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VOTER REGISTRATION OFFERED 
AT VARIOUS LOCATIONS 
VOTER REGISTRATION I1'OFQR.\IATiON 
2101 E. Kansas City Road 
Olathe, Kan. 66061 
782·3441, Ext. 5 

Johnson County residents Ciln apply for voter reg· 
istri\lion at the county election office, libraries, city 
h"lIs, community college and when obtaining or 
rene ..... ing their driver licenses. Citizens may request 

. registration forms by calling or writing the Johnson 
County Election office. 

All Johnson County residents can now apply for 
advance voter ballots. Applications may be picked 
up at any libr,uy or city hall prior to any election. 

For advance voting in 1996, there are three 
options: advance voting by mail 20 days prior to 
e.1ch election; advance voting in person at the 
Eh.'(tion Office for 20 days prior to each election; and 
\'(ltin~ .,1 the rolls on election d"y. 

Eligible \'ol\'r::; in Kan:-;;ls mu~t l~ IX years \IIJ by 
elLoction day. li\'c in their prL'Cinct 14 days before 
each ekctillll, be US citizens and be r'1)isteroo to 
ville. Hl'gbtr"tillll Tl'm"ins rl'rmanent U111l>:'s rl'!'i­
J\'nls change tllcir n;lmt'S IIr "dJTl'SSL'S. General l'il'C­

tiPIl:-; an' lid.! tlw first TUL'sd,lY after the first 

Monday in No\'ember during even numbered years. 
Primary elections are held the first Tuesday in 
August during even numbered years. City and 
school elections are held the first Tuesday in April 
during odd numbered years. Polls are open from 
7 a.m. to 7 p.m. 

ORGANIZATiON INFORMS' VOTERS' 
" '-, .'" .,.~ ... "I'. i., :;-.• ~~.~.,;.' ;'-

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS _'\ ;. _:" :.r.:. '. 
Bin:h. La~e •..•. ' ....... :- '?~:':~;:~F : ... ~~~_.(,;~~~~~~.t;' 
Prame Village, Kan. 662f17 •... ::~ •• '.:: .~ -:-:-.~" :_ 
648-7384 . : ".;:'/': :: :. ':-.:. :t;::/~t. 
~resi.dent: Marjorie Kirkwooct -,.I.,;~, ~,~, '(.:,'~':":'~ .. ~: 
"'i'(':~~~> ''', -.;.' :,,·<.'.;-":;t;;.::··; .. :(.~,::~-::~~" 

; , The t.eague of Women Voters isa 'politiCal. b~t' '., 
nonPartisan organization of women and riien~The" 
League provides voter service infonnation. stUdies 
issues. develops a'position statement based upon'" 
meOlbt.'rship ellnsensus and then takes :lelion at 
the local, stale anJ Ilationallevel. .. 

E.1ch member is encouraged to partic:ip.lte in the 
party of her or his choice and 10 be politically 
aclh'e. 

"Jlalii .. ;: .Iu·i., 
\"C.~(~ (·oun' i!'li 
il"ltUI'~allt tu 
.Julilison 
t.~uuntinns -
,,·hid. is nh;\' 
lon;.:-Ihu·s c"au 
h(~ ex IU~(~h'd :1 t 
tl .. ~ I.ull ..... 011 

(~It·t·tioll da~·. 

IMPORTANT PHONE NUMBERS 
Drug EnfolTE'ment 
Administration 
Kansas City District Office 

· .............. 23~32S7 

Environmental rrotection 
Ag""J' 
General Information 

.... 551·7000 

Equal Employment 
Opportunity Commission 

· ......•.... _ . .sSl·S6S5 

Federal Bureau of 
lnvestigation 
MOlin Office ..... 691-8200 
Hotline for public 
corruption 
.......••...•. .221-m7 

Federal Emergency 
Management Agency 
Inlonnation .... .2SJ.-7063 

Intern,,1 Revenue Service 
Federal Ta)( Infonnation 
.•...•.•... (800) 829-1040 

US Attomey - Kansas 
· .............. 551-6730 

us Mar~h,,1 - KiinSil$ 
...... 551·6727 

BUfCau of Labor St.lIistics 
Overland Park Di~lrict 

........ 236-3220 

National labor Relations 
Bo,mi 

· .............. 236-3000 

Postal Services 
24·hour infunnation service 

........ 421-5272 
ZIP code information 

· ............. ,842-2800 

Small Business 
Administration 
Regional Office 

• ..•...•...... 0374-6380 

Sodal Security 
Administration 
Overland Park 

· ....•..... (800) m· 1213 -l 

Federal Aviation 
Administration 
Regional Operations Center 

'" m 
en 
c: z 

......•. 426-4600 Z 

Federal Highway 
Administration - Motor 
Vehicle Rccallln'luiriCl'; 
· •....•.... (800) 424-9393 

~ 
'II 
" m 
Jl 
V> 

N"tional Highw"y Traffic 
5.1fl'ty Administration ~ 

...•... 822-7233 g. 
IA'I'ilrlnlCllt Ilf \'\'t\'rOlIi ~ 
AfI.,irs - Iknefil.. iD 
Infonnation and As~islanct' ~ 

... , .426·2210 
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NEWS 

TlMOTIlY P. O'[)O~-;-'1ll. PtEUSP.B. 

GER.'ill IhY, CITY EDITOR 

Ready, set, vote 
II Along with convenience, advanced voting 
also means earlier start to election season 

The election season has hit its normal The de:u:iline for relriSterin2 to vore in 
spring lull, as the bubbub from the the August primary, be it through 
presidential primaries bas subsid~ and adv:mce Yoting or the more com'ention-
the summer sizzle of the national con- al trip to the neighborbood polling 
ventiorlS and runoff primaries is still place, is July 22, The deaclline for filing , 
months away. to run for office, by the way: is June 10: 

But this election ye:rr promises to be 'Fo~'lh~se rome~ybat sguerish about 
"ery differen~ thanks not only to the' casting iheir vO,tes days or even weeks 
large tUrnover in officehOlders at all, ,before Election Dav, be advised that the 
levels, but also a major cbange in" ' '. actU3J counting will not begin until ' 
Kansas 'voting law:', ',: ,'" ' , Electiori Day.~ Though it Mn't moke 

