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You e.an help ehoose the people who 
make dee.isions that a.f.feet your life. 

YO\\,Ql!t ~C"if'1E. 
@RAY I!-IUt:D 
"if'C DAAI?Cl!t"if'A£I!I"if' 
eMA£I!IGIS.S 
-- for example, in: 

o taxes 

o health care programs 

o the environment 

o services for the elderly 
and the poor 

• funding for roads, parks 
and dams 

• education in local schools 
and state colleges and 
universities 

o job programs 

o police and fire services 

o other important areas. 
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In our free society, it's up to you 
-- and every citi~ -- to: 

'fACLE AN 8N'fIE.~'f 
in what's happening at all levels 
of government -- local, state and 
national. 

000000000 ~ 000000000 

aJl N It)IUl.S'fAN It) 
'f!rillE. nsSaJllE,S 
that need to be decided . 

.............. 
-" .. :' . 
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\/O'f1E. c.A6U.lFaJl 1l.1l.y, 
choosing people you think will 
best represent your values and 
opinions. 

.... ", 

Use your vote to help gUide our governrnent! 
-- Learn rnore ... 
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Over t~e years, U.S. e.iti~s have worltecl hard 
to extend voting rights to everyone. 

, 
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O"S" 
When the Constitution was 
written, only white men age 21 
or older who owned property 
could vote. 
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During these years, the states 
changed their rules so that all 
white men age 21 and older 
could vote -- not just those who 
owned property. 

'\,1 --'~ClnnnmrH1Flnr 

r'~~~~ >-<"J '" OS,,© 
,,../V:'.>' 1\/" The Civil War led to the 

... (j ~ 15th Amendment to the 
f r Constitution. This amendment 

guaranteed the right to vote to 
all men age 21 and older, 
regardless of race or ethnic 
background. 
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09~ 
The 19th Amendment gave 
women age 21 and older the 
right to vote. 

0910 
The 26th Amendment lowered 
the voting age to 18. 

O%~ 
With the 24th Amendment, 
states could no longer make 
people pay to vote in national 
elections. 

c,ongress and the eour.ts have also ensured that no 
literaey, language or other tests ean keep eiti~S 
from voting. The right to vote is preeious -- and it 
deserves to be used! 
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The only requirements are: 

AGIt 
You need to be 18 years old 
by election day. (In some 
states, you can vote in 
primary elections at age 17 
if you will be 18 by the day 
of the main election.) You 
can continue to vote 
throughout your life. 

--....... ~~~ 
~ ................ 

i 

~n~It&'!lU 
States have different 
rules for how long you must 
be a resident before you 
can vote. For presidential 
elections, you must live in 
the state for 30 days before 
election day. 

(If you move to a new state 
less than 30 days before a 
presidential election, you 
may vote in your old state 
by absentee ballot - see 
page 14.) 

• Except those convicted of serious crimes (felonies) or found mentally unfit. 



IU6OS1l'AA1TIJO~ 
You need to sign up, or 
"register," before you can vote 
(except in North Dakota). 

• Registration times and places y.~ 
vary from state to state. (In 
many states, the deadline is 
30 days before an election.) 

• Some states allow 
registration by mail. 

• To register in most states, 
you need to show proof of 
your address and birth date. 

• In most states, you must 

HAVE. 
YbV 

F!f6ISJE ,0 re-register if you move or 
fail to vote for a certain 
period of time. ~~ o 

00000 "" IU60S 1l'1tLtl 1l'O!T)AY! DOD o II+IHD DOD 
Find out about registration 
through: 

• a political party II ir~ II • your local courthouse, 
town hall or other • a special voter registration 
government building group. 

POr-l'T MISS YOU~ C.HAr-IC.E 
to ,"au a clifferenee where you live. The Sooner 

you register, the Sooner you ean vote! 
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8ee.ause it's the heart of a strong demoeraey! 
Voting is a way to: 

It~~s. 'fOtVl[J1. Oi?DU<!]DOU<!] 
Voting lets you register your 
choices about issues and people 
who will represent you in 
government. 

You can state your beliefs 
through a ballot. And everyone's 
vote counts the same! 

o 

S>tVli?i?C[J1."il" ~~cf.Mmc. 
IGC~~AAItU<!l"il" 
In many countries, people have 
no say in decisions made by 
their government. 

Voting is a central part of 
democracy (rule by the people). 
It ensures that your voice is 
heard! 



~n~IFO~1W 
19uusno~s 
Our society depends on people 
who understand the world they 
live in. 

