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IRFOlUIATIOR TO USERS 

These statute sections are published by the State Elections Board 
pursuant to s.7.08(4), Wis. Stats. The Elections Board encourages 
individuals, candidates, and election officials with questions 
concerning the administration of the election and campaign laws to 
contact the Board offices at (608) 266-8005. 

The statute sections shown in this material have been generated 
from the original database of the 1991-92 Wisconsin Statutes, but 
may not be an exact duplication. Please refer to the 1991-92 
Wisconsin Statutes for the official text • 
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GENERAL PROVISIONS 
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SUBCHAPTER I 

GENERAL PROVISIONS 

5.01 Scope. (1) CONSTRUcnON OP CHS. S TO 12. Excepl .. 
olherwise provided. cha. S 10 12 shall be construed to give 
effect to the will orlhe electors. irlhat can be ascertained rrom 
Ihe proceedings. nOlwithatanding inrormalily or railure to 
rully comply with some or their provisions. 

(2) GENERAL PROVISIONS OF I!LI!CTION LAWS APPLY. The 
general provisions or cha. S to 12 apply to all elections. 

(3) PLuaAUTY SHALL ELECT. (a) Except .. provided in par. 
(b). in every election to choose any oW,"r. each elector has 
one Vole ror each office unless clearly indicated otherwise. 
The person receiving the greatest number or legal Votes ror 
the office shall be declared elected. and the canvassers shall so 
delermine and certiry. 

(b) In an election to till a nonpartisan state office. ir no 
names are certified to appear on the ballot. no person may be 
declared eleeled. 

(4) Tm VOll!. (a) IC2 or more candidates ror the same office 
receive Ihe grealest. but equal number or votes. the winner 
shall be chosen by lot in the presence or Ihe board or 
canvassers charged with the responsibility to determine the 
election. except .. provided in s. 8.17 (4) (b). 

(b) Ir. in a primary. 2 or more candidates receive an equal 
bul not the greatest number or votes so that only one orlhose 
candidates with equal votes may advance to the final election, 
the choice shall similarly be made by drawing lots. 

(c) The candidates may. ir all those tied ror the same office 
are present, draw for themselves. Upon refusal or absence of 
any orthe candidates. the board or canvassers shall appoint a 
competent person to draw. and upon the results declare and 
certiry the winner. 

5.62 
5.64 
5.6S 
5.66 
5.61 
s.n 

5.76 
5.77 
5.7' 
5.79 
5.80 
5.11 
5.12 
5.ll 
5 .... 
5.15 
5.86 
5.17 
5.1' 
5.90 
5.91 
5.92 
5 .. 3 
5.94 
5.95 

Soptcm ..... primai)' balloU. 
GenenI ekction balloU. 
Special Rfcmadum ballou. 
NombeT ol ballota. 
CortofclcclWnL 
Con«tinl ballot errors. 

SUBCHAPTER HI 
ELECl"RONIC VOTING SYSTEMS 

Adoption, apn1lhC'ftlation Of dilCOlltinuance 0( 1)'Itcms. 
Applabie pi"oo:coI=o. 
VOlin, boot .... 
InstnlCtion 01 cleeton. 
Ocmon$tl'ldor electronie yotinll)'ltem. 
Ballot information; arnnsemcnt; absentee ballota. 
Writewin baIIou.. 
Preparation for ax of VOlin, deYices; comparison 01 tallob. 
Tcstinl of equipment; c:ustody 01 propama and baJlou. 
Receivinl. countin .. laUyina and rc:tvm 01 ballot&. 
Proc:cedinp at entral countinliocation. 
Tabulatina YOtcI. 
OfTlICiaJ mum. 
R""""'IL 
Requisites for approval of bal1ou. cIC'viccI and equipment. 
Bond may be required. 
Administration. 
Sample baD .. labeb ...s canis; publQtion. 
Elector inrormation. 

(d) Ir a question is submined to lhe electors and an equal 
number or votes are cast ror and against adoption. lhe 
question fails adoption. 

(5) EU!C77ON OF GOVERNOR AND LII!U11!NANT GOVERNOR. (a) 
In every general election to choose the governor and the 
lieutenant governor, each elector shall have a single vote 
applicable to both offices. The peraons receiving the greatest 
number or legal voles casl jointly ror them ror governor and 
lieulenant governor shall be declared elected, and the can­
vassera shall so determine and certiry. 

(h) In case 2 or more slates have an equal and the highest 
number of votes for governor and lieutenant governor, the 2 
houses or the legislature shall al the nexl annual .... ion 
choose by joint ballot one orlhe slates so having an equal and 
the highest number of votes for governor and lieutenant 
governor. 

His&Dry: 1979 c.l9: 1913 L 414; 19" L lCM. 
Where there is substantial compliance with. but a ckYialion I'tom a provi. 

Don in an elr:ction statute, thr:rcby pvinJ rile to the question of whether the 
requirement is dim:tory or mandatory. the supmnc court. in a IonJline 01 
cues has consistently construed the provision as directory in kccpinl with (I). 
which requires that the election IaWl shan be 10 amstrucd as to si~ ctTed to 
the will ofthc cleeton. Lanser y. Koconi .. 62 W (ld) 16, 214 NW (ld) 42'. 

When: ... " or rcJistemS YOten were denied ballots in election to mn~ 
county IC'&l. clcdkln .... tel aside even thoulh outcome probably wu not 
.-..... Nally •. Tollanole<. 100 w (201) 490. 302 NW (lAI) 440 (I"I~ 

5.02 Dennlllonl. In cha. S to 12. unle .. the conlexl requires 
otherwise: 

(1) "Automatic tabulaling equipment" means apparatus 
which automatically examines and counts votes recorded on 
ballots or voting machines and tabulates the results. 

(le) "Ballot" means a tabulating card. ballot label. sheet or 
paper or envelope on which votes are recorded. The tenn also 
includes a sheel or card. filmstrip or other device listing or 
containing inronnation relative to offices, candidates and 
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referenda which is placed. projecled or composed on Ihe 
board or screen inside a voting machine. 

(1m) "Ballol label" means Ihe page. card or malerial 
containing the names of offices and candidates or referenda 
to be voted on, which is placed on a voting device. The term 
does nol include a Slicker applied 10 baliolS 10 fill a vacancy in 
a nomination. 

(1q) "Block" means an area which is lhe smallesl geo­
graphic area used by Ihe U.S. bureau of Ibe census for dala 
collection and tabulation. 

(11) "Board" means Ihe eleclions board. 
(2) "Counly clerk" includes Ihe execulive direclor of Ihe 

county board of election commissioners and their authorized 
representatives. 

(3) "Educalional officer" means Ihe slale superinlendenl 
and school board members. 

13m) "Elecled official" means an individual who is elecled 
to a national, statc or local office. 

(4) "Eleclion" means every public primary and eleclion. 
(4c) "Election district" means a municipality that is not 

divided inlo wards, excepl as olherwise provided in s. 8.17( I) 
(b). 

(4.) "Election official" means an individual who is 
charged wilh anydUlies relaling 10 Iheconducl of an eleclion. 

(4m) "Electronic voting system" means a system in which 
voles are recorded on ballols. and Ihe VOles are subsequenUy 
counled and labulaled by aUlomalic labulaling equipmenl. 
The term also includes a voting machine on which votes are 
recorded and labulaled by eleclronic means. 

(5) "General election" means Ihe eleclion held in even­
numbered years on Ihe Tuesday aner Ihe firsl Monday in 
November 10 elecl Uniled SlaleS senalors. represenlalives in 
congress. presidential electors. state senators, representatives 
10 Ihe assembly. dislriCI allorneys. slale officers olher Ihan 
the state superintendent and judicial officers, and county 
otracers other than supervisors and county executives. 

(6) "Governing body" means Ihe common council of a 
cily. board of supervisors ora lown or board oflruslees of a 
village. 

(7) "Judge" means a court of appeals judge or ajudge ofa 
circuit court. 

(8) "Jwtice" means a justice of the supreme court. 
(8m) "Labor organizalion" means any employe organiza­

tion in which employes participate and which exists primarily 
for Ihe purpose of engaging in colleclive bargaining wilh any 
employer concerning grievances. labor dispules. wages. hours 
or conditions of employment, or the promotion and advance­
ment of the professional or occupational standards and the 
welfare of its members and families and any organization 
eslablished for Ihe same purposes composed of individuals or 
affiliates of any such employe organization. 

(9) "Local office" means any elective office other than a 
state or national office. 

(10) "Municipal clerk" means Ihe cily clerk. lown clerk. 
village clerk and the executive director of the city election 
commission and their authorized representatives. Where 8P"' 
plicable. "municipal clerk" also includes Ihe clerk of a school 
dislricl. 

(11) "Municipalily" means cily. lown or village. 
(12) "Nalional office" means Ihe offices of presidenl and 

vice presidenl of Ihe Uniled Slales. U.S. senalor and U.S. 
congressman. 

(13) "Political party" or ""party" means a state committee 
regislered under s. 11.05 organized exclusively for polilical 
purposes under whose name candidales appear on a ballol at 
any election, and all county, congressional, legislative, local 

and olher affilialed commillees aUlhorized 10 operale under 
Ihe same name. For purposes of ch. II. Ihe lerm does not 
include a legislative campaign committee or a committee 
filing an oalh under s. 11.06 (7). 

(14) "Polilisl" means Ihelisl which is compiled by election 
officials on election day showing the names and addresses of 
electors who actually cast votes in an election. 

(15) "Polling place" means Ihe aclual localion wherein Ihe 
elector's vote is cast. 

(16) "Primary" means a primary election. 
(16m) "Recognized polilical party" means a political party 

which qualifies for a separale ballol or column under s. 5.62 
(I) (b) or (2). 

(1&,) "Referendum" means an eleclion al which an advi­
sory. validaling or ralifying queslion is submilled 10 Ihe 
electorate. 

(17) "Regislralion lisl" means lhe lisl ofeleclors who are 
properly regislered 10 vole in municipalilies in which regislra­
tion is required. 

(18) "Seplember primary" means lhe primary held Ihe 2nd 
Tuesday in Seplember 10 nominate candidales 10 be vOled for 
at the general election. and to detennine which candidates for 
state offices other than district attorney may partiCipate in the 
Wisconsin election campaign fund. 

(19) "Special eleclion" means any eleclion. olher Ihan 
Ihose described in subs. (S). (18). (21) and (22), 10 fill 
vacancies or to conduct a referendum. 

(20) "Special primary" means Ihe primary held 4 weeks 
before Ihe specialeleclion excepl when lhe specialeleclion is 
held on lhe same day as Ihe general eleclion lhe special 
primary shall be held on Ihe same day as Ihe general primary 
or if lhe special eleclion is held concurrenlly wilh Ihe spring 
eleclion. Ihe primary shall be held concurrenlly wilh Ihe 
spring primary. 

(ZOg) "Special purpose dislrict" means any local govern­
mental unit other than a county or municipality. 

(20r) "Special referendum" means any referendum beld al 
a special eleclion which is not held concurrenlly wilh the 
eleclions described in sub. (5). (18). (21) or (22). 

(21) "Spring eleclion" means Ihe eleclion held on Ihe firsl 
Tuesday in April 10 elecl judicial. educalional and municipal 
officers. nonpartisan county officers. sewerage commission­
ers and 10 express preferences for Ihe person 10 be Ihe 
presidenlial candidale for each party. 

(22) "Spring primary" means Ihe nonparlisan primary 
held Ihe 3rd Tuesday in February 10 nominale candidales 10 
be vOled for allhe spring eleclion. 

(23) "Slale office" means Ihe offices of governor. lieuten­
ant governor, secretary of state, state treasurer. attorney 
general. state superintendent of public instruction. justice of 
Ihe supreme court. courl of appeals judge. circuil courljudge. 
state senator. state representative to the assembly and district 
allorney. 

(24) "Slate superinlendenl" means Ihe slale superinlend­
ent of public instruction. 

(2411) "Voling device" means an apparalus olher Ihan a 
voting machine which the elector uses to record his or her 
voles on a ballol. 

(24r) "Voting machine" means a machine which serves in 
lieu of a vOling boolh and which mechanically or eleclroni­
cally records Ihe voles casl by eleclors. who depress levers or 
bUllons localed noxllo Ihe choices lisled on a ballollo casl 
their votes. 

(25) "Ward" means a 10wn. village or cilY subdivision 
crealed for Ihe convenience of the eleclors Iherein and lo 
facilitate the division of such municipalities into election 
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districts of substantially equal population numbers along 
common boundaries observing the community of interest of 
existing neighborhoods and other settlements. 

Hiltorr: 1971 c. 211; 1971 c.)()4 u. :z. 29 (2); 1973 c. 210. 334: 1915 c. 93; 
1977c. 101.117. 394; 1977c."27II. )to '4; 1977c, ,"9; 1979c. 32, 89, 221; 
1979c. 26011. 1m, 73 to 7S; 1979c. 311, 328; 1981 Co ... 391; 1981a. ~ II. S. Sc. 
124m, 128: 19U .. 303; 19I5a.304u.lm.2, ISS; 1987 a. 391 II. 1 to lr.66w; 
1919 L 31; 1991 •. S. 

5.05 ElectloNl board; powers encl duUe •• (1) GI!NI!RAL 
AUTHORITY. The elections board shall have the responsibility 
for the administration of cbs. S to 12 and other laws relating 
to elections and election campaigns. Pursuant to such respon· 
sibility. the board may: 

(a) Employ an executive director outside the classified 
service and employ legal counsel. The executive director shall 
serve as the chief election officer for this state. 

(b) In the discharge of its duties and upon notice to the 
party or parties being investigated, subpoena and bring 
before it any person in the state and roquire the production of 
any papers. books or other records relevant to an investiga· 
tion. A circuil court may by order pennit the inspection and 
copying of the accounts and the depositor's and loan records 
at any financial institution as defined in s. 705.01 (3) doing 
business in the state to obtain evidence of any violation of ch. 
II upon showing by the board of probable cause to believe 
there is a violation and that such accounts and records may 
have a substantial relation to the violation. In the discharge 
of its duties. the board may cause the deposition of witnesses 
to be taken in the manner prescribed for taking depositions in 
civil actions in circuit court. 

(c) Bring civil actions to require forfeitures for any viola· 
tion of ch. II under s. 11.60. Forfeiture actions brought by 
the board may concern only violations with respect to reports 
or statements roquired by law to be filed with it. and other 
violations arising under elections for state office or statewide 
referenda. The board may compromise and settle any civil 
action or potential action brought or authorized to be 
brought by it under ch. II which. in the opinion of the board, 
constitutes a minor violation. a violation caused by excusable 
neglect. or which for other good cause shown. should not in 
the public interest be prosecuted under such chapter. Not­
withstanding s. 778.06, an action or proposed action autho-­
rized under this paragraph may be settled for such sum as 
may be agreed between the parties. Any settlement made by 
the board shall be in such amount as to deprive the alleged 
violator of any benefit of his or her wrongdoing and may 
contain a penal component to serve as a deterrent to future 
violations. In settling actions or proposed actions, the board 
shall treat comparable situations in a comparable manner 
and shall assure that any settlement bears a reasonable 
relationship to the severity of the ofTense or alleged ofTense. 
Forfeiture actions brought by the board shall be brought in 
the circuit coun for the county wherein the violation is 
alleged to occur. 

(d) Sue for injunctive relief. a writ of mandamus or 
prohibition. or other such legal or equitable relief as may be 
appropriate to enforce any law regulating the conduct of 
elections or election campaigns or ensure its proper adminis-­
tration. No bond is required in such actions. Actions shall be 
brought in circuit court for the county where a violation 
occurs or may o~r. 

(e) Delegate to its executive director the authority to issue a 
subpoena under par. (b). apply for a search warrant under 
par. (b). commence an action under par. (d), intervene in an 
action or proceeding under sub. (9). issue an order under s. 
S.06. exempt a polling place from aa:essibility requirements 
under s. 5.25 (4) (a). exempt a municipality from the require· 
ment to usc voting machines or an electronic voting system 

uncler s. 5.40 (Sm) or authorize nonappointment of an 
individual who is nominated to serve as an election official 
under s. 7.30 (4) (e). subject to such limitations as the board 
deems appropriate. 

(f) Promulgate rules under ch. 227 applicable to all juris· 
dictions for the purpose of interpreting or implementing the 
laws regulating the conduct of elections or election cam· 
paigns or ensuring their proper administration. 

(2) AUDIT1NO. In addition to the facial examination of 
reports and statements required under s. 11.21 (13), the board 
shall conduct an audit of reports and statements which are 
roquired to be filed with it to detennine whether violations of 
ch. I I have occurred. The board may examine records 
relating to matters required to be treated in such reports and 
statements. The board shall make official note in the file of a 
candidate. committee. group or individual under ch. II of 
any error or other discrepancy which the board discovers and 
shall inform the person submitting the report or statement. 

(3) INVI'.S1loAnoNS. (a) The board shall upon complaint by 
any person or on its own motion investigate violations of the 
elections laws and shall notify the district attorncy of the 
proper county, the attorney general or the governor where 
appropriate under s. ".60 (4) or 11.61 (2) of any facts within 
its knowledge or evidence in its possession which may be 
grounds for civil action or criminal prosecution. 

(b) In any case in which the board refers infonnation 
relating to an apparent violation of this section. the district 
attorney. attorney general. or any special counsel appointed 
under s. 14.11 (2) shall respond by report to the board with 
respect to any action taken regarding such apparent viola­
tion. The report shall be transmitted no later than 40 days 
aner the date of the referral. If the matter is not disposed of 
during such period. the board shall receive a further report at 
the close of every 3()'day period until the time of final 
disposition. 

(c) No investigation is required of any petition or co .... 
plaint which is not verified. The board may summarily 
dismiss any complaint which it finds to be without merit. 

(4) EWPlDY1!S. All employes of the board shall be 
nonpartisan. 

(5) BII!NNIAL REPORT. Notwithstanding s. 15.04 (I)(d). the 
board shall file its biennial report roquired by that paragraph 
on or before June 30 of each odd·numbered year. covering 
the biennium ending on the previous December 31. The 
board may include any infonnation compiled uncler s. 11.21 
(7) in such report. 

(6) FORMAL OPINIONS. Any interested person may make 
written request to the board to issue a formal opinion with 
respect to the person's authority or responsibilities underchs. 
5 to 12. The board shall within IS days advise the person 
requesting an opinion whether or not a formal opinion will be 
issued. If a fonnal opinion will be issued, it shall be issued 
within 30 days ofthe request. No person acting in good faith 
upon a fonnal opinion issued to the person by the board shall 
be subject to civil or criminal prosecution for so acting. if the 
material facts are as stated in the opinion request. Nothing in 
this subsection requires the issuance of an opinion by the 
board. nor precludes it from issuing an opinion or ruling in 
any other manner. 

(7) AOMTNISTRA TIVB MEETINGS AND CONFElU!NC2S. The 
board shall conduct regular information and training meet .. 
ings at various locations in the state for county and municipal 
clerks and other election officials. Administrative meetings 
shall be designed to explain the election laws and the fonns 
and rules orthe board. to promote uniform procedures and to 
assure that clerks and other officials are made aware of the 
integrity and importance of tbe vote of each citizen. The 
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board may conduct conferences relating to election laws, 
practice and procedure. The board may charge persons 
attending the administrative meetings and conferences for its 
costs incurred in conducting the meetings and conferences at 
a rate not exceeding the per capita cost incurred by the board. 

(9) STANDINO. The board has standing to commence or 
intervene in an action or proceeding for the purpose of 
enforcing the laws regulating the conduct of elections or 
election campaigns or ensuring their proper administration. 
If the board delegates authority to the executive director 
under sub. (I)(e) to act in its stead, the executive director has 
standing to commencc or intervene in such an action or 
proceeding. 

HiItory: 1973 c. 3).4; 1975 Co as. 93, 199; 1m Co 29; 1977 Co 196 L 131; 
1977 c. 418, 4n. 447; 1979 Co 32 L 92 (8); .979c. 89, 1",,328; 1983 L 27. 4I<t. 
524.531; 1985 L 303; 1985 L 304 a. 3, ISS: 1989 L 31.192. 

Notirlcation to district altorney. attorney seneral or ,OYeI'IIor is not pre­
requisite to av;! rodtiture under (1) (el: nOliration pursuant to (3) is reqUIred 
only u sptdrKd by 11.60 (4) or 11.61 (2). State Ekctionl Board Y. Hales. 1.9 
w (2<1) 306. "6 NW (2d) 579 (C'1. App. 1989~ 

5.06 Compliance ,.vlaw; appeal. (1) Whenever any elector 
of a jurisdiction or district served by an election official 
believes that a decision or action of the official or the failure 
of the official to act with respect to any matter concerning 
nominations. qualifications of candidates, voting qualifica­
tions, including residence. ward division and numbering, 
recall, ballot preparation. election administration or conduct 
of elections is contrary to law, or the official has abused the 
discretion vested in him or her by law with respect to any such 
matter. the elector may file a written sworn complaint with 
the board requesting that the official be required to conform 
his or her conduct to the law, be restrained from taking any 
action inconsistent with the law or be required to correct any 
action or decision inconsistent with tbe law or any abuse of 
the discretion vested in him or her by law. The complaint shall 
set forth such facts as are within the knowledge of the 
complainant to sbow probable cause to believe that a viola­
tion of law or abuse of discretion has occurred or will occur. 
The complaint may be accompanied by relevant supporting 
documents. The board may conduct a hearing on the matter 
in the manner prescribed for treatment of contested cases 
under ch. 227 if it believes such action to be appropriate. 

(2) No person who is authorized to file a complaint under 
sub. (I), other than the attorney general or adistrict attorney, 
may commence an action or proceeding to test the validity of 
any decision. action or failure to act on the part of any 
election official with respect to any matter specified in sub. (I) 
without first filing a complaint under sub. (I), nor prior to 
disposition of the complaint by the board. A complaint is 
deemed disposed of if the board fails to transmit an acknowl­
edgment of receipt of the complaint within S business days 
from the date of its receipt or if the board concludes its 
investigation without a formal decision. 

(3) A complaint under this section shall be filed promptly 
so as not to prejudice the rights of any other party. Tn no case 
maya complaint relating to nominations. qualifications of 
candidates or ballot preparation be filed later than 10 days 
afier the complainant knew or should have known that a 
violation of law or abuse of discretion occurred or was 
proposed to occur. 

(4) The board may, on its own motion, investigate and 
detennine whether any election official, with respect to any 
matter concerning nominations. qualifICations of candidates. 
voting qualifications. including residence. ward division and 
numbering. recall, ballot preparation, election administra­
tion or conduct of elections, has failed to comply with the law 
or abused the discretion vested in him or her by law or 
proposes to do so. 

(5) Upon receipt ofacomplaint under sub. (I), or upon its 
own motion, the board may order any election official to 
immediately transfer to its possession any original documents 
in the custody of the official which the board finds to be 
necessary and relevant to permit review of compliance with 
the laws concerning nominations, qualifications of candi­
dates, ward division and numbering, recall or ballot prepara­
tion or the proper administration of such laws. 

(6) The board may, aller such investigation as it deems 
appropriate, summarily decide the matter before it and, by 
order, require any election official to conform bis or ber 
conduct to the law, restrain an official from taking any action 
inconsistent with the law or require an official to correct any 
action or decision inconsistent with the law. The board shall 
immediately transmit a copy of the order to the official. An 
order issued under this subsection is effective immediately or 
at such later time as may be specified in the order. 

(7) The board may withdraw, modify or correct an order 
issued under sub. (6) wi(hin a timely period if it finds such 
action to be appropriate. 

(8) Any election official or complainant who is aggrieved 
by an order issued under sub. (6) may appeal the decision of 
the board to circuit court for tbe county where the official 
conducts business or the complainant resides no later than 30 
days after issuance of the order. Pendency of an appeal does 
not stay the effect of an order unless the court so orders. 

(9) The court may not conduct a de novo proceeding with 
respect to any findings of fact or factual matters upon which 
the board has made a determination, or could have made a 
determination if the parties had properly presented the dis­
puted matters to the board for its consideration. The court 
shall summarily hear and determine all contested issues of 
law and shall affirm, reverse or modify the determination of 
the board, according due weight to the experience, technical 
competence and specialized knowledge of the board, pursu­
ant to the applicable standards for review of agency decisions 
under s. 227.S7. 

(10) This section does not apply to matters arising in 
connection with a recount under s. 9.0 I. 

HidDtT: 1913 L .... ; 191' L 182'.51; 1915 L 30<1; 1919 L 192. 

5.07 Action to compel compliance. Whenever a violation 
of the laws regulating the conduct of elections or election 
campaigns occurs or is proposed to occur, the attorney 
general or the district attorney of the county where the 
violation occurs or is proposed to occur may sue for injunc­
tive relief, a writ of mandamus or prohibition. or other such 
legal or equitable relief as may be appropriate to compel 
compliance with the law. No bond is required in such actions. 

Hlltory: 1913 c. 33<': 1983 L ..... L 136m: StalL 1913 .. 5.01; 1915 L )eM. 

5.08 PeUllon lor enlorcemenL Any elector may file a 
verified pe(ition alleging such facts as are within his or her 
knowledge to indicate that an election official bas failed or is 
failing to comply with any law regulating the conduct of 
elections or election campaigns or proposes to act in a 
manner inconsistent with such a law, and requesting that an 
action be commenced for injunctive relief, a writ of manda­
mus or prohibition or other such legal or equitable relief as 
may be appropriate to compel compliance with the law. The 
petition shall be filed with the district attorney of the county 
where the violation or proposed action inconsistent with this 
chapter occurs or is proposed to occ:ur. The district attorney 
may then commence the action or dismiss the petition. tfthe 
district attorney declines to act upon the petition or if the 
district attorney fails to act upon the petition within I S days 
of the date of filing, Ibe petitioner may file tbe same petition 
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witb tbe attorney general, wbo may tben commence tbe 
action. 

H .. orr- 1913 •• 414. 

5.081 Petition .or en.orcement a. voting rights. Tbe attor· 
ney general sball accept a verified petition from any person 
alleging failure to comply witb section 2 oftbe federal voting 
rigbts act, 42 USC 1973 (a) and (b). The attorney general may 
commence an action or proceeding in any court of competent 
jurisdiction on behalf of any elector of tbis state wbose rigbts 
under 42 USC 1973 (a) and (b) are violated. 

HIoIooy: 198".312-
NOT£: TIaIIItdIoa. au'" by 1985 W" Act 312 ...... L 1 .r u.t .a. 

ratIdcII ....... dte ftad ........ iaHal"t ftnI .".,. .. atkndoa .. IIIIIrkt 
~ ....... rcOcd .. ,. .. doD ct-ps Wtodl'W • tbe 1990 Wen'" 
...... 1 ...... 

5.085 Elections advtsory counell. (1) The elections advi· 
sory council shall promote communication and cooperation 
between local election officials and tbe board and sball 
attempt to assure uniform. equitable and efficient procedures 
in the administration of the law, consistent with legislative 
purpose. 

(2) The council sball recommend material to be covered in 
administrative meetings conducted by the board under s. S.OS 
(7) and malee suggestions for improvements in such meetings. 

(3) Before directing the printing. publication or major 
revision of any form, manual or other publication, the board 
shall refer the matter to the council for comments and 
suggestions. 

(4) The council sball recommend technical revisions and 
procedural improvements in the law and its administration 
for the consideration of the board. Any recommendations 
wbicb require legislative action sball, upon approval by tbe 
board, be forwarded to tbe legislature for consideration. 

HIItorr- 1915 c. 85; 19n c. "27; 1983 L "'" .. 7s; Stats. 1983 .. 5.015; 
1985L ~. 

5.09 CertlRcatlon 01 document .. Whenever the board is 
authorized or required to make a certification of any docu­
ment in tbe custody of tbe board, and tbe authority to make 
the certification is lawfully delegated to tbe executive direc­
tor. the executive director may. personally or through an 
employe authorized by the director, affix his or her signature 
by means ofa stamp. machine impression, reproduction print 
or similar process. This section does not apply to certificates 
of election. 

Hlltorr. 19n c. 427; 1985 L 304. 

5.10 Pre.ldenUal electors. Althougb tbe names of the 
electors do not appear on the ballot and no reference is made 
to them, a vote for tbe president and vice president named on 
the ballot is a vote for the electors oftbe candidates forwbom 
an elector's vote is cast. Under cbs. S to 12, all references to 
the presidential election, the casting of votes and the canvass­
ing ofvotcs for president. or for president and vice president. 
mean votes for them tbrough their pledged presidential 
electors. 

HiItory: 1973 c. 3304 .. 1; StatJ. 1973 •. 5.10; 1977 c. 26; 1979 c. 89, 311. 

5.15 Division a. municipalities Into ward •. (1) (a) Every 
city, village and town in tbis state sball by its common council 
or village or town board, respectively, be divided into wards 
as provided in this section, except as authorized in sub. (2). 
The boundaries of the wards established under this section, 
and the number assigned to eacb ward, are intended to be as 
permanent as possible. and to this end each ward shall when 
created contain a population at a convenient point within the 
applicable population range under sub. (2) (b), witb due 
consideration for the known trends of population increase or 

decrease witbin tbat part of tbe municipality in wbicb the 
ward is located. Once establisbed, the boundaries of eacb 
ward sball remain unchanged until a furtber decennial federal 
census of population indicates that the population of a ward 
is then above or below the applicable population range or 
until the ward boundaries are required to be cbanged to 
permit creation of supervisory or aldermanic districu of 
substantially equal population or to enbance the participa· 
tion of members of a racial or language minority group in the 
political process and tbeir ability to elect representatives of 
tbeir cboice. If the population of a ward bas increased above 
the maximum of its population range or if the population ofa 
ward must be decreased for a reason specified in this para· 
grapb, the ward sball be divided into 2 or more wards in 
compliance witb sub. (2) (b). Iftbe population ofa ward bas 
decreased below the minimum of its population range or if 
the population of a ward must be increased for a rcason 
specirocd in tbis paragrapb, the ward sball, if possible, be 
combined witb an adjoining ward, or tbe underpopulated 
ward and one adjoining ward shall be combined and together 
subdivided into 2 or more wards in compliance witb sub. (2). 

(b) Except as autborized in sub. (2)(a), witbin 60 days after 
the receipt of a tentative supervisory district plan and written 
statement, if any, from the county board of eacb county in 
wbicb a municipality is located, the governing body of the 
municipality sball adjust its wards according to tbe schedule 
sbown in sub. (2). All territory contained witbin tbe munici· 
pality, and only tbe territory so contained, on August 1 
following tbe year of tbe federal decennial omsus shall be 
contained witbin a ward. El<CCpt as autborized in sub. (2), 
each ward shall consist of whole blocks. To suit the conve­
nience of tbe voters residing tberein eacb ward shall, as rar as 
practicable, be kept compact and ob .. rve tbe community of 
interest of existing neighborhoods and otber settlements. All 
territory witbin a ward sball be contiguous. except for island 
territory as defined in sub. (2) (f) 3. Enactment or adoption of 
a division ordinance or resolution requires the affirmative 
vote of a majority of tbe members of tbe governing body. 

(c) The wards establisbed by municipal governing bodies 
undertbis section on the basis oftbe publisbed results ofeacb 
federal decennial census of population sball govern the 
adjustment of supervisory districts under s. S9.03 (2) (a) and 
(3) (b) and of aldennanic districts under s. 62.08 (1) for the 
purpose oflocal elections beginning on January I of the 2nd 
year commencing aner tbe year of the omsus until revised 
under tbis section on tbe basis of tbe results of the next 
decennial census of population unless adjusted under sub. (2) 
(f) 4, (6) (a) or (7), or unless adjusted, as a matter of statewide 
concern, in tbe enactment of legislative districts under article 
IV, section 3, of tbe constitution on tbe basis of the most 
recent decennial census of population. 

(d) Every ward sball be wbolly contained witbin a single 
county. 

(2) (a) Except as required by par. (d), no city electing its 
common council at large in wbich the total population is less 
tban 1,000, and no village or town in which tbe total 
population is less tban 1,000 is required to be divided into 
wards under tbis section, but any sucb city, village or town 
may divide itself into wards iftbecreation of wards facilitates 
the administration of elections. No village or town located in 
a county baving only one town is required to be divided into 
wards under this section. 

(b) I. In any city in wbicb tbe population is at least I SO,OOO, 
eacb ward shall contain not less than 1,000 nor more tban 
4,000 inbabitants. 
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2. In any city in which the population is atl ... t 39,000 but 
less than 150,000, each ward shall contain not less than 800 
nor more than 3,200 inhabitants. 

3. In any city, villag. or town in which th. population is at 
least 10,000 but less than 39,000, each ward shall contain not 
less than 600 nor more than 2,100 inhabitants. 

4. In any city, village or town in which th. population is 
less than 10,000, .ach ward shall contain not I ... than 300 nor 
mor.than 1,000 inhabitants. 

(bm) Ev.ry city .Iecting th. m.mbers of its common 
council from ald.rmanic districts shall ass.mble th. blocks 
wholly or partially contained within th. city into wards that 
will enable the creation of aldermanic districts that are 
substantially equal in population. 

(c) If th. population of a block .... eds th. maximum 
population for a ward otherwise specified in this subsection. 
such block shall be constituted a ward by itself, .... ptthat if 
the population of a block substantially .... eds th. popula· 
tion of proposed ald.rmanic districts in a city so that, if th. 
block w.re to constitute an ald.rmanic district, th. popula. 
tions of th. aldermanic districts in th. city would not be 
substantially equal, th. city shall divide th. block to permit 
.... mbly into wards that will enabl. creation of ald.rmanic 
districts that are substantially equal in population. 

(ern) Any division of blocks under this section shall be 
based on th. best evid.nce availabl •. In this paragraph, "best 
eviden .... includes, but is notlimit.d to, the population oflh. 
block and other information received from the U.s. bureau of 
the census and such data as number of housing units. utility 
connections and vehicle registrations or a special census 
conducted locally. For each ward so established, th. popula· 
tion estimat. shall be correlated with th. results of th. most 
recent federal decennial census, so thatth. total population 
reported for all wards in th. municipality agrees with the 
census results. 

(d) Ev.ry municipality shall make a good faith .ffort to 
accommodate the tentative plan submitted by the county or 
counties in which it is located unders. 59.03 (2)(a) or (3)(b) I, 
and shall divide itself into wards in such a mann.r that will 
permit the creation of county supervisory districts in accord~ 
~nce with the population requirements for the plan specified 
In s. 59.03 (2) (a) or (3) (b) I. 

(e) Notwithstanding par. (b), ift.rritory is detached from a 
city, village or town an.r adoption of a decennial ward plan, 
and the remaining portion of the ward to which it was 
attached falls below th. prescribed minimum population for 
th. applicabl. rang., the remaining portion ofth. population 
may be constituted a ward by itself. 

(I) Notwithstanding par. (b), any city, villag. or town may 
establish a ward below th. prescribed minimum population 
for the applicable range whenever the proposed ward is 
established und.r par. (a), (d) or (.).or wh.nev.rth. proposed 
ward contains solely: 

I. That part of a city or village situat.d in a county oth.r 
than the county in which the major pan of the municipality is 
located. 

2. That part ofacity, villag. or town belonging to a school 
district other than the school district to which the major part 
of the municipality belongs. 

3. Island territory containing a resident population. Tn this 
subdivision, &&island territory" means territory surrounded by 
water. or noncontiguous territory which is separated by the 
t.rritory of another municipality or by wat.r, or both, from 
th. major part of th. municipality to which it belongs. 

4. New territory which becomes a part of a city, village or 
town aft.r the adoption of a decennial ward plan. 

(g) If a block is affected by an anne.ation or detachment 
which establishes a municipal boundary that subdivides tbe 
block,th. municipalities in which th. block is contained shall 
incorporat. only th. portion of th. block contained within 
their boundaries in their ward plans. 

(4) (a) Th. division ordinance or resolution shall number 
all wards in the municipality in whole numbers in consecutive 
ord.r, beginning with th. number one, shall designate the 
polling place for .ach ward, and shall describe th. boundaries 
of each ward consistent with the conventions set forth in s. 
4.003. TIle ordinance or resolution shall be accompani.d by a 
list of th. block numbers used by th. U.S. bureau of th. 
.. nsus that are wholly or partly contained within each ward, 
with any block numbers partly contained within a ward 
identified, and a map oflh. municipality which illustrates th. 
revised ward boundaries. 

(b) Within 5 days afier adoption or enactm.nt of an 
ordinance or resolution under this section, the municipal 
clerk shall transmit one copy of the ordinance or resolution to 
the county cl.rk of.ach county in which the municipality is 
contained, accompanied by th.list and map specifi.d in par. 
(a). Ifth. population ofth. municipality exceeds 10,OOO,the 
municipal clerk shall furnish on. copy to th. legislativ • 
r.ference bureau at th. sam. time. Each copy shall identify 
the narn. of th. municipality and th. county or counties in 
which it is located. 

(5) When a town is divided into wards, th. annual town 
meeting and special town .Iections shall be held at the first 
ward. 

(S) (a) Following any municipality.wide special f.deral 
census of population, tbe governing body of th. municipality 
in which th. special .. nsus was h.ld may, by ordinance or 
resolution, adjust th. ward boundaries, but no ward line 
adjustment may cross th. boundary of an assembly district. 
The municipal cl.rk shall transmit copies of th. ordinan .. or 
resolution in compliance with sub. (4) (b). 

(b) No lat.r than 60 days before each September primary 
and gen.ral .Iection, and no lat.r than 30 days before .ach 
oth.r election th. governing body of any municipality may by 
resolution combine 2 or more wards for voting purposes to 
facilitate ming a common polling place. Whenever wards are 
so combined, th. original ward numbers shall continue to be 
utilized for all official purposes. Ex .. pt .. oth.rwise autho­
rized under this paragraph, every municipality having a 
population of 50,000 or more, or 35,000 or more an.r Jun. I, 
1996, shall maintain s.parate returns for each ward so 
combined. In municipalities having a population of less than 
50,000, or less than 35,000 an.r Jun. I, 1996,the governing 
body may provide in th. resolution that returns shall be 
maintained only for each group of combined wards at any 
election. Tn municipalities having a population as shown in 
th. 1990 federal decennial census of at least 87,000 but not 
more than 150,000, the gov.rning body may provide in a 
resolution adopted prior to Jun. I, 1996 that groups of not 
more than 2 wards shall use common hallot bo.es and ballots 
or voting machines and that r.turns shall be maintained only 
for each group of combined wards at any.lection h.ld prior 
to Jun. I, 1996. Whenever a gov.rning body provides for 
common ballot bo •• s and ballots or voting machines, sepa· 
rate returns shall be maintained for each separate ballot 
required under ss. 5.62 and 5.64 at th. Sept.mber primary 
and gen.ral.lection. A copy ofth. resolution shall be filed in 
the sam. mann.r as provided in sub. (4) (b). In municipalities 
having a population of I.ss than 50,000, or less than 35,000 
an.r Jun. I, 1996, th. resolution shall remain in .ffect for 
each election until modifi.d or rescinded, or until a new 
division is made under this section. 

• 



• 

• 

• 

7 ELECTIONS - GENERAL PROVISIONS! BALLOT FORM 1.:11 

(7) tr a new town is created or if part of a town is annexed 
to a city or village during a decennial period aner the period 
ror ward adjustments under sub. (I) (b), the town board or 
any town to which territory is attached or from which 
territory is detached. without regard to the time provisions of 
sub. (I)(b), may, by ordinance or resolution, adjust the wards 
in that town. but no ward line adjustment may cross the 
boundary or an assembly district. The town clerk shall 
transmit copies of the ordinance or resolution making the 
adjustment in compliance with sub. (4) (b). 

(a) Until divided, all elections are held in the established 
wards. 

H""'-': 1971 Co 3o.t Do 3 to S. 29 (2); 1977 Co 26, .11 ... n, 449; 1979 Co 
260; 1911 c.41L lto 10, 11; 1911 Co 314: !9Ila.l9, 191."2; 1911a. 484 .. Je. 
174; 1913 •• '38; 1915 •• 3(W .. ' to 10. 12; 1987 •• 391; 1991 .. S. 143, lIS. 

City and county apportionment dill:UUCd. City or JanelYil1c Y. Rock 
c ..... y. t07 w (ld) 117, 319 NW (ld) 191 (Ct. App. 1912). 

Court properly voided att- plan and adopted county'. plan, CVfn thouah 
county d~ nOt adopt plan WIthin 60 daY' or m;civin. CUlSUi data. County or 
La CrO&ll: .... City of La Croac.. 101 W (ld) S6O. 322 NW (lei) Sll (eL App. 
1911). 

5.11 Enforcement of dlylslon requlremenL If any munici· 
pality rails to comply with s. 5.15, the county in which the 
municipality is located or any elector orthe municipality may 
submit to the circuit court ror any county in which the 
municipality is located within 14 days rrom the expiration or 
the 6().day period under s. 5.15 (I) (b) a proposed plan ror the 
division of the municipality into wards in compliance with 
this section. Irthe circuit court findsthat the existing division 
orth. municipality into wards rails to comply with s. 5.15, it 
shall review the plan submitted by the petitioner and aner 
reasonable notice to the municipality may promulgate the 
plan, or any other plan in compliance with s. 5.15, as a 
temporary ward plan for the municipality to remain in effect 
until superseded by a ward plan adopted by the governing 
body in compliance with s. 5.1 S. 

H .. ory; 198' •. 304 •. 9,11.12. 

5.25 Polling pia .... (1) All elections underchs. 5 to 12 shall 
be held at the polling places provided in this section. So rar as 
practicable, the places chosen shall be public buildings. 

(2) In cities over 500,000 population, polling shall be at the 
places established by the board or election commissioners. In 
all other cities and in villages and towns, polling shall be at 
the places established by the governing body. 

(3) Polling places shall be established ror each September 
primary and general election at least 60 days berore the 
election, and ror each other election at least 30 days berore the 
election. 

(4) (a) Each polling place shall be accessible to elderly and 
handicapped individuals. 

(b) The executive director or the board shall transmit a 
copy or each report concerning accessibility or polling places 
under 42 USC 1973 .. ·1 (c) (I) to thechierclerk oreach house 
orthelegislature ror distribution to the appropriate standing 
committees under s. 13.172 (3). 

(c) The board may exempt a polling place rrom the 
requirement of par. (a> in accordance with guidelines pre­
scribed by rule or the board. 

(S) (a) Except as authorized in par. (b), all electors within a 
ward shall vote at the same polling place. 

(b) The municipal clerk or board orelection commissioners 
or a municipality in which an elderly or handicapped elector 
resides may reassign the elector to a polling place within the 
municipality other than the polling place serving the elector's 
residence in order to pennit the elector to utilize a polling 
place that is accessible to elderly or handicapped individuals. 

(c) The electors or more than one ward in the same 
municipality may vote at a single polling place. 

HIIIDI'J: 197'c.275: 1971 c. 427: 1979 c.19: 1913 .. 532; 198' •• »1.332; 
1987 .. 391: 1919 .. 192. 

5.35 Polling place ,aqulram.nla, (1) NAnONAL PLAO. On 
election days, every polling place shall properly display the 
national nag during all hours the polls are open. 

(2) VOnNO 80011IS. There shall be one voting booth ror 
every 200 electors who voted at the last general election. The 
booths shall have a surrace on which to write or work and be 
sufficiently enclosed to assure privacy ror the elector and 
anyonelawrully assisting the elector while marking or punch­
ing the elector's ballot. 

(3) BALLOT BOXES. Where the voting procedure makes it 
necessary, there shall be a separate ballot box ror each ronn 
or ballot at each polling place. There shall be a suitable lock 
and key ror each, and an opening no larger than is sufficient 
to receive a single ballot or a single rolded ballot ir the box is 
used ror deposit or paper ballots. Irthe electors or more than 
one ward usc the same polling place. there shall be separate 
ballot boxes provided ror the electors or each ward. unless 
combined ballot boxes are authorized in aa:ordance wilh s. 
5.15 (6) (b). 

(4) LAYOUT; OROANlZAnON. All voting booths and mao 
chines shall be placed apart rrom other activities in the polling 
place, with their exteriors in rull view orthe election officials. 
Only the proper election officials, observe ... persons assisting 
voters under s. 6.82 (2) and electors receiving. preparing or 
depositing their ballots or casting their votes on the machines 
are permitted in the voting area. Except where assistance is 
authorized. only oneelec:tor at a time is permitted in a voting 
booth or machine. 

(S) AcnvtTtI!S RIlSTIUCT1!D. No polling place may be situ· 
ated 80 as to interfere wilh or distract election officials rrom 
carrying out their duties. The municipal clerk and election 
inspectors shall prevent interference with and distraction or 
electors at polling places. 

(6) PosnNo RI!QIlI1II!MI!NT. (a) At each polling place in the 
state, the municipal clerk or board of election commissioner. 
shall post the rollowing materials, positioned 80 that they 
may be readily observed by electors entering the polling place 
or waiting in line to vote: 

I. The relevant portions orthe voting instructions in the 
type B notice ror the election as specified in s. 10.02 (3) and, 
ror each rererendum on the ballot, the text or the type C 
nolice specified in s. 10.01 (2) (c). 

2. A copyorthe election rraud laws provided in s. 12.13 (I) 
and (3) (intro), (d), (I), (g), (k), (L), (0), (q), (r),(U), (v) and (x), 
together with the applicable penalties provided in s. 12.60 (I). 

3. Two sample ballots prepared under s. 5.66 (2). 
4. At each presidential election where an electronic voting 

system or voting machines are used. a notice advising electors 
who wish to vote ror all the candidates or one recognized 
political party that they must cast a separate ballot ror the 
offices or president and vice president. 

S. Any other voting inronnation directed to be posted by 
the board. 

(b) At each polling place in the state where an electronic 
voting system is utilized at a partisan primary election 
incorporating a ballot upon which electors may mark or 
punch votes ror candidates or more Ihan one recognized 
political party or ror candidates or a recognized political 
party and independent candidates, the municipal clerk or 
board or election commissioners shall prominently post a sign 
in the ronn prescribed by the board warning elector. in 
substance that on any ballot with votes cast ror candidates or 
more than one recognized political party or any ballot with 
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votes cast for candidates of a recognized political party and 
independent candidates. no votes cast for any candidates for 
partisan office will be counted unless a preference for a party 
or for the independent candidates is made. If the elector 
designates a preference. only voles cast for candidates or that 
preference will be counted. 
H~ 19"c. as. 199; 19nc. 4n; 1979.:. 260,311,3"; 1911 Co ... 20; 

1983 L 4U; 198' L 304. 

5.37 Voting machine requirement.. (1) Voting macbines 
sball give every eloctor a reasonable opportunity to vote for 
any person for any office and on any proposition the elector is 
entitled to vote on, assure privacy to the elector so no onc will 
know bow tbe eloctor is voting or bas votod, preclude the 
electors from voting for persons or propositions upon which 
they arc not entitled to vote and from voting more than once 
for the same office or on the same proposition. Voiing 
macbines shall be constructod to lock so they cannot be 
manipulatod, tamperod with, or show the number of votes 
registered for any candidate or proposition while voting is in 
progress. The machines shall provide a method for e\octors to 
vote a straight party ticket, sball permit voting a split ticket 
and sball record each vote cast. 

(2) When 2 or more wards or aldermanic districts are 
joinod to use a voting machine, under s. 5.1 5 (6) (b), the 
machine sball be constructod to allow the eloctors to vote for 
all nominated candidates and issues for their aldermanic 
district or ward, but for no other. 

(3) For presidentialeloctors one device shall be providod to 
vote for all of one party's eloctoral candidates at the same 
time. The device shall be opposite or adjacent to the ballot 
containing the names of the party's candidates for president 
and vice president. 

(4) Voting machines may be used at primary eloctions 
when tbey comply with subs. (I) and (2) and tbe following 
provisions: All candidates' names entitlod to appear on the 
ballots at the primary shall appear on the macbine; the eloctor 
cannot vote for candidates of more than one party. whenever 
the restriction applies, and an elector who votes for candi­
dates of any party may not vote for independent candidates at 
the September primary; tbe elector may secretly select the 
party for which he or she wishes to vote, or the independent 
candidates in the case of the September primary; the elector 
may vote for as many candidates for each office as he or she is 
lawfully entitled to vote for, but no more. 

(5) Polling places may bave more than one voting machine. 
H"'-r- 1971 c. 304 ~ 29 (I), (2); 1977 c. 107,427; 1911 Co 314: 1983 L 

~; 1991 a. 316. 
State action in prnidential candidate selection. 1976 WlR 1269. 

5.40 U .. 01 voting machines or syatem •• (1) Except as 
permittod in sub. (3) or as required in subs. (4) to (6), the 
governing body or board of election commissioners of every 
municipality with a popUlation of I 0,000 or more before July 
I, 1995, or on,SOD or more thereafter shall require the use of 
voting machines or electronic voting systems in every ward in 
the municipality at every election. Any other governing body 
or board of election commissioners may adopt and purchase 
voting machines or electronic voting systems for use in any 
ward in the municipality at any election. 

(2) Only voting machines complying with s. 5.37 or elec­
tronic voting systems approvod under s. 5.91 may be used in 
an election in this state. 

(3) Notwithstanding sub. (I), any municipality mayeloct to 
utilize paper ballots and voting booths instead of voting 
machines or an electronic voting system: 

(a) For any territory which is includod in a portion of a 
congressional district. legislative districl, county supervisory 
district, scbool district, vocational district, sewerage district 

or sanitary district contained within the municipality for so 
long as tbe number of eloctors residing in tbe territory docs 
not exccod 100. 

(b) Whenever the municipality is precludod under s. 7.23 
(2) from clearing the recorders on a sufficient number of 
voting machines to serve the electors at the election. 

(c) Whenever such action is authorized under s. 7.15 (6). 
(d) Whenever tbe municipal clerk or board of eloction 

commissioners reassigns an eloctor to a polling place otber 
tban tbe one serving tbe eloctor's residence under s. 5.lS (5) 
(b). 

(4) Notwithstanding sub. (I), a municipality wbicb utilizes 
voting machines at a polling place sball not utilize a voting 
machine to receive the ballot of an eloctor wbo receives 
assistance under s. 6.82 (I) (a) or wbose vote is cballengod 
under ss. 6.92 to 6.94. 

(5) A municipality wbich utilizes voting macbines at a 
polling place shall not utilize the macbines to receive the vote 
of an eloctor who doclares to the cbief inspector tbat, due to 
physical disability, tbe eloctor is unable to depress a button or 
lever on a machine. 

(5m) Notwithstanding sub. (I), the governing body of a 
municipality which uses voting machines or an electronic 
voting system may petition the board for permission to use 
paper ballots and voting bootbs for a spocmc eloction, and 
the board may grant sucb a request. 

(6) A municipality wbich utilizes voting macbines or an 
eloctronic voting system at a polling place may permit use of 
the machines or system by electors voting under s. 6.15 only 
as authorized under s. 6.15 (3) (b). 

m Whenever a municipality adopts and purcbases voting 
machines or an electronic voting system. or adopts and 
purchases a different type of voting macbine or eloctronic 
voting system from the type it was previously using, tbe 
municipal clerk or executive director of the municipal board 
of eloction commissioners shall promptly notify tbc county 
clerk or exocutive director of the county board of e\oction 
commissioners and the executive director of tbe elections 
board in writing. 

H~tDry: 1971 C. 304L 29(%); 1971c.112; 1977c.427: 1979c.235.31'. 
355: 1983 a. 414; 1985 a. 304; 1987 a. 391: 1919 a. 192. 

SUBCHAPTER IT 

BALLOT FORM 

5.51 Oenerel provision .. (1) The type face used on all 
paper ballots shall be easy to read, and the type size may be no 
smaller than 8 point. 

(2) The paper usod for ballots shall be 35 pounds per ream 
for sheets 24 inches by 36 inches. If a different size sbeet is 
used, the wcigbt per ream shall be proportioned accordingly, 
but shall meet this standard. This subsoction docs not apply 
to ballots usod witb electronic voting systems. 

(3) All paper ballots shall be of sufficient widtb and length 
to provide space for all matter requirod to be printed on them. 
Except on ballots usod witb eloctronic voting systems, all 
ballot columns shall be scparatod by lines at least one-eighth 
inch in widlh. 

(4) No stickers may be placod on a ballot by election 
officials e,cept under s. 7.37 (6). Any otber stickers appliod by 
them shall not be counted. 

(5) Each official ballot shall be printed on paper of uniform 
color. Different colors shall be usod to distinguisb office and 
referendum ballots and different colors may be Used to 
distinguisb separate ballots for different offices. Sample 
ballots sball be printod on a different color paper than tbe 

• 

• 
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offICial ballots. and need not have the endorsement and 
cenificate. 

(6) All candidates' names for the same office shall be 
placed, projected or composed on the ballot in the same size, 
style and color of type. The style and size of type shall 
conform substantially to the official ballot forms prescribed 
by the board under s. 7.08 (I) (a). 

(7) In partisan primary elections. all ballots shall be or 
uniform color and size. and the same type of paper shall be 
used for all ballots. 

HIItary: 1979 c. 260. 'II; 1911 c. 377; 1983 .0414 L 174; 1985 •. 304; 
1917 L 391. 

5.52 MulU-candtule .I.etlo .... Ir more than one individ­
ual is to be elected 10 the same office from the same jurisdic­
tion or district, the ballot shall provide at the top of the 
column or to the right of the row for that office: "Vote for 
not more than .... candidates .... 

HIoIooy: 1985 .. 304. 

5.53 Vollng machine ballo ... (1) Voling machine ballots 
shall be placed, projected or composed on a board or screen 
inside the machine. under s. S.64 and may be arranged in 
either columns or rows. The type face shall be easy to read, 
and the type size may be no smaller than 8 point. 

(2) Where the provisions require separate ballots, the 
names or questions shall be placed in separate columns or 
rows upon the machines so they arc voted on separately. 
except as otherwise provided for referenda under s. S.64 (2) 
(c). 

HIItorr- 1979 e.l6O. 311; 1981 C. 37711. ... s. 

5.54 Nollce 10 .Ieeters. Every ballot. except a ballot label 
or voting machine ballot. shall bear substantially the follow­
ing infonnation on the face: "NOTIce TO ELECTORS: This 
ballot may be invalid unless initialed by 2 election inspectors. 
If cast as an absentee ballot. the ballot must bear the initials 
ofthe municipal clerk or deputy clerk.". 

HIIloI'y: 1911 c. "27; 1979 Co 260. 311; 1913 L * .. rn (3); 1985 a. 304; 
1989 L Ifl. 

5.55 Ballol Idenllneallon. On every ballot, except a ballot 
label or voting machine ballot, shall be printed .. Official .... 
Ballot" or .... Official .... Ballot for .... " rollowed by the 
designation ofthe polling place for which the ballot has been 
prepared, the date of the election. and the official endo ...... 
ment and blank certificates. The number of the ward or wards 
or aldermanic district, if any, and the name of the municipal­
ity may be omitted in printing and stamped or written on the 
ballots at any location which is clearly visible at the option of 
the county clerk. Printed information and initials shall ap-. 
pear on the back and outside of the ballot. When a ballot card 
is employed with an electronic voting system, the date of the 
election may be printed or stamped on the back or the ballot 
card in such a manner that the card is not reusable. at the 
option of the county clerk. Each ballot shall be prepared in 
substantially the following form: 

HIoIooy: 1915 .. 304. 

5.56 Multiple eolum ... and rowl. Whenever the number of 
candidates for any office requires the use of more than one 
row or column on a voting machine or whenever the official 
or agency having the responsibility to determine ballot posi­
tions determines that the number of candidates for an office 
requires the use of more than one column on a ballot. the 
official or agency having such responsibility shall require that 
the rows or columns be rotated in such a manner that all rows 
arc positioned on top. or all columns are positioned to the 
len, in an equal number of wards or election districts. If the 
number of wards and election districts in which voting for an 

office is conducted is not equally divisible, the position ohhe 
rows or columns in the remaining wards or election districts 
shall be determined by the official or agency by the drawing 
orlots. The number of columns or rowsshall be determined at 
the same time that the positions of the candidates' names are 
determined for each primary and election. 

H .. tory: 1911 c. 3n s. s. 

5.58 Spring prima..,. ballot .. At spring primary elections 
the rollowing ballots, when necessary. shall be provided ror 
each ward. Only nonpartisan candidates nominated for office 
by nomination papers shall have their names placed on the 
official spring prima..,. ballot under the proper office designa­
tion. but the ballots shall allow room for write-in candidates. 

(1) MUNICIPAL; COUNTY SUPI!RVISOR BAllOTS. There shall 
be separate ballots for municipal and county primaries. 

(a) For all cities the official spring primary ballot shall be 
arranged by the municipal clerk, wing the same method as 
that used by the board under s. S.60 (I) (b). 

(c) Towns and villages holding a primary under s. 8.0S 
shall arrange the ballot in accordance with the form pre­
scribed by the board under s. 7.08 (I) (a). which shall be the 
same form as provided in s. S.60 (S) and (6), insofar as 
possible. 

. (1 c) MUNICIPAL lUDGE. There shall be a separate ballot for 
municipal judges ir they are elected under s. 7SS.01 (4). 
Arrangement of the names on the ballot shall be determined 
by the board. The ballot shall be entitled "Official Primary 
Ballot for Municipal Judge". 