'Beginning this Ye3!;'~as voters. . state election offices any less hectic 
will bave the opportunity to complete ': after'the polls close, election officials 
and cast their ballots for 21 days prior' "expect the added convenience will 
to Election Day. This method, known, ' enhance voter tUrnout (mailout?) and 
as advance voting, will be in ~e start-. . thus enhance the entire election' 
ing with ihe Aug. 6 priniary. 'process.' 
. Voters vrishing to use the new . Still. it Vwill take some genlng used to. 
method can apply for an advance ballot, No standing in long lines at the polling 
by calling the Iohnson County Election 'place. No pressure to complete the b:!l-
Office, 782-3441, orean pick up appli- lot quickly to moke room in the booth 
cations at any City Hall or public for the next voter. The kitchen table or 
library in the county. Also, Inte!Det the favorite eaSy chair CJll now be the . 
users ean find advance voting applica; I1in 
tionS on the eleciion office's home' po g place. ' 
. h - ~dress ",. \\'here do we sign up? page, w ose au 

joc""lei:tion.org. . " ,'- Laird M,cGregor 
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Advance Voting is Here 
.v'stem illfellt/ed to elld/oug lilies nt polls durillg electiolls 
fly Ilea \'/lbon 
SUI! CorresponJell1 

If you wout lu nvoid 5tanuiug in line Aug. 6, 
Elet;tion Commissioner Cunnie Sduuidt has a new 
11[all for yuu. 

It's called au\'(lUcc votlll~, introduccu ill Kausas 
c:lrlicr this ycar fUI'UIIUlicillal elcctiuns. 

/1.11 rc~istercu voters al'e eligible for auvallce 
"otiug. The~' dOll't nceu to be out·of-town on elec­
tion d:1Y or ill or otherwisc unable to get to the 
polts. 

"Peoplc still think they 1I,l\'e to have ilIl excuse. 
They think that thcy arc not eligible," Schmidt 
said. 

As of July 2, only 3,332 Ileople out of a possible 
152:107 rcgistel'cli HCIJublicans nnu DeUlucl'ats 
had applied for nuvauce ,"oling !Jalluts for the Au(:. 
61lrilllal'Y, Schmidt said. 

"1'11\ n linle disappointed !lOW, but we expect to 
receh'e 1II0re," Schmidt said. 

MallY peoille nre uniformed about advance 
\'oting, but candidates, cities ond even employers 
in the county arc getting Ule word out and making 
applications availa!Jle, Schmidt said. 

Schmidt's oflice will know by mid·afternoon 011 
the Monday before the election how many people 
,"uted in advance. This will help them eslim.llte 
how busy the polls will be Ule next d:lY. 

In the past dec.llde, voter turnout has \'aried 
widely ill the !\URU$! IJrim:Jries from 0. low of 18 
percent in 1988 tu'lO pcrcent ill 1992. 

Only Hel'uLJlicalls alHl Democl'ots CUll vote III 
the pl'lIi1nry. As of Jul}' 2, 152,407 people were eli­
gible, or a!Jout 67 pel'cent of the registered voters. 

In her first year as election commissioner, 
Schmidt Is moking no predictions on VoleI' turnuut 
or how I110IlY people will take advantage of ad­
vance ,"oting. 

"Afler November we will be able to 811al},ze It 
thclI," Scllmidt said. 

llere's how OU\'ulIce voting works: 
1. Dc sure you arc I'egistcred to vote. Registra' 

tiOIl closes Jul}' 22. 
2. Pick up all advallce voting application. These 

nrc ovoila!Jle at the election office, city halls, pub­
lic libraries, voter registration sites, on the in· 
teruet - or 011 Page 15 of this guide. The Election 
Office's hOllle pane is htlp:llwww.jucoelectioll.ont. 

Run off copies of this Dpplicotlon. Voters must 
submit 0 scparate otJlllicatloll for the November 
general election. 

Moil Ule application to the election office, 2101 
E. Kansas City Rood, OloUle, KS 66061. The forms 
cannot be faxed. 

The deadline fur al1lJlying for all nd\'ance votillg 
!Jallot for the August primary is AOK. 2. 

J. Stnrtiug 20 duys bcfore the election - July 
17 fur this "rimnry - the election uffice will start 
mailing out ballots. 

Helnx, ponder the Issues ond candidates and 
then ,"ote In Ule comfort of your OIVIl home or of­
fice. 

4. Return UIC \'oled !Jallot by mail or ill person 
to the election office before 7 p.m. 011 election doy. 

In partnership with the Shawnee Mission School 
Dlstnct, the election omce is offering advance 
Draille ballots for visually impaired voters. 

Cuntnct the election officc at 782-3441 to re· 
quest un al'l)licaliuu ful' 0. Draille advance voliug 
lwllot. 

Also lIew this yeur Is a wuy to vote in advance In 
l)ersoll at the cicctiull uCfice. No OlllJlication is 
needed. 

The election office will be OIlCII July 17 frum 8 

On The Cover ... 

TiliNG OF TilE PAST? - Lines like this one duro 
ing the 1992 presidential election may be a thing or 
the past under Advance Voting. 

Wanl 10 lake part In Mvance Voting? Jusl till 
oul the application on Page 15 01 litis uul~e. 

a.Ul. to 9 p.m. Monday through Friday and 9 a.lIl. to 
5 p.m. Sotul"dnys. 

The election office Is located at 2101 E. K:ltls:lS 
City Road, Olathe. Just lake Ule 119th exit off 1·35. 
On Ule west side of the bridge t.llke the exit ramp 
to Kansas City road and head souUl\vest toward 
Olathe. The election office is on Ule east side of the 
road. . 

For the primary, voles can be CDSt at the elec· 
tion office through noon Aug~ S. 

The tilird wny to vote is at the polls (l'om 7 a.lll. 
to 7 p.m. Aug. 6, 

At Ule polis, voters will be asked to siliEn their 
name and tile II receive a slip of paper allowing 
Ulem to enter the voting booth. 

Visually Impaired voters may request 0 magni­
fier at the polls to help rend the candidate lists in 
tile electronic voting booth. One lens will be avail· 
able nt each polling plnce. 

If voters have chonged Ilnmes or lJIoved within 
the coulity since they Inst voted they call fill out 
registration cords at the polls on election dar and 
still vote. . 

Voters unaffiliated with a political partr can 
also declare as n Republican or Demucrnt at the 
polls and \'ote in thc primary. 

Dut, vuter! cannot switch porties at the polls. 
That lIIUSt be dune by re-registering beCore Ule 
!Jouks close July 22. 

To help with inrormed decisiolls. the election of· 
fice for Ule first time Is offering biographical in­
formation about the calldidntes Ulrough UJe in­
ternet. 

"We arc Ule first In the state to have this kind of 
i.llformatioll," Schmidt said. 

