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Remember: If you do 
not register by April 28, 
you will not be able to 

vote in November. 

Have you registered for the 

We all voted for a new national 
government on April 27, 1994. That was a 
big step for the democratic process in our 

country. Now we have the chance to make 
our towns and cities democratic too. 

Yes! Why do we need· 
iocal government if 

we already have 
national 

governm ent? 

I voted last !jear. 
Why do I have to 

vote again? 

4 National Governme:nt plans Jor 'II< Local Government rl'Jans ·the day·to·day 
running of towns and cities. It organises 
things like electricity and water supply, 

the whole coimtr~. It organises things like 
economic policy, defence and relationships 
with other countries. ' 

Local government is responsible for 
providing local servic~s such as: 
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water 
electricity 
sewage disposal 
recreational areas 
stormwater drainage 
traffic control 
ambulance and fire ,service 
refuse removal 
libraries 
sport facilities. 
primary health care 

Your vote is 
your democratic 

right! 

It i;up to us to elect people from 
our communities who will see that 

these services are prOVided. 

sewage and refuse disposal. 

We must vote for a local 
government to take care 
oj our day-to-day needs. 

If we have a local problem, 
the local government is there 

to help·us. 

The local government election will complete 
the democratic process that we 011 began 

with last year's national and regional 
elections. The local elections are your 

chance to choose local representatives. 

Local government elections are your chance to 
choose people to represent you in everyday 

matters like: water and electricity suppl!j, sewage 
disposal, tran~or!';.ries, clinics and so on. 

We need fresh water and a proper 
sewerage system in our 

community. Wh2-do we talk to? 
How can we be sllye that this issue 

will be addressed? 

Local government is' also a link to national 
government. The representatives you elect 

are your community's voice to notional 
leaders. The!j help to connect your 

community to the rest of the country. 

Local govemment brings democracy closeio people. 
You have a rep"resentative who lives with you • 
someone who shares your problems and can speak 
for you. 

The final step in democracy is delivery: promises 
that have been made must be fulfilled. A single local 
government in each area can make plans that will 

. benefit everyone who lives in that area. People from 
each areae/ect their own representatives .. 

We must speak to our local 
government. They 'are there to 

represent us. 

The elections are later this year. We 

. 

need to elect a local government. 
That will be up to us. 

We can put pressure on our local 
government to ,'ee that the promises made 

at national level are fuijilled in our 
community. 

What do you mean by 
local government? 

Local government is a group of 
people selected by us to speak for 
us. They listen to the problems of 
our communities and help us to 

. solve them. 

At last we will have a say in 
how our communities Qre 
run. 

IF YOU DO NOT REGISTER YOU WILL NOT BE ABLE TO VOTE· . 
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I want to vote for a local 
government, but I don't see why I 

should have to register first. 

It is important to register so that we know 
how many people live in each area and 

what size !lach constituency needs to be. 
This is important for the prOViding of 

services. 

I om a ratepayer. Am I not 
automatically registered as a voter? 

No It is important that you are registered 
on the new muniCipal voters' roll. The old 

voters' roll is outdated. Everyone must get 
on to the new roll. 

Anyone who ... 

A register oj all voters is 
important to see that 
nobody votes twice. 

ij I put my name on <l register, will 
people .force me to vote .for their party? 
ij they see that I am voting for another 
party will they make my liJe difficult? 

Your vote is 5 ecret. When ~ou register you do not 
have to soy who you will vote Jar. No-one will know 

who you are going to vote for. Even when you actually 
vote, no-on.1I! will know who you are voting for. 

The address you give when you ,register to 
vote will be used only for voting. It will not 
be used to collect rent or electricity arrears 
or to deduct pension arrears frofrl pension 
payments, or for any other reason. 

Each new local government needs a new voters' roll. The name 
of every person 1 B years or older and the place where they live 
should be on the roll. In that way, every area can have its own 
representatives that are chosen by everyone who lives in that 
area. Everyone who lives in the city has the right to vote; it is the 
responsibility of every voter to see that their name is put on 
the roll by registering. . 

Full democracy needs full participation. New, democratic local 
government needs a new voters' roll that includes the names of, 
everyone in that area. 

Make sure that you register to vote! 

The old voters' roll is 
no longer valid. 

Make sure that your name is 
on the NEW voters' roll. 

It is your responsibility to get registered on the voters' roll. 

.!i 

• is 1B years or 
older on the 
day of voting 

• is a South African 
citizen and has 
anlD number 

• is registered as a 
voter on the new 
local government 
voters' roll in their 
area 

If I register as a voter here, can I vote 
when I go home at the end oj the year? 

No. You must vote in the same area as 
the address you give when you register. 

IJ ~ou do not olready have a 
registration jorm, you can get one 
from your nearest library, clinic or 

other local authority offices. 
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... is allowed to vote. 

This is what the registration form for the 
Cape Metropolitan Area looks like 
(registration forms in other parts of the 
country may look different). You can get 
a form from your nearest clinic, library or 
other local authority office. When you 
have a form, fill it in and post it to' the 
address given on the form, or return it to 
your nearest local authority. 

Brightening the future of 3 million children 
started with a single idea. 

- Tlu:simple butex.tremely powerful iue<i 
of a pyramid. At the top, the training of 
trainers. The trainers reach the teachers. And 
the teachers teach the children. 

The Molteno literacy project has lIsed 
this education pyramid to spread 
literacy skills across South Africa. Through 

_.-., 

lhe BP Bre<lkthrough Education Unit, BPSA 
has been closely involved for 
many years. Since the 
project began, millions of black. 
children have henetitted. . 
ChjJdren whose lives are forever 
enriched, for all our tomorrows. 

We like to keep you moving . 
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