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REGISTRATION AND VOTING TRENDS
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AT VARIOUS LOCATIONS

VOTER REGISTRATION INFORMATION
2101 E. Kansas City Road

Olathe, Kan. 66061

782-3441, Ext. 5

Johnson County residents can apply for voter reg-
istration at the county election office, libraries, city
halls, community college and when obtaining or
renewing their driver licenses. Citizens may request

" registration forms by cailing or writing the Johnson
County Election office. .

All Jehnson County residents can now apply for
advance voter ballots. Applications may be picked
up at any library or city hall prior to any election.

For advance voting in 1996, there are three
optivns: advance voting by mail 20 days prior to
each election; advance voting in person at the
Election Office for 20 days prior to each election; and
voting at the polls on election day.

Liligible viters in Kansas muest be 18 years old by
election day, live in their precinet 14 days before
each election, be US citizens and be registered to
vide, Registration remains permanent unless resi-
dents change their names or addresses. General elec-
lions are held the first Tuesday after the first

Monday in November during even numbered years.
Primary elections are held the first Tuesday in
August during even numbered years. City and
school elections are held the first Tuesday in April
during odd numbered years. Polls are open from
7am. to? p.m.

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS

Birch Lane "~ & . <70 -
Prairie Village, Kan. 66207
648-7384 - - .
President: Marjorie Kirkwood

ORGANIZATION INFORMS VOTERS

- st ot

LI T Tt the s s

; * The League of Women Voters isa political, but"
nonpartisan organization of women and men, The
League provides voter service information, studies
issues, develops a position statement baséd upon
membership consensus and then takes action at
the jocal, state and national level. . - L

Each member is encouraged to participate in the
party of her or his choice and to be politically
active. Lo

ER LT L e Py bl sk B gnlrh i £’ e

VOTER REGISTRATION OFFERED

Drug Enforcement

Administration

Kansas City District Office
............... 236-3257

Environmental Mrotection
Agency
General Information

Equal Employment
Opportunity Commission
.............. 551-5655
Federal Bureau of
Investigation
Main Office
Hotline for public
corruption

Federal Emergency
Management Agency
Information .....283-7063

Internal Revetiue Service
Federal Tax Information
..... oo .(B0O) B29-1040

US Attorney - Kansas
............... 5516730

US Marshal - Kansas
............... 551-6727

Burcau of Labor Statistics
Overland Park District
............... 2363220

‘M

aling their
vole count is
imporiant to
Johnson

long lines can
be expected at
the polls on
clection day.

IMPORTANT PHONE NUMBERS

Mational Labor Relations
Board

Postal Services
24-hour information service

............... 421-5272
ZIP code information
............... 842-2800
Small Buginess
Administration
Regional Office
dreearaeaaran 374-6380
Social Security
Administration
Overland Park
........... (800) 772-1213
Federal Aviation
Administration
Regional Operations Center
............... 426-4600
Federal Highway

Administration — Motor
Vehicle Recall Inquiries
...... .....(800) 4249393

National Highway Traffic
Safety Administration

Cerareaeaeen ....522-7233

Department of Veteran

Altairs = Benefits

Information and Assistance
............... 426-2210
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Ready, set, vote

8 Along with convenience, advanced voting
also means earlier start to election season

The election season has hit its normal
spring luil, as the hubbub from the
presidential primaries has subsided and
the summer sizzle of the nadonal con-
ventions and runoff primaries is sdll .
months away.

Baut this election year promises to be
very different; thanks not only to the -
large firover in officeholders at all
levels but also a major change in"
Kansas voting law.* .

‘Beginning this year, , Kansas voters
will have the opportunity to coraplets

to Election Day. This method, known
as advance voting, will be in use start-.
ing with the Aug. 6 primary.

Voters wishing to use the new
method can apply for an advance ballot

by calling the Johnson County Election” -

Office, 782-3441, or can pick up appli-
cations at any City Hall or public
library in the county. Also, Internet
users can find advance voting applica-
tions on the election office’s homc
page, whose address is )
jocoelection.arg.

The deadline for registering to vote in
the August primary, be it tirough
advance voting or the more convention-
al tip to the neighborkood polling

- place, is July 22. The deadkine for filing

to run for office, by the way, is June 10

- For those samewnar. squeamlsh about

casting their votes days or even weeks

,,before Election Day, bé advised that the
-actual ¢ounting will not beginundl .

" Electiori Day. Though it won't make

- staté election offices any less hecic

: - - after the polls close, elecdon officials
and cast their ballots for 21 days prior - -

expect the added convenience will
ennhance voter turnout (m:ulout”) and

- thus enha.nce the ennre elecd
. . process.

Sdll, it will take sone getting used to.
No standing in long lines at the pelling
place. No pressure to complete the bal-
lot quickly to make room in the booth
for the next voter. The kitchen table or
the favorite easy chair can now be the -

" polling place.

Where do we sign up?
2= Laird MacGregor
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Advance Voting is Here

System tutended to end long lines at polls during elections

Oy Hea Wlison

Sun Correspondent

If you want tu nvoid standing in line Aug. 6,
Ele¢tion Connnissivuer Connie Sclunidt has o new
plan lur yuu,

1t's called advance voting, introduced in Kansas
earlier this year for maicipal elections.

Al registered vuters mre eligible for advance
voling. They don't nced to be out-of-town on elec-
tion day eor ill or otherwise unable lo get to the
polls.