All candidates are listed and those who COIU· 
pleted and returned on Infonnallon (orm can be 
nccessed through the election office's home page. 

The date Includes personal information, proCes­
slollal and \JUlillcal experience and memberships 
III urgauiznuuus. MOllY lIIc1ude llilhotograllh. 

"You COli sec what they look like and see what 
they've done," Schmidt said. 

SOllle caudhlotes have linked their own home 
pages with lhc election office. 

The cover art UII this Vuter's Guide WBS dcsicned by 1'lcllh}' Huynh, a student at Shawnee 
Missiun Northwest HiCh School. 

Huynh submitted one of 87 designs entercd in the auvance votcr poster contest sponsored 
!Jy the election uffice, 
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10 JOHNSON COUNT\' 

Advance voting to help shrink lines at polling ,places 
Continued from C·1 

or dropped off at the ekction of­
lice, That's not much different from 
abs.:ntee voting, which advance 
"millg: replaced, 

Alr.:::tdy, 4,061 persons ha\'e ap­
plied by mail and soon will recei\'e 
:m advance paper ballot, As of 
\\"edll~sd::t\·, the county had 
'1'17.'177 n:gistered voters, the most 
in ils history. 

Political velerans predict that ad­
vance votin2 will boost voter 
turnout and-force candidates to 
Ixgin c::lmpaigning earlier. 

.. It·s going to change a lot of 
people's thinking: on voting," said 
slate Rep. Rich Becker, a Lene"a 
Repllblic:tn who wrole a book on 
politic.!1 campaigning. 

Becker said advance voting "is 
the most significant ch:lOge in elec­
tion procedure that I can remem­
ber." 

In tht= 1992 presidential election, 
many Johnson County residents 
wait.:d in line at polling places for 
more than Ihree hours. At one 
Merriam precinct, 250 people were 
in line when the polls closed at 7 
p.m. Many gave up in frustration. 
Angry vOlers demand.:d aClion. 

They gal it. 
The county and stnte have taken' 

sev.:ral steps to cut the W'Jit at 
polling places: 

II Four years ago, Johnson 
County used 700 electronic voting 
machines, but it had to hold back 

3j to cOUn! absentee vot.:s. 
Since then. the count\" has added 

160 voting machines' at 55.300 
each. And those 33 vOling ma­
chines won't Ix hdd back: a new 
opdcal scanning system will read 
and tabulale ad\':lnce paper ballots. 

• The number of precinclS has 
b<!~n expJ.nd~d irom ~44 to 318, 
me<lning I~\\"er \'Olers at each 
polling plnce. 

• And the Kansns Legislature 
approved advance voting in 1995, 

In 1992, avoiding long lines was­
n't an option. This yenr it is. 

..It's your choice," snid Connie 
Schmi~t,. Johnson County eleclion 
conumSSloner, 

Advance votimz has cau{!ht on in 
other states. In Colorndo, -13.5 per­
cent of the 1992 vOle was cast 
earlv. In some taree counties Ihere. 
it aCcounted for::ls much as 25 per· 
cent of the vote. 

Early voting rnilde up on.:-Ihird 
of the vote in many large Te:\ils 
counties fom YC:Jrs ago and up 10 
50 percent in a few other countu:s. 

Other slates that anow early vot­
ine are Arizona, Iowa, Nevada. 
Okl::lhoma and Tennessee. 

Missouri has an absentee voting 
system, in which a voter must state 
a re::lson - either illness or being 
out of slate - ror voting enrly. 

Johnson Countyeh.."Ction officials 
don't know how many people will 
vote early. The advance lurnoul is 
expected to be light for the primary 

A user's guide to advance voting in Kansas 
Advance voting allows a Arter receiving the >Ipplica-

Kansans to cst ballots 20 days tion, the election ollice will mail 
before an election, That period a ballot to Iht! voter within 48 
begins tod<lY for the Aug. 6 pri. hour.\.. 
mary election. Here is il short .• ;\f:liled b<lllots must be rc-
guidt! to odvance voting: turned to the cI~clion oOkes by 

mail or in person hefore 7 p.m. 
Voting by mail. on election d>lY. Ballots n:ccived 

• An application must be sub-. after that won't be counted, 
milled for each election. Forms II Those who forget to return 
in Johnson County are available their mailed ballots should take 
at city halls, librnries and voler them to the polls on election day 
registration siles, as well es on to show poll workers. This is 
the Internet at http://w\\w,joco- proof they an: not trying to ~ole 
election.org .. , In Wyandotte. twice. Officials said it must be the 
County, they cn be' obtained <1t' ballot mailed to you and not 10 
.the election office, the county: someone else. 
courthouse '·nnd the Bonner 
Springs City Hall. Voters also 
can request <1n application by . 
calling the election office: ill 
Johnson County, 782-3441; in 
Wyandotte County, 334·141<1. 

election but could be heavy for the 
fall presidential dection. 

"This yenr we're planning ror the 
unknown," Schmidt said. 

How will she keep someone from 
vOling twice? 

Schmidt' said computers will 
record the nllme of ellch rel!iSler~d 
voter requesting an <1dvanceballot. 
At Ihe polls, an "A" ..... iII appear 

Voting in person 
• Johnson County starts 

today. Wyandotte County begins 
July 30. 

• An applkation isn't ncces-

arter the name of Iho~ voters and 
tell poll workers who voted t=arly. 

Persons with an "A" after Iheir 
names who Iry 10 vote at the polls 
will be allo .... 'CJ to vote a chalklll!ed 
b<lllot only. That ballol won't-bt= 
counted if election workers find 
later that the vot~r h,1l1 returned 
the mail ballot and was lltt~mpting 
to vote twice. 

sary for someone 10 vote: in per­
son, but the: voter must be: re!!is-
teredo -

II Thl! Johnson Count\' eke, 
tion office will be open I~)r atl­
vance voling from 8 ,1.111. to <) 
p.m. r-..lnllday thrnll!;!h Friday 
anti from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Sat­
urday. The office is al 210 I E . 
Kansas City Road, Obi he. 

II The Wyandotte County el<!c­
tion offiCI! will be open for ad· 
vance \'oting rrom 8:30 a.m. until 

. 5 p.m. July 30 through Aug. '1 
and from 8:30 a.m. until noon 
Aug. 5. The ollice is at 9.JOQ State 
Ave., Kansas City, Kan. 

a Stntewide, voting in person 
will end OIl noon Aug. 5, Ihe dav 
befon: the e"--ction. ' 

II The pIlUS will be open in 
both cotll1lies on election dny 
from 7 a.m. to 7 pm. 

