Kano State took matters more seri
ously when he took up newspaper space in 
paid advertisements to campaign against 
Yaradua's election at the primaries. 

ELECTIONS OR SELECTIONS? 
Professor Soyinka, General DanJuma and 

IIlhaji t:!imi obviously knew one thing that in 
Nigeria, what goes by the sweet name of 
elections is actually selections. That the 
democratic process is not yet developed 
enough to on its own tum out suCh candi-



dates as retired soldiers in an era of mass 
distemper towards political soldiers and the 

military in government general. (f/I!I!!(?/::;~:~".f:l.; 
Moreover, the mass poverty of most Third ,~'~,,;';q:":"~ 

Wond Countries, among whom Nigeria is ',' ~I.,:.;;;~:::.; 

~g~;:~;n~n~~~~~:'~:~~~~~a~em~;:~ '-- .co" '"::~ 

united) and of the phenomenon of the wond 
as global village, it was to be the axiom of 
these aspirants: seekyefirst the presidential 
office, and every other thing shall work itself 
out! . 

known to vote for a particular candidate for ! '''''' ""'.&' ). J)' 
as little as five naira and a loaf of bread! In THE TRAGIC PROLOGUE 
fact, a whole mass of unemployed and hungry \ 0, '':'\, .' I) I . The entire transition programme, was at a 
persons, especially youths, have developed . , \~.c:,.~' -. most charitable point, a prologue to some 
a, career in profession'al voting. So on an I. . other transition. It was at best a transition 
e.lection day, they simply trop to the polling ) from military rule, not to a democratic order. 
station to join the queue whose candicate Being thus, some sort of prologue, the best 
pays more: • Maj. Gim. (Rtd) Shehu'Musa Yar'Adua hopeforitwasthatitwould reveal enough of 

i\dded to these is the farnous' partisanship Basking In'The Shadow Of Victory.' , the obstacles to goodgovemmentthatneed 
of the leadership of the parties. This factor recovery and reconstruction· of the.nation's· to.be corrected forthatverypurpose. And so 
alone is reputed to have cost the SAP the political ecoQomj. Whereas it is dear to.all the regime at very great monetary expense 
Victory in the guoernatorial elections of last and Sundry that the World Bank/IMP's sap if to the nation, and devastation of the national 
year. In the event, elections' are devoid of • thegravedifferof any Third Wond economy, . psyche rolled out a such.a great tragedy, it 
any expression of democratic preference, ,none of them has said a word about what was time, It was stopped. 
leading the way wide peon to rigging, and' they fntend"to do about it. 
consequently, selections. For wherever in . None Seems to have heard of professor' THE NATIONAL CONFERENCE 
spite of all these shortcomings, some popu- Adebayo Adedeji and the Economic Com- It has proved beyond reasonable doubt 
lar (to the extent of the actual Votes' cast) will mission for Africa's (ECA) African Alternative' that whatever step should be taken to end 
emerge, election results have been known Framework jor Structural Adjustment 'Pro- the on-going tragedy must be one that is 
to be doctored in favour of the candidate ,gramme (AAF _ SAP), now of the uigos Plan' raaical and constructively potent enough to 
soughts to be selected. " of Action,(LPA) and Lagos Final Act (LPA): give this nation a new hope and lease of life. 

None of them Seems to.be bothered by the . it must be one that will ensure popular par
many frifliterihig results of SAP that even the ticipation and thus mobilize the entire ci
Wond bank keeps bringing out, the one on, tizenly for the task of reconstruction. It must 
Nigeria ranking her as the 13th, thirteenth lay down on an 'agreed an sacrosanct, thus 
poorest nation in the World! inviolable condi~on, the basiS of our collec-

NEWBREED OR OLDBREED? 
At a time, Virtually all of the intolerable 

acts of banning .and disenfranchising citi
zens were in order' to "wipe the state deanl 
and make a break with the old and and 
discredited past. And so came. the logic of 
the decrees that baOlied all former political 
office nolders and armed forces personnel 

. I ' 
that held office in the past. Even civilian 
he!lds of MAMSER, NEC, NP (National 
population commission) and DFFRI were 
banned. 

It was than possible to, speak of some 
mystical beings called Newbreed:who would 
'chart a totally new path in our political land
scape. But with the rescion of the ban, the 
prime' participants of the 'discredited past 
have emerged on centresage. Thus, Sar
aki, etc have enierged as the gladiators. So 
are we back to the past? 