“People still think they have to have an excuse.
They think that they are not eligible,” Schinidt
said,

As of July 2, only 3,332 people vut of a possible
152,007 registered Republicans and Demnocrats
had applied for advance voling Lallets for the Aug.
6 prisuary, Schmidt said.

“I'mi a ligle disappeinted now, but we expect to

receive wore,” Schimidt said.
- Many peopte are uniformed about advance
voting, but candidates, cities and even employers
in the county are getting the word out and making
applicatiuns available, Schinidt said.

Schmidt's office will know by mid-afternoon on
the Mouday before the election how many people
voted in advance. This will help them estiinate
how busy the polls will be the next day.

In the past decade, valer turnout has varied
widely in the August primaries from a low of 18
percent in 1988 o 40 percent in 1992,

Only Republicans and Demucrals cou vole in
the privary. As of July 2, 152 407 peuple were eli-
gible, or about 67 percent of the registered voters.

In her lirst year os clection commissioner,
Schmidt Is making no predictions on voter luriout
or how many people will take adventoge of ad-
vance voling.

“After November we will be able to anaiyze it
then,” Schmidt said. .

Here's how advuice voting works:

1. Be sure you ore regisiered {o vote, Registra-
tion closes July 22,

2. Pick up an advance voting application. These
nre available at the election office, city halls, pub-
lic libraries, voter registration sites, on the in-
ternet - or oin Poage 15 of this guide. The Eleclion
Office’s hotue papc is http://www.jucoelection.org.

Run off copics of (his application. Voiers must
submit a scparate apptication for the November
genernl efection.

Mail the application to the election affice, 210]
E. Kansas City Road, Olathe, KS 66061. The forins
cannot be (axed.

‘The deedline fur spplying for an advance voling
Lialtot for the August primary is Aug. 2.

3. Storting 20 duys hefore the clection — July
17 fur this primary — e election office will start
mailing vut ballots.

Relax, ponder the Issues and candidates and
:_hen vopte in the comfort of your own liome or of-
ice.

4, Return the voted ballot by il or in person
to the election office before 7 p.ni. on election day.

In purtnership with the Shawnee Mission School
District, the election office is offering advance
Braille ballots for visually itnpalred volers.

Cuntact the election office ot 782-3441 to re-
clLu{:lst un application fur a Deaille advance voling
ballat,

Also new this yeor is a waoy to vote In odvoance in
persen ot Lhe clection office. Nu gpplication Is
necded.

The clection oflice will be open July 17 from 8§

ing the 1992 presidential election may be a thing of
the past under Advanca Voling.

Want lo lake part in Advance Voling? Just till
oul the applleation on Page 15 ol tls guide.

a.an. to 9 p.n. Monday through Friday and 9 e.:n. to

Sp.m. Soturdays,

‘The election vifice is located at 2101 E. 1ansas §
Cily Road, Olathe. Just take the 119th exit off I-35.
On the west side of the bridge take the exit ramp
10 Kansas City road and kead southwest townrd
Ola:jhe. The election office is on the east side of the ¥
road. #

For the primary, voles can be cast at the elec-
tion office through noon Aug, 5.

The third woy to volie is at the poils from 7 a.n.
te 7 pan. Aug. 6.

At the polls, voters will be asked to sign their
name and then receive a slip of paper nllowing
themn to enter the voting booth, .

Visually Lnpaired voters may request o magni-
fier at the polls to help read the candidate lists in
the electronic voling booth, One lens will be avail-
nble at each polling place.

Il voters have changed names or moved within §
the county slnce they last voted they can [ill ouwt
registration cards at the polls on election day and
still vole. .

Voters unalfiliated with a political party can E
also declore as n Republican or Democrat at the
polis and vote in the primary. !

But, vulers cannot switch parties at the polls.
That mwst be dune by re-registering befure the
bouks close July 22.

Ta help with infurmed decisions, the election of-
fice for the first time is offering biograyhical in-

formation about the candidates through the in- ;"

teruet.

"\We are Ue first in the state to have this kind of
Enformation,” Sclinldt said.

All candidates are listed and those who com-
pletedd and returned an information form can be
accessed through tlie electlion office's home page.

The date includes personal information, profes-
slonal and political experience and meniberships
fn urganizotiuns, Many include o photegrapl.

“You can see what they look like and sce what
they've done,” Sclunidi said.

Some candidates have linked their pwn home
pages with the etection office.

On The Cover ...

The cover art on this Voter's Guide was designed by Tleuhy Huyub, a student at Shawnee
Mission Northwest High School.
Huynh submitted one of 87 designs entered in the advance voler poster contest sponsored
Ly the election uffice.
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JOENSON COUNTY

absentee voting, which advance
voling replaced.,

Already. $.06F persons have ap-
plied by mail and soon will receive
an advance paper ballot, As of
Wednesday, the county had
227,277 registered voters, the most
it its history.

Palitical veterans predict that ad-
vance voting will boost voter
turnout and force candidates to
begin campaigning earlier.

“It's going to change a lot of
people’s thinking on voting,” said
slate Rep. Rich Becker, a Lenexa
Republican who wrote a book on
political campaigring,.

Becker said advance voting “is
the most significant change in elec-
tion procedure that I can remem-
ber.”

In the 1992 presidential election,
many Johnson County residents
waited in line at polling places for
more than three hours. At one
Nl Merriam preciney, 250 people were
in line when the polls closed at 7
p-m. Many gave up in frusiration.
Angry voters demanded action.