&:hmidt said thost! ..... ho fim!ot 10 
mail their ad\"..lllct= ballots silOuld 
bring them 10 tht= polls to prove 
they didn't vote early. 

Campaign ollicials ar~n't surt= 
what to e:qJ<.'ct from advance vot· 
ing either, but they art=n'l taking 
<Iny ch:lIlces. 

t-.I<lny candidates began their aCt 
tive camp:Jigns abollt thre~ wed;.s 

~':lfli.:r than m/)~t d~clion \·<!:.lr~. 
Candidat.:s t~)r Congress h;l\'C in­
cluded advance vOIing as pam of 
their str:lIegies.. 

"It'~ a major part of our p!;Jn:' 
said Tim Danno:b.:rg, mana~o!r liJr 
Ed Eilert's campaign in the 3rd 
Con!!ressional District. "Ad\·anc.: 
\'oti!l!! hclps u~. Th.: more pcopl.: 
who tllrn Ollt. the beller Ed Juo!s:' 

Dann.:b.:rg said Eilert started 
rllnnin!! telc\'ision ads last \\ed:. 
He said that without ad\':lnce \'ot, 
ing. the campaign might ha\c wait· 
ed until later in the month to air 
Iho~ ads. 

Vince Snowbarger. Eilert's main 
ri\'al for th~ GOP nomination Allg. 
6. is handing 0111 ad\'anc~ \'oting 
applications when hc m ... elS voters. 

Kevin Yowell. Snowb:Jr!!er's 
campaign m,Jnager, said the size of 
the i.Idvam::e VOl.: will he lin\.:(d It) 
the dfoJrt made bv ci.lndiJiJt.:s 
rmha than to any change \'olcr~ 
made nn their own. 
"M\J~t peop!.: don't know \\ h:lI it 

is." he said. 

Schmidt said her onice was mak· 
ing il big etTort 10 educate \"Olers. 

Tht= election office has put ::Id· 
\~J.nct= Valin!! information on its In· 
lernet home page at hup:/Iwww.jo. 
cod~ction.org:. Information alse 
has been included in city newsl.:t­
ters :!Od wa~ includ~d in apprais,l~ 
notic~s mailed to homeowners at 
the end of February. 



4,000 ballots go out 
to county residents as 
advance voting begins 
By Rea Wilson 
Sun Correspondent 

. Advance voting gets under way to­
day, giving Kansas voters for the first 
time three ways to cast their ballots. 

"We are going to have election day 
every day for the next 21 days;" said 
Election Commissioner Connie 
Schmidt. 

Starting today, ballots will be mail­
ed to more than 4,000 registered vo­
ters who previously submitted ap­
plications. Voters may continue to 
apply for ballots through Aug. 2. 

Also today, voters can go to the 
election office in Olathe to cast 
ballots in person. In person advance 
voting continues through noon Aug. 5. 

The third way to vote is at the polls 
from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. Aug. 6. 

Everyone who is registered to vote 
is eligible to vote in advance, Schmidt 
said. No excuses are required to cast 
ballots before election day, she said. 

Persons. who are already. on the 
election rolls as having a permanent 
disability do not have to reapply for a 
mailed ballot. 

To vote in the primary, residents 
must be registered to vote by July 22. 

As of Monday, the election office 
had received 4,061 applications for 
mailed ballots. After an application 
form was printed in Th~ Sun Voter's 
Guide last Friday, nearly 500-applica­
dons arrived in Monday's mail and 
more were in the mall Tuesday. 

Applications for advance voting by 

mail are also available at libraries, ci­
ty halls, voter registration sites, the 
election office and on the Internet. 
Voters can also call the election of­
fice at 782-3441 to request an ap­
plication. 

Visually impaired voters can re­
quest a Braille mailed ballot by con­
tacting the election office. 

Applications should be mailed to 
the Johnson County Election Office, 

. 2101 E. Kansas City Road, Olathe, KS 
66061. 

No application is needed to vote in 
person. To reach the election office, 
take 1-35 to the 119th Street exit and 
head west. Immediately west of the 
overpass over the interstate turn 
right on a ramp to Kansas City Road. 
Turn right again on Kansas City Road 
and head southwest. The election of­
fice is on the east side of the road. 

The election office will be open 
from 8 a.m. to 9 p.m. Monday through 
Friday and 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Saturday 
from nOWUhtil theelettibn. 

. When voters go to the election of­
fice to vote in advance in person they 
will fill out a short form and then re­
ceive a paper ballot printed by a 
computer. 

For the primary election, voters 
must be affiliated with either the 
Republican or Democratic parties. 
Voters cannot switch parties without 
re-registering, but independent vo­
ters can declare an affiliation when 
they vote. 
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No excuses 
1m Advance voting begins today, eliminating 
yet another reason not to get in on process 

In case you missed it, the polls 
opened today across Kansas for the 
Aug. 6 prim:lr)' election, 

Confused? 
A recent chanQe in SL3te law has 

brouQht advance-votinQ to Kansas, and 
the concept is in use for the first time 
during this primary season. Advance 
voting not onl)' pro\'ides voters an 
opporrunity to get a head SUll1 on par-

. ticipating in elections, but also allows 
them to make their selections in the pri­
Y;lCV of their own homes: at the kitchen 

. tabie, in the easy choir in from of the 
television, wherever. \Vhen the ballot is 
complete, the voter then can simply 
drop it in the mail. 

It sounds simple, and it is. And it 
eliminates vet onother excuse, albeit a 
rather weak one. for not participating in 
the political process: With advance vot­
ing. you needn"t worry about waiting in 
long lines to cast your ballot. 

The process, in case you weren't 
aware or ha\'e simply forgonen. is just 
this: Registered voters can pick up 

applications for advance voting at any 
city hall, public library or voter regis­
tration site in L~e county, as well as at 
the Johnson County Election Cornrnjs­
sion Office in Olathe and, for net 
surfers, on the World Wide Web at 
hnp://\\1\'w.jocoelection.org; when 
your ballot comes in the mail, fill it out 
at vour leisure, thoum it must be turned 
in by 7 p.m. on Aug~ 6. Advance yoting 
may also be done in person at the elec­
tion commission office, thoum the 
deadline is nOOn on Aug. 5. -

And if)'ou don't happen to be regis­
tered to vote in the Aug. 6 prim2l}'. you 
may still do so through ' ... londay. You 
can register m • .BY city hall or public 
library, or call the election commission 
office, 782-3~ I, for additional regis­
tration sites and information, 

It's hard to imaQine how anyone 
could have ever considered voting a 
difficult proposition, and now it's even 
e3.Sier. 