(lg) ScHOOL DISTRICT. (a) There shall be a separate ballot 
for school district officers when so required. 

(b) In 1st class cities, the names of the candidates ror the 
seat or the member elected at-large to the board of school 
directors shall be placed on the official city primary ballot 
and there shall be a separate ballot giving the names or the 
candidates ror any seat to be filled on the board of school 
directors from any election district. All names of candidates 
ror the at-large seat shall be placed in one or more separate 
columns or rows on the ballot. 

(c) The arrangement or candidates ror school. board seats 
shall be determined by the school district clerk or the execu­
tive director of the city board of election commissioners by 
the drawing of lots not later than the 7th day following the 
deadline for filing nomination papers or declarations of 
candidacy. The method or determining arrangement shall be 
the same .. provided in s. S.60(I) (b). Sufficient space shall be 
provided on the ballot ror write-in candidates. 

(lr) TOWN SANITARY DISTRICT COMMISSION. There shall be a 
separate ballot ror members of the town sanitary district 
commission if commissioners arc elected under s. 60.74 and 
the boundaries of the district are not cotenninous with one or 
more towns. Candidates for dirrerent seats shall be listed in 
separate columns or rows if more than one scat is contested in 
any election. Arrangement ofthe names on the ballot shall be 
determined by the town clerk of the town whose board of 
supervisors directs the election. in the same manner as 
provided in s. S.60 (I) (b). The ballot shall be titled "Official 
Primary Ballot for Town Sanitary District Commission". 

(2) ST A 111 SUP£lUN11INDBNT OF PUBUC INS11\tJCnON; JUDICI­
ARY; COUNlY BXEetmVl!; AND COUNTY SUPl!RVISORS. (a) There 
shall be one separate ballot for state superintendent, judicial 
officers. county executive under s. S9.031 and county IUpervi­
sor. In counties having a population of SOO.OOO or marc. the 
ballot also shall include those offices under s. 8.11 (2) and 
(2m). The arrangement of names of candidates for state 
superintendent, justice, court of appeals judge and circuit 
court judge shall be determined by the board in the manner 
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specified in s. 5.60 (1) (b). Arrangement of the names of 
candidates for county executive and county supervisor shall 
he detennined by the county clerk or by the executive director 
of the county board of election commissioners in the manner 
specified in s. 5.60 (I) (b). The ballot shall he titled "Official 
Ballot for State Superintendent of Public Instruction, Judi­
cial, County Executive and County Supervisor Primary". 

(b) The candidates for the offices shall he designated on the 
ballot as follows: "For State Superintendent", .... For Justice 
of the Supreme Court", .... For Court of Appeals Judge", 
"For Circuit Judge Sr ........ and others as the situation 
requires. 

(2m) Ml!T1loPOLrr AN SI!WI!IlAGE COMMISSION. There shall he 
a separate ballot for memhers of the metropolitan sewerage 
commission if commissioners arc elected under s. 66.23 (II) 
(am), with candidates for different seats listed in separate 
columns or rows if more than onc seat is contested at any 
election. Arrangement of the names on the ballot shall he 
detennined by the board. The ballot shall he titled "Official 
Primary Ballot for Metropolitan Sewerage Commission". 

(3) NAMES ON SPRING BAlLOT. Only 2 candidates for state 
superintendent. for any judicial office. for any elected seat on 
a metropolitan sewerage commission or town sanitary dis­
trict commission, in counties having a population of 500,000 
or more only 2 candidates for memher of the board of 
supervisors within each district. in counties having a popula­
tion of less than 500,000 only 2 candidates for each member 
of the county board of supervisors from each district or 
numhered seat or only4 candidates for each 2 memhers of the 
county board of supervisors from each district whenever 2 
supervisors are elected to unnumhered seats from the same 
district, in lst class cities only 2 candidates for any at-large 
seat and only 2 candidates from any election district to he 
elected to the board of school directors, in school districts 
electing school board memhers to numhered seats, or pursu­
ant to an apportionment plan or district representation plan, 
only 2 school board candidates for each numhered seat or 
within each district, and twice as many candidates as are to be 
elected members of other school boards or other elective 
offlCOrs receiving the highest numher of votes at the primary 
shall he nominees for the office at the spring election. Only 
their names shall appear on the official spring ballot. 

HIitOly. 1 fJ71 Co 304 IS. 6 to •• 29 (2); 1 fJ73 Co 1)4. 2"3; 1973 c. 3)4 •. 57 
(2); 1973 Co 340; 1fJ75c. 93; 1m c. 187.272, .... 5 ..... 9; 1919c. 32. 221. 260; 1981 
c. 20. 377; 1983 ....... ; 1983 L 532 •. 36; 1985 L 29L 3202(56); 1985 LI9. 225; 
1985 L 304 ... 27. 27m, ISS; 1989 •. 192.290; 1991 •. S. 

5.60 Spring election ballots, At spring elections the follow­
ing ballots, when necessary, shall he provided for each ward. 

(1) STATE SUPERINTENDENT; JUDICIARY; COUNTY EXECU11VB 
AND COUNTY SUPERVISORS. There shall he one separate ballot 
for state supcrintcnden~ judicial officers, county executive 
and county supervisor. For county supervisor, the ballot shall 
he prepared in accordance with ss. 5.s8 (2) and 59.03 (3). 
Arrangement of the names of candidates for county executive 
and county supervisor shall he detennined by the county 
cleric or the executive director of the county board of election 
commissioners in the manner prescribed in par. (b). 

(a) The names of candidates for the same office shall he 
placed in the same column. No party designation may appear 
on the official ballot. Unless no candidate is certified to 
appear on the ballot for a state office, a space shall he 
provided on the ballot for electors to write in the name of a 
person for each office, regardless of whether there is a 
primary for that office. 

(b) The board shall certify the candidates' names and 
designate the official ballot arrangement for candidates for 
state superintendent, justice, court of appeals judge, circuit 

judge, municipal judge elected under s. 755.01 (4) and. if 
commissioners are elected under s. 66.23 (II) (am), the 
metropolitan sewerage commission. The arrangement of 
names of all candidates on the ballot whose nomination 
papers are filed with the board shall he detennined by the 
board by the drawing of lots not later than the 7th day 
following the deadline for filing nomination papers. When­
ever a primary is held for an office, a 2nd drawing of all 
candidates for that office shall he held by or und .. the 
supervision of the board notlat .. than the 3rd day following 
the completion of the primary canvass to detennine the 
arrangement of candidates on the election ballot. 

(c) When 2 or more judges of the same court are to he 
elected, the official ballot shall contain the names of all 
candidates, shall state the numher of judges to he elected and 
the numher of candidates for whom each elector may yote. 
Each candidacy shall show the branch heing filled. 

(2) MUNICIPAL lUOOE. If the election is under s. 755.01 (4), 
there shall he a separate ballot listing the names of all of the 
candidates. 

(3) Crrv. There shall he a separate ballot giving the names 
of all candidates for city offices. printed in the same fonn as 
prescribed by the board under s. 7.08 (1) (a). City election 
ballots may vary in fonn to confonn to the law under which 
an election is held. 

(a) No party designation shall appear on the official ballot. 
(b) The city clerk or executive director of the city election 

commission shall arrange the official city ballot under s. 5.62 
(4). 

(4) ScHooL DISTRICT. (a) There shall he a separate ballot 
for school district officers when so required. 

(b) In 1st class cities. the names of the candidates for the 
seat of the memher elected at-large to the board of school 
directon shall he placed on the official city ballot and there 
shall he a separate ballot giving the names of the candidates 
for any seat to he filled on the board of school directors from 
any election district. The names of candidates for the at-large 
seat shall he placed in the same column or row on the ballot. 

(c) The arrangement of candidates for school board seats 
shall he detennined by the school district clerk or the execu­
tive director of the city board of election commissioners by 
the drawing of lots not lat .. than the 7th day following the 
deadline for filing nomination papers or declarations of 
candidacy, ifth .. e is no primary, or notlaterthan the 3rd day 
following the completion of the primary canvass if a primary 
is held. The method of detennining arrangement shall he the 
same as provided in sub. (I) (b). Sufficient space shall he 
provided on the ballot for writo-in candidates. 

(4m) MI!11!.OPOLITAN SEWl!RAOB COIdMISSIDN. A separate 
ballot shall list the names of all candidates for metropolitan 
sewerage commission seats. if commissioners are elected 
under s. 66.23 (11) (am). The names for the dirrerent seats 
shall he placed in separate columns or rows if more than one 
seat is contested at any election. 

(5) VILLAGE. There shall he a separate ballot giving the 
names of all candidates for village offices. 

(a) The offices to he filled shall he arranged on the official 
ballot in the order they are named in the statutes creating 
them. Where there is more than one ward, candidates shall be 
arranged by using the same method as that used by the board 
under sub. (I) (b). Sufficient space shall he len under each 
office for write-in candidates. 

(b) Only persons nominated under s. 8.05 shall he placed 
on the official ballots. Ifno nominations are made, the spaces 
for this office shall he len blank. 

(6) ToWN. (a) There shall he a separate ballot giving the 
names of all candidates for elective town offices in the form 

• 

• 
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prescribed by lh. board und.r s. 7.08 (I)(a). Th.re shall be 2 
ballot fonn •. On. ballol fonn .hall be used for lh •• ICClion of 
supervisors 10 numbered sealS and on. ballol form shall be 
used for the election of supervisors to unnumbered seats. On 
lh. ballol used for lh •• ICClion of supervisors 10 unnumber.d 
seal., all supervisor candidales shall be lisled log.lher and lh. 
voting instructions shall state "Vote for not more than .... 
[inserl number of supervisors 10 be .Iecled] candidales". All 
towns shall elect their supervisors to unnumbered. seats unless 
the annual town meeting adopts a plan to elect supervisors to 
numbered seats. The names of candidates for town office 
shall be arranged by using lhe sam. m.lhod as lhat used by 
lhe board und.r sub. (I) (b). A space shall be provided und.r 
each office on the ballot for a write-in candidate. 

(b) Only lh. names of individuals nominaled und.r s. 8.05 
may be plaoed on lhe official ballol. Ifno nominalion. for an 
olr"'" arc mad., lh. space for lhal office shall be I.fl blank. 

(6m) TOWN SANITARY DISTRICT COMMISsION. A s.paral. 
ballol shall lisl lh. names of all candidalcS for lown sanilary 
district commission seats. if commissioners are elected under 
s. 60.74 and lh. boundari.s oflh. dislricl are nol col.nninous 
with the boundaries of onc or more towns. The names for 
diff.renl sealS shall be placed in separal. columns or rows if 
more than onc seat is contested at any election. 

(7) REFl!RJ!NDUM BAUOTS. Th.re shall be a s.paral. ballOl 
setting forth all propositions requiring 8 vole in the form and 
mann.r provided by s. 5.64. 

(I) BAUOTS FOR PIlESIDE>mAL VOll!. Th.r. shall be a 
separal. ballol for .acb recognized polilical party filing a 
certificalion und.rs. 8.12 (I),lisling lb. names of all polenlial 
candidalcS oflhal party d.l.nnined und.r s. 8.12 and afford· 
ing. in addition, an opportunity 10 lh. vOler 10 nominal. 
another potential candidate by write-in vote or to vote ror an 
uninstructed delegation to the party convention. The order or 
such presidenlial candidales shall be d.l.rmin.d by 101 by or 
und.r lh. supervision Oflh. board. Eacb voter shall be given 
lhe ballolS of all lh. parlies participaling in lb. presidenlial 
prererence vote, but may vote on one ballot only. 

(a) An official ballol shall be prinl.d and provided for usc 
in .acb voling dislricl. The form of eacb ballol shall be 
substanlially as follows: 

1. Fonn 1, to be used when there are several candidates: 
OFFICIAL BALLOT 

PRESIDENTIAL PREFERENCE VOTE 
.... Party 

MARK THIS BALLOT IN ONB SPACB ONLY, You have oneor3 
choices-you may either: 

Express your pref.rence for on. of lhe persons whose 
names are prinled on lhis ballol (in lhat case, make a cross 
(X) in lh. square afl.r lhal person's nam.); or 

Vote ror an uninstructed delegation from Wisconsin to the 
national convention or the .... party (in that case. make a 
cross (X) in lh. square following "Uninslrucl.d d.legalion"); 
or 

Write in the name or another person to become the 
presid.nlial candidal. of lb •.... party (in lhal case, wril.lbal 
person's name into the space following "Write-in 
candidal."). 

OLE CARLSON .......................................................... ( ) 
AMOS DUNCAN ....................................................... ( ) 
JAMES UNDERWOOD ............................................. ( ) 
Uninslrucled d.l.galion ............................................... ( ) 
Write-in candidate ........................................................... . 
2. Fonn 2, to be used when there is only one candidate: 

OFFICIAL BALLOT 
PRESIDENTIAL PREFERENCE VOTE 

.... Party 

MARIt THlSBAu.oT IN ONE SPACB ONLY. You have oneor3 
choices-you may either: 

Express your preference for the penon whose name is 
prinled on lhis ballOl (in lbal case, make a cross (X) in lh. 
square afl.r lhal person's nam.); or 

Vol. for an uninslruct.d d.l.galion from Wisconsin 10 lb. 
nalional convenlion of lh ••... party (in lhal case, make a 
cross (X) in lhe square marked "Uninslructed d.l.gation" 
following lhal person'. nam.); or 

Write in the name of another person to become the 
presidential candidal. of lb •.... party (in thai case, wril. lbal 
person's name into the space following "Write-in 
candidate"). 

JOHN DOE .............................................................. ( ) 
Uninslruct.d delegalion ............................................. ( ) 
Wrile-in candidal ............................................................ . 
3. Fonn 3, 10 be used when lh.r. are no candidalcS wbo 

bave qualified 10 appear on lh. ballol: 
OFFICIAL BALLOT 

PRESIDENTIAL PREFERENCE VOTE 
.... Party 

MA'R1t nos BALLOT IN ONB $PACBONLV. There arc no candi­
dat .. of lh •.... party wbo bave qualified to bav. lh.ir names 
appear on lb. printed ballol. You bav. 2 choices-you may 
either: 

Express your preference for an uninstrucled d.l.gation 
from Wisconsin 10 lb. nalional convention oflb ••... party (in 
lhal case, make a cross (X) in lhe square following "Unin· 
slrucled d.l.galion"); or 

Write in the name of a penon to become the presidential 
candidate of lb •.... party (in lhat case, wrile lhat person's 
name inlo lh. space following "Write-in candidale"). 

Uninstruct.d del.galion ............................................. ( ) 
Wrile-in candidal •.....•.................•........................•........... 
(c) Th. official ballolS ror lh. presidential pr.ference vote 

shall be secur.ly faslcned logelh.r allh. bollom. The party 
receiving lhe grealesl number of voles for gov.mor al th. 
prcocding .Iection shall bave ilS tick.l placed on lop and lh. 
r.maining party ballolS shall follow in lb. same manner. A 
facsimil. ballol nOlice shall be publish.d as provided in s. 
10.02. 

HIlIaI'y: 1971 c:. 304 a. 9to 11.29(2); 1971 c.336; 1973c:. 134; 1973c:. 
3341. 57: 1975c:.93: 1977c:.117 ... 27 .... 5.449; 1979c:.n •• 260.355; 1981 c. 
377; 1983 L 434; .913L 532 I. 36; 1915L 29L 3202 (S6); 1915 L 89. 2lS; 1915 
•. 304 a. 28. 155; 1987 L 391; 1989 L 192, 290. 

Sec note to Art. I. ICC. I.citinl Dcmoc:ratic: PartyofU.s. v. WiJconsin."SO 
US 107 (1981). 

5.62 September primary baUole. (1) (a) Al Sepl.mber 
primari.s, lb. following ballol shall be provided for lhe 
nominalion of candidales of recognized polilical parlies for 
nalional, slale and counly offices and independenl candi· 
dates ror state office in each ward, in the same fonn as 
prescribed by lh. board und.rs. 7.08 (I)(a). The ballolS shall 
be mad. up of lb. sev.ral party lick.lS wilb eacb party 
enliU.d 10 participal. in lb. primary und.r par. (b) or sub. (2) 
baving ilS own ballol. Th. ind.pendenl candidalcS for slale 
office olb.r lhan dislricl allomcy shall hav. a separal. ballot 
for all such candidales as und.r s. 5.64 (I) (.). Th. ballolS 
shall be secured log.lb.r al lb. bollom. Th. parly ballOl of 
the party receiving the most votcs for president or governor at 
lhe lasl gcn.ral.lection shall be on lOp wilb lh. olh.r parties 
arranged in descending ord.r based on lh.ir vol. for presi· 
denl or gov.mor al lh. lasl gen.ral .Ieclion. Th. ballots of 
parti.s qualifying under sub. (2) shall be plaoed an.r lhe 
parti.s qualifying under par. (b), in lb. sam. ord.r in whicb 
lhe parties fiI.d pelilions wilh lh. board. Th. ballollisling lb. 
ind.pendenl candidales sball be placed at lb. bollom. Al 
polling places wh.r. Yoling machines are used, .acb party 



1.82 ELECTIONS - GENERAL PROVISIONS; BALLOT FOAM 12 

and the independent candidates shall be represented in one or 
more separate columns or rows on the ballot. At polling 
places where an electronic voting system is used other than an 
electronic voting machine, each party and the independent 
candidates may be represented in separate columns or rows 
on the ballot. 

(b) Every recognized political party listed on the official 
ballot at the last gubernatorial election whose candidate for 
any statewide office received at least one percent of the total 
votes cast for that office and, if the last general election was 
also a presidential election, every recognized political party 
listed on the ballot at that election whose candidate for 
president received at least one percent of the total vote cast 
for that offlCO shall have a separate primary ballot or one or 
more separate columns or rows on the primary ballot as 
prescribed in par. (a) and a separate column on the general 
election ballot in every ward and election district. An organi. 
zation which was listed as "independent" at the last general 
election and whose candidate meets the same qualification 
shall receive the same ballot statw upon petition of the 
chairman and secretary of the organization to the board 
requesting such statw and specifying their party name, which 
may not duplicate the name of an existing party. A petition 
under this paragraph may be filed no later than 5 p.m. on 
June I in the year of each general election. This paragraph 
applies to a party only if at least one candidate of the party for 
a state office qualifies to have his or her name appear on the 
ballot under the name of the party at the last gubernatorial 
election. 

(2) Any political organization may be represented on a 
separate primary ballot or one or more separate columns or 
rows on the primary ballot as prescribed in sub. (I) (a) and a 
separate column on the general election ballot in every ward 
and election district if, not later than 5 p.m. on June I in the 
year ofa September primary, it files with the board a petition 
so requesting. To qualify for a separate ballot, the petition 
shall be signed by at least 10,000 electo .. , including at least 
1,000 clectors residing in each of at least 3 separate congres­
sional districts. The petition shall conform to the requir .. 
ments of s. 8.40. No signature obtained before January I in 
the year of filing is valid. When the candidates of a political 
organization filing a valid petition fulfill the requirements 
prescribed by law, they shall appear on a separate ballot or 
one or more separate columns or rows on the ballot for the 
period ending with the following general election. 

(3) The board shall designate the official primary ballot 
arrangement for statewide offices and district attorney within 
each prosecutorial district by wing the same procedure as 
provided in s. 5.60 (I) (b). On each ballot and on each 
separate column or row on the ballot, the candidates for 
offICe shall be listed together with the offices which they seek 
in the following order whenever these offices appear on the 
September primary ballot: governor, lieutenant governor, 
attorney general. secretary of state. state treasurer, U.S. 
senator. U.S. representative in congress, state senator, repre­
sentative to the assembly. district attorney and the county 
offlCOS. Below the names of the independent candidates shall 
appear the party or principle of the candidates, if any, in 5 
words or less. as shown on their nomination papers. 

(4) The county clerk or county board of election commis­
sione .. shall designate the official primary ballot arrang .. 
ment for all candidates filing nomination papers in that 
offlCO. 

(a) Within a county the county clerk shall arrange the 
names of all candidates filing nomination papers with the 
clerk's office using the same method as that used by the board 
under s. 5.60 (I) (b). 

(b) The county board of election commission ... in coun­
ties having a population of more than 500,000 shall prepare 
the official primary ballot. The commissioners shall arrange 
the nam .. of all candidates for each office whose nomination 
papers are filed at the county level, wing the same method as 
that wed by the elections board under s. 5.60 (I) (b). 

(5) At the September primary, an elector may vote for the 
candidat .. of only one party, or the elector may vote for any 
of the independent candidates for state office listed; but the 
elector may not vote for more than one candidate for a single 
office. A space shall be provided on the ballot for an elector to 
write in the name of his or her choice as a party candidate for 
any office, but no space shall be provided to write in the 
names of independent candidates. 

H • ...,., 1971 c. 304 Do 12.19 (2): 1971 c. 336; 1971c.33h 57: 1975 c. 
93; 1977 c. I07,4n; 197ge. 260. 311, 321; 1981 c. 377; 1983 L 4"'; 1985 L 304; 
1987 •. 391; 1989L31.19l; 1991 L316. 

Filin, or a propcT petition by the requisite number 01 dector. in a 1t1WC, 
UKmbly or CORpeaional district will qualify the political orpniDtion re­
ferred to in said petition .. a party entitled to • cparat.e baOot within the: 
specific district only ror an the state, COftl'cuionai. kJisIatM and county of· 
rICa for which an elector or such district may VOCl'. The petition may be c::rrw­
Iated commmcin, after any NO\'mlber aeneral ekaion and endin, on the June 
I immediatdy prior to the neKt IUCCleCdin, Stpccmber primary. A petition filed 
February. 1972. aped by the elctton oJ an auembly district. woukt not qu»­
iry filin, political orpniDlion for a.eparde ballot at the presidential prC(er­
mc:c pnnwy to be held at the April, 19n. IPrinI deetion. 61 Atty. Gen. 41. 

5.64 Oeneral elecllon ballol •• At general elections the 
following ballots, when necessary, shall be provided for each 
ward. 

(1) OffiCIAL BALLOT. There shall be a separate ballot giving 
the names of all candidates for statewide, congressional, 
legislative and county offices in the same form as prescribed 
by the board under s. 7.08 (I) (a). 

(a) The ballot shall be labeled "Official Ballot" in lettering 
at least th ..... ighths inch high. Directly underneath in plain, 
legible type, shall be the following voting instructions: "If you 
desire to vote a straight party ticket for all statewide, congres­
sional. legislative and county offices, make a cross (X) in the 
circle under the party designation at the top of the party 
column. If you desire to vote for individual candidates, make 
a cross (X) in the square at the RIGHT of the name of each 
candidate for whom you desire to vote. To vote for a person 
whose name does not appear on the ballot, write the name in 
the blank space provided for the purpose. When voting for 
governor and liemenant governor, you may vote only for the 
candidates on one ticket jointly or write in the names of 
persons in both spaces. ". Under the party deSignation at the 
top of each party column shall appear the following words in 
boldface type: "Make a cross (X) in this circle to vote a 
straight party ticket.". 

(b) Below the voting instructions the ballot shall be divided 
into vertical columns. The names of the candidates on the 
regular party tickets nominated at the primary or replace­
ments appointed under s. 8.35 (2) shall be printed each in a 
separate column under the pany designation. The columns 
shall be arranged from left to right according to rank, based 
on the number of votes received by the party's candidate for 
president or governor at the last general election beginning 
with the party that received the most votes. To the right ofthe 
columns for parties qualifying under s. 5.62 (\) (b) shall be 
placed the columns for parties qualifying under s. 5.62 (2) in 
the same order in which the parties filed petitions with the 
board. To the right of the party columns shall be a column for 
the names of independent candidates for each office, or more 
than one column if the first column docs not provide sum .. 
cient space for the names of all such candidates. 

(c) The party designation shall be printed at the top of each 
column and under it shall appear a circle at least three-eighths 
of an inch in diameter for electo .. wishing to vote a straight 

• 

• 

• 
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party tiek.t. Within .ach column only candidates nominated 
by th. party designated at th. h.ad of the column shall 
appear. 

(d) Th. offices shall be arranged beginning with gov.rnor 
and lieutenant governor. whenever these offices are filled, 
and then the remaining offices in the order designated under 
s. 5.62 (3). 

(.) Within each column •• ach space shall stat. th. office to 
be voted for directly above th. candidate's first and last 
nam •. Th. candidate's name shall be placed in th. party 
column by which nominated or if independent. in a column 
designated ind.pend.nt and all candidates for th. sam. office 
shall appear within th. sam. rows on th. ballot. Below th. 
names of th. ind.pendent candidat.s shall appear th. party 
or principl. of the candidates, if any. in 5 words or I .... as 
shown on their nomination papers. Independent candidates 
for th. sam. county office shall be listed in th. sam. mann.r 
in an order drawn by lot by or und.r supervision of the 
county clerk or board of election commissioners. The board 
shall conduct a redrawing for purposes of determining the 
arrangement of independent candidates for stale office who 
appeared on th. primary ballot in th. mann.r provided in s. 
5.60 (I) (b). To th. right of each candidate's nam •• in .ach 
column, shall be a square for the elcctor to make his or her 
cross (X). 

(I) In th. case of balloting for the office of gov.rnor and 
li.utenant gov.rnor. the names of th. candidates shall be 
placed in th. party column by which nominat.d or ifind.pen­
dent. in a column designat.d independent. To th. right ofth. 
names of the set of candidates for governor and lieutenant 
governor. in each column shall be onc square for the elector 
to cast a ballot jointly for both offices. 

(g) Following under th. ind.pendent candidates for .ach 
ofl"oce. a space shall be provided for th •• lector to writ. in th. 
name of a candidate of his or her choice for that office. 

(2) REFl!RI!NDUM BALLDT. Th.re shall be a separate ballot 
when any proposed constitutional amendment or any other 
measure or question is submitted to a vote of the people. The 
ballot shall give a concise statem.nt of each qu.stion in 
accordance with the act or resolution directing submission in 
the sam. form as prescribed by th. board und.r s. 7.08 (l)(a). 
The question may not be worded in such a manner as to 
require a negative vote to approve a proposition or an 
affirmative vote to disapprove a proposition. Unless other­
wise .xpressly provided. this ballot form shall be used at all 
elections when questions are submitted to a vote of the 
peopl •. 

(a) The ballot shall be titled "Official R.f.r.ndum Ballot" 
in .I.tt.ring at least thr ..... ighths of an inch high. Directly 
und.rn.ath in plain. I.gibl.type shall be th. following voting 
instructions: ulf you desire to vote on any question, make a 
cross (X) in th. square beneath the question aft.r "yes" if in 
favor ofthc question, or make a cross (X) in the square after 
uno" if opposed to the question .... 

(b) Und.r voting instructions shall be th. concise state­
menl of the question submitted. Directly under each question 
shall appear the words "ycs" and "no" with a square to the 
right of each word. 

(c) Th. official ref.rendum ballot prescribed und.r this 
subsection shall be utilized at .very .Ieetion •• xcept that th. 
format shall be alt.red to th •• xtent provided or required by 
other laws establishing or authorizing referenda to be con­
ducted. All r.f.renda shall appear on a s.parat. ballot. but 
more than one referendum question may appear on the same 
referendum ballot whenever the questions are numbered and 
all .Iectors voting the ballot are entitled to vat. upon all 
questions appearing thereon. When more than one state 

r.f.rendum is placed on the sam. ballot. th. board shall 
number th. questions in chronological sequence. If th. legis­
lature submits questions on diff.rent dat.s. the board shall 
number th. questions sequentially based on th. date on which 
th. questions are submitted by th. legislature. Stat. and 
county ref.renda shall appear on a separate ballot from 
municipal or special district referenda. The form of all 
r.f.rendum ballots shall be substantially the sam. as that 
prescribed by the board under s. 7.08 (1) (a). 

(3) i'R1!S1DEN11AL BAlLOTS. Th.re shall be a separat. ballot 
when th. presid.nt and vice president of th. United States are 
to be .Iected containing th. names of all candidat.s for the 
offices in th. sam. form as prescribed by th. board under s. 
7.08 (I) (a). 

(a) Th. ballot shall be titled "Ofl"ocial Presidential Ballot" 
in I.tt.ring at least three-eighths inch high. Directly under­
neath in plain. I.gibl. type shall be th. following voting 
instructions: "Mak. a cross (X) in th. square opposite th. 
names of the candidates for whose .Iectors you desire to vat. 
or write in the names of candidates ror president and vice 
president in th. space provided for th. purpose. Vat. in ONE 
square only .... Th. names of th. candidates for the ofl"oces of 
president and vice president certified und.r s. 8.16 (7) or filed 
und.r s. 8.20 shall appear on th. ballot in th. form prescribed 
in s. 7.08 (2) (a). Th. names ofth. presidential.lectors for th. 
candidates suppli.d und.r ... 8.18 (2) and 8.20 (2) (d) ar. not 
listed on th. ballot but a vote for th. candidates for president 
and vice president is a vote ror them through their named 
presidential .Iectors. 

(b) The party candidates shall be arranged consecutiv.ly 
from top to bottom based on the number of votes received by 
their party's candidate for governor at th. last .Iection 
beginning with th. party that received th. most votes. The 
ind.pendent presid.nt-vice president candidates shall be 
list.d tog.ther in an order drawn by lot by or under supervi­
sion of th. board. following und.r the party candidates. 
B.low th. nam.s of th. ind.pendent candidat.s shall appear 
th. party or principl. of th. candidates. if any. in 5 words or 
less. as shown on their nomination papers. Following under 
the ind.pendent candidates. a space shall be I.n for writing in 
the names of a candidate for president and vice president. 

Hiltory: 1971 c. 300' L 29 (1); lmc. 26, 427; 1979 Co 260; 1911 Co 79. 175. 
377.391; 1983 a. 414; 1985 a. 304; 1917 L 391; 1919 L 31, I~ 1991 L 316. 

5.65 SpecIal ... erendum bellol.. Unless oth.rwise pro­
vided. ballots for special referenda shall conform to th. 
format prescribed in s. 5.64 (2). insofar as applicabl •. 

Hillary: 1983 L 4804. 

5.66 Number o. baUol .. (1) For local .lections. wh.re 
necessary. municipal el.rks shall have sufl".,ient ballots 
printed or oth.rwis. prepared wh.n.v.r a voting syst.m does 
not utili"" printed ballots to assur. a ballot for all.lectors or 
voting machines. For all other elections the municipal clerics 
shall certify to th.ir county el.rk. on th. first day of th. 2nd 
month preceding the month in which th. primary is h.ld. the 
approximate number of electors in the municipality. 1bc 
counly cI.rk shall total thes •• stimates and order a sufficient 
supply to assure ballots for all .Iectors and voting machines. 

(2) The county clerk or board of election commissioners 
shall print a sufficient number of sample ballots. The munici­
pal cleric or board of election commissioners shall print 
sampl. ballots whenever th. municipality prepares ballots 
und.r s. 7.15 (2) (b) or (c). Sampl. ballots shall be print.d on 
nonwhite colored paper and shall be ov.rprinted "SAM­
PLE". Voting maehin. sampl. ballots shall be a reduced size 
diagram of the face of th. board or screen inside th. voting 
machine with all candidates, issues and voting instructions as 
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they will appear on the official ballot. Sample ballots to be 
used with an electronic voting system in which ballot labels 
and ballot cards are used shall be an actual sizc copy of the 
ballot label and ballot card. The clerk or board of election 
commissioners printing the ballots shall distribute the sam· 
pies approximately as follows: 45% shall be kept in the clerk's 
or board's office and distributed to electors requesting them; 
45% shall be sent to the municipalities. or. if the municipality 
prints ballots. 45% shall be sent to the county for distribution 
to the electors; and W"!o shall be reserved to be sent to the 
polling places by municipalities in proponion to the number 
cenified in sub. (I) and made available to electors at the polls 
on election day. 

HWorr. 1979 c. 260. 311, 3"; 1983 •.• "': 1917 •. 391. 

5.A COlt olalactlonL (1) The cost of acquisition of ballot 
boxes and voting booths. voting machines or electronic 
voting systems and regular maintenance thereof shall be 
borne by the municipalities in which the boxes. booths. 
machines or systems arc used. . 

(2) Except as otherwise expressly provided. all costs for 
ballots. supplies. notices and any other materials necessary in 
preparing or conducting any election shall be paid for by the 
county or municipality whose clerk or board of election 
commissioners is responsible for providing them. If a ballot is 
prepared for a school. vocational. sewerage or sanitary 
district. the district shall pay for the cost of the ballo\. If no 
other level of government is involved in a school. vocational. 
sewerage or sanitary district election. the district shall pay for 
all costs of the ballots. supplies. notices and other materials. 
If ballots. supplies. notices or other materials are used for 
elections within more than one unit of local government. the 
costs shall be proponionately divided between the units of 
local government involved in the election. In a 1st class city. 
all costs otherwise attributable to a school district shall be 
paid by the city. 

(3) If voting machines are used or if an electronic voting 
system is used in which all candidates and referenda appear 
on the same ballot card. the ballots for all national. stalC and 
county offices and for county and state referenda shall be 
prepared and paid for by the county wherein they are used. If 
the voting machine or electronic voting system ballot includes 
a municipal or school. vocational. sewerage or sanitary 
district ballot. the cost of that portion of the ballot shall be 
reimbursed to the county or paid for by the municipality or 
district. except as provided in a 1st class city school district 
under sub. (2). 

(4) The cost of compensation of election officials and 
trainees shall be borne in the manner provided in s. 7.03. 

(5) If a charge is made for the use of a polling place. the 
charge shall be paid by the unit of government establishing 
the polling place under s. 5.25 (2) or 120.06 (9) (a). 

(6) The clerk of each county or municipality shall submit 
an invoice to the clerk of each municipality or district which is 
responsible for payment of election costs under this section. 
The municipality or district shall make payment to the county 
or municipal treasurer. 

Hiltory: 1979c. 260. 311. 3'5; 19B5 •. 304. 

5.72 Correcting ballot error •. (1) As soon as possible after 
ballots are delivered to the county clerk or to the municipal 
clerk if the municipality is preparing ballots unders. 7.15 (2). 
but not later than 3 weeks before any election relating to a 
state or national office or statewide referendum. the county 
or municipal clerk preparing the ballots shall submit one 
copy of each ballot to the board for review of possible errors. 
If the contractor preparing the ballots supplies proofs in 
advance of ballot preparation. the clerk shall submit one copy 

of the proofs in lieu of actual ballots. If a voting machine 
ballot or other ballot combining local candidates or referenda 
with state or national candidates or referenda is used. the 
entire ballot shall be submitted. but if ballots intended for 
distribution to electors are used. only those ballots relating to 
state or national offices and statewide referenda need be 
submilled. This subsoction docs not require delay of ballot 
distribution or mailing of absentee ballots. 

(2) The board shall review ballots and proof copies submit· 
ted under sub. (I) and shall notify the county and municipal 
clerk of any error as soon as possible but in no event laler 
than 7 days aner submission. The clerk is not required to 
correct a ballot error upon receipt of notice of the error. 
unless ordered to do so under sub. (3) or s. 5.06 (6). 

(3) Whenever an affidavit is filed by the board or any 
elector alleging an error or omission in the preparation of a 
ballot. the circuit coun for the county where the ballot is 
proposed to be used or its presiding judge. by order. may 
summarily require a county or municipal clerk: to correct the 
error. or show cause why it should not be corrected and. by 
order. after the hearing. have the correction made. 

H.tory: 1979c.26O; 1979c.311 a. 19; 1979c.3SS •. 9,10:Slatl.1979 •• 
S.72; 1981 c.317; 1983 L 4 .... 

SUBCHAPTER III 

ELECTRONIC VOTING SYSTEMS 

5.76 AdopUon •• xperlment.Uon or dloconUnu ..... oIlY" 
taml. The governing body or board of election commission­
ers of any municipality may by ordinance or resolution 
adopt. experiment with. or discontinue any electronic voting 
system authorized by this subchapter and approved under s. 
5.91 for use in this state. and may purchase or lcase materials 
or equipment for such system to be used in all or some of the 
wards within its jurisdiction. either exclusively in combina· 
tion with mechanical voting machines. or in combination 
with paper ballots where such ballots are authorized to be 
used. 

HIdory: 1979c.311;I98SLlCM. 

5.77 Applicable procaclur.l. (1) So far as applicable. the 
proocdure provided for voting paper ballots applies when an 
electronic voting system employing the use of ballots distril>­
uted to electors is used. 

(2) So far as applicable. the procedure provided for voting 
with mechanical voting machines applies when an electronic 
voting system employing the use of electronic voting rna· 
chines is used. 

H.&oI'y: 1979 c. 311. 

5.71 VoUng boothl. At polling places where an electronic 
voting system employing the use of ballots distributed to 
electors is used. the municipality shall supply a sufficient 
number of voting booths for the use of electors as provided in 
s. 5.35 (2). 

H.tory: 1979c.311. 

5.78 Inltruetlon 01 alectors. At polling places where an 
electronic voting system employing the use of ballot cards or 
ballot labels and voting devices is used. the election officials 
shall offer each elector instruction in the operation of the 
voting device and ballot label or ballot card before the elector 
enters the voting booth. No instructions may be given after 
the elector has entered the voting booth. except as authorized 
under s. 6.82 (2). All instructions shall be given by election 
officials in such a manner that they may be observed by other 
persons in the polling place. 

H.1Ory: 1979 c. 311. 
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5.80 Demonol .. lor electronIc yollng oyslem. When an 
electronic voting system is used in a forthcoming election, the 
municipal clerk may provide. for the purpose of instructing 
electors in the election. onc or more demonstrator electronic 
voting systems wing the names of fictitious candidates or 
fICtitious questions for placement in any public building 
within the municipality in which the election occurs. Ir such 
placement of a demonstrator takes place it shall be made 
a""ilable at least 30 days before the election. 

H...." 1919c.311. 

5.81 Ballol Inlorm.llon; .r .. ngemenl; Ib .. nlee b.llots. 
(I) Whenever the statutes require the use of separate ballots 
or columns or rows for offices, parties or referenda. and an 
electronic voting system employing a ballot label or ballot 
card is used at a polling place. a single ballot may be used for 
all offices. referenda and parties. The ballot information, 
whether placed on the ballot or on the voting device. shall. as 
far as practicable. be grouped and ordered in the same 
manner as provided for other ballotJ under this chapter. 
except that the information on the ballot card need not be in 
separate columns or rows and the information in the ballot 
label booklet may appear on a number of pages. 

(2) When an electronic voting system utilizes a ballot label 
booklet and ballot card. ballots for candidates and ballots on 
referenda may be placed on the voting device by providing in 
the ballot booklet separate ballot label pages or series or 
pages distinguished by differing colo ... Whenever practica· 
ble. all candidates for the same office shall appear in the 
booklet on the same page or facing pages. More than one 
question may be placed on the same ballot page or series of 
pages. Tn elections where provision is made for straight party 
voting by marking a party circle. the designation of the 
political parties for straight party voting shall be on a 
separate page on which no names of candidates may appear. 
On each sua:eeding page of the candidate booklet. where the 
ballot information is listed vertically. the party affiliation of 
each candidate or the designation "independent" or the 
candidate's statement of principles. if any, shall appear 
immediately to the len ofthe candidate's name. and the name 
of candidates for the same office shall be listed vertically 
under the title of that office. 

(3) If a municipality utilizes an electronic voting system in 
which ballots distributed to electors are employed. absentee 
ballots may consist of ballots utilized with the system or 
paper ballots and envelopes voted in person in the office of 
the municipal clerk or voted by mail. If a ballot card is used 
for voting by mail it shall be accompanied by a punching tool 
or marking device. elector instructions and a sample ballot 
showing the proper positions to vote on the ballot card for 
each party. candidate or referendum and, if the ballot card is 
to be punched. shall be mounted on a suitable material. 

(4) In partisan primary elections. if a ballot contains the 
names of candidates of more than one party or the names of 
party candidates and independent candidates. it shall provide 
8 space for electors to designate a party preference or a 
preference for the independent candidates. Failure to desig. 
nate a preference does not invalidate any votes cast by an 
elector. except as provided in s. 7.50 (I) (d). 

H .. orr. 1979 c. 311; 1985 L 304. 

5.82 Wrlt .. ln ballots. If the ballot card employed by a 
municipality does not provide a space for write-in votes, the 
municipality shall provide a separate write-in ballot. which 
may be in the form of a paper ballot. to permit electors to 
write in the names of persons whose names are not on the 
ballot whenever write-in votes arc authorized. 

H .. orr. 1919c. 311; 1987 L 391. 

5.13 Prap.r.Uon lor u .. 01 yoUng devices; comparIson 01 
b.llots. Where voting devices are used at a polling place. the 
municipal clerk shall cause the voting devices to be put in 
order. set. adjusted and made ready for voting when delivered 
to the polling place. Before the opening of the polls the 
inspectors shall compare the ballots used in the voting devices 
with the sample ballots furnished and sec that the names. 
numbers and Iette .. thereon agree and shall certify thereto on 
forms provided by the board. 

H_ear,: 1979 c. 311. 

5.14 Telling 01 equIpment; cullody 01 progr ..... nd 
ballots. (1) Where any municipality employs an electronic 
voting system which utilizes automatic tabulating equipment. 
either at the polling place or at a central counting location. 
the municipal clerk shall. on any day not more than 10 days 
prior to the election day on which the equipment is to be 
utilized. have the equipment tested to aseertain that it will 
correctly count the votes cast for all offices and on all 
measures. Public notice of the time and place of the test shall 
be given by the clerk at least 48 hours prior to the test by 
publication of a class I notice under ch. 98S in one or more 
newspape .. published within the municipality if a newspaper 
is published therein. otherwise in a newspaper of general 
cimllation therein. The test shall be open to the public. The 
test shall be conducted by processing a prcaudited group of 
ballots so punched or marked as to record a predetermined 
number of ""lid votes for each candidate and on each 
referendum. The test shall include for each office one or more 
ballots which have votcs in excess of the number allowed by 
law and. for a partisan primary election. one or more ballots 
which have votes cast for candidates of more than one 
recognized political party. in order to test the ability of the 
automatic tabulating equipment to reject such votes. If any 
error is detected. the municipal clerk shall ascertain the cause 
and correct the error. The clerk shall make an errorless count 
befor. the automatic tabulating equipment is approved by 
the clerk for use in the election. 

(2) Before beginning the ballot count at each polling place 
or at the central counting location. the election officials shall 
witness a test of the automatic tabulating equipment by 
engaging the printing mechanism and securing a printed 
result showing a zero count for every candidate and rcfercn· 
dum. After the completion of the count. the ballots and 
programs used shall be sealed and retained under the custody 
of the municipal clerk in a secure location. 

Hllo.y: t979 c. 31t. 

5.85 AecelYlng, counting, tallyIng end return 01 ballots. 
(1) At any polling place at which an electronic voting system 
is utilized. the following procedures for receiving. counting. 
tallying and return of the ballots shall be used. Whenever 
paper ballots are utilized at a polling place in combination 
with ballots employed in an electronic voting system. the 
paper ballots shall be deposited in a separate ballot box or 
boxes. according to the types of ballots used. For the purpose 
of transporting the ballots or the record of the votes cast. the 
municipal clerk shall provide a secure container for each 
polling place. At each polling place. the applicable portions of 
the procedure prescribed for initialing the canvass under I. 
7.SI (I) and (2) shall be performed. except that no count of 
the ballots. except write-in votes and paper ballots used for 
absentee voting and other purposes authorized by law, may 
be performed at a polling place if a central counting location 
is designated for the counting of ballots at that polling place 
by the municipality. 

(2) The election officials shall examine the ballots or record 
of votes cast for write·in votes and shall count and tabulate 
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the write-in votes. When an electronic voting system is used 
wbicb utilizes a ballot wbicb is distributed to electors. before 
separating tbe remaining ballot cards from tbeir respective 
covering envelopes. the election officials shall examine tbe 
ballots for write·in votes. When an elector has cast a writc·in 
VOle, the election officials shall compare the write·in vote 
witb the votes on tbe ballot to determine wbetber the write-in 
vote results in an overvotc for any office. In case of an 
ovcrvolc for any office:, the election officials. consisting in 
each case of at least one election official of eacb of the 2 maior 
political parties. wbenever officials of botb parties are 
present. sball make a true duplicate ballot orall votes on tbe 
ballot card except for the office wbicb is overvoted. by using 
the ballot label booklet and voting device for tbe ward. if any. 
and one of the punching or marking devices so as to transfer 
all votes of tbe elector except for the office overvoted. to an 
offICial ballot of that kind used in tbe ward at tbat election. 
Write-in votes sball be counted as provided in s. 7.S0 (2) (d). 
The original ballot upon whicb tbere is an overvote shall be 
clearly labeled "Overvoted Ballot" and tbe ballot so pro­
duced "Duplicate Overvoted Ballot". and eacb sball bear tbe 
same serial number wbicb sball be placed tbereon by the 
election officials. commencing with number u'" and continua 
ing consecutively for eacb of tbe ballots of tbat kind in tbat 
ward. The election officials sball initial tbe "Duplicate 
Overvoted Ballot" ballots and sball place tbem in the 
container for return of tbe ballots. The "Overvoted Ballot" 
ballots and tbeir envelopes sball be placed in tbe "Original 
Ballots" envelope. Ballots bearing writc·in votes marked in 
the place designated therefor and bearing tbe initials of an 
election offICial and not resulting in an overvote and other .. 
wise complying witb the election laws as to marking sball be 
counted. tallied. and tbeir votes recorded on a tally sbeet 
provided by tbe municipal clerk. Ballot cards and ballot card 
envelopes sball be separated and all ballots except any wbicb 
are defective or overvoted shall be placed separately in tbe 
container for retum of tbe ballots. along witb the ballots 
marked "Duplicate Overvoted Ballots". 

(3) The election officials sball examine tbe ballots to 
determine if any is damaged or defective so t bat it cannot be 
counted by the automatic tabulating equipment. If any ballot 
is damaged or defective so tbat it cannot be properly counted 
by the automatic tabulating equipment. the election officials. 
consisting in eacb case of at least one official of eacb of tbe 2 
major political parties whenever present. in the presence of 
witn ...... shall make a true duplicate ballot of all votes. on 
tbat ballot by using tbe ballot label booklet and voting device 
for the ward. if any. and one of the punching or marking 
devices so as to transfer all votes of the elector to an official 
ballot of tbat kind used in tbe ward in tbat election. The 
original ballot sball be clearly labeled "Damaged Ballot" and 
tbe ballot so produced "Duplicate Damaged Ballot". and 
eacb sball bear tbe same number whicb sball be placed 
thereon by tbe election officials. commencing witb number 
"I" and continuing consecutively for tbe ballots of tbat kind 
in the ward. The election officials shall initial the "Duplicate 
Damaged Ballot" ballots. and sball place tbem in tbe 
container for return of tbe ballots. The officials sball place 
uOamaged Ballot" ballots and their envelopes in the "Origie 

nal Ballots" envelope. 
(4) The original ballots sball be preserved witb tbe dupli­

cate ballots and delivered by tbe inspectors to tbe municipal 
clerk. The officials shall tben make out a slip indicating tbe 
number of electors voting in person. number of absentee 
ballots deposited in tbe ballot box. and tbe total number of 
electors of eacb ward served by the polling place wbo voted at 
the election. wbich shall be signed by all the inspectors. 

(5) If tbe municipality bas designated a central counting 
location to be used to count ballots under s. 7.SI (I). tbe 
inspectors sball count and deposit tbe paper ballots in the 
container. The inspectors sball then place the slip made out 
under sub. (4) in tbe container. The inspectors sball also place 
tbe tally sheet recording tbe write-in votes and otber votes 
cast on paper ballots. and all otber ballots. or tbe record of 
the votes cast on an electronic voting system where no ballots 
are distributed to electors. in tbe container and shall the .... 
upon immediately seal the container witb an adhesive seal 
provided by the municipal clerk for tbe purpose in such 
manner that the seal completely covers tbe opening in the 
container. and eacb of tbe inspectors sball sign tbe seal. The 
"Defective Ballots" envelope. and ""Original Ballots" enve­
lope eacb sball be securely sealed and tbe nap or end tbereof 
of eacb signed by tbe inspectors and returned to tbe central 
counting location witb the box for return of the ballots. 
enclosed ballots and returns. Thereupon. tbe municipal clerk 
or 2 of tbe election officials. of different political parties 
wbenever offICials ofbotb parties are present. sball fortbwith 
and by tbe most direct route transport tbe container and 
envelopes to tbe central counting location designated by the 
municipal clerk. 

H.tory; 1979 eo 311; 1989 •. 192. 

5.86 Proceeding. el centrel counUng I_Uon. (1) All 
proceedings at the central counting location shall be under 
the direction of tbe municipal clerk unless tbe central count­
ing location is at the county seat and tbe municipal clerk 
delegates the responsibility to supervise tbe location to the 
county clerk. Except for any specially trained technicians 
required for tbe operation of tbe automatic tabulating equip' 
ment, tbe employes at the central counting location shall be 
equally divided between members of tbe 2 maior political 
parties under s. 7.30 (2) (a) and all duties performed by tbe 
employes shall be by teams consisting of an equal number of 
members of eacb political party whenever sullicient persons 
from eacb party are available. 

(2) At tbe central counting location. a team of election 
officials designated by tbe clerk having charge of the location 
under sub. (I) sball check tbe container returned containing 
tbe ballots to determine tbat all seals are intact. and tbere­
upon sball open tbe container. cbeck tbe inspectors' slip and 
compare tbe number of ballots so delivered against tbe total 
number of electors of eacb ward served by tbe polling place 
wbo voted. remove the ballots or record of the votes cast and 
deliver them to the technicians operating the automatic 
tabulating equipment. Any discrepancies between the 
number of ballots and total number of electors sball be noted 
on a sbeet furnisbed for tbat purpose and signed by the 
election officials. 

HIdary: 1979 c. 311; 191' a. 304. 

5.87 TabuleUng vote •• If a central counting location is not 
utilized. tbe procedure for tabulating the votes by tbe auto­
matic tabulating equipment shall be under tbe direction oftbe 
chief inspector and sball conform to tbe requirements of tbe 
automatic tabulating equipment. Ifany ballot is not accepted 
by the automatic tabulating equipment. the election officials 
sball make a duplicate ballot to replace tbat ballot in tbe 
manner prescribed in s. S.8S (3). All proceedings at tbe polling 
place and at any central counting location sball be open to tbe 
public. but no person. except tbose employed and autborized 
for tbe purpose. may toucb any ballot. container. envelope. 
return or equipment. 

HiItory: 1979c.311: 1913 •. 414. 

• 

• 
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5." Ofllclel ratum. The return produced by the automatic 
tabulating equipment shall be appended to the tally sheet by 
the canvassers. The return constitutes a part of the official 
return for the ward or election district. The municipal clerk 
shall check the totals shown by the return and, if it appears 
that there is an obvious discrepancy with respect to the 
number of votes cast in any ward or election district. the clerk 
shall have the ballots for that ward or election district 
publicly retabulated to correct the return. Upon completion 
of the count, the return is open to the public. 

HWorr. 1979 c. 311. 

5.80 Recounts. Except as otherwise provided in this sub­
chapter. recounts of votes cast on an electronic voting system 
shall be conducted in the manner prescribed in s. 9.01. If the 
ballots are in readable form, the board of canvassers may 
elect to recount the ballots without the aid of automatic 
tabulating equipment. If the board of canvassers elects to use 
automatic tabulating equipment, the board of canvassers 
shall test the automatic tabUlating equipment to be used prior 
to the recount .. provided in s. S.84, and then the official 
ballots or the record of the votes cast shall be recounted on 
the automatic tabulating equipment. In addition, the board 
of canvassers shall check the ballots for the presence or 
absence of the initials and other distinguishing marks. shall 
examine the ballots marked "Rejected ....... Defective .. and 
.... Objected to" to determine the propriety of such labels, and 
shall compare the "Duplicate Overvoted Ballots" and .... Du· 
plicate Damaged Ballots" with their respective originals to 
determine the correctness of the duplicates. 

Hktot'y: 1979c. 311; 1987 L 391. 

5.91 Requlillel lor approval 01 ballots, 'devleae end 
equlpmenl. No ballot, voting device, automatic tabulating 
equipment or related equipment and materials to be used in 
an electronic voting system may be utilized in this state unless 
it is approved by the board. The board may revoke its 
approval of any bal1o~ device, equipment or materials at any 
time for cause. No such ballot. voting device, automatlc 
tabulating equipment or related equipment or material may 
be approved unless it fulfills the following requirements: 

(1) It enables an elector to vote in secrecy and to select the 
party or the independent candidates for whom an elector will 
vote in secrecy at a partisan primary election. 

(2) Except at a primary election, it enables an elector to 
vote a straight party ticket, but the automatic tabulating 
equipment counts the vote of an elector who casts a vote for a 
candidate for an office outside the straight party ticket for 
that office only. 

(3) Except in primary elections. it enables an elector to vote 
for a ticket selected in part from the nominees of one party, 
and in part from the nominees of other parties. and in part 
from independent candidates and in part of candidates whose 
names are written in by the elector. 

(4) Itenables an electorto vote for a ticket of his orherown 
selection for any person for any office for whom he or she 
may desire to vote whenever write·in votes are permitted. 

(5) It accommodates all referenda to be submitted to the 
electors in the form provided by law. 

(6) The voting device or machine permits an elector in a 
primary election to vote for the candidates of the recognized 
political party or the independent candidates of his or her 
choice. and the automatic tabulating equipment or machine 
rejccts any ballot on which votes are cast in the primary of 
more than one recognized political party. except where a 
party or independent candidate designation is made or where 
an elector casts write.in votes for candidates of more than one 
party on a ballot that is distributed to the elector. 

(7) It permits an elector to vote at an election for all 
persons and offices for whom and for which the elector is 
lawfully entitled to vote; to vote for .. many persons for an 
office as the elector is entitled to vote for; to vote for or 
against any question upon which the elector is entitled to 
vote: and it rejects all choices recorded on a ballot for an 
office or a measure if the number of choices exceeds the 
number which an elector is entitled to vote for on such office 
or on such measure, except where an elector casts excess 
writ .. in votes upon a ballot that is distributed to the elector. 

(I) It permits an elector, at a presidential or gubernatorial 
election, by one action to vote for the candidates of a party 
for president and vice president or for governor and lieuten­
ant governor. respectively. 

(9) It prevents an elector from voting for the same person 
more than once for the same office. except where an elector 
casts excess write.in votes upon a ballot that is distributed to 
the elector. ' 

(10) It is suitably designed for the purpose used, of durable 
construction, and is usable safely, securely, efficiently and 
accurately in the conduct of elections and counting of ballots . 

(11) It records correctly and counts accurately every vote 
properly cast and maintains a cumulative tally of the total 
votes cast that is retrievable in the event of a power outage, 
evacuation or malfunction so that the records of votes cast 
prior to the time that the problem oc:cun is preserved . 

(12) It minimius the possibility of disenfranchisement of 
electors .. the result of failure 10 understand the method of 
operation or utilization or malfunction of the ballot, voting 
device, automatic tabulating equipment or related equipment 
or materials. 

(13) The automatic tabulating equipment authorized for 
use in connection with the system includes a mcchanism 
which makes the operator aware of whether the equipment is 
malfunctioning in such a way thai an inaccurate tabulation of 
the votes could be obtained. 

H_torr. 1979 c. 311; 1983 a. ..... ; 198$ a. lOC. 

5.92 Bond may be required. Bcforeentering into a contract 
for the purchase or lease of an electronic voting system or any 
ballots. voting devices. automatic tabulating equipment or 
related equipment or materials to be used in connection with 
a system, any municipality may require Ihe vendor or lessor 
to provide a performance bond with a licensed surety co .... 
pany .. surety, guaranteeing the supply of additional equip­
ment, parts or materials, provision of adequate computer 
programming, preventive maintenance or emergency repair 
services. training of election officials and other municipal 
employes or provision of public educational materials for a 
.peciroed period, or guaranteeing the security of the computer 
programs or other equipment or materials to be utilized with 
the system to prevent election fraud, or such other guarantees 
as the municipality determines to be appropriate. 

H.&Dry: 1919 c. 311. 

5.93 Admlnlltratlon. The board may promulgate re .. on· 
able rules for the administration of this subchapter. 

HalDfy: 1979c.311;I98Sa.3321.2S1(I). 

5.94 Sample ballot labell and cerdl; publication. When 
an electronic voting system employing a ballot label and 
ballot card is used, the county and municipal clerk of the 
county and municipality in which the polling place desig. 
nated for use of the system is located shall cause to be 
published, in the type B notices, a true actual·size copy of the 
ballot label and ballot card containing the names of offices 
and candidates and statements of measures to be voted on, .. 
nearly .. possible, in the form in which they will appear on 
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the official ballot label and ballot card on election day. The 
notice may be published as a newspaper insert. Municipal 
clerks may post the notice if the remainder of th. type B 
notice is posted. 

Hktory: 1979 c. 311. 

5.95 Elector InlormaUon. Th. board shall prescribe infor­
mation to electors in municipalities and counties using van-

OUI types of electronic voting systems to be published in lieu 
of the information specified in s. 10.02 (3) in type B notices 
whenever the type B notice information is inapplicable. 