They got it.

several steps to cut the wait at
polling places:

B Four years ago, Johnson
County used 700 electrenic voting

The county and state have taken -

chines won't be held back: a new
optical scanning system will read
and tabulate advance paper ballots,

B The number of precincts has
been expanded from 244 10 318,
meuaning fewer voters at cach
polling place.

B And the Kansas Legislature
approved advance voting in 1993,

In 1992, avoiding fong lines was-
n't an option. This year it is.

“It's your choice,” said Connie
Schmidt, Johnson Coumy election
commissioner, i

Advance voting has caught on in
other states. In Colorado, 13.5 pec-
cent of the 1992 voie was cust
early. In some large counties there,
it accounted for as much as 25 per.
cent of the vote.

Early voting made up one-third
of the vote in many large Texas
counties four ycars are and up to
50 percent in o few ather counties.

Other states that allow early vot-
ing are Arizona, lowa, Nevada,
Oklzhoma and Tennessee.

Missouri has an absentee voting
system, in which a voter must state
a rezson — either illness or being
out of state — for voling early.

Johnson County election officials
don’t know how many people will
vote carly. The advance wirnout is
expected 10 be light for the primary

Advance votin g to help shrmk Iines at poﬂiﬁ g tpﬁcés

Advance  voting  allows
Kansans 1o cast ballots 20 days
belore an election, That period
beging today for the Aug. 6 pri-
mary election. Here is a short
guide to advance voting:

Voting by mail

mitted for each election, Forms
in Johnson County are availzble
at city halls, libraries and voter
registration sites, as well 25 on
the Internet at http:/fvwwjoco-
clection.org.. . In

courthouse ~and the Bonner
Springs City Hall. Voters also

calling the election office: in
Johnson County, 782-3441; in
Wyandotte County, 334-1414.

B An application must be sub-,

Wyandotte
County, they can be obtained at ™
the election office, the county .

can tequest an application by -

b After receiving the applica-
tion, the election wflice will mail
a baliot 1o the voter within 48
hours
. Mailed ballots must be re-
turned to the election oftices by
mail or in person before 7 pm,
on clection day. Ballots received
after that won't be counted.

B Those who forget to relurn
their mailed ballots should take
them to the polls on election day
to show poll workers. This is
proofl they are not trying to vote

. twice. Officiatls said it must be the
ballot mailed to you and not 10
someone else.

Yoting in person

B Johnson County starts
today. Wyandotte County begins
July 30. .

B An application isn't ncees-

i

sary for someone to vole in per-
son, but the voter must be regis-
tered,

B The Johnson County elee-
tion office will be open tor ad-
vanee voting from 8 am. (o ¥
p.m. Mowday through Friduy
and from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Sut-
urday. The office is at 2101 E.
Kansas City Road. Olathe.

B Tite Wyandotte County elec-
tion office will be open lor ad-
vance voting from 8:30 a.m. until

*5 p.m. July 30 through Aug. 2
and from 8:30 a.m. until noon
Aug. 5. The office is at 9400 Stine
Ave., Kansas City, Kan.

B Statewide, voting in person
will end at noon Avg. 5, the day
before the election.

8 The polls will be open in
both counties on election day
from 7 a.m. to 7 pm.

election but could be heavy for the

- fall presidential election.

“This year we're planning for the
unknown,” Schmidt said.

How will she keep someone from
voting twice?

Schmidt said computers will
record the nume of each registered
voler requesting an advance ballot.
At the polls, an “A” will appear

after the name of those voters and
tell poll workers who voted early.

Persons with an “A” after their
names who try 1o vote at the poils
will be allowed to vote a chullenzed
buallot only. That ballot won't be
counted if election werkers find
Iater that the voter had returned
the mait ballot and was atieinpting
to vole twice.

Schmidt said those who forgot to
mail their udvance ballots should
bring them 1o the polls 1o prove
they didn’t vote early.

Campuign ofticials aren’t sure
what to expect lrom advance vor-
ing either, but they aren’t 1aking
any chinees,

Many candidates begin their ag-
tive campaigns about three weeks

“IU's 4 major part of our plan,”
said Tim Danneberg, manager for
Ed Eilert's campaign in the 3ed
Congressional District. "Advance
voting helps us, The more people
who turn out, the better Ed Joes.”

Danneberg ssid Eilert started
running tefevision ads last week,
He said that without advance vot-
ing. the exnpaign might have wait-
ed until later in the month to air
those ads.

Vince Snowbarger, Etlert’s main
rival for the GO nominastion Aug.
6. is handing out advance voting
apphications when he meets vorers.

Kevin Yowell, Snowbarger's
campaign manager, said the size of
the advunce vote will be finked 10
the effort made by condidutes
rather than 10 any change voter:
mide on their own,

“Most peopie don’t know what it
is.” he said.

Schinidt suid her office was nusk-
ing ut big elfort to educate volers

The election office has put ad-
vance voting information on jts [n-
ternet home page ut htipiffwwwjo-
coclection,org. information alse
has been included in city newsler-
ters and was included in appraisal
notices mailed to horicowners i
the end of February.

Continued from C-1 13 'to count absentee votes. ] ,earlier thun most election vears. ;;":

Since then, the county has added b : : : + Candidates for Congress have in- Fgt
or dropped off at the election of- 160 voting machines ar 35,300 A llser S gl_llde to advance Votlng 1n I{ansas © cluded advunce voting us parts of g‘.é
fice. That's not much different from  each. And those 33 voting ma- their strategies. A
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4,000 ballots go out

I to county residents as

advance voting begins

By Rea Wilsan
Sun Correspondent

Advance voting gets under way to-
day, giving Kansas voters for the first
time three ways to cast their ballots.