No excuses. Register and vote. 
- Laird lI1acG regor 
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Primary election begins today 

Mark LeUlIlgwelVThe Qatt N..-.n 

The Johnson County Election Commission has set aside a room at 
its Olathe office for voters who wish to use advance voting in the 
Aug. 6 primary. . 

Advance voting makes 
its debut across Kansas 

. Gerald l-I::Jv 
Cty Editor . 

Advance voting has come to Johnson Coun­
ty. beginning I(xby. 

Voters now have three ways to cast ballots in 
the upcoming Aug. 6 primary election: they 
can vote in advance by mail; they can wajl until 
primary "election day to do their voting with the 
possibility of wailing in line at the voting sites; 
or. they can t..,kc ndv:lnlagc of the newc~t way 
to vote by going to the Johnson County Elec­
tion Office. 2101 E. Kansas City Road. and 
vote advance in person. 

"The mes$b.gc is that it's their choice." Coun­
ty Election COllurussioncr Connie Schm.idt said 
Tuesday. 

The Aug. 6 primary election is the first time 
for odv:mcc voting in person iil Johnson Coun­
ty. The Kons:tS Legislature approved a bill that 
becrune effective July 1. 1995. to expand voting 
places and ways to register to vote. The state 
action crune on the heels of the Notional Voter 
Registration Act established by Congress in 
1993. 

Th'o of the voting options - advance voting 
by mail or in person - become available today. 
which is 20 days prior 10 the primary election 
day. 

Both methods require completion of an 
application for advance voting. Applications 
are available at the election office. city halls. 

public libraries and at other voter rcgislr.nion 
sites. 

A separate application must be completed for 
each election. . 

Ballots receivcd throu!!h the m:lil must be 
returned 10 the election omce. either by mail or 
in person. before 7 p.m. election day. .. 

Voters wanting [0 use advance voting in per-' 
son can do so only at the election office. which 
has expanded itS hours lO bcncr accornmod:lIc 
the schedules of voters. The office will be open 
from 8 a.m. 10 9 p.m. Moncby lhrou£.h Friday 
and from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Saturday until elec­
tion day when the polls open at 7 :l.m. and 
c105.e at 7 p.m. 

The deJ.dline for voting in person at the ekc­
tion office is noon Aug. 5. 
II See ADVANCE, Page 2A 
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Early voting gets 
warm welcome 
Kansas officials are 
pleased with amount 
of advance ballots. 
By nM SULLINGER 
SUfi Wrlt~r 

The numbers are in. and ad· 
vance vOling looks like a hit in 
}(aW3S. . 

"With little to no m:uhting (or 
we've had ovcr 
cast ballots in 
Friday," K.ms.as 

Roo Thorn· 

burgh s..1id Monday. 
Th.u's ur SO ~rcent from the 

number 0 absentee ballots cast 
in the primary deedoD two years 
ago, he said. . 

"It's doing what it v .. as intended 
to do, and that is increase voter 
turnoul,"ThombUf!:h said. 

Sedg'>\ick County mailed more 
Ihan 4,000 ad,'ance ballots and 
Shawnee Couoty 3,500. But the 
biggest advance "oling effort can 
be found in Johnson County, 
where it appc:us th:u more than 

See ADVANCE, 8-8, Col. 1 

Advance balloting in Kansas exceeds expectations 
Continued from 8·' 

10.000 VOles were placed in ad­
vance. 

Depending on today's tUrDout, 
Election Commissioner CODnie 
Schmidt said, advance voting 
could account for 16 percent to 21 
percl!:ot of the total vote. 

Schmidt is predicting a 40 per­
cent ovcrall turnout for today's 
election. a high percentage for a 
primary election in JOhnSOD Coun-

ty. Ir that 1evc1 is achievcd, 61.691 
registered Republicans and De­
rnocrnts will h::l\'e voted by the time 
the polls close at 7 p.m. today. 

Advance voting began July 17. 
More than 13,000 voters applied 
for advance ballots, Schmidt said. 

Of the lD,ooo advance votes re­
ceived, about 2.500 people voted in 
person at the election commission 
office in Olathe. 

"This exceeds my expectation for 
the primary," Schmidt said. "I have 

a feeling we'll meet my 50 percent 
projection" for the Nov. 5 general 
election. 

ThiS is Kansas' first statewide 
election with advance voting. 
Seven other slates have advance 
voting. Missouri does not. 

Advance voting is a more libcral 
form of the state's old absentee 
voting system. To vote absentee. a 
voter had to either be ill or out of 
the area on eleclion day, With ad· 
vance voting. no excuse is needed. 

The largest absentee vote ever 
recorded in Johnson County was 
12.800 in the 1992 presidential 
dection. Schmidt said, In that elec­
tion, S8 percent of all registered 
\'oters cast ballots.. 

Election omcials in Wyandotte 
and Leavenworth counties said ad­
v;mce voting was exceeding the 
amount of absentee voting in pre­
vious elections but was short of 
Johnson County's percentage. 

In Wyandotte Count)', advance 

voting could account for 5 percent 
to 10 percent of the total vote if 
the turnout is 40 percent. 

The county had 1.989 requests 
for advance ballots.. Election offi· 
cials expected the actual number of 
advance votes to reach 1,000 by the 
cnd of Monday, 

Area eiection officials say some 
people who received an advance 
baUot may have forgotten to mail it 
back. Schmidt said those people 
have until 7 p,m. today to set them 

to her office. 
They still could ,'ote at their 

usual polling place, but Schmidt 
said they should bring their unused 
advance ballot with them, 

Voters who requested an ad,'ance 
ballot will havc an "A" after their 
name on Ihe precinct voler rolls.. If 
they Ir}' to ,'OIC OIl the polls. the}' 
will get a "provisional" paper bal­
lot. But if those voters can pro­
duce their unused nd,'ance ballot, 
they will be allowed to vale. 
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Advance voting is·a great innovation 
II 
PERSONAL 
VIEW 

Jack 
Lovelace 
Editor 

Advance voting was a 
pleasure. 

I sent in the [arm 1h3t r3n in 
The Sun Voter's Guide earlier' 
this'month requesting 3 ballot. A 

ballot came a day after the 
voting period began. 

It was nice' to sit down and 
mull candidates over without 
having to stand in line, or stand 
behind a curtain with a time 
limit trying to make decisions. 