Hlltory: 1979 c. 311. • 

• 
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CHAPTER 6 

THE ELECTORS 
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6.2" 
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6.26 
6.27 
6.2" 
6.21 
6.29 
6.30 
6.32 
6.325 
6.33 
6.35 
6.36 
6." 
6..5 
6.<6 
6 .... 
6.30 

WHO MAY VOTE 
Qualifa.bont., JtftCftI. 
Diaqualiration of clecton. 
EJcetion day asc dettrmincJ ekc1or's rishu. -...-. 
New raidmtl; praidcntial YOtin" 
Fonnct' rnidmt&. 
Abient dectan. 
DooeuaI ,l<cIon. 
Absentee VoDnl (or military electon. 
Federal overlcu vatin,. 
Write-in abacnt« baDot. 

REGISTRATION 
Rcptran. 
Where elcl:tor rtptration required. 
~lration and votinlutistic:&. 
Where and when to reprn. 
Late rqiltration in penon. 
How 10 re,uter. 
Vcrifk:ation or mail re"strations. 
Oisqualirec:ation of cleeton. 
Rcllltralion fomas. 
Filin, reJistration forma. 
omaal r~SIr .. tion Jisl 
Transferrin, repntion. 
Acccu to rqistration lill, 
Poilliltl; copyin .. 
Cballonp. "~"b,,,. 
Revision 01 rella.ration lid.. 

WHO MAY VOTE 

6.02 Qu.nOc.Uo .... g.n.r.l. (1) Every U.S. citizen age 18 
or older who has resided in an election district or ward for 10 
days before any election where the citizen offers to vote is an 
eligible elector. 

(2) Any U.S. citizen age 18 or older who moves within this 
state later than 10 days before an election shall vote at his or 
her previous ward or election district if the person is other­
wise qualified. Ir the elector can comply with the H)·day 
residence requirement at the new address and is otherwise 
qualified. he or she may vote in the new ward or election 
district. 

HiItory: 1971 c. 304 •. 29 (2); 1971 Co 336 •. 37; 1975 c. 85 a. 5. 66 (3); 
1977 Co 3!M; 1991 a.316. 

An di"ble elector and a qualified ekc:tOf art' i:lentical. Ch. 6 apPIic::& to 
annexation rderendum elcdor qualirlCation. under 66.021 (6). W.dnnaton Y. 

Altoona. 73 w (2d) 250. 2<3 NW (2d) .04. 
Durational rnidencc rcquircmcnu. Oirrord. 1973 WLR 91 ... 

6.03 DlsquanneaUon ol.'.oIora. (1) The following persons 
shall not be allowed to vote in any election and any attempt to 
vote shall be rejected: 

(a) Any person who is incapable of understanding the 
objective of the elective process or under guardianship pursu­
ant to the order of a court under ch. 880. except that when a 
person is under limited guardianship, the court may deter­
mine that the person is competent to exercise the right to vote; 

(b) Any person convicted of treason, felony or bribery. 
unless the person's civil rights are reslored. 

(2) No person shall be allowed to vote in any eleclion in 
which the person has made or become interested, direcUy or 
indirecUy, in any bet or wager depending upon the result of 
the election. 

(3) No person may be denied the righl to register to vote or 
lhe right to vote by reason that the person is alleged to be 
incapable of understanding the objective of the elective 
process unless the person has been so adjudicated in a 
separate proceeding instiluled for that purpose by an elector 

6.5< 
6.55 
6.56 
6.57 

6.76 
6.77 
6.71 
6.79 
6.10 
6.12 

6.1< 
6 .• 5 
6.86 
6.165 
6.17 
6.175 

6.11 
6.19 

6.92 
6.925 
6.93 
6.935 
6.9< 
6.95 

Failure to resister. riPta. 
Pollina pbcc reaistration: "atin, by c:ertir..::adon. 
vtrirntion of votcn nOl appcarinl on list. 
Rqistralton lilt for school .nd special clcaiona. 

Time off (or VOlin" 
Place for volin,. 
Poll houn. 
Record;n. cleeton. 
Mcchana of votml. 
A_inl clec:ton.. 

VOTING 

VOTING ABSENTEE 
ConItnxtion. 
AMent elector, dcf"mition. 
Application (or ablmtcc ballot. 
FCdeni poItc:an:I rcqUCIt form. 
Abcnt ~tiftl proc:eduI'c. 
Ablmtec VOlin, in _nU1'linI and rttircmmt homes and ccnaift 

community-based residefttial rKilitic::&. 
Votinl and RiCOI"dinl the abacnt« ballot. 
Abxnt eleeton list public. 

OIALLENCiING ELECTORS 
Inspector matins chalknSC· 
Elcd.or makinl chaUensc in penon. 
ChaUenaina the Ulml deaor. 
ChaIIenSC baed on incompetency. 
Challenlcd elcaor oath. 
VoIinl proc:cdure for chaJlenp dccton. 

of the municipality in accordance with the procedures set 
forth in ch. 880 for detennining incompetency. If a detenni­
nation of incompetency of the person has already been made. 
or if a determination or limited incompetency has been made 
which does not include a specific finding that the subject is 
competent to exercise the right to vote. and a guardian or 
limited guardian has been appointed as a result of any such 
detennination.lhen no determination of incapacity or under­
standing the objective of the elective process is required 
unless the guardianship is terminated or modified under s. 
880.34. 

H.tory: 1973 c. 784; 1m c. 26. 394; 1979 c. 110; 1991 L 316. 
DiIen(ranc:hitemml of felon. doet not deny Ihern equal protcdion. Rich­

ardson v. Ramirv.., .. II US 2 ... 

6.05 Eleollon d.y age determine. elector'. right •• Any 
person who will be 18 years old on or before election day is 
enlilled to vote if the person complies with this chapter. 

H.tory: 1971 c. 336 L 37; 1911 c. 390L 252; 1991 L 316. 

6.10 EI.oIor r •• lde...,.. Residence as a qualification for 
voting shall be governed by the following standards: 

(1) The residence ofa person is the place where the person's 
habitation is fixed, without any present intent to move, and to 
which. when absent. the person intends to retum. 

(2) When a married pe"on's family resides at one place 
and that person's business is conducted at another place, the 
former place establishes lhe residence. If the family place is 
temporary or for transient purposes, it is not the residence. 

(3) When an elector moves rrom one ward to another or 
from one municipality to another within the state after the 
last registration day but at least 10 days before the election. 
the elector may vote in and be considered a resident of the 
new ward or municipality where residing upon transferring 
regislration under s. 6.40 (I) or upon registering at the proper 
polling place or other registration location in the new ward or 
municipality under s. 6.55 (2). If the elector moves within 10 
days of an eleclion. the elector shall vote in the elector's old 
ward or municipality if otherwise qualified to vote there. 
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(4) 'The residence or an unmarried person sleeping in one 
ward and boarding in another is the place where the person 
sleeps. The residence of an unmarried person in a transient 
vocation. a teacher or a student who boards at dilTerent 
places ror part orthe week. month or year. ir one or the places 
is the residence or the person's parents. is the place or the 
parents' residence unless through registration or similar act 
the person elects to establish a residence elsewhere. Ir the 
person has no parents and ir the person has not regist.red 
elsewh.re. the person's residence shall be at the place which 
the person considered his or her residence in preference to any 
other ror at least 10 days berore an election. If this place is 
within the municipality. the person is .ntitled to all the 
privileges and subject to all the duties or other citizens having 
their residence there. including voting. 

(5) A person shall not los. residence when the person leaves 
home and goes into another state or county. town, village or 
ward of this slate for temporary purposes with an intent to 
return. 

(6) As prescribed by articl. III or the constitution. no 
person loses residence in this state while absent rrom this state 
on business for the United States or this state; and no member 
or the armed rorces or the United 'States gains a residence in 
this state because of being stationed within this statc. 

(7) A guest at a national or a state soldiers' home in this 
state. a guest at a home ror the aged supported by benevo­
lence. or a patient or any county home or other charitable 
institution, resides in the municipality where the home is 
located and within the ward where the guest or patient sleeps. 
unl ... berore becoming a guest or patient at the home the 
guest or patient elects to maintain his or her prior residence as 
his or her voting residence. 

(8) No person gains a residence in any ward or .Iection 
district orthis state whil. there ror t.mporary purposes only. 

(9) No person loses the right to vote at the person's plac. or 
residence while receiving public assistance or unemployment 
compensation even if the legal settlement for assistance is 
elsewhere. 

(10) If a person moves to another state with an intent to 
make a permanent residence there. or, if while there the 
person exercises the right to vote as a citizen of that state by 
voting, the person loses Wisconsin residence. 

(11) Neither an intent to acquire a new residence without 
removal. nor a removal without intent. shall affect residence. 

(12) Student status shall not be a consid.ration in deter­
mining residence ror the purpose or establishing voter 
eligibility. 

(13) A military elector under s. 6.22 (I) (b) who is the 
spouse or dependent of another military elector may elect to 
take as his or her residence either the individual's most recent 
residence in this state or the residence of the individual's 
spouse or the individual providing his or her support. 

H .. orr: 1971 c:. 304 L 29(2): 1975 c. 85. 94. 199; 19nc.16; 1919c.26O; 
1983 L 192.48-4; 1985 L 304; 1987 L 391; 1991 a. 316. 

Vokl' rnidmt')' and ablcntcc VOrinl discussed. 60 Atty. Gen. 214. 
Votinl residmcy of family memhen of militarypenonnd statioft(d in Wis­

consin discuaed. 61 Atty. Gen. 269. 
Upon marnaF to a Wia:onsin seMCl:man. a nonresident wife may tab 

Wixon,in votinl residence 01 husband. 61 AUy. Gen. 365. 

6.15 New restdenla; presldentlat voting. (1) QUAUFlCA­
nONS. Any person who was or who is a qualified elector 
under ... 6.02 and 6.03. except that he or she has been a 
resident or this stat. ror less than 10 days prior to the date or 
the presid.ntial .Iection. is entitled to vote ror the president 
and vice president but ror no other offices. The ract that the 
person was not registered to vote in the state from which he or 
she moved does not prevent voting in this state if the elector is 
otherwise qualified. 
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(2) ApPLICA nON.OR BAllOT. Any person qualirying under 
sub. (I) need not register to vote. but ,hall apply ror and cast 
his or her ballot as rollows: 

(a) 'The elector's request ror the application rorm may be 
made to the proper municipal clerk either in person or in 
writing any time during the I Goday period in which the 
elector's residence requirement is incomplete. but not later 
than the applicable deadline ror making application ror an 
absentee ballot. or may be made at the proper polling place in 
the ward or election district in which the elector resides. Th. 
application rorm shall be returned to the municipal cl.rk aner 
the affidavit has been signed in the presence or the clerk or 
any officer authorized by law to administer oaths. 'The 
affidavit shall be in substantially the rollowing rorm: 

STATE OF WISCONSIN 
County or .... 
I ...... do solemnly swear that I am a citizen or the United 

States; that prior to establishing Wisconsin residence. my 
I.gal residence was in the .... (town) (village) (city) or ..... state 
or ..... residing at .... (street address); that on the day or the 
next presidential election. I shall be at least 18 years or age 
and that I have been a legal resident orthe state or Wisconsin 
since ..... 19 ... residing at .... (street address). in the [ .... ward 
or the .... aldermanic district of] the (town) (village) (city) or 
.. ... county or .... ; that I have resided in the state I ... than 10 
days. that I am qualified to vote ror president and vice 
president at the election to be held November ..... 19 ... that I 
am not voting at any other place in this election and that I 
hereby make application ror an official presidential ballot. in 
accordance with section 6.1 S or the Wisconsin statutes. 

Signed .. .. 
P.O. Address .. .. 

Subscribed and sworn to berore me this .... day or ..... 19 .. 
.. .. (Name) 
.... (Titl.) 

(b) The clerk shall provide with the application rorm a card 
which the elector shall fill in and return with the application 
to the municipal clerk. The card shall stat. that the elector 
intends to vote for president and vice president in Wisconsin 
and that his or her voting privileges should be canceled at his 
or her previous residence. Th. card shall be in substantially 
the rollowing rorm: 

.. .. (Full Name· print or type) 
It is my intent to vote for president and vice president in 

Wisconsin, under section 6.1 S. Wisconsin Statutes. 
() I am not registered to vote at my previous addr .... 
() I am registered to vote at my previous addr ... and I 

hereby authorize the cancellation of my previous voting 
privileges at that address: 

.... (Street) ..... (Town. village. city) ..... (State) .... (Zip) 
Signature .. .. 

Present Address .. .. 
(c) The municipal clerk upon receipt or the application 

rorm and voting privileges cancellation card shall immedi· 
ately rorward the card to the proper official orth. applicant's 
prior residence. 

(3) VOTING PROCEDURE. (a) Clerk's office. I. Upon proper 
completion or the application and cancellation card. the 
municipal clerk shall inrorm the elector that he or she may 
vote ror the presidential electors not sooner than 9 days nor 
later than S p.m. on the day berore the election at the office or 
the municipal clerk. or at a specified polling place on election 
day. When voting at the municipal c1erk's office. the appli. 
cant shall provide identification and shall mark or punch the 
ballot in the clerk's presence in a mann.r that will not disclose 
his or her vote. Unl ... the ballot is utilized with an electronic 
voting system. the applicant ,hall rold the ballot so as to 
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conceal hiJ or h.r vot •. Th. applicant shall then d.posit the 
ballot and seal it in an envelope furnished by the cl.rk. 

2. Th. cl.rk shall enclos. the env.lope containing the 
ballot in a carrier envelope. securely seal it. and indorse it 
with his or her name, title and the words. '"This envelope: 
contains the vote for president and vice president of a new 
resident and shall be opened only at the polls during polling 
hours on election day". Th. cI.rk shall ke.p the env.lope in 
his or her office until the clerk delivers it to the inspectors. as 
provided in sub. (4). 

3. The clerk shall keep open to public inspection a list of all 
new residents who have vot.d under this section. The list shall 
give the nam •• address and application date of each elector. 

(b) Elu,ion day. An eligible elector may appear at the 
polling place for the ward or election district wh.re he or she 
resides and make application for a ballot under sub. (2). In 
such cas •• the inspector or speci.1 regiJtration deputy shall 
perform the duties of the municipal clerk. The elector shall 
provide identification. If the elector iJ qualifi.d. he or she 
sh.1I be permitted to vote. The elector shall m.rk or punch 
the ballot and. unless the b.llot iJ utilized with .n .Iectronic 
voting syst.m. the .Iector sh.1I fold the ballot. and shall give it 
to the inspector. The inspector shall d.posit it directly in the 
ballot bo •. Voting machines or ballots utilized with .Iectronic 
voting systems m.y only be used by .Iectors voting und.r this 
section if they permit yoting for president and vice president 
only. 

(4) DBLlVI!Ilv AND DEPOSIT OF BALLOTS. (a) aerks holding 
new resident ballots shall deliver them to the election inspec:­
tors in the proper ward or election district where the new 
residents reside. as provided by s. 6.88 for absentee ballots. 

(b) During polling hours. the inspectors shall open .ach 
carrier envelope. announce the elector's name, check the 
affidavit for proper execution. and check the voting qualifica .. 
tions for the ward. if any. 

(c) The inspectors shall open the inn.r .nv.lope without 
examination of the ballot other than is necessary to see that 
the issuing clerle has indorsed it. 

(d) Upon satisfactory compl.tion of the procedure und.r 
pars. (b) .nd (c) the inspectors sh.1I d.posit the ballot in the 
b.llot bo •. Th. inspectorsshall.nter the name of each .Iector 
voting under this section on a separate list maintained for the 
purpose und.r s. 6.79. 

(.) If the person iJ not a qualified .Iector in the ward or 
municipality. or if the envelope is open or has been open.d 
and resealed. the inspectors shall reject the vol •. R.jected 
ballots sh.1I be processed the sam. as r.jected .bsentee 
b.llots. und.r s. 6.88 (3) (b). 

(S) CHALLENGE OF VOll!. Any new resident's vote may be 
ch.llenged for caus. in the manner provided in ... 6.92 to 
6.9S. 

(6) DEATH OF ELECTOR. When it .ppears by due proof to the 
inspectors that a person voting under this section has died 
before the date of the .Iection. the inspectors sh.1I return the 
b.llot with d.fectiv. ballots to the issuing official. 

H .. orr. 1971 c. 3!M: 1919 c:. 311; 1981 c. 391; 1983 •. 44; 1985 •• 304; 
1981 L 391. 

6.18 Formar residents. If in.ligibl. to qualify as .n elector 
in the state to which the elector has moved, any former 
qualified Wisconsin .Iector may vote an absente. ballot in the 
ward of the elector's prior residence in any presidential 
election occurring within 24 months after leaving Wisconsin 
by requesting an application form and returning it. properly 
..ecuted. to the municipal cl.rk of the elector's prior Wiscon­
sin residence. When requesting an application fonn for an 
• bsentee b.llot. the .pplicant sh.1I specify the applicant's 
.Iigibility for only the presidential ballot. Th •• pplic.tion 
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form sh.1I require the following inform.tion .nd be in 
substantially the following form: 
This bl.nk sh.1I be r.turned to the municipal cl.rk·s 01T1CC. 
Application must be received in sufficient time for ballots to 
be mailed and returned prior to Bny presidential election at 
which applicant wishes to vote. Complete all statements in 
full. 

APPLICATION FOR PRESIDENTIAL 
ELECTOR'S ABSENT BALLOT. 

(To be voted .t the Presidential Election 
on November ..... 19 .. ) 

I ..... h.reby swear or affirm that I am • citizen of the United 
Stat.s. formerly residing at .... in the .... w.rd ..... Id.rmanic 
district (city. town. vill.g.) of ..... County of .... for 10 days 
prior to leaving the St.t. of Wisconsin. I ..... do sol.mnly 
swear or .ffirm that I do not qualify to regiJt.r or vote und.r 
th.laws ofth. Stat. of .... (Stat. you now reside in) where I.m 
presently residing. A citizen must be a resident of: Stat. 
.... {In .. rt tim.) County .... (Insert tim.) City. Town or ViII.ge 
.... {lnsert time). in order to be eligible to register or vote 
therein. I furth.r swe.r or affirm th.t my 1.ga1 residence was 
establiJhed in the Stat. of .... {th. St.te wh.r. you now resid.) 
on .... Month .... D.y .... V.ar. 

Signed .... 
Address .... (Pr ... nt address) 

.... (City) .... (St.te) 
Subscribed .nd sworn to before m. thiJ .... d.y of .... 19 ... 
. ... (Notary Public. or other officer authorized to administer 
o.ths.) 
.... {County) 
My Commission expires 
MAIL BALLOT TO: 
NAME .... 
ADDRESS .... 
CITY .... STATE .... ZIP CODE .... 
Pmol,iu for Viola, ions. Whoev.r swears f.lsely to .ny .b­
sent .lector .ffidavit und.r thiJ section m.y be fined not more 
than SI.OOO or imprisoned not more th.n 6 montbs. or both. 
Whoever intentionally votes more than once in an election 
may be fined, not more than S 1 0.000 or imprisoned not more 
than 3 years. or both. 

.... (Municip.1 CI.rk) 
.... (Municipality) 

H .. ...,., 1971 c. 304 L 29 (1). (2~ 1975 c. IS a. 9. 66 (3); 1991 L 316. 

6.20 Absent elactors. Any qualifi.d .Iector of thiJ st.t. 
who regist.rs wh.r. required may vote by absentee b.1l01 
und.r ss. 6.84 to 6.89. 

HillOry: 1985 L 304. 

6.21 Daceased alactors. When by due proof it .ppears to 
the inspectors that a person voting under this section has died 
before the date of the .Iection. th.y sh.1I r.turn the ballot 
with defective ballots to the Usuing offici.1. The casting of the 
ballot of a deceased elector does not invalidate the election. 

Hiltory: 1985 L 304. 

6.22 Absantee voting lor military electors. (1) DEFINI­
noNS. In this section: 

(.) "M.mber of the m.rch.nt marin." me.ns an individ­
ual. other than a member of a uniformed service or an 
individu.1 employ.d •• nrolled or m.intained on the Great 
Lak.s or the inland wat.rw.ys. who is any of the following: 

I. Employed as an officer or crew member of • v .... 1 
documented und.r the laws of the United States. or a v .... 1 
owned by the United St.tes. or a v .... 1 of foreign-nag 
registry under charter to or control of the United States . 

2. Enrolled with the Unit.d States for .mployment or 
training for .mployment. or m.intained by the Unit.d States 
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for emergency relief service. as an officer or crew member of 
any such vessel. 

(b) "Military elector" means any of the following: 
1. Members of a uniformed service: 
2. Members of the merchant marine of the United States. 
3. Civilian employes of the United States and civilians 

offICially attached to a uniformed service who are serving 
outside the United States. 

4. Peace corps volunteers. 
5. Spouses and dependents of those listed in the above 

categories residing with or accompanying them. 
(c) "Uniformed service" means the U.S. army, navy, air 

force, marine corps or coast guard. the commissioned corps 
ofthe federal public health service or the commissioned corps 
of the national oceanic and atmospheric administration. 

(2) ApPLtCAnON AND VonNG PROCl!DURE. (a) A military 
elector shall vote in the ward or election district for the 
address of his or her residence prior to becoming a military 
elector, except that: 

I. A military elector voting in this state who is the spouse of 
another military elector and who did not maintain a residence 
in this state prior to becoming a military elector shall vote in 
the ward or election district for the address of his or her 
spouse. 

2. A military elector voting in this statc who is the 
dependent of another military elector and who did not 
maintain a residence in this state prior to becoming a military 
elector shall vote in the ward or election district for the 
address of the individual providing his or her support. 

3. A military elector who is the spouse of another military 
elector and whose most recent residence in this statc was 
different than the residence of his or her spouse prior to 
becoming a military elector may vole in the ward or election 
district for the address of his or her former residence or the 
ward or election district for the address of his or her spouse. 

4. A military elector who is the dependent of another 
military elector and whose most recent residence in this state 
was different than the residence of the individual providing 
his or her support prior to becoming a military elector may 
vott in the ward or election district for the address of his or 
her former residence or the ward or election district for the 
address of the individual providing his or her support. 

(b) Whenever an application, affidavit or other act is 
required in ss. 6.86 to 6.89 any military elector may fulfill the 
requirements by subscribing or swearing before any person 
authorized to administer oaths or 2 adult U.S. citizens. 

(c) A federal postcard registration and absentee hallot 
request form may be used to apply for an absentee ballot 
under this section if the form is completed in such a manner 
that the municipal clerk or board of election commissioners 
with whom it is filed is able to determine all of the following: 

I. That the applicant is qualified to vote in the ward or 
election district where he or she seeks to vote under par. (a). 

2. That the applicant qualifies to receive an absentee ballot 
under this section. 

(d) If an applicant uses a federal form under par. (c) to 
request an absentee ballot for all elections, the application 
shall so state. 

(3) RWtSTRAnON EXEMPT. Military electors are not re­
quired to register as a prerequisite to voting in any election. 

(4) INSTRUcnONS AND HANDUNG. A military elector may 
request an absentee ballot for any election or for all elections. 
A military elector's application for al\ elections may be 
received at any time. A military elector's application for an 
individual election may be received no earlier than the first 
day of the 6th month commencing before the election. The 
municipal clerk shall not mail a ballot for an election if the 
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application is received later than 5 p.m. on tbe Friday 
preceding that election. 1be municipal clerk shall mail a 
ballot, as soon as available, to each military elector who 
requests a ballot. The board shall prescribe the instructions 
for marking or punching and returning ballots and the 
municipal clerk shall enclose instructions with each ballot 
and shall also enclose supplemental instructions ror local 
elections. The envelope. return envelope or explanatory note 
m~y not contain the name or any candidate appearing on the 
enclosed ballots otherthan that of the municipal clerk affixed 
in the fulfillment of his or her duties. The material shall be 
prepared and mailed to make use of the federal free postage 
laws. The mailing list established under this subsection shall 
be kept current in the same manner as provided in s. 6.86 (2) 
(b). 

(5) VOnNG PROCEDURE. Except as authorized in s. 6.25. the 
ballot shall be marked or punched and returned, deposited 
and recorded in the same manner as other absentee ballots. In 
addition. the affidavit under s. 6.87 (2) shall have a statement 
of the elector's birth date. Failure to return the unused ballots 
in a primary election does not invalidate the ballot on which 
the elector casts his or her votes. 

(6) MILITARV EU!CroR UST. Each municipal clerk shall 
keep an up-to-date list of all eligible local military electors; 
city clerks shall keep the lists by wards. The list shall contain 
the name, latest-known military residence and military mail· 
ing address of each military elector. All persons over 18 years 
of age or who will be 18 years old prior to an election shall be 
listed and remain on the list for the duration oftheirtou. of 
duty. The list shall be kept current through all possible 
means. Each clerk shall exercise reasonable care 10 avoid 
duplication or names or listing anyone who is not eligible to 
vote. Each clerk shall distribute 2 copies of the list to Ihe 
appropriate ward in the municipality for use on election day. 

m EXTl!NSlON OF PRlVIU!Gl!. This section applies to all 
military electors for 10 days aner the date of discharge from a 
unironned service or termination or services or employment 
of individuals specified in sub. (I) (b) I to 4. 

Hiltory: 1971 c. 304 L 29 (2); 1971 c. 336 L 37; 1973 c. 334 L 57; 1975 c. 
U I&. 10.66(3); 1977 c. 394; 1979c.l9. 311; 1981 c. 391; 1983 L .811; 1985 L 
304; 1987 a. 391; 1919 L 192. 

6.24 Federal oye ..... yoUng. (1) Dl!FtNmON. In this sec­
tion. "overseas electorn means a citizen not disqualirlCd rrom 
voting under s. 6.03 who has or will altain the age of 18 by the 
date of an election who does not qualify as a resident of this 
state under s. 6.10, but who was last domiciled in Ihis slate 
immediately prior to departure from the United Stales. and is 
not registered to vote or voting in any other state. territory or 
possession. 

(2) EuomJUTY. An overseas elector under sub. (I) may 
vote in any election ror national office. including the Septem­
ber primary and presidential preference primary and any 
special primary or election. Such elector may not vote in an 
election ror state or local office. An overseas elector shall votc 
in the ward or election district in which he or she was last 
domiciled prior to departure from the United States. 

(3) Rl!GtSTllAnoN.lfregistration is required in the munici­
pality where the overseas elector resides. the elector shall 
register on a form prescribed by the board designed to 
asccnain the elector's qualifications under this section. Thc 
form shall be substantially similar to the original form under 
s. 6.33 (I), insofar as applicable. Registration shall be accom­
plished in accordance with s. 6.30 (3). 

(4) REQUESTS. (a) An overseas elector who is properly 
registered where registration is required may request an 
absentee ballot in writing under ss. 6.86 to 6.89. The board 
shall prescribe a special certificate affidavit form for the 
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envelope for overseas electors under this section which shall 
be substantially similar to that provided in s. 6.87 (2). An 
overseas elector who is not registered may request both a 
registration form and an absentee ballot for a specificelec:tion 
at the same time, and the municipal clerk shall mail the ballot 
automatically if the registration fonn is received within the 
time prescribed in s. 6.30 (3). Whenever an application, 
affidavit or other act is required in ss. 6.86 to 6.89 an overseas 
elector may rulfill the requirements by subscribing or swear­
ing bero", any person authorized to administer oaths or 2 
adult U.S. citizens. 

(b) A rederal postcard registration and absentee ballot 
request rorm may be used to apply ror an absentee ballot 
under par. (a) irthe rorm iscampleted in such mannerthat the 
municipal clerk or board of election commissioners with 
whom it is filed is able to determine all or the rollowing: 

I. That the applicant is an overseas elector under sub. (I). 
2. That the applicant qualifies to vote in the ward or 

election district where he or she seeks to vote under sub. (2). 
(5) BALLOTS. The board shall prescribe a special ballot ror 

use under this section whenever necessary. Official ballots 
under ss. 5.60 (8) and 5.64 (3) may abo be used. The ballot 
shall be designed to comply with the requirements or ss. 5.60 
(8), 5.62 and 5.64 insorar as applicable. All ballots shall be 
limited to national offices only. 

(6) INSTRUC110NS AND HANDLING. The municipal clerk 
shall mail a banot, as lOon as available. to each overseas 
elector by whom a request has been made. The board shall 
prescribe the instructions for marking or punching and 
returning ballots and the municipal clerk shall enclose such 
instructions with each ballot. The envelope, return envelope 
and instructions may not contain the name of any candidate 
appearing on the enclosed ballots other than that or the 
municipal clerk affixed in the fulfillment of his or her duties. 
The municipal clerk shall mail the material postage prepaid 
to any place in the world. The overseas elector shall provide 
",tum postage. 

(7) VOnNG PROCEDURe. Except as authorized under s. 6.25, 
the ballot shall be marked Or punched and ",turned, depos­
ited and recorded in the same manner as other absentee 
ballots. In addition, the certificate-affidavit shall have a 
statement or the elector's birth date. Failure to ",tum the 
unused ballots in a primary election does not invalidate the 
ballot on which the elector casts his or her votes. 

(8) OvERseAS ELI!CTOR LIST. Each municipal clerk whe", 
registration is not required shall keep an up-to-date list or all 
eligible local overseas electors; city clerks shall keep the lists 
by wards. The list shall contain the name, latest-known 
",sidence and mailing add .... s or each overseas elector. The 
list shall be kept cur"'"t through all possible means. Each 
clerk shall e:llercise reasonable care to avoid duplication of 
names or listing anyone who is not eligible to vote. Each clerk 
shall distribute 2 copies or the list to the appropriate polling 
places in the municipality ror use on election day. 

HIItorr- 1977 ~ 394; 1979 c. 260, 311; 1985 •. 304; 1981 •. 391; 1989 L 
t92. 

6.25 Write-In ablenlee ballot. (I) Any individual who 
qualifies as a military elector under s. 6.22 (I) (b) or an 
overseas elector under s. 6.24 (I) and who transmits an 
application ror an official absentee ballot ror a general 
election no later than 30 days before election day may, in lieu 
or the official ballot, cast a rederal write-in absentee ballot 
prescribed under 42 USC 1973rr-Hor any candidate or ror all 
or the candidates or any recognized political party ror na­
tional office listed on the official ballot at the general election 
ir the rederal write-in absentee ballot is ...ceived by the 
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appropriate municipal clerk no later than the time prescribed 
in s. 6.87 (6) . 

(2) Any individual who qualifies as a military elector under 
s. 6.22 (I) (b) and who transmits an application ror an official 
absentee ballot ror any election no later than 30 days berore 
election day may, in lieu or the official ballot, cast a write-in 
absentee ballot ror any candidate or ror all or the candidates 
or any recognized political party listed on the official ballot at 
the election irthe write·in absentee ballot is received by the 
appropriate municipal clerk no later than the time p...scribed 
in s. 6.87 (6). The ballot shall contain the inrormation 
required under s. 5.55 whenever applicable and on the race 
shall indicate the type and date or election and shall list the 
offices to be filled and the number or votes that each elector 
may cast ror each office. The ballot shall include a number or 
spaces under each office equal to the nwnber of votes 
permitted to be cast for that office for the elector to write in 
the names of candidates. 

(3) Any individual who qualifies as an overseas elector 
under s. 6.24 (I) and who transmits an application for an 
official absentee ballot ror any election no later than 30 days 
before election day may. at any election for national office in 
lieu or the official ballot, cast a write-in absentee ballot ror 
any candidate for national office or for all of the candidates 
or any ...cognized political party ror national office listed on 
the official ballot at the election irthe write-in absentee ballot 
is received by the appropriate municipal clerk no later than 
the time p...scribed in s. 6.87 (6). The ballot shall contain the 
inrormation required under s. 5.55 whenever applicable and 
on the race shall indicate the type and date or election and 
shall list the offices to be filled. The ballot shall include a 
space under each office for the elector to write in the name of 
a candidate . 

(4) A writ .. in absentee ballot issued under sub. (I), (2) or 
(3) is valid only ir all or the rollowing apply: 

(a) The ballot is submitted rrom a location outside the 
United States. 

(h) The elector submitting the ballot does not submit an 
official ballot within the time prescribed in s. 6.87 (6). 

H.1Or)": 1981 L 391; 1989 L 192. 

REGISTRATION 

6.26 Reglltrarl. (1) Where "'8istration is applicable under 
5. 6.27. the municipal clerk or the board of election commis.­
sioner. or each municipality shall administer elector "'gistra­
tion within the m~nicipality in acx:ordancc with the proce­
dures prescribed undersub. (3). The clerk or board or election 
commissioners shall prepare and maintain the registration list 
under this chapter. 

(2) (a) A qualified elector or the state may apply to any 
municipal clerk or board of election commissionen to be 
appointed as a special registration deputy ror the purpose or 
registering electors prior to the close of registration. An 
applicant may be appointed by more than one municipal 
clerk or board of election commissioners to serve morc than 
one municipality. 

(b) The municipal clerk or board or election commissionen 
may appoint an applicant who qualifies under this subsec­
tion, unless the applicant's appointment has been revoked by 
a municipality ror cause. A municipal clerk or board or 
election commissionen may revoke an appointment for cause 
at any time. 

(c) No individual may serve as a special "'8istration deputy 
in a municipality unless the individual is appointed by the 
municipal clerk or board of election commissioners of the 
municipality. 
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(d) This subsection does not apply to deputies appointed 
und.r s. 6.55 (6). 

(3) Th. board shal~ by rul •• prescribe procedures for 
appointment of special registration deputies. for revocation 
of appointments of special r.gistration deputies. and for 
training of special registration deputies by municipal clerks 
and boards of .Iection commission .... Th. procedures shall 
be formulated to promote increased r.gistration of .Iecto .. 
consistent with the needs of municipal clerks and boards of 
election commissioners to efficiently administer the registra­
tion process. 

Hillery: 1915 •. JCM D. 50, 521: 1917 a. 391; 1989 L 192. 

6.27 Whe .. elector regl.lrellon required. (1) Ev.ry mu­
nicipality over 5.000 population shall keep a r.gistration list 
consisting of all currently regist.red .Iecto ... Wh.re used. 
r.gistration applies to all .Iections. 

(2) By ordinance. the gov.rning body in municipalities 
with I ... than 5.000 population may require registration. 

(3) Any municipality with less than 5.000 population and 
any municipality wh.re a fed.ral census has not yot det.r­
mined the population may have registration by a referendum 
vot •. Th. vote may be taken at the spring or gen.ral.lection 
whenever. at least 60 days before the election.th •• Iecto .. fiI. 
with th. municipal c1.rk a petition requesting a r.f.rendum 
asking wh.th.r registration shall be required. Th. petition 
shall conform to th. requirements ofs. 8.40 and be signed by 
.Iecto .. atl.ast equal to 15% ofth. votes cast for gov.rnor in 
the municipality in th. last gen.ral election. 

(4) (a) When r.gistration is ord.red or directed und.r sub. 
(2) or (3). it may be abolished by a ref.rendum vot •. Th. vote 
may be taken at the spring or gen.ral .Iection when.ver. at 
least 60 days before th •• Iection. th •• Iecto .. fiI. a petition 
conforming to th. requirements of s. 8.40 with th. cl.rk 
requesting a ref.rendum. Th. petition shall be signed by 
• Iecto .. atl.ast equal to 15% ofth. votes cast for gov.rnorin 
the municipality in the last gcoeral election. 

(b) Notice shall be given as for municipal elections. 
(5) Whenev.r registration is established or abolish.d. 

under sub. (2). (3) or (4). th. municipal clerk shall immedi­
at.ly cerlify th. action to th. county cl.rk and th. board. 

HWary: 1973e:. 334 L '7; 1911 c. 394; 1979c:. 260. 3"; 1913 L 414; 1915 
L 304; 1989 L 192. 

6.275 Reglslrallon and yollng ltaUllies. (1) Within 30 days 
aft.r each primary and .Iection at which a state or national 
olr"'" is filled or a statewide ref.rendum is held. including any 
special election. the municipal clerk or board of election 
commissioners shall make a written statement in duplicate to 
the county cl.rk or board of .Iection commissioners of each 
county in which th. municipality is located specifying: 

(a) Th. total number of .Iecto .. residing in that county 
who voted in the municipality in that primary or election. 

(b) Wh.r. registration applies. th.total number of .Iecto .. 
of the municipality residing in that county who were preregis­
t.red on the dead lin. specified in s. 6.28 (I). including valid 
mail registrations which are postmark.d by that day. 

(c) Wh.re registration appli.s. th.total number of .Iecto .. 
of th. municipality residing in that county who registered 
after the close of registration and prior to the day of the 
primary or election under s. 6.29. 

(d) Wh.re registration applies. the total number of .Iectors 
of the municipality residing in that county who registered on 
the day of the primary or .Iection under s. 6.55. 

(.) Th.total number of .Iectors of the municipality voting 
absentee ballots althe primary or .Iection. 
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(2) Upon receipt of each r.port filed under this section.th. 
county cl.rk or board of .Iection commission.rs shall for­
ward on. copy to th. board within 7 days. 

Hktaty: 1979 c. 260; 1979 c. '" u. 12 to I.; 1983 L .q.c; 19., L 3<W; 
1989 L 192. 

6.21 Where end when 10 .. gl.ler. (1) REGISTRA nON LOCA­
noNS; DBADLlNB. Registration in person for any election shall 
close at 5 p.m. on th. 2nd Wednesday preceding th •• Iection. 
Registrations made by mail und.r s. 6.30 (4) must be d.liv­
.red to the office of th. municipal cl.rk or postmarked no 
lat.r than the 2nd Wedn.sday preceding the .Iection. All 
applications for registration corrections and additions may 
be made throughout the yoar at the office oftbe city board of 
election commissioners. at the office of the municipal clerk. at 
the office of any register of deeds or at oth.r locations 
provided by tbe board of .Iection commissioners or th. 
common council in cities over 500.000 popUlation or by eith.r 
or both the municipal cl.rk. or the common council. villag. 
or lown board in all oth.r municipalities and may also be 
made during th. school year al any high school by qualified 
persons und.r sub. (2) (a). Oth.r registration locations may 
include but are not limited to fire houses. police stations. 
public libraries. institutions of higher education. supermar· 
k.ts. community cent .... plants and factories. banks. savings 
and loan associations and savings banks. Special registration 
d.puties shall be appointed for all locations. 

(2) AT HIGH SCHOOLS. (a> Public high schools shall be used 
for registration for .nrolled students and members oftbe high 
school staff. 

(b) Th. municipal clerk of .ach municipality in which 
.Iector registration is required shall notify tbe school board of 
each school district in which Ih. municipality is localed that 
high schools shall be used for registration pursuanl to par. 
(a). Th. school board and th. municipal clerk shall agree 
upon th. appointment of at least one qualified .Iector at each 
high school as a special school regislration deputy. Th • 
municipal clerk shall appoint such person as a school regis. 
tration d.puty and •• plain the person's duties and responsi­
bilities. Students and staff may regist.r at the high school on 
any day that classes are regularly h.ld. Th. school registra­
tion d.puties shall promptly forward properly compl.ted 
registration forms to the municipal cl.rk of th. municipality 
in which th. regist.ring student or staff member resides. Th. 
municipal cl.rk. upon receiving such registration forms. shall 
add all those regist.ring .Iectors who have m.tth. registra­
tion requirements to the registration list. The municipal clerk 
may reject any registration form and shall promptly notify 
the person whose registration is rejected of the rejection and 
the reason ther.for. A person whose r.gistration is rejected 
may reapply for registralion ifhe or she is qualified. The form 
of each high school student who is qualified and will be 
.Iigibl. to vote atth. ne,t.lection shall be filed in such a way 
that wh.n a student attains the age of 18 yea .. th. student is 
regist.red to vote automatically. Each school board shall 
assure that th. principal of ev.ry high school communicates 
elector registration information to students. 

(c) Th. principal of any private high school having a 
substantial number of students residing in a municipality may 
request the municipal clerk to establish registration dates 
when a special registration d.puty will be present in th. high 
school. or to appoint a special school registration deputy in 
accordance with par. (b). Th. c1.rk shall establish registration 
dates or appoint a special school r.gistration deputy in the 
high school if th. cl.rk d.t.rmines th. school to have a 
substantial number of students residing in the municipality, 

(3) AT OFFICE OF REGIS11!R OF DEEDS. Any person who 
resides in a municipality requiring registralion of electors 



• 
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shall be given an opportunity to register to vott at the office 
of the register of deeds. An applicant may fill out the required 
registration form under s. 6.33. Upon receipt of a completed 
form. the register of deeds shall forward the form within S 
days to the appropriate municipal clerk. or to the board of 
election commissioners in cities over SOO,OOO population. The 
register of deeds shall forward the form immediately when­
ever registration closes within S days of receipt. 

HIItory: 1971 c:. 304 L 29(2); 1973 c. 166.225.334; 1975c. 8S. 199: 1977 
c. 378. 394.441; 1979c:. 32: 1911 c. 44 L 3; 1981 c. 201 .. 23; 1983 .. "84; 1985 L 
304: 1989 •• 31,191; 1991 L 221. 

6.21 Late .. glllraUon In ... roon. (1) No names may be 
added to a registration list for any election aner the close of 
registration. except ... authorized under this section or s. 6.SS 
(2) or (3). Any person whose name is not on the registration 
list but who is otherwise a qualified elector is entitled to vote 
at the election upon compliance with this sc:c:tion. 

(2) (a) Any qualified elector of a municipality where 
registration is required who h85 not previously filed a regis­
tration form or whose name does not appear on the registrae 

tion list of the municipality shall be entitled to vote at tbe 
election if he or she delivers to the municipal clerk a registra­
tion form executed by the elector. The form shall contain a 
certification by the elector that all statements are true and 
correct. Akcrnatively. if the elector cannot obtain a registra­
tion form. the elector may deliver a statement. signed by the 
elector. containing all of the information required on the 
registration form. The elector shall present aa:eptable proof 
of residence ... provided in s. 6.SS (7). If no proof is presented. 
the registration fonn or the listing of required infannation 
shall be substantiated by one other elector of the municipal­
ity. corroborating all the material statements therein. The 
corroborating elector shall then provide aa:eptable proof of 
residence under s. 6.SS (7). The signing of the form by the 
registering elector and statement by the corroborating elector 
shall be done in the presence of the municipal clerk or deputy 
clerk not later than S p.m. of the day before an election. 

(b) Upon the filing oflhe registration form required by this 
section. the municipal clerk shall issue a cenificate addressed 
to the inspectors of the proper ward directing that the elector 
be permined to C85t his or her vote. The certificate shall be 
numbered serially. prepared in duplicate and one copy pre­
served in the office of the municipal clerk. 

(c) The elector. at the time he or she appears at the correel 
polling place. shall deliver the certificate issued under par. (b) 
to the inspectors. If Ihe elector applies for and obtains an 
absentee ballot. the certificate shall be annexed to and mailed 
with the absentee ballot to the office of the municipal clerk. 

(d) The inspectors shall record the names of electors who 
present certificates in person or for whom certificates are 
presented with absentee ballots under this section on the list 
maintained under s. 6.S6 (I). These names shall then be added 
to the registration list if the electors are qualified. 

Hiltorr. 1977 c. 394; 1987 L 391; 1989 L 192. 

6.30 How 10 regllter. (1) IN peRSON. Registration applica­
tions shall be made in person. except under subs. (2) to (4). 

(2) WHEN CONFlNl!D OR DISABLED. A registration form for a 
qualified elector may be completed at the home or institution 
where an elector is confined because of physical illness or 
infirmity or where a disabled elector resides if the elector finds 
it difficult. due to such iIIn .... infirmity or disability. to 
register in another manner. The form shall contain a certifiea· 
lion by the elector that all statements are true and correct. A 
registration form for such an elector may be made in the 
presence of any individual who is authorized to register 
electors. or a form may be signed by the elector and witnessed 
by one other elector of the municipality and then mailed or 
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delivered to the municipal clerk. The form shall contain a 
statement that the elector is confined because of physical 
illness or infirmity or is disabled and finds it difficult. due to 
such illness, infirmity or disability, to register in another 
manner. 

(3) WHl!N ABS!!NT. Any elector who is located more than SO 
miles from his or her legal voting residence may register 
before the close of registration for any election ... follows: 

(a) The elector shall secure the necessary blank registration 
form and instructions for its completion from the municipal 
clerk. 

(b) (The elector shall certify that all statements are true and 
correct. The elector's certification shall be witnessed by 2 
adult U.S. citizens or by an individual who is authorized to 
administer oaths. who shall sign the form.) 

NOTE: ..... (b) .. _._ ... ,9I9W ...... "Z. .. 34,d\'.1-t~ 
1919 WIL Act .'%, .. 3l, ftJIHII,.. (b) crrec::dft tt.t .... ate. 

(c) The elector shall return the registration form to the 
clerk of the municipality where the elector resides. The form 
shall be prepostpaid for return when mailed at any point 
within the United States. To be eligible to vote in an electicin 
the form shall be received by the clerk prior to the close of the 
clerk's office on the registration deadline date for that 
election. 

(4) By MAn. Any eligible elector who is located not more 
than SO miles from his or her legal voting residence may 
register by mail on a form prescribed by the board and 
provided by each municipality. The form shall be designed to 
obtain the information required in 55. 6.33 (1) and 6.40 (t)(a) 
and (b). The form shall contain a certification by the elector 
that all statements are true and correct. The form shall be 
prepostpaid for return when mailed at any point within the 
United States. and shall be signed by a special registration 
deputy or shall be signed and substantiated by one other 
elector residing in the same municipality in which the register­
ing elector resides, corroborating all material statements 
therein. The form shall be available in the municipal clerk's 
office and may be distributed by any elector ofthe municipal­
ity. The clerk shall mail a registration form to any elector 
upon written or oral request. 

HIIIDIy: 1971 c. 249; 1975c.I5 .. 12. 6$; 1975 c:. 199.200,275. 422; 1m 
c:. 213. 390'; 1983 L 434; 1989 L 192. 

6.32 VerlDcaUon 01 mall ,aglltraUon .. (1) Upon receipt of 
a registration form which is submitted by mail under s. 6.30 
(4). the municipal clerk shall examine the form for sufficiency. 

(2) If the form is insufficient to aa:omplish registration or 
the clerk knows or has reliable information that the proposed 
elector is not qualified. the clerk shall notify the proposed 
elector within S days, if possible. and request that the elector 
appear at the clerk's office or other registration center to 
complete a proper registration or substantiate the informa­
tion presented. 

(3) If the form is submitted taterlhan the close of registra­
tion. the clerk shall make a good faith elTort to notify the 
elector that he or she may register at the c1erk's office under s. 
6.29 or at the proper polling place or other location desig­
nated under s. 6.SS (2). 

(4) If Ihe form is sufficient to accomplish registration and 
the clerk has no reliable information to indicate that the 
proposed elector is not qualified, the clerk shall entcr the 
elector'S name on the registration list and transmit a 1st class 
leUer or postcard to the registrant. specifying the elector's 
ward or aldermanic district. and polling place. If such letter 
or postcard is returned. or ir the clerk is inrormed or a 
different address than the one specified by the elector. the 
clerk shall strike the name of the elector from the list. The 
lener or postcard shall specify "ADDRess CORREcnON lUI-
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OUES11ID" or .... 00 NOT FORWARD-'\ and if a postcard, 
.... RElUIlN POSTAGE! GUARANTEED", 

H .. orr. 1915 ,.15,199; 1977 c. 394; 1919 t. 260; 1913 •. 414. 

6.325 DllqualiDealion of electorl. No person may be dis· 
qualified as an elector unless the municipal clerk, board of 
election commissioners or a challenging elector under s. 6.48 
demonstrates beyond a reasonable doubt that the person 
docs not qualify as an elector or is not properly registered. If 
it appears that the elector or proposed elector is registered in 
another location, the municipal clerk or board of election 
commissioners may require the challenged elector to sign an 
autborization to cancel registration under s. 6.40 (I) (b) and 
sball notify the proper official at that location. The municipal 
clerk or board of election commissioners may require natu­
ralized applicants to sbow their naturalization certificates. 

Hktarr- 1913 L 414 L 37; 1915 a. 304. 

6.33 Reglltrellon forml. (1) The municipal clerk shall 
supply sufficient registration forms as prescribed by the 
board printed on loose-leaf sheets or cards to obtain from 
each applicant information as to namc. date. residence loca­
tion, citizenship, age, whether the applicant has resided 
within the ward or election district for at least 10 days, 
whetber the applicant has lost his or her right to vote, and 
whetber the applicant is currently registered to vote at any 
otber location, and shall provide a space for the applicant's 
signature. Each register of deeds shall obtain sufficient regis­
tration forms at the expense of the unit of government by 
whicb he or she is employed for completion by any elector 
who desires to register to vote. 

(2) (a) The information may be recorded by any person, 
but the applicant shall sign his or her own name unless the 
applicant is unable to sign his or her name due to pbysical 
disability. In such case, the applicant may authorize another 
elector to sign the form on his or her behalf. If the applicant 
so autborizes, the elector signing the form shall attest to a 
statement that the application is made upon request and by 
authorization of a named elector who is unable to sign the 
form due to physical disability. Ward and aldermanic district 
information shall be filled in by the clerk. 

(b) The registration form shall be signed by the registering 
elector and any corroborating elector under s. 6.29 (2) (a), 
6.30 (2) to (4) or 6.55 (2) before the clerk, issuing officer or 
registration deputy. The form shall contain a certification by 
the registering elector that all statements are true and correct. 

(3) The registration form may include a space ror a voting 
record to be filled in by the municipal clerk. If the form does 
not include such a space, voting record information shall be 
maintained separately by the municipal clerk in sucb form 
that it may be retrieved by computer. 

(4) When an individual's registration is canceled. the 
municipal clerk or board of election commissioners shall 
enter the date and reason for cancellation on the individual's 
registration form. 

H"orr. 1971 c. 304 I. 29 (I). (2); 1971 c. 336 I. 37; 1975 c:. '!Ii a. 15, 16. 
17.66(3); 197!1ic. 94 •. 91: 1977 c:. 378, 394. 447; 1979(:. 32: 1981 e. 441. 3: 1981 
c. 202 I. 23; 198!1i L JeW; 1987 L 391; 1989 •. 31.192. 

6.35 Filing reglstraUon lorml. (1) Under the direction of 
the municipal clerk or board of election commissioners. the 
original registration forms shall be filed in one of the follow­
ing ways: 

(a) In alphabetical order of the electors' names. 
(b) In alphabetical order according to street names, in 

numerical order on each street and in alphabetical order of 
the electors' names at each address on the street. 

(2) Registration forms shall be kept on file in the office of 
the municipal clerk. When the original forms are used on 
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election day, they sball be returned to the clerk within 2 days 
aner the election . 

(3) In municipalities employing data processing for keep­
ing of registration records, original registration forms sball be 
maintained in the office of tbe mWlicipal clerk or board of 
election commissioners at all times. 

(5) Duplicate registration forms shall be maintained by 
municipalities not employing data processing. Duplicates 
shall be filed in tbe same order as originals, except that 
duplicates shall be filed for tbe entire municipality without 
regard to wards. 

(6) Original registration forms in municipalities not em­
ploying data processing shall be maintained by ward. Origi­
nal registration forms in municipalities employing data 
processing need not be maintained by ward, but tbe data 
processing system employed shall enable retrieval of the 
registration list by ward. 

Hr.tory: 1971 c:. 249; 1971 e. 30011. 29 (2): 1971 c. 336; 1975 c. 8!1i; 1971 c. 
394; 1983 L 414: 1985 L 3001; 1989 L 191. 

6.36 Olllel .. reglllreUon 1111. (1) The municipal clerk shall 
compile a registration list for usc in each ward following the 
arrangement for registration forms under s. 6.35. 

(2) The registration lists sball contain the full name and 
address of each registered elector, a blank column for the 
entry of the serial number of the eleeton when they vote, and 
a form of a certificate stating that eacb list is a true and 
complete combined cbeck and registration list of the respec­
tive wards. 

(3) Municipalities shall prepare at least 2 copies of the 
registration list for eacb ward and bind tbem in boole form. 
The original registration forms constitute tbe official registra· 
tion list and shall be controlling whenever discrepancies 
occur. 

Hillary: 1971 c:. 304 I. 29 (2); 1975 c:.15: 1m c. 394 a. 21, 2l. n. 

6.40 Trensferrlng reglllreUon, (1) ELI!CTOR INITIA11VB. (a) 
Wilhin municipality. Any registered elector shall transfer reg· 
istration aner a change of residence witbin the municipality in 
which he or she is registered by appearing in person or by 
mailing to the municipal clerk a signed request stating his or 
her present address, affirming that tbis will be tbe elector's 
residence for 10 days prior to the election and providing the 
address where he or she was last registered. Alternatively, the 
elector may transfer his or her registration at the proper 
polling place or other registration location under s. 6.02 (2) in 
accordance witb s. 6.55 (21 (al. Ir an elector is voting at a 
former ward or election district, the change shall be effective 
for the next election. 

(b) Within IIate. Any elector wbo changes residence within 
this state from one municipality to another sball give his or 
her previous residence upon application for registration at 
the new residence and shall sign an authorization to cancel 
voting privileges at the former residence on a form prescribed 
by the board and furnished by each municipality. The cancel· 
lation autborization shall be forwarded to the proper election 
officials no later than 3 days aner the close of registration. 
Such elector may also transfer bis or her registration at the 
proper polling place or other registration location as pro­
vided in s. 6.s5 (2) (a). 

(c) Name change. Whenever an elector's name is legally 
changed, including a change by marriage or divorce, the 
elector shall transfer his or her registration to his or her legal 
name by appearing in person or mailing to tbe municipal 
clerk a signed request for a transfer of registration to such 
name. Alternatively, a registered elector may make notifica· 
tion of a name cbange at his or ber polling place under s. 6.55 
(2) (d). 

• 

• 

• 
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(2) CU!a,,'s INJTtA11V1!. (a) Municipal clerics may transfer 
any elector', registration upon receipt ofrcliable information 
that the elector has changed residence within the municipal­
ity. The cleric shall mail the elector a notice of the transfer. 

(b) In addition to the revision which is required under s. 
6.50, municipal clerics may conduct door-to-door and mail 
registration canvasses at any time. The door-tCHlaar canvass 
shall consist of both the deletion from the registration list of 
the names ofeleclon who no longer reside at the address for 
which they are registered and the addition to the registration 
list of the names of electors who reside at that address. The 
mail canvass shall consist of the municipal clerk examining 
the registration records and canceling the registration of 
electors aner the mailing of notices in accordance with s. 6.50 
(I) and (2) or (2m). The mail canvass may also consist of 
adding to the registration list the names of eligible electors. 
Both door-to-door and mail canvasses whenever made shall 
be made throughout the municipality in a uniform manner. 

(3) Rl!CORDING CHANGES. All changes of names and ad­
dresses under this section shall be filed with the municipal 
cleric and the cleric shall then correct the official registration 
list. 

HIiIIory: 1911 c. 242; 1971 c. 304 •. 29(1), (2); 1915c:. IS, 199.200; 1917 Co 
~ ... 23. 24. 53; 1983 a. 414; 1985 L 304. 

6.45 Accell to reglslT.Hon list. (1) Aner the deadline for 
revision of the registration list. the municipal clerk shall make 
copies ofthc list for election use. The registration list and any 
supplemental lists which are prepared at polling places or 
other registration locations under s. 6.55, shall be open to 
public inspection. Under the regulations prescribed by the 
municipal clerk. any person may copy the registration list at 
the office of the cleric. A registration list maintained at a 
polling place may be eumined by an observer when such use 
docs not interfere with the conduct of the election. 

(2) The municipal cleric shall furnish upon request to each 
candidate who has filed nomination papers for an office 
which represents at least part of the residents of the munici­
pality one copy of the alrt'Cnt registration list for those areas 
ror which he or she is a candidate for a fee not to exceed the 
cost of reproduction. 

HIItorT- 1975 c.IS. 199; 19n c. 3M L 53; 1913 a. 484; 1989 a. 192. 

6.46 PolllIsls; copying. Poll lists shall be preserved by the 
municipal clerk until destruction or other disposition is 
authorized under s. 7.23, and shall be open to public inspec­
tion. The municipal clerk shall furnish upon request to each 
candidate who has filed nomination papers for an office 
which represents at least part of the municipality one copy of 
the current poll list for those areas ror which he or she is a 
candidate for a fee not to exceed the cost ofreprnduction. If a 
copying machine is not accessible. the clerk shall remove the 
lists from the office for the purposes of copying, and return 
them immediately thereafter. 

HillOI"'f: 1975 c .• ',199. 

6.48 Challenging registration. (1) GI!Nl!RAL PROCI!DURB. 

(a) Any registered elector of a municipality may challenge the 
registration of any other registered elector by submitting to 
the municipal clerk or executive director of the board of 
election commissioners in cities of more than 500,000 popula­
tion an affidavit stating that the elector is not qualified to vote 
and the reasons therefor. The clerk or director. upon receipt 
of the affidavit. shall mail a notification of the challenge to 
the challenged elector, at his or her registered address. 