“We are going to have election day
every day for the next 21 days,” said
Election Commissioner Connie
Schmidt.

Starting today, ballots will be mail-
ed to more than 4,000 registered vo-
ters who previously submitted ap-
plications. Voters may continue to
apply for ballots through Aug. 2.

Also today, voters can go to the
election office in Olathe to cast
ballots in person. In person advance
voting continues through noon Aug. 5.

The third way to vote is at the polls
from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. Aug. 6.

Everyone who is registered to vote
is eligible to vote in advance, Schmidt
said. No excuses are required to cast
ballots before election day, she said.

Persons who are already, on the
election rolls as having a permanent
disability do not have to reapply for a
mailed ballot.

To vote in the primary, residents
must be registered to vote by July 22,

As of Monday, the election office
had received 4,061 applications for
mailed ballots. After an application
form was printed in The Sun Voter's
Guide last Friday, nearly 500.applica-
tions arrived in Monday’s mail and
more were in the mail Tuesday.

mail are also available at libraries, ci-
ty halls, voter registration sites, the
election office and on the Internet.
Voters can also call the election of-
fice at 782-3441 to request an ap-
plication.

Visually impaired voters can re-
quest a Braille mailed ballot by con-
tacting the election office. '

Applicatdons should be mailed to
the Johnson County Election Office,

-2101 E. Kansas City Road, Olathe, KS
66061.

No application is needed to vote in
person. To reach the election office,
take I-35 to the 119th Street exit and
head west, Immediately west of the
overpass over the interstate tumn
right on a2 ramp to Kansas City Road.
Turn right again on Kansas City Road
and head southwest. The election of-
fice is on the east side of the road.

The election office will be open
from 8§ a.m. to 9 p.m. Monday through
Friday and 9 a.m..to 5 p.m. Saturday
from now until the election.

.When voters go to the election of-
fice to vote in advance in person they
will fill cut a short form and then re-
ceive a paper ballot printed by a
computer.

For the primary election, voters
must be affiliated with either the
Republican or Democratic parties.
Voters cannot switch parties without
re-registering, but independent vo-
ters can declare an effiliation when

they vote.
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No excuses

Advance voting begins today, eliminating
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& yet another reason not to get in on process o
b In case you missed it. the poils applications for advance voting at any %

i3 | opened today across Kansas for the city hall, public library or voter regis- )
ﬁ;”“g Aug. 6 primary election. tratjon site in the county, as well as at Fed
S Confused? the Johnson Counry Eiection Commjs- b

A recent change in state law has sion Oifice in Olathe and, for net £
brought advance voting to Kansas, and ~ suriers, on the World Wide Web at }?%
the concept is in use for the first time hop:/fwww jocoelection.org; when g,,
during this primary season. Advance your ballot comas in the mail, fill itout  [f&d
voling not only provides voters an at your leisure, though it must be urned |
opporuity 1o get a head start on par- in by 7 p.m. on Aug. 6. Advance voling

.ticipating in elections, but also allows may also be done in person at the elec-

them to make their selections in the pri-  tion commission office, though the 4
vacy of their own homes: at the Kichen  deadline is noon on Aug. 5. 1
‘table, in the easy chair in front of the And if you don't happen to be regis-  [F5)

. television, wherever. When the ballot is  tered to vote in the Aug. 6 primary, vou  [[&X
complete, the voter then can simply may stll do so through Monday. You ?.,é‘.
drop it in the mail. - can register at any city hall or public L

It sounds simple, and it is. And it library, or call the election commission g
eliminates yet another excuse, albeit a office, 782-3441, for additional regs- 2N
rather weak one. for not participating in ~ ration sites and informaton. 'fi
the political process: With advance vot- It’s hard to imagine how anvone S
ing, you nesdn’t worry about waiting in  could have ever considered voling a %}"
long lines to cast your ballot. difficult propositon, and now it’s even ».,j{

The process, in case you weren't easier. b5
aware or have simply forgotien, is just No excuses. Register and vote. B
this: Registered voters can pick up — Laird MacGregor
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WA
a’: : “The message is that i::s their choice.” Coun ic libran $ reistral o
s A - public libraries and ar other voter registration
‘?‘; Advance VOtmg makes ty Election Commissioner Connie Schimidt said — siies.
ke LT : Tuesday. - A separate application must be completed for
i“;;} 1ts debut acCross KansaS * The Aug. 6 primary election is the first ime  each elgcl.ion. i P
ik for advance voling in person i Johnson Coun- Ballots received through the mail must be
i‘b -Gerald Hay ty. The Kansas Legislature approved a bill that  retumed 10 the electon office, either by mail or 0
t Cary Edar . became effective July 1, 1995, 10 expand vating  in person, before 7 p.n, election day, s
Advance voting has come to Johnson Coun-  places and ways to register 1o vote, The state Voters wanting (o use advance voling in per- |3
ty, beginning 1oday. action came on the heels of the National Voter  son can do so only at the elecion office, which

Mark Letingwel'The Dalty Nows
The Johnson County Election Commission has set aside a room at
its Olathe office for voters who wish to use advance veting in the
Aug. 6 primary.