You can vote in some r3ces. 
Do some research and vote in 
more. Think over an undecided 
race [or a while and then come 
back to it. What a nice way to 
vote. 

Not everybody agrees. One 
voter· wrote The Sun to tell 
about how much they bate ad­
vance voting. An interesting 
sidelight to 3dvance voting is, as 

the writer put it, "the. elec­
tioneering doesn't stop and I 
feel left out." 

It does feel strange to see and 
hear and rcad the ads and eet 
the literature after it's too late 
to have any effect. 

But as advance voting catches 
on we'll see more and more ear­
ly campaigning. 

As for the fe3rs expressed by 
one person of ch3nging their 
mind after they've already 
voted, I see it just the opposite. I 
like the idea of not being able to 
do anything about last minute 
slurs and sl<lms th<lt <llways 
come in the fevered final days in 
some races. If enough of us ad-

vance vote, maybe they'll even 
c<lim down in the homestretch. 

November will bring a huge 
turnout in Johnson County. 
Without advance voting the 
lines would be even longer than 
four years ago when the last 
presidential election had people 
in line for hours, orderine out. 
for pizza in some cases. 

It's nice to know that I can 
avoid all of that with great ease 
in November, and forevermore. 

I believe I have visited my 
last po1ling pl<lcc. 

AdVance voting will 
fine until I can do it on the 
computer. 
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Over 20,000 
apply to vote 
in advance 
By Rea Wilson 
Sun Correspondent 

Applications for mail ballots 
are flowing in by the hundreds 
to the Johnson County Election 
Office. 

More than 21,000 applications 
have been received, .and hun­
dreds more arrive in the mail 
daily, said Election Commis­
sioner Connie Schmidt. 

"They are coming in quickly," 
she said. 

Schmidt and her staff have 
delivered applications for ad­
vance voting ballots to every 
apartment complex in the COun­
ty and have also targeted the top 
40 employers, Schmidt said. 

"We are promoting advance 
voting as much as we can,.' she 
said. 

Schmidt predicted that 50,000 
to 60,000 people in Johnson 
County would vote in advance 
. next month, or about 25 perce! 
of the registered voters. 

In the August primary abol 
12,000 people voted in advanc, 
the largest number in the state. 

Schmidt hoped advanc 
voting would eliminate Ion 
lines at polling places. In th 
1992 presidential election yea, 
vo~ers in several precinct. 
wa,ted hours to cast ballots. . 

Schmidt has targeted thl 
largest precincts where marl 
than 1,000 people are registerec 
to vote. Overland Park has 18 
Olathe has nine; Shawnee ha: 
four; Leawood has two' ane 
Prairie Village, Lenexa' Mis 
sian, Gardner, Lexingto~ an{ 
Oxford townships each have 
one. 

On the Monday before the 
election, Schmidt will know how 
many people in each of these 
large precincts are voting in ad-

vance. 
If the numbers are not great, 

she plans to send portable 
voting booths with paper ballots 
to those sites to handle the 
crowds. 

Advance voting became law 
in Kansas this year. It replaces 
absentee balloting. No excuses 
are required to vote in advance, 
Schmidt said. 

Voters have two choices on 
advance voting. They can vote 
by mail or in person, starting 20 
days before the election. 

Starting Wednesday, Oct. 16, 
the election office will be open 
from 8 a.m. to 9 p.m. Monday 
through Friday and 9 a.m. to 5 
p.m. Saturday for people who 
want to vote in advance in per­
son. No application is needed. 
Walk-in voting will cut off at 
noon Nov. 4, the Monday before 
the election. 

The election office is located 
at 2101 E. Kansas City Road, 
just south of 119th Street on the 
west side of 1-35. 

Also starting Oct. 16, the elec­
tion office will begin mailing 
ballots to people who have ap­
plied. 

Applications for mail ballOts 
can be made until the Friday be­
fore the Nov. 5 election. Ap­
·plications are available at reg!.<­
tration sites, city halls, puOlic 
libraries and through the alec­
tion office. Or call 782-3441 or 
use the Internet home page .at 
http://www.jocoelection.org. 

All mail ballots must be 
returned to the election office 
by 7 p.m. Nov. 5. 

. On Election Day, the pqlls 
will open at 6 a.m. and remilin 
open until 7 p.m. People in line 
at 7 p.m. will be allowed to vote. 
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Early voters 
can avoid 
a long line 
Steve Porter 
OO!.ily News Repor:er 

If you were omnged four years 
ago at having to wait in line up to 
four hours to cast your ballot in 
Johnson County. you may only 
have yourself to blame if it hap­
pens again this year. 

Those clogged polling ploces 
during the 1992 general election. 
and the frustration that they 
caused. has prompted the Kansas 
Legislature to allow for advanced 
vot\ng 20 days prior to election 
day, This will be the first presiden­
tial election that advance voting 
,,:ili be implemented. 

Johnson County Election Com­
missioner Connie SchlT'jdt hopes 
advance voting. which begins 
Wednesday. will take pressure off 
precinct polling places Nov. 5. So 
far. it appears as though voters are 
willing to cooperate. In Johnson 
County alone, some 22,751 
requests for advance ballots have 
come in by Monday, she soid. 

"Anything you can do to pro­
mote advance voting al1eviates 
long lines on election day," 
Schmidt soid. If the turnout of vot­
ers is anything like the 85 percent 
typical for presidential elections, 
voting ahead of the herd could pre­
vent a lot of frustration, even with 
a record number of registered vot­
ers ready to cast ballots. 

As of fvlonday, 240,041 people 
have registered to vote in Johnson 
County. the most registered voters 
in any Kansas county. In Novem­
ber 1992, some 197,265 voters 
were registered. Voter registration 
deadline for the Nov. 5 general 
election is next Monday, Oct. 21. 

"If they wait until after 5 p.m. 
on election dav to \"ote. chances 
are thev will ha~'e to stand in line:' 
Schmidt said. ";-"Iost people vote 
between 5 and 7. after thev get off 
work." . -

While there will be 55 more vot­
ing places. 147 more voting 
machines and dozens of more poll 
workers this year than four years 
ago. Schmidt doesn't think that the 
added machines and polling places 
alone would soh'e the crush late 
on election day. 

For those ,';ho want to cast their 
ballots now and relax on election 
day. it is a simple process. First. 
you must be a r'egistered voter. 
although you may register anytime 
up until Oct. 21 and vote in 
ad,'ance at the same time if you 
wish. 