(b) The challenged and challenging electors shall appear 
before the municipal clerk within one week of notification or 
arrange under sub. (2) to appear before the board of election 
commissioners. The challenging elector shall make an affida-
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vit answering any questions necessary to determine the chal­
lenged elector's qualifocations. Judgment rests with the mu­
nicipal cleric and decisions shall be rendered as soon as heard. 
If the cleric cannot resolve the issue or has reservations as to 
the answers, the cleric may require the challenging elector to 
talce the oath under s. 6.925. Ifthe challenged elector appears 
and conteslS any answer of the challenging elector, the cleric 
may require the challenged elector to talce the oath under s. 
6.94 and to answer any question necessary to determine the 
challenged elector's qualifications. If the challenging elector 
appears before the municipal cleric or board of election 
commissioners but the challenged elector fails to appear, such 
cleric or board may malce the decision without consulting the 
challenged elector. Ifthe municipal cleric or board of election 
commissioners does not sustain the challenge, the challenged 
elector's registration remains valid. 

(c) If the challenging elector fails to appear before the 
municipal cleric within one weelc or in cities of more than 
500,000 population fails to appear before the board of 
election commissioners under sub. (2) to answer questions 
and talce the oath under s. 6.925, such cleric or board shall 
cancel the challenge. 

(d) If the clerk determines that the challenged elector is not 
qualified, the cleric shall cancel the challenged elector's regis­
tration, malcethe necessary change in the registration list and 
notify the inspectors for the ward or election district where 
the elector was registered. 

(2) SPI!ClAL PROCI!DURB IN POPULOUS cmES. (a) In cities of 
more than 500,000 population, objections may be made 
before the board of election commissioners which shall sit on 
the last Wednesday before each election from 9 a.m. to 12 
a.m. and from 2 p.m. to S p.m. to hear objections then made 
or deferred under sub. (I). If all the objections cannot then be 
determined, the commissioners shall sit during the same 
hours the next day. 

(b) Upon appearing in person, objectors shall be ex­
amined, under oath, by the commissioners and testimony 
talcen. Judgment rests with the board of election commission­
ers and decisions shall be rendered as soon as heard. All cases 
are heard and decided summarily. The commissioners shall 
determine whether the person objected to is qualified. If they 
determine that a person is not qualified, the name shall be 
striclcen from the registration list and the proper ward 
officials notified of the change immediately. 

(3) CHALLENGE BASED ON INCOMPI!T1!NCV. Section 6.03 (3) 
applies to any challenge which is made to registration based 
on an allegation that an elector is incapable of understanding 
the objective of the elective process and thereby ineligible for 
registration. 

(4) DlSQuALMcAnON. The municipal cleric or board of 
election commissioners may not disqualify an elector under 
this section except upon the grounds and in accordance with 
the procedure specilied in s. 6.325. 

HklOry: 1971 c. 30C L 19 (2); 1913 c. 334; 1915 Co 1!Ii. 199; 1m c. 394; 
1979 c. 110; 1983 a. 484; 1985 L 3OC; 1987 L 391. 

6.50 Revision o. registration tlsL (1) Within 90 days fol­
lowing each general election, the municipal cleric or board of 
election commissioners of each mW'licipality in which regis­
tration is required shall examine the registration records and 
identify each elector who has not voted within the previous 4 
years if qualified to do so during that entire period and shall 
mail a notice to the elector in substantially the following 
form: 

"NOTICE OF SUSPENSION OF 
REGISTRATION 

You are hereby notified that your voter registration will be 
canceled, according to state law, for failure to vote within the 
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p~ous 4-year period, unless you apply for continuation of 
your registration within 30 days. You may continue your 
registration by signing the statement below and returning it to 
this office by mail or in person. 

APPLICATION FOR CONTINUATION 
OF REGISTRATION 

I hereby certify that I still reside at the address at which I 
am registered. and apply for continuation of registration. 

Signed .. .. 
Present Address ... . 

If you have moved within this municipality or changed 
your name, pi ..... contact this office to complete a change of 
name or address form. 

[Office of clerk or board 
of election commissioners 

Address 
Telephone]". 

(2) The municipal clerk or board of elect ion commissioners 
shall cancel the registration of a II notified electors under sub. 
(I) who have not applied for continuation of registration 
within 30 days of the date of mailing of the notice of 
suspension. 

(2m) (a) As an alternative to the procedure prescribed in 
subs. (I) and (2), the governing body of a municipality where 
registration is required may provide for revision of registra­
tion lists under this subsection. 

(b) Following each general election, the municipal clerk of 
the municipality shall revise and correct the registration list 
by ~ewing the registration of any elector who failed to vote 
within the past 4 years if qualified to do so during that entire 
period. Each such elector shall be mailed an address verifica­
tion card under par. (c). If an address verification card is 
returned by the postal service to the clerk, the registration of 
such elector shall be canceled. Otherwise, the registration 
shall be retained notwithstanding failure of the elector to vote 
at any election, except as provided in subs. (4) to (7). 

(c) Upon a 1st class postcard bearing the mailing legend, 
"00 NOT FORWARD - RETURN POSTAGE! GUARANTEED'" the 
voter address verification shall read substantially as follows: 

"OFFICIAL VOTER ADDRESS VERmCATlON 
The official voter registration list shows that you are 

registered to vote by the name and address appearing on the 
front of this card. If either the name or address appearing on 
the front oflhis card is incorrect. please contact this office in 
person or by mail. Improper registration may result in your 
being denied the right to vote. 

[Office of clerk 
Clerk's address 

Telephone]". 
(3) Upon receipt of reliable information that a registered 

elector has changed his or her residence to a location outside 
of the municipality, the municipal clerk or board of election 
commissioners shall notify the elector by mailing a notice by 
1st class mail to the elector's registration address stating the 
source of the information. All municipal departments and 
agencies receiving information that a registered elector has 
changed his or her residence shall notify the clerk or board of 
election commissioners. If the elector no longer resides in the 
municipality or fails to apply for continuation of registration 
within 30 days of the date the notice is mailed, the clerk or 
board of election commissioners shall cancel the elector's 
registration. Upon receipt of reliable information that a 
registered elector has changed his or her residence within lhe 
municipality, the municipal clerk or board of election com· 
missioners shall transfer the elector's registration and mail 
tbe elector a notice of the transfer under s. 6.40 (2). This 
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subsection docs not restrict the right of an elector to challenge 
any registration under s. 6.325, 6.48, 6.925 or 6.93. 

(4) The municipal clerk or board of election commissioners 
shall cancel the registration of deceased electors by means of 
checking vital statistics reports. No notice need be sent of 
registrations canceled under this subsection. 

(5) The registration of any elector whose addr ... is listed at 
a building which has been condemned for human habitation 
by the municipality under s. 66.05 (2) shall be investigated by 
the municipal clerk or board of election commissioners. Iflhe 
clerk or board of election commissioners can find no reason 
why tbe registration of such an elector should not be stricken 
from the registration list, the elector's registration shall be 
canceled. Iftbe elector has len a forwarding address with the 
U.S. postal service, a notice of cancellation shall be mailed by 
the clerk or board of election commissioners to the forward· 
ing address. 

(6) The municipal clerk, upon authorization by an elector, 
shall cancclthe elector's registration. 

(7) When an elector's registration is canceled, the munici­
pal clerk shall make an entry upon the registration card, 
giving the date and cause of cancellation. 

(8) Any municipal governing body may dircctthe munici­
pal clerk or board of election commissioners to arrange with 
the U.S. postal service pursuant to applicable federal regula. 
tions~ to receive change of address information with respect 
to individuals residing within the municipality for revision of 
the elector registration lis!. If required by the U.S. postal 
service, the governing body may create a registration com­
mission consisting ofthe municipal clerk or executive director 
of the board of election commissioners and 2 other electors of 
the municipality appointed by the clerk or executive director 
for the purpose of making application for address changes 
and processing the information received. The municipal clerk 
or executive director shall act as chairperson of the commis­
sion. Any authorization under this subsection shall be for a 
definite period or until the municipal governing body other­
wise determines. The procedure shall apply uniformly to the 
entire municipality whenever used. The proocdure shall pro­
vide for receipt of complete change of address information on 
an automatic basis, or not less often than once every 2 years 
during tbe 60 days preceding tbe close of registration for the 
September primary. If a municipality adopts the proocdure 
for obtaining address corrections under this subsection, it 
need not comply with the proocdure for mailing address 
verification cards under subs. (I) and (2) or (2m). 

(9) Whenever a name is stricken from the registration list. 
the municipal clerk or board of election commissioners shall 
enter the reason for striking on the list next to the stricken 
name. 

(10) Any elector whose registration is canceled under this 
section may have his or her registration reinstated by filing a 
new registration (onn. 

H_tory: 1911 c. 242; 1971 c. 304 L 29 (2); 1971 c. 336 L 37; 1973 c. 164; 
1975c. 85. 199,200; 1977 C. 39411. 27. 53; 1979c. 260; 1983 L 484; 1985 L 304; 
1987 •. 391. 

6.54 Fallura 10 regl.tar; right •• No name may be added to 
the registration list after the close of" registration, but any 
person whose name is not on the registration list but who is 

·otherwise a qualified elector is entitled to vote at the election 
upon compliance with s. 6.29 or 6.55. 

H.tory: 1985 L 304 I. 60. 

6.55 Polling place regl.trallon; voting by cerllncaUon. (2) 
(a) Excepl where the proocdure under par. (c) is employed, 
any person who qualirles as an elector in the ward or election 
district where he or she desires to vote, but has not previously 

• 

• 

• 
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filed a registration form. or was registered at another location 
in a municipality where registration is required. may request 
pennission to vote at the polling place for that ward or 
election district. or at an alternate polling place assigned 
under s. 5.25 (5) (b). When a proper request is made. the 
inspector shall require the person to execute a registration 
form prescribed by the board which shall contain the follow­
ing certification: 

"I ...... hereby certify that to the best of my knowledge. I 
am a qualified elector. having resided at .... for at least 10 days 
immediately preceding this election. and that I am not 
disqualified on any ground from voting. and I have not voted. 
at this election." If a change of address is made from outside 
the municipality. the elector shall me a cancellation under s. 
6.40 (I)(b). 

(b) Upon executing the registration form under par. (a). 
the person shall be required by a special registration deputy 
or inspector to present acceptable proof of residence under 
sub. (7). If the person cannot supply such proof. the registra­
tion form shall be substantiated and signed by one other 
elector who resides in the same municipality as the registering 
elector. corroborating all the material statements therein. The 
corroborator shall then provide acceptable proof of resi­
dence. The signing by the elector executing the form and by 
any elector who corroborates the information in the form 
shall be in the presence of the special registration deputy or 
inspector. Upon compliance with this procedure. such person 
sh.1I then be given the right to vote. 

(c) I. As an alternative to registration at the polling place 
under pars. (a) and (b). the board of election commissioners, 
or the governing body of any municipality in which registra­
tion is required may by resolution require a person who 
qualifies as an elector and who is not registered and desires to 
register on the day of an election to do so at another readily 
accessible location in the same building as the polling place 
serving the elector's residence or at an alternate polling place 
assigned under s. 5.25 (5) (b). instead of at the polling place 
serving the elector's residence. In such case. the municipal 
cleric shall prominently post a notice of the registration 
location at the polling place. The municipal clerk. deputy 
cleric or special registration deputy at the registration loca· 
tion shall require such person to execute a registration form 
as prescribed under par. (a) and to provide acceptable proof 
of residence as provided under sub. (7). If the person cannot 
supply such proof. the registration form shall be corrobo­
rated in the manner provided in par. (b). The signing by the 
elector executing the form and by any corroborating elector 
shall be in the prcscncc of the municipal clerk. deputy clerk or 
special registration deputy. Upon proper completion of regis­
tration, the municipal clerk, deputy clerk or special registra­
tion deputy shall serially number the registration and give one 
copy to the elector for presentation at the polling place 
serving thc elector's residence or an altcrnate polling place 
assigned under s. 5.25 (5) (b). 

2. Upon compliance with the procedures under subd. I. the 
municipal clerk or deputy clerk shall issue a certificate 
addressed to the inspectors of the proper polling place 
directing that the elector be permitted to cast his or her vote. 
If the elector's registration is corroborated, the clerk shall 
entcr the namc and address ofthc corroborator on the face of 
the ceniflcate. The certificate shall be numbered serially and 
prepared in duplicate. The municipal clerk shall preserve one 
copy in his or her officc. 

3. Thc clector, at the time he or she appears to vote at the 
polling place. shall deliver the certificate issued under subd. 2 
to the inspectors. 
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(d) A registered elector who has changed his or her name 
but resides at the same addr .... and has not notified the 
municipal clerk under s. 6.40(1) (c). shall notify the inspector 
of the change before voting. The inspector shall then notify 
the municipal cleric at the time which materials arc retumed 
under s. 6.56 (I). If an elector changes both a name and 
addr .... the e\ector shall complete a registration form at the 
polling place or other registration location under pars. (a) 
and (b). 

(3) Any qualified elector in the ward or e\ection district 
where the elector desires to vote whose name docs not appear 
on the registration list where registration is required but who 
claims to be registered to vote in the election may request 
permission to vote at the polling place for that ward or 
election district. When the request is made. the inspector shall 
require the person to give his or her name and address. If the 
elector is not at the polling place which serves the ward or 
election district where the elector resides. the inspector shall 
provide the elector with directions to the correct polling 
place. If the elector is at the correct polling place. the elector 
shall then execute the following written statement: "I ...... 
hereby certify that to the best of my knowledge. I am a 
qualified elector. having resided at .... for at least 10 days 
immediately preceding this election. and that I am not 
disqualified On any ground from voting. and I havc not voted 
at this election and am properly registered to vote in this 
election." The person shall be required to provide acceptable 
proof of residence as provided under sub. (7) and shall then 
be given the right to vote. If acceptable proof is presented. the 
elector need not have the information corroborated by any 
other elector. If acceptable proof is not presented. the state­
ment shall be certified by the e\ector and shall be corrobo­
rated by another elector who resides in the municipality. The 
corroborator shall then provide acceptable proof of residence 
as provided in sub. (7). Whenever the question cannot be 
satisfactorily resolved and the elector permitted to vote. an 
inspector shall telephone the office of the municipal clerk to 
reconcile the records at the polling place with those at the 
office. 

(5) Any person who violates this section may be punished 
as provided in ss. 12.13 (3) (g) and 12.60 (I) (b). 

(6) The governing body or board of election commission­
ers of any municipality may provide by resolution that any of 
the registration duties of inspectors under sub. (2) shall be 
carried out in the municipality by special registration deputies 
appointed by the municipal clerk or board of election com­
missioners at any polling place or other registration location 
whenever the clerk: or board of election commissioners deter­
mines that the registration process provided for in that 
subsection will be facilitated thereby. The deputies shall be 
speci.lly appointed by the clerk or board of election commis­
sioners for one election only to conduct elector registration 
only. 

(7) (.) For purposes of this section. a form ofidentification 
constitutes acceptable proof of residence if it includes: 

I. A current and complete name. including both the given 
and family name; and 

2. A current and complete residential .ddr .... including a 
numbered street address. if any, and the name of a 
municipality. 

(b) If an elector's addr ... has changed since a piece of 
identification was issued. the new information may be typed 
or printed on the identification by hand. in inlc . 

(c) Forms of identification which constitute acceptable 
proof of residence under this section. when they contain the 
information specified in par. (a). include the following: 

I. A Wisconsin motor vehicle operator's license. 
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2. A Wisconsin identification card issued under s. 12S.08, 
1987stats. 

3. Any other official identilication card or license issued by 
a Wisconsin governmental body or unit or by an employer in 
the nonnal course of business. but not including a business 
card. 

4. A credit card or plate. 
S. A library card. 
6. A check-cashing or courtesy card issued by a merchant 

in the nonnal course of business. 
7. A ... 1 estate tax bill or receipt for the current year or the 

year preceding the date of the election. 
8. A residential lease which is effective for a period that 

includes election day. 
9. A university. college or technical institute fcc card. 
10. A university. college or technical institute identification 

card. 
II. An airplane pilot's license. 
12. A gas. electric or telephone service statement for the 

period commencing not earlier than 90 days before election 
day. 

(d) Forms of identilication specilied in par. (c) which are 
valid for use during a specilied period shall be valid on the 
day of an election in order to constitute aa::cptable proof of 
residence at that election. 

H .. orr. 1971 Co 304 .. 29 (2); 197) c. 222; 1975c:. 85. 93. 199.200; 1977 Co 
394.427; 1979c:. 311; 1911 c. oW s. 3; 1981 c. 202 L 23; 1983 L 41"; 1985 L 304; 
1987 L 391: 1989 L 31, 191. 

6.56 VeriOcetlon 01 yole .. nol appearing on 1111. (1) The 
list containing the names of persons voting under 5S. 6.29 and 
6.SS (2) and (3) shall be returned together with all forms and 
certilicates to the municipal clerk. 

(2) Upon receipt of the list. the municipal clerk shall make 
a check to determine whether each person who has been 
allowed to vote under s. 6.S5 (3) is properly registered. If so. 
the clerk shall correct the registration list. If the address on 
the registration list is not correct. the clerk shall correct the 
address. The clerk shall then notify the elector by postcard 
when he or she is properly registered. If such person is found 
not to be properly registered. the clerk shall send the person a 
1st class letter with that information. containing a mail 
registration form under s. 6.30 (4). Theleller shall be marked 
"ADDRESS CORRECTION REQIlI!STED". If such leller is returned 
undelivered. or if the U.S. postal service notilies the clerk of 
an improper address which was apparently improper on the 
day ofth. election. the clerk shall notify the district allorney. 

(3) The municipal clerk or board of election commissioners 
shall make an audit of all electors registering to vote at the 
polling place or other registration location under s. 6.55 (2) 
upon receipt of the list under sub. (I). The audit shall be made 
by 1st class postcard. The postcard shall be labeled" ADDRESS 
CORREcnON REQUESTEDn or "00 NOT FORWARD--RETURN 

POSTAae aUAUN11!ED". If any postcard is returned undeliv· 
ered. or if the clerk or board of election commissioners is 
informed of a different address than the one specified by the 
elector which was apparently improper on the day of the 
election. the clerk or board shall remove the elector's name 
from the registration list. mail the elector a notice of the 
removal and provide the name to the district attorney for the 
county where the polling place is located. 

(4) Aner each election. the municipal clerk shall carefully 
check to assure that no person has been allowed to vote more 
than once. Whenever the municipal clerk has good reason to 
believe that a person has voted more than once in an election, 
the clerk shall send the person a 1st class leller with return 
receipt and address correction requested, informing him or 
her that all registrations relating to that person may be 
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canceled within 7 days unless the person contacts the office of 
the clerk to clarify the mailer. A copy of such leller and any 
subsequent information received from or about the addressee 
shall be sent to the district attorney. 

(5) Whenever any leller or postcard mailed under this 
section is returned undelivered. or whenever the U.S. postal 
service notilies the clerk of an improper address which was 
apparently improper on the day of the election or whenever it 
otherwise appears that a person has voted who is not quali· 
lied or has voted more than once in an election. and the 
person has been permitted to vote after corroboration was 
made under s. 6.SS (2) or (3). the name of the corroborator 
shall also be provided to the district allorney. 

(6) The municipal clerk may not disqualify an elector 
under this section except upon the grounds and in accordance 
with the procedures specilied in s. 6.32S. 

Hktary: 197' c. U. 199; 1971 c. 394; 1979c. 260; 1983 •. "a..; 198' L 304; 
1989 L 192. 

6.57 Regiliratlon 1111 '0. school and lpeclal elecllonL If 
the registration list has not been revised in time to be used at 
any school or special election, the registration list used atthe 
last preceding general or municipal election plus a supple­
mentary list shall be used for the election. Before issuing the 
supplementary list the municipal clerk shall add the newly 
registered electors and strike the names of those electors 
known to have died or become disqualilied since the registra' 
tion list was last revised. 

HIabwy: 19" c. B, L 30; Slats. 19" L 6."; 1971 c. 394. 

VOTING 

6.76 nme 01110' yotlng. (1) Any person entitled to vote at 
an election is entitled to be absent from work while the polls 
are open for a period not to exceed 3 successive hours to vote. 
The elector shall notify the affected employer before election 
day of the intended absence. The employer may designate the 
time of day for the absence. 

(2) No penalty. other than a deduction for time lost. may 
be imposed upon an elector by his or her employer by reason 
of the absence authorized by this section. 

(3) This section applies to all employers including the state 
and all political subdivisions of the state and their employes. 
but docs not affect the employes' right to holidays existing on 
lune 28. I94S. or established aner that date. 

HIatory: 1977 c. 394; 1991 •. 316. 

6.77 Place 10. Yollng. (1) An elector may vote only at Ihe 
polling place for his or her residence designated by the 
governing body or board of election commissioners. 

(2) Whenever territory which was formerly a part of one 
municipality becomes a pan of another municipality. an 
elector of the territory shall vote in the municipality in which 
the territory is included on the day of the election. 

Hiltory: 191' c. B'; 1985 L 304. 

6.78 Poll hourL The polls at any election shall be open: 
(1) In 1st. 2nd and 3rd class cities. from 7 a.m. until 8 p.m. 
(2) In 4th class cities. villages and towns. from 9 a.m. until 8 

p.m.; extendable by the governing body to not earlier than 7 
a.m. Notice of the change of hours shall be given by publica· 
tion in a newspaper. under ch. 98S. once each week for 2 
successive weeks, with the first insertion not less than 8 days 
before the election. The new hours shall take effect only after 
the notice provisions have been complied with. When the 
ordinance applies to all future elections. notice need be given 
only for the lirst election affected by the change. 

(3) The polls at school elections shall be open the same 
hours as provided under subs. (I) and (2) in the municipality 

• 
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or municipalities in which the school district is located, except 
as authorized in s. 120.06 (9) (a) . 

(4) Any elector waiting to vote, whether within the polling 
booth or in the line outside the booth at the time the polls 
off .,ially close, shall be permitted to vote. 

HIIIory: 1915 •• 3OC; 1991 L 316. 

6.71 Recording electors. Two election officials at each 
election ward shall be in charge of and shall maintain 2 
separate lisl5 of all persons voting. 

(I) MUNlClPAUTlESWlTHOUTREGlSTIlAnoN. Where there is 
no registration, before being permitted to vote, each person 
shall state his or her full name and address. The officials shall 
record each name and address on a poll list in the same order 
as the votes are cast. If the residence of the elector does not 
have a number. the election officials shall, in the appropriate 
space. write "nonc", Alternatively. the mW1icipal clerk may 
maintain a poll list consisting of the full name and address of 
electors compiled from previous elections. Whenever an 
elector appears to vote. the officials shall verify the correct­
ness of the elector's name and address, and shall enter a serial 
number next to the name of the elector in the order that the 
votes are cast, beginning with the number one. If the name 
and address of an elector do not appear on the prepared poll 
list, the officials shall record the name, address and serial 
number of the elector at the boltom of the list. The officials 
may require any elector to provide identification, including 
acceptable proof of residence. or to have another elector 
corroborate his or her infonnation in accordance with the 
procedure specified in s. 6.55 (2) (b) before permitting the 
elector to vote. The officials shall maintain a separate list of 
those persons voting under ss. 6.15 and 6.24. 

(2) MUNlctPALI111!S WITH REGIST1lAnON, Where there is 
registration. each person. before receiving a voting number. 
shall state his or her full name and address. Upon the 
prepared registration list, aner the name of each elector, the 
off.,ials shall enter the serial number of the vote as it is polled, 
beginning with number one. Each elector shall receive a slip. 
bearing the same serial number. A separate list shall be 
maintained for cleeton who are voting under s. 6.1 S. 6.29 or 
6.55 (2) or (3) and electors who are reassigned from another 
polling placeunders. 5.25 (5)(b). Each such electorshall have 
his or her full name. address and serial number likewise 
recorded and shall be given a slip bearing such number, 

(3) REFUSAL TO GIVE NAME AND ADDRIlSS. If any elector 
orrering to vote at any polling place refuses to give his or her 
name and address, the elector may not be permitted to vote, 

(4) SUPPU!MENTAL INFORMAnON. When any elector pro­
vides identification undersub. (I) or s. 6.1 5, 6.29 or 6.55 (2) or 
(3), the election officials shall enter the type of identification 
on the poll or registration list. or supplemental list main· 
tained under sub. (2). If the form of identification includes a 
number which applies only to the individual holding that 
piece of identification. the election officials shall also enter 
that number on the list. When any elector corroborates the 
registration identity or residence of any person offering to 
vote under sub. (I) or s. 6.55 (2) (b) or (c) or(3) the name and 
address of the corroborator shall also be entered next to the 
name of the elector whose information is being corroborated 
on the registration or poll list, or the separate list maintained 
under sub. (2). When any person orrering to vote has been 
challenged and taken the oath, following the person's name 
on the registration or poll list. the officials shall enter the 
word "Sworn". 

(5) PoLL UST FORMS. Poll lists shall be kept on forms 
designed by the board to be substantially similar to the 
standard registration list forms used in municipalities where 
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registration is required and shall require, for each person 
orrering to vote, the entry of the person's full name and 
address. 

H.1Ory: 1971 c. J(M •• 29 (2); 191!1i c.l!Ii. 199. 200; 1m c. 394. 441; 1979 
c. 160.311.3"; 19., L lO4; 1989 L 192. 

6.80 Meehanl .. 01 yoUng. (I) VOnNO BOOTH OR MACHINI! 

USB. Only one individual at a time is permitted to occupy a 
voting booth or machine. except that an elector who is a 
parent or guardian may be accompanied by the elector's 
minor child or minor ward. and an elector who qualifies for 
assistance under s. 6,82 (2) may be assisted as provided in that 
subsection. 

(2) METHOD OF VOnNG. (a) Upon receiving his or her ballot 
and without leaving the polling place, the elector shall enter 
an unoccupied voting booth or machine alone to cast his or 
her vote, except as authoriud in sub. (I). An elector may use 
or copy an unofficial sample ballot which may be marked in 
advanc:c of entering the polling place, but an elector may not 
use or bring into the polling place any ballot printed upon 
paper of the type required or utilized for official ballol5 at 
that polling place. 

(am) In panisan primaries, an elector may vote for a 
person as the candidate of the pany of the elector's choice, if 
that person's name does not appear On the official ballot of 
that party, by writing in the name of the person in the space 
provided on the ballot or the ballot provided for that pur­
pose, or where voting machines are used, in the irregular 
ballot device, designating the pany for which the elector 
desires such person to be the nominee. 

(b) Aner preparing his or her ballot, unless the ballot is 
intended for counting with automatic tabulating equipment. 
the elector shall fold it so il5 face will be concealed. 

(c) Any elector who, by accident or mistake, spoils or 
erroneously prepares a ballot may receive another, by re­
turning the defective ballot, but not to exceed 3 ballol5 in all, 

(d) If an elector receives a ballot which is not initialed by 2 
inspccton. or is defective in any other way. the elector shall 
return it to the inspecton. If the initials are missing. the 
inspectors shall supply the missing initials. If the ballot is 
defective, they shall destroy it and issue another ballot to the 
elector. 

(e) Upon voting his or her ballot, the elector shall publicly 
and in person deposit it in the ballot box or deliver it 10 an 
inspector for deposit in the box. 

(I) In the presidential preference primary and other pani­
san primary elections at polling places where ballol5 are 
distributed to electors, unless the ballOI5 are utilized with an 
electronic voting system in which all candidates appear on the 
same ballot, aner the elector prepares his or her ballot the 
elector shall detach the remaining ballol5, fold the ballots to 
be discarded, fold the completed ballot unless the ballot is 
intended for counting with automatic tabulating equipment, 
personally deposit the ballOI5 to be discarded in the separate 
ballot box marked "blank ballot box", and deposit the 
completed ballot in the ballot box indicated by the inspectors. 
The inspectors shall keep the blank ballot box locked until the 
canvass iscompleted and shall dispose of the blank ballots as 
prescribed by the municipal clerk. 

(3) TIME IN BOOTH OR MACHINII. (a) Each elector shall be 
allowed a reasonable time to vote. Unless otherwise specified 
for that election, a majority of the inspectors shall determine 
the time each elector shall have to mark the ballot, taking into 
consideration the size of the ballot and the number of electors 
in line waiting to vote. In no case shall the time be less than 
one minute. If there are electors in line waiting to VOle. the 
time shall not exceed 5 minutes. 
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(b) Ifan elector refuses to leave the booth or machine aner 
being notified by one of the inspectors that the time has 
expired, the elector shall be removed by the inspectors. 

HIItory: 1977 c. 4n II. 40,"',132; 1979c. )11; 1981 c. 377.391; 1983 L 
4411. "Sm, 172 (3); 1985 •. 304; 1991 •. 316. 

6.82 Asslslln\l .Iectors. (1) RI!CI!JPT OF .ALWT AT POLL 
ENTllANCE. <a> When any inspectors arc informed that an 
elector iJ at the entrance to the polling place who as a result of 
diJability is unable to enter the polling place, they shall permit 
the elector to be assisted in marking or punching a ballot by 
any individual selected by the elector, except the eloctor's 
employer or an agent of that employer or an officer or agent 
of a labor organization which represenu the elector. The 
inspectors shall issue a ballot to the individualselocted by the 
elector and shall accompany the individual to the polling 
place entrance where the assistance is to be given. If the ballot 
is a paper ballot, the assisting individual shall fold the ballot 
after the ballot is marked or punched by the assisting individ· 
ual. The assisting individual shall then immediately take the 
ballot into the polling place and give the ballot to an 
inspector. The inspector shall distinctly announce that he or 
she has "a ballot offered by"" (stating person's name), an 
elector who, as a result of disability, is unable to enter the 
polling place without assistance". The inspector shall then 
ask, "Does anyone object to the reception of this ballot?" If 
no objection is made, the inspectors shall record the eloctor's 
name under s. 6.79 and deposit the ballot in the ballot box, 
and shall make a notation on the registration or poll list: 
"Ballot received at poll entrance". 

(b) If objection to receiving the ballot is made by any 
qualified elector present, the inspectors shall receive the 
ballot under s. 6.95. 

(2) Am INMARIONO BALWT. (a) If an eloctor declares to the 
presiding election officiallhat he or she cannot read or write, 
or has difficulty in reading, writing or understanding English 
or that due to diJability is unable to mark or punch a ballot or 
depress a button or lever on a voting machine. the elector . 
shall be informed by the officials that he or she may have 
assistance. When assistance is requested. the elector may 
select any individual to assist in casting his or her vote. The 
selected individual rendering assistance may not be the elec· 
tor's employer or an agent of that employer or an officer or 
agent of a labor organization which represents the elector. 
The selected individual shall certify on the back of the ballot 
that it was marked or punched with his or her assistance. 
Where voting machines are used, certification shall be made 
on the registration list. 

(b) The individual chosen shall enter the voting booth or 
machine with the elector and shall read the names of all 
candidates on the baliot for each office, and ask, "For which 
one do you voter'. The ballot shall be marked or punched or 
the lever or bullon depressed according to the elector's 
expressed preference. The individual selected to assiSl may 
not disclose to anyone how the elector voted. 

(c) Intoxication shall not be regarded as a disability. 
(d) Th. election officials shall enter upon the poll list after 

the name of any elector who had assistance in voting the word 
"assisted". The officials shall also record on the poll liSlthe 
full name and address of the individual who renders 
assistance. 

(3) USB OF PAPI!R. BALLOTS. Whenever. in a municipality in 
which voting machines are used, an eloctor declares to the 
chief inspector that, due to physical disability, the elector is 
unable to depress a bullon or lever on a voting machine, the 
inspectors shall permit the elector to vote using a paper ballot 
and voting booth. 
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(4) SoUCTTATION PROHIBITED. No election official or other 
person assisting an elector under this section or s. S.79 may 
request. suggest or seek to persuade an elector to cast a vote 
for or against any candidate, party or question. 

H_tory: 1971 c. 304 .. 29 (2); 1975c. IS, 199.275; 1977 c. 26; 1m c. 394 
•. 53; 1979c. 260. 311. 355; 1983 •. 484; 1985 L 304; 1987 •. 391; 1989 L 192. 

An elcdor with dylleJ:ia may qualify (or voleT auillanCC under (2), (1971 
aau.). 62 Atty. Gen. 195. 

VOTING ABSENTEE 

6.14 Construction. (1) LBOISLA11VI! POLICY. The legislature 
finds that voting iJ a constitutional right, the vigorous 
exercise of which should be strongly encouraged. In contrast, 
voting by absentee ballot iJ a privilege exercised wholly 
outside the traditional safeguards of the polling place. The 
legislature finds that the privilege of voting by absentee ballot 
must be carefully regulated to prevent the polential for fraud 
or abuse; to prevent overzealous solicitation of absent el~ 
tors who may prefer not to participate in an election; to 
prevent undue influence on an absent elector to vote for or 
against a candidate or to cast a panicular vote in a referen· 
dum; or other similar abuses. 

(2) INTI!RPRBTAnoN. Notwithstanding s. 5.01 (I), with· 
respect to mailers relating to the absentee ballot process, ss. 
6.86,6.87 (3) to (7) and 9.01 (I) (b) 2 and 4 shall be construed 
as mandatory. Ballots cast in contravention of the procedures 
specir .. d in those provisions may not be counted. BaiioU 
counted in contravention of the procedures specified in those 
provisions may not be included in the certified result of any 
election. 

Ha...,-: 1915 L 301; 1987 L 391. 

6.85 Absent elector, deOnlllon. An absent elector iJ any 
otherwi5e qualified elector who iJ or expects to be absent 
from the municipality in which the absent elector iJ a quali­
fied elector on election day whether by reason of active 
service in the U.S. armed forces or for any other reason, or 
who because of age, sickness, handicap, physical disability, 
jury duty. service as an election official or religious reasons 
cannot appear at the polling place in hiJ or her ward. No 
person under the age of70 qualifies as an absent elector solely 
because of age. Any otherwi5e qualified elector who changes 
residence within this state by moving to a different ward or 
municipality later than 10 days prior to an election may vote 
an absentee ballot in the ward or municipality where he or she 
was qualified to vole before moving. An elector qualifying 
under this section may vote by absentee ballot under 15. 6.86 
to 6.89. 

H.tory: 1971 c. 304 L 29 (2); 1975 c. 85. 199; 1977 Co 3M; 1979 c. 112; 
1913 •• 484. 

v_.........,. and aboentce voOna diocuued. 60 Any. Gen. 214. 

6.86 AppllcaUon lor absente. balioL (1) (a) Any elector, 
qualifying under ss. 6.20 and 6.85 as an absent elector, may 
make written application to the municipal clerk for an official 
ballot by one of the following methods: 

I. By mail. 
2. In person at th. office of the municipal clerk. 
3. By signing a Slatement under sub. (2) (a). 
4. By agent as provided in sub. (3). 
5. By delivering an application to a special voting deputy 

under s. 6.875 (6). 
(ag) An elector who iJ unable to write hiJ or her name due 

to physical diiability may authorize an application to be 
made by another elector on his or her behalf. In such case, the 
application shall Slate that it is made on request and by 
authorization of a named elector who is unable to sign the 
application due to physical disability. 

• 

• 

• 



• 

• 

• 
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(ar) Except as authorized in s. 6.875 (6), the municipal 
clerk shall not issue an absentee ballot unless the clerk 
receives a written application therefor from a qualified elector 
or the municipality. The clerk shall retain each absentee 
ballot application until destruction is authorized under s. 7.23 
(I). 

(b) Except as provided in s. 6.22 (4) and sub. (3), ir 
application is made in writing, the application. signed by the 
elector, shall be received no sooner than the first day or the 
6th month commencing berore the election nor arter 5 p.m. 
on the Friday immediately preceding the election. Irapplica­
tion is made in person, the application shall not be made 
sooner than the first day or the 6th month commencing 
berore the month orthe election nor later than 5 p.m. on the 
day preceding the election. Jr the elector is making written 
application and thercason ror requesting an absentee ballot is 
that the elector is a sequestered juror, the application shall be 
received no sooner than 7 days berore the election nor arter 5 
p.m. on election day. trthe application is received ancr S p.m. 
on the Friday immediately preceding the election,the munici­
pal clerk or the clerk's agent shall immediately take the ballot 
to the court in which the elector is serving as a juror and 
deposit it with the judge. The judge shall recess court, as soon 
as convenient, and give the elector the ballot. The judge shall 
then notarize the affidavit as provided in s. 6.87 and shall tum 
the ballot over to the clerk or agent or the clerk who shall 
deliver it to the polling place as required in s. 6,88. Ir 
application is made under sub. (2), the application may be 
received at any time berore 5 p.m. on the Friday immediately 
preceding the election. 

(2) (a) An elector who is indefinitely confined because or 
age. physical illness or infirmity or is disabled for an indefi· 
nile period may by signing a statement to that effect require 
that an absentee ballot be sent to the elector automatically ror 
every election. The application form and instructions shall be 
prescribed by the board, and rumished upon request to any 
elector by each municipality. The envelope containing the 
absentee ballot shall be clearly marked as not rorwardable. Ir 
any elector is no longer indefinitely confined. the elector shall 
so notiry the municipal clerk. 

(b) The mailing list established under this subsection shall 
be kept current through all possible means. Ir an elector rails 
to cast and return an absentee: ballot received under this 
subsection,the clerk shall notiry the elector by 1st class Ieller 
or postcard that his or her name will be removed rrom the 
mailing list unless the clerk receives a renewal or the applica­
tion within 30 days of the notification. The clerk shall remove 
rrom the list the name or each elector who does not apply ror 
renewal within the 3<k1ay period. The clerk shall remove the 
name of any other elector from the list upon request of the 
elector or upon receipt of reliable information that an elector 
no longer qualifies ror the service. The clerk shall notiry the 
elector of such action not taken at the elector's request within 
5 days, ir possible. 

(3) (a) Any elector who is registered, or otherwise qualified 
where registration is not required, and who qualifies under ss. 
6.20 and 6.85 as an absent elector because the elector is 
hospitalized, may apply ror and obtain an official ballot by 
agent. The agent may apply ror and obtain a ballot ror the 
hospitalized absent elector by presenting a rorm prescribed 
by the board and containing the required information su~ 
plied by the hospitalized elector and signed by that elector 
and any other elector residing in the same municipality as the 
hospitalized elector. corroborating the information con­
tained therein. The corroborating elector shall state on the 
rorm his or her rutl name and address. 
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(b) When such properly executed rorm is presented to the 
municipal clerk, ir the elector who proposes to vote is 
qualified, an absentee ballot shall be issued and the name or 
such hospitalized elector shall be recorded by the clerk. An 
agent who is issued an absentee ballot under this section shall 
present identification, provide his or her name and address, 
and allestto a statement that the ballot is received solely ror 
the benefit or a named elector who is hospitalized, and the 
agent will promptly transmit the ballot to such person. 

(c) An application under this subsection by agent may be 
made in person at the office or the municipal clerk not earlier 
than 7 days berore an election and not later than 5 p.m. on th. 
day orthe election. A list or hospitalized electors applying ror 
ballots under this subsection shall be made by the municipal 
clerk and used to checlc that the electors vote only once, and 
by absentee ballot. The ballot shall be sealed by the elector 
and returned to the municipal clerk either by mail or by 
personal delivery orthe agent; but irthe ballot is returned on 
the day of the election, the agent shaU make personal delivery 
at the po llong place serving the hospitalized elector's residence 
berore the closing hour ror the ballot to be counted. 

(4) Ir a municipality employs an electronic voting system 
which utilizes a ballot that is inserted into automatic tabulat­
ing equipment, the municipality may distribute ballots ror 
utilization with the electronic voting system as absentee 
ballots or it may distribute paper ballots as absentee ballots. 

(5) Whenever an elector returns a spoiled or damaged 
absentee ballot to the municipal clerk, or an elector's agent 
under sub. (3) returns a spoiled or damaged ballot to the clerk 
on behalr or an elector, and the clerk believes that the ballot 
was issued to or on behalf of the elector who is returning it, 
the clerk shall issue a new ballot to th •• Iector or elector'a 
agent, and shall destroy the spoiled or damaged ballot. Any 
request for a replacement ballot under this subsection must 
be made within the applicable time limits under subs. (I) and 
(3)(c). . 

Hatory: 1975 c.1S D. 37. 38. 65; 1975 e. 90. 199.200. n5. 422; 1m c. 
394 ... 14,40,41; 197ge. 23l. 311; 1911 c. 391; 1983 L 183,44; 1985 .. 30 .... 
69.156; 1981 L 391. 

&.865 Federat postcard request lorm, A rederal postcard 
registration and absentee ballot request rorm may be used to 
apply ror an absentee ballot under s. 6.86 (I) ir the rorm is 
completed in such manner that the municipal clerk or board 
of election commissioners with whom it is filed is able to 
determine all or the rollowing: 

(1) That the applicant is an elector or this state and or the 
ward or election district wherc.the elector secks to vote. 

(2) That the applicant qualifies ror an absentee ballot 
under s. 6.85. 
H~ 1919 L 192.. 

6.87 Absent .oUng procedure, (1) Upon proper request 
made within the period prescribed in s. 6.86, the municipal 
clerk or a deputy clerk authorized by the municipal clerk shall 
write on the official ballot, in the space ror official endorso­
menl, the clerk's initials and official title. 

(2) The municipal clerk shall place the ballot in an unsealed 
envelope rumished by the clerk. The envelope shall have the 
name, official title and post-office address or th. clerk upon 
its race. The other side or the envelope shall have a printed 
certificate-affidavit in substantially the following form: 

[STATE OF ... .. 
County or .... ] 
or 
[(name or roreign country and city or other jurisdictional 

unit)] 
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I •....• (certiry) (do sol.mnly swear) subject to the penalti.s 
ors. 12.60 (I) (b). Wis. Stats. ror raise statem.nts that I am a 
resident orth. [ .... ward orthe) (town) (villag.) or ..... or orth. 
.... ald.rmanic district in the city or ..... residing at .... in said 
city. the county of ....• state of Wisconsin. and am entitled to 
vote in the (ward) (.Iection district) at the .Iection to be h.1d 
on .... ; that 1 am not voting at any other location in this 
.Iection; that I cannot appear at the polling place in the 
(ward) (.Iection district) on .Iection day because I .xpect to 
be absent rrom the municipality or because or ag •• sickness. 
handicap. physical disability. r.ligious rcasons. jury duty. 
service as an election official. or because , have changed my 
residence within the state from one ward or election district to 
anoth.r within 10 days berore the .Iection. I (certiry) (sw.ar) 
that I .xhibited the enclosed ballot unmarked to the (2 
witnesses) (person administ.ring the oath). that I then in 
(their) (his) (h.r) presence and in the presence or no oth.r 
person marked the ballot and enclosed and scaled the sam. in 
this envelope in such a manner that no one but myself and any 
person rend.ring assistance und.r s. 6.87 (S). Wis. Stats .• ir I 
requested assistance. could know how I voted. 

Signed .... 
Th. (2 witn .... s) (person administ.ring the oath) shall .xe­
cut •• ith.r or the rollowing as appropriat.: 

W •• the und.rsigned witnesses. subject to the penalties DrS. 
12.60 (I) (h). Wis. Stats .. ror raise statements. certiry that the 
above statements are true and the voting procedure was 
executed as th.re stated. N.ith.r or us is a candidat. ror any 
offICe on the .nclosed ballot (.xcept in the cas. or an 
incumbent municipal cl.rk). Th •• Iector was not solicited or 
advised by us to vote for or against any candidate or measure. 
.... {Nam.) 
.... (Address) 
.... {Nam.) 
.... (Address) 

Subscribed and sworn to berore me this .... day or ..... A.D .• 
....• and T hereby certify that' am not acandidate on the ballot 
upon which the affiant voted (unless I am an incumbent 
municipal c1.rk). that the voting procedure above was ... -
cut.d as th.rein stated. and that the affiant was not solicited 
or advised by me to vote for or against any candidate or 
measure. 
.... {Nam.) 
.... {Title) 
.... (Stat. or nation) 

(3) (a) Except as oth.rwise provid.d in s. 6.87S. th. 
municipal c1.rk shall mailth. absentee ballot postage pr.paid 
for return to the elector's residence unless otherwise directed. 
or shall deliver it to the elector personally at the clerk's office. 

(b) No .Iector may direct that a ballot be sent to th. 
address or a candidate. political pany or other registrant 
und.r s. II.OS unless th •• I.ctor permanently or temporarily 
resides at that address. Upon receipt of reliable information 
that an address given by an .Iector is not .Iigible to receive 
ballots under this paragraph.th. municipal cl.rk shall rerrain 
rrom sending ballots to that address. Wh.n.v.r possibl •• the 
municipal clerk shall notiry an elector ir his or h.r ballot 
cannot be mail.d to th. address direct.d by th •• Iector. 

(c) Ir an .Iector's ballot is mailed to a location oth.r than 
th. elcctor's residence. it shall be prepaid ror r.tum when 
mailed within the United States. Ir th. ballot is deliv.red to 
the .Iector at the clerk's office. th. ballot shall be voted at the 
offICe and may not be removed therefrom. 

(4) Except as oth.rwise provided in s. 6.875. the .Iector 
voting absent.e shall .ith.r make and subscribe to the affida­
vit before a person authorized to administer oaths or make 
and subscribe to th. certification beror. 2 witnesses. The 

34 

absent.lector. in the prcscnceorth. administrator ortheoath 
or witnesses. shall mark or punch the ballot in a mann.r that 
will not disclose how the elector's vote is cast. The elector 
shall then. still in th. pr.sence orth. administrator orthe oath 
or the 2 witnesses. rold th. ballots irthcy are paper ballots so 
each is separat. and conceals the markings or punch •• 
thereon and deposit them in the proper envelope. but may 
receive assistance under sub. (S). The return envelope shall 
then be scaled. The witnesses or th. official oath administra­
tor may not be a candidate. Th. env.lope shall be mailed by 
the .Iector. postage prepaid. or d.liv.red in person. to th. 
municipal clerk issuing the ballot. Failure to return an unused 
ballot in a primary docs not invalidat. the ballot on which the 
.Iector·s votes arc cast. R.turn or more than one marked or 
punched ballot in a primary or r.tum or a ballot used with an 
electronic voting system in a primary which is marked or 
punched ror candidates or more than one party invalidates all 
votes cast by the .Iector ror candidates in the primary. 

(5) Ir th. absent.lector declares that h. or she is unable to 
read. has difficulty in reading. writing or und.rstanding 
English or due to disability is unabl. to mark or punch his or 
h.r ballot. the .Iector may select any individual •• xcept the 
.Iector·s .mployer or an agent or that employer or an offICer 
or agent of a labor organization which represents the elector, 
to assist in marking or punching th. ballot. and th. assistant 
shall then sign his or h.r nam.to a certification on the back or 
the ballot. as provided under s. S.sS. 

(6) The ballot shall be r.turned so it is received by th. 
municipal cl.rk in tim. ror d.liv.ry to th. polls beror. th. 
closing hour. Any ballot not mailed or delivered as provided 
in this subsection may not be counted • 

(7) No individual who is a candidate at th •• Iection in 
which absentee ballots are cast may administer the oath or 
serv. as a witness. Any candidate who administ.rs the oath or 
serves as a witness shall be penalized by th. discounting or a 
number orvot.s ror his or her candidacy cqualto the number 
of c:enificate-affidavit envelopes bearing his or her signature. 

(8) The provisions or this section which prohibit candi­
dates from assisting or administering the oath to absentee 
electors shall not apply to the municipal cl.rk in the perrorm­
ance of the clerk's official duties. 

(9) If a municipal cl.rk receives an absentee ballot with an 
improperly compl.ted certificate-affidavit or with no 
certificate-affidavit. th. clerk may return th. ballot to the 
.Iector. inside th. sealed envelope when an envelope is 
received. together with a n.w env.lope irncccssary. whenever. 
tim. permits th •• Iector to correct the derect and return the 
ballot within the period prescribed in sub. (6). 

H.1ory: 1971 c.242; 1971 c. 30". 29 (I). (2); 191510.15; 1975 c. 91 L 119 
(2); 1975 c. 199; 1977 c. 394; 1979 c. 231, l6O.311,3SS; 1983 .. 36, 44, S38; 
I98S .. 304; 1991 a.316. 

In consonance with the statutory ruJc of conllruction applicable to the elec­
tion laws, and the ,mera1 rule u to whether an ekction statutt should be con­
llrued u beina either mandatory or directory. the dirtdion in (3) ror mailin, 
Of personal ddivny of an ablcntcc ballot and the provision in (6) that a ballot 
not mailed Of delivcml u provided in the lC'Ction should not be counted. arc 
dirmory and not mandatory. l...anser v. Koconis.. 61 W (ld) 16. 214 NW (24) 
m. 

Sub. (4). which pl'aaibn that the: abKnlCc: yoter shall either make and 
subscribe to the: affidavil or 10 lhe certiration. is direaory and not manda· 
tory. and prinun, their names constituted subll.antial. albeit nontechnical 
compliance with the stalute'. requirements. UnJcr Y. Koconi .. 61 W (ld) 86, 
214 NW (2d) 425. 

5« note 10 9.01. atin, Appeal From Recounl in Election Contelt. lOS W 
(2d) 468.313 NW (2d) 869 «(;'1. "pp. 1981). 

6.875 Aba.nt •• yotlng In nuralng and retirement hom •• 
and certain communlly-ba.ed restdentiallactlille •• (1) In 
this section: 

(a) "Community-based residential racility" has th. mean­
ing giv.n in s. SO.O I (I g). except that th.t.rm docs not include 
a place wh.r. rew.r than 10 unr.lat.d adults resid •. 

• 

• 

• 



• 

• 
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(am) "Nu,.ing home" means a racility occupied by 10 or 
more unrelated individuals ror the primary purpose or ob­
taining full-time personal or nursing care which is necessi­
tated by their physical or mental conditions, but does not 
include a hospital. 

(as) "Qualified community-based residential racility" 
means a community-based residential facility that qualifies 
under sub. (2) (b) to utilize the procedures under this section. 

(at) "Qualified retirement home" means a retirement home 
that qualifies under sub. (2) (b) to utilize the procedures under 
this section. 

(b) "Relative" means a spouse or individual related within 
the 1st, 2nd or 3rd degree or kinship under s. 8S2.03 (2). 

(e) "Retirement home" means a facility occupied as a 
primary place or abode by 10 or more unrelated individuals. 

(2) (a) The procedures prescribed in this section are the 
exclusive means of absentee voting for electors who are 
occupants of nursing homes or qualified community-based 
residential facilities. 

(b) The municipal clerk or board orelection commissione,. 
of any municipality where a community-based residential 
racility home is located may adopt the procedures under this 
section for absentee voting in any community-based residen­
tial racility located in the municipality ir the municipal clerk 
or board of election commissioners finds that a significant 
number orthe occupants or the community-based residential 
facility lack adequate transportation to the appropriate poll. 
ing place, a significant number or the occupants or the 
community-based residential racility may need assistance in 
voting. there are a significant number oftbe occupants of the 
community-based residential facility aged 60 or over, or there 
are a significant number ofindefinitely confined electors who 
are occupants or the community-based residential racility. 
The municipal clerk or board of election commissioners shall 
promptly notify the individual submitting nominations for 
special voting deputies under s. 7.30 (4) or any action taken 
under this paragraph. 

(c) The municipal clerk or board of election commissioners 
of any municipality where a retirement home is located may 
adopt the procedures under this section ror absentee voting in 
any retirement home located in the municipality if the munici­
pal clerk or board of election commissioners finds that a 
significant number or the occupants or the retirement home 
lack adequate transportation to the appropriate polling 
place. a significant number of the occupants of the retirement 
home may need assistance in voting, there are a significant 
number or the occupants or the retirement home aged 60 or 
over. or there are a significant number of indefinitely con­
rmed electo,. who are occupants of the retirement home. The 
municipal clerk or board of election commissioners shall 
promptly notiry the individual submilling nominations ror 
special voting deputies under s. 7.30 (4) or any action taken 
under this paragraph. 

(3) An occupant of a nursing home or qualified retirement 
home or qualified community-based residential racility who 
qualifies as an absent elector and desires to receive an 
absentee ballot shall make application under s. 6.86 (I) or (2) 
with the municipal clerk or board of election commissioners 
of the municipality in which the elector is a resident. The clerk 
or board of election commissioners of a municipality receiv­
ing an application from an elector who is an occupant of a 
nursing home or qualified retirement home or qualified 
community-based residential facility located in a different 
municipality shall, as soon as possible, notiry and transmit an 
absentee ballot ror the elector to the clerk or board of election 
commissioners or the municipality in which the home or 
qualified community-based residential racility is located. The 
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clerk or board or election commissioners of a municipality 
receiving an application from an elector who is an occupant 
of a nursing home or qualified retirement home or qualified 
community-based residential racility located in the munici­
pality but who is a resident or a dirrerent municipality shall, 
as soon as possible, notify and request transmission of an 
absentee ballot from the clerk or board of election commis­
sioners of the municipality in which the elector is a resident. 
The clerk or board or election commissione,. shall make a 
record or all absentee ballots to be transmilled, delivered and 
voted under this section. 

(4) For the purpose or absentee voting in nu,.ing homes 
and qualified retirement homes and qualified community­
based residential racilities, the municipal clerk or board or 
election commissioners of each muniCipality in which one or 
more nursing homes or qualified retirement homes or quali­
fied community-hosed residential racilities are located shall 
appoint at least 2 special voting deputies ror the municipality 
in the manner prescribed in s. 7.30 (4). Upon application 
under s. 6.86 (I) or (2) by one or more qualified electors who 
are occupants of such a nursing home or qualified retirement 
home or qualified community-hased residential racility, the 
clerk or board or election commissione,. shall dispatch 2 
special voting deputies to visit the home or qualified 
community-based residential racility ror the purpose or su­
pervising absentee voting procedure by occupants or the 
home or qualified community-based residential racility. The 2 
deputies designated to visit each nu,.ing home or qualified 
retirement home and qualified community-based residential 
racility shall be affiliated with dirrerent political parties 
whenever deputies representing different parties are avail­
able. Nominations ror deputy positions shall be submitted by 
the 2 recognized political parties whose candidates ror gover­
nor or president received the greatest numbers of votes in the 
municipality at the most recent general election. The deputies 
shall be specially appointed to carry out duties under this 
section ror the period specified in s. 7.30 (6) (a). The clerk or 
board of election commissioners may revoke an appointment 
at any time. No individual who is employed or retained. or 
within the 2 yea,. preceding appointment has been employed 
or retained at a nursing home or qualified retirement home or 
qualified community-based residential racility in the munici­
pality, or any member or the immediate ramily or such an 
individual as defined in s. 19.42 (7), may be appointed to serve 
as a deputy. 

(5) Prior to entering upon his or her duties, each individual 
appointed to serve as a deputy under this section shall file the 
oath required by s. 7.30 (S). Tn the oath, the individual shall 
swear that he or she is qualirted to act as a deputy under this 
section, that he or she has read the statutes governing 
absentee voting, that he or she understands the proper 
absentee voting procedure, that he or she unde,.tands the 
penalties ror noncompliance with the procedure under s. 
12.13, that his or her sacred obligation will be to rully and 
rairly implement the absentee voting law and seek to have the 
intent or the electors ascertained. Tn addition, the oath shall 
state that the individual realizes that any error in conducting 
the voting procedure may result in invalidation ofan elector's 
vote under s. 7.SI (2) (e) and that the individual realizes that 
absentee voting is a privilege and not a constitutional right. 
The rorm or the oath shall be prescribed by the board. 

(6) Special voting deputies in each municipality shall, not 
later than S p.m. on the Friday preceding an election, arrange 
one or more convenient times with the administrator of each 
nursing home or qualified retirement home and qualified 
community-based residential racility in the municipality rrom 
which one or more occupants have filed an application under 



8.875 THE ELECTORS 

s. 6.8610 conduct absenlee voling ror Ihe election. The time 
may be no earlier than the 4th Monday preceding the election 
and no later than 5 p.m. on the Monday preceding the 
election. Upon ""Iuest or a relative or an occupant or a 
nursing home or qualified reti~~mcnt hom~ ?f qualified 
community-based residential racll,ty, the admInIStrator may 
notify the relative orthc time or tiI"?cs at which special v~t~ng 
deputies will conduct absentee votong at the home or racohty, 
and permit the relatille to be pr~nt in the .room where t~ 
voting is conducted. At the desIgnated lIme, 2 deputies 
appointed under sub. (4) shall visi! the nursing home or 
qualified retirement home or quahfied communoty-based 
residential facility. The municipal clerk or executive director 
orthe board or election commissioners shall issue a supply or 
absentee ballots to the deputies sufficient to provide ror the 
number or valid applications received by the clerk, and a 
reasonable additional number orballots. The municipal clerk 
or executive director shall keep a carerul record or all ballots 
issued to Ihe deputies and shall require the deputies to return 
every ballot issued to them. The deputies shall personally 
olTer each elector who has filed a proper application the 
opportunity to cast his or her absentee ballot. Ir an elector is 
present who has not filed a proper application, the 2 deputies 
may accept an application rrom !he elec;:tor and shall ISSue a 
ballot to the elector irthe elector IS quahfied and the apphca­
tion is proper. The deputies shall administer the oath and 
may. upon request of the elector, assist the elector in marking 
or punching the elector's ballot. Upon request orthe elector, 
a relative of the elector who is present in the room may assist 
the elector in marking or punching the elector's ballot. All 
voting shall be conducted in the presence orthe deputies. No 
individual other Ihan a deputy may administer the oath and 
no individual other lhan a deputy or relative or an elector 
may render voting assistance to the elector. Upon completion 
or the voting, the deputies shall promptly deliver, either 
personally or by 1st class mail, any absentee ballot applica­
tions and the scaled certificate.affidavit envelope containing 
each ballot to the clerk Of board of election commissioners of 
the municipality in which the elector casting the ballot 
resides. within such time as will permit delivery to the polling 
place serving the elector's residence on election day. Personal 
delivery may be made by the deputies no later than noon on 
election day. Ira qualified elector is not able to cast his or her 
ballol on 2 separate visits by Ihe deputies to the nursing home 
orqualific:d retirement home. they shall so inform the munici­
pal clerk or executive director of the board of election 
commissioners, who may then mail the ballot to Ihe elector 
no laler Ihan 5 p.m. on the Friday preceding the election. 

