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ELECTION NOTES 
Johnson County Election Office, 2101 E. Kansas City Road, Olathe, KS 66061 782-3441 

Internet Address: www.jocoelection.org E-mail: election@jocoelection.org 

THREE VOT~NG OPT~ONS ~N JOHNSON COUNTY 

Vote In Advance By Mail 

• Complete an Application for an Advance Voting Ballot and mail it to Johnson 
County Election Office. Applications must be received at the Election Office 
before 5:00 p.m. on the Friday prior to the election. To avoid delays, submit 
your application early. Applications for the November election are being 
accepted now. Remember, you do not need a reason to vote early! A separate 
application must be completed for each election. 

• Applications are available at city halls, public libraries, voter registration sites and 
on Election Office Internet Home Page at http://www.jocoelection.org 

• Ballots will be mailed 20 days prior to Election Day and thereafter upon receipt of 
application. Return your voted ballot by mail or in person to the Election Office 
before 7:00 p.m. on Election Day. 

Vote In Advance In Person At The Election Office 

• Election Office will be open 20 days prior to Election Day on Monday through 
Friday, 8:00 a.m. - 9:00 p.m., and on Saturdays from 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

Vote At The Polls On Election Day 

• Polls are open from 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. 



ELECTION NOTES 
Johnson County Election Office, 2101 E. Kansas City Road, Olathe, KS 66061 782-3441 

Internet Address: www.jocoelection.org E-mail: election@jocoelection.org 

TO VOTE - YOU MUST BE REGISTERED! 

You may register to vote if you are: 

• United States citizen, 
• Kansas resident, and 
• At least 18 years old by the next statewide general election. 

Registration forms are available at various registration sites throughout the County, 
City Halls, and Public Libraries. 

You may request forms to register by mail by calling the Election Office, 782-3441 
or obtain an application through the Johnson County Election Office Internet Home 
Page at http://www.jocoelection.org 

Registration closes 14 days prior to each election. 

You must re-register if you change your name, change your residence, or change 
your party affiliation. 

You will receive a voter registration card listing your polling place location. Show 
the card at the polls to speed the election process. 

WORKiNG AT THE POLLS ON ELECTION DA V! 

The minimum qualifications to serve as an election worker on election day are: 

• Johnson County resident, 
• Registered to vote at current address, 
• Affiliated as Democrat or Republican (only in primary elections), 
• Complete two (2) hours of training. 

For information, call the Johnson County Election Office at 782-3441 . 



JOHNSON COUNTY 
ELECTION OFFICE 

WSRELEAS 

If you are a registered voter in Johnson County, beginning in 1996 you 
will have the option of voting before Election Day. Starting 20 days 
before Election Day, you may have your ballot mailed to you or you may 
cast a ballot in person at the Election Office. To vote by mail, you must 
submit an application for an advance ballot. A separate application must 
be submitted for each election. Advance ballot applications will be 
available at the Election Office, City Halls, and Public Libraries 
throughout the County on January 1, 1996. 

Advantages of voting early: 
Vote at home when it is convenient for you 
Unforeseen events won't keep you from voting 
Bad weather on Election Day won't be a problem 
Avoid long lines and parking problems at the polls 

Remember, in 1996 you have three options: 
Advance voting by mail 
Advance voting in person at the Election Office 
Voting at the polls on Election Day 

For > addilional information.!~le;"e ';;;';fucl Connie i;Sclunidl, lo~J;;.CounIY Elechon 

.C?iF'issioner. 2IOI~.~ ~i~M?~ql~~e.Kart~§~61. (91]).Z~~;~441. .......•...•... > .• 



SATURDAY, November 25, 1995 

TIlE KAN~.:.~~~_S_TAR_ : ______ _ 

Voting by mail extends 
the reach of democracy 
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I), ~c:d. and Lbe P:::'\'O:': cost of 

See I'OTIHG, r.", 2S, Col. 4 

Voting by mail helps 
strengthen democracy 
C<lnUnue<l from Page 2 

the: ciectioo is far lo~r, 
A DooC3JJdidate bond cIa:· 

tioo. at the poils o:.ay draw oee­
fourth of reptemj votefl, A 
bood election by mail drn'l 
two-thireb to Ih=-<lu.arun. 
.1.0 our falt-paced live - with 
job~ kieb' = pools, chun:h 
meetings, volWlte:r activities. 
bowebold chore and C"I'C':l !.he 
renote control 'l)'ing for our 
tim, - a.cythinl that boo,,, 
democratic parucipation mwt 
be c:ncourag~ . 