Advance voters must request a 
ballot. either in person. by mail or 
by fax at http://www.jocoelec­
tion.org. You can call the Johnson 
County Election Commission 
ofiice at 782-3441 and ask that an 
advance ballot request form be 
sent out by mail or facsimile. but 
you must return that application 
either in person or by mail with 
your signature to receive an offi­
cial ballot. You can only request 
an advance ballot for yourself. 

You may obtain advance ballot 
applications or register to' vote at 
city halls. public libraries. Multi­
ser,ice centers. the Johnson Coun-

ty Clerk's office. the Northeast 
Office or the Johnson Countv 
Election Commission office ;t 
2101 E. Kansas City Road. The 
Election Office will be open from 
8 a.m. until 9 p.m. weekdays and 9 

.a.m. to 5 p.m. Saturdays up until 
the' day before election day. 

When you how receil'ed your 
advance ballot. you can vote at 
your leisure. Be sure to si2:n the 
outside envelope and either mail it 
back to the Election Commission 
office or return it in person no later 
than 7 p.m. on election day. 

Ad"ance voters also can cast 
their ballots at the Johnson County 
Election Commission office at 'the 
same time they request the ballot. 

Johnson County voters already 
have tested the advance voting 

, feature this year. Of the 228,956 
registered to vote in the primary, 
72,571 cast ballots. Some 12.662 
advance ballots were requested for 
the primaty election. 

Schmidt said that, for those who 
still don't want to cast advance 
ballots, polls will open an hour 
earlier for the presidential election 
only. Polls open at 6 a.m. and 
close at 7 p.m. Nov. 5. 



Taking the Pain out of November 
County looks to advance voting to preve1lt repeat of'92 election's long lines 
By Rea Wilson 
Sun CorrespondCIII 

Under the shadow of long voting lines in the 
1992 presidential' election, Johnson 'County Elec­
tion Commissioner Connie Schmidt is working 
hard to take the pain out of voting this November. 

"We are trying to take as much of the trauma 
away from Election Day as possible," Schmidt 
said. 

To this end. Schmidt has battle plans in place to 
help eliminate the long .... oting lines by encourag­
ing advance voting and to accommodate precincts 
where more than 1,000 people are registered to 
vote. . 

Johnson County votcrs can choose one of three 
ways to vote this year. They cnn vote by mail 
ballot. vote in advance in person at the Election 
Orricc, or they can go to the polls between 6 a.m. 
and7p.m.Nov.S. 

Based on past presidential contests, Schmidt 
expects at least 85 percent of the registered \'oters 
to cast ballots this year. 

"Right now that would be 210,000 people. It's a 
major event," Schmidt said. 

In 1992, 88.5 percent of the voters turned out, 
some waiting hours tocnst their ballots. 

If you stand in line to vote this year, it's your 
choice, Schmidt said. 

Schmidt encournged Johnson County voters to 
avoid the lines this year by taking advantage of 
Ild\'ance voting. 

"We are promoting advance voting tiS much as 
we can," Schmidt said. 

Ballots will start going in the mail today. Also 
starting today, voters can go in person to the Elec· 
tion Office, 2101 E. Kansas City Road, Olathe, to 
cast their ballots Monday through Friday, 8 a,m. to 
9 p.m, and on Saturday, 9 B.m. to 5 p.m. 

As of Oct, 7, more than 20,000 people had al· 
ready applied for advance voting ballots. The 
deadline to apply for a ballot is the Frida)' before 
the election. 

In the August primary, about 12,000 people 
chose to usc advance voting, the largest number in 
any Kansas county. . 

All registered voters are eligible for ad\'ance 
voting, They do not need an excuse as in the past, 
such as being out of town on election day or ill or 
otherwise unable to get to the pails. 

Here's how to vote in ad\'D.nce. 
1. Make sure you are registered to vote, Regis, 

tration closes Oct, 21. You may register to vote if 
you are a U.S. citizen, a Kansas resident and at 
least 18 years old. 

Registration forms are available at city hails, 
public libraries, high schools, and other sites 
throughout the county. 

You may also request forms to register by mail 
by calling the Election Office, 782·3441, or 
through the Election Office home page, http:// 
www,jocoelection.arg. 

2. Pick up an advance voting application. There 
is a copy of the application in this Voter's Guide. 
Cut it out and copy it for other family members, 
friends and co-workers. Applications are also 
available at the election office, city halls, public 
libraries, voter registration sites and on the In· 

On 
The 
Cover 

The artwork on 
the cover of today's 
Voters Guide was 
created by Aaron 
Fruehling, Merriam, 
a senior at Shawnee 
Mission North High 
School. 

NOT SO CROWOED THIS TIME - P,opl, wer,n', ex.ctly usin9 voling 
booths three at a time In 1992 (though a law moms did taka In their kids). but 
thera ware a number of long Unes In tho last presidential elecUon In Johnson 
County, and the Election OHice is promoting Advance Voting as a way to COol! the 
long lines down this November. 

Aaron was the 
second·place winner 
in the poster contest 
sponsored by the 
Johnson County 
Election Office. 

He received a 
5200 prize. 

terne!. 
If you voted in advance in August, you still must 

submit a separate application for Ule NO\'ember 
election, Schmidt said. 

Mail the application to the election office, 2101 
E. Kansas City Road, Olathe, KS 66061. The fonns 
cannot be faxed. State law requires the election 
commission to have your original signJture on the 
application. 

In partnership with the Shawnee Mission School 
District, the election office is offering advance 
Braille ballots for \;sually impaired .... oters. . 

Contact the election office to request an applica. 
tion for a Braille mail ballot. 

3. Starting 20 days before the election - Oct. 
16 for this election - the election office will start 
mniling out ballots. 

4. The ballots must be returned to the election 
office by 7 p.m. Nov. 5 to be counted. 

S. No application is needed to vote in advance 
in person at the election office. 

To reach the election office, take the 119th 
Street exit ofC 1-35. On the west side of the bridge, 
take the exit ramp to Kansas City Road and head 
south ..... est toward Olathe. The election office is on 
the east side of the road. 

Ballots can be CJst at the election office through 
noon Nov. 4. 

The traditional way to vote will be at the poUs. 
Schmidt has plans in place to deal with long lines 
should they develop, 

First, polls will be open an hour earlier than in 
the past. Voters can cast ballots starting at 6 a.m. 
The doors to the poHing places will close at 7 p.m., 
but voters alreadr in line will be allowed to vote 
after that time. 

Schmidt has targeted 25 precincts with more 
than 1,000 registered voters and can deploy voting 
booths with paper ballots to those sites to handle 
overflow crowds. 