HiItory: 1915 •. 304; 1987 L 391; 1989 L 192. 

6.88 Voting and recording the absentee ballot. (1) When 
an absentee ballot arrives at the office of the municipal clerk, 
the clerk shall enclose it, unopened, in a carrier envelope 
which shall be securely sealed and endorsed with the name 
and official title or the clerk, and the words ''This envelope 
contains the ballot or an absent, aged, sick, handicapped or 
disabled elector or the ballot or an election official and must 
be opened at the polls during polling hours on election day". 
The clerk shall keep the ballot in the clerk's office until 
delivered, as required in sub. (2). 

(2) When an absentee ballot is received by the municipal 
clerk prior to the delivery orthe official ballots to the election 
officials or the ward in which the elector resides, the ballot 
envelope, sealed in the carrier envelope, shall be enclosed in 
the package and delivered to the election inspectors or the 
proper ward. When the official ballots ror the ward have been 
delivered to the election officials before the receipt of an 
absentee ballot, the clerk shall immediately enclose the enve-
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lope containing the absenlee ballol in a carrier envelope as 
under sub. (I) and deliver it in person to the proper electoon 
officials. 

(3) (a) Any time between the opening and closing or lhe 
polls on election day, the inspectors shall open the carrier 
envelope only, and announce the abse~t elector's ,,:ame. 
When the inspectors find that the cerllficatlon or affidaVlI has 
been properly executed, the applicant is a qualified elector or 
the ward or election district, and the applicant has nol voted 
in Ihe election, they shall enter an indication on the poll or 
registration list next to the applicant's name indicating an 
absentee ballot is cast by the elector. They shall then open the 
envelope containing the ballot in a manner so as not to deface 
or destroy the affidavit or cenification thereon. The inspec­
tors shall take out the ballot withoul unrolding it or permit­
ting it to be unrolded or examined. Unless Ihe ballot is casl 
under s. 6.95, Ihe inspectors shall veriry that the ballot has 
been endorsed by Ihe issuing clerk. The inspectors shall 
deposit the ballot in Ihe proper ballot box and enter the 
absent elector's name or voting number aner his or her name 
on the poll or registration list the same as ir the elector had 
been present and voted in person. 

(b) When the inspectors find that an affidavit or cenifica­
tion is insufficient, that the applicant is not a qualified elector 
in the ward, that the ballot envelope is open or has been 
opened and resealed, or that the ballol envelope contains 
more tban one ballot or anyone kind, or ir proor is submitted 
to the inspectors that an elector voling an absentee ballot has 
since died, the inspectors shall not count the ballot The 
inspectors shall endorse every ballot not counted on the back, 
"rejected (giving Ihe reason)". The inspectors shall reinsen 
each rejected ballot inlo the affidavit envelope in which it was 
delivered and enclose the affidavit envelopes and ballots, and 
securely seal the ballots and envelopes in an envelope marked 
for rejected absentee ballots. The inspectors shall endorse the 
envelope, "rejecled ballots" with a stalement or the ward or 
election district and date of the election. signed by the chief 
inspector and one orthe inspectors represenling eacl! orlhe 2 
major political parties and returned to the municipal clerk in 
the same manner as official ballots voted at the election. 

H_torr. 1971 c. 304 L 29 (2); I 975c. a" 199; 1m Co 394 •. 43, '3; 1979 
c. 232, 260; 1983 L 183,484; 1987 L 391. 

6.89 Absent elecloro 1111 public. The municipal clerk shall 
keep a list of all electors who make application for an absent 
elector's ballot and who have voted under the absent elector 
provisions giving the name, address and date of application. 
The list shall be open to public inspection. 

CHALLENGING ELECTORS 

6.92 Inspector making challenge, Each inspector shall 
challenge ror cause any person olTering to vote whom the 
inspector knows or suspects is not a qualified elector. Ir a 
person is challenged as unqualified by an inspeclor, one or the 
inspectors shall administer the following oath or affinnation 
to the person: "You do solemnly swear (or affirm) lhat you 
will rully and truly answer all questions put to you regarding 
your place of residence and qualifications as an elector of this 
election"; and shall then ask those orthe rollowing questions 
which are appropriate to test the person's qualifications: 

(1) Ir challenged as unqualified on the ground that the 
person is not a citizen: Are you a citizen ofthc United States? 

(2) Ir challenged as unqualified on the ground thaI the 
person is not a resident orlheward where the person's vole is 
olTered: 

(a) When did you last come into this ward? 

• 

• 

• 



• 

• 

• 

37 

(b) Did you come ror a temporary purpose only, or ror the 
purpose or making it your home? 

(c) Did you come into this ward ror the purpose or voting 
here? 

(d) Have you now and have you had ror the last 10 days a 
voting residence in this ward? If so, what is the particular 
description, name and location of your rcsiden~7 

(e) Ir the answer to par, (d) is no, then: Have you moved 
rrom the ward aOer the close or registration? 

(I) Have you registered to vote at this election at any other 
place within or outside this state? 

(g) Have you applied ror an absentee ballot at any place in 
this or any other stale? 

(h) Irsingle, do you board ror part orthe week, month or 
year with your parents? 

(i) Iryou have no parents, or are selr·supporting, have you 
registered to vote in this ward? 

0> Will you file your next state income tax return as a 
resident or this ward? 

(3) Ir challenged as unqualified on the ground that the 
person is not 18 yoars or age: Are you 18 years or age to the 
best or your knowledge and belief! 

(4) Ir challenged as unqualified on the ground that the 
person has made or become directly or indirectly interested in 
any bet or wager depending upon the result or the election: 

(a) Have you made, in any manner, any bet or wager 
depending upon tbe result or this election, or on the election 
of any person for whom votes may be cast at the election? 

(b) Are you in any manner, directly or indirectly, interested 
in any bel or wager depending in any way upon the result of 
this election? 

(5) If challenged as unqualified on the ground that the 
person has been convicted or treason, relony or bribery and 
not been subsequently restored to civil rights: 

(a) Have you ever been tried or convicted in this state of 
any crime? Ir yes, tber>-

(b) or what crime, when and in what court were you so 
convicted? 

(e) Have you in any manner since the conviction been 
restored to civil rights, and ir yes, how? 

(6) The inspectors, or one orthem, shall ask the challenged 
person any other or further questions to tcst qualifications as 
an elector at the election. 

Hklory: 1971 c. 304 .. 29 (2); 1'111 c. 336 .. 37; 19" c. 85 D. 41. 42. 43, 66 
(3); 1975 c. 199. 200.421; 19n c. 3!M; 1991 •. 316. 

6,925 Eleclor making challenge In person, Any elector 
may challenge for cause any person offering to vote whom the 
elector knows or suspects is not a qualified elector. Ira person 
is challenged as unqualified by an elector, one or the inspec· 
tors may administer the oath or affirmation to the challenged 
elector under s. 6,92 and ask the challenged elector the 
questions under that seetion which are appropriate to test the 
elector's qualifications. In addition, one of the inspectors 
shall administer the following oath or affirmation to the 
challenging elector: "You do solemnly swear (or affirm) that 
you will rully and truly answer all questions put to you 
regarding the challenged person's place or residence and 
qualifications as an elector of this election"; and shall then 
ask those orthe rollowing questions which are appropriate to 
test the qualifications or the challenged elector: 

(I) Ir challenged as unqualified on the ground that the 
person is not a citizen: Is the Challenged person a citizen orthe 
United States? 

(2) Ir challenged as unqualified on the ground that the 
person is not a resident or the ward where the person offers to 
vote: 
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(a) When did tbe challenged person last come into this 
ward? 

(b) Did the challenged person come ror a temporary 
purpose only, or ror the purpose or making it home? 

(c) Did the challenged pe""n come into this ward ror the 
purpose or voting here? 

(d) Has the penon now and ror the last 10 days a voting 
residence in this ward? rf so, what is the particular descrip­
tion, name and location of the person's residence? 

(e) Jrthe answer to par, (d) is no, then: Has the challenged 
person moved from the ward after the close of registration? 

(I) Has the challenged person registered to vote at this 
election at any other place within or outside this state? 

(g) Has the challenged person applied ror an absentee 
ballot at any place in this or any other state? 

(h) Ir single, has the challenged person boarded ror part or 
the week, month or yoar with the person's parents? 

(i) Jr the challenged person has no parents, or is selr· 
supporting, has the person registered to vote in this ward? 

(j) Will the challenged person file his or her next state 
income tax return as a resident of this ward? 

(3) Jr challenged as unqualified on the ground that the 
person is not 18 years or age: Is the challenged person 18 years 
or age to the best or your knowledge and belief! 

(4) Ir challenged as unqualified on the ground that the 
person has made or become directly or indirectly interested in 
any bet or wager depending upon the result or tbe election: 

(a) Has the challenged person made, in any manner, any 
bet or wager depending upon the result orthis election, or on 
the election or any person ror whom votes may be cast at the 
eledion? 

(b) Is the challenged person in any manner, directly or 
indirectly, interested in any bet or wager depending in any 
way upon the result or this election? 

(5) Ir challenged as unqualified on the ground that the 
person has been convicted or treason, relony or bribery and 
not been subsequently restored to civil rights: 

(a) Has the challenged person ever been tried or convicted 
in this state or any crime? Ir yes, ther>-

(b) or what crime, when and in what court was tbe 
challenged person so convicted? 

(c) Has the challenged person in any manner since the 
conviction been restored to civil rights, and ir yes, how? 

(6) The inspectors, or one orthem, shall ask tbe challenging 
person any rurther questions to test the challenging person's 
knowledge or the qualifications or tbe challenged person u 
an elector at the election. 

HiItDry: 1975 c. 15.199; 1977 Co 394; 1915 L 304. 

6,93 Challenging the ablenl elector. The vote or any 
absent elector may be challenged ror cause and the inspectors 
or election shall have all the power and authority given tbem 
to hear and determine the legality or the ballot the same as ir 
the ballot had been voted in person, 

6,935 Challenge ba .. d on Incompelency, Section 6.03 (3) 
applies to any challenge or a person's right to vote under s. 
6.92, 6,92S or 6.93 based on an allegation that an elector is 
incapable or understanding the objective or the elective 
process and thereby ineligible to vote, 

H~1or)': 19n c. 39ot; 1979 c. 110. 

6,94 Challenged etector oath, Ir the person challenged 
refuses to answer fully any relevant questions put to him or 
her by the inspector under s. 6.92, the inspectors shall reject 
the elector's vote. Ir the challenge is not withdrawn aner the 
person offering to vote has answered the questions, one of the 
inspectors shall administer to the person the rollowing oath 
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or affirmation: "You do solemnly swear (or affirm) that: you 
are 18 years of age; you area citizen of the United States; you 
are now and for 10 days have been a resident of this ward 
except under s. 6.02 (2); you have not voted at this election; 
you have not made any bet or wager or become directly or 
indirectly interested in any bet or wager depending upon the 
result of this election; you arc not on any other ground 
disqualified to vote at this election". If the person challenged 
refuses to take the oath or affirmation, the person's vote shall 
be rejected. If the person challenged answers fully all relevant 
questions put to the elector by the inspector under s. 6.92, 
takes the oath or affirmation, fulfills the registration require· 
ments, where applicable, and the answers to the questions 
given by the person indicate that the person meets the voting 
qualification requirements, the person's vote shall be 
received. 

Ht.tary: 1911 c. 304 .. 29 (2); 1971 c. 336 •. 37; 1915 c. 8S u. 4'. 66 (3); 
1977 Co 394 L 54; 1983 L 414. 

6.95 VoUng proc:edure'or chanenged .teclo,., Whenever 
the inspectors under ss. 6.92 to 6.94 receive the vote of a 
person olTering to vote who has been challenged, they shall 
give the elector a ballot. Before depositing the ballot, the 
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inspectors shall write on the back of the ballot the aerial 
number of the challenged person corresponding to the 
number kept at the election on the registration or poll list, or 
other list maintained under s, 6.79. If voting machines are 
uacd in the municipality where the person is voting. the 
person's vote may be received only upon an absentee ballot 
furnished by the municipal clerk which shall have the corre­
sponding serial number from the registration or poll list or 
other list maintained under s. 6.79 written on the back of the 
ballot before the ballot is deposited. The inspectors shall 
indicate on the list the reason for the challenge. The chal· 
lenged ballots shall be counted under s. S.8S or 7.SI. The 
municipal board of canvasacrs may decide any challenge 
when making its canvass under s. 7.S3. If the returns are 
reported under s. 7.60, a challenge may be reviewed by the 
county board of canvasacrs. If the returns are reported under 
s. 7.70. a challenge may be reviewed by the board of state 
canvassers. The decision of the canvasacrs may be appealed 
unde ... 9.01. The standard for disqualification specified in s. 
6.32S shall be uacd to determine the validity of challenged 
ballots. 

Hidary: 1911 c. 477; 1983 a. 414; 1985 L lOC. 

• 

• 
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CHAPTER 7 

ELECTION OFFICIALS, BOARDS, OBSERVERS; SELECTION AND DUTIES, CANVASSING 

7.03 
7.01 
7.10 
7.11 
7.1' 
7.20 
7.21 
7.22 
7.23 
7.14 
7.2S 
7.30 
7.32 
7.33 

SELE(TION AND DUTIES 
Com~tion of dcd.ion offM:ials and trainen. 
-'I>oonl. 
County dcrt •. 
Mmominee county; town ekaionL 
Municipal deftL 
Board of ekdion c:ommiaioncrt. 
Ekdion commiuionen. duticl and RJUlationi. 
Municipal board of election commillioncn. 
Datnx;:tion 0( dcction makriall. 
Title to elcdion malcrials. 
Votin, machine offICial" duties. 
Appointment of dedion offICials. 
Chanae of election official numbcn. 
Scnicc u an elccticn offkial. 

SELECT'TON AND DUTIES 

7.03 Compens.llon 01 .Iectlon oHlclal •• nd 1'.ln •••• (1) 
(a) A reasonable daily compensation shall be paid to each 
inspector. voting machine custodian. automatic tabulating 
equipment technician, member of a board of canvassers, 
messenger and tabulator who is employed and perrorming 
duiies under chs. S to 12. Alternatively. such officials may be 
paid by the hour at a proportionate rate ror each hour 
actually worked. 

(b) Except as provided in, par. (bm). payment shall be made 
by the municipality in which the election is held, except that 
any technician. messenger. tabulator or member of the board 
of canvassers who is employed to perfonn services for the 
county shall be paid by the county and any messenger or 
tabulator who is employed to perform services ror the state 
shall be paid by the board. 

(bm) Whenever a special election is called by a county or 
by a school district, a vocational, technical and adult educa· 
tion district, a sewerage district. a sanitary district or a public 
inland lake protection and rehabilitation district. the county 
or district shall pay the compensation or all election officials. 
as determined under sub. (2). 

(c) Ir a central counting location serving more than one 
municipality is utilized under s. 7.51 (I). the compensation or 
election officials at the location shall be proportionately 
divided between the municipalities utilizing the location, 
except that ir all municipalities within a county utilize the 
location. the compensation shall be paid by the county. 

(d) Special registration deputies appointed under s. 6.SS 
(6). special voting deputies appointed under s. 6.87S (4) and 
offICials and trainees who attend training sessions under s. 
7.IS (I) (e) or 7.25 (S) may be compensated at the option or 
the municipality. 

(2) The amount of compensation of election officials, when 
authorized or required. shall be fixed by the appropriate 
county board or supervisors. municipal governing body. or 
municipal board of election commissioners in cities over 
SOO.OOO population. The board shall fix the amount to be 
paid any person employed to perrorm duties ror the state. If 
the board employs an individual to perrorm duties which are 
the responsibility or a county or municipality. the board shall 
charge the expense to the county or municipality. 

Hilltory: 1913 c. 334 L 57; 19TI c. 39-4, "27; 1979('.89,260,311.3"; 19&3 
L ..... ; 198' L 304; 1917 L 111.391. 

7.36 
7.37 
7.31 
7.39 
7.40 
7.41 

7.SlI 
7.SI 
7.S3 
7.54 
7.60 
7.70 
7.7S 
7.10 

Chief' inIpcct.or'. duties. 
Ins~on' dutiel. 
Political party dcdion (unction&. 
0_ 
Sam .... ". ..... 
Public'. right to aaza. 

CANVASS OF RETURNS AND CERnFICATlON 
Elector int.ent. 
Local board 01 C&ftYUICI'L 
M unkipal cuvua. 
Contested dcctiona. 
County CU'lVUI. 
Stau ........ 
Pmidtntial cleeton meetin" 
Notice of dcaion. 

7.08 Election. board. In addition to its duties ro, hallot 
arrangement under ch. S and date and notice requirements 
under ch. 10. the board shall: 

(1) ELECTION FORMS. BLANKS. VOTINO APPARATUS. (a) Pre­
scribe all official ballot rorms necessary unde, chs. 5 to 12 and 
revise the official ballot rorms to harmonize with legislation 
and the current official status orthe political parties whenever 
necessary. The board shall provide one copy or each ballot 
rorm without charge to each county and municipal clerk and 
board or election commissioners. "The board shall distribute 
or arrange ror distribution or additional copies. "The pre­
scribed rorms shall be substantially rollowed in all elections 
under cbs. S to 12. 

(b) Prescribe the necessary standard sample blanks and 
ballot containers to make the canvass. returns. statements 
and tally sheet statements ror all elections the results or which 
are reportable to the board under s. 7.W (4) (a). and all other 
materials as it deems necessary to conduct the elections. The 
sample blanks shall contain the necessary certificates or the 
inspectOR and canvassers with notes explaining their use and 
statutory basis. 

(c) Prescribe rorms required by ss. 6.24 (3) and (4). 6.30 (3) 
and (4). 6.33 (I). 6.40 (I )(b). 6.SS (2) and (3). 6.79 (5) and 6.86 
(2) and (3). All such rorms shall contain a statement or the 
penalty applicable to raise or rraudulent registration or 
voting through use or the rorm. Forms are not requi,ed to be 
rurnished by the board. 

(d) Promulgate rules ror the administration or the statu· 
tory requirements for voting machines and electronic voting 
systems and any other voting apparatus which may be 
introduced in this state for use at elections. Pursuant to such 
responsibility, the board may obtain assistance from compe-­
tent persons to check the machines. systems and apparatus 
and approve ror use those types meeting the statutory re­
quirements and shall establish reasonable compensation ror 
persons performing duties under this paragraph. 

(2) CERTIFIED LISTS. (a) As soon as possible aner the closing 
date for filing nomination papers or afier the canvass of the 
primary vote. but no later than the deadlines established in s. 
10.06. transmit to each county clerk a certified list or all 
candidates on file in its office ror which electors in that county 
may vote. The list shall designate the order or arrangement 
and contain each candidate's first name, middle initial or 
initials and last name. unless the candidate on his or her 
nomination papers or declaration of candidacy specifies that 
the middle initial be deleted. that a rull middle name or 
rormer legal surname be substituted ror the middle initial or 
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that an initial be substituted ror the candidate's first name, 
but no other abbreviations, nicknames or titles are permitted. 
The list shall also include each candidate's residence and 
post-office address; the office ror which the person is a 
candidate; and, the party or principle the candidate repre· 
sents, ir any, in 5 words or I .... Names or candidates 
nominated W"lder s. 7.38 (3) or 8.35 shall be cenified by the 
board upon filing orthe necessary papers with it. At any time 
prior to an election. the board may transmit an amended 
certification ir a candidate dies or is determined not to qualiry 
ror ballot p1aoement. 

(b) The cenified list or candidates ror president and vice 
president nominated at a national convention by a party 
entitled to a September primary ballot or ror whom electors 
have been nominated W"lder s. 8.20 shall be sent as soon as 
possible after the closing date ror filing nomination papers, 
but no later than the deadlines established in s. 10.06. 

(c) As soon as possible aner the canvass or the spring and 
September primary votes, but no later than the first Tuesday 
in March and the 4th Tuesday in September, transmit to the 
state treasurer acenified list orall eligible candidates ror state 
office who have filed applications under s. 11.50 (2) and 
whom the board determines to be eligible to receive payments 
rrom the Wisconsin election campaign rund. The list shall 
contain each candidate's name, the mailing address indicated 
upon the candidate's registration rorm, the office ror which 
the individual is a candidate and the party or principle which 
he or she represents, ir any. 

(em) As soon as possible aner the canvass or a special 
primary, or the date that the primary would be held, ir 
required. transmit to the state treasurer a certified list or all 
eligible candidates ror state office who have filed applications 
under s. 11.50 (2) and whom the board determines to be 
eligible to receive a grant from the Wisconsin election carn­
paign rund prior to the election. The board shall also transmit 
a similar list or candidates, ir any, who have filed applications 
under s. I1.S0 (2) and whom the board determines to be 
eligible to receive a grant W"lder s. 11.50 (I) (a) 2 after the 
special election. The Hst shall contain each candidate's name, 
the mailing address indicated upon the candidate's registra­
tion fonn. the office for which the individual is a candidate 
and the pany or principle which he or she represents, ir any. 

(3) ELECTION MANUAL. Prepare and publish separate rrom 
the election laws an election manual written so as to be easily 
understood by the general public explaining the duties or the 
election officials, together with notes and rererences to the 
statutes as the board considers advisable. The manual shall be 
rurnished by the board rree to each county and municipal 
clerk or board of election commissioners and others in such 
manner as it deems most likely to promote the public welfare. 
The election manual shall: 

(a) Be compiled by the board, with the advice or the 
elections advisory council. 

(b) Emphasize the ract that election officials should help, 
not hinder. electors in exercising their voting rights. 

(c) Be subject to periodic review and revision when 
necessary. 

(4) ELEcnON LAWS. Publish the election laws. The board 
shall rurnish the election- laws rree to each COW"lty and 
municipal clerk and board of election commissioners in 
sufficient supply to provide one copy for reference at each 
orr",e and at each polling place. The board shall sell or 
arrange ror the sale or copies or the election laws to members 
or the public. 

Hilt..,.: 1971 Co 2042; 1973 C'. 3)4 L 6. 57; 1975 C'. 85. 93. 1M, 199; 1977 C'. 
29.107.394,04n; 1979C'. 89. 171.260,311; 1981 C'. 377; 1983 •. 51. 04SoC; 1985 a. 
120,304; 1989 L 192. 
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7.10 CeunlJclerb_(l) ELECTION SUPPLIES AND BAUOlS. (a) 
Each county clerk shall provide ballots ror every election in 
the county ror all national, state and county offices, including 
metropolitan sewerage commission elcctions under $. 66.23 
(lI)(am), ror mW"licipaljudges elected under s. 755.01 (4) and 
ror state and county rererenda. The orrlCial and sample 
ballots shall be prepared in substantia lIy the same rorm as 
those prescribed by the board under s. 7.08 (I) (a). 

(b) The COW"lty clerk shall supply sufficient poll list blanks 
ror municipalities that do not have elector registration and 
other election supplies ror national, state and COW"lty elec­
tions. The poll list blanks and other election supplies shall be 
enclosed in the sealed package containing the official ballots 
and delivered to the municipal clerk. 

(c) With county board approval any county clerk may 
purchase or print the official forms of nomination papers for 
distribution to any person at cost or free. 

(2) PREPARING BALLOTS. The COW"lty clerk shall prepare 
copy ror the official ballots immediately upon receipt or the 
cenified list or candidates' names rrom the board. Names 
cenified by the board shall be arranged in the order cenified. 
The county clerk shall place the names or all candidates filed 
in the clerk's office or cenified to the clerk by the board on the 
proper ballots under the appropriate office and pany titles. 

(3) TIME SCHEDULE. (a) The county clerk shall distribute the 
ballots to the municipal clerks no later than 31 days berore 
each September primary and general election and no later 
than 22 days berore each other primary and election. Election 
blanks prepared by the board shall be distributed at the same 
time. Irlbe board transmits an amended oenification under s. 
7.08 (2) (a) or irthe board or a coun orders a ballot error to be 
corrected under •. 5.06 (6) or 5.72 (3) after ballots have been 
distributed, the county clerk shall distribute corrected ballots 
to the municipal clerks as soon as possible. 

(b) The county clerk shall distribute an adequate supply or 
separately wrapped official ballots to each municipal clerk so 
the municipal clerk may supply ballots to absent elector 
applicants. The remaining ballots shall be sent in separately 
sealed packages clearly designating the ward for which each is 
intended and the approximate number or ballots or each kind 
enclosed. 

(4) RESOLVINO NOTICE DOUBTS. When in doubt as to 
compliance with the statutory requirements for election n~ 
tices or the correct rees to be paid ror them, the COW"lty clerk 
may consult the board. 

" .. ...,., t971 ~ 304 L 19 (2); 1973 ~ 280; t973 .. 334 L 17; t9n ~ 394 L 
53; 1977 C'. ~27; 1979 C'. 221, 260, 311, 355; 1981 C'. 377; 19.3 •• 44; 1985 L '9, 
304; 1991 L 316. 

7.11 Menominee county; lown electlona. The clerk shall 
prepare a ballot distinguishing between supervisors elected at 
large and by ward in any county having only one town with a 
pan or the county board members elected by wards. 

Hillary: 1971 C'. 3004L29(2); 1973c:.3lot. 

7.15 MunIcipal clerk •• (1) SUPERVISE ROOlS11lATION AND 
ELEcnONS. Each municipal clerk has charge and supervision 
or elections and registration in the municipality. The clerk 
shall perForm the rollowing duties and any others which may 
be necessary to properly conduct elections or registration: 

(a) Equip polling places. 
(b) Provide ror the purchase and maintenance or election 

equipment. 
(c) Prepare ballots ror municipal elections, and distribute 

ballots and provide other supplies ror conducting all elec­
tions. The municipal clerk shall deliver poll list rorms received 
rrom the county clerk to the polling places with the ballots 
berore the polls open. 

• 

• 

• 



• 

• 

• 
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(em) Prepare official absentee ballots ror delivery to elec· 
tors requesting them. and mail an official absentee ballot to 
each elector who has requested onc no later than the 30th day 
before each September primary and general election and no 
later than the 21st day beroreeach other primary and election 
if the request is made before that day; otherwise. the munici. 
pal clerk shall mail an official absentee ballot within one day 
of the time the elector's request is received. 

(cs) Prepare write·in absentee ballots ror delivery to mili. 
tary electors under s. 6.25 (2) at each election. and prepare 
write-in absentee ballots for delivery to overseas electors 
under s. 6.25 (3) at each election ror national offICe. no later 
than the 90th day berore the election. or as soon as possible 
aner the offices to be contested at the election are known, 
whichever is later. and distribute the ballots to each military 
or overseas elector after ballots are available or within one 
day after a request is received. whichever is later. but begin­
ning on the day that offICial absentee ballots become avail· 
able. the clerk shall not mail write-in absentee ballots and 
shall substitute official absentee ballots for any write-in 
absentee ballots requested. 

(d) Prepare the necessary notices and publications in 
connection with the conduct of elections or registrations. 

(e) Instruct election officials in their duties. calling them 
together whenever advisable, advise them of changes in laws, 
rules and procedures affecting the perrormance or their 
duties. and administer examinations as authorized under s. 
7.30 (2) (c). The clerk shall assure that officials who serve at 
polling places where an electronic voting system is used are 
familiar with the system and compctentto instruct electors in 
its proper use. The clerk shall inspect systematically and 
thoroughly the conduct or elections in the municipality so 
that elections are honestly. efficiently and unirormly 
conducted. 

(f) Discharge election officials for improper conduct or 
wilrul neglect or duties. 

(g) Report suspected election frauds, irregularities or via-­
lations of which the clerk has knowledge to the district 
attorney. 

(h) Review, examine and certify the sufficiency and validity 
of petitions and nomination papers. 

(i) Direct how and when to destroy the contents or the 
blank ballot boxes and unused election materials. 

G) Send an absentee ballot automatically to each person 
making an authorized request therefor in accordance with s. 
6.22 (4) or 6.86 (2). 

(k) Reassign inspectors appointed to serve at one polling 
place to another polling place within the municipality when· 
ever necessary to assure adequate staffing at all polling 
places. No such reassignment may have the effect or eliminat· 
ing representation at a polling place by one of the political 
parties entitled to nominate inspectors under s. 7.30 (2) (a). 

(2) MUNICIPAL ELECTION Dl1TlES. (a) In municipal elections. 
the municipal clerks shall perrorm the duties prescribed ror 
county clerks by s. 7.10. 

(b) Cities over 500.000 population may prepare their own 
offICial and sample ballots. Official ballots not utilized as 
absentee ballots shall be printed so they are ready at least 2 
days berore the election. 

(c) With the consent or the county clerk. municipalities 
may prepare their own ballots whenever voting machines or 
electronic voting systems are used in elections where candia 
dates ror both local offices and· national. state or county 
offICes appear on the ballol. This paragraph does not apply to 
cities under par . (b). 

(d) Whenever the governing body or any municipality 
submits any question to a vote of the electors or whenever a 
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proper recall petition and certificate are filed under s. 9.10, 
the municipal clerk shall issue a call for the election and 
prepare and distribute ballots as required in the authorization 
of submission or as provided in s. 9.10. The date of the 
referendum shall be fixed by the municipal clerk or board of 
election commissioners unless otherwise provided by law or 
unless the governing body fixes a date. The ballot ror any 
rererendum shall conrorm to s. 5.64 (2). Ir there is already an 
official municipal referendum ballot for the election, the 
question may appear on the same ballol. 

(3) BALLOT SUPPLY; SAMPLE BALLOTS. (a) Where voting 
machines are used or where electronic voting systems are 
employed. the municipal clerk shall provide at least 2 dupli· 
cate sample ballots for each ward in diagram form showing 
the board or screen inside each voting machine or the front of 
each ballot as it will appear in the voting machines or booths 
on election day. 

(b) Sample ballots. voting machine ballots and ballot 
labels for electronic voting systems, whenever the labels are 
affixed to the voting devices, shall be furnished to the officials 
in the ward or election district at least one day before each 
election. 

(4) RECORDING !!LECTORS. After each election where regis· 
tration is used, the municipal clerk shall make a record of 
each elector who has voted at the election by stamping or 
writing the date of the election in the appropriate space-on the 
original registration form of the elector. Municipalities ema 
ploying data processing may, in lieu of this requirement, 
record voting information in such a manner that it is readily 
available for retrieval by computer. 

(5) RECORD OF BALLOTS RECl!IVED. Each municipal clerk 
shall keep a record or when and in what condition the 
packages containing the ballots were received from the 
county clerk. The municipal clerk shall deliver to the proper 
officials the unopened packages or ballots the day berore the 
election. 

(6) SlJBSTlTUTE BALLOTS. (a) The municipal clerk shall 
provide substitute paper ballots in substantially the fonn of 
the original ballots whenever the necessary original ballots 
are not delivered to the municipality, are destroyed. 8rc lost 
or stolen after delivery, are not ready for distribution or the 
supply is exhausted during polling hours. The municipal clerk 
may also provide substitute paper ballots, together with 
ballot boxes and voting booths, whenever a voting machine 
or electronic voting system is rendered inoperable by a 
malfunction which occurs within 24 hours of the time set for 
opening or the polls. Paper ballots may be cast only in 
accordance with the procedures prescribed in ss. 6.80 (2) and 
7.37 (4). 

(b) Upon receiving the substitute paper ballots accompa· 
nied by a statement made under oath by the municipal clerk 
that the ballots have been prepared and rurnished by the clerk 
to replace the original ballots which are not available. or to 
substitute for a voting machine or electronic voting system 
which has been rendered inoperable by a malfunction which 
occurred within 72 hours of the time set for opening of the 
polls. the election officials shall use the substitute ballots in 
the same manner as if they had been original ballots. 

(7) REQUEST CANVASS ASSISTANCE. The municipal clerk may 
request all election officials to assist the inspectors in canvassa 
ing the votes received at the respective polling places. 

(8) RESOLVING NOTICE DOUBTS. When in doubt as to 
compliance with the statutory requirements for election na-­
tices or the correct fees to be paid for them, the municipal 
clerk may consult the board. 

Hitlory: 1971 c. 304 I. 29 (2): 1973 c, 334 I. "; 1975 c. 8S II. so, 65; 1975 
c. 275. 422; 1977 c. 283: 1911 c. 394 s. $04: 1977 c. 427. 447; 1979 c. 260, 311; 
1981 c. 391: 198) •. 4"'; 1985 L 31M: 1987 •. 391; 1989 •. 192; 1991 L 316. 
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7.20 Board 01 elocllon comml •• lon .... (1) A municipal 
board of election commissioners and a county board of 
election commissioners shall be established in every city and 
county over SOO.OOO population. 

(2) Each board or election commissioners shall consist or 3 
members. each member being chosen rrom lists or at least 3 
names each. selected and approved by the county commillee 
orthe 2 polilical panies receiving the most voles ror governor 
in Ihe county in the ...., or the county board or election 
commissioners. and receiving the most votes for governor in 
the city in the case or the city board or election commission· 
ers. in Ihe last general election. The county exoculive. ror Ihe 
county board or election commissioners. shall select rrom the 
list 2 persons rrom the majority pany and one person rrom 
the next highest pany in the county. The mayor. ror the city 
board or election commissioners. shall select rrom the list 2 
persons rrom the majority party and one person rrom the next 
highest pany in the city. 

(3) The persons chosen shall be qualified electors and 
residents or the state and county and. ror the city board or 
election commissioners. of the city. 

(4) Before beginning their duties as election commissioners 
each appointee shall lake and liIe the official oalh. 

(5) Each board or election commissioners shall choose its 
own chairman. An act or a majority or the board is an act or 
the board. 

(6) The election commissioners shall not hold any other 
public office and are ineligible ror any appointive or elective 
public office. except the office or notary public. during their 
tenn. 

(7) The term or office shall be 4 years. and untilsuocessors 
have been commissioned and qualified. beginning on July I 
each year rollowing a presidential election. Successors shall 
be appointed the same way. 

Hklorr. 1973 c. 3).4; I97S c. 124; 1983 •. 484 L 172 (I), 

7.21 EI.etlon comml •• lon .... dulles and r.gulallons. (1) 
All powers and duties assigned to the municipal or county 
clerk or the municipal or county board of canvassers under 
chs. S to 12 shall be carried out by Ihe municipal or county 
board of election commissioners or its executive director, 
unless specifically retained or assigned in this section or s. 
7.22. 

(2) The county board or election commissioners may hire 
an executive director who shall perform whatever duties the 
board assigns to him or her. The county board shall delor· 
mine the salary or that executive director. Appointment and 
removal or that executive director shall be subject to civil 
service standards. An executive director or the city board of 
election commissioners shall be appointed under s. 66.146. 

(3) The board or election commissioners is authorized to 
employ additional clerical assistants to carry out its necessary 
duties. The assislants' salaries shall be fixed by the governing 
body or the municipality or county. 

(4) The board of election commissioners may procure a 
seal to authenticate official papers and documents. 

(5) The city council and county board shall provide office 
space in the city hall and county courthouse. respectively. pay 
all the necessary expenses. cooperate with the board or 
election commissioners. provide storage space for the election 
equipment and supplies and assist with the moving and 
conducting of the elections as necessary. 

HIIIory: 1913 c. 334; 1979 c. 89; 1983 L 36; 1983 •• 41" L 172 (1). (2); 
1985 L 3Q.4u. 81. ISS: 1987 L 382. 

7.22 Municipal board ol.l.cllon comml •• lon .... (1) The 
common council shall determine the salaries of the election 
commissioners and shall include sufficienl runds in its budget 
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to allow the municipal board of election commissioners to 
rulfill its duties. 

(2) All expenses shall be paid upon order or the municipal 
board or election commissioners. signed by the chairman and 
executive director and countersigned by the city comptroller. 
The orders. made payable to persons in whose ravor issued. 
shall be the vouchers ror the city treasurer ror the payment or 
the orders. 

(3) The municipal board or election commissioners shall 
prepare and rurnish copies or all registrations. books. maps. 
instructions and blanks pertaining to the rules ror registration 
and conducting elections ror the use and guidance of the 
election officials. 

(4) The municipal board or e!«tion commissioners shall 
compile and publish a biennial report. conlaining election 
statistics and returns of all primaries and elections held within 
their city and county. Copies orthe same shall be distributed 
to persons in such quantities as the municipal board or 
election commissioners deems proper. 

(5) The chier or police shall station a police officer at 
polling places designated by the municipal board or election 
commissioners for each election. 

Hiator)': 1973 ... 3)41; 1m c. SI; 1983 L ..... t. 172 (I); 198' L 304 L ISS. 

7.23 Destrucllon 01 election mal.rlals. (1) All materials 
and supplies associated with an election. except as provided 
in sub. (2). may be destroyed according to the rollowing 
schedule: 

(a) Any unused materials aner an election and the contents 
orthe blank ballot box after a primary may be destroyed at a 
time and in a manner designated by the appropriate clerk. 

(b) Voting machine recorders essential ror proper opera­
lion or voting machines may be cleared and reactivated 14 
days aner any primary and 21 days after any other election. 

(c) Registration cards which are canceled under s. 6.S0 (7) 
may be destroyed 4 years afler cancellation. 

(d) Except as provided in s. 11.21 (II) (a). financial reports 
may be destroyed 6 years aner the date or receipt. Financial 
regislration stalements may be destroyed 6 years afler termi­
nation of registration. 

(e) Registration and poll lists created at a nonpartisan 
primary or election may be destroyed 2 years aner the 
primary or election at which they were created and registra­
tion and poll lists created at a partisan primary or election 
may be deslroyed 4 years aner the primary or election at 
which they were created. 

(I) Except as authorized in pars. (b) and (g). ballots. 
applications ror absentee ballots. registration rorms. or other 
records and papers requisite to voting at any rederalelection. 
other than registration cards. may be destroyed afler 22 
months. 

(g) Detachable recording units and companments ror use 
with electronic voting machines may be cleared or erased 14 
days aner any primary and 21 days after any other election. 
Before clearing or erasing the units or compartments. a 
municipal clerk shall transrer the dala contained in the units 
or compartments to a disk or other recording mediwn which 
may be erased or destroyed 22 months afler the election to 
which the dala relates. 

(h) Ballots may be destroyed 30 days aner any election. 
(i) Official canvasses may be destroyed 10 years aner the 

election to which they relate. 
()) Election notices. and proors or publication and corre­

spondence liIed in connection with such notices may be 
destroyed one year after the date orthe election to which they 
relale. 

• 



• 

• 
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(k) All other materials and supplies associated with an 
election may be destroyed 90 days aner the election . 

(2) Tfthere is a demand for a recount. notice of an election 
contest or any contest or litigation pending with respect to an 
election. materials may be destroyed and recorders. units or 
compartments may be cleared or erased only by order of the 
judge in whose court litigation is pending or ifno litigation is 
pending. by order of any circuit judge for the affected 
jurisdiction. Upon petition of the attorney general or a 
district aUomey or U.S. auorney for the affected jurisdiction. 
a circuit judge for the affected jurisdiction may order that 
specified materials not be destroyed or that specified record­
ers, units or compartments not be cleared or erased as 
otherwise authorized under this subsection until the court so 
permits. The governor may by order permit the clearing of 
voting machine recorders on machines needed to conduct a 
special election prior to the time authorized under this 
subsection. unless there is a demand for recount. notice of an 
election contest or a contest or litigation pending. or a court 
of record orders that the recorders not be cleared. 

HlAorr. 1973 Co 334; 1975 c.15. 200; 1977 c. 394 L 53: 19n c. 427; 1979 c. 
260 ... 42. 94; 1979 Co 311, 32.; 1983 a..u.e D. 60 to 63.174; 198' L 304 II. 81. 
143; 1987 a. 391. 

7.24 nUe \0 election male,lal •. The filing of a nomination 
paper, ballot application, financial report. affidavit, or other 
fonn or statement with the appropriate official or agency 
responsible for accepting such materials under chs. S to 12 
irrevocably tmnsfers the legal title to such official or agency, 
regardle .. of the sufficiency of the filing. The official or 
agency shall retain all election materials until destruction or 
other disposition is authorized under s. 7.23. 

Hillory: 1975 c. 93; 1919 c. 89. 

7.25 Voting machine official.' dulle •• (1) The municipal 
clerk of each municipality in which voting machines are used 
is responsible for the proper ballot being placed on each 
machine, the sample ballots, selling. adjusting. and pUlling 
the machine in order to use in voting when delivered to the 
ward. For the.purpose of labeling. seuing, adjusting and 
putting the voting machines in order. one or more competent 
voting machine custodians may be employed. 

(2) Under the direction of the municipal Clerk, the custo­
dian shall label or insert, set. adjust. put in order and deliver 
the machines with all necessary furniture and appliances to 
the rooms where the election will be held for each ward at 
least one hour before the time set for opening the polls on 
election day. 

(3) In preparing a voting machine for an election according 
to the directions furnished, the custodian shall arrange the 
machine and ballot so both will meet all the requirements for 
voting and counting the election in the manner provided for 
in machine construction. 

(4) When a voting machine is properly prepared for an 
election and delivered to the election ward, it shall be locked 
and scaled against any movement and the governing body or 
board of election commissioners shall provide proper protec­
tion to prevent tampering with the machines. The custodians 
preparing the machines shall deliver the keys for the machines 
to the municipal clerk or executive director of the board of 
election commissioners together with a written repon of each 
machine's condition. 

(5) Before an election each election official serving at a 
polling place where voting machines arc used shall be in­
structed in their use and their duties in connection with them 
by the municipal clerk, who shall call as many meetings to 
give instructions to the election officials as are necessary. 
Officials and tmin ... may be compensated for allendance. 
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Any person who does not understand the machines shall not 
be paid nor be allowed to serve. 

(6) (a) Where voting machines are used. the election 
officials for each ward shall meet at their proper polling place 
at least I S minutes before the time set for opening of the polls 
to arrange the voting machines and furniture to properly 
conduct the election. 

(b) Before opening the polls, they shall compare the ballots 
on the machines with the sample ballots furnished by the 
municipal clerk to ensure that the names, numbcn and letters 
thereon agree; examine the seal on each machine to see that it 
has not been broken; and examine the counter on each 
machine to see that each registers 000. Tf any counter on any 
machine does not register 000, the counter number and the 
number showing on the counter shall be recorded, signed by 
all the election officials and a copy shall be conspicuously 
posted by the inspectors at the polling place during polling 
hours. 

(c) Aner the inspcclion under par. (b), on the blanla 
furnished, they shall certify the condition of each voting 
machine and its counters. Each form shall be signed by each 
election official. Aner the election, one copy of each 
machine's certification shall be delivered with each copy of 
the election returns. 

H.tory: 1971 c. 304 .. 29 (2); 1977 Co 427; 1919 Co 311; 19" L 304. 

7.30 Appointment 01 elecllon officials. (1) NUMBI!R. There 
shall be 7 inspcclors for each polling place at each election. Tn 
municipalities where voting machines are used, the municipal 
governing body may reduce the number of inspectors to S. A 
municipal governing body may provide for the appointment 
of additional inspectors whenever more than one voting 
machine is used or wards are combined under s. S.I S (6) (b). A 
municipal governing body may provide by ordinance for the 
selection of alternate officials or the selection of 2 sets of 
officials to work at different times on election day. Additional 
officials shall be appointed in such a manner that the total 
number of officials is an odd number and the predominant 
party under sub. (2) is represented by one more 01T1Cia1 than 
the other party. 

(2) QUALmCATIONS AND PROCEDURE. (a) Only election 
officials appointed under this section may conduct an elec­
tion. Except as authorized in s. 7.IS (I) (k). each inspcclor 
shall be a qualified elector in the ward for which the polling 
place is established. Special registmtion deputies appointed 
under s. 6.SS (6) and election officials serving more than one 
ward or when necessary to fill a vacancy under par. (b) need 
not be a resident of that ward. but shall be a resident of the 
municipality. Special registration deputies may be appointed 
to serve more than one polling place. All officials shall be able 
to read and write the English language, be capable, be of good 
understanding. and may not be a candidate. other than for 
party committeeman or committeewoman, to be voted for at 
an election at which they serve. Tn 1st class cities, they may 
hold no public office other than notary public. Except as 
authorized under sub. (4) (c). all inspectors shall be affiliated 
with one of the 2 recognized political parties which received 
the largest number of votes for president. or governor in 
non presidential general election years, in the ward or combi­
nation of wards served by the polling place at the last election. 
The party which received the largest number of votes is 
entitled to one more inspector than the party receiving the 
next largest number of votes at each polling place. The same 
election officials may serve the electors of more than one 
ward where wards are combined under s. S.IS (6) (b). Tfa 
municipality is not divided into wards. the ward requirements 
in this paragraph apply to the municipality at large. 
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(b) When a vacancy occurs, the appointment shall be filled 
by the municipal clerk from the remaining names on the lists 
submitted under sub. (4) or from additional names submitted 
by the chairperson of the county party committee of the 
appropriate party under sub. (4). If the vacancy is due to 
candidacy. sickness or any other temporary cause. the ap­
pointment shall be a temporary appointment and effective 
only for that election. The same qualifications shall be 
required. but vacancies may be filled in cases of emergency or 
because of time limitations by a person from another alder­
manic district or ward within the municipality so the proper 
balance of party representation is maintained. 

(c) The governing body of any municipality may require all 
persons named on the party lists for election officials to prove 
their ability to read and write English and to have a general 
knowledge of the election laws. Examinations may be given 
to prove the qualifications can be mel 

(3) TABULATORS. (a) Not less than 30 days before any 
election the governing body or board ofelcction commission­
ers of any municipality, by resolution, may authorize the 
municipal clerk or executive director of the board of election 
commissioners to select and employ tabulators for any elec­
tion. Such authorization applies to the elections specified in 
the resolution, and if not specified, applies until the authori­
zation is modified or revoked. 

(b) The tabulators shall assist and be under the direction of 
the election inspectors after the close of the polls. 

(4) ApPOINTMI!NTS. (a) Except in cities where there is a 
board of election commissioners. the mayor. president or 
chairperson o( each municipality shall nominate to the gov­
erning body no later than their last regular meeting in 
December of each even-numbered year the necessary election 
offICials for each election ward. If no regular meeting is 
scheduled, the mayor, president or chairperson shall call a 
special meeting for the purpose no later than December 31. 

(b) The 2 dominant parties, under sub. (2), are each 
responsible (or submitting a tist of names from which the 
appointees shall be chosen. 

1. In cities where there is a board of election commission­
ers. the aldermanic district committeemen or commit­
teewomen under s. 8.17 of each of the 2 dominant recognized 
political parties shall submit a certilied list no later than 
November 30 of each even-numbered year containing the 
names of at least as many electors as there are inspectors (rom 
that party for each of the voting wards in the aldermanic 
district. The chairperson of the city committee, or if there is 
none. the chairperson o(the county committee shall submit a 
certified list no later than November 30 of each even­
nwnbered year containing the names o( at least as many 
special voting deputies under s. 6.875 (4) as are required to be 
appointed in the city. The chairperson may designate any 
individual whose name is submitted as a first choice nominee. 
The board of election commissioners shall appoint. no later 
than December 31 of even-numbered years, the required 
number o(special voting deputies and at least 5 inspectors for 
each ward. The board o( election commissioners shall a~ 
point all first choice nominees for so long as positions are 
available. unless nonappointment is authorized under par. 
(e). and shall appoint other individuals in its discretion. The 
board of election commissioners may designate such alter­
nates as it deems advisable. 

2. In municipalities other than cities and villages located in 
counties having a population of morc than 500.000. the 
committees organized under s. 8.17 from each of the 2 
dominant parties under sub. (2) shall submit a list containing 
at teast as many names as there are needed appointees (rom 
that party. The list shall be submitted by the chairperson of 
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each of the 2 committees to the mayor, president or chairper­
son of the municipality. If committees are organized in 
subdivisions of a city, the list shall be submitted through the 
chairperson of the city committee. If there is no municipal 
committee, the list shall be submitted by the chairperson of 
the county or legislative district committee. Except as pro­
vided in par. (c), only those persons submitted by the 
chairperson o( each committee under s. 8.17 may act as 
election officials. The chairperson may designate any individ­
ual whose name is submitted as a first choice nominee. The 
list shall contain the signature of the chairperson and secre­
tary of the SUbmitting committee. In cities or villages located 
in counties having a population of more than 500,000, other 
than cities where there is a board of election commissioners. 
the aldermanic district or village committeeman or commit­
teewoman for the ward or wards where each polling place is 
located. if there is one, shall submit a list containing at least as 
many names as there are needed appointees for inspector 
positions from the party represented by the committeeman or 
committeewoman. For appointments of special voting depu­
ties under s. 6.875 (4) and appointments of inspectors in cities 
and villages where there is no aldermanic district or village 
committeeman or committeewoman. nominations shall pro­
ceed in the same manner as in municipalities located in 
counties having a population of 500,000 or less. The list shall 
be submitted to the mayor or president. Except as provided in 
par. (c), only those persons whose names are submitted as 
provided in this paragraph may act as election officials. The 
committeeman or committeewoman may designate any indi­
vidual whose name is submitted as a first choice nominee. The 
list shall contain the signature of the aldermanic district or 
village committeeman or committeewoman or the chairper­
son of the appropriate committee. Upon submission of each 
nominee's name, the governing body shall appoint each first 
choice nominee for so long as positions are available. unless 
nonappointment is authorized under par. (e), and shall 
appoint other nominees in its discretion. If any nominee is not 
appointed. the mayor, president or chairperson of the munic­
ipality shall immediately nominate another person from the 
appropriate lists submitted and continue until the necessary 
number of election officials from each party is achieved at 
that meeting. 

(c) For so long as nominees are made available by the 
political parties under this section. appointments may be 
made only from the lists of submitted nominees. If the lists are 
not submitted by November 30 of the year in which appoint· 
ments are to be made. the board of election commissioners 
shall appoint, or the mayor, president or chairperson of a 
municipality shall nominate qualified persons whose names 
have not been submitted. If an insufficient number of nomi· 
nees appears on the lists as of November 30, the board of 
election commissioners shall similarly appoint. or the mayor. 
president or chairperson shall similarly nominate sufftcient 
individuals to lill the remaining vacancies. If an official is 
appointed whose name was not submitted on the lists. the 
official shall be affiliated with or designated by the ap­
pointing authority to represent one of the 2 parties that are 
entitled to submit lists. An official who is affiliated with one 
party may not be designated to represent a different party, 
unless the municipal clerk first makes a good faith effort to 
appoint an official who is affiliated with the represented 
party. 

(em) Notwithstanding pars. (a) to (c), the governing body 
or board of election commissioners of a municipality may 
make appointments of special voting deputies under this 
section to provide service in a community-based residential 
facility at any time after the municipal clerk or board of 

• 

• 

• 
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.Iection commissione .. adopts the procedures und.r s. 6.875 
for use in a community·based residential facility located in 
the municipality. 

(en) Notwithstanding pars. (a) to (c). the gov.rning body 
or board of election commissioners of a municipality may 
make appointments of special voting deputies under this 
section to provide service in a retirement home at any time 
aner the municipal clerk or board of election commissioners 
adopts the procedures und.r s. 6.875 ror use in a r.tirement 
hom. located in the municipality. 

(d) A party committee or a1d.rmanic district or village 
committeeman or committeewoman under s. 8.17 may sub­
mit additional names for inclusion in its list of nominations 
under this section at any time. Whenever there are no 
available names on any list, the board of election commis­
sioners or the mayor. president or chairman of the municipal­
ity shall so notiry the chairman or the appropriate party 
committee or the appropriate aldermanic district or village 
committeeman or committeewoman under s. 8.17. However, 
an appointment need at no time be delayed because of the 
lack or availability or pany nominees. 

(.) Iran appointing authority beli.ves that, ror good cause, 
it should not appoint an individual whose name is submitted 
as a fi .. t choic. nominee und.r par. (b), it may requ.st the 
board to authorize nonappointment. The board may permit 
nonappointment or an individual ror caus. d.monstrat.d by 
an appointing authority. 

(5) OATH OP oPPICB. Within 5 days artcr appointment orth. 
.Iection officials the municipal cl.rk shall give each appointee 
notice. Th. appointees shall fiI. the official oath with the 
municipal clerk within 10 days aner the mailing orlhc notice. 
Appointees to fill vacancies or any other election official who 
has not filed the oath, berore receiving any ballots, shall sign 
the oath and return it to the municipal clerk. An inspector, 
after taking the oath, may administer any oath required to 
conduct an election. 

(6) OFFIce Tl!NURB. (a) Th. appointed .lection officials 
shall hold office for 2 years and until their successors arc 
appointed and qualified. They shall serv. at .v.ry .Iection 
held in th.ir ward during th.ir t.rm or office. 

(b) Prior to the first .Iection rollowing the appointment or 
the inspectors, the inspecto .. at each polling place shall .Iect 
onc of their number to act as chief inspector. The chief 
inspector shall hold the position ror the remaind.r or the 
term. except that whenever wards are combined or separated 
und.r s. 5.15 (6) (b), th. inspectors shall .I.ct a n.w chi.r 
inspector. Ir a vacancy occurs in the position or chier inspec­
tor, the municipal cl.rk shall appoint on. or the oth.r 
inspeClors to fill the vacancy. 

(c) If any .Iection official lacks the qualifications set ronh 
in this section, fails to attend training sessions required under 
s. 7.1 5 (I) (.) unless excused th.r.rrom, is guilty or n.glecting 
his or her official duties or commits official misconduct. the 
municipal clerk or board of election commissioners shall 
summarily remove the official from office and the vacancy 
shall be fill.d und.r sub. (2) (b). 

Hlltory: 1971 Co 2 .. 2; 1971 c. 304 •. 29 tl), (2); 1971 c. 336; 1973 c. 210. 
33<1; 1975c. 93, 101; 19n Co 394."27. 447; 1979c:. 89. 260. 355; 1983 .. 183,~. 
538; 1985 •. 131 L 3; 1985 •. 304.332; 1987 .. 391; 1989 •. 192.359. 

7.32 Change 0' election Official numbera. Notwithstand­
ing s. 7.30 (I), the gov.rning body or board or .Iection 
commissioners of any municipality may by resolution reduce 
the number or .Iection officials and modiry or rescind any 
similar previous action. No such action may reduce the 
number or officials at a polling place to less than 3. 

Hillory: 1m c. "27; 1979 c. 260 L.t6; Stab. 1979 L 7.32; 1983 ....... ; 
1985 L 304. 
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7.33 Service .. an elKllon ofllclat. (1) In this section: 
(a) "Employ." has the meaning given und.r s. 101.01 (2) 

(a). 
(b) "Employ.r" has the meaning given und.r s. 101.01 (2) 

(b). 
(c) "Stat. agency" has the meaning given und.r s. 20.001 

(I) and includes an authority created und.r ch. 231, 232 or 
234. 

(2) Service as an .Iection official under this chapter shall be 
mandatory upon all qualified .Iecto .. appointed. during the 
ruIl2-y.ar t.rm, an.r which they shall be exempt rrom furth.r 
service as an .Iection official, under this chapter, until 3 terms 
or 2 yea ... ach have .Iapsed. Municipal cl.rks may grant 
exemptions from service at any time. 

(3) Ev.ry .mployer shall grant to each .mploy. who is 
appointed to serve as an .Iection official a leav. or absence ror 
the entire 24-hour period or .ach .lection day in which the 
official serves in his or h.r offICial capacity. An employ. who 
serves as an clection official shall provide his or her employer 
with at least 7 days' notice of application for a leave. The 
municipal cl.rk shall veriry appointments upon request or 
any employer. 

(4) Each state agency shall, upon proper application und.r 
sub. (3), permit .ach or its .mployes to serv. as an .Iection 
official without loss or rring. benefits or seniority privileges 
earned ror schedul.d working hours during the period speci­
fied in sub. (3), and without loss of pay ror scheduled working 
hou.. during the period specified in sub. (3) •• cept as 
provided in sub. (5), and shall not impose any oth.r penalty 
upon an employc who serves as an election official. 