You can use your knowledge to 
help make important decisions 
by voting for: 

• people who will make 
the choices you want 

• proposals you support. 

' . 
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1?~1IJ)19 '1J"AAl9nnO~ 
Our country has defended our 
rights as a free people many 
times over .. at the cost 
of many lives. 

Voting ensures our freedom .. 
and means the struggle has 
been worthwhile. 

.' 
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$>Cl\JJIl!C.~ 
-- newspapers, magazines, 
TV and radio stations, political 
parties and the candidates 

one source of information, you'll j'0'li: iII~'( i themselves. If you rely on only I'~ ~I ~ 

only hear part of the story. ~"m~1 ;;;;~,t:d 

IFCI!.I!.C~ iilXllt ~$>l\JJ~ 
throughout the year. Don't forget 
them once the election is over. 
And, see if your representatives 
follow through on what they said 
they would do. 
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~~ iQl\JJ~iiDCijl!JS 
of the candidates or their 
representatives in person, 
through the mail, or by phone. 
If you can't get an answer, 
consider what that says about 
the candidate. 



!\AU1I' nlJ~ CAl\'lII'0II'A1I'1E.S 
or their representatives in 
person, if possible. They usually 
travel throughout the voting area 
before election day. Talking with 
candidates can help you form 
your own opinion of them. 

011' 1I'ACLIE.S 1I'0!\A~ 
to learn about candidates and 
issues -- but it's well worth the 
effort! The time you spend helps 
ensure that your vote reflects 
your beliefs. 

1I'A11$ ~01l'1l<I 01l'1l<IE6Z.S 
about the issues. Exchanging 
ideas and opinions adds to the 
strength of a democracy. 

I 
" 
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There are many ways to add your energy 
and viewS to the demouatie proeess. You might: 

.JJCO~ A GIlWUJli? 
that deals with one issue or a 
group of related issues. For 
example, you might join a group 
that: 

o wants to build low-income 
housing in your neighborhood 

o is concerned about homeless 
families across the state or 
country . 

.-------....,. ...................... -.--------------, 
.... ·····.l· 

..... 
: ........ ':, 

.' 

. 
\ 

'. 
'0 .~ 

12 

' . 
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i?co,.01T1lCAn. i?AAIrY 
that deals with issues on 
national, state or local levels. 
Depending on your interests, 
you might work with others on 
issues such as: 

• the local tax rate or school 
services 

• state and national programs 
to create jobs and equal 
opportunities. 



\fon.ui"l'V'U6t YOUo;l 
1TDM,," Ai'!I~ SCLlJn.1!..S 
in government activities. There's 
always a need for people to help. 
For example, you can: 

• help people register to vote 

• work with the homeless 

• assist in job training 

• serve on local government 
boards. 

eOMMUi"luC!A'V',," WU'V'il'iJ 
,,"n.un~ OlFlFuellAl!..S 
to make your views known. To 
represent you, officials need to 
know what you think! Write 
letters to the editor of your 
local paper, too. 

/if f 

A'V''V'~~ MU1TDi"lGS 
Ai\l~ il'iJ1ENUi"lGS 
to voice your opinion. Most 
government decisions must 
be brought before the public. 
Take the opportunity to 
express your views and hear 
what others have to say. 

13 



14 

~@~@ @Q[JwuO@~~ 
~@~C'~~~~ 

@lo vo-G'eu'~ 
Insve -G'o be sb~e -G'o 

i"es& Oi" ~I?es~ 
~~i~lIi? 

No. Special ballots are 
available in some areas. 
Ask people who register 
voters about the rules 
in your area. 

~lheu'e es~ 0 ge-G' 
WlOi"e i~foi"WlS-G'io~ 

sbou-G' vo-G'i&'lS? 

Contact your town or city 
hall, local courthouse or 
library, or the political 
party of your choice. 

~lhs-G"~ 
s~ s~e~-G'ee 

bs~~o-G'? 

It's a ballot that allows 
you to vote before 
election day in some 
cases. For example, 
you may request an 
absentee ballot if you 
know you'll be out of 
state on election day. 

~IIiS-G'if 
O'Wl ~o-G" s ~.~. 
eiti~? 

Contact a local 
courthouse to find 
out about becoming 
a citizen. Once you're 
a citizen, be sure to 
exercise your right to 
vote. 
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It's the only way to be sure your voiee is heard. 

and issues. 

~ "01J"~ 
on election day. 

~ G~1J" Oil!l"OIW~1t) 
in your government. 

Informed voters 
are the baelt-bone 

~- of a free and fair 
--"-.1/ soeiety! 

IS 
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