In addition, the election office is recruiting high 
school volunteers to help at each polling place 
from 4 p.m, until closing on Election Day. 

These teen·agers will greet voters. point out the 
sample ballots and help the election judges as 
needed. 

Visually impaired voters may request a magni. 
fier at the polls to help read the candidate lists. 
One lens will be available at each polling place. 

If voters have changed names or moved within 
the county since they last voted, they can fill out 
registration cards at the polls on Election Day and 
still vote. 

To help with informed decisions, the election of· 
fice is offering biographical infonnation about the 
candidates through the Internet •• 

All candidates are listed and those who com· 
pleted and returned an information fonn can be 
accessed through the home page. This data in­
cludes personal information, professional and po· 
Iitical experience and membership in organiza­
tions, Many include a photograph. 
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Advance ballots are counted cautiously 
Tin: Jnhll~{lll CHilli!)' del"linn "I'. 

lio: 011', hursd;,y will bcgilllhc 
c!..xtronic coullting of more than 
(,O,noo ;1(.h~IIlCC hail\)t~ 

BUI how $Ccure is this counl'! 
How c::m we be sure there is no 

election fr.lud 
with advance 
mlin!!: Will 
infornl:ltion on 
how:l (andi· 
dale is doing 
be leaked to 
c'lmpaigns? 
What's to keep 
someone from 
\'oting morc 
than once? 

E!cction 
Commissioner Counie Sdunidl 
has the answers: 

The post onice ddivc:rs the 
scaled ndv:lnced ballots, and they 
arc stored in a locked room. 011h' 
the election commissioner and a' 
5upen'isingjudge have keys. 

The advance voting election 
board is mnde up of 12 persons­
DClUocr:lls and Republicans­
:lIId the supcrvisingjudge. 

. Fuur teams of elt.'Ction workers 

. handle each ballot. 
First. elt.'Ction workers check the 

baek of the enve!lJpe 10 make sure 
it is signed by the VOler, They 
check to make sure the name is the 
same as the name on the mailing 
label. 

These unopened ballots then go 

I" a l\l,.'Clllld (l'am .. I' wOllcr:o:::1t a 
l:llBI puler and bar l:l,d,,; St';1I111cr, 
Thc r'lel tllal yOU voted - but 1I0t 
how yllU \,~Itej - is \1O\\' entcrl'd 
into the clC('lion computer system. 
This is the point at which someone 
trying to vote Iwice would be 
caught. 

It has been tested. and it wor!.:s. 
A third te;tlll actually opens the 

em'CIopc. ;'/nd :I fourth team re· 
moves and nattens the ballot. It is 
thell run thoul!h a scanner. and the 
vall! is stored cl~troJlicalJy in the 
advance ballot computer system. 

At this point, Schmidt said. no 
one knows how the candidates arc 
doing, 

Paper ballot \'otes at the election 
cor1lluis.~ion olliee an: S(."Jlllied 
along with the mail·in b:lIlllts. 

Ir the ad\'ancc ballot envelope is 
not signed on the back. the vule 
WOIl't be counted, The bollot must 
£el to the election commission of­
lice berore the polls dose at 7 p.IlI, 
Tuesday. A ballot with u Tuesday' 
postmark delivered Wednesday 
won't count. 

Arter 7 p.m. election night, the 
;Idmnce ballot totals stored in the 
computer will be downloaded to 
the main election computer and 
counted '>"jth the polling place to· 
la~ . 

Schmidt had 10 get the Lcgislrl­
ture 10 approve u bill earlier this 
~'ear 10 allow her to begin process­
mg the advance ballot~ before elee· 

ti"ll day. Thrcc l'l·;lII11CL". l'a~'h I,f 
whkh (.11l l\JUllt 3.500 uulJuls an 
hour, will bl! uSl:'d. 

Campaign trail 
(J Johnson County Republk:1:1s 

are holding a rally for Bob Dol! 
and Jack Kemp at 9 a.m. Saturday 
In the parking lot of the V;llIey 
Vicw ShoppinS Ccnter at 95th 
Street ilnJ Antio.:h Road in O\-e::· 
land Park. 
'Although Dole and Kemp won't 

be there, GOP Senate candidates 
Pat Robert and Sam Drown back 
arc e:o:.pcctl'd to attend, along ,,;th 
l'ouglessiollul candidate Vince 
Snowb,m:er and stale school 
board coodidote Linda Hollowa\: 

EJ The League of Women Voters 
Ilf Johns()u County is alTering on· 
line voler guides. Information on 
c.lIldidates c:ln be- reached on the 
lntl!wet at. . 
http://www.kspn:ss.com/suncolfil· 
ings,htm!. 

D Democratic congressional 
candidate Judy Hancock has reo 
cejved the endorsement of the l\a­
tional Committee to Preserve So· 
cial SI.'Cutity and Medicare. an or­
ganization based in Washington. 
She is expected to receive the en­
dorsement today of Carol Mari­
no\'ich. mayor of Kansas City, 
Kan. 

a The one-hour debate held last 
week all the Union St:1tion S:lles 
I;u proposal will be rebroadcast at 

7 p,m. " .... 1.1~· "11 T('l t-:lhle Chan· 
1Ic! JA. It will :lir again at 7 p.m. 
Thursday and 9 p,m. Saturday. 

The J ... 1:>ale f'::llUres Slew Rose. 
head (If Stln Publications. :lIld 
5.tate Rep. Gury ~Ierriu. an Over· 
land Park Republican. 

g Dcmo-.:rats willllClld a vielory 
party at 7 declion night at their 
Johnson County headquarters. 
73~7 \\'. i91h St.. about three 
blods we-Sl of i\lctcalf A\'ellue in 
O\erland P.lf!.:. 

n The Kansas Taxpayer Net­
wor!': said recently il has pulled the 
plug on Democratic Senate candi­
date Brad Russell's taxpayer pro­
tection pledge. 

Tho5.e who I:lle the pledge 
promise to \'ote against all errorts 
to increase ta.xes and "fees or other 
charges which are really taxes in 
disguise." 

After signing the pledge, Russell 
advocated the use of higher sales 
taxes to replace lost revenue from 
a cut in property taxes. He also ad· 
vocated hic.her cil.mrette taxes 10 
increase funding ror public 
schools. 

Russell of Olathe is running 
ngainst Olathe Republican K.,rin 
Brownlee in the 23rd Senate Dis· 
trict. 

Russell said mising one tax to 
lower another would not be a ta,'( 
increase. and he believes he has not 
violated his pledge. 