(5) Any .mploy. or the stat. who obtains a paid leav. of 
absence in order to serve as an election official under I. 7.30 
shall ceniry in writing to the head orth. stat. agency by which 
h. or she is employ.d the amount or compensation that the 
employe receives for such service. Upon receipt of the certifi­
cation, the h.ad orthcstat. ag.ncy shall deduct that amount 
rrom the .mploye's pay earned ror scheduled working hours 
during the period specified in sub. (2) wh.n the .mploy. is on 
a paid leave or absence. 

(6) Each employer other than a state agency shall, upon 
proper application und.r sub. (3), permit each or its employes 
to serve as an .Iection official without loss or rringe ben.fits 
or seniority privil.ges earned ror scheduled working hours 
during the period specifocd in sub. (3), and shall not impose 
any other penalty upon an employe who serves as an election 
official, except the .mploy.r need not pay wages to an 
.mploye ror tim. not worked whil. the .mploye is serving as 
an election official. 

Hidorr. 1977c. 391; 1979c. 260 .... ;Stata.I979a. 7.33; 1917 .. til: 
19S7a.391 •• 37m ... l .... 1r; 1989L 56 •• 259. 

7.36 Chle' InspKlor'. duU ... Subject to the supervision or 
the municipal cl.rk or executive director of the board or 
.Iection commission .... the chi.r inspector shall direct the 
conduct or activities assigned to the inspecto .. at the polling 
place. The chi.r inspector shall rer.r any question as to the 
proper procedure to be employed in carrying out the inspec­
tors' duties to the municipal clerk or executive director. 

HklDry: t9.5 L 304. 

7.37 Inspeclor.' duOe .. (1) ADJOURN TO ANOTHER LOCA­

TION. Whenever it becomes impossible or inconvenient to 
hold an .Iection at the designated location, the inspecto .. , 
an.r ass.mbling at or as near the designated polling place as 
practicabl. and berore receiving any votes, may adjourn to 
the nearest convenient place ror holding the .Iection. Th. 
inspecto .. shall make a proclamation or the move and a law 
enrorcement officer or other proper person designated by the 
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municipal clerk shall be stationed at or as near as possible to 
the place where the adjournment was made. to notify all 
electors of tbe place to wbicb tbe election adjourned. Attbe 
new location tbe inspectors sball immediately proceed witb 
the election. 

(2) PRI!SERVE ORDER. The inspectors sball possess full 
authority to maintain order and to enforce obedience to their 
lawful commands during tbe election and tbe canvass of tbe 
votes. They sball pennit only one person in a voting bootb at 
a time and shall prevent any person from taking notice of how 
another person has voted. except when assistance is given 
under s. 6.82. They sball enforce s. S.3S (S) and prevent 
electioneering from taking place in violation of s. 12.03. If any 
person refuses to obey tbelawful commands of an inspector. 
or is disorderly in tbe presence or hearing of tbe inspectors. 
interrupts or disturbs the proceedings. tbey may order any 
law enforcement officer to remove the person from the voting 
area or to take the person into custody. . 

(3) CIn!c1< BALWT BOXI!S. Immediately before tbe procla· 
mation tbat tbe polls are open tbe election inspectors sball 
open eacb ballot box in tbe presence oftbe people assembled 
tbere. tum tbe boxes upside down so as to empty tbem of 
everytbing tbat may be inside and tben lock tbem. The ballot 
boxes shall remain locked and sball not be reopened until the 
polls close for tbe purpose of counting tbe ballots therein. 

(4) BALLOTINO PROCI!DURB. At polling places wbicb utilize 
paper ballots or electronic voting systems in wbicb ballots are 
distributed to electors. 2 inspectors shall be assigned to take 
cbarge oftbe official ballots. They sball write tbeir initials on 
tbe back ofeacb ballot and deliver to eacb elector as be orsbe 
enters tbe voting bootb one ballot properly endorsed byeacb 
of tbem. Where paper ballots are used. tbe inspectors sball 
fold eacb ballot in the proper manner to be deposited before 
delivering it to tbe elector. If asked. inspectors may instruct 
any elector as to the proper manner of marking or punching 
the ballot. buttbey may not give advice. suggestions. express 
any preferences or make any requests as to the person for 
wbom. tbe question on wbicb or tbe ballot on wbicb the 
elector sball vote. 

(5) IMPROPER CONDUCT. Any election official wbo inten' 
tionally fails to properly indorse a ballot or wbo intentionally 
gives an elector a ballot not properly indorsed sball be 
removed as an election official. 

(6) ATTACH STICKERS. Whenever a vacancy occurs in a 
nomination after the ballots have been printed and stickers 
are provided under s. 7.38 (3) or 8.3S (2). tbe inspectors sball. 
at tbe direction of tbe municipal clerk. properly apply tbe 
stickers to the official ballots before endorsement. 

(7) REGlST1lATION AND POLL USTS. Two inspectors shall be 
assigned to have charge of the registration or poll lists at each 
election. 

(8) ELECTRONIC VOTING SVST1!MS. Prior to tbe opening of 
tbe polling place. wherever electronic voting systems employ· 
ing voting devices are used, the inspectors shall place the 
voting devices in position for voting and examine them to see 
tbattbey are in proper working order and tbattbey bave tbe 
correct ballot labels by comparing tbem witb tbe sample 
ballots. 

(9) POSTING SAMPLE BALLOTS. Two sample ballots sent by 
tbe municipal clerk sball be posted by tbe inspectors near tbe 
entrance to tbe polling place for public inspection tbrougbout 
tbe day. 

(10) CHALLENGED ELECToas.lfany person iscballenged for 
cause. tbe inspectors sball proceed under ss. 6.92 and 6.92S 
and witb tbe aid of otber provisions of cb. 6 as appear 
applicable, sball resolve tbe cballenge. 
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(11) SPOILED BALWTS. Any spoiled ballot returned to an 
inspector under s. 6.80 (2) (c) sball be immediately destroyed 
by one of tbe inspectors. 

(12) CANVASSEas. The election inspectors sball constitute 
tbe board of canvassers of tbeir polling place and in tbat 
capacity sball perform tbe duties under s. 7.SI. except as 
otberwise designated by tbe municipal clerk under ss. S.8S 
and S.86. 

H .. tory: 1971 c.304 .. 29(2); 1975c. 85: 19n c. 421; 1979c. 260, 311. 
35S; 1981 Co 391; 1983 L ..... U. 68. 69, 71 to 73. In (3); 1985 L 304; 1989 L 
192. 

7.38 Political pIIrty electIon !unction.. (1) OBsERVERS. 
Eacb recognized political pany may appoint observers at 
polling places as provided in s. 7.39. 

(3) VACANC1I!S APTER NOMINATION. (a) E,cept as provided 
in par. (d). aner the deatb of a candidate nominated for a 
partisan office, either in a primary or when no primary is 
required unders. 8.SO (3) (b). tbe vacancy may be filled by tbe 
candidate's political pany. In the case of county offices. tbe 
vacancy sball be filled by tbe cbainnan oftbe county commit­
tee. If no county committee exists. tbe vacancy sball be filled 
by tbe cbainnan oftbe state committee. For otber offices, the 
vacancy sball be filled by tbe cbairman oftbe state committee. 
The appropriate chainnan sball file witb tbe official or agency 

. witb wbom nomination papers are filed for the office a 
certificate signed, certified and sworn to the same as an 
original nomination paper. The certiFICate shall state the 
cause of the vacancy. tbe name of tbe new nominee and the 
office for wbicb tbe nomination is made. A political party 
may not nominate a candidate for an office for which no 
person representing that party bas filed nomination papers 
and a declaration of candidacy. 

(b) The certificate sball be filed witbin 4 days oftbe date of 
notification of tbe vacancy and sball bave tbe same effect as 
original nomination papers. 

(c) Iftbe vacancy occurs aner ballots have been printed in 
any county or municipality, the chairman of the committee 
filling tbe vacancy sball supply the municipal clerk witb 
stickers containing the name of the new nominee only. The 
stickers may be no larger than the space provided on the 
ballot for tbe original candidate's name and office. 

(d) There can be no vacancy in nomination prior to a party 
primary. e,cept wben no primary is required under s. 8.S0 (3) 
(b). 

(e) In the event offaHure to file the nameofa current state 
cbairman. as required under s. 8.17 (12). tbe board may not 
recognize the state commiuee for tbe purpose of filling 
vacancies under par. (a). 

H .. tory: 1971 c. 304 .. 29 (2); 1973 c. 334; 1975 Co 93, 200; 1977 c. 340, 
427; 1919 c. 311; 1983 •• 4&4; 1915 L 304; 1987 L 391. 

7.39 Obaerver •. (1) PUlY OBSERVERS. For every polling 
place. eacb recognized political party may appoint 2 party 
observers and an alternate for eacb. as observers of tbe 
election proceedings. The appointments may be made by tbe 
county committee of tbe party tbat nominated tbe candi· 
dates. Party appointments sball be filled by tbe cbainnan of 
tbe party. Except at primary elections. observers appointed 
by a pany sball serve as observers for all candidates appear· 
ing on the ballot or in tbe column of tbat party. 

(2) OT1ll!R OBSERVEas. (a) Candidates at partisan primary 
elections. independent candidates at partisan elections and 
candidates at nonpartisan elections may similarly appoint 
one observer for eacb polling place to represent tbem. 

(b) Groups registered under s. 11.0S (I) may similarly 
appoint one observer for eacb polling place to represent tbe 
group at any referendum election. 

• 
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(c) The board may promulgate rules prescribing proce­
dures and standards whereby nonpartisan and bipartisan 
organizations of electors not amliated with any candidate 
may be authorized to appoint observers under this section. 

(2m) CANDIDA11! DISQUALmcAlloN. No candidate at an 
election may serve as an observer of the election proceedings 
at that election. 

(3) FD.lNG OF APPOJNTMI!NT. The person making each 
appointment shall file a signed letter or appointment with the 
municipal clerk or board of election commissioners of the 
municipality in which the appointee is designated to serve at 
least 4 days berore the election. The file copy shall speciry the 
name and residence or the appointee. the polling place ror 
which appointed. and the name or an alternate appointee. ir 
any, in case the original appointee is absent. 

(4) PmlMTTS. Upon filing. the clerk shall issue permits to the 
appointees giving authority to be present during the election 
and counting or the ballots. Upon request. the clerk shall 
issue a pennit to the alternate appointee when an original 
appointee rails to serve ror all or a part or the day. 

(5) PoLL POSInoNS. Observe .. or election proceedings. as a 
matter or right. shall be so positioned at the polls by the chier 
inspector as to reasonably be enabled to closely observe 
proceedings and hear instructions given to voters. 

HiItory: 1917 .. 391 a. 42 to 4S. 47; 1919 a. 192. 359. 

7.40 Sample ballot .. Any individual. committee or candi· 
date, at their own expense, subject to limitations upon 
contributions and disbursements under ch. 11. may print a 
supply or sample ballots. provided they hear on their race the 
inrormation required by s. 11.30 (2) and they contain all the 
names shown on the official ballot. 

H .. orr. 1981 .. 391 L ...... 

7.41 Public'. rtghllo acce ••. (1) Any member orthe public 
may be present at any polling place ror the purpose or 
observation ofan election. except a candidate at that election. 

(2) The chier inspector may restrict the location or any 
individual exercising the right under sub. (1) to certain areas 
within a polling place. The chier inspector shall clearly 
designate such an area as an observation area. Designated 
observation areas shall be so positioned to permit any autho· 
rized individual to readily observe all public aspects or the 
voting process. 

(3) The chier inspector may order the removal or any 
individual exercising the right under sub. (I) irthat individual 
commits an overt act which: 

(a) Disrupts the operation or the polling place; or 
(b) Violates s. 12.03 (2). 
HIAorr. 1989 .. 192. 

CANVASS OF RETURNS AND CERTIFICATION 

7.50 Elector InlenL (1) REQIJIllHMI!NTI! AND RI!STRlcnONS. 

(a) Except as provided in s. 7.15 (6). only ballots provided by 
the pe .. on authorized to have them printed shall be cast and 
counted in any election. 

(b) When an elector casts more votes for any office or 
measure than he or she is entitled to cast at an election, all the 
elector's votcs for that office or measure arc invalid and the 
elector is deemed to have voted for none of them, except as 
provided in par. (c) and sub. (2) (d). Ir an elector casts less 
votes for any office or measure than he or she is entitled to 
cast at an election. all votes cast by the elector shall be 
counted but no vote shall be counted more than once. 

(c) If an elector casts more than one vote for the same 
candidate ror the same office. the Ii .. t vote is valid and the 
remaining votes are invalid. 
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(d) Whenever an electronic voting system is used at a 
polling place in a partisan primary. and the same ballot is 
utilized to cast votes for candidates of more than one recog· 
nized political party or candidates ora party and independent 
candidates. if an elector designates a preference for a party or 
ror independent candidates. only votes cast within that prer­
erence category may be counted. Ir an elector does not 
designate a prererence and makes a mark or punch or affixes 
a sticker opposite candidates or more than one recognized 
political party or opposite a candidate in the independent 
candidates' column and a candidate or a recognized political 
party. no votes cast by the elector ror any candidate ror 
partisan off"'" are valid. Votes ror other candidates and votes 
on ballot questions. ir any. shall be counted ir otherwise valid. 

(2) ASCI!RTAINMI!NT OF 1N11!NT. All ballots cast at an 
election which hear the initials or 2 inspecto .. shall be 
counted for the person or referendum question for whom or 
ror which they were intended. so rar as the electo .. • intent can 
be ascertained rrom the ballots notwithstanding inrormality 
or failure to fully comply with other provisions of cbs. S to 12. 
To determine intent: 

(a) At a general election. ir the elector places a mark. 
symbol or sticker or punches a hole under a party designation 
at the head or a column in or near the space indicated ror that 
purpose. it is a vote ror all the candidates whose names 
appear in the marked or punched column except as otherwise 
provided in this paragraph. If a name il stricken. it is not a 
vote for that candidate. If a name is written in. it is a vote for 
the write-in candidate. Ir a' sticker is attached it is a vote ror 
the candidate whose name appears on the sticker. Ifin some 
other column there is a mark or punch in the square to the 
right or a specific candidate's name or at the place designated 
on the ballot ror marking or punching a vote ror a specific 
candidate for the same office. it is a vote for that specific 
candidate and no vote may be counted ror the candidate ror 
the same office in the column marked or punched ror a 
straight party vote. 

(b) A ballot cast without any marks. sticken or punches 
may not be counted. A ballot without a mark or punch at the 
top or a party column may be counted only ror persons ror 
whom marks or punches are applicable. 

(c) Ir an elector marks a ballot with a cross (X). or any 
other marks. as I. A. V. O. I • ./. +. within the square to the 
right of a candidate's name, or any place within the space in 
which the name appea ... indicating an intent to vote ror that 
candidate. it is a vote ror the candidate whose name it is 
opposite. 

(em) Any apparent erasure or a mark next to the name of a 
candidate may not be counted as a vote ror that candidate ir 
the elector makes another mark next to the name of onc or 
more different candidates for the same office and counting of 
the mark would result in an excess number of votes cast for 
the offi ... 

(d) Iran elector writes a person's name in the proper space 
for writeein candidates for an office. it is a vote for the person 
written in ror the office indicated. regardless or whether the 
elector strikes the names appearing in the same column for 
the same office. or places a mark or punch by the same or any 
other name for the same office, or omits placing a mark or 
punch to the right of the name written in. If an elector is 
permitted to vote ror more than one candidate ror the same 
office in an election and casts one or more write-in votes 
which. when added to the votes cast ror candidates whose 
names appear on the ballot. exceed the number of votcs 
authorized to be cast ror the office. the write-in votes shall be 
counted and the votes ror candidates whose names appear on 
the ballot may not be counted. unless there are more write-in 
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votes than votcs authorized to be cast. in which case no votes 
may be counled ror Ihe office. 

(e) No wrile-in vole shall be regarded as dereclive due 10 
misspelling a candidale's name, or by abbrevialion, addilion, 
omission or use of a wrong initial in the name. Every vote 
shall be counled ror Ihe candidale ror whom il was intended, 
irlhe eleclor's inlenl can be ascertained rrom lhe ballol itselr. 

(f) Ir aslicker applied 10 Ihe ballollisls a candidale's name 
and Ihe office which Ihe candidale seeks, il is a vole ror Ihe 
name appearing on the sticker even if the sticker does not 
contain a box or the elector omits the cross to the right of the 
name. or makes a crou in another column for a candidate for 
lhe same orrICO. Jr a Slicker is pasled over Ihe name or any 
candidale prinled on Ihe ballol, il is a VOle ror Ihe candidale 
shown on the sticker but no vote may be counted for the 
candidale over which Ihe Slicker is pasled. Only Slickers 
appearing on Ihe race or lhe ballol may be counted. 

(g) In partisan primaries. iran elector writes in the name of 
an individual on a ballol other lhan Ihe one on which Ihal 
individual's name is shown as a candidate. the write-in vote 
may nol be counled. 

(h) In lhe general eleclion or a parlisan special eleclion, a 
write-in vote may not be counted for any candidate if the 
candida Ie's name appears on Ihe official ballol, excepl a 
write-in vote cast for the same OtTlCC under which the candi­
date's name appears irno other similar name appears on the 
ballot ror any office. 

(hm) In a nonpartisan primary or election using voting 
machines if an elector is permitted to vote for morc than one 
candidate for the same office, a write-in vote may not be 
counted if the vote is cast for a candidate whose name appears 
on lhe ballot ror lhal office. 

(i) The railure by an elector 10 wrile in Ihe name or a 
candidale ror Ihe office or vice presidenl or Ihe Uniled Siaies 
on Ihe general eleclion ballol does nol invalidale Ihe eleclor's 
vote for any candidate whose name is written in for the office 
ofprcsident of the United States. The failure of an elector to 
wrile in Ihe name or a candidale ror Ihe office or presidenl or 
the United States on the general election ballot invalidates the 
elector's vote for any candidate whose name is written in for 
Ihe office or vice presidenl orlhe Uniled Siaies. The railure or 
an elector to write in the names of candidates for the offices of 
governor and lieutenant governor on the general election 
ballot invalidates the elector's vote for any candidate whose 
name is written in for the office of governor or lieutenant 
governor alone. 

(j) If an elector writes in or pastes a sticker in the position 
for an office, it is a vote for that office, even if the elector 
writes in or the sticker indicates the name ofa different office. 

Hiltorr. 1977 c. 107.271. "27; 1979c. 89. 311. 328; 1981 c. 377 JI. 20. 22; 
1981 c. 391; 1983 L 113; 1983 L "' .. II. 75. 172 (3); 1985 a. 31)4; 1987 L 391; 
1989 L 192. 3S9; 1991 L 316. 

7.51 Local boa'" 01 canvas .. '" (1) CANVASS PROCEDURe. 
Immedialely aner Ihe polls closelhe inspeclors shall proceed 
10 canvass publicly all voles received al Ihe polling place. In 
any municipality where an electronic voting system is used. 
the municipal governing body or board of election commis· 
sioners may provide or authorize the municipal clerk or 
executive director of the board of election commissioners to 
provide for the adjournment of the canvass to one or more 
central counting locations for specified polling places in the 
manner prescribed in subch. '" or ch. S. No central counling 
localion may be used 10 counl voles al a polling place where 
an electronic voting system is not employed. The canvass, 
whelher conducled al Ihe polling place or al the cenlral 
counting location, shall continue without adjournment until 
Ihe canvass is compleled and Ihe return slalements are made. 
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(2) TALLYINO. (a) The inspectors shall firsl compare lhe 
poll or regislralion lists, correcling any mislakes unlillhe poll 
or regislralion lists agree. The chier inspeclor and Ihe inspec­
tors who are responsible for recording electors under 1.6.79 
shall veriry Ihe correclness orlhe poll or regislralion lists after 
Ihe polls close by each signing Iheir name Iherelo. Where 
ballols are dislribuled 10 eleclors, Ihe inspectors shall Ihen 
open Ihe ballol box and remove and counl Ihe number or 
ballots therein without examination except as is necessary to 
ascertain Ihal each is a single ballol. Ir 2 or more ballou are 
rolded logelher so as 10 appear as a single ballol, the 
inspeclOrs shall lay lhem aside unlillhe counl is compleled; 
and ir, aner a comparison ohhe counl and Ihe appearance or 
lhe ballots il appears 10 a majorily or Ihe inspeclors Ihat the 
ballots rolded logelher were voled by the same person lhey 
may nol be counled bUllhe inspectors shall mark lhem as 10 
the reason for removal. set them aside and carefully preserve 
Ihem. The inspectors shallihen proceed under par. (b). 

(b) When during Ihe counling or Ihe ballots casl al an 
election a majorily or lhe inspeclors find Ihat a ballol is so 
derective Ihat Ihey cannol delermine wilh reasonable cer· 
lainly ror whom il was cast, Ihey shall so mark Ihe ballot and 
preserve it. The inspectors shall not count the vote cast on the 
ballol ror any office ror which Ihey delerminelhe ballollo be 
derective. 

(c) Whenever Ihe number or ballots exceeds Ihe number or 
vOling eleclors as indicaled on Ihe poll or regislralion lisl, Ihe 
inspeclors shall place all ballots race up 10 check ror blank 
ballols. In this paragraph, "blank ballol" means a ballol on 
which no votes are cast for any office or question. The 
inspeclors shall mark, lay aside and preserve any blank 
ballots. Ir Ihe number or ballots still exceeds Ih. number or 
vOling eleclors,lhe inspectors shall place all ballots race down 
and proceed 10 check ror Ihe inilials. The inspeclors shall 
mark, lay aside and preserve any ballol nol bearing Ihe 
initials on inspeclors or any absenlee ballol nol bearing lhe 
initials of the mWlicipal clerk. During the count the inspec-
10rs shall counl Ihose ballots casl by challenged eleclors Ihe 
same as Ihe olher ballots. 

(d) The inspeclors shall keep a wrillen slalemenl, in 
duplicale, or Ihe number or ballou sel aside and the number 
or derective ballots and challenged ballots. The slalemenl 
shall conlain a record or Ihe reasons ror selling aside each 
ballol and Ihe reasons why each dereclive or challenged ballol 
is dereclive or challenged. The inspectors shall certiry Ihat Ihe 
Slalemenl is correcl. sign ii, and aUach illo Ihe lally sheets. 

(e) Ir, aner any ballots have been laid aside,lhe number or 
ballots still exceeds the total number of electors recorded on 
lhe registration or poll lisl, lhe inspeclors shall separale Ihe 
absenlee ballols rrom lhe olher ballots. Ir lhere is an excess 
number or absenlee ballots, Ihe inspectors shall place Ihe 
absenlee ballots in Ihe ballol box and one of Ihe inspeclors 
shall publicly and wilhoul examination draw lhererrom by 
chance Ihe number or ballots equal 10 Ihe excess number or 
absenlee ballols. Irlhere is an excess number or olher ballots, 
Ihe inspeclors shall place Ihose ballOls in Ihe ballol box and 
one or Ihe inspectors shall publicly and wilhoul examinalion 
draw Ihererrom by chance Ihe number or ballots equal to lhe 
excess number or Ihose ballots. All ballots so removed may 
nol be counled bUI shall be specially marked as having been 
removed by the inspectors on original canvass due to an 
excess number or ballols, sel aside and preserved. When Ihe 
number or ballots and 10lal shown on Ihe poll or regislralion 
lisl agree, the inspectors shall relum all ballots 10 be counled 
10 Ihe hallol box and shalilum the ballol box in ouch manner 
as 10 Ihoroughly mix Ihe ballots. The inspectors shall Ihen 
open. counl and record Ihe number orvoleS. When Ihe ballots 
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are counted. the inspectors shall separate them into piles (or 
ballou similarly voted. Objections may be made to placement 
of ballots in the piles at the time the separation is made. 

(f) If corrected ballou are distributed under s. S.72 (3) or 
7.10 (3), only the votes cast on the corrected ballots may be 
counted for any office or referendum in which the original 
ballots differ from the corrected ballots. 

(g) Immediately after the polls close, where voting ma­
chines are used, the inspectors shall open the registering or 
recording compartments or remove the record of the votcs 
cast and shall canvass, record, announce and return on the 
tally sheeu and certificates furnished. In recording the votes 
registered on any counter which, before the opening of the 
polls, did not register 000, the inspectors shall upon the return 
sheets subtract the number registered before the polls opened 
from the number registered when the polls closed. The 
difference between the 2 numbers is the correct vote for the 
candidate whose name was represented by the counter, except 
if the number registered on the counter when the polls closed 
is smaller than the number registered thereon when the polls 
opened, the number 1,000 shall be added to the number 
registered when the polls closed, before the subtraction is 
made. 

(h) Where a voting machine is used which produces a 
written record of the total votes cast for each candidate or 
referendum, the written record shall be presumed correct 
without reference to the total shown on the recorder in 
making its original statement, unless an error in the record is 
clearly apparent or unless a candidate at the election, or in the 
canvass of a referendum an elector who voted at the referen­
dum. requests that the machine be viewed. 

(3) SSCU1lINO nm BALLOTS. (a) The inspectors shall place 
together all ballots counted by them which relate to any 
national, state or county office or any statc. county or 
vocational district referendum and secure them together so 
that they cannot be untied or tampered with without break­
ing the scal. The secured ballou together with any ballou 
marked "Defective" shall then be secured by the inspectors in 
the ballot container in such a manner that the container 
cannot be opened without breaking the seals or locks, or 
destroying the container. The inspectors shall deliver the 
ballou to the municipal clerk in the container. 

(b) For ballots which relate only to municipal or school 
district offices or referenda, the inspectors. in lieu of par. (a). 
aOer counting the ballots shall return them to the proper 
ballot boxes, lock the boxes, paste paper over the slots, sign 
their names to the paper and deliver them and the keys 
therefor to the municipal or school district clerk. The clerk 
shall retain the ballots until destruction is authorized under s. 
7.23. 

(c) Where voting machines are used. as soon as the count is 
complete and fully recorded, the inspectors shall seal, close 
and lock the machine. or remove the record so it cannot be 
voted on or tampered with. They shall then proceed to 
separately canvass and return any paper ballots voted under 
s. S.40 (3) to (6). The inspectors shall count the challenged 
ballou the same as other ballots. Upon completion of the 
canvass, the inspectors shall return the paper ballou in a 
separate envelope marked "Paper Ballots". The inspectors 
shall place the record of write-in votes cast on the machines in 
an envelope marked "Write-In Votes". The inspectors shall 
return the paper ballots and write-in votes along with any 
printed voting record produced by the voting machines to the 
clerk under par. (a) or (b) or to the board of election 
commissioners. The inspectors shall place the envelopes and 
printed voting record in a properly sealed bag or container, 
indicating the ward or wards and county. 

ELECTION OFFICIALSt DUTIES 7.11 t 

(d) All absentee certifICate-affidavit envelopes which have 
been opened shall be returned by tbe inspectors to the 
municipal clerk in a securely sealed carrier envelope which is 
clearly marked "used absentee certirlCate-affidavit enve­
lopes". The envelopes shall be signed by the chief inspector 
and 2 other inspectors. Except when the ballots are used in a 
municipal or school district election only. the municipal clerk 
shall transmit the used envelopes to the county clerk. 

(4) ANNOUNCI! AND REPORT. (a) The tally sheets shall state 
the total number of votes cast for each office and for each 
individual receiving votes for that office, whether or not the 
individual's name appears on the ballot, and shall state the 
vote for and against each proposition voted on. Upon coma 
pletion of tbe tally sheets, the inspectors shall immediately 
complete inspectors' statements in duplicate. The inspectors 
shall state the excess by which the number of ballots exceeds 
the number of electors voting as shown by the poll or 
registration list, if any, and shall state the number of the last 
elector as shown by the registration or poll lisu. At least 3 
inspectors. including the chief inspector and at least one 
inspector representing each political party, shall then certify 
to the correctness of the statements and tally sheets and sign 
their names. All other election officials assisting with the tally 
shall also certify to the correctness of the tally sheeu. When 
the tally is complete, the inspectors shall publicly announce 
the resulu from the statemenU. 

(b) The chief inspector, or one of the inspectors appointed 
by him or her, immediately aner the votes are tabulated or 
counted at each election, shall report the returns of the 
election to the municipal clerk or to the school district clerk 
for school district elections. except in 1 st class cities. The clerk 
shall then make the returns public. 

(5) Rl!TURNS. The inspectors shall make full and accurate 
return of the votes cast for each candidate and proposition on 
tally sheet blanks provided by the municipal clerk for the 
purpose. Each tally sheet shall record tbe returns for each 
office or referendum by ward, unless combined returns are 
authorized in accordance with s. 5.1 S (6) (b) in which case the 
tally sheet shall record the returns for each group of com­
bined wards. Aner recording the votes, the inspectors shall 
seal in a carrier envelope outside the ballot bag or container 
One inspectors' statement under sub. (4) (a), one tally sheet 
and one poll or registration list for delivery to the county 
clerk, unless the election relates only to municipal or school 
district offices or referenda. The inspectors shall also simi­
larly seal one inspectors' statement, one tally sheet and one 
poll or registration list fordelivery to the municipal clerk. For 
school district elections, except in 1st class cities, the inspec­
tors shall similarly seal One inspectors' statement, one tally 
sheet and one poll or registration list for delivery to the school 
district clerk. The 'inspectors shall immediately deliver all 
ballots, statemenu, tally sheets. lisu and envelopes to the 
municipal clerk. The municipal clerk shall arrange for deliv­
ery of all ballots, statemenu, tally sheeu, lists and envelopes 
relating to a school district election to the school district 
clerk. The municipal clerk shall deliver the ballots, state­
ments, tally sheets, lists and envelopes for his or her munici­
pality relating to any county. vocational district. state or 
national election to the county clerk by 2 p.m. on the day 
following each such election. The person delivering the re­
turns shall be paid out of the municipal treasury. Each clerk 
receiving ballots. statements, tally sheets or envelopes shall 
retain them until destruction is authorized under 5. 7.23 (1). 

(6) EU!CTllONlC VOTINO SYSI1!MS. The procedure for can­
vassing of votes cast at polling places utilizing an electronic 
voting system in which ballots are distributed to electors shall 
follow the procedure for canvassing paper ballots insofar as 
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applicabl •• and the procedure for canv .... ing ofvot.s cast at 
polling places utilizing an electronic voting machine shall 
follow the procedure for canvassing of mechanical voting 
machines insofar as applicable •• xcept as oth.rwis. provided 
in ss. 5.85 to 5.89. 

HIItory: 1971~. 304 .. 19 (2); 1977 (:. 29; 1911 c. 394 .. 53; 1917 c. "27. 
441; 1979 c. 260 a. 36, 48; 1979 c. 311; 1981 c. 4, 391; 1983 •. 183.442: 1983 L 
484 a.. 16. 17. 172 (3): 1983 L 538: 1985 •. 120.304; 1987 •• 391; 1989 •. 56, 
192. 

7.53 Munl.lpal c.nv •••• (1) MUNlClPALml!S WITH ONE 
POLUNG PLACE. Where the municipality constitutes one ward 
or combines all wards to utilize a singl. polling place under s. 
5.1 S (6) (b). th. canvass shall be conducted publicly und.r s. 
7.51 and the inspectors shall act as th. municipal board of 
canvassen. Upon completion of the canvass and a..scertain­
ment of the results by th. inspectors. th. cl.rk shall publicly 
read th. names of the persons voted for and th. number of 
votcs for each person for each municipal office. the names of 
the persons declared by the inspectors to have won nomina­
tion or election to each municipal office and the number of 
votes cast for and against each municipal referendum 
question. 

(2) MUNlClPALmI!S WIlli 2 OR MORE WARDS. (a) Except as 
provided in par. (c). th. municipal board of canvassers for 
municipal elections in each municipality utilizing more than 
one polling place shall be composed of th. municipal cl.rk 
and 2 oth.r qualified .Iectors of th. municipality appointed 
by the cI.rk. Th. members of th. board of canv .... rs shall 
serv. for 2-year t.rms comm.ncing on January 1 of each odd­
numbered year. except that any m.mb.r who is appointed to 
fill a permanent vacancy shallserv. for the un.xpired t.rm of 
the original appointee. If the municipal cleric's office is 
vacan~ if the cleric cannot perform his or her duties or if the 
cleric is a candidate at an election being canvassed, the mayor. 
president or board chairperson of th. municipality shall 
designate anoth.r qualifi.d .Iector of th. municipality to 
serve in lieu of the cleric for that election. Jranyother member 
of the board of canvassers is a candidate at the election being 
canv .... ed.th. cl.rk shall appoint anoth.r qualified .Iector of 
th. municipality to temporarily fill th. vacancy. 

(c) In cities of mor.than 500.000 population.th. board of 
election commissioners shall act as the board of canvassers. 

(em) If one or more t.mporary vacancies on th. municipal 
board of canv .... rs reduces the number of members to less 
than 3.lh. municipal clerk shall appoint a member to fill.ach 
vacancy. except in cities of more than 500.000 popUlation. In 
cities of more than 500,000 population. the executive director 
of the board of election commissioners shall serve as a 
member of the board of canvassers to fill a temporary 
vacancy on Ihat board. 

(d) The municipal board of canv .... rs shall publicly 
canvass the returns of every municipal election. The canvass 
shall begin within 24 hours aner th. polls close. Atth. spring 
election. the board of canvassers shall publicly declare the 
results on or before th. 2nd Tuesday in April. Th. board of 
canv .... ers shall prepare a statem.nt showing the results of 
each election for any municipal offic. and each municipal 
ref.rendum. Aner each primary for municipal offices. th. 
board of canvassers shall prepare a statement certifying the 
names of those persons who have won nomination to office. 
After each other election for a municipal office and each 
municipal referendum, the board of canvassers shall prepare 
a determination showing the names of the persons who are 
elected to each municipal office and the results of each 
municipal refer.ndum. The board of canvassers shall m •• ach 
statement and determination in the office of the municipal 
clerk or board of election commissioners. 
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(3) ScHOOL OISTllICT 1!l.I!CT1ONS. (a) In a common. union 
high or unified school district. the school district clerk shall 
appoint 2 qualified .Iectors ofth. school district prior to the 
dat. of th •• Iection being canvassed who shall. wilh Ih. 
school district cl.rk. constitut. Ih. school district board of 
canv .... rs. If the school district c1.rk is a candidate at Ih. 
.Iection being canvassed.th. oth.r 2 members ofth. board of 
canv .... rs shall designate a 3rd member to serv. in li.u oflhe 
cl.rk for that .Iection. The canv .... shall besin as soon as 
possible aft.r receipt of th. r.turns. and shall continue. 
without adjournm.nt. until compl.ted. The board of can­
v .... rs may return d.fective r.turns to th. municipal board 
ofcanv .... rs in th. mann.rprovided in s. 7.60(3). Th. board 
of canv .... rs shall prepare a writlen stat.ment showing the 
numbers of vOleS cast for each person for each office and for 
and against .ach question and shall pr.pare a d.t.rmination 
showing the names of th. persons who are .Iected to th. 
school board and th. results of any school district r.feren­
dum. Following each primary .lection. th. board of canvass­
.rs shall prepare a stat.ment cenifying th. names of the 
persons who have won nomination to the school board. Each 
statement and d.t.rmination shall be attested by each of the 
canv .... rs. Th. board of canv .... rs shall m. each statement 
and d.termination in th. school district office. Th. school 
district cl.rk shall cenify nominations aft.r each primary and 
issue certificates of election to persons who are elected to the 
school board aner .ach .Iection in the manner provided in 
sub. (4). 

(b) Ina lst class city school district. th. municipal board of 
canvassers or election commissioners shall determine the 
results of school district .Iections and r.f.renda and shall m. 
a written statement and determination of the results for each 
.Iection and ref.rendum in the officeofthecity cl.rk or board 
of election commissioners. The board of election commis­
sioners or city clerk shall certify nominations after each 
primary and issue certificates of election to persons who are 
.Iected to th. board of school directors an.r each .Iection in 
th. mann.r provided in sub. (4). 

(4) Ci!R11FICATE 0. 1!l.I!CT10N. As soon as the deadlin. for 
ming a petition for a recount has passed. th. municipal clerk 
shall issue promptly a cenificate of .lection to each person 
.Iected to any municipal office. When a valid petition for a 
recount is med. th. municipal clerk shall not issue the 
certificate of election for the office in question until the 
recount has been compl.ted and the tim. allowed for ming an 
appeal has passed. or if appealed untilth. appeal is decided. 

Hr.tory: 1971 c. 304 .. 29 (2); 1977 c. 290. 427 ..... 7; 1979 c. 260; 1981 Co 
314; 1983L 183 ...... ; 1985 •. 225; 1985 L 304 ... 93,155; 1987 .. 391; 1989 •. 
192. 

7.54 Conl •• led alactlono. In all contested .Iection cases. 
the contesting parties have th. right to have th. ballots 
opened and to have all errors of the inspectors. either in 
counting or refusing to count any ballot. Corrected by the 
board of canvassers or court deciding th. contest. The ballots 
and r.lated materials may be opened only in open session of 
the board of canv .... rs or in open court and in th. presence 
of th. official having custody of them. 

HillDry: 1983 L 484. 

7.60 Counly canva ••• (1) KEI!P OFFICE OPEN. On election 
night the county clerk shall keep th. cl.rk·s office open to 
receive repons from th. ward inspectors and shall post all 
returns. 

(2) CoUNTY 8OARO 0' CANVASSERS. Th. county cl.rk and 2 
qualified electors of the county appointed by the c1.rk 
constitute the county board of canvassers. The members of 
th. board of canv .... rs shall s.rv. for 2-year t.rms comm.nc­
ing on January 1 of each odd-numbered year. except that any 
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member who iJ appointed to fill a permanent vacancy shall 
serve for the unexpired term of the original appointee. One 
member of the board of canvassers shall belong to a political 
party other than the clerk's. Tf the county clerk's office is 
vacant. or if the clerk cannot perform his or her duties. the 
county executive or, if there is no county executive, the 
chairperson of the county board of supervisors shall desig­
nate another qualified elector of the county to perform the 
clerk', duties. If a member other than the clerk cannot 
perform hiJ or her duties, the clerk shall appoint another 
member to serve. No person may serve on the county board 
of canvassers if the person is a candidate for an office to be 
canvassed by that board. If lists of candidates for the county 
board of canvassers are submiued to the county clerk by 
political party colD1ty committees, the lists shall consiJt of at 
least 3 names and the clerk shall choose the board members 
from the lists. Where there is a county board of election 
commissioners. it shall serve as the board of canvassers. 

(3) CANVASSINO. Not later than 9 a.m. on the Thursday 
aner each election the county board of canvassers shall open 
and publicly examine the returns. If returns have not been 
received from any election district or ward in the county, they 
shall dispatch a messenger and the person having them shall 
deliver the returns to the messenger. Jf. on examination, any 
of the returns received are so informal or defective that the 
board cannot intelligently canvass them, they shall dispatch a 
messenger to deliver the returns back to the municipal board 
of canvassers with written specifications of the informalities 
or defects and command them to immediately complete the 
returns or remedy the defects in the manner required and 
deliver them to the messenger. Every messenger shall safely 
keep all returns. show them to no onc but the municipal clerk 
and board of canvassers and deliver them to the county clerk 
with all possible dispatch. To acquire the necessary full 
returns and remedy any informalities or defects the county 
board of canvassers may adjourn not longer than one day at a 
lime nor morc than 2 days in all. 

(4) STATl!MENTS AND DETERMlNAnoNS. (a) The board of 
canvassers shall make separate duplicate statements showing 
the numbers of votes cast for the offices of president and vice 
president; statc officials; U.S. senators and representatives in 
congress; stale legislators; justice; court of appeals judge; 
circuit judges; diJtrict attorneys; municipal judges, if they are 
elected under s. 7SS.01 (4); and metropolitan sewerage com­
missioners. if the commissioners are elected under s. 66.23 
(II) (am). For partisan candidates, the statements shall 
include the political pany or principle designation, if any, 
next to the name of each candidate. The board of canvassers 
shall also prepare a statement showing the results of any 
county. vocational district or statewide referendum. Each 
statement shall state the total number of votes cast in the 
county for each office; the names of all persons for whom the 
Yotes were cast. as returned; the number of votes cast rareach 
person; and the number of votes cast for and against any 
question submitted at a referendum. The board of canvassers 
shall usc one copy of the statement to report to the elections 
board or vocational district board and shall file the other 
statement in the office of the county clerk or board of election 
commissioners. 

(b) The board of canvassers shall then prepare a wrillen 
determination. in duplicate where necessary. giving the 
names of the persons elected to any county office. The board 
of canvassers shall likewise prepare a written determination 
showing the results of any county referendum. Following any 
primary election, the board of canvassers shall prepare a 
statement certifying the names of all persons who have won 
nomination to any county office. The board of canvassers 
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shall file all statements and determinations in the office of the 
county clerk or board of election commissioners. 

(c) In preparing the statements and determinations, the 
board of canvassers shall carefully review the tally sheets and 
inspectors' statement. The board of canvassers may omit the 
names of individuals whose names do not appear on the 
ballot and who receive a comparatively small number of 
votes. The board of canvassers shall designate votes received 
by such individuals as scattering votes, The board of C8nVU$e 
etS shall append to each statement and determination a 
tabulation of the votes cast at each election district, ward or 
combination of wards authorized under s. S.I S (6) (b) in the 
county for each office and each individual, whether the votes 
arc canvassed or not, as well as the total canvassed votes cast 
for each individual and each office, except where scauering 
votes are designated. Tf any votes are rejected, the board of 
canvassers shall specify the reasons therefor. 

(d) Each statement and determination issued under pars. 
(a) and (b) shall be certified as correct and auested to by each 
canvasser's signature. 

(5) RBPOR11NO. Immediately following the canvass the 
county clerk shall deliver or send to the elections board, by 1st 
class mail, a certified copy of each statement of the county 
board of canvassers for president and vice president; state 
officials; senators and representatives in congress; state legis­
lators; justice; court of appeals judge; circuit judge; district 
allorney; mlD1icipal judge, if elected ID1der s. 7SS.0I (4); and 
metropolitan sewerage commissioners. if the commissioners 
are elected ID1der s. 66.23 (II) (am). The statement shall 
record the returns for each office or referendum by ward. 
unless combined returns are authorized under s. S.I S (6) (b) in 
which case the statement shall record the returns for each 
group of combined wards. Following primaries the COlD1ty 
clerk shall enclose on blanks prescribed by the elections 
board the names, party or principle designation, if any, and 
number of votes received by each candidate recorded in the 
same manner. The county clerk shall deliver or transmit the 
certified statement to the elections board no later than 7 days 
atler each primary and no later than 10 days after any other 
election. The board of canvassers shall deliver or transmit a 
certified copy of each statement for any vocational district 
referendum to the secretary of the district board of voca­
tional, technical and adult education. Tfthe board of canv .... 
ers becomes aware of a material mistake in the canvass of an 
election for state or national office or a statewide or voca­
tional diJtrict referendum prior to the close of business on the 
day the elections board receives returns from the last county 
board of canvassers with respect to that canvass, the board of 
canvassers may petition the elections board to reopen and 
correct the canvass. The elections board shall direct the 
canvass to be reopened and corrected if it determines that the 
public interest so requires. If the elections board directs the 
canvass to be reopened, the board of canvassers shall recon­
vene and transmit a certified corrected copy of the canvass 
statement to the elections board or secretary of the district 
board of vocational, technical and adult education. 

(6) Cmtl1FlCA Tl! OP ELl!cnON. Immediately atler expiration 
of the time allowed to file a petition for a recount the county 
clerk shall issue a certificate of election to each person who is 
elected to any county office and to each person who is elected 
to the office of party committeeman or committeewoman. 
The certificate notice shall state the amount of the required 
official bond, ifany. When a petition for a recount is filed,the 
county clerk shall not issue the cenificate of election for the 
office in question until the recount has been completed and 
the time allowed for filing an appeal has passed, or if 
appealed ID1tilthe appeal is decided. 
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(7) OFFICIAL CANVASS RECORD. Aner the certificates of 
election have been prepared under sub. (6). the county clerk 
shall retain one copy of the official canvass for county offices 
and referenda in his or her office for public inspection. 

Hiltcwy: 1971 c. J04 .. 29 (2); 197) c. 33-4 '1. '4. 57; 1975 c. 93. 199; 1977 
c. 187,427.449; 1919 c. 221. 260. 355; 1981 c. 4; 1983 L 442, ...... S18; 1985 L 
89,:JeW. 332; 1987 L 391; 1989 L 31; 1991 •. 316. 

7.70 State canv .... (1) RECORDING AND PRESl!RVING Re­
llJIlNS. (a) Upon receipt of the ocrtified statemenU from the 
county clerks. the elections board shall record the election 
resulu by counties and file and carefully preserve the 
statements. 

(b) If any county cleric fails or neglocu to forward any 
statemenu. the elections board may require the clerk to do so 
immediately and if not received by th. 8th day aner a 
primary. or by the 11th day after any other election. the 
elections board may dispatch a special messenger to obtain 
them. Whenever it appears upon the faoc of any statement 
that an error bas been made in reponing or computing, the 
elections board may return it to the county cleric for 
correction. 

(3) CANVASSING. (a) The board of slat. canvassers shall 
meet publicly at the Slate capitol or at the offioc of the 
elections board on or before the 2nd Tuesday following a 
spring primary, the I Sth day of May following a spring 
election. th. 4th Tuesday in Sept.mber following a Sept.m­
ber primary. th. first day of December following a gen.ral 
• Iection. th. 2nd Thursday following a special primary. or 
within 18 days after any special election to canvass the returns 
and d.t.rmin. the .Iection resulu. 

(b) The board of Slat. canvassers shall .xamin. the certi­
rled stat.menU of th. county boards of canvassers. If it 
appears that any mat.rial mistake has been mad. in th. 
computation of votes. or any county board of canvassers 
failed to canvass the votes or omitted votes from any ward or 
.Iection district in th. county. the board of slate canvassers 
may dispatch a messenger to the county clerk with written 
instructions to certify the facts concerning the mistake or the 
reason why the votes were not canvassed. A clerk to whom 
such instructions are d.livered shall immediat.ly make a true 
and full answer. sign it. affill: the county seal and deliver it to 
the messeng.r. The messenger shall d.liver it with all possibl. 
dispatch to the elections board. 

(c)Th. board of slat. canvassers may adjourn as necessary 
but not more than 10 days in all. 

(d) When th. ocrtified statemenU and r.turns are rcocived. 
the board of stat. canvassers shall proceed to .xamin. and 
make a statement of the total number of votes cast at any 
election for the offices involved in the election for president 
and vice president; a statement for each of the offices of 
governor, lieutenant governor. if a primary. and a joint 
statement for the offices of governor and lieutenant governor. 
if a general election; a statement for each of the offices of 
secretary of state, state treasurer, attorney general. and state 
superintendent; for U.S. senator; representative in congress 
for each congressional district; th. stat. I.gislature; justioc; 
court of appeals judge; circuit judg.; district allorney; munic­
ipaljudge. if he orsh. is .Iected und.r s. 7SS.0\ (4); m.tropoli­
tan sewerage commission. if the commissioners are elected 
und.r s. 66.23 (II) (am); and for any ref.renda questions 
submill.d by th. legislature. 

(e) Th. board of state canvassers shall make a special 
statem.ntto th. elections board as soon as possibl. aner the 
canvass ocrtifying: 

I. An.r each September primary, the name of each candi­
date not d.feated in th. primary who receives atlcast 6% of 
the total vote cast for all candidates on all ballou at tb. 
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primary for each separat. slat. offioc .xcept district allorney. 
and the percentage of th. tolal vote rcocived by that candi­
dat •. Such peroentage shall be calculated within each district 
in th. case of legislativ. candidat.s. 

2. An.r the g.neral .Iection. th. name of .ach political 
party which receives at least one percent of the vote cast in 
such election for any statewide office. 

(I) Th. statements shall show the persons' names receiving 
votes. and any ref.renda questions; th. whole number of 
votes given to each; and an individual listing by the districu 
or counties in which they were given. The names of persons 
not regularly nominated who rcocived only a comparatively 
small number of votes may be omilled and their votes 
designated as scattering votes. 

(g) Following each primary .Iection, th. board of slat. 
canvassers shall prepare a statement certifying the results of 
the primary. which shall indicat. th. names of th. persons 
who have won nomination to any state or national office. 
Following each other .lection, the board of slate canvassers 
shall prepare a slat.ment ocrtifying th. results of th •• Iection 
and shall allach to the statement a ocrtificatc of determina­
tion which shall indicate the names of persons who have been 
.Iected to any slat. or national omoc. Th. board of state 
canvassers shalllik.wise prepare a slatement and certificate 
for any statewid. r.ferendum. The board of state canvassers 
shall d.liv.r each slat.ment and d.termination to the .Ice­
tions board . 

(h) Whenever a ref.rendum question submilled to a vote of 
the people is approved.th •• Iections board shall record it and 
the secretary of slat. shall hav. th. record bound in th. 
volum. containing the original enrolled laws passed at th. 
next suocceding session of the I.gislatur. and hav.the record 
published with th. laws th.reof. Whenever a constitutional 
amendment or other slatewid. validating or ratifying referen­
dum question which is approved by th. peopl. does not 
expressly stat. th. dat. of .ffectiven .... it shall become 
effective at the time the board of state canvassers certifies that 
the amendment or r.f.rendum question is approved. 

(i) Th. board of state canvassers shall canvass only regular 
r.turns made by the county board of canvass.rs and shall not 
count or canvass any additional or supplemental returns or 
slat.ments made by the county board or any other board or 
person. Th. board of stat. canvassers shall not count or 
canvass any stat.ment or return which has been mad. by th. 
county board of canvassers at any oth.r tim. than that 
provided in s. 7.60. This provision does not apply to any 
r.turn mad. subsequcntto a recount und.r s. 9.01. wh.n th. 
return is accepted in lieu of any prior return from the same 
county for the same office; or to a statement given to the 
board of state canvassers or a messenger sent by it to obtain a 
correction. 

(5) CeRTlFtCA11!5 OF EU!cnON. (a) Th. elections board shall 
record in its office each certified statement and detennination 
mad. by th. board of stat. canvassers. Immediat.ly after th. 
expiration of the time allowed to file a petition for recount. it 
shall make and transmit to .ach person declared .Iected a 
ocrtificat. of election und.r th. seal ofth •• lections board. It 
shall also prepare similar certificates. attested by th. execu­
tive director of the elections board, addressed to the U.S. 
house of representatives. stating th. names of those persons 
.Iected as representatives to the congress from this slate. In 
the case of U.S. senators, the board shall prepare a certificate 
of election for th. governor's signatur., and the governor 
shall sign and affix th. great seal of the slat. and transmitth. 
ocrtificat.to the president of the U.S. senate. Th. oertificate 
shall be oountersigned by the secr.tary of state. If a person 
.Iected was .Iected to fill a vacancy. th. ocrtificat. shall so 
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state. When a valid petition for recount is filed. the elections 
board may not certify a nomination. and the governor or 
elections board may not issue a certificate of election until the 
recount has been completed and the time allowed for filing an 
appeal has passed, or if appealed until the appeal is decided. 

(b) For presidential electors, the elections board shall 
prepare a certificate showing the dctcnnination of the results 
of the canvass and the names of the persons elected, and the 
governor shall sign, affix the great seal of the state and 
transmit the certilicate by registered mail to the U.S. adminis­
trator of general services. The governor shall also prepare 6 
duplicate originals of such ccrtirlCate and deliver them to one 
ofthe presidential electors on or before the lirst Monday after 
the 2nd Wednesday in December. 

H .. orr. 1971 Co 304 L 29 (2): 1973 Co 3)411. IS, 57; 1915 c. 93. 199; 1917 
c. 107, 117, 427.449; 1979 Co 221. 260, 321; 1983 •. 484; 1985 •. 89,304; 1987 a. 
191; 1989 •. 31.192. 

7.75 Pre.ldenUal eleclora meeUng. (1) The electors for 
president and vioc president shall meet at the state capitol 
following the presidential election at 12:00 noon the first 
Monday after the 2nd Wednesday in December. If there is a 
vacancy in the offioc of an elector due to death, refwalto act, 
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failure to attend or other cawe, the electors presenl shall 
immediately proceed to lill by ballot, by a plurality of votes, 
the electoral college vacancy. When all electors are present, or 
the vacancies lilled, they shall perform their required duties 
under the constitution and laws of the United Slates. 

(2) The presidential electors, when convened, shall vote by 
ballot for that person for president and that person for vioc 
president who are, respectively, the candidates of the political 
party which nominated them under s. 8.18, the candidates 
whose names appeared on the nomination papers filed under 
s. 8.20, or the candidate or candidates who filed their names 
under s. 8.18S (2), exocptthat at least one of the persons for 
whom the eleeton vote may not be an inhabitant oflhis state. 
A presidential elector is not required to vote for a candidate 
who is dcccascd at the time of the meeting. 

H_torr. 1979 c. 246. 

7.10 NoUe. ol.lectlon. Personalservioc or service by lirst 
class mail of a certificate of election is official notification for 
all legal purposes 10 any person of his or her election to offioc. 

HIlIOITo 1977 c. 427 • 
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'.01 "elhod 01 nomlnallon. Candidates for elective office 
shall be nominatod aa:ording to this chapter. 

8.02 NomlnaUon paper clreulaUon dal •• Whenever a spe­
cific dale is not given to begin circulation of nomination 
papers. the first day for circulation shall be the first day of the 
month one month prior to the month in which the filing 
deadline is scheduled. Signatures shall not be counted if 
signed and dated prior to the first day for circulation. 

8.03 lIulUple nomination .. (1) The name of any candidate 
who is nominated to the same office by more than one party 
or primary or nominated for more than one partisan or state 
nonpartisan office shall appear under the party lirst nominat· 
ing him or her or under the office to which he or she was first 
nominated. Ir the double nomination is simultaneous, the 
candidate who is nominated. before the deadline for filing 
nomination papers shall file a written statement with the 
same person with whom he or she files nomination papers 
stating the person's party or office prererence. Jr the candi· 
date fails to select the party or office. the filing officer shall 
place the candidate·s name on the hallot under either party or 
OfT'ICC, but may not permit it to appear more than once. Jr a 
candidate is nominated at a primary election ror partisan 
omce or nonpartisan slate office on a ballot where his or her 
name appears or by nomination papers filed by the candidate. 
and is also nominated by writ .. in votes at the primary 
election 10 another office, or to the same office as Ihe 
candidate of a dirrerent party. the candidate does not have a 
choice, but shall be placed on the hallot for the election under 
the office and party for which the candidate·s name appeared 
on the primary ballot or for which the candidate had filed 
nomination papers. 

(2) Subsection (\) shall not apply when a candidate for the 
offoce of president or vice president of the United States is 
nominated ror anothcr elective office during the same clec· 
tion. If the candidate is elected president or vice president of 
the United States such election shall void the candidate's 
election to any other office. A special election shall be held to 
fill any office vacated under this subsection. 

(2m) A candidate may appear on the hallot for more than 
onc local nonpartisan office at thc same clection. 

(3) This section does not arrect the law of compatibility of 
omces. 

""orr. 1919c.26O; 1989L 192; 1991 L 316. 

8.04 Nomination paper .Ignalure •• If any person signs 
nomination papers ror 2 candidates for the same office in thc 
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same clection at different times. the earlicr signature is valid 
and the later signature is invalid. If any 'person circulates a 
nomination paper for 2 candidates for the same office in the 
same election at dirrerent times. the earlier paper is valid and 
the later paper is invalid. 

H~t.rr- 1979 c. 260. 

1.05 Nomination \n Iowna and vlllag ••• Every candidate 
for an elective office in a town or village shall be nominated 
undcr this section. 

(1) CAUcus. <a) When nomination papers are not used. 
there shall be a caucus to nominate candidates. The gov· 
erning body shall between December \ and January \ docide 
the date of the caucus. The date of lhe caucus may be 
established between the first Tuesday in January and the last 
Tuesday in January. When possible, preference should be 
given to having the caucus on the last Tuesday in January. 

(h) Whenever a caucus is held. the municipal clerk shall 
give notice of the date. time and place for the caucus by 
posting in thc clerk's office and by one pUblication in a 
newspaper underch. 985. at least 5 days before the date of the 
caucus. 

(c) The town chairperson or village president together with 
the municipal clerk shall serve as caucus officials. If the 
chairperson or president is a candidate. he or she shall call for 
the election of officials to conduct the caucus. The offICials 
shall be elected by acclamalion or ballot as Ihe meeting 
directs. The electors attending the meeting shallselecl 2 tellers 
to canvass the vote for each office at the caucus. 

(d) Names of candidates shall be placed in nomination 
either by motion made and seconded from the noor or by 
writing the candidatc's name on a slip ofpapcr distributed by 
the tellers to those electors attending the caucus. Only per· 
sons placed in nomination shall be voted on. 

(e) Nominations shall be made for one office at a time. 
Nominations ror thc office or town supervisor when supcrvi. 
sors are elected to lDlnumbered seats and nominations for the 
office of village trustee shall be considered together, and each 
elector voting at thc caucus may cast as many votcs as therc 
are seats to be filled at the election. 

(I) Before balloting the caucus chainnan shall announce 
the names of all candidates placed in nomination. 