The need for extr.l. ClCQur:;:Jse­
ment hit home earlier this 
month at our neighborhood as­
soOltiOO'S atulu:U homeowners 
mo:ting. Meeting DOUCC:S and 
pro.\.io went out ahead of time:. 
Executive board members m.3de 
cight.bcfort telephooe eall.s to 
tDcoun.ge arteodaoa:. 

Yet. at the appointed bour. 
scouting tCl.!W had to be sent' 
out from the elementary $Cbool 
to round up unreturned pro.t.ies, 
if not homeowners themselves. 

Wilbouttbe: lJ..St.glSp 
roundup, a quorum wouJd Dot 
h:rvc been met. and hwino.s 
could Dot haye been condut:tcd. 

Everybody's bwy, I know, 
But it's imporunt to remember 
th2t2 Jot o(stuffjwt pl:a.in 
bappens to w. A lot is out or 
Our control. But we do have a 

Your opinion 
')\lllhiti1456 
We we~me your opin­
Ions on any subject. Can 
St2rTouch at m.sTAI! . 
(7827) and enter 1456 to 
respond. Yeu .. ill be 
asked 10 kave your 

. name and telephone 
number for veriflCaUon, 
atthough your name will 
not be published witIlout 
your consent 

s:J.y in some: thicg:s. and W'C 
shouldn't sllrug off that ·po.,;­
lege. 

ElTectiYe Jan. I, ~ vot. 
ers will have tbe right to cboose 
how tbey WilDt 10 vote in every 
electiOD. They will have three: 
options: mlt=l a ballOt in ad­
\':lace by mail, C1.St a vole in 
person at the election office 
within 20 d:ays before the 
pol1ing d2te or go to the polls 
a.l usual 00 election Iby. 

The OptiOClS all bul moovc 
any excuse (or not voting. We: 
b3y'c $Cme p;twcrfuJ influence 
... if we: use It. 

D/on< Srolforr1. a bUlintsl 
columnul/or 1M SIar, lir~3 cmJ 
'rOU3 in B11J~ Yallq. 
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Advance Voting Replaces f.f:,q~}t>~~{<p~~;r_ .. -.,.~~<. 
&~:.;E ,-\.. ">-~. "'.-'. ,I ~ 7 ,'", ." 

•• J,.' :~~ ~"",,"; • .':.~. }, .1 .... '\~ 

Absentee ,,{T.otIng In Kansas'/.';' (,~:"'!., ,,;, •• ,'."' )"1.;·· •• lr I "I r,:~~·'/.:~};:;; .. ~// .rc:·'" (> ~ • 

line for voting iI~~p?;~ori,~t,~e7",e;" ~,Q.s~~~~~ V ~tIng Voting will be easier in 1996. 
Starting 20 days before Election 

Day, you may have your ballot mailed 
to you or you may vote in person at 
the Election Onice in Johnson or 
Wyandotte County. 

To vote by mail, you must complete 
an Application for an Advance Voting 
Ballot and mail it to the EJection 
Office. Remember, a separate applica­
tion must be completed for each elec­
tion. An original signature is required, 
therefore faxes and E-mail applica­
tions cannot be accepted. The 
Application for an Advance Voting 
Ballot is available at area city halls, 
and at all public libraries in Johnson 
County. A copy is also available in 
Personnel. For Wyandotte" County 
information, call 334-1414. 