Voters now have three ways to cast ballots in
the upcoming Aug. 6 primary election: they
ean vote in advance by mail; they can wajt until
primary election day to do their voting with the
possibility of waiting in line a1 the voting sites;
or, they can take advantage of the newest way
to vole by going to the Johnson County Elec-
tion Office, 2101 E. Kansas City Road, and
vote advance in person,

Registration Act established by Congress in
1993.

Two of the voung options — advance voting
by mail or in person — become available 1oday,
which is 20 days prior to the primary election
duy.

Both methods require completion of an
application for advance voting. Applications
are available at the election office, city halls,

has expanded its hours 10 better accommodaie Fe
the schedules of voters. The office will be open EE

from 8 a.m. 10 9 p.m. Monday through Fridny &
and from 9 am. 1o 5 p.m. Samurday unal elec- §
tion day when the polls open at 7 a.m. and
clase at 7 p.m. :

The deadline for voung in person at the elec- 523

tion office is noon Aug, 5,
B See ADVANCE, Page 2A
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Kansas officials are
pleased with amount
of advance ballots.

By JIM SULLINGER

Slafn writer

Eaﬂy votin
warm welcome

burgh said Monday.
That's up 50 percent from the
number ol absentes baliots cast
in the primary election iwo years
ago, he said.
“It’s doing what it was intended
10 do, and that is increase voter

The oumbers are in, and ad-
vancc \'oling looks like a hit in

tumnout,” Thomburgh said.
Sedgwick County mailed more

than 4,000 advance ballots and

Shawnee County 3,500, Bur the

"\% lh litde 10 no marketing for
the primary, we've had over
40,000 pe lp]e cast ballots in
Kansas as of last Friday,” Kansas
Secrelary of State Roo Thorn-

biggest advance voling effort can
be found in Johnson County,
where it appears that more than

See ADVANCE, B-B, Col.1
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dvance bal‘loting in Kansas exceeds expectations

Conttnued from B-1

10,000 votes were placed in ad-
vance

Depending on today's turnout,
Election Commissioner Connie
Schmidt said, advance voting
could nccount for 16 percent to 21
percent of the total vote.

Schmidt is predicting a 40 per-
cent overall turnout for today's
election, a high percentage for a
primary election in Johnsen Coun-

ty. If that level is achieved, 61,691
registered Republicans and De-
mocrats will have voted by the time
the polls close at 7 p.m. today.

Advance voting began July 17.
More than 13,000 voters applied
for advance ballots, Schmidt said.

Qr the 10,000 advance votes re-
ceived, abous 2,500 people voted in
person At the election commission
office in Olathe.

“This exceeds my expectation for
the pnmar). " Schmidt said. "I have

a fecling we'll meet my 50 percent
projection” for the Nov. 5 general
election, )
This is Kansag® first statewide
clection with advance voling.
Seven other states have advance
voling. Missouri does not.
Advance voting is a more liberal
form of the stale’s old abschnice
voting system. To vote abscntec, a
voter had 1o either be ill or out of
the area on clection day, With ad-
vance voling. noe excuse is needed.

"V\"". u_,,.. ]
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The largest absentee vote ever
recorded in Johnsen County was
12,800 in the 1992 presidential
clection, Schmidt said. In that elec-
tion, 88 percent of all registered
voters cast ballots.

Election ofTicials in Wyandotte
and Leavenwaorth counties said ad-
vance voling was excceding the
amount of absentee voting in pre-
vious eleclions bul was short of
Johnson County's percentage.

In Wynndotlc County. advance

(:{..

voting could account for 5 percent
to 10 percent of the total vote il
the turnout is 40 percent.,

The county had 1,989 requesis
for advance ballots Election offi-
cials expected the actual number of
advance votes 10 reach 1,000 by the
end of Monday.

Arca eiection officials say some
Ecoplc who received an advance

allot may have forgotten 1o mail it
back, Schmidt said those people
havc umil 7 pm today to get them

to her office.

They still could vote at their
usual polling place, but Schmid:
said they should bring their unused
advance ballot with them.

Voters who requested an advance
ballot will have an “A” after their
name on the precinct voter rolls. If
they try 10 vate al the polls, they
will get a “provisional” paper bal-
lot. But if those volers can pro-
duce their unused advance ballot,
they will be allowed 1o vote.
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Jack
Lovelace

Editor

Advance voting was a
pleasure.
I sent in the form that ran in

The Sun Voter's Guide earlicr

A28 this‘month requesting a ballot. A
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ballot came a day after the
voting period began.

It was nice to sit down and
mull candidates aver without
having to stand in line, or stand
behind a curtain with a time
limit trying to make decisions.

You can vote in some races.
Do some rescarch and vote in
more. Think over an undecided
race for a while and then come
back to it. What a nice way to
vote.

Not everybody agrees. One
voter- wrote The Sun to tell
about how much they hate ad-
vance voting. An interesting
sidelight to advance voting is, as

| Advance voting is a great innovation |

the writer put it, “the .elec-
tioneering docsn't stop and I
feelleftout.”

It does feel strange to sce and
hear and read the ads and get
the literaturc after it's too late
to have any effect.

But as advance voting catches
on we'll see more and more ear-
ly compaigning.

As for the fears expressed by
one person of changing their
mind after they’ve already
voted, I sce it just the opposite. I
like the idea of not being able to
do anything about last minute
slurs and siams that always
come in the fevered final days in
some races. If enough of us ad-

vance vote, maybe they'll even
calm down in the homestretch.

November will bring a huge
turpout in Johnson County.
Without advance voting the
lines would be even longer than
four years ago when the last
presidential election had people
in line for hours, erdering out
for pizza in some cases.