The qiJestion to be asked now is this: 
What magic, unknown to thas'e people' at 
their time of office, have they suddenly dis: 
covered to now embolden them to seek 
office? And why haven't they explained this 
to us? or are they seeking Office for the 
sheer grandeur and power that go with it? 
And, of course, the opportunities for self ag
grandizement? 

THE TRAGEDY OF IDEAS 
About almost all the top contenders in the 

primaries lack any credible programme of 

None seems perturbed by what Chinua 
Achebe onCe Describeo ad the "rough beast 
,of fanaticism" religio~s fufldamentalisnl, which 
aims to exact a higher death toll Nigeria than' 

Chief Olu Falae - It Is a Do Or Die 
Affair. \ 

the civil war, 'nor ·by the looming national 
. question and problems of our warped Fed
eralism. We do not hear aspirants to such 

, high office as the presidency of a nation talk 
of how they' hope to boast production- and 
achieve an indigenous industrial technologi
cal know-how. We do not hear of a well
articulated foreign policy in as are of a unit-

tive existence. It is also clear that only a 
Sovereign National Conference (SNC) can 
do this. Its convening by the people though 
their agreed citizens,organization cannot be 
further dela)'..ed without added cost to' a 
national debit· already too large. Until the 

. citizens of this. country take its destiny into 
their own hands and decide how the country 
shall be run , tragedies such as the Presi
dential primaries will be an ever-recurring 
decimal in our national life. And in the con
text of the Third Republic, It would be wiser 
to heed Gani Fawehinmi's famous words in 
that equally. famous interview with defunct 
New Horizon that their regime h'as aids and 
cannot bequeath an aids free Third Repub
lic. These can be no stronger symptoms of 
'acquired the immune deficiency than those 
that manifested so boldly during the presi
dential primaries. every tragedy has an end. 
Let this one end now. And let the question of 
a genuine democratic transition progrmme 
be resolved by Nigerians themselves at a 
sovereign national conference (SNC). " 

Ifowodo is 8, Staff Atromey (Research 8. 
Legal Services), with the C~O 
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NEW DIMENSIONS TO EXTRA-JUDICIAL 
KILLINGS IN LAGOS STATE 

T heKilling,inSeptember6,1992,bythe 
police in lagos, of an Army Officer, 

By Chima Ubanl 

Col.Domven Rindam, has once more brought 
to sharp public attention the phenomenon of 
extra-judicial killings in Nigeria. However, 
the speed with which the authorities reacted 
to the incident was uncharacteristic, con
trasting sharply with their well known inclina
tion to swee'p under the carpet, previous 
cases involving ordinary citizens. The of
fending policemen were apprehended within 
a few hours of the killing, a panel of enquiry 
set up to investigate it and three suspected 
policemen arraigned before acourtoflaw all 
within 72 hours. Against the background of 
the numerous unred ressed cases of such 
killings, the impression has been created 
that some lives are more precious than oth
ers. it shows that the laws against extra-judi
cial killing and other police abuses can only 
be readily invoked and enforced when high 
ranking army officer. like the late Rindam or 
other such privileged persons are the vic
tims. This selective enforcement of the laws 
undermine the concept of equality before 
the 'Iaw which is the essence of justice. 

ClO investigations over time show·that 
police killings have eaten so much into the 
system that its full ramifications are far from 
known to 'the public. Apart from such well 
known case.s asUmuechem,Oko-Oba7, Dr 
Nwogu Okere, Segun Fakayode, Anthony 
Mbilitem, Wasiu Muniru, Lany Elechi Igwe, 
Dele Ojo, and Japhet Ezi. thousands of less 
knpwn citizens are killed every day by the 
police without redress. Many of these are 
dumped in public mortuaries. 