You may vote in person at the 
Election Office in Johnson County at 
210 [ E. Kansas City Road, Olathe, KS 
or in Wyandotte County at 9400 State 
Avenue, Kansas City, KS. The dead-

ElectIOn offices Isn:go,noBn on,~'Y" ,.Is·Your 0ptIon 
Monday pnor to Elcchon)Day.--... '\. X ' ''-J' ')' 

There are two ,:ayt~6 reg~s)ettQ, < ~II£Missouri 
vote. You may register In person al~\ ./~ ')- :...-.t " ", 'i 
various rc~ist~atio~ sites'~Fro.t1gl~Ollt ~ () ~A_~ie.n~i~~··Voting in IVlissouri is 
the Counties, I.e. city halls"~7hc 0 ~ayailable for those registcred 

~Ibranes, high schools or w~e~~~.~t;;m-fj .. .. ,;:.~!~q; who will be away from their 
1l1g or renewmg your dnver s hce~se. .: >'Jupsdlcllon from 6:00 a.m. to 

You may also register by mail b}= nioo p.m. on Election Day. 
calling the Election Oflices, in For further infonnation on Absentee 
Johnson County, 782-344 I and in Voting call your local County EJection 
Wyandotte County, 334-1414. Office. 
However, if you register by mail, [n Clay County call 792-767 I. 
Kansas law requires you to vote in In Platte County call 858-2232. 
person at the next cJection. In Jackson County call 52 I -4600 

Registration closes 14 days prior to or the Election Board 
each election. You must re-register if 
you change your name or change your 
residence. You will receive a voter reg­
istration card listing your polling place 
location. Show the card at 
the polls to speed the 
election process. 



A Newspaper for Johnson County's 60-and-Older Citizens 

r--------------------------j 

Affirmation of an E!ec:cr of the County of Johnson, and Slale of Kansas Quiring to Vele an 
Aovance Voting Ballel 

State of Kansas, County of Jol".r.scn, 5S; 

I Co solemnly affirm to"at I am a ~1.:2Iir.f: elec:cr resicing at roum!::er .;,-:d s:reel and in l/".e C.ly 
or to .... nship printec: celow, ill t.'1e Ccur.:y of JOhnsen, and State cf K2nsas. I am entitiec Ie 
... ote an advance vcling Callet and 11".8\'8 r,ct vcted and wiU net ctherv.ise vote at the eiecicn 
to t:el1eld en: tCOlruCneO"e) ( )~. or ( )NOVEl.IEERS.1996. 

1- ,.I, SEP.\R..\TE APPllC.J.T:O~ IS RE9U~RED FOR EACH El.ECTIO~ -I 

1. Print Name __ ,;-;;-____ --' __ >:=:-____ ===:;--__ 
uS! Flm ' .... cel' \f1Ill~.I .. 

I 2. ___________ ~~~~~~------------
J~IIr.5C.' CJur.t1 "f$;<;t~ee ACClIU,S 

I 
I :!. My Political Party Is _.",,""""-='"'==_ 

(lat ~r.rnal'f ,:,::,,1:$ C:~i) 
4. Date cl Biron ______ _ 

I I dulre my ballot to ee sent to the fol!owing adc!~ess:' 

I 
I ,. ~~~~~--------~~--------~~-------,~~ I SllUI Ac~rt!.$ C~y $la:1 Z1P CO(t 

I 6. ==:.:====- 7. _______ -.::;==:;;;-____ _ 
SoQn;turr CI Vcter 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
.I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

NOle: .... pplie;n!s,ICr perm;nen! ad~anee ~e1tr SUlIIS milS! h;'.'e I perman.nt llfI}sie;1 diubility or hive btln 
C:';:lnru.rd as h,vIn __ I permanent mnu.s. "", " , 

TIlr natll~ 01 my ~e~'nen[ lIlr'Ieu or ~~tilJ,t ;$ ___ -'-_,---,-,--,:---:--:,-:,--_,.,-
" . , ,'" '.', " ." . 