It's nice to know that I can
avoid all of that with great ease
in November, and forevermore.

I believe 1 have visited my
last polling place.

Advance voting will do just,
fine until I can do it on the home: B
computer.
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By Rea Wlison

Sun Correspondent

Applications for mail ballots
are flowing in by the hundreds
to the Johnson County Election
Office.

More than 21,000 applications
have been received, and hun-
dreds more arrive in the mail
daily, said Election Commis-
sioner Connie Schmidt.

“They are coming in quickly,”
she said.

Schmidt and her staff have
delivered applications for ad-
vance votng ballots to every
apartment complex in the coun-
ty and have elso targeted the top
40 employers, Schmidt said.

“We are promoting advance
voting as much as we can,” she
said.

Schmidt predicted that 50,000
to 60,000 pecple in Johnson
County would vote in advance
next month, or about 25 percer
of the registered voters.

in the August primary, abot
12,000 people voted in advanc:
the largest number in the state,

Schmidt hoped advanc
voting would eliminate lon
lines at polling places. In th
1992 presidential election yea:
voters in several precinct.
waited hours to cast ballots. .

Schmidt has targeted thi
largest precincts where mor
than 1,000 people are registeres
to vote. Overland Park has 18
Olathe has nine; Shawnee ha:
four; Leawood has two; anc
Prairie Village, Lenexa, Mis
sion, Gardner, Lexingion anc¢
Oxford townships each have
one.

On the Monday before the
election, Schmidt will know how
many people in each of these
large precincts are voting in ad-

AT e

Tad

vance.

If the numbers are not great,
she plans to send portable
voting booths with paper ballots
to those sites to handle the
crowds.

Advance voting became law
in Kansas this year. It replaces
absentee balloting. No excuses
are required to vote in advance,
Schmidt said. _

Voters have two choices on
advance voting. They can vote
by mail or in person, starting 20
days before the election.

Starting Wednesday, Oct. 16,
the election office wili be open
from 8 am. to 9 p.m. Monday
through Friday and 9 am. to 5
p.m. Saturday for people who
want to vote in advance in per-
son. No application is needed.
Walk-in voting will cut off at
noon Nov. 4, the Monday before
the election.

The election office is located
at 2101 E. Kansas City Road,
just south of 119th Street on the
west side of I-35. .

Also starting Oct. 16, the elec-
tion office will begin mailing
ballots to people who have ap-
plied.

Applications for mail ballots
can be made until the Friday be-
fore the Nov. 5 election. Ap-

- -plications are available at regs-

tration sites, city halls, public
libraries and through the elec-
tion office. Or call 782-3441 or
use the Internet home page.at
http://www jocoelection.org.

All mail ballots must be
returned to the election office
by 7 p.m. Nov. 5,

On Election Day, the pglls
will open at 6 a.m. and remain
open until 7 p.m. People in line
at7 p.m. will be allowed to vote.
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Early voters
can avoid

B TR A R
SO

Daily News Reperier

If you were outraged four years
ago at having to wait in Lin¢ up 10
four hours to cast your ballot in
Johnson County. vou may only
have yourself to blame if it hap-
pens again this year,

Those clogged polling places
during the 1992 general election.
and the frustration that they
caused, has prompted the Kansas
Legislature to allow for advanced
voting 20 days prior 10 election
day, This will be the fiest presiden-
tial election that advance voting
will be implemented.

Johnson County Election Com-
missioner Connie Schrrudr hopes
advancé voting, which begins
Wednesday, will take pressure off
precinct polling places Nov. 5. S0
far, it appears as though voters are
willing to cooperate. In Johnson
County alone, some 22,751
requests for advance ballots have
come in by Monday, she said.

“Anything you can do 10 pro-
mote advance voting alleviates
long lines on election day,”
Schmidt said. If the tunout of vot-
ers is anything like the 85 percent
typical for presidential elections,
voting ahead of the herd could pre-
vent a lot of frustration, even with
a record number of registered vot-
ers ready to cast ballots.

As of Monday, 240,041 people
have registered to vote in Johnson
County, the most registered voters
in any Kansas county. In Novem-
ber 1992, some 197,265 voters
were registered. Voter registration
deadline for the Nov. 5 general
election is next Monday, Oct. 21.
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“If they wait until after 5 p.m.
on election day to vote. chances
are they will have to stand in line,”
Schmidrt said. ~“Most people vote
berween 5 and 7, after they get off
work.”

While there wiil be 55 more vot-
ing places. 147 more voting
machines and dozens of more poll
workers this year than four years
ago. Schmidt doesn’t think that the
added machines and polling places
alone would solve the crush late
on ¢lection day.

For those who want to cast their
ballots now and relax on election
day. it is a simple process. First.
vou must be a registered voter,
although you may regisier anytume
up until Oct. 21 and vote in
advance at the same time if you
wish.

Advance votars must request a
ballot. etther in person. by mail or
by fax at hup://www. jocoelec-
ucn.org. You can call the Johnson
County Election Commission
office at 782-3441 and ask that an
advance ballot request form be
sent out by mail or facsimile, but
you must return that application
either in person or by mail with
your signature to receive an offi-
cial ballot. You can only request
an advance ballot for yourself.