Although it is not possible to know the 
exact numbers and identities of such victims 
nation-wide or the circumstances of their 
death, investigations show that between 
January and September this year, the Ikeja 
General Hospital mortuary alone received 
about 400 corpses of perSons whose death 
were shrouded in seCrecy. These were brought 
in by poltcemen from various police stations 
in the state. The majority of them were be
lieved to have been killed at checkpoints or 
in custody or tortured to death during interro
gation, Our investigations show further that 
such corpses 
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are eventually disposed through periodiC 
mass burials. 
After the Civil Uberties Organisation (ClO) 

published a bulietin-tiUed NEW DIMENSIONS 
TO EXTRA-JUDICIAL KilliNGS IN LA· 
GOS STATE- containing a fist of One Hundred 
and Eighty-Nine persons (189) suspected 
killed by the pOlice and theircorpsesdepos
ited at the Ikeja General Hospital Mortuary 
between January and April 1992, the lagos 
State Police Command issued a rejoinder. 
In the release from the office of the State 
Commissioner of Police signed by the state 
Police Public Relations Officer, ASP Isaac 
O. Akinmoyede and distributed to various 
media houses, the police claimed that the 
ClO publication was "malicious and iII-con
ceived". However, the police rejoinderfailed 
to address the substantive issues raised in 
the publication. 

First, it made a generalised explanation 
that when the police deposit corpses in the 
mortuaries it does not follow that they killed 
them. Rather, these could be victims of fatal 
road accidents, murder, armed robberies 
etc or destitute and the police was often 
obliged to take their corpses to the mortuar
ies. Why that sounds plausible in theory, 
experience has showed that often, that such 
persons are victims of 'acddentaJ discharge'., 
imaginary "police robbers shoot-out" or 
other such euphemisms which the police 
used to explain away their reckiess, unjusti
fiable killings of person at checkpoints or 
custody. This holds true of such well known 
cases as the Oko-Oba 7, Larry Elechi Igwe, 
Paul Okpioba, Dele Ojo, Segun Fakayode 
etc, in which the police murdered them and 
dumped their corpses in mortuaries most of 
them labelled "unknown" claiming they were 
armed robbers killed in a shoot out. In such 
circumstances it is impossible to know ex
actly what proportion of the depOSited bod
ies were victims of road accidents, armed 
robberies, murder etc, picked up by the 
police or victims of extra-judicial killings except 
by means of a comprehenSive judicial enquiry 
into the circumstances of the death of the 
affected persons. Hence when we begin to 
find such large numbers of corpses depos
ited injustone hospital mortuary within such 
a short period of time, it is nothing short of 
ourduty to draw public attention to it and call 
for an enquiry. Thatis the crux of ourposition 
on the matter. 

What we had expected the police to do if it 

were sincere in its response to our publica
tion was to account, case by case, for each 
of the names on the list since the identity of 
the police officers who depOSited each corpse 
was given along with his duty station. Rather 
than contact the specilic police station and 
ask them to explain the specific circum
stances of each of the depOSited corpses, 
the state police command embarked, as 
usual on a blanket clearance of its men. Our 
investigations confirmed indeed that serial 
number 36 on that list, though wrongly spell 
in the records is Anthony Mbilitem, a22-year 
old apprentice electrician who was tortured 
to death in custody in January this year by 
the police at the Isheri Police post We wonder 
why the police rejoinder failed to address 
such ones. 

Since the objective of the report is not to 
run down the police, the CLO took another 
look at it after the police rejoinder and found 
that corpses depOSited by members of the 
Federal Road Safety Commission (FRSC) 
and the Fire Service dO not fall within the 
categories of concerns expressed in the 
report and ought not to have been included. 
Accordingly, seven such entries inadver
tentiy included have been deleted. The fo
cus is primarily on the police not on the 
Federal Road Safety Commission or the 
Fire Service. In addition CLO has also found 
it necessary to modify the caption of the 
table of victims to now read "List Of Corpses 
Deposned by the Police at the Ikeja Geneml 
Hospital Mortuary ...... since only ajudicial 
enquiry can establish whether they were 
killed by the police. 

What now follows is an updated list which 
has been expanded to include all corpses 
deposited by the police at the Ikeja General 
Hospital Mortuary from January to Septem
ber 1992. We call for a comprehensive enquiry 
into the circumstances surrounding the 
deposition of these corpses by the police 
into the mortuary. 

Libe rt;y 1!l!l2 'j 
- July - Sept ~ 



LIST OF CORPSES DEPOSITED BY THE POLICE AT THE 
IKEJA GENERAL HOSPITAL MORTUARY BETWEEN 

JANUARY AND SEPTEMBER 1992. ---. ) 
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• 

Mr. Abdul Oroh·32.a founding member of the Civil Liberties Or
ganization (ClO) was in September. 1992-appointed as the 
Executive Director of the ClO. . 