Note: False statement on this affinn~:ion is a severity level 9, nonperson felony .. 

.'. '., , 

Reg. #I B;;l1ct:: _· ______ layout:: _-,-____ __ 
Form .... VIII .... ~ "$,..z,.ll::.r:.~t') 

MOIiI To: Jonnson County Election Ocnce • 2101 E. Kansas Ci~7 R~ .• O1:1tne, KS 66061 

I . you-can-.v6-te----J 

by mail 
Two 

elections are 
coming soon: 
lhe Prinm!),. 
Aug. 6; the 
General 
Election. Nov. 
5. 

Tuavuid 
long election lines. you can \'otc in 
ad\"ancebymail. It"se:::tSy. Com· 
plcte the application duplicJted here 
Jnd mail it to the Election Office, 
Applications musl be recci\'cd at the 
Election Ofli,e before 5 p.m .. the 

friday prior to the election. A 
separate applicnlion m~st be com­
pleted for each election. 

. Ballots will be mailed 20 days 
prior to Election Day and therean~r 
upon receipt of application. RetWTI 
your voted ballot by mail or in person 
to the Election Office before 7 p.m., 
on Election Day. 

Remember. you do not need a 
re::u;on to vote early! 

To vote, you must be registered. 
You may request fom1s to register by 
mail by calling the Election Office, 
782-344 L 



Advantat;cs of Voting Early! 
• Vote at home \-,"hen it is convenient for 

you! 
• Take ilS much time as you neeti to mark 

your ballot! 
• Set an example encoW"Jging others who 

may not oU1crwise yote! . 
• Avoid long lines and parking problems at 

tile polls! 
• Yom busy sd1cdule or unforeseen c\·ents 

won't keep you from. voting! 
• 13ad wCi.1thcr on El~(lion O"Y won't be a 

problem' 
• Parents \von't h;:we to find a sitter for U1e 

kids! 
• Avoid conflicts witi, your schedule! 
• Fl1,e up time to help others get to the poUs! 

Facts about Advance Voting! 

Advance voting replaces absentee\'oting 
- you no longer need an eXCUSe to vote early. 
If you are a registered \'oter in Johnson 
COlmty. you can '/ote up to twenty (20) days 
prior to Election Day. Your Options are: (1) 
Vote by mail; or (2) Vote in person at the 
Election Office. 

How To Vote Early! 

Vote by MoB ... to vote by mail you must 
complete an Application for an Advance 
Votin9 Ballot and mail it to tile Election Of­
fice. )ou cam complete the fonn (on the 
right), or call the Election Office at 782-3441 
to request additional forms. Forms are also 
available at area City Halls, and at all public 
libraries.Remember - a separate applica­
tion must be submitted for eilch election. 
Your completed application must be re­
ceived at the Election Office before 5:00pm 
on Friday, prior to the election. Your com­
pleted ballot must be received at the Election 

~ ............................... ~ 
: I!lPPlltJ!jJlIJmIJj'M'A·g@WWI1!1@:!J1!111l 
• • Affinnation of an Elector of the County of Johnson, and Stale cf Kansas Desinng 
: to Vote an Acfvar/:e Voting Ballot : 

• State of Kansas, County of Johnson, ss: 

I do solemnty aflinn lhat t am a qualffied elector reSiding at m;IT.:Xr and street and 
in the city or township pnnted below, in the County of Johnsen, and State of Kan· 
sas. t am entitled to vote an advance voting ballot and I have r,ot \ \lted and \',ill 
not othenvise vote at the Pnmary Election to be held on Tuesday. AUGust 6 1996. 
My pclitical party is indicated below n apprJCatJe. 

l.PrintName_--, _____ =-____ =-::-:..."...,...--_ 
last Rrst i-.i:dd!e Initial 

2. _________ ~~~~~------------
Johnson County Address 

3.My Political Parly is ______ .4. Date of Bir.'1 ____ _ 

I desire my ballot be. sent to the fonowing address: 

5.-.",-c-:-:.,--:--~------=-----::,--,----:;:-'7""';--
Street Address City State Zip Code 

6. __ ~--::,..,__,--c:_:__-7 .. ---=-__,____::_:'7'------
Daytime Telephone Number Signature ol\Ner 
(Johnson County) 

Note: Applicants for pennanent advance voter status must r.a·;e a permanent 
physical disability or have been diagnosed as having a permanent mness. 