You may obtain advance ballot
applications or register to vote at
city hatls, public libraries, Muld-
service centers, the Johnson Coun-

e

ty Clerk’s office. the Northeast
Qffice or the Johnson County
Election Commission office at
2101 E. Kansas City Road. The
Electon Otfice will be open from
8 a.m. uniil 9 p.m. weekdays and 9

a.um. to 3 p.m. Sawrdays up until

the day before election day.

When you have received your
advance ballot, you can vote at
your Jeisure. Be sure to sign the
outside envelope and either mail it
back to the Election Commission
office or return it in person no later
than 7 p.m. on election day.

Advance voters also can cast
their ballots at the Johnson County
Election Commission office at the
same time they request the ballot.

Johnson County voters already
have tested the advance voting

- feature this year. Of the 228,956

registered to vote in the primary,
72,571 cast ballots. Some 12,662
advance ballots were requested for
the primary election.

Schmidt said that, for those who
still don’t want to cast advance
ballots, polls will open an hour
earlier for the presidental election
only. Polls open at 6 a.m. and
close at 7 p.m. Nov. 5.




ey

R
1

™
S

R R YA L e

Pt

RN ot Y o D T

&

AT

o N

ot

A e i e S AL

priahy

forthy

L

Ta.kmg the Pm out of f ovember

County looks to advance voting to prevent repeal of 92 electzon s long lines

By Rea Wilson
Sun Correspondent

Under the shadow of long voting lines in the
1992 presidential-election, Johnson County Elec-
tion Commissioner Connie Schmidt is working
hard to take the pain out of voting this November.

“We are trying to take as much of the trauma
a“l'gy from Election Day as possible,” Schmidt
said.

To this end, Schmidt has battle plans in place to
help eliminate the lon (j‘ voting [ines by encourag-
ing advance voting and to accommodate precincts
where more than 1,000 people are registered to
vote.

Johnson County voters can choose one of three
ways to vole this year. They can vote by mail
ballot, vote in advance in person at the Election
Office, or they can go to the polls between § a.m.
and 7 p.m. Nov. 5.

Based on past presidential cuntcsas Schmidt
expects at least 85 percent of the reglstered voters
tocast ballots this year.

"Right now that would be 210,000 people. it's a
major event,” Schmidt said.

In 1992, 88.5 percent of the veters turned out,
some waiting hours to cast their ballots.

1f you stand in line to vote this year, it's your
choice, Schmidt said.

Schmidt encournged Johnson County voters to
avoid the lines this year by taking advantage of
advance voting.

“We are promoting advance voung as much as
we can,’” Schmidt said.

Ballgts will start going in the mail today. Also
starting today, voters can go in person to the Elec-
tion Office, 2101 E. Kansas City Road, Olathe, to
cast their baliots Monday through Friday, 8 a.m. to
9 p.m, and on Saturday, % a.m.to 5 p.m.

As of Oct. 7, more than 20,000 people had al-
ready applied for advance voting ballots. The
deadline to apply for a ballot is the Friday before
the election.

In the August primary, about 12,000 people
chase to use advance voting, the largest number in
any Kansas county.

All registered voters are eligible for advance
voting. They do not need an excuse as in the past,
such as being out of town on eiection day or ill or
otherwise unable te get tothe potls.

Here's how to vote inadvance.

1. Make sure you are registered to vole. Regis-
tration closes Oct. 21. You may register to voie if

ou are a U.S. citizen, a Kansas resident and at
feast 18 years old.

Registration forms are available at city halls,
public libraries, high schools, and other sites
throughout the county.

You may also request forms to register by mail
by calling the Election Office, 782-3441, or
through the Election Office home page, hnp i
WWW Jocoelecnon Org.

2. Pick up an advance \olmg application. There
is a copy of the application in this Voter's Guide,
Cut it out and copy it for other family members,
friends and co-workers. Applications are also

9 available at the eleciion office, city halls, public

5

: q,hbranes, voter registration sites and an the In-

fong linas down this Novamber,

NOT SO CROWDED THIS TIME — Peopla werant exaclly using voting
booths three at a time in 1992 {though a few moms did take In their Kids), bul
there wera & numbes of long lines in the last presidential elsction In Johnson
County, and the Election Office is promoting Advance Voting as a way fo cut the

The artwork on
the cover of today's
Voters Guide was
created by Aaron
Fruehling, Merriam,
a senior at Shawnee
Mission North High
School.

Aaron was the
second-place winner
in the poster contest
sponscred by the
Johnson County
Election Qffice.

He received a
§$200 prize.
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ternet.

1f you voted in advance in August, you still must
submit a separate application for the November
election, Schmidt said.

Mail the application to the election office, 2101
E. Kansas City Road, Olathe, KS 66061. The forms
cannot be faxed. State law requires the election
commission to have your original signature on the
application.

In partnership with the Shawnee Mission School
Distriet, the election office is offering advance
Braille ballots lor visually impaired voters,

Contact the election office to request an applica-
tion for a Braille mail ballot.

3. Starting 20 days before the election — Oct.
16 for this election — the election office will start
mailing out ballots.

4. The ballots must be returned to the electicn
office by 7 p.m. Nov. 5 te be counted.

5. No application is needed to vote in advance
in person at the election office.

To reach the election office, take the 119th
Street exit off 1-35. On the west side of the bridge,
take the exit ramp to Kansas City Road and head
southwest toward Olathe, The election office is on
the east side of the read.

Ballots can be cast at the election office through
noon Nov, 4.

The traditional way to vote will be at the polls.
Schmidt has plans in place to deal with long lines
should they develop.