- _.-----" 

., 

I . 

Mr. Oroh. 
who' until 
his appoint
ment was 
an. Assis
tant Editor 
wi\h t~eAf
ri can 
Guardian. 
A Political 
Analyst and 
a journalist 
with a wide ~L}-,-----"", 

experience. Mr. 
Oroh had. 
worked as the 
head of political 
desk of the Afri
can Guardian for 
four years. He 
also worked as 
journalist wiili 
The Gaurdian. 
Vanguard' and 
the defunct.This 
week magazine. 

Mr. Abdul Oroll 

Four new staff attorney have been appointed by the organiza
tion. They are Messrs Babatope Ibitola Olalekitn. Bob James. 
Ogaga Ifowodo and Cosmas Okafor. .' 

Mr. Babatope Ibitola' Olalekan. who has an lL.B (HONS),from 
the Rivers State University of Technology. did his Youths service 
with the ClO. Mr. Bob James had a brief stint with the Federal 
POly1echniC Bida Niger state as a lecturer. f;le holds an lL.B 
(HONS) from the University of Jos and a B.L.Mr. Ogaga Ifowodo 
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The death was in September announced of Mr. Gbe
miga Abegunde. a prominent member of the Nigerian 
Bar associati9n (NBA) and a committed member of the 

Lais Abegunde Gbemiga 

Civil Liberties Organization and a member olthe board 
of governors. Late Mr. Abegunde who died in a motor 
accident was until his death the administrative secretary 
of the NBA and the pioneer chairman of the Kaduna 
State branch of the ClO wiih sorrowful heart. the ClO 
condoles his 'family and professional colleagues in the 
N BA. Mr. Abegund!l has since been buried at his Ibadan 
home. 
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A unit of the Civil Uberties Organisation 
(ClO) was launched on the 2nd of Oc
tober, 1992 at the Edo State University. 

111 the words of the Chairman, at the 
launching, "Nigerians should form units 
and rally round H·uman Rights Organ
isations with an aim 10 struggle for the 
entrenchment oftiuman Rights culture 
in our society". 
• Miss E. Dibofuri, the unifs Co-ordina

tbr, in her welcome address, called on 
the members to always portray the ide
als of the Organisation, in both their pri
vate and public endeavours. 

The protem Chairman of Edo State 
branch of ClO Mr. Nnimmo Bassey 
who stood in for the ClO President, Mr. 
Olisa Agbakoba, in his own address 
thanked all the members for theireflorts 
in establishing the Unit He called for a 
reformation of the prison system. "One 
way of doing this", he added, "is the 
establishment of well equipped Ubrar
ies in each of the prisons" . 

Mr. Bassey, speaking further, con
demned the current politics of money. 
He urged Nigerians to come together in 
a round-table conference to discuss the 
future of the country. 

Cant from p.19 

LIST OF CORPSES DEPOSITED BY THE POLICE AT THE 

Mr. Emma Edigheji, ClO's Organisa
tion Officer, who was the guest lecture 
at the launching urged that "in Nigeria, 
just like in other SOCieties, the type of 
rights entrenched in our constitutions 
from the colonial period 10 date are rights 
which when pursued 10 their logical con
clusion will threaten the very existence 
of the ruling elite". "For people 10 enjoy 
basic human rights without any hin
drance", he opined, "people must COl
lectively fight for them. 

Over 200 students from the institution 
attended the launching. It would be 
recalled that another unit of the Organ
isation was launched at Irua recently. 

IKEJA GENERAL HOSPITAL MORTUARY BETWEEN JANUARY AND SEPTEMBER 1992. 
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DO YOU WANT TO BECOME A MEMBER OF THE CLO? THEN FILL AND 
RETURN THIS COUPON TO CLO OFFICE NEAREST TO YOU. 

Civil Liberties Organisation 
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Other Branches 
1A Junction Road, 
P.O. Box 8982, 
Kaduna. 
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- AFRICAN CHARTER ON HUMAN AND PEOPLES"RIGHTS. .. 
Article 1 

The member Statu of the Organi .. tion of African Unity par1i .. to the present chapter-shall 
racogniu \1'1. righb, duties and Ir •• doms enshrined in this Charta' and shall undertake 
to adopt I."ist.,iva or other m ... uro. 10 glva ailed 10 them.' ; 

Artkl.15 
Every individual anall h.liva the right to work under • .,,,II,,t,le ........... fI.t.etory cOndiUons, and 
wll receive equal pay tOt aqUIII wort!:.' 