The nature of my pennanent illness or disabifrty is _______ _ 

Note: False Slalement on this aflinn.tion is. severity level g, nonpelSon lelany. 

(For OffICe Use Only) 

Office before 7:00pm on Election Day. Reg.# _____ Ballot# __ -'--__ Layoui# ____ _ 
Vote in Person ... You may also vote early FonnAVI Rev. 1005 KSA25-I122d(a), (e) 

in person at the Election Office, 2101 East 
Kansas City Road, Olathe, Kansas, begin- . 
ning twenty (20) days before the election. * Johnson County Election Office * 
The office will be open Monday through 2101 East Kansas City Road * Olathe, KS 66C<i1 
Friday until 9:00pm, and on Saturday from (913) 782·3441 * Fax (913) 791-1753 . 
9:00am, to 5:00pm. ~ ____ ••• _ •• ___ .-••••••••••• ___ ..... 

Please complete, cutout. and mail 10 the Johnso., County ElecUon OHice at 
the address above. Your 1996 Primary Election A~ance Ballot will be mailed 

. twenty (20) days before the Primary Election. Your ballot must be received at . 
the Election Offite no later than 7:00pm on e!ec:ion day to be tounted. . 

Now You Can Vote 
EarlttR H ! 

/ :1°1000 MA'tEl! 



by mail 
The election is coming soon: 

Nov.5! 
To avoid long election lines, you can 

vote in advance by mail. It's easy. Com­
plete the application duplicated above 
and mail it to the Election Office, 210 I 
E. Kansas City Rd., Olathe, KS 66061. 
Applications must be received at the 
Election Office before 5 p.m., the Fri­
day prior to the election. 

Ballots will be mailed 20 days prior 

to Election Day and thereafter upon re­
ceipt of application. Return your voted 
ballot by mail or in person to the Elec­
tion Office before 7 p.m., on Election 
Day. 

Remember, you do not need a rea­
son to vote early! 

To vote, you must be registered. 
You may request forms to register by 
mail or by calling the Election Office at 
782-3441. 



EARLYBIRDVOIING: WilL IT "fLY;»" 
Advance voting is expected to eventually be a hit, and it may affect the way campaigns are run 

A
lthough the AuJ.:. G prilllM)" is ~t111 a cuuple of 
w{:,:ks "rl. d"":lIs uf pl:upk Ir;n'c probalr!y 
.1Ire.Hly voted lor I helr [iLvorilc C.lhuid.lh: uy 
IIOW. 

They WOII'\ Ile c1iluhlug illlu !llcir hot CillS a/t1.!1 a 
luulI clilY at wurl<. 10 wait ill lines at the polling sites 
th.lt clay. No sir. Thank!> to atlvaucc voting. up to 25 
percent 01 volers will have cast their votes by the 
lillie I\ug. G foils 1lIOUllfJ, ilCl.::UHJiug 10 the most 0llli. 
lIlistic cslll1lnlcs. 

Any 01 the courlly's 22r..'iJ3 leglstered \'oters call 
call the clcclioll cUlluuissirmcr's utlke 10 request il 
mall·ill hallut or eml vole ill pCrsUIi between July 17 
alltl All!). S. 