First, polls will be open an hour earlier than in
the past. Voters can cast ballots starting at 6 a.m.
The doors to the polling places will close at 7 p.m.,
but voters already in [ine will be allowed to vote
after that time.

Schmidt has targeted 25 precincts with more
than 1,000 registered voters and can deploy voting
booths with paper ballots to those sites to hapdle
overflow crowds.

In addition, the election office is recruiting high
school volunteers to help at each polling place
from 4 p.m. until closing on Election Day.

These teen-agers will greet voters, point out the
sample ballots and help the election judges as
needed.

Visually impaired voters may request a magni-
fier at the polls to help read the candidate lists.
Onelens witl be available at each polling place.

If voters have changed names or moved within
the caunty since they last voted, they can fill out
registration cards at the peolls on Election Day and
still vote.

To help with informed decisions, the election of-
fice is offering biographical information about the
candidates through the Internet. *

All candidates are listed and those who com-
pleted and returncd an information form can be
accessed through the home page. This data in-
cludes personal information, professional and po-
litical experience and membership in organiza-
tiens. Many include a pho:ograph.
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Advance ballots are counted cautiously
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The Johason County clection of-
lice un | hursday wil! begin 1he
clectronic counting of more than
AN advance badlots,

But how secure is this count?
How can we be sure there is no
election fraud
with advance
voting? Will
information on
how a candi-
date is doing
be Icaked to
cuamnpaigns?
What's to keep
somecne fromn
voling more
than once?

Election
ounie Schunidt

Commissioner
fias the answers:

The post oflice delivers the
sealed advanced ballots, and they
are stored in a locked room. Only
the election commissioner and a
supervising judge have keys.

The advance voling election
bourd is made up of 12 persons —
Democrats und Republicans —
and the supervising judge.

- Four teams of election workers
- handle each ballot.

Firsl, clection workers clicck the
- back of the envelupe to make sure
it is signed by the voter. They
cheek 1o make sure the name is the
sume s the nume on the mailing
label.

Thesc unopened baliots then go -

1oy i1 secend (e of workees ata
conputer ind bar eode scinaer.
The fuct that you voted — bui uot
how you veled — is now entered
into the cleclion computer system.
This is the poiat at which someone
trying 1o vote twice would be
caught.

1t has been tested, and it works,

A hied team actually opens the
envelope. and 1 fourth team re.
maoves and flattens the ballod, It is
then run though a scanner: wnd 1he
vole is stored clectronically in the
advanee ballot computer sysient.

At this point, Schmidt said. no
one knows how the candidates are
doing,.

Paper bailot voles at the efection
comtnission office are scanned
along with the mail-in balluts,

Il the advance ballot envelope is
not signed on the back, the vole
wolr't be counted. The ballot tnust
get to the election commission of-
fice before the polls close at 7 pan.
Tucsday. A ballot with a Tuesday -
postmark delivered Wednesday
won't count.

Alter 7 p.m. election night, the
advance ballot totals stored in the
computer will be downloaded to
the mnain election computer and
counted with the polling place to-
tals. E

Schinidt had to get the Legisla-
ture to approve a bill earlier this

rear Lo allow her to begin process-
g the advance ballots before elec-
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tien ahuy. Three senmners, eacl of
which ¢an couut 3,500 bullots an
hour, will be used.

Cuampaign trail

B Johnsaen County Republicans
are holding a rally for Bob Dol=
sind Jack Kemnp at 9 aan. Saturday
in the parking Jot of the Valley
View Shopping Center at 95th
Street and Antioch Road in Over-
land Park.

Although Dole aud Kemp won'l
be there, GOP Senate candidates
Pat Robert and Sam Brownback
arc expected to attend, along with
vongressional candidate Vince
Snowbarger and state schoal
board candidate Linda Holloway,

B The League of Wonien Voters
of Johnson County is olfering on-
fine voter guides. Information on
candidutes can be reached on the
Internetat | .
hupidfwww.kspress.conVsuncoffil-
ings.html,

B Deinecntic congressional
cundidute Judy Hancock has re-
ceived the endorsement of the Na-
tional Committee to Preserve So-
cial Security and Medicare, an or-
ganization based in Washington.
She is expected to receive the en-
dorsement today of Carol Mari-
novich, muyor of Kansus City,
Kan.

B The onc-hour debate held last
week on the Union Station sales
tax proposal will be rebroadeast at

Pt

g

7 p. today on TCL eable Chan-
el JAL Tt will air again at 7 pan,
Thursday and ¥ pan. Suturday.

The debate features Sieve Rose.
head of Sun Publications, and
state Rep. Gary Merritt, an Over-
land Park Republican.

A Demecrats will hold o victory
party at 7 election night at their
Johnson County headguarters,
7327 W. 7% St., about three
blucks west of Metcalf Avetwe in
Overland Park.

B The Kansas Taxpayer Net-
work said recently it has pulled the
plug on Democratic Senate candi-
date Brad Russell’s taxpayer pro-
lection pledge.

Those who take the pledge
promise to vole against all efforts
to increase taxes and “fees or other
charges which are really taxes in
disguise.” -

After signing the pledge, Russell
advocated the use of higher sales
taxes to replace lost revenue from
a cut in property taxes. He also ad-
vocated hicher cigarette taxes to
increase {unding for public
schools.

Russell of Olathe is running
against Olathe Republican Karin
Brownlez in the 23cd Senate Dis-
trict.

Russell said raising one tax to
lower another would not be a tax
increase, 2nd he believes he has not
violated his pledge.