Artkle1.-
Artlcla 2 1. E"~ ~. individual &hall have 1M right to ar10Y the bast attainable stat. of pnyaic::aland merna' 

Evary individual sh.U b. entitled \0 the ar10ymant 01 the right and lre.doms recogniud heatth, . 
and guaranl •• d in .he present Chanar without distinction 01 any kind such as race, ethnic· .• ,2. SI.tes part i •• to \1'1. pr ... nl Chartar ahan lakathe neousary me.~. to proted lhe h .. lth~ 
"roup, colour, ••• , language, religion, politic.ll or any other opinion, national and social 01 tn.ir peopl. and to ensure that they ~ive medic.ll anentlon when they are sick. 
origin:lortune, birth or other status. . t· . 

,f ArUc"'. 

1. Every individual shall be equal belore the law. 
2. Ev~ry individual shall be,entitled to equal protedion of the I'~'. 

Article 4 
Human beings ara inviolab"'. Every human being shall be entilled to resped lor his lile and . 
the integrity 01 hi. person. No one may be arbitrarily deprived of this right. 

Artlele 5 
Every individual shall haves the right to the resped 01 the dignity inherent in a humsn being 
and to the recognition of his tegat status. All forms 01 exploitation and degradation of men 
particularly alnery, .Iave trade, torture, CtlJel, inhuman or degradation punish,,:,ent and 
Ireatment shan be prohibite.d. ' 

Article a 
Every individual shall have the right to lil)erty and to the security 01 his person. No one may 
be deprived 01 his freedom e.cept lor reasons and conditions previousty 'aid down by law. 
In psrticular. no one may be arbilrarily arrested or detained. ' , •. 

Article 7 
1. Every individual shall have the right to have his cause. This CO!""prises: 

a) The right to an appeal to competent national organs against ads 01 
violating his lundamental rights as recognized end guaranteed by conventions;laws. regu· 
lation and customs in lorce: 

b) the right 10 b. presum.d innocent untit proved guilt,x by a c6mpet.nl court 
or tribunal; ..' ' . .' . ' .' ~ '. • " 

c) the right to defence, including the right to be del.nd.d by counsel 01 his. 
choice: •• ; • . 

d) the right 10 be tried within a reasonable time by an impartial court or 
tribunal. 
2. No ori. may b. considered lor an ad or omiuion which did not constitute a I.gal 
punishabl. offence atth.timll iI was committ.d. No penally may b. in!lict.d loran ollence 
lor whidl no provision was made al the time it was commilled. Punishment is personal and 
can be imposed only on the oUend.r. 

Article 8 
Fr.edom 01 consci.nce, Ihe prolession and Iree practice 01 religion shall be guaranteed. 
No one may. subj.ct to law and ord.r, be subjected to measures restricting the e .. reise 
01 these Ir.edoms. 

Article 51 
I. Every individual shall have tho right to reeeiv. information. 
2. Every individuaf shall have the.~jght to •• press and disseminate he opinions within the 
law. 

:~. 
• Article 10 

I. Every individual shall hav.the 'irght to Ir.e association provided that the abid.s by 
th.law. 
2. Subjecllo the obligation of so~jdarity provid.d lor in Articl. 29 no on. may be compell.d 
to join an association. • 

Article " 
Every individual shaH have the right to assembl. freely with oth.rs. The ... rcis. ollhis 
right shall be subj.d only to neceuary restrictions provided for by law in particular those 
enacted in the interest 01 national security, health. ethnics and rights and Ir •• doms 01 
others. ~ • . 

'\.-. 

Articl.12 
t. Every individual shall have the right to fre.dom 01 mov.m.nt and r.sidence within the 
borders 01 a State provided h. abides by tho law. 
2. Every individual shall have the right to leave any country including his own, and to r.turn 
to his country. This fight may only be subjed 10 rastridions. provided lor by law'of the 
protedion 01 national s.CUrlty, law and order, .P4btic h.al1h.~~ mora.l!ty. . 
3. Every individual shall hav. the right. whon persecuted, to seek and obtain asylum in 
other countries in accordance with the law on those countri.s and int.rnational conven· 
tions, 
4. A. non· national legally admitt.d in a t.rritoryola Stale party to the pr.sent Charter, may. 
only b. o.pelled Irom it by virtu. 01 a decision taken in accordance with the law. 
S. The mass exputsion of non·nationals shall bo prohibited. "'ass expulsion shall be thaJ 
which is aimed al national, racial. ethnic or roligious groups. 