The [Hoglalll was 1:l1ilCtcd luJ[owill~ the I !J!l2 Illes­
idcutlal clcCtiull, durill!) which wilits of up to four 
huurs were reported at some polliu!: places In 
JUI'IlSUll Cuunty. At the time, the unly aHernati\'e to 
polllliM pla..:es was to request all abselltee b.1l1ot, 

w Illc h was u IIliY~"it' '~";Hlit 'il'~IB"~H:iid~'Z' ~'S·,!· 'IIt~"~1 "llilI'iI'lI'i,umm." slam:es, 
E I e c t I u 11 

1111111-

u..:r 01 Juhllsun 
C01lllilall5 to 
parllcip<lte in 
advance \'utlllg 
iJecause tlll:re 
ale so ULallY 
twu·lncome 
1101lSelwlds. 

- It' s 
de~I!llled to 
m"ke voting 
casler; she 
said, ~It's really 
a way to be 
sure there arc 
110 hUldles In 
the way 01 vot_ 
11If{,-

So how 
IIIlIch will 
advance votlllg 
be utilized III 
the fHilll1lry? 

Ms. Schmidt 

HO 
her 

I, 
IHt~l'arillg lor 
worst-case sce­
lIallus - that 
Is, all advance 
votes autl all 
['"lllnll·plnce 
vutes, 

Ollce auval1ce volillf! IJt:g::lIl, 011 July 17, the elec­
tlon commissloller's ollice c.'(tentleu lis hours to 
haulile liallots, retluests for li"lIots and drop-In vot­
Ill!!. Hallots call be I'lucessed by lIIachlue prior to 
AuC. G lout willilot ue ta!\led he/ure thclI. As of mld­
July, M:-:, SclUlllt!!'!; ullice t,ad received just 4,061 
IC'lllt:5ts fur lUall·in hallots. 

Kallsas Secll:tary "f Slatc Ito II Thorutmrllh Is il 
stlU"!: p,c'l'ullelit 01 advallce votillll ;11111111 cOllli(klll 
II will cre"tc a !:'t::lter vuler turnuut. In fact, Ihat's 
tllt~ IcaSUIl lite It:gislallon was proposed las I year, he 
!::tid. 

MWC'Ve: made: v"tilli-: ilS COllvenlent ilS It pos5iloly 
call IJe,~ f'.lr. Thllwlmrgh said, ~Ultlll1ately, ilS many 
as SU percellt 01 Ihc total voles cast ..... ill be loy 

Mlv:lHce ballot: 
When the adv.1l1ee-voltt1!: LIIl was clebatcd by the 

Lc~[slalure.,\If. Thornbulj;h said, It was scrutinized 
hy politicians who were con· 
cerued aLoul how It would liipi'c;;",t 
allect their next campaigns. It 
was 1I0t lost on them that a 
chlln~e in vOllnl,l practices 
could po ten II ally hell) them or 
hurt theill. 

Sell. Dick Bond, R·Overlaml 
Park, said that in the past, It was 
the more oq;anized campaigns 
that had all adv"nlage because 
they were able to set their sup­
I!orters 10 the polls. But Diek Bond 
ad\'ance voting will help level the playin~ lIeld lor 
less organized campaigns, he said. 

However. at this poi lit, whal candidates will Lene­
lit In the upcoming: primary is pure speculation. 

Ml have heard people speculate that it's greatest 
for moderates because they tend to 1I0t vote; said 
retiring Sen. Mark Parkillsoll, It·Olathe. ~Others say. 
·No. it Is greatest lor conservatives because they 
call pass out liallots at churches: It's toui:h to say: 

One thlng's lor sure: /\dvance voting will nllect 
the way campaigns are run. 

In the days bel ore advance voting. savvy media 
buys were made In Ihe IInal hours of major cam· 
palglls. virtually floouing voters with the'lssues and 
a candld<lte's sl<lllce on them, Such eleventh-hour 
polHlcklll)( servcs two purposes:,The first, obvious­
ly, Is to get the voter thinking about the candidate. 
The second, Mr. Parkinson said, Is to stall unUllhe 
real funds are raised, typically toward the end olthe 
campaign.' . 
.':: ,Du~,,:,,ith advance . , . 

