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YOUNG TEXAS VOTERS

Did you know that according to the U.S. census,
approximately 266,000 eighteen year olds become
eligible in to vote in Texas each year.
Unfortunately, if you take the normal registration
rate in Texas of approximately 66% that lowers
this number to approximately 175,000 registered
eighteen year olds in the state. If you have a
normal turnout rate at a presidential election of
approximately 66%, this lowers that number tc
approximately 115,000 eighteen year olds voting
for the president. This means that 43% of eighteen
year olds are voting for PRESIDENT of the United
States while the other 57% sit idly by and watch.

Many young people think that the issues at stake
really don’t affect them. Well, if you think that
the money you make on the job, the hours that
you work, the environment, future housing, crime
and safety, and many other issues don’t affect
your life, then you need not register and vote. But
if they do, then registering and voting is a great
way to help control your future.
)

This past year, all over the world, people have put
their lives on the line for self-government. In this

~ country, where we have the right to vote, only

43% of eligible 18 year olds are willing to stand in
line to vote. Come election day, will you be willing
to stand in line for it?

The United States ends up in the middle of the
pack as far as voter turnout in the top 24 Western
Democracies, behind countries such as Belgium
and Australia which can produce 95% and 94%
turnouts respectively.

Register
&
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QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
ABOUT VOTER REGISTRATION

How can I register to vote?

You send in a voter registration application
to your local Voter Registrar. These
epplications can be acquired at many local
businesses, convenience stores, grocery
stores or you can call the secretary of state’s
office toll free at (800) 252-VOTE (252-
8683). There is an example of a. voter
registration card on the back of this
brochure.

How old do I have to be to vote in Texas?
You must be 18 years old the day of the
election to be eligible to vote in that election.

How much does it cost to register to vote in
Texas?

There is no charge to register and vote. The
registration forms are pre-paid postage by
the state of Texas.

How many days before an election must I
register to be eligible to vote?

Your voter registration application must be
postmarked 30 days prior to any election in
which you want to vote.

Where do I vote?

Check your local paper in the weeks
preceding the election for lists of polling
places. You con also call your county clerk
Jor specific information.

What is early voting?

Early voting is a method of casting your
ballot before an election if you are unable to
go to your polling place on election day.
There are two ways to vote early:

(1) by personal appearance; and (2) by mail.
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Can I vote early by personal appearance?

Yes. If you are a registered voter, you may
vote under Texas’ "no excuse” law, which
permits you to cast your ballot prior to
election day. Call your local county clerk for
early dates and hours.

Where can I get an early by mail ballot?
You need to fill out an application for a
ballot. These can be obtained from your
county clerk or directly from the Secretary of
State’s Office at (800) 252-8683.

If I am going to college should I register in
my hometown or in my college town?
If you want to journey home or vote early,
you can keep your registration in your
hometown. However, if you wish, you can
register to vole at your new residence.

If I don’t know about a candidate or the
candidate’s views, should I vote?

You should take the time to find out what
the candidate’s major platformn points are.
What if he or she is very much for
something you are against? If you don’t
vote, you let someone else make your
decisions for you.

One vote really doesn’t matter anyway,
does it?

This is not true. The state of Texas was
admitied to the Union by one vole in a
Congressional Vote in 1845. There are
numerous other examples where one vote
literally made the difference, never assume
an election is going to go one way or the
other.




IMPORTANT GENERAL
ELECTION DATES

For further information on voter registration,
please contact the Elections Division of the
Secretary of State’s Office toll-free at
1-800-252-VOTE (8683) or your local voter
registrar.

The upcoming Nov. 3 presidential election
promises to be one of the most exciting and
interesting in recent years. The following is a list
of important election-related dates and deadlines.

September 4--Last day write-in candidates may file
their declaration of write-in candidacy.

September 4--First day to submit an application
for an early ballot by mail to the early voting
clerk (county clerk).

October 4--Last day citizens may register to vote
in the Nov. 6 general election.

October 5--An application for voter registration
that is submitted by mail is timely if it is
postmarked by this date,

October 14--First day of early voting by personal
appearance.

October 27--Last day that the early voting clerk
(county clerk) may receive an application for an
early ballot by mail.

October 30--Last day of early voting by personal
appearance.

November 3--GENERAL ELECTION

The dreams we share can all come true. The
future of Texas is up to you.

' Vote ’92.
Every One Matters.



VOTER REGISTRATION APPLICATION (SOLICITUD PAZA REGISTRO DE POTANTE)
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VOTER REGISTRATION APPLICATION

1. Name: Applicants must give their full lega! name--no initials
please. A married woman may not use her husband's first name in
place of her own.

2, Sex: The sex should be indicated because many times it is
difficult to determine whether the applicant is male or female by his
or her given name.

3. Date of Birth: The date of birth blanks must be properly filled
in with the applicant’s month, day, and year of birth. Merely
indicating that they are over 18 will not be acceptable.

4. Place of Birth: Section 13.002(c), amended by House Bill 613
requires & place of birth on the application.

da. Please explain to the applicant that, if they were born in a
foreign country, not born to American parents, or were otherwise
not entitled to U8, citizenship at birth, they must also provide their
count of naturalization.

5. County and Address of Former Residence: Applicants must
indicate if they were formerly registered in another Texas county so
that their previous registration will be canceled.

6. Residence Address (or Description of or Physical Location if
no Street Address): The applicant’s county street address must he
provided in this space. Lack of zip code does not invalidate the
application.

6a. If the applicant cannot receive mail at the above address, then
a description of the physical location of the residence is required,
e.g., two miles west of Dripping Springs on Hwy. 290.

7,8, and 9. Social Security Number, Telephone Number, and
Texas Driver's License or Personal 1.D. Number: Although this
information is optional, it is important because it is used to
accurately maintain the voter registration records.

10. Signature: A signature is required on all applications to make
them valid. A husband, wife, mother, father, son, or daughter may
act as an agent to register one another. If someone is unable to sign
the application, you may have them mark the application, and their
mark must be witnessed.