Article '3 
1. E .... ry citiz.en shall have fight to participate Iteely in the government of his country •• ith.r 
d;redly or through Irellly chosen representativ.s in accordanee with the provisions 01 the 
law. . 
2. Every citizens shall have tho_,qght 01 equal access to the public s.rvice of his country. 
3. Every individual shall have ihi(right 01 access to public property and services in strict) 
equality 01 all porsons before the law. • 

Article 14 
The right 10 prop.rty shall bo guaranteed. It may only be encroached upon in the int.rest 
of public n •• d or in the general interest of Iho CC'mmunily and in accordance with tho 
provi,ions 01 appropriate laws. 

", ' 
". 

t. Ev.ry individual shall have the rigttl to education 
2. Every individual may freely. take part in the cultural life of hi. community, 
3. The promotion and protedion 01 morals and tradili_1 values reoognil.H by the communily 
shall be the duty 01 the Stat •. 

Artkl.2D 
1. The lamily shall be the natural unit and 01 aoc:iety. It wI! be protectod by the Stat. which 
shall take cara of its physical haallh and moral. • . 
2. The State shall have the duty f'o a&Sist the family which Is tM custodian 01 mOrals end 

. traditional values recognized by the community. . • 
3. Th. State shan .nsure the elimination 01 every discrimination against women and also 
.n~ur. the protedion 01 the rights 0' the woman and Iho child as stipulated in international 
d.clarations and conventions. , 
4. Th. aged and the disabl.d shall also havoth. right to spedal meaa\lres of protodion keeping 
with their physical or morat ne.ds. 

Article 21 
All pooples shall be equal; th.y shall enjoy the sam. reap.ct and shall hav. the sam. right. 
Nothing shall justify th! dominatio ... of a people by another. 

Article 22 
1. All peoples have righlto e.ist.nce. They shall have the unquestionabl. and inalierntble right 
to s.IFdet.jmination. Th.y shall'lreely d.termine th.ir political status and shall pursue th.ir 
oconomic and social developm.nt according to the policy they havelr •• ly chosen. 
2. <;olonized or oppressed peoples shall have the right to Iree thomselves Irom tho bonds 01 
domination by resorting to any means recognized by the int.rnational community. 
3. All peoples shall have the right to the assistance olth. Stale Parties to Ihe pres.nl Charter 
in th.ir liberation stf\lggle againsllorai~n domination, be il political, economic or cu.tlural. 

Article 23 
1. All p.opl. shanlreely dispose 01 their w.alth and natural r.sources. This right shall be 
••• rCis.d in the e.clusive tnterest 01 the people. In no case shall a p.opl. be deprived 01 It. 
2. In case 01 spoliation the dispos.d peopl. shall have Ihll right to the lawful recovery 01 Its 
property as w.1I as to an ad.quate comp.nsation. 
3. Th.lree disposal 01 w.alth and nalural r.sourees shall be ~)(ereised without prejudice 10 Ihe 
obligation of promoting international .conomic cooperation bas.d on mutual'respoct, equi
table e.change and tho principl.s of international law. 
4. States parties to the pr.sent Charter shall individually and collectivoiy •• ercis. the right to 
Iree disposal 01 their w.anh and natural resources with a view to strengthening Alrlca" unily 
and solidarity. .' .j ' .. , •• 

5. Stales parti.s to th. presenl Charter'stiall uridertake 10 eliminale all forms ollorelgn 
.conomic .xploilation particularly that practiced by international monopoli.s so as to onabl. 
Ih.ir peoples to fully ben.fit lrom the advantages derived from their national resources. 

Article 22 
1, All poople shall hav~ the right to their economic, soCial and cultural development with due 
r.gard 10 Iheir freedom and identity and in the oquafonjoyment of tho common heritage of 
mankind. 
2. Slat.s shall havo the duty, individually or collectively to ensure the ••• rcrse 01 the right to 
dllvelopment. . 