, :rely QI!I·a last·mlnute bUtz. 

o :dolllii One.impaCI, ple-ce In the l,h;;~:nt~l~t:~I!;;: 
'':'eJectlon, c::.ndldales may, have to s 
: pilches.·· . 

MCampalgns <Ire swimming now, ":Mr. Th'n""h~,,;'h 
said. -tfyl!!&: .10 IIgure out when. to do their IrnP.a,ct ' 
pieces. . - -, • ._. ;, 

The camllalgllS of candidate, In lower-profile 
races <II so ..... 111 be affected. Being lorced to send out 
direct-mail pieces earlier and more olten could put 
them In tough financial straits. By early July, Mr. 
Bond had already sent out 20,000 direct-mail pieces, 
making sure to tuck In a ballot request. What could 
be better campaigning than makIng It easIer for vol· 
ers to support you? 

The prospect of longer, more costly """,,1I1,t,", 
campaigns Is likely to discourage ordinary people 
from running lor office, Mr. Parkinson s<lld.· And 
mudslinging will not only continue, he said, but will 
probably Co all even lon~er. . 

Conversely, Mr, Thornburgh said he believes 
therc may lie a Jecl!ne In negative advertising. The 
purpose of such attacks, he said, Is to catch an 
opponent with accusations when It's too I<lle to 
resl'olld, Such Call1flal!\lllng would lose lis Impact 
when l1I:my of the voters have already locked III 
their support. 

MEllelltuaUy the Impact will IJe enormous, ~ Mr. 
Parkinsoll said. MWlthln t ..... o to lour years, c<lslly 
over 35 percent of the public will advilllce vote.-

Of course. anytime you milke II casler to vote, 
there's aIW3)'s the potclIlI."llor fraud. The questloll 
must be raised: lIow casy wlUU loe lor citizens to i-:et 
their hands on all extra ballot or two? Mr. I'arklnson 
doesn't Ihlnk It will be all Issuc. 

MThe bottum Hlle is, thele's 1I0t many peOI)le will­
Ing to commit a feluny to vote lor a pMtlcular per­
SOIl,~ he said. 

I'erhaps no one cares enotli:h aloollt thc county 
clerk race to lake such a risk, but might there lJe 
morc teml'tatioll to cheat 011. say, il controversial 

ilamlotlug Issue7 
M'l'Ilat's one of the thilll;S we're !loIn!: til II<lv\! tn be 

careful about and learn from; Mr. BOllcl saiu. ~But 
the secretary of st<lle and the election commlssloll­
er believe they have safeguards on people votlllg 
more than ollce. I hope Ihey're right: 

AI any rate, fraudulent votes ..... iI1l1kely be of little 
concern In the Aug. 6 primary. The prlmary soal at 
this point Is gettill!! the word oul and gelling more 
volers to partlcipilte. ,\lter all, old habits don't die 
cilsily. Pulling the lever In a polling place Is as 
American <lS apple pic, as Inherently democr<llic as 
Oif>layglo. 

-There nre a 101 oJ peopte ..... ho <Ire attracted to the 
iclca 01 yuiug to polls on election day,~ said Kevin 
Yowell, campall;n ni<lllager for Vince Snuwbarger. a 
state representative who's running lor J.1n Meyers' 
seat in COllilress. "It's such an American thing to 
do." 

So, Mr. Thornburgh's toughest task llIay be to get 
couch potatoes to exercise their right to vole <lnu to 
get the naysayers to slaild up nnd be counted. This 
ye .. r, he expects to spend Just a coupte thousand 
dollars towaru thnt end, promoting advance \'otlng 
throui-:h poster contests ilud jlulJlic service 
annOUllcenLents. 

Said Mr. Pilrkinson, "It will lake a while for people 
to learn about, but It's hard for me to believe that If 
they're aware they C3n gct a ballot in the m;lll that 
n'",_v wouldn't do thilt: 

-Bv Susyn Schweers, sraU writer 



Johnson County Election Office 
2101 E. Kansas City Road 

Olathe, Kansas 66061 

ELECTION TIPS 

BE SURE THAT YOUR VOTE CAN BE COUNTED 

• Remember: To vote - you must be registered! Registration closes fourteen (\4) days prior 
to each election. You may register at any city hall, public library, or at the 10hnson County 
Election Office. To register, you must be a United States citizen, Kansas resident, and at 
least 18 years of age by the next statewide general election. 