(g) The voting for each office shall be by ballot. but the 
caucus chairperson may dispense with voting by ballot when 
only onc or 2 persons are nominated ror thc same office. 

(h) The 2 candidates receiving the highest number of votes 
cast for each office shall be nominated and certified by the 
caucus chairman and tellers to the municipal clerk. If a town 
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under s. 5.60 (6) elec:ts its supervisors to unnumbered seats. 
candidates equal 10 twice the number of positions to be filled. 
who receive the most votes. shall be nominated and certified. 

(i) Village trust .... excluding the office or village president. 
shall be nominated together and at large. Candidates. equal 
to twice the number or positions to be filled. who receive the 
most votes. shall be nominated and certified. 

(n The municipal clerk shall notiry in writing each candi­
date whose name is certilied as a nominee under par. (h) orhis 
or her nomination. Upon receipt orthe notice. each candidate 
shall me a declaration or candidacy in the manner prescribed 
by s. 8.21 with the municipal clerk making the notification no 
later than S p.m. on the Sth day arter the notilication is mailed 
or personally delivered to the candidate by the municipal 
clerk. Ir the candidate has not med a registration statement 
under s. 11.05 at the time or the notilication. the candidate 
shall me the statement with the declaration. A candidate ror 
municipal judge shall also me a statement or economic 
interests with the ethics board under s. 19.43 (4) no later than 
4:30 p.m. on the 5th day alIer notification or nomination is 
mailed or personally delivered to the candidate by the munici­
pal clerk. Upon receipt or the declaration or candidacy and 
registration statement or each qualified candidate. and upon 
filing of a statement of economic interests by each candidate 
ror municipal judge. the municipal clerk shall place the name 
orthecandidateon the ballot. No laterthan the end or the 3rd 
day rollowing qualification by all candidates. the municipal 
clerk shall draw lots to determine the arrangement of candi· 
datcs~ names on the spring election ballot. 

(k) Within 10 days or the date or the original caucus. the 
town board chairperson or the village president may rccon· 
vene the caucw to correct any procedural error or to nomi· 
nate a candidate for a position for which no candidate was 
nominated at the original caucus or for which no candidate 
nominated at the original caucus qualilied. The municipal 
clerk shall give notice orthe reconvened caucus as provided in 
par. (h). 

(3) TOWN NONPARmAN PRIMARY. (a) In lieu orsub. (I). the 
electors either by referendum or at the town meeting may 
provide for nomination of elective town office candidates at a 
nonpanisan primary conducted as provided in sub. (S). The 
nomination papers shall be signed by not less than 20 nor 
more than 100 electors of the town. The nomination papers 
shall be circulated not sooner than December I preceding the 
election and shall be filed with the town clerk not later than 5 
p.m. thelirst Tuesday in January. or the next day irTuesday 
is a holiday. 

(b) Notice shall be given under ss. 10.01 (2) (a) and 10.06 
(2) (a). 

(c) When this subsection is used. no additional candidates 
may be nominated under sub. (I). 

(d) The question or adoption or the nonpartisan primary 
under this subsection may be submitted to the electors at any 
regular election held in the town or at a special election called 
for the purpose. When a petition conforming to the require­
ments or s. 8.40 signed by at least 20 electors or the town is 
filed with the town clerk so requesting. the question shall be 
submitted to a vote. 

(e) Petitions requesting a vote on the question at a regular 
town election shall be filed no later than 5 p.m. the last 
Tuesday in February. When the petition is filed. the clerk 
shall check its sufrlciency. Whether at a regular or special 
election. the clerk shall give separate notice by one publica­
tion in a newspaper at least 5 days bero", the election. 

(I) The ballot used ror the rererendum question shall be 
arranged under s. 5.60 (7) and shall ask: "Shall all candidates 
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in the town of .... for elective town offices be nominated at a 
nonpartisan primary'''' 

(g) Ir a majority or the votes cast are in the aflirmative. a 
nonpartisan primary. under sub. (S). shall thereoner be held 
to obtain candidates for elective town offices. 

(4) VIlLAGE NONPARTISAN PRIMARY. (a) A majority or the 
governing body or any village may provide under s. 8.11 (I) 
(a) and (b) that candidates ror elective village office shall be 
nominated by a nonpanisan primary. under sub. (5). Deter­
mination or the governing body to provide ror such primary 
under s. 8.11 (I) (a) shall be made not later than December I 
preceding the election. . 

(b) Nomination papen shall be signed by not less than 20 
nor more than 100 eJectora or the village. The papers shall be 
circulated not sooner than December t preceding the election 
and shall be filed with the village clerk not later than 5 p.m. 
the lirst Tuesday in January. or the next day irTuesday is a 
holiday. 

(c) Notice shall be given. under ... 10.01 (2) (a) and 10.06 
(3) (a). 

(d) When this subsection is used. no additional candidates 
may be nominated under sub. (I). 

(5) WHEN PRIMARY IS HELD. Towns and villages adopting 
the nonpartisan primary to nominate candidates. under subs. 
(3) and (4). shall hold a primary only when the number or 
candidates for an elective office in the municipality exceeds 
twice the number to be elected to the office. Those offices for 
which a primary has been held shall have only the narnes or 
candidates nominated at the primary appear on the official 
spring election ballot. When the number or candidates for an 
office does not exceed twice the number to be elected. their 
names shall appear on the official ballot ror the election 
without a primary. 

(6) MENOMINEI! COUNTY. In counties containing only one 
town candidates shall be nominated ror the 01T'''''' or supervi­
sors at large and by wards. and all applicable provisions or 
this section shall apply to their selection. Tn selecting the 
candidates ror ward supervisor by caucus. the candidates ror 
each ward shall be selected separately. and only those electors 
shall panicipate in each as are residents or that ward. Any 
ward candidate seeking nomination by the circulation of 
nomination papers shall incorporate in the nomination pa­
pers a statement that the signers are qualified electors or that 
ward. 

HillcIrr. 1971 c. J04 .. 29 (2); 1973 c. 280: 1977 Co 340; 1977 c ..... 7 sa. 11. 
210; 1979c. 311; 1983 L "804; 1985 a. 304; 1917 a. 391; 19'9 a . .56. 192; 1991 a. 
316. 

'.06 Spectal electlo ... may be called. Towns. cities. vil­
lages and school districts may call special elections ror any 
purpose authorized by law. Iran election is called ror a special 
rererendum. the election shall be noticed under s. 8.SS. 

HillOry: 1979 c. 32; 1989 L 192. 

'.07 Validity 01 nomlnallon paper .. The board shall pro­
mulgate rules under this chapter roruse by election officials in 
determining the validity of nomination papers and signatures 
thereon. 

H_tory: 19'3 a. ..... ; 1989 L 359. 

8.10 Nomlnallo ... lor spring election. (1) Candidates ror 
office to be filled at the spring election shall be nominated by 
nomination papers, or by nomination papers and selection at 
the primary ir a primary is held. except as provided ror towns 
and villages under s. 8.0S. Unless designated in this section or 
s. 8.0S, the general provisions pertaining to nomination at the 
September primary apply. 

(2) (a) Nomination papers ror offices to be lilled at the 
spring election shall be circulated not sooner than December 
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I preceding the election and shall be filed not later than 5 p.m. 
on the first Tuesday in January, or the ne.t day if Tuesday is a 
holiday. 

(b) Each nomination paper shall have substantially the 
following words printed at the top: 

I. the undersigned. request that the name of (insert candi· 
date's last name plus first name or initial, and middle name. 
fanner legal surname or middle initial or initials if desired, 
but no other abbreviations. nicknames or titles), residing at 
(insert candidate's street address) be placed on the ballot at 
the (spring or special) election to be held on (date of election) 
as a candidate so that voters will have the opportunity to vote 
for (him or her) for the office of (name of office). I am eligible 
to vote in the (name of jurisdiction or district in which 
candidate seeks office). I have not signed the nomination 
paper of any other candidate for the same office at this 
election. 

(c) Each candidate shall include his or her mailing address 
on the candidate's nomination papers. 

(3) The affidavit of a qualifocd elector under s, 8.15 (4) (a) 
shall be appended to each nomination paper. The number of 
required signatures on nomination papers filed under this 
section is: 

(a) For statewide offices. not less than 2,000 nor more than 
4,000 electors; 

(am) For court of appeals judges, not less than 1,000 nor 
more than 2,000 electors; 

(b) For judicial offices not specified in pars. (a), (am) and 
(c), not less than 200 nor more than 400 electors; 

(e) For judicial offices in counties over SOO,OOO population. 
not less than 1,000 nor more than 2,000 electors; 

(em) For county e.ecutives in counties over 500,000 popu­
lation, not less than 2,000 nor more than 4,000 electors; 

(d) For county e.ecutives in counties between 100,000 and 
500,000 population, not less than SIlO nor more than 1,000 
electors; 

(e) For county executives in counties under 100.000 popu· 
lation, not less than 200 nor more than 400 electors: 

(f) For supervisors in counties over SIlO,OOO population, 
not less than 200 nOf more than 400 electors: 

(g) For supervisors in counties between 100,000 and 
500,000 popUlation, not less than 100 nor more than 200 
electors, except as provided in sub. (3m). 

(h) For supervisors in counties under 100,000 population, 
not less than 20 nor more than 100 electors; 

(hm) For members of the metropolitan sewerage commis­
sion in districts over 1,000,000 population, not less than 1,000 
nor more than 2,000 electors, in districts over 200,000 but not 
over 1,000,000 population, not less than 200 nor more than 
400 electors, and in districts not over 200,000 population, not 
less than 100 nor more than 200 electors. 

(i) For city offices in lst class cities, not less than I ,SIlO nor 
more than 3,000 electors for city-wide offices, not less than 
200 nor more than 400 electors for aldermen elected from 
aldermanic districts and not less than 400 nor more than 800 
electors for members of the board of school directors elected 
from election districts. 

OJ For city offoces in 2nd and 3rd class cities, not less than 
200 nor more than 400 electors for city-wide offices and not 
less than 20 nor more than 40 electors for aldermen elected 
from aldermanic districts. 

(k) For city offices in 4th class cities, not less than SO nor 
more than 100 for city-wide offices and not less than 20 nor 
more than 40 electors for aldermen elected from aldermanic 
districts, 
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(km) For school district officer in any school district which 
contains territory lying within a 2nd class city, not less than 
100 nor more than 200 electors. 

(ks) For school district officer in any school district which 
does not contain territory lying within a 1st or 2nd class city, 
if nomination papers are required under s. 120.06(6) (a), not 
less than 20 nor more than 100 electors. 

(L) For other offices, not less than 20 nor more than 100 
electors. 

(3m) The county board of any county having a population 
of at least 100,000 but not more than SIlO,OOO may provide by 
ordinance that the number of required signatures on nomina­
tion papers for the office of county supervisor in the county is 
not less than SO nor more than 200 electors, A county that 
enacts such an ordinance may repeal the ordinance at a later 
date. Any ordinance changing the number of signatures 
under this subsection takes effect on November 15 following 
enactment of the ordinance. 

(4) (a) All signers on each nomination paper shall reside in 
the jurisdiction or district which the candidate named on the 
paper will represent, if elected. 

(b) On Iy one signature per person for the same office is 
valid. In addition to his or her signature, each signer of a 
nomination paper shall list his or her municipality of resi~ 
dence for voting purposes. the street and number. if any. on 
which the signer resides, and the date of signing. 

(5) Nomination papers shall be accompanied by a declara­
tion of candidacy under s. B.21. If a candidate has not filed a 
registration statement under s. 11.0S at the time he or she files 
nomination papers, the candidate shall file the statement with 
the papers. A candidate for state office or municipal judge 
shall also file a statement of economic interests with the ethics 
board under s. 19.43 (4) no later than 4:30 p.m. on the 3rd day 
following the last day for filing nomination papers under sub. 
(2) (a). 

(6) Nomination papers shall be filed: 
(a) For state offices; municipal judges, if they are elected 

under s. 755,01 (4); or seats on a metropolitan sewerage 
rommission. if the commissioners arc elected under s. 66.23 
(11) (am), in the office of the board. 

(b) For county offices, in the offICe of the county clerk or 
board of election commissioners. 

(c) For city offices and other offices voted for exclusively 
within the municipality, except the office of county supervi­
sor. in the office of the municipal clerk or board of election 
commissioners. 

(d) For school district offices to be voted for within more 
than one municipality, with the person designated by the 
school board as tbe filing official for their school district. 

H.torr. 1971 c. 304 I. 29 (I). (2); 1973c. 280; 1973c. 3)4 •• 51; 1975 Co 93, 
328."21; fmc. 181. l4O, "27, 4.." 449; 1979c. 221. 249.260. 355; 1913 L ..... ; 
1915 a. 19. 304; 1989 L U, 290. 

~ilionI:f who timely filed with county cleft rathn' than with board under 
(6) (a) is barred (rom bafloL StaleCX rd. Ahlpimm 'I. Stale Elcd.ions Rd. 12 W 
(2d) liS, 263 NW (2<1) 1S2. 

8,11 Spring primary, (1) Crrv. (a) A primary may be held in 
any city for the nomination of candidates for city office. 
When a majority of all the members of the governing body of 
a city decide upon a spring primary for any specific election, 
they shall so provide not later than 3 days after the deadline 
for filing nomination papers. 

(b) Any city may provide by charter ordinance, under s. 
66.0 I. that whenever 3 or more candidates file nomination 
papers for a city office. a primary to nominate candidates for 
the office shall be held. 

(c) Whenever electors, equal to at least 10% of the vote for 
governor in the city at the last general election, file a petition 
conforming to the requirements of s. 8.40 with the city clerk 
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requesting a primary within 3 days aner the deadline for filing 
nomination papers. there shall be a primary for any specific 
election. 

(d) When the number of candidates for any city office does 
not exceed twice the number to be elected to the office. no 
primary may be held for the office and the candidates' names 
shall appear on the ballot for the ensuing election. 

(2) MILWAU1<I!I! COUNTY. A primary shall be held in 
counties having a population of SOO.OOO or morc whenever 
there are more than twice the number of candidates to be 
elceled to any judicial office within the county or to the 
county board of supervisors from anyone district. 

(2m) FJJlS1" cuss CITY SCHOOL BOARD. A primary shall be 
held in I st class cities whenever there are more than 2 
candidates for member of the board of school directors at­
large or from any election district in any year. 

(3) STAT!!. A primary shall be held if more than 2 candi­
dates file nomination papers for the office of state superin­
tendent. for justice. for court of appeals judge in the same 
district or for judge of the same branch of circuit court. 

(4) PRIMARY EXCLUSIVE. Those offices for which a primary 
has been held shall have only the names of candidates 
nominated at the primary appear on the official spring 
election ballot. 

(5) CouNTY SUPJ!JlVlSORS. A primary shall be held in an 
election for county board supervisor whenever 3 or more 
candidates file nomination papers. 

HiItory: 1973 c. III L 7; 1913 c. 2"3; 1977 Co 187.445,449; 1979 c. 260, 
311: 1983 L 192,. 434; 1985 L 225. 304; 1919 a. 192,. 290. 

8.12 Pre.ldenllal preferenee vale. (1) SELECTlONOf NA .... 
FOR BALLOT. (a) No later than 5 p.m. on the first Tuesday in 
January. or the next day if Tuesday is a holiday. in each year 
in which electors for president and vice president are to be 
elceled. the state chairperson of each recognized political 
party listed on the official ballot at the last gubernatorial 
election whose candidate for governor received at least 10"10 
of the total votes cast for that office may certify to the board 
that the party will participate in the presidential preference 
primary. For each party filing such a certification. the voters 
of this statc shall at the spring election be given an opportu­
nity to express their preference for the person to be the 
presidential candidate of that party. 

(b) On the last Tuesday in January in each year in which 
electors for president and vice president are to be elected. 
there shall be convened in the capitol a committee consisting 
of. for each party filing a certification under this subsection. 
the state chainnan of that state party organization or the 
chainnan's designee, one national committeeman and one 
national committeewoman designated by the state chainnan; 
the speaker and the minority leader of the assembly or their 
designees. and the president and the minority leader of the 
senate or their designees. All designations shall be made in 
writing to the board. This committee shall organize by 
selceling an additional member who shall be the chairman 
and shall determine, and certify to the board no later than on 
the Friday following the last Tuesday in January. the names 
of all candidates of the political parties represented on the 
committee for the office of president of the United States. The 
committee shall place the names of all candidates whose 
candidacy is generally advocated or recognized in the na­
tional news media throughout the United States on the ballot. 
and may, in addition, place the names of other candidates on 
the ballot. The committee shall have sole discretion to deter­
mine that a candidacy is generally advocated or recognized in 
the national news media throughout the United States. 

(c) No later than 5 p.m. on the 3rd Tuesday in February of 
each presidcntialelection year. any person seeking the nomi-
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nation by the national convention of a political party filing a 
certification under this subsection for the office of president 
of the United States. or any committee organized in this state 
on behalf of and with the consent of such person. may submit 
to the board a petition to have the person's name appear on 
the presidential preference ballot. The petition may be circu­
lated no sooner than the last Tuesday in January of such year 
and shall be signed by a number of qualified electors equal in 
each congressional district to not less than 1.000 signatures 
nor more than 1.500 signatures. The form oftbe petition shall 
conform to the requirements of s. 8.40. All signers on each 
separate petition paper shall reside in the same congressional 
district. 

(d) The board shall forthwith contact each person whose 
name has been placed in nomination under par. (b) and notify 
him or her that his or her name will appear on the Wisconsin 
presidential preference ballot unless he or she files. no later 
than 5 p.m. on the 3rd Tuesday in February ofsuch year. with 
the board. a disclaimer stating without qualification that he 
or she is not and docs not intend to become a candidate for 
the oITa of president ofthe United States at the fortheoming 
presidential election. The disclaimer may be filed with the 
board by certified mail. telegram or in person. 

(2) BAUOTS. The form of the official ballots shall be 
prescribed by the board under s. 5.60 (8). 

(3) REPORTING Of RESULTS. No later than May 15 following 
the presidential preference vote. the board shall notifY each 
state party organization chairperson under sub. (I) (b) of the 
results ofthe presidential preference vote cast within the state 
and within each congressional district. 

H • ..." 1973 c. 334 a. 16.l7: 1975 c. 93. 115. 199.422; 1977 c. 427: t979 
c. 34. 260. 311. 355; 1983 a. 484; 1915 .. 304 u. 100 10 106. 156; 1987 .. 391; 
1989 a. 192. 

See note to ut. J.1Ce. I. ati.., Denuxruic: Party or u.s. Y. WiIconsia. 4SO 
US 107 (1911). 

'.125 Accel8lbllity of pr .. tdenUal caucu .... Any politi­
cal party which holds a caucus open to the public for the 
purpose of selecting delegates to the national presidential 
nominating convention of the party shall hold the caucus in a 
place which is accessible to persons in wheelchairs. 

H • ..." 1915 L lIM. 

'.13 Camml •• lan city primary. At the first primary afler 
adoption of the commission form of government the 2 
candidates for mayor and the 4 candidates for council mem­
bers receiving the highest number of votes shall be nomi­
nated. At subsequent primaries the 2 candidates receiving the 
most votes for either office shall be nominated. Only the 
names of the nominees shall appear on the spring election 
ballot. 

HlllOry: 1915 L 135 L 13 (2). 

8.15 NamlnatiaOl for Seplember primary. (1) Nomination 
papers shall be circulated not sooner than June I preceding 
the election and shall be filed not later than 5 p.m. on the 2nd 
Tuesday of July in those years when a September primary is 
held. Only those candidates for whom nomination papers 
containing the necessary signatures acquired within the allot­
ted time and filed before the deadline may have their names 
appear on the official September primary ballot. 

(2) Only one signature per person for the same office is 
valid. In addition to his or her signature. each signer of a 
nomination paper shall list his or her municipality of resi­
dence for voting purposes, the street and number, if any, on 
which the signer resides. and the date of signing. 

(3) All signers on each separate nomination paper for all 
state offices. county offices. and the offices of U.S. senator 
and representative in congress shall reside in the jurisdiction 

• 

• 

• 
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or district which the candidate named on the paper will 
represent. if elected. 

(4) (a) The affidavit of a qualified elector stating his or her 
residence with street and number. if any. shall appear at the 
bottom of each nomination paper, stating he or she person· 
ally circulated the nomination paper and personally obtained 
each ofthe signatures; he or she knows they are electors of the 
ward, aldermanic district. municipality or county, as the 
nomination papers require; he or she knows they signed the 
paper with fuji knowledge of its content; he or she knows 
their respective residences given; he or she knows each signer 
signed on the date stated opposite his or her name; and. that 
he or she. the affiant. resides within the district which the 
candidate named therein will represent. if elected; that he or 
she intends to support the candidate; and that he or she is 
aware that falsifying the affidavit is punishable under ss. 
12.13 (3) (a) and 946.32 (I) (a). Wis. stats. The affidavit may 
be made by the candidate or any qualified elector. The 
nomination papers are valid with or without the seal of the 
otrlCCr who administers the oath. 

(b) Nomination papers shall be accompanied by a declara­
tion of candidacy under s. B.21. If a candidate for state or 
local office has not med a registration statement under s. 
II.OS at the time he or she files nomination papers. the 
candidate shall file the statement with the papers. A candi­
date for state office shall also file a statement of economic 
interests with the ethics board no laterthan the end of the 3rd 
day following the last day for filing nomination papers under 
sub. (I). 

(5) (a) Each nomination paper shall have substantially the 
following words printed at the top: 

I. the undersigned. request that the name of (insert candi­
date's last name phu first name or initial. and middle name, 
fonner legal surname or middle initial or initials if desired. 
but no other abbreviations. nicknames or titles) residing at 
(insert candidate's street addr ... ) be placed on the ballot at 
the (general or special) election to be held on (date of election) 
as a candidate representing the (name of party) so that voters 
will have the opportunity to vote for (him or her) for the 
off"", of (name of office). I am eligible to vote in (name of 
jurisdiction or district in which candidate seeks office). , have 
not signed the nomination paper of any other candidate for 
the same office at this election. 

(b) Each candidate shall include his or her mailing address 
on the candidate's nomination papers. 

(6) The number of required signatures on nomination 
papers shall be as follows: 

(a) For state-wide offices. not I ... than 2,000 nor more 
than 4.000 electors. 

(b) For representatives in congr .... not I ... than 1.000 nor 
more than 2.000 electors. 

(c) For state .. nators. not less than 400 nor more than BOO 
electors. 

(d) For representatives to the assembly. not less than 200 
nor more than 400 electors. 

(dm) For district attorneys. not Ie .. than SOO nor more 
than 1.000 electors in prosecutorial units over 100.000 popu· 
lation and not less than 200 nor more than 400 electors in 
prosecutorial units of 100.000 population or Ie ... 

(e) For county offices. not less than SOO nor more than 
1.000 electors in counties over 100.000 population and not 
less than 200 nor more than 400 electors in counties of 
100.000 population or I .... 

(7) A candidate may not run in more than one party 
primary at the same time. No filing official may accept 
nomination papers ror the same person in the same election 
for more than one party. An independent candidate at a 
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partisan primary or other election may not Iile nomination 
papers as the candidate of a recognized political party for the 
same office at the same election. A person who files nomina· 
tion papers as the candidate of a recognized political party 
may not file nomination papers as an independent candidate 
for the same office at the same election. 

(8) Nomination papers shall be filed: 
(a) For state offices and the offices of U.S. senator and 

representative in congress. in the office of the board. 
(b) For county offices. in the offICe of the county clerk or 

board of election commissioners. 
(I) Upon filing ofnomination papers by any candidatefor 

representative in congress. state senator or representative to 
the assembly under this section or upon appointment or 
nomination of such a candidate by write-in vote. the board 
shall provide to the candidate a copy of the map or maps, 
received under s. 16.96 (3) (b). required to show the bounda· 
ries of the district which the candidate seeks to represent. 

Hittorr: 1971 c. 304 IS. 13. 29 (I), (1); 1973 c. 334 •. 57; 1977 c. 107. ~27; 
1979 c. 249. 260, 311; 1983 •• 29,484; 1985 a. 304; 1919 a. 31. 

Ban on multiple pany nominations undcT m don not burden the aaoda· 
ttonal riahll of political partin: and is justified by compeQinl Jtatc intcmta. 
Swamp y. Kennedy,9SO F (ld) 383 (1991). 

Candidate (or dcction to Conareu need not be a rnidcnt 01 the district at 
the time he filn his nomination papen and n.ca&tcI the declaration o(inlmt to 
aazpt the offICe if ckcted. A candidate (or Conpa. must be an inhabitant of 
the state at the time o( elcaion. 61 AUy. Gen. 155. 

'.16 Par1l.an nomlnatlona. (1) Except as provided in sub. 
(2). the person who receives the greatest number of votes for 
an office on a party ballot at any partisan primary. regardless 
of whether the person's name appears on the ballot. shall be 
the party's candidate for the office. and the person's name 
shall so appear on the official ballot at the next election. All 
independent candidates shall appear on the general election 
ballot regardless of the number of votes received by such 
candidates at the September primary. 

(2) A person who receives only write-in votes shall not 
appear on the ballot as the candidate of a recognized politi<:al 
pany for an office whenever no candidate"s name appean on 
the ballot for that office un I ... the person receives at least So;. 
of the vote cast in the jurisdiction or district for the party's 
gubernatorial candidate at the last general election or the 
number of votes equivalent to the minimum number of 
signatures required on nomination papers for that office 
under s. B.IS (6). whichever is greater. and unless: 

(a) The person files a declaration of candidacy under s. 
B.21 no later than S p.m. on the 3rd day aner notification of 
nomination is mailed or personally delivered to the person by 
the ming officer or agency for the office sought; 

(b) If the person is a candidate for state office. the person 
files a statement of economic interests under I. 19.43 (4). no 
later than 4:30 p.m. on the 3rd day aner notification of 
nomination is mailed or personally delivered to the person by 
the board; and 

(c) If the person is a candidate for state or local office. the 
person mes a registration statement under s. II.OS. 

(2m) Independent candidates may not be nominated by 
write-in votes but shall file nomination papers under s. 8.20. 

(3) Where the boundaries of a district in which the candi­
date of a political party seeks office have been changed since 
the most recent gubernatorial election such that it is not 
possible to calculate the exact percentage of write-in votes. 
under sub. (2). which are needed by that candidate to become 
the nominee of the party. the number of votes cast for a 
political party's nominee (or governor at the last general 
election in each ward or aldennanic district. or each munici· 
pality where there are no wards. which is wholly contained 
within the boundaries of the newly formed district shall be 
calculated. If a candidate of a political party in a newly 
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formed district does not obtain S% of the number of votes 
calculated or the number of votes equivalent to the minimum 
number of signatures required under s. 8.1 S (6), whichever is 
greater, the candidate shall not appear on the ballot as the 
candidate of that party for the office sought. 

(4) A recognized political party which participated in the 
most roccnt gubernatorial election but loses its ballot position 
and subsequently regains such position under s. S.62 (2) does 
not cease to be a political party for purposes of qualification 
under subs. (2) and (3). 

(5) Any candidate for a partisan state office except district 
attorney may also qualify for payments under s. II.SO if the 
candidate meets the requirements specifIC<! in s. II.SO; how­
ever, a candidate who qualifies under this section for place­
ment on the official ballot at the general election shall appear 
on such ballot regardless of whether he or she qualifies for 
payments under s. II.SO. 

(6) The persons who receive the greatest number of votes 
respectively for the offices of governor and lieutenant gover­
nor on any party ballot at a primary shall be the party'sjoint 
candidates for the offices, and their names shall so appear on 
the official ballot at the next election. 

(7) Nominees chosen at a national convention and under s. 
8.18 (2) by each party entitled to a September primary ballot 
shall be the party's candidates for president, vice president 
and presidential electors. The state or national chairperson of 
each such party shall certify the names of the party's nomi­
nees for president and vice president to the board no later 
than S p.m. on the first Tuesday in September preceding a 
presidential election. Each name shall be in onc of the formats 
authorized in s. 7.08 (2) (a). 

H .. orr. 1975 Co "1, 93, 199; lmc. 107, 313, 427.447; 1913 L .... ; 1915 
L 3CM; 1987 L 391; 1919 L 31. 

The vote ~taae mJUil'emmt Itt ronh in (2) appIieI to spn:ial partisan 
primaryeltctimL 61 Atty. Gm. In. 

Fiw ~ emt requimncnl 01 (2) did not WQlt equal protcdion nor did it 
burden npta to aswc:iate and cut YOtcsdTcctivdy. alairv. Hcbi.491 F Supp. 
7S6 (1980). 

8.17 PolIUcal party com mitt •••• (1) (a) Political parties 
qualifying for a separate ballot under s. S.62 (I) (b) or (2) shall 
elect their party committeemen and committeewomen at the 
September primary. The function of committeemen and 
committeewomen is to represent their neighborhoods in the 
structure of a political party. Committeemen and commit­
teewomen shall act as liaison representatives between their 
parties and the residents oflhe eleclion districts in which they 
serve. Activities of committeemen and committeewomen 
shall include, but nol be limited to, voter identification; 
assistance in voter registration drives; increasing voter partie-­
ipation in political parties; polling and other methods of 
passing information from residents to political parties and 
elected public officials; and dissemination of information 
from public officials to residents. For assistance in those and 
other activities of interest to a political party. each commit­
teeman and committeewoman may appoint a captain to 
engage in these activities in each ward. if the election district 
served by the committeeman or committeewoman includes 
more than one ward. Tn an election district which includes 
more than one ward. the committeeman or committeewoman 
shall coordinate the activities of the ward captains in promot­
ing the interests of his or her party. 

(b) Each political party shall elect one committeeman or 
committeewoman from each election district. In this section, 
each village, each town and each city is an "election dislrict"; 
except that in cities having a population of more than 7,500 
which are divided into aldennanic districts, each aldennanic 
district is an "election district"; and in cities having a popula­
lion of more lhan 7,500 which arc not divided into aldermanic 
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districts and villages or towns having a popUlation of more 
than 7.S00, each ward or group ofcombinod wards under s. 
S.IS (6) (b) constituling a polling place on June I oftbe year 
in which committeemen or committeewomen are elected is an 
"election district". To be eligible to serve as its committee­
man or committeewoman. an individual shall be, at the time 
of filing nomination papers or at the time of appointment 
under this section, a resident oflhe election districl which he 
or she is chosen to represenl and shall be atle .. t 18 years of 
age. 

(2) Nomination papers shall be in substantially tbe same 
form as those required for candidates for the assembly. The 
papers shall include a statement signed by the candidate 
declaring the candidate's candidacy and that the candidate 
meets the eligibility requirements of sub. (I). Nomination 
papers may be circulated no sooner than June I preceding the 
election and may be filed in the office of the county clerk or 
board of election commissioners no later than S p.m. on the 
2nd Tuesday of July in those years when a September primary 
is held. The signatures of not I ... than 20 nor more than 40 
electors arc required. 

(3) (a) Only individuals filing nomination papers may have 
their names appear on the ballot. There shall be no space 
provided for write-in candidales. When no candidate files 
nomination papers for party committeeman or committee­
woman,tbe offlCO may not appear on tbe ballot for that party 
in tbat election district and lbe vacancy shall be filled by the 
county committee under sub. (S) (g) and (h). 

(b) The county clerk or board of election commissioners 
shall arrange the names of candidates for committeemen or 
committeewomen in the proper party column under s. S.62 
for each election dislrict. 

(4) (a) Each elector may vote for party committeeman or 
committeewoman by voting for one of the names on the 
ballot. 

(b) The results shall be returned as arc other results of the 
September primary, but no write-in votes or stickers may be 
counted. Whenever 2 or more candidates for party commit­
teeman or committeewoman receive an equal number of 
votes, the county board of canvassers shall certify as the 
winner the one of them who was the first to file proper 
nomination papers. 

(c) The term of office of each elected or appointed commit­
teeman or committeewoman shall end on the date of the 
meeting held under sub. (S) (b) following each September 
primary. 

(5) (a) The county committee of each political party shall 
consist of the duly elected committeemen and commit­
teewomen and appointed committeemen and commit­
teewomen residing in the county. 

(b) A combined meeting of lhe county committee and 
members in good standing of the party in the county shall be 
held no sooner tban I S days after the September primary and 
no later than April I of the following year. At this meeting, 
the county committee offices of chainnan, vice chainnan, 
secretary and treasurer shall be filled by election by the 
committeemen, committeewomen and party members 
present and voting. each of whom is entitled to one vote. At 
this meeting. the county committee sballelect the members of 
the congressional district committee as provided in sub. (6) 
(b). (c) and (d). The secretary of the county committee sball 
give at least 7 days' written notice ofthe meeting to party and 
committee members. Individuals elected as county committee 
officers or as congressional district committee members may 
be. but arc not required to be. committeemen or commit­
leewomen. They arc required to be party members in good 
standing. Their terms begin during the meeting immediately 

• 
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upon completion and verification or the voting ror each 
olr"", . 

(c) The secretary or the county committee shall notiry the 
countyclcrk in writing of the name and address of the elected 
county committee chairman within 10 days of his or her 
election. 

(d) The chairman or the county committee shall notiry the 
chainnan of the state committee of the names and addresses 
of the individuals elec::ted as congressional district committee 
members within 10 days or their election. 

(e) Except as authorized in this paragraph, all county 
committee meetings shall be called by the chairman or the 
county committee. The secretary or the county committee 
shall give at least 7 days' written notice or each meeting to the 
committee members. A majority of committee members may. 
upon petition to the chairman signed by all or them, demand 
that the chairman call a meeting. Ir aner 3 days the chairman 
has railed to do so, the demanding members may designate 
one of them to call and preside at 8 meeting, also upon at least 
7 days' written notice to all committee members. The member 
so designated shall provide the notice. Meetings called in 
either manner have equal standing. 

(I) Any orthe county committee officers named in par. (b) 
may be removed from office at any meeting of the comminee 
if at least two-thirds of the committeemen or commit· 
teewomcn are present; at least 7 days' written notice of the 
meeting is given to members or the party in the county; the 
notice discloses that discussion of the removal of one or more 
orran is on the agenda; and the notice includes and identi­
roes this paragraph. Any such removal, and subsequent filling 
ofa vacancy, shall be by vote of the committeemen, commit­
teewomen and party members prescnt and voting. each of 
whom is entitled to one vote . 

(g) Any vacancy in any county committee office, except the 
OlrlCes named in par. (b) shall be filled by the county 
committee. except that the county committee chairman may 
temporarily fill any vacancy. 

(h) The county committee may appoint a committeeman 
or committeewoman for any election district in which no one 
was elected. An appointed committeeman or committeewo­
man has the same responsibilities and may engage in the same 
activities as an elected committeeman or committeewoman. 

(i) Each committee and its officers shall have the powers 
usually exercised by committees and their officers. 

(&) (a) The congressional dislrict committee shall consist or 
members elected by the county committee or committees 
under pars. (b) and (c). 

(b) For each .... mbly district lying wholly within one 
county, the county committee shall elect 2 persons rrom each 
.... mbly district as members or the congressional district 
committee. 

(c) For each .... mbly district lying partially within one 
county, the county committee shall elcct one person as a 
member of the congressional district committee, except that 
the county committee may elect additional members so that 
the county has at least 2 members on the committee or each 
congressional district in which it lies. 

(d) County committees may elcct alternate members to 
congressional district committees on the same basis and in the 
same numbers as they are entilled to elect under pars. (b) and 
(c). 

(e) At least once every year, the chairman or the congres­
sional district committee shall call. with at least 30 days' 
notice in writing to the chairman of the county committee. or 
committees lying within the district. for a caucus of members 
or the party in the district. Committee offices or chairman, 
vice chairman. secretary. and treasurer shall be filled by a 
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caucus in the time and manner prescribed by the constitution 
of either the district committee or the state committee. 
Individuals elected to these offices may be, but are not 
required to be. members of the congressional district commit­
tee. The secretary shall provide nolice or all meetings or the 
congressional district committee. 

(7) (a) Duly elected or appointed committeemen and 
committeewomen residing in any political subdivision or 
assembly district may organize a committcc for their area 
upon presenting a petition therefor to the congressional 
district committee, which petition shall be signed by at least 
25% of the committeemen and committeewomen who reside 
in that same area. Upon filing such a petition: 

I. The chairman of the congressional district committee 
shall call the first meeting within 10 days or delivery or the 
petition. 

2. The secretary of the congressional district committee 
shall give at least 5 days' advance written notice or the 
meeting to all committeemen, committeewomen and party 
members residing in the area of the new committee. 

3. Committee offices of chainnan, vice chairman, sccre-­
tary. and treasurer shall be filled by election in the same 
manner as that provided ror the county committee. and may 
be filled by individuals who are not committeemen or 
committeewomen. 

4. Additional meetings may be called in the same manner 
as that provided ror the county committee under sub. (S) (e). 

S. Holders or committee offices may be removed and 
subsequent vacancies filled in the same manner as that 
provided ror the county committee under sub. (5) (I). 

6. Committeemen and committeewomen who arc members 
or committees organized in any political subdivision or 
....mbly district retain their status as members orthe county 
committee. 

(b) Assembly district committees shall also include as 
members those individuals elected by the county committee 
under sub. (6) as members or the congressional district 
committee. 

(8) (a) The congressional district committee shall elect at 
least 2 individuals to become members of the state committee: 
Those elected may be. but are not required to be. members of 
the district committee. 

(b) The state committee may consist solely or members 
elected under par. (a) or may consist orthose members and as 
many other members called ror and chosen in the manner 
prescribed in the constitution of the state committee. 

(9)(a) Ira county has no committee as provided by sub. (S) 
(a), residents or that county may voluntarily rorm a commit· 
tee. which, upon approval or the state committee and certifi· 
cation by the secretary of the state committee to the board 
and the county cleric or board of election commissioners. 
shall then become the county committee with equal standing 
as ir it had been organized under sub. (5) (a). This standing 
shall remain unless and until a committee is organized under 
sub. (S) (a). 

(b) Members or a committee organized under par. (a) are 
not. and shall not be known as, committeemen and 
committeewomen. 

(10) Committeemen and committeewomen who are mem­
bers in good standing or their county parties. by virtue or 
their offices. shall be granted credentials ror participation in 
any caucus Or convention called by their congressional dis­
trict committees or the stale committee. and those credentials 
shall be distributed at least 21 days in advance orthe meeting 
by the secretary or the committee calling the caucus or 
convention. 
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(11) The names or the committees shall be that or the 
identirying name rollowed by Pany or ....• the blank to be 
filled with the name or the county. congressional district. or 
other geographic areas. 

(12) The secretary or the state committee or each recog­
nized political pany under s. 5.62 (l)(b) or (2) shall notiry the 
board in writing of the name and address of the elected state 
committee chairman within 10 days of his or her election. 

H .. orr. 1971 (. lOt L 29 (I), (2); 1971 c. 336; 1973 c. 334; 1979 c. 260. 
311,3"; 1911 c.116; 19.3L ..... ,)49; 1985 •. 131.304; 1917 •. 391; 1991 L 
316. 

B.l1 NomlnaUon 01 pre.ldenUal eleolora. (1) Candidates 
ror the senate and .... embly nominated by each political pany 
at the primary. tbe state officers and the holdover state 
senators or each political pany shall meet in the state capitol 
at 10 a.m. on the first Tuesday in October or each year in 
which there is a presidential election. 

(2) The purpose or the convention is to nominate one 
presidential elector from each congressional district and 2 
electors from the state at large. The names of the nominees 
shall be cenified immediately by the chairman or the state 
committee of each party to the chairman of the elections 
board. ""orr. 1973 c. 33<1; 197' c. 93; 19n c. 427. 

1.185 Wrlt.ln candidate. tor prasldent and vice pra ... 
denL (1) The names or candidates ror president and vice 
president may be written in. in the place provided. on the 
general ballot at the general election ror choosing the presi. 
dent and vice president of the United States. Write-in votes 
shall be listed as scattering unless the person whose name is 
written in has a list of presidential electors on file with the 
board in accordance with this section or unless the person 
whose name is written in has received more than IOO/u of the 
total vote cast in the ward. or in the municipality if not 
divided into wards. 

(2) Any candidates ror the office or president and vice 
president orthe United States as write-in candidates shall file 
a list of presidential electors and a declaration of candidacy in 
the manner prescribed in s. 8.21 with the board no later than 
4:30 p.m. on the 2nd Tuesday preceding the day orthe general 
election to choose the president and vice president of the 
United States. The list shall contain one presidential elector 
from each congressional district and 2 electors from the state 
at large and the names of the candidates for president and 
vice president for whom they intend to vote. if elected. 
Compliance with this subsection may be waived by the board 
but only ir the results or the general election indicate that a 
write--in candidate for the office of president is eligible to 
receive the electoral votes or this state except ror non­
compliance with this subsection. In such event. the write .. in 
candidate shall have until 4:30 p.m. on the Friday rollowing 
the general election to comply with the filing requirements or 
this subsection. 

(3) Trmore than one list or presidential electors is filed with 
the board by any write--in candidates for the offices of 
president and vice president orthe United States. the first list 
filed shall be considered the valid list. provided that this list 
meets the additional requirements of this section. 

(4) Write-in votes ror president and vice president shall be 
counted as provided in s. 7.50 (2) (i). 

Hiltorr: 1971 c. 304 •. 29(2); 197) c. 334 So 57; 1977 c. ~27; 1981 c. 3n ... 
21 to 23; 1983 •• ~8~. 

B.19 Party name. (1) The state committee or any party 
polling less than 75.000 presidential votes in this state in the 
last election may change the name orthe party. The new name 
may not duplicate that of an existing national party. A 

NOlitNAnoNS, PRlIlARlES, ELEcnONS LitO 

cenificate or approval by the party's national committee 
which has been cenified by the national committee secretary. 
the state committee chairman and the state committee seere-­
tary shall be filed with the board. 

(2) The new name shall take errect upon cenification. 
(3) Every political pany entitled. under s. 5.62. to have its 

candidates on the September primary and general election 
ballots has e.clusive right to the use or the name designating 
it at any election involving political panies. The board shall 
not ceniry nor the county clerk print the name or any person 
whose nomination papers indicatc a party name comprising a 
combination or existing pany names. qualirying words. 
phrases, prefixes or suffixes in connection with any existing 
pany name. 

H .. ..." 1973 c. 334 L S7; 1915 Co 93. 

B.20 Nomination otlndependanl candldat ... (1) Tndepen­
dent nominations may be made for any office to be voted for 
at any general or panisan special election. 

(2) (a) Nomination is by nomination papers. Each nomina­
tion paper shall have substantially the rollowing words 
printed at the top: 

T. the undersigned. request that the name or (insen candi­
datc's last name plus first name or initial, and middle name, 
former legal surnamc or middle initial or initials if desired, 
but no other abbreviations. nicknames or titles). residing at 
(insen candidate's street address) be placed on the ballot at 
the (general or special) election to be held on (date orelection) 
as a candidate [(representing tbe (name or pany» or (repre­
senting the principlc(s) or (statement or principles») so that 
voters will have the opponunity to vote ror (him or her) ror 
tbe office or(name oroffice). T am eligible to vote in the (name 
or jurisdiction or district in which candidate seeks office). T 
have not signed the nomination paper or any other candidate 
ror the same office at this election. 

(b) Each candidate shall include his or her mailing address 
on the candidate's nomination papers. 

(c) Tn the case or candidates ror the offices or president and 
vice president. the nomination papers shall contain both 
candidates' names; the office for which each is nominated; the 
residence and post-office address or each; and the party or 
principles they represent. irany. in 5 words orless. Tn the case 
or candidates ror the offices or governor and lieutenant 
governor, the nomination papers shall contain both candi­
dates' names; the office for which each is nominated; the 
residence and post-office address or each; and the party or 
principles they represent. ir any. in 5 words or I .... 

(d) Nomination papers ror president and vice president 
shall list one candidate ror presidential elector rrom each 
congressional district and 2 candidates ror presidential eloc­
tor rrom the state at large who will vote ror the candidates ror 
president and vice president. ir elected. 

(3) The affidavit or an elector under s. 8.15 (4) (a) sball be 
appended to each nomination paper. 

(4) The number or required signatures on nomination 
papers ror independent candidates shall be the same as the 
number specified in s. 8.15 (6). For independent presidential 
electors intending to votc for the same candidates for presi­
dent and vice president, the number of required signatures 
shall be not I ... than 2,000 nor more than 4.000 electors. 

(5) Only one signature per person ror the same office is 
valid. Tn addition to his or her signature. each signer shall list 
his or her municipality of residence for voting purposes. the 
street and number. ifany, on which the signer resides, and the 
date or signing. Signers or each nomination paper shall reside 
in the same jurisdiction or district which the candidate named 
therein will represent. ir elected. 

• 

• 

• 
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(6) Nomination papers shall be accompanied by a declara· 
tion of candidacy under s. 8.21. If a candidate for state or 
local office has not filed a registration statement under s. 
II.OS at the time he or she files nomination papers, the 
candidate shall file the statement with the papers. A candi­
date for slate office shall also file a statement of economic 
interests with th. ethics board no later than the end of the 3rd 
day following the last day for filing nomination papers under 
sub. (8) (a). 

(7) Nomination papers shall be filed in the office of the 
board for all state offices and the offices of U.S. senator and 
representative in congress. and in the office of county clerk or 
board of election commissioners for all county offICeS. 

(8) (a) Nomination papers for independent candidates for 
any office to be voted upon at a general election or September 
primary and general election, except president, vice president 
and presidential elector. may be circulated no sooner than 
June I preceding the election and may be filed not later than S 
p.m. on the 2nd Tuesday in July, 

(am) Nomination papers for independent candidates for 
president and vice president, and the presidential electors 
designated to represent them, may be circulated no sooner 
than August I and may be filed not later than S p.m. on the 
first Tuesday in September. 

(b) Nomination papers for independent candidates for any 
01T"", to be voted upon at a partisan special election shall be 
circulated and filed as provided in s. 8.S0 (3) (a). 

(8) Persons nominated by nomination papers without a 
recognized political party designation shall be placed on the 
official ballot at the general election and at any partisan 
election to the right or below the recognized political party 
candidates in their own column or row designated "Indepen· 
dent". At the September primary, persons nominated for 
state 01T1CO by nomination papers without a recognized 
political party designation shall be placed on a separate ballot 
or rowan the voting machine designated "Independent". If 
the candidate's name already appears under a recognized 
political party it may not be listed on the independent hallot, 
column or row. 

(10) Upon filing of nomination papers by any candidate 
for representative in congress. state senator or representative 
to the assembly under this section or upon appointment of 
such a candidate, the board shall provide to the candidate a 
copy of the map or maps, received under s. 16.96 (3) (b), 
required to show the boundaries of the district which the 
candidate secks to represent. 

H .. orr. 1971 c.241. 304; 1973 c. 3301 I. 57: 1975 c. 369; 1977 c:. 107. 217. 
427; 1979 c. 249. 260; 1981 c. 311; 1983 •• 29,484; 1985 •. 304; 1987 L 391. 

8.21 Deelarallon 01 candidacy, Each candidate, except a 
candidate for presidential elector under s. 8.20 (2) (d), shall 
file a declaration of candidacy, no later than the latest time 
provided for filing nomination papers under s. 8.10 (2) (a), 
8.1 S (I), 8.17 (2), 8.20 (8) (a) or 8.S0 (3) (a), or the time 
provided unders. 8.16 (2) or 8.3S (2)(c). A candidate shall file 
the declaration with the officer or agency with which nomina­
tion papers are filed for the office which the candidate seeks, 
or if nomination papers are not required. with the clerk or 
board of election commissioners of the jurisdiction in which 
the candidate seeks office. The declaration shall be sworn to 
before any officer authorized to administer oaths. and shall 
state thaI the signer is a candidate for a named office, that he 
or she meets or will at the time he or she assumes office meet 
applicable age, citizenship, residency or voting qualification 
requirements. if any, prescribed by the constitutions and laws 
of the United States and of this state, and that he or she will 
otherwise qualify for office if nominated and elected. The 
declaration shall include the candidate's name in the fonn in 
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which it will appear on the ballot. Each candidate for state 
and local office shall include in the declaration a statement 
that he or she has not been convicted of any infamous crime 
for which he or she has not been pardoned and a list of all 
felony convictions for which he or she has not been pardoned. 
In addition, each candidate for state or local office shall 
include in the declaration a statement that discloses his or her 
municipality of residence for voting purposes, and the street 
and number, if any, on which the candidate resides. The 
declaration is valid with or without the seal of the olT"",r who 
administers the oath. A candidate for state or local office 
shall file an amended declaration under oath with the same 
officer or agency ifaoy information contained in the dcclara· 
tion changes at any time after the original declaration is filed 
and before the candidate assumes office or is defeated for 
election or nomination. 

Hlttorr: 1983 L .&4 L 94; 1985 a. 304; 1987 L 391. 

1,25 Eteellon 01 ltata and lade.al oHlc .... (1) PRIlSIDBN­
nAL I!U!CTORS. By general ballot at the general election for 
choosing the president and vice president orthe United States 
there shall be elected as many electors of president and vice 
president as this state is entitled to elect senators and rep .... 
sentatives in congress. A vote for the president and vice 
president nominations of any party is a vote for the electors of 
the nominees. 

(2) UNITED STATES SENATOR. One senator to serve in the 
United States congress shall be chosen at the general election 
in 1962 and every 6 years thereafter and another in 1964 and 
every 6 years thereafter. 

(3) R.pRI!SI!NT A nve IN CONGRIlSS, One representative to 
serve in the United States congress shall be chosen from each 
congressional district at the general election held in each 
even--numbercd year. 

(4) CONSnnTTlONAL omCERS; TERMS. (a) A governor, 
lieutenant governor, secretary of state, treasurer and an 
allorncy general shall be elected at the general election in 
1970 and quadrennially thereafter. A state superintendent 
shall be elected on the first Tuesday in April 1917 and 
quadrennially thereafter. 

(b) I. Th. regular full term of office of the Slat. superin­
tendent commences on the nrst Monday of July, next suc· 
ceeding the superintendent's election. 

2. The regular fullterm of each other officer enumerated in 
par. (a) commences on the first Monday of January, next 
succeeding the officer's election, 

(5) DtmllCT AlTORNl!Y; 'I1!RM. A district allorney shall be 
elected for each prosecutorial unit specified in s, 978.01 atth. 
general election in 1990 and biennially thereafter. The regular 
term of the office of district allorney commences on the first 
Monday in January next sucx:ecding the officer's election. 

Hiltory: 1981 c. 62. 314; 1987 L 391; 1989 L 31. 

8.28 Challenge 10 ,,"tdency quallllcaUonl, (1) Any indi­
vidual who believes that an individual holding or elected to 
state or local offICe is not a resident or inhabitant of this state 
or of the jurisdiction or district in which he or she serves, 
whenever such qualification is required by the constitution of 
this state or by any applicable law, may file a verified 
complaint with the allorncy general alleging such facts as 
may cause him or her to believe that the individual is not 
qualified to hold office because of failure to meet a residency 
requirement. 

(2) The allorney general may thereupon investigate 
whether such allegations are true. Irthe allorney general finds 
that the allegations of the complaint are true or for any other 
reason finds that the subject person Who is holding or elected 
to office is not qualified because of failure to meet a residency 
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requirement, the attorney general may commence an action 
under cb. 784 ror a wril or quo warranlo 10 bave Ibe subjecl 
person's office declared vacant or to restrain any person not 
entilled 10 lake office rrom assuming il. In Ibe case or a person 
who is elected to office in the legislature. the clerk of court 
sballlransmilB copy oFlbe judgmenllo Ibe presiding officer 
or Ibe appropriale bouse, and lhe bouse shall delermine 
whelber Ihe person is qualified 10 be sealed or whelber a 
vacancy exists. 

HIItory; 1979 c. 249; 1983 L 484. 

8.30 CAndldal •• Ineligible lor bellol placement (1) Ex· 
cept as otherwise provided in this section, the official or 
agency wilb wbom declaralions or candidacy are required 10 
be liIed may reruse 10 place Ibe candida Ie's name on Ibe 
ballo!: 

(a) Ir lhe nominalion papers are nol prepared, signed and 
execuled, as required under Ibis cbapler; 

(b) Ir il conclusively appears, eilher on Ibe race or Ibe 
nomination papers otTered ror liIing, or by admission or Ibe 
candidale or olherwise, Iballbe candidale is ineligible 10 be 
nominaled or elected; 

(c) IF elected Ibe candidale could nol qualiry ror Ihe office 
sougbl wilbin lhe time allowed by law ror qualirlCalion 
because of age. residence or other impediment. 

(2) Ir no regislralion slalemenl has been liIed by or on 
bebalr or a candidale ror slale or local office in aocordance 
wilb s. I I .OS (2g) or (2r) by Ibe applicable deadline ror liIing 
nominalion papers by sucb candidale, or Ibe deadline ror 
liIing a declaration or candidacy ror an office ror wbicb 
nomination papen are not filed.. the name of the candidate 
may nol appear on Ibe ballo!. This subsection may nol be 
conslrued 10 exempl a candidate rrom applicable penallies ir 
he or she files a registration statement later than the time 
prescribed in ss. 11.01 (I) and 11.0S(2g). 

(3) The official or agency wilb wbom declaralions or 
candidacy are required to be liIed maynol place a candidale's 
name on the ballot if the official or agency is prohibited from 
doing so under s. 19.43 (4) or an ordinance adopted under s. 
1959 (3) (h). 

(4) The official or agency with whom a declaration or 
candidacy is required to be filed may not place a candidate's 
name on tbe ballot irtbe candidate rails to liIe a declaration or 
candidacy wilbin tbe time prescribed under s. 8.21. 

HiItory: 1975 Co 93; 1979 Co 120, 328: 1979 c. 3SS u. 28, 29; 1983 L 414: 
1985 L 304: 1987 L 391. 

See note (0 8.10, c:itin, Stale ex ret Ahl,nmm v. State Eltaionl Bd.12 W 
(2d) Sll, 263 NW (211) 1l2. 

8.35 Vacancle. aller nomlnaUon. (1) Any person wbo liIes 
nomination papers and qualifies to appear on the ballot may 
not decline nomination. The name of that person shall appear 
upon tbe ballol except in case or dealb of Ibe person. A 
person who is appointed to fill a vacancy in nomination or 
wbo is nominaled by wril .. in voleS is deemed 10 decline 
nomination irhe or she rails 10 me a declaration or candidacy 
wilbin the time prescribed under sub. (2) (c) or s. 8.16 (2). 

(2) (a) If a vacancy OCCUr> aner nomination due to the 
deatb or a candidate or a recognized political parly ror a 
partisan office. other than party committeeman or commit­
teewoman, Ibe vacancy may be filled by Ibe cbairperson or 
lhe commitlee ortbe proper polilical party under s. 7.38 (3), 
or the personal campaign committee, if any. in the case of 
independent candidates. Similar vacancies in nominations of 
candidates ror nonparlisan local offices may be IiIled by Ibe 
candidale's personal campaign comminee or, irthe candidale 
bad none, by tbe body wbicb governs Ibelceal governmenlal 
unit in which the deceased person was a candidate for office. 
The cbairperson, cbier officer or Ibe commin .. , or clerk or 
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lhe body making an appointment sball liIe a certificale or 
appointment wilb tbe official or agency wilb wbom declara· 
lions or candidacy ror tbe office areliled. For purposes ortbis 
paragrapb, Ibe official or agency need nol recognize members 
of a personal campaign committee whose names were not 
liIed under s. II.OS prior 10 Ibe dealb or Ibe candidate. 

(h) Ira vacancy in nomination occurs due to tbedeatb ora 
candidate, tbe officer or agency witb wbom nominalion 
papers are liIed ror tbe office shall prompUy notiry tbe 
cbairman, comminee or body, ir any, Ibat Ibe vacancy may be 
filled witbin 4 days ortbe date Orlbe nOlice, as sbown by the 
postmark irtbe nOlice is mailed. The cbairman, commitlee or 
body may file a sworn certificate of nomination with the 
official or agency wilbin tbe 4-day period. 

(c) The official or agency witb wbom a proper certificate is 
liIed under par. (h) sball promptly noliry the candidale wbo is 
nominated and lransmil 10 tbe candidale a declaration or 
candidacy rorm and, in tbe case or a candidate ror state or 
local office. a financial registration statement form under s. 
11.0S. No laler tban S p.m. on tbe 3rd day anernotification or 
nomination is mailed or personally delivered to Ibe new 
nominee by the orrlcial or agency, tbe nominee shall file a 
declaration or candidacy and, in tbe case or a candidate ror 
state or local office. a registration statement under I. 11.0S. 
No later than 4:30 p.m. on tbe 3rd day aIIer nolification or 
nomination is mailed or personally delivered to a new nomi· 
nee ror state office or municipal judge by Ibe official or 
agency, tbe nominee shall liIe a stalement or economic 
interests under s. 19.43 (4). Ir tbe nominee fails to liIe the 
dec1aration or candidacy, tbe official or agency may reruse to 
place the candidate's name on Ibe ballot. Irthe nomin .. rails 
to file the registration statement or statement of economic 
inlerests, tbe official or agency may nol place Ibe candidate's 
name on Ibe ballot. 