'Artlcle 23 
1. All peoples shall hay. Ihe righ\ to national and international p.ace and security. Th. 
principl.s 01 solidarity and friendly rlliations implicitly affirm.d by tho Charter 01 the Uni\.d 
Nations and r.affirmed by that 01 Ihe Orgainsation 01 Alrican Unity shall 'govern rela\ions 
b.tween Stal.s • 
2. Forthe purpose 01 strengthening peace, solidMity and lriendly retations, Sates partios to the 
present Charter shall ensure that: . 

a) any individual enjoying the right 01 asylum under Articlo 12 01 the pr.s.nt 
Charter shall not engage in subv.rsive activities against his country 01 origin or any other Slat. 
party;to the, presenl Charter; t ~ 

b) their t.rritories shall not be used as bases lor subversive or terrorist adiviti .. 
against the people 01 any other Stale party 10 lhe present Chart.r. 
". <l '~~ • :' 

Article 24. 
All peoples shall have the 'right to a g.n.ra,l .. saljsfadory environment lavourabh'-:tO th.ir 
development. • . 

'." 
Article 25' 

Stale parties to the prese"t Charte, shall have th.ir duty to pro'mote and' ensure through 
teaching, education and publicalion, the resped 01 tho rights and freedoms contained in the 
present Charter to see it that these lroodoms and 'righl aa well as corr.apo·oding obligations 

and, duti.s are und.rstood. 

Article 2. 
Stales partie'S to the pre .. nt Charter shall have the duty to guarantee the indepondence 01 tho 
Courts and shall allow the oslabljshm.nl and improvement of appropriate national institutions 
entrusted with tha promotion and prot.dion 01 the rights and fraedoms guarant.ed by Ihe 
present Charter. 
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IV?' anmatu Yakubuis a woman. She is Ni
~ gerian. And, is real. In 1985, 

She was 19 years old, and a virgin. At 

thai tender,age and with all her lack of so
phistication, Karimatu appreciated the wor1h 
of her freedom. To earn it, She had to fight 
for It. Her opponent was her father and the 
issue waswhetherornot she had a preroga- ,. 
tiVe to choose or to have a say in who to 
marry. The ultimate arbiter in '! . 
the fightwas the Court of Appeal (of Nigeria) 
sitting in Kaduna. 

The background was brlefly this .. 1';1 1984, 
three suitors mad~ known to Kanrn8tu's 
father, Alhaji Yakubu Tafida Paiko, their 
intentions to marry kanmatu. They were 
Aminu Shuaibu, Umatu Gwagwada and 
Mahmoud Ndatsu. Karimatu's father dis
liked shuiabu and made his feelings known 
to her. In deference to her father's wishes, 
Karimatu wrote off ShuaibiJ immediately. 
Her options were thus narrowed to two. 
While she waS away to SOkOto (from Kaduna) 
to consult family friends on her chOice, her 
father married her off to Umaru gwagwada. 

Shortiy after she leamt of this, Karimatu 
started efforts to break off the bond. It was' 
to prove a long but worthWhile battle. First 
She wrote one of her unCles making a case 
for herself and her right to choose who to 
marry. Herwords were instructive. Referring 
to the. action of her father and those who 
acted to deprive herof choice to choose her 
spouse, she argued; 

"They should take note that It is important to . 
allow the girl to know the type of 
person to marry her before the 
marriage is conduded. S.o, I would 
like you to leave me to choose the 
person of my choice for marriage 
as (sio) the case of all my sisters. 
And I prefer to choose the person 
my mind accepts for peaceful liv
ing." 

When this and other letters did not win her 
freedom, she went ahead, ' 
to break off the marriage to. Gwagwada. 
niereafter, she married Mahmoud Ndatsu. 
Pemaps, feeling that his authority was threat
ened, Karimatu's fa1her, in league wi1h Umaru 
Gwagwada,sued her. Karimatu lost in the 
trial (Area) Court. Her appeaLto the Sharia 
Court of Appeal was unsuccessful. Next, 
she proceeded to the Court of Appeal, the 
second to the highest Court in Nigeria in 
Appeal No. CNK 805/85. Although she was 

- ".-. '" p 

vindicated in the Court's judgement given 
on December ", 1985, on some'technical 
pointot'Sharia Law, th~ opinion of the Court 
of Appeal was a sad day for women and 
women's rights everywhere. According to 
the Court: 

Convention, the Contracling' Parties expressed 
conviction "thallhe lull and complete de
yelopment 01 a cou ntry, the welfare olthe 
World and the cause 01 peace require the . 
maximum participation 01 women on equal 
terms wHh men In all fields". 