• When voting in advance, you (registered voter) must sign the outside of the ballot envelope. 
If you forget to sign the envelope, your vote cannot be counted. 

• The signature on the outside of the advance ballot envelope must match the name on the 
mailing label. If it does not match, your vote cannot be counted. 

• If you mail your advance ballot, it must be received at the Election Office by 7 :00 p.m. on 
Election Day. (8allots may also be hand delivered to the Election Office.) Voted ballots 
received in the mail or in person after Election Day cannot be counted. 

• If you forget to mail your advance ballot, you can turn in your advance ballot at your polling 
place on Election Day and cast your vote on the electronic voting machine. 

• If you are currently a registered voter in 10hnson County, and you move within 10hnson 
County, you may go to your new polling place or the Election Office, complete a voter 
registration card, and vote a paper ballot. Your vote will be counted. 

• If you are currently a registered voter in 10hnson County, and you have changed your name 
since the last election, you may go to your polling place on Election Day, complete a voter 
registration card, and vote a paper ballot. Your vote will be counted. 

• In a primary election, Kansas law does not allow a registered voter to change his party 
affiliation on Election Day. You have until the registration books close, 14 days prior to an 
election, to re-register and change your affiliation. 

• In a primary election, if you are not affiliated with a political party, you can complete a voter 
registration card, declare either the Republican or Democratic party, and cast your vote on 
the electronic voting machine. 

• When voting on the electronic voting machine, be sure to review your selections prior to 
pushing the "Cast Vote" button. If you push the button before you are fmished voting, you 
cannot be given another opportunity to vote. 

Please foDow these guidelines to assure that your vote is counted. If you have any 
questions, please caD the Johnson County Election Office at 782-3441. 



BE A PARTNER IN THE ELECTION PROCESS! 

The Johnson County Election Office extends an invitation to the citizens of 
Johnson County, school groups, organizations, and businesses to volunteer in an 
effort to promote voter participation in the election process. 

SPONSOR A VOTER REGISTRATION DRIVE 
Provide an opportunity for citizens to register to vote. Schedule a voter registration drive at a 
site of your choice. Instructions and supplies provided by Election Office. 

DISTRIBUTE ADVANCE VOTING INFORMATION 
Inform the public about the three Voting Options in Johnson County. Any registered voter has 
an option to vote in advance by mail, or vote in advance in person at the Johnson County 
Election Office during the 20 day voting period prior to election day, or vote at the polls on 
election day. Distribute the Applications for an Advance Voting Ballot in your neighborhood, 
attendance area, organization, or business. Applications may be copied and reproduced for 
newsletters and correspondence. 

ADOPT A POLLING PLACE 
This innovative program provides an opportunity for businesses, corporations, CIVIC 

organizations, or neighborhoods to assist the Election Office by providing workers on Election 
Day. Show your voting spirit, volunteer to "adopt a polling place". Training is provided on­
site by the Election Office. 

WORK AT THE POLLS ON ELECTION DAY 
Apply to become an Election Worker. Number of workers vary depending on the election. 
Over 1,800 people were needed to serve as election workers at the polls for the 1996 Presidential 
Election. 

BE A FIELD ASSISTANT ON ELECTION DA Y 
Volunteer as a Field Assistant to provide assistance to election workers at an assigned polling 
site on election day. Hours are approximately 4:00 p.m. until the last citizen has voted. 

For information, call the Johnson County Election Office at 782-344l. 

2101 East Kansas City Road, Olathe, KS 66061 
Internet: www.jocoelection.org 

(913) 782-3441 Fax (913) 791-1753 
E-mail: election@jocoelection.org 