(d) Ir tbe ballots bave been prepared, tbe comminees or 
body filling tbe vacancy shall supply sticke .. as provided 
under s. 7.38 (3) (c). No vacancy in a nomination occurs prior 
to tbe lime or the primary eleclion ror an office, unless no 
primary is required for the office for which the nomination is 
made. 

(e) This subsection does not apply in lhe event orthe deatb 
of a candidate for nonpartisan office who has no opponent 
appearing on tbe eleclion ballot. 

(3) Whenever a nominee dies aner tbe election ballots are 
prepared, and no nominalion is made under tbis seclion, lhe 
votes casl ror Ibe deceased shall be counled and relurned. IF 
be or she receives a plurality or the votes cast, tbe vacancy 
shall be IiIled as in tbe case or a vacancy occurring by deatb 
after election. 

(4) (a) When a candidate is appointed 10 fill a vacancy 
under this section. the funds remaining in the former candi­
date's depository aner payment or tbe rormer candidale's 
lawrul campaign deblS, ir any, sball be: a) donated to lhe 
rormer candidate's local or state polilical party ir be or 'he 
was a partisan candidate or donated to the charitable organi­
zation of his or her choice or the charitable organization 
cbosen by bis or her next or kin ir tbe rormer candidate is 
deceased, or ifno choice is made returned to the donors on a 
proporlional basis; or b) ir be or sbe was a nonpartisan 
candidale, donaled 10 Ibe cbaritable organization or bis or 
her choice or the charitable organization chosen by the 
rormercandidate's nexl orkin irbe or sbe is deceased; or c) ir 
no choice is made, returned to the donors on a proportional 
basis, wilb contribulions wbicb cannol be identified donaled 
in aa:ordance with a) or b). A petitioner or personal repre­
senlalive may makelbe cboice under a) or b) wbere c) applies. 

• 

• 

• 
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(b) Notwithstanding par. (a), any unspent and unencum­
bered moneys received by a candidate from the Wisconsin 
election campaign fund shall be immediately transferred to 
any candidate who is appointed to replace such candidate, 
upon filing ofa proper application therefor under s. 11.50 (2). 
If there is no candidate appointed or if no proper application 
is liIed within 7 days of the date on which the vacancy occurs, 
such moneys shall revert to the slate as provided in s. II.S0 
(8). 

(c) The transfer shall be reported to the appropriate filing 
offICer in a special report submined by the former candidate's 
campaign treasurer. If the former candidate is deceased and 
was serving as his or her own campaign treasurer, the former 
candidate's petitioner or personal representative shall file the 
report and make the transfer required by par. (b), if any. The 
report shall include a complete statement of all contributions, 
disbursements and incurred obligations pursuant to s. 11.06 
(I) covering the period from the day arter the last date 
covered on the former candidate's most recent report to the 
date of disposition. 

(d) The newly appointed candidate shall file his or her 
report at the next appropriate interval under s. 11.20(2) or (4) 
arter his or her appointment. The appointed candidate shall 
include any transferred funds in his or her (irst report. 

(e) Any person who violates this subsection may be pun­
ished as provided under s. 11.60 or ".61. 

HIItorJ: 1973 eo 334; 1975 c::. 93; 1977 c. 107.340: 1979 c:. 110 L 60 (II); 
1979 c:. 311; 1983 L 44; 19as a. 131 •. 3; 1985 •. lOla. al; 1985a. 304; 1987 L 
391. 

V&CIntY due to death or cirt'Uil court candidate may hOC be filled under (2). 
Committee to Retain Bycn v. Eledions Board, 95 W (ld) 631. 291 NW (ld) 
616 (CL App. 1980). 

8,40 PeUlion ,equlramenll, (1) In addition to any other 
requirements provided by law, each separate sheet of each 
petition for an election, including a referendum. shall have on 
the face at the top in boldface print the words "PETITION". 
Each signer of such • petition shall affix his or her signature 
to the petition, accompanied by his or her municipality of 
residence for voting purposes, the street and number. if any. 
on which the signer resides. and the date of signing. 

(2) The affidavit of a qualified elector stating his or her 
residence with street and number. if any, shall appear at the 
bottom of each separate sheet of each petition specified in 
sub. (I), stating that the affiant personally circulated the 
petition and personally obtained each of the signatures; that 
the affiant Imows that they are electors of the jurisdiction or 
district in which the petition is circulated; that the affiant 
knows that they signed the paper with full knowledge of its 
content; that the affiant knows their respective residences 
given; that the affiant knows that each signer signed on the 
date stated opposite his or her name; that the affiant resides 
within the jurisdiction or district in which the petition is 
circulated; and that the affiant is aware that falsifying the 
affidavit is punishable under ss. 12.13 (3) (a) and 946.32 (I) 
(a). The petition is valid with or without the seal oflhe officer 
who administers the oath. 

(3) The board shall, by rule, prescribe standards consistent 
with this chapter and s. 9.10 (2) to be used by all election 
offICials and governing bodies in determining the validity of 
petitions for elections and signatures thereon. 

Hiltorr- 1989 L 192. 

8.50 Spoclal electlonl, Unless otherwise provided, this 
section applies to filling vacancies in the U.S. senate and 
house of representatives, executive state offices except the 
offices of governor • lieutenant governor and district attorney, 
judicial and legislative state offices, county otrlCCS and the 
offlCCS of municipal judge and member of the board of school 
directors in school districts organized under ch. 119. State 

64 

legislative offices may be filled in anticipation of the occ;:ur­
renee of a vacancy whenever authorized in sub. (4) (e). No 
special election may be held arter February I preceding the 
spring election unless it is held on the same day as the spring 
election, nor after September I preceding the general election 
unless it is held on the same day as the general election, until 
the day arter that election. If the special election is held on the 
day of the general election, the primary for the special 
election, if any, shall be held on the day of the September 
primary. Iflhe special election is held on the day of the spring 
election, the primary for the special election, if any, shall be 
held on the day of the spring primary. 

(1) SPl!CIAL ELscnON ORDER AND NOnCl!S. (a) When there is 
to be a special election, the special election for county clerk 
shall be ordered by the sheriff; the special election for any 
other county office shall be ordered by the county clerk 
except as provided in s. 17.21 (S); the special election for 
school board member in a school district organized under ch. 
I 19 shall be ordered by the school board; the special election 
for municipal judge shall be ordered by the mayor, president 
or chairman of the municipality, except in I st class cities; and 
all other special elections shall be ordered by the governor. 
When the governor or anorney general issues the order, it 
shall be filed and recorded in the office of the board. When 
the county clerk or sheriff issues the order, it shall be filed and 
recorded in the office of the county clerk. When the county 
executive issues the order, it shall be liIed in the office of the 
county board of election commissioners. When the school 
board of a school district organized under ch. 119 issues the 
order, it shall be filed and recorded in the office of the city 
board of election commissionen. When the mayor. president 
or chainnan issues the order. it shall be filed in the office of 
the municipal clerk or city board of election commissioners. 

(b) Notice of any special election shall be given upon the 
filing of the order under par. (a) by publication in a newspa­
per uader ch. 985. If the special election corocerns a national 
or state office, the board shall give notice as soon as possible 
to tbe county clerks. Upon receipt ofnotiee from the board, 
or when the special election is for a county office. the county 
clerk shall give notice as soon as possible to all municipal 
clerks and publish one type A notice for all offices to be voted 
upon within the county as provided in s. 10.06 (2) (n) and (3) 
(f). 

(c) The order and notice shall specify the office to be filled, 
the expiration date of the remaining term or office, the date of 
the election, the earliest dale for circulating and deadline for 
filing nomination papers, the area involved in the election, 
the name of the incumbent before the vacancy occurred and a 
description of how the vacancy occurred, or for an election 
held under sub. (4) (e), the name of the incumbent and a 
description of how and when the vacancy is expected to 
occur. Except as otherwise provided in this paragraph, the 
notice shall include the information specified in s. 10.01 (2) 
(a). 

(d) When the election corocerns a national or state office, 
the board shall transmit to each county clerk at least 22 days 
before the special primary a certified list of all persons for 
whom nomination papers have been filed in its office. If no 
primary is required, the list shall be transmined at lcast 42 
days prior to the day of the election. Immediately upon 
receipt of the certified list, the county clerk shall prepare his 
or her ballots. For a county special election, the county clerk 
shall certify the candidates and prepare the ballots. If there is 
a primary, the county clerk shall publish one type B notice in 
a newspaper underch. 10. When a primary is held, as soon as 
possible after the primary, the county clerk shallccrtify the 
candidates and prepare the ballots for the following special 
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election. ",. clerk shall publish one type B notice in a 
ncwspaper under ch. 10 for the election. 

(2) DAn! Of SPI!CIAL I!LOCTION. (a) The date for the special 
election shall be not less than 62 nor more than 77 days from 
the date of the order except when the special election is held 
on tbe day of the general election or spring election. If a 
special election is held concurrently with the spring or general 
election, the special election may be ordered not earlier than 
92 days prior to the spring primary or September primary, 
respectively, and not later than 49 days prior to that primary. 

(b) Ifa primary is required, the primary shall be on the day 
4 weeks before the day ofthe special election except when the 
special election is held on the same day as the general election 
the special primary shall be held on the same day as the 
September primary or if the special election is held concur­
rently with the spring election, the primary shall be held 
concurrently with the spring primary. 

(3) NOMINATION, PRIMARY AND CANVASS. (a) Nomination 
papers may be circulated no sooner than the day the order for 
the special election is liIed and shall be liIed not later than S 
p.m. 28 days before the day that the special primary will or 
would be held, if required, except when a special election is 
held concurrently with the spring election or general election, 
the deadline for liIing nomination papers shall be specified in 
the order and the date shall be no earlier than the date 
provided in s. 8. 10 (2)(a) or 8.IS (I), respectively, and no later 
than 3S days prior to the date of the spring or September 
primary. Nomination papers may be filed in the manner 
specified in s. 8.10, 8.IS or 8.20. Each candidate shalilile a 
declaration of candidacy in the manner provided in s. 8.21 no 
later than the latest time provided in the order for liIing 
nomination papers. Tr a candidate for state or local office has 
not liIed a registration statement under s. II.OS at the time he 
or she liIes nomination papers, the candidate shall liIe the 
statement with the papers. A candidate for state office shall 
also file a statement of economic interests with the ethics 
board no later than the end of the 3rd day following the last 
day for fi6ng nomination papers specified in the order. 

(b) Except as otherwise provided in this section, the 
provisions for September primaries under s. 8.1 S arc applica­
ble to all partisan primaries held under this section, and the 
provisions for spring primaries under s. 8.10 arc applicable to 
all nonpartisan primaries held under this section. In a special 
partisan primary or election, the order of the parties on the 
ballot shall be the same as provided under s. S.62 (I) or S.64 
(I) (b). Independent candidates for state office at a special 
partisan election shall not appear on the primary ballot. No 
primary is required for a nonpartisan election in which not 
more than 2 candidates for an office appear on the ballot or 
for a partisan election in which not more than onc candidate 
for an office appears on the ballot of each rccogniud political 
party. In every special election except a special election for 
nonpartisan slatc office where no candidate is certified to 
appear on the ballot, a space for write-in votes shall be 
provided on the ballot, regardless of whether a special 
primary is held. 

(c) Notwithstanding ss. S.37 (4), S.91 (6) and 6.80 (2) (I), 
whenever a special partisan primary is held concurrently with 
the presidential preference primary, an elector may choose 
the party column or ballot in which the elector will cast his or 
her vote separately for each of the 2 primaries. Whenever 2 or 
more special partisan primaries or one or more special 
partisan primaries and a September primary are held concur~ 
rently, the procedure prescribed in ss. S.37 (4), S.91 (6) and 
6.80 (2) (I) applies. 

(d) The requirements for nominations and special prima~ 
ries under this section apply to the filling of any office for 
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which a municipal caucus is regularly used to nominate 
candidates. 

(e) In a special election for a state or national office, the 
county clerk or board of election commissioners shall trans­
mit the statement of the county board of canvassers to the 
elections board no later than 7 days after the special primary 
and 13 days after the special election. 

(4) RI!£lULATIONS ON SPI!CIAL I!LECTIONS. (b) A vacancy in 
the office of U.S. senator or representative in congress 
occurring prior to the 2nd Tuesday in May in the ycar of the 
general election shall be filled at a special primary and 
election. A vacancy in that office occurring between the 2nd 
Tucsdayin May and the 2nd Tucsdayin July in theyearofthe 
general election shall be filled at the September primary and 
general election. 

(c) A vacancy in the office of secretary of state, state 
treasurer, attorney general or state superintendent. occurring 
more than 6 months before the expiration of the current term, 
may be filled at a special election. 

(d) Any vacancy in the office of state senator or representa­
tive to the assembly occurring before the 2nd Tuesday in May 
in the year in which a regular election is held to fill that scat 
shall be filled as promptly as possible by special election. 
However, any vacancy in the office of state senator or 
representative to the assembly occurring after the close of the 
last regular noorpcriod of the legislature held during his or 
her term shall be filled only ir a special session or extraordi· 
nary floorperiod of the legislature is called or a veto review 
period is scheduled during the remainder of the term. The 
special election to fill the vacancy shall be ordered, if possible, 
so the new member may participate in the special session or 
noorperiod. 

(e) Whenever a member of the legislature is elected to 
another offace after the commencement of his or her term, 
and the term ofthe new office or the period during which the 
legislator is eligible to assume that office commences prior to 
the end of the legislator'S original term of office, the governor 
may call a special election to fill the scat of the member in 
anticipation of a vacancy, upon receipt ofa written resigna· 
tion rrom that member which is effective on a date not later 
than the date of the proposed special election. 

(I) I. Except as provided in subds. 2 and 3, a vacancy in the 
office of justice, court of appeals judge or circuit judge 
occurring in any year after the date ofthe spring election and 
on or before December I shall be filled, if in the office of 
circuit judge, at the succeeding spring election; ifin the office 
of court of appeals judge, at the first succeeding spring 
election when no other court of appeals judge is to be elected 
from the same coun of appeals district; or, irin the office or 
justice, at the first succeeding spring election when no other 
justice is to be elected. A vacancy in the office of justice, court 
of appeals judge or circuit judge occurring after December I 
and on or before the date of the suocccding spring election 
shall be filled, if in the office of circuit judge, at the 2nd 
succeeding spring election; if in the office of court of appeals 
judge, at the first spring election, beginning with the 2nd 
succeeding spring election, when no other court of appeals 
judge is to be elected from the same court of appeals district; 
or, ir in the office of justice, at the first spring election. 
beginning with the 2nd succeeding spring election, when no 
other justice is to be elected. 

2. If a vacancy in the office of justice, court of appeals 
judge or circuit judge occurs after December I and on or 
before the date of the succeeding spring election as the result 
of the resignation of the incumbent. if an election for that seal 
is scheduled to be held at the succccding spring election and if 
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the incumbent is not a candidate to succeed himself or herself. 
the vacancy shall be filled at the regularly scheduled election. 

3. If a vacancy in the office of justice. coun of appeals 
judge or circuit judge occurs aner the date of the sprong 
election for that scat and before the succeeding August I as 
the result of the resignation of the incumbent and the 
incumbent is not elected to succccd himself or herself. the 
vacancy shall be filled by the individual who was elected at 
the regularly scheduled election. If no individual is elected at 
the regularly scheduled election or if the individual who is 
elected dies or declines to serve. the vacancy shall be filled 
under subd. I. 

4. All vacancies filled under subds. I and 2 are for a full 
term commencing on August I succeeding the spring election 
at which they are filled. 

(fm) A permanent vacancy in the office of municipal judge 
may be filled by temporary appointment of the munoClpal 
governing body. The office shall then be. permanently filled 
by special election. held concurrently WIth the next spnng 
election following the occurrence of the vacancy. except that 
a vacancy occurring during the period aner December I and 
on or before the date ofthe spring election .hall be filled at the 
2nd succeeding spring election. and no such election may be 
held aner the expiration ofthe term of office nor at the time of 
holding the regular election for the office. 

(g) If through neglect or failure. an elected officer wh~ 
should have been chosen at the spring or general election IS 
not chosen at that election. a special election may be held to 
fill the vacancy; but no special election may be held for any 
school or county officer after the time when the officer's term 
would have commenced had such person been elected at the 
proper spring or gcneralelection. except as authorized under 
this section, and no election may be held to fill a vacancy In 

the office of justice or judge except as authorized in par. (f). 
(h) Whenever the right to office of any person who is 

elected to the legislature or the U.S. senate or house of 
representatives ceases before the commencement of the term 
of office to which he or she is elected. a special election shall 
be held to fill the vacancy. 
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(i) When the governor so directs. a special election shall be 
held to fill any vacancy not provided for in this section. This 
paragraph does not apply to judicial offices. 

(5) CAMPAIGN FINANCe LAWS. All laws and rules promul. 
gated under ch. II governing campaign finance and report· 
ing. including all deadlines for filing repons and s~atcme~ts. 
are applicable to special elections, except as otherwise specifi­
cally provided. 

HallDfy: 1971 c: 1 «). 1973 c. 33-4 a. 22. 57; 1973 c. 336; 191' c:. 80, 93, 
199.369; 1977 c.26. i07. lh. 340. .27 ..... S ..... 7. 449; 1979 c. 27. 32, 260. 311; 
1913 .. 414: 1915 .. 3CM; 1917 .. 391: 1919 •. 31,359. 

1.55 SpecI.'rel.rend •. (1) Whenever a special referendum 
is called. the cleric of the jurisdiction which calls the special 
referendum shall publish a type A notice of the special 
referendum on the 4th Tuesday preceding the special 
referendum. 

(2) The cleric of the jurisdiction which calls a special 
referendum shall publish type B and C notices of the special 
referendum on the day preceding the special referendum. 

(3) Whenever a special county referendum is called, the 
municipal cleric of each municipality which is wholly or partly 
contained within the county shall publish type D and E 
notices of the special referendum at the times specified in 5. 

10.06 (3). Whencver a special municipal referendum is called. 
the municipal cleric of that municipality shall publish type D 
and E notices of the special referendum at the times specified 
in s. 10.06 (3). Whenever a special referendum is called by a 
special purpose district. the clerk of the jurisdiction which 
calls a special referendum shall publish type D and E notices 
of the referendum at the times specified in s. 10.06 (4). Ifan 
election for national. state. county or municipal office or a 
state, county or municipal referendum is called in a munici­
pality on the same day that a special referendum is called by a 
special purpose district in the same municipality. the type D 
and E notices shall be published only by the municipal cleric. 

(4) Whenever the clerks of more than one jurisdiction are 
required under this section to publish the same notice on the 
same day. they may publish one notice only and share the cost 
under s. 10.07 (I). 

Hiltory: 1987 L 391. 
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CHAPTER 9 

POST ELECTION ACTIONS; DIRECT LEGISLATION 

9.01 
9.10 

R ..... L 
Recall. 

8.01 RecounL (1) Pl!TmON; FEES; QeNERAL PRoceDURes. (a) 
Any candidate voted for at any election or any elector who 
voted upon any referendum question at any election may 
request a recount. The petitioner shall file a verified petition 
or petitions aa:ompanied by the fee prescribed in par. (ag). if 
any. with the proper clerk or body under par. (ar) not earlier 
than the time of completion of the canvass and not later than 
S p.m. on the 3rd business day following thel .. t meeting day 
of the municipal or county board of canvassers determining 
the election for that office or on that referendum question or. 
if morc than one board of canvassers makes the determina­
tion not later than S p.m. on the 3rd business day following 
the I .. t meeting day of the I .. t board of canvassers which 
makes a determination. If the board of state canvassers 
makes the determination for the office or the referendum 
question, the petitioner shall file the petition not earlier than 
thel .. t meeting day of the last county board of canvassers to 
make a statement in the election or referendum and not later 
than S p.m. on the 3rd business day following the day on 
which the elections board receives the last statement from a 
county board of canvassers for the election or referendum. 
Each verified petition shall state that at the election the 
petitioner was 8 candidate for the office in question or that he 
or she voted on the referendum question in issue; that the 
petitioner is informed and believes that a mistake or fraud h .. 
been committed in a specified ward or municipality in the 
counting and return orthe votes cast for the office or upon the 
question; or shall specify any other defect. irregularity or 
illegality in the conduct of the election. The petition shall 
spccifyeach ward. or each municipality where no wards exist. 
in which a recount is desired. tr a recount is requcsted for all 
wards within a jurisdiction. each ward need not be specified. 
The petition may be amended to include information"discov· 
ered as a result ofthc investigation of the board ofcanvasscrs 
aner the filing of the petition. if the petitioner moves to 
amend the petition as soon as possible aner the petitioner 
discovered or reasonably should have discovered the infor­
mation which is the subject of the amendment and the 
petitioner was unable to include infonnation in the original 
petition. 

(ag) I. Each petition for a recount shall be accompanied by 
the f .. prescribed in this paragraph. If the difference between 
the votes cast for the leading candidate and tho .. cast for the 
petitioner or the difference between the affirmative and 
negative votes cast upon any referendum question is less than 
10 if 1.000 or less votes are c .. t or less than .So/, of the total 
votes cast for the office or on the question if more than 1,000 
votes are cast, the petitioner is not required to pay a fee. 

2. If the difference between the votes cast for the leading 
candidate and those cast for the petitioner or the ditTerence 
between the affinnative and negative votes cast upon any 
referendum question is at least 10 if 1,000 or less votes are cast 
or at least .S% ifmore than 1,000 votes are cast, the petitioner 
shall pay a f .. of SS for each ward for which the petition 
requests a ballot recount. or SS for each municipality where 
no wards exist. . 

9.20 Direct Itaislation. 

3. All fees sball be prepaid in c .. h or another form of 
payment which is acceptable to the officer to whom they are 
paid. No petition for which a fee is required is valid unless the 
proper fee is paid at the time of filing. 

4. The board sball deposit all moneys received by it into the 
account unders. 20.SIO(I) (g), and shall pay the fees required 
for each recount to the county clerks of the counties in which 
the recount is to be held. The county clerk shall deposit fees 
received by him or her with the county treasurer. The 
municipal clerk shall deposit fees received by him or her with 
the municipal treasurer. 

S. In this paragraph, the "leading candidate" includes 
every individual whose vote total at the time of the filing of 
the recount petition would entitle the individual to election or 
nomination to office. Tn an election in which more than one 
office of the same type is to be filled from the same territory. 
the number and percentage of votes cast under this paragraph 
shall be determined by first dividing the total number of votes 
cast for the office by the number of offices being filled at the 
election from the same territory. 

(ar) I. In the event of a recount for any offi ... the petition 
shall be filed with the clerk or body with whom nomination 
papers are filed for tbat office. 

2. In the event of a recount for a referendum, the petition 
shall be filed with the clerk of the jurisdiction in which the 
referendum is called. and in the case of the state with the 
elections board. 

3. Upon receipt of a valid petition, the clerk shall there­
upon notify the proper board of canvassers. Upon receipt of a 
valid petition by the elections board. the board sball 
promptly by certified mail or other expeditious means order 
the proper county boards of canvassers to commence the 
recount. County boards of canvassen shall convene no later 
than 9 a.m. on the day following receipt of an order and may 
adjourn for not more than one day at a time until the recount 
is completed in the county. except that the elections board 
may pennit extension of the time for adjournment. Returns 
from a recount ordered by the elections board shall be 
transmitted to the office of the board .. soon .. possible, but 
in no case laterthan 13 days from the date ofthe order of the 
board directing the recount. The board of state canvassers 
may not make a determination in any election if a recount is 
pending before any county board of canvassers in tbat 
election. The board of state canV8SSen need not recount 
actual ballots. but sball verify the returns of the county 
boards of canvassers in making its detenninations. 

(b) The proper board of canv .... rs shall reconvene no 
earlier than 9 a.m. on the day following delivery of notice to 
all candidates under sub. (2) and no later than 9 a.m. on the 
day following the I .. t day for filing of a petition and proceed 
to recount the ballots in the wards or municipalities specified 
and to review the allegations of fact contained in the petition 
or petitions. The recount shall proceed for each ward or 
municipality .. follows: 

I. The board of canv .... rs shall first compare the registra. 
tion or poll lists and determine the number of voting electors. 
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2. The board of canvassers shall then examine the absentee 
ballot envelopes. Any defective absentee ballot envelopes 
shall be laid aside, properly marked and carefully preserved. 
The number of voters shall be reduced by the number of 
ballot envelopes sct aside under this subdivision. An absentee 
ballot envelope is defective only if it is neither sworn nor 
witnessed, if it is not signed by the voter or if the affidavit 
supporting the absentee ballot envelope has such a number of 
technical errors that the board of canvassers is doubtful of the 
legal effect of the affidavit. 

3. They shall then examine the container or bag containing 
the ballots to be certain it has not been tampered with, 
opened, or opened and resealed. Any irregularities or possible 
tampering with the container or bag shall be noted. 

4. When the container or bag has been checked, it shall be 
opened and the contents removed. The board of canvassers 
shall, without examination other than is necessary to deter­
mine that each is a single ballot. count the number of ballots 
therein,excluding ballots removed unders. 7.51 (2) (e). Then, 
for each opened absentee ballot envelope that was laid aside 
as defective lDlder subd. 2, the board of canvassers shall, 
without inspection, randomly draw onc absentee ballot from 
the container or bag. In differentiating absentee ballots from 
other ballots, the board of canvassers shall presume that a 
ballot initialed only by the mlDlicipal clerk, the executive 
director of the board of elections commissioners or a deputy 
cleric or secretary is an absentee ballot. If there are more 
defective absentee ballot envelopes than there are probable 
absentee ballots, all of the probable absentee ballots shall be 
removed from the container or bag. Additional ballots shall 
be removed only if the number of remaining ballots still 
exceeds the number of voting electors recorded under subd. 19 
reduced by the number of defective envelopes set aside under 
subd. 2. All ballots removed shall not be counted, but shall be 
marked as to the reason for their removal, set uide and 
carefully preserved. If the number of ballots still exceeds the 
number of voters. the board of canvassers shall place all 
ballots face up to check for blank ballots. Any blank ballots 
shall be so marked. set aside and carefully preserVed. If the 
number of ballots still exceeds the number of voters reduced 
by the number of defective envelopes set aside under subd. 2, 
the board of canvassers shall place all ballots face down to 
check the initials. Any ballot not properly initialed by 2 
inspectors or any absentee ballot not properly initialed by the 
municipal clerk, the executive director of the board of clee· 
tion commissioners or a deputy clerk or secretary shall be 
temporarily set aside and the board of canvassers shall, 
without inspection, randomly draw from these ballots as 
many as are necessary to reduce the number of ballots to 
equal the number of voters. Any ballots removed for lack of 
initials shall not be counted but shall be marked, set aside and 
carefully preserved. If the number of ballots still exceeds the 
number of voters reduced by the number of defective enve­
lopes set aside under subd. 2, the remaining ballots shall be 
returned to the container or bag and the board of canvassers 
shall draw a number of ballots equal to the excess number of 
ballots by chance and without inspection from the container 
or bag. These ballots shall not be counted but shall be marked 
as having been removed by the canvassers on recount due to 
an excess number of ballots, set aside and carefully preserved. 

S. When the number of ballots and voters agree, or aner 
noting that the number of voters exceeds the number of 
ballots, the board of canvassers shall return all ballots to be 
counted to the ballot box and shall tum the ballot box in such 
manner as to thoroughly mix the ballots. The recount shall 
then begin. 

Sm. Except as otherwise provided in this section, the 
recount shall be conducted in accordance with S. 7.51. 

6. In recounting the votes cast on a voting machine in 
which the record of the votes cast is contained in the machine, 
the board of canvassers shall make a record of the number of 
the seal, ifany, the number of the protective counter or other 
device, if one is provided, and shall open the recording 
compartment of the machine, and without unlocking the 
machine against voting, shall recount the votes thereon. If the 
machine is an electronic voting machine utilizing a detachable 
record of votes cast, the record shall be retabulated under S. 

5.90. 
7. When a machine is recounted, the board of canvassers 

shall proceed to inspect and examine the machine showing 
the votes cast for each office or referendum specified in the 
petition, and shall make a record of the votes for that office or 
referendum as shown on that voting machine, which they 
shall certify as correct, in the presence of at least one witness. 

g. If upon the recount it is found that the original canvass 
of the returns has been correctly made from a voting machine 
and that a discrepancy still remains lDlaccounted for, the 
board of canvassers shall publicly lDllock the voting and 
counting mechanism of the machine, and shall proceed to 
examine and test the machine to determine the cause of the 
discrepancy in returns from the machine. A similar test shall 
be performed for electronic voting machines to ascertain 
whether there is any malflDlction in the machine. Af\er the 
completion of the examination and test, the board of canvass· 
ers shall prepare a statement giving the results of the exami­
nation and test. The statement shall be witnessed by at least 
one witness. 

,8m. Where a voting machine or electronic voting system is 
used, and an error in the vote total as shown on the machine 
or record of votes cast is clearly apparent, the board of 
canvassers may change the vote total as shown by the 
machine or system and certify or use a different total to 
certify a different result than is indicated by the machine or 
system if there is evidence of a specifIC malfunction in the 
machine or system, ifthe malflDlction could reasonably have 
caused the error, and if clear and convincing evidence exists 
which indicates the exact actual total number of votes cast. 
The burden of demonstrating that a vote total shown on a 
machine or record of votes cast is incorrect rests with the 
party seeking to change the recorded result on the basis of 
clear and convincing evidence. 

9. If upon the recount it appears that the original canvass 
of the returns by the election officials was incorrect, the 
statements and detenninations of the board of canvassers 
shall be corrected accordingly. 

10. Recounts at pollingplaoes utilizing an electronic voting 
system in which ballots are distributed to electors shall be 
performed in aa:ordance with the procedure for recolDlting 
paper ballots insofar as applicable, except as provided in S. 

5.90. Recounts at polling places utilizing electronic voting 
machines shall be performed in accordance with the proce­
dure for recounting votcs cast on mechanical voting ma­
chines, insofar as applicable, except as provided in S. 5.90. 

II. All steps of the recount shall be performed publicly. All 
materials and ballots may be viewed and identified by the 
candidates, the person demanding the recount and their 
authorized representatives and counsel, but only members of 
the board of canvassers and tabulators assisting them may 
touch any of the materials or ballots. The candidates, the 
person demanding the recount and their authorized repre­
sentatives and counsel may object to the counting of any 
ballot. Any errors shall be corrected. 

• 
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(2) Nonce. TO CANDIDATES. When the recount concerns an 
election for an office, the clerk or body with whom the 
petition is filed shall promptly prepare a copy of the petition 
for delivery to each opposing candidate for the same office 
whose name appears on the ballot. In a recount proceeding 
for a partisan primary, the clerk or body shall prepare a copy 
of the petition for delivery to each opposing candidate for the 
same party nomination for the same office. to each opposing 
candidate for the party nomination of each other party for 
the same office and to each independent candidate qualifying 
to have his or her name placed on the ballot for the suc­
ceeding election. The clerk or body shall then promptly 
deliver the copies of the petition to the sheriIT, who shall 
promptly deliver the copies of the petition to each candidate 
at the address given on the candidate's nomination papers, 
without fee. in the manner provided for service of a summons 
in civil actions. 

(3) REPRESENTATION AND ODseRV4TJON. The petitioner, all 

opposing candidates and interested persons shall be entitled 
to be present in penon and by counsel to observe the 
proceedings. 

(4) RIGHT TO COMPlEIl! ROCOUNT. Whenever a recount 
petition for part of the wards within a jurisdiction or district. 
or for part of the municipalities within a district where there 
are no wards, is med under this section, the opposing 
candidate. or any voter or other interested party including a 
municipality if on a referendum question, may similarly file a 
petition for recount in any or all of the remaining wards or 
municipalities in the jurisdiction or district. The petition shall 
be med not later than S p.m. 2 days aner the board of 
canvassers completes the first recount. The proper board of 
canvassers shall reconvene at 9 a.m. on the next business day 
following the ming of the petition and proceed to recount the 
ballots in all wards or municipalities specified and to other­
wise review the allegations of fact contained in the petition. 
Any errors shall be corrected. 

(5) OATHS; MINU11!S; W1TNESS F1!l!S; TABULATORS; TIMINO; 
PUBLlCAnON. (a) The board of canvassers shall kccpcomplete 
minutes of all its proceedings. The minutes shall include a 
record of objections and oITers of evidence. If the board of 
canvassers receives exhibits from any party. it shall number 
and prcservethe exhibits. The board of canvassers shall make 
specific findings of fact with respec:tto any irregularity raised 
in the petition or discovered during Ihe recount. Any member 
of the board of canvassers may administer oaths. certify 
offICial acts and issue subpoenas for purposes of this section. 
Witness fees shall be paid by the county. In the case of the 
board of state canvassers, witness fees shall be paid by the 
elections board. 

(b) The board of canvassers conducting a recount may 
select and employ tabulators to assist it in its dutics. Tabula­
tors shall perform their duties under the direction of the 
board of canvassers. Only the members of the board of 
canvassers are competent to make any determination as to 
the validity of any vote tabulated. Compensation of tabula­
tors shall be determined under s. 7.03. 

(c) If the recount is made by a municipal or county board 
of canvassers and the result is required to be reported to a 
county board of canvassers or to the board of state canvass­
ers, the board of canvassers making the initial recount shall 
immediately certify the results to the county board of can­
vassers or board of state canvassers. If a counly board of 
canvassers receives such results. it shall then convene not later 
than 9 a.m. on the next business day following receipt to 
examine the returns and determine the results. If the board of 
state canvassers receives such reSUlts, it shall convene not 
later than 9 a.m. on the 3rd business day following receipt to 

examine the returns and determine the results. but if that day 
is carlier than the latest meeting day permilled for that 
election under s. 7.70 (3) (a), the board of state canvassers 
may convene not later than the day specified in s. 7.70 (3)(a). 

(d) Whenever publication of an original determination is 
required, the county or municipal clerk shall publish the 
recount determination in the same manner. 

(6) ApPHAL TO CIRCUIT COURT. (a) Within S business days 
anercompletion oflhe recount determination by the board of 
canvassers in all counties concemed. or within S business 
days aner completion of the recount determination by the 
board of state canvassers whenever a determination is made 
by that body, any candidate, or any elector when for a 
referendum, aggrieved by the recount may appeal to circuit 
court. The appeal shall commence by serving a written notice 
of appeal on the other candidates and persons who filed a 
wrillen notice of appearance before each board of canvassers 
whose decision is appealed. or in the case of a statewide 
recount, before the board of state canvassers. The appellant 
shall also serve notice on the elections board if the board or 
state canvassers is responsible for determining the election. 
The appellant shall serve the notice by certified mail or in 
person. The appellant shall file the notice with the clerk of 
circuit court together with an undertaking and surety in the 
amount approved by the court. conditioned upon the pay­
ment of all costs taxed against the appellant. 

(h) If an appeal is filed from a recount determination in an 
election which is held in more than one judicial circuit, the 
chier judge or the judicial administrative district in which the 
election is held shall consolidate all appealJ relating to that 
election and appoint a circuit judge. who shall be a reserve 
judge if available, to hear the appeal. Ifthe elcelion is held in 
more than one judicial administrative district. the chief justice 
of the supreme court shall. make the appointment. 

(7) COURT PROCEDURl!S; COSTS. (a) The court with whom an 
appeal is med shall forthwith issue an order directing each 
affected county or municipal clerk or board to transmit 
immediately all ballots, papers and records atTecting the 
appeal to the clerk of court or to impound and secure such 
ballots, papers and records, or both. The order shall fix a 
place and a time for the hearing within S days of the order 
either in open court. at chambers or berore a referee. The 
order shall be served upon each aITected county or municipal 
cterk or board and all other candidates and persons who filed 
a written notice of appearance before any board of canvassers 
involved in the recount. A reference may be ordered upon any 
question. At the assigned time and place, the mailer shall be 
summarily heard and determined and costs taxed u in other 
civil actions. 

(b) The appeal shall be heard by a judge without a jury. 
Within 10 days after an appeal is med, the appellant shall file 
a complaint enumerating with specifocityevery alleged irregu­
larity, defect, mistake or fraud commilled during the recount. 
The appellant shall me a copy of the complaint with each 
person who is entitled to receive a copy of the order under 
par. (a). The court shall promptly require an answer from the 
other parties to the appeal. The court shall hold a hearing on 
the mailer within I S days of the date that the answer is filed. 
Those provisions of chs. 80 I to 806 which are inconsistent 
with a prompt and expeditious hearing do not apply to 
appeals under this section. 

(8) SolP. OF REVIew. Unless the court finds a ground for 
setting aside or modifying the determination of the board of 
canvassers, it shall affirm the determination. The court shall 
separately treat disputed issues of procedure, interpretations 
of law and findings of fact. The court may not receive 
evidence not oITered to the board of canvassers except for 
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evidence that was unavailable to a party exercising due 
diligence at the time of the recount or newly discovered 
evidence that could not with due diligence have been obtained 
during the "",ount. and except that the court may roccive 
evidence not ofTered at an earlier time because a party was not 
represented by counsel in all or part of a recount proceeding. 
A party who fails to object or fails to offer evidence ofa defect 
or irregularity during the recount waives the right to object or 
offer evidence before the court except in the case of evidence 
that was unavailable to a party exercising due diligence atthe 
time of the recount or newly discovered evidence that could 
not with due diligence have been obtained during the recount 
or evidence received by the court due to unavailability of 
counsel during the recount. The court shall sct aside or 
modify the determination if it finds that the board of canvass­
ers has erroneously interpreted a provision of law and a 
correct interpretation compels a particular action. If the 
determination depends on any fact found by the board of 
canvassers, the court may not substitute its judgment for that 
of the board ofcanva.ssers as to the weight of the evidence on 
any disputed finding of fact. The court shall set aside the 
determination if it finds that the determination depends on 
any finding of fact that is not supported by substantial 
evidence. 

(9) ApPIlAL 10 COURT OF APPIlALS. (a) Within 30 days aner 
entry ofthe order of the circuit court. a party aggrieved by the 
order may appeal to the court of appeals. 

(b) If an appeal is filed in respect to an election which is 
held in more than one court of appeals district. the chief 
justice of the supreme court shall consolidate all appeals 
relating to thatelcction and designate one district to hear the 
appeal. except that if an appeal is filed in respect to an 
election for statewide office or a statewide referendum. the 
appeal shall be heard by the 4th district court of appcals. 

(c) The court of appeals shall give precedence to the appeal 
over other matters not accorded similar precedence by law. 

(10) STANDARD FORMS AND METHODS. The elections board 
shall prescribe standard forms and procedures for the making 
of recounts under this section. 

(11) ExCLUSJVI! REM1!DY. This section constitutes the exclu­
sive judicial remedy for testing the right to hold an elective 
offICe as the result of an alleged irregularity. defect or mistake 
committed during the voting or canvassing process. 

HIItcwy: 1971 (:. 2S1; 1971 c. 304 s. 29(2); 1911 c. 336; 1973 c. 313; 1973 Co 
334 ... 23 0026. 57; 1975c ... I.,U2; 1977c. ]!Ms.'); 1977c:."27; 1979c. ~ 
1979 Co 260 II.. 66 to 68, 93; 1979c. 311,355; 1983 L 183; 1983 L ....... 172(3); 
1983 L 538; 1985 L 304; 1987 L 391; 1989 L 192. 

Cha11cn.se of compliance with procnJum (or &hlmt vOlin, is within 
board', jurisdiction. Absmt connivance. rraud or undue innuence. lubstantial 
compliance with ltaIutory volin, proccdurn is IUrrtcimL Appeal From Re­
count in Ekdion Contest. lOS W (ld)"68. 313 NW (ld) 869 (Ct. App. 1981). 

Sub. (8) doc:sn't require party asainsl whom hoard rules to object 10 
board', determination to preserve issue for judicial review. OiITord v. Colhy 
School 0; .... 143 w (ld) !II. 421 NW (2d) 8S2 (Ct. App. 1988~ 

Post-clcdion cliaibility chalknsnarc properly hroupt unckr 
thi.ll:Clion. Loaerquist v. Nucwaupre Canvassrn., 150 W (ld) 901, 442 NW 
(ld) SSt (Ct App. 1989~ 

9.10 Recall. (1) RIGHT TO RECALL; PI!TIT10NSIGNATURES. (a) 
The qualified electors of the state. of any county. city. village. 
town. of any congressional. legislative. judicial or school 
district. or of any prosocutorial unit may petition for the 
recall of any incumbent elective official by filing a petition 
with the same official or agency with whom nomination 
papers or declarations of candidacy for the office are filed 
demanding the recall of the officeholder. 

(b) Except as provided in par. (c). a petition for "",all ofa 
state. congressional. legislative. judicial or county officer 
shall be signed by electors equal to at least 2S% of the vote 
cast for the offacc of governor at the last election within the 

same district or territory as that of the officeholder being 
recalled. Except as provided in par. (c). a petition for the 
recall of a city. village. town or school district officer shall be 
signed by electors equal to aticast2S% ofthe vote cast for the 
office of president at the last election within the same district 
or territory as that of the officeholder being ....,.lIed. 

(c) If no statistics are available to calculate the required 
number of signatures on a petition for recall of an officer. the 
number of signatures shall be determined as follows: 

I. The area of the district in square miles shall be divided 
by the area of the municipality in square miles in which it lies. 

2. The vote for governor or president. as required. at the 
last general election in the municipality within which the 
district lies shall be multiplied by 25"10 of the quotient 
determined under subd. 1 to determine the required number 
of signatures. 

3. If a district is in more than one municipality. the method 
of determination under subds. I and 2 shall be used for each 
part of the district which constitutes only a fractional pari of 
any area for which election statistics are kCPL 

(d) The official or agency with whom declarations of 
candidacy are filed for each office shall determine and certify 
to any interested person the number of signatures required on 
a recall petition for that office. 

(2) PErmON RI!QIlIREMI!NTS. <a) Every recall petition shall 
have on the face at the top in bold print the words "RECALL 
PETITION". Other requirements as to preparation and form 
of the petition shall be governed by s. 8.40. 

(b) A ....,.11 petition for a city. village. town or school 
district office shall contain a statement of a reason for the 
recall which is related to the official responsibilities of the 
official for whom removal is sought. 

(c) A petition requesting the recall of each elected offICer 
shall be prepared and filed separately. 

(d) No petition may be otTered for filing for the recall of an 
officer unless the petitioner first files a registration statement 
under S. 11.0S (1) or (2) with the filing officcr with whom the 
petition is filed. The petitioner shall append to the registra' 
tion a statement indicating his or her intent to circulate a 
recall petition. the name of the officer for whom ....,.11 is 
sought and. in the case of a petition for the recall of a city, 
village. town or school district officer. a statement of a reason 
for the recall which is related to the official responsibilities of 
the official for whom removal is sought. No petitioner may 
circulate a petition for the recall of an offICer prior to 
completing registration. The last date that a petition for the 
recall of a state. congressional. legislative. judicial or county 
officer may be offered for filing is S p.m. on the 60th day 
commencing after registration. The last date that a petition 
for the recall of a city. village. town or school district officer 
may be offered for filing is S p.m. on the 30th day commenc· 
ing after registration. After the recall petition has been 
offered for filing, no name may be added or removed. No 
signature may be counted unle .. the date of the signature is 
within the period provided in this paragraph. 

(e) An individual signature on a petition sheet may not be 
counted if: 

I. The signature is not dated. 
2. The signature is dated outside the circulation period. 
3. The signature is dated aner the date of the notarization 

contained on the petition sheet. 
4. The residency of the signer of the petition sheet cannot 

be determined by the address given. 
S. The signature is that of an individual who is not a 

resident of the jurisdiction or district from which the elective 
official being recalled is elected. 

• 
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6. The signer has been adjudicated not to be a qualified 
elector on grounds of incompetency or limited incompetency 
as provided in s. 6.03 (3). 

7. The signer is not a qualified elector by reason of age. 
8. The circulator knew or should have known that the 

signer, for any other reason, was not a qualified elector. 
(em) No signature on a petition sheet may be counted ir: 
I. The petition sheet circulator rails to sign the affidavit or 

circulator. 
2. The residency orthe circulator cannot be determined by 

the inrormation given on the petition. 
3. The notary or person authorized to administer the oath 

rails to sign the jurat or the affidavit or circulator. 
4. The title orthe individual, other than a notary, adminis­

tering the oath u not listed. 
S. The notary commission or term of office of the individ~ 

ual administering the oath has expired. 
(I) The filing officer or agency shall review a verified 

challenge to a recall petition ifit is made prior to certification. 
(g) The burden or proor ror any challenge rests with the 

individual bringing the challenge. 
(h) Any challenge to the validity or signatures on the 

petition shall be presented by affidavit or other supporting 
evidence demonstrating a failure to comply with statutory 
requirements. 

(i) Tr a challenger can establish that a person signed the 
recall petition more than once, the 2nd and subsequent 
signatures may not be counted. 

(j) Tr a challenger demonstrates that someone other than 
the elector signed for the elector, the signature may not be 
counted. unless the elector is unable to sign due to physical 
disability and authoriud another individual to sign in hu or 
her behalr. 

(k) Ira challenger demonstrates that the date or a signature 
is altered and the alteration changes the validity or the 
signature. the signature may not be counted. 

(L) Ir a challenger establishes that an individual is ineligi­
ble to sign the petition, the signature may not be counted. 

(m) No signature may be stricken on the basis that the 
elector was not aware or the purpose or the petition, unless 
the purpose was misrepresented by the circulator. 

(n) No signature may be stricken irthe individual adminis-­
tering the affidavit or circulator docs not date the jurat. 

(0) Irthe date or administering the oath predates the date 
or a signature, the signature is invalid. Ir the date or adminis­
tering the oath u shown to be incorrect and the date postdates 
the date or a signature. the signature is valid. 

(p) Ir a signature on a petition sheet u crossed out by the 
petitioner berore the sheet is offered ror filing. the elimination 
orthe signature docs not affect the validity or other signatures 
on the petition sheet. 

(q) Challenges are not limited to the categories set rorth in 
pars. (i) to (L). 

(r) A petitioner may file affidavits or other proorcorrecting 
insufficiencies, including but not limited to: 

I. An expired notary commission date. 
2. Failure or a notary to sign the petition. 
3. Failure to indicate the duration or a notary commission 

or title or an office. 
4. Failure or the circulator to sign an affidavit. 
S. Failure or the circulator to include all ncc:cssary 

inrormation. 
(s) No petition ror recall or an officer may be orrered ror 

filing prior to the expiration or one year aner commenCement 
or the term or office ror which the officer is elected. 

(3) STATE, COUNTY, CONGRESSIONAL, LEGtSLAnvt! AND JUDI­

etAL omCES. (a) Thu subsection applies to the recall or all 

elective officials other than city, village, town and school 
district officials. City, village. town and school district offi­
cials are recalled under sub. (4). 

(b) Within 10 days aner the petition is orrered ror filing. the 
officer against whom the petition is filed may file a written 
challenge with the official. spccirying any alleged insuffi­
ciency. Ira challenge is filed, the petitioner may file a written 
rebuttal to the challenge with the official within S days aner 
the challenge is filed. Ir a rebuttal u filed. the officer against 
whom the petition u filed may file a reply to any new matter 
raised in the rebuttal within 2 days aner the rebuttal u filed. 
Within 14 days aner the expiration or the time allo"'" ror 
filing a reply to a rebuttal, the official shall file the certificate 
or an amended certificate. Within 31 days arter the petition u 
orrered ror filing, the official with whom the petition u 
orrered ror filing shall determine by carerul examination 
whether the petition on its race is sufficient and so state in a 
certificate attached to the petition. Irthe official finds that the 
amended petition u sufficient, the official shall file the 
petition and call a recallelcction to be held on the Tuesday or 
the 6th week commencing an .. the date or filing or the 
petition. IrTucsday u a legal holiday, the rcc:allelection shall 
be held on the first day aner Tuesday which is not a legal 
holiday. Ir the official finds that the petition is insufficient, 
the certificate shall state the particulars creating the insuffi­
ciency. The petition may be amended to correct any insuffi­
ciency within S days rollowing the affixing or the original 
certificate. Within S days aner the orrering or the amended 
petition ror filing, the official with whom the petition u filed 
shall again carerully examine the race or the petition to 
determine sufficiency and shall attach a certificate stating the 
findings. Upon showing or good cause, the circuit court ror 
the county in which the petition u orrered ror filing may grant 
an extension or any or the time periods provided in thu 
paragraph. 

(bm) Within 7 days an .. an official makes a final determi­
nation or sufficiency or insufficiency or a recall petition under 
par. (b), the petitioner or the officer against whom the recall 
petition is filed may file a petition for a writ of mandamus or 
prohibition with the circuit court ror the county where the 
recall petition u orrered ror filing. Upon filing or such a 
petition, the only matter berore the court shall be whether the 
recall petition is sufficient. The court may stay the errect or 
the official's order while the petition is under advisement and 
may order the official to revise the election schedule con­
tained in the order ir a rcvUcd schedule u necessitated by 
judicial review. Whenever the recall petitioner files a petition 
under this paragraph, the officer against whom the recall 
petition is filed shall be a party to the proc:ccding. The court 
shall give the matter precedence over other matte .. not 
accorded similar precedence by law. 

(c) The official against whom the recall petition is filed 
shall be a candidate at the recall election without nomination 
unless the official resigns within 10 days aner the original 
filing or the petition. Candidates ror the office may be 
nominated under the usual procedure or nomination for a 
special election by filing nomination papers not later than S 
p.m. on the 4th Tuesday preceding the election and have their 
names placed on the ballot at the recall election. 

(d) Jr more than 2 persons compete ror a nonpartisan 
office, a recall primary shall be held. The names or the 2 
persons receiving the highest number or votcs in the recall 
primary shall be certified to appear on the ballot in the recall 
election. but if any person receives a majority of the total 
number or votes cast in the recall primary, a recall election 
shall not be held. Jr the incumbent receives a majority or the 
votes cast. the incumbent shall be retained in office ror the 
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remainder of the tenn. Tranother candidate rea::ivesa major. 
ity orthe votes cast,that candidate shall be elected to serve ror 
the residue of the unexpired tenn of the incumbent. Write·in 
votes are permitted only at a recall primary or at a recall 
election in which no primary is held. 

(e) For any partisan office, a recall primary shall be held 
ror each political party which is entitled to a separate ballot 
under s. S.62 (I) (b) or (2) and rrom which more than one 
candidate competes for the party's nomination in the recall 
election. The primary ballot shall be prepared in accordance 
with s. S.62, insorar as applicable. The person receiving the 
highest number of votes in the recall primary for each 
political party shall be that party's candidate in the recall 
election. Independent candidates shall be shown on the ballot 
ror the recall election only. 

(I) Ir a recall primary is required, the date specified under 
par. (b) shall be the date or the recall primary and the recall 
election shall be held on the Tuesday or the 4th week 
commencing aner the recall primary or, ir that Tuesday is a 
legal holiday, on the first day aner that Tuesday which is not 
a legal holiday. 

(4) CnY, VILUGI!, TOWN AND SCHOOL DISTRICT OFFICES. (a) 
Wilhin 10 days aner a petition rorthe recall or a city, village, 
lOwn or school district official, is oITered for filing, the officer 
against whom the petition is filed may file a written challenge 
with the municipal clerk or board of election commissioners 
or school district clerk with whom it is filed, specirying any 
alleged insufficiency. Ira challenge is filed, the petitioner may 
file a written rebuttal to the challenge with the clerk or board 
of election commissioners within S days aOer the challenge is 
filed. Ir a rebuttal is filed, the officer against whom the 
petition is filed may file a reply to any new matter raised in the 
rebuttal within 2 days aner the rebuttal is filed. Within 14 
days aOer the expiration of the time allowed for filing a reply 
to a rebuttal. the clerk or board of election commissioners 
shall file the certificate or an amended certificate. Within 31 
days aner the petition is olTered ror filing, the clerk or board 
of election commissioners shall determine by careful exami­
nation of the face of the petition whether the petition is 
sufficient and shall so Slate in a certificate attached to the 
petition. If the petition is found to be insufficient. the 
certificate shall state the particulars creating the insufficiency. 
The petition may be amended to correct any insufficiency 
within S days rollowing the affixing orthe original certificate. 
Within 2 days aner the olTering or the amended petition ror 
filing, the clerk or board or election commissioners shall 
again carefully examine the face of the petition to determine 
sufficiency and shall attach to the petition a certificate stating 
the findings. Immediately upon finding an original or 
amended petition sufficient, except in cities over 500,000 
population, the municipal clerk or school district clerk shall 
transmit the petition to the governing body or to the school 
board. Immediately upon finding an original or amended 
petition sufficient. in cities over 500.000 population. the 
board of election commissioners shall file the petition in its 
office. 

(d) The governing body, school board or board or election 
commissioners upon receiving the certificate shall call an 
election on the Tuesday or the 6th week commencing arter the 
date or the certificate. IrTuesday is a legal holiday, the recall 
election shall be held on the first day arter Tuesday which is 
not a legal holiday. 

(e) The official against whom the recall petition is filed 
shall be a candidate at the recall election without nomination 
unless the official resigns within 10 days arter the date or the 
certificate. Candidates for the office may be nominated under 
the usual procedure or nomination for a special election by 

filing nomination papers or declarations or candidacy not 
later than S p.m. on the 4th Tuesday preceding the election 
and have their names plaoed on the ballot at the recall 
election. 

(I) Ir more than 2 persons compete ror an office, a recall 
primary shall be held. The names or the 2 persons receiving 
the highest number or votes in the recall primary shall be 
certified to appear on the ballot in the recall election, but ir 
any person receives a majority or the total number or votes 
cast in the recall primary, a recall election shall not be held. Ir 
the incumbent receives a majority of the votes CBSt. the 
incumbent shall be retained in office ror the remainder orthe 
tenn. Ir another candidate receives a majority or the votes 
cast, that candidate shall be elected to serve ror the residue or 
the unexpired term of the incumbent. Write-in votes are 
permitted only at a recall primary or at a recall election in 
which no primary is held. 

(g) Ir a recall primary is required, the date specified under 
par. (d) shall be the date of the recall primary and the recall 
election shall be held on the Tuesday or the 4th week 
commencing aner the recall primary or, ir that Tuesday is a 
legal holiday, on the first day aner that Tuesday which is not 
a legal holiday. 

(h) All candidates ror any town or village office, other than 
the official against whom the recall petition is filed, shall file 
nomination papers. regardless of the method of nomination 
or candidates ror town or village office under s. 8.0S. 

(5) VOTtNO ME11tOD; ELECTION RESULTS. (a) The recall 
primary or election or more than one official may be held on 
the same day. Jr more than one official or the same office 
designation elected at large ror the same term rrom the same 
district or territory is the subject or a recall petition, there 
shall be a separate election contest ror the position held by 
each official. Candidates shall designate which position they 
are seeking on their nomination papers. Instructions shall 
appear on the ballot to electors to vote ror each position 
separately. 

(b) The official against whom a recall petition has been 
filed shall continue to perrorm the duties or his or her office 
until a certificate of election is issued to his or her successor. 
The person receiving a plurality orvotes at the recall election 
or a majority or votes at a primary when authorized under 
sub. (3) (d) or (4) (I) shall be declared elected for the 
remainder orthe term. Ir the incumbent receives the required 
number of votes he or she shall continue in office. Except as 
provided in sub. (4)(1), iranother person receives the required 
number orvotes that person shall suoceed the incumbent irhe 
or she qualifies within 10 days aner receiving a certificate or 
election. 

(6) LIMITAnON ON RECALL ELECT10NS. Aner one recall 
petition and recall election. no rurther recall petition may be 
filed against the same official during the term ror which he or 
she was elected. 

(7) PuRPOSI!. The purpose or this section is to racilitate the 
operation or article XIII, section 12, or the constitution and 
to extend the same rights to electors of cities, villages. towns 
and school districts. 

Hiltory: 1971 Co 187 •. 1)4; 1971 c. 403, .... 7; 1979C'. 260; 1983 L 219. 491. 
538; 19', a. 304; 1981 •. 391; 1989 •• 31, 192; 1991 •. 269.315. 

Strikinl entire pale" of sil"atu1'CS (or OM invalid lipatvrC' YiolatcI electo­
rate'.rilht to recall. Slahovic: Y. Rajchd. 122 W (ld) 370. 363 NW(2d) 143(CL 
App. I."~ . 

This acction apptiellO mcmtltr. orConpna. 68 Atty. Om. 140. 

9.20 Direct leglllaUon. (1) A number or electors equal to at 
least I SO/ .. of the votes cast for governor at the last general 
election in their city or village may sign and file a petition with 
the city or village clerk requesting that an attached proposed 
ordinance or resolution, without alteration. either be adopted 

• 
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by the common councilor village board or be referred to a 
vote of the eloctors. The individual filing the petition on 
behalf of the eloctors shall designate in writing an individual 
to be notified of any insufficiency or improper form under 
sub. (3). 

(2) The preparation and form of the direct legislation 
petition shall be governed by s. 8.40. 

(2m) After the petition has been olTered for filing, no name 
may be erased or removed. No signature may be considered 
valid or counted unless the date is less than 60 days before the 
date olTered for filing. 

(3) Within 15 days aner the petition is filed, the clerk shall 
determine by careful examination whether the petition is 
sufficient and whether the proposed