: .. iOjne- conduslon on which there Is , CEClAW is the most COll1preherisive articu-
consensus of opinion in 1he Maliki School . lation of gender perspectives 
of Islamic Law Is that a father has the . of human rights· known to the World. It cap-
right to compel his virgin daughter in tUres the three compone,nts of women's 
marriage without her consent and even rights as human rights namely; Gender Af-
if she has attained puberty {defined by , firmative Action (to remedy age-old Injus-
the Court to begin at 14 years) ... "ticeS), the prinaple of equality and th~ 

coniplem~o1tary principle of non-discrimlna' 
The learned Justices of the Nigeria Court tion. Together these three principles consti: 

of Appeal affirmed this most degrading and tute the composite and evolving concepts of 
disparaging enslaveJ11ent of womanhood In ''Gender Justice". which transla1eS 1he Golden 
spite of the provision of se<;tion 39 of the, Rule in the context of ge'nder relations. 
constitution of the Federal Republic of Nige- CEDAW has probably attracted more ratill-
ria 1979 which proscribes discrimination on cation than any other UJj. Convention or 
grounds of sex. It is not only in Islam that Treaty. It is a measure of the hypOCris~ofthe 
women are consigned to play second fiddle. male dominated world that in spite of this, 
The situation is not very different in Christen- the woman's voice is heard only In the deaf-
dom. Few misogynists In history match the ening silence of enforced servitude. The 
authority and venom of Saint Paul. Noris the conduslon can only be that the State Parties 
situation peculiar to Nigeria. Until recently in to CEDAW failed to subscribe to it with any' 
Peru, South America, women could not even measure of conviction. ' 
maintain actions in Court in their name. In " This Is not surprising for, as history abun- . 
United Kingdom, like in Botswana, Citizen- dantlyshows. Freedom is neverdonatedon 
ship Laws, until recently, favoured Men. And a'platterof platinum to the opp.ressed.1t has· 
the U.SA.,women who seem to have more neiier been In the characier of dominant 
Intelligence and life than a fooi-mat are dasses anywhere to commit sepukku for 
called "Feminists". 'the sake of the dominated. Which Is why 
All these instances reflect the tendencies of legal dOdflments ' .. 
a world that has accepted the man as the IikEfconstitutionsandtreatiesarelnsuffloent 
embodiment of the woman. Because she is to win'any measure of seH-respectforwomen 
largely regarded as a nonllerson:fle woman and womanhood. Ultimately, the battle to 
Is therefore depe'rsonalized 8!ld discrimi- liberate womanhood will be foughi through 
nated against These trends manffestthem- organized agitation involving the mobiliza
selves in employment diSCrimination ( against tion of our g'rand-mothers and forgotten sisters 
women), unequal access to employment ,who, in those dark SJlj)ts lost on the map of 
and unequal remuneration for equal work, .. the WOrld, fiRht live's daily battles with bare 
violence against women (physical, psychO- knuckles. UnleSs we involve them, the vir
logical and emotional); as welras sexual ex- 'lUes of women's rights will be forgotten and 
ploitation. . buried in the, narcissism of the elite, urban 

.. ~an!<!'1.~i$. P,~'!laps only just beginning to women . 
• make amends for the enslavement of women. It needs however; to ,be said, that men 
, But it is proven to be one hell of a drag. In have a part1D'play in'the chemistry of women's 
1967, the United NationsGeneraJAssembly rights. In the eri~, oppres~on is-as debilitat
adopted the Dedaration 01 the Elimination ing to the oppressed as itis destructive of the 
of Discrimination Against women: Eight years oppressor. This is good enough reason for 
later in 1975, !he Gene~a1 "A,ssembly de- all to rise up to the challenges of righting the 
dared the Decade for Women;, wrongs of yore; and giving women's rights a 
And on December 18, 1979, the Convention distinct socia-political agenda. 
on the Elimination of all forms of Discrimina-
tion Ag ainst Women (CEDA W) which came 
1n1D foroe on September 3, 1981, was adopted, 
also by the United Nations. In adQpting this 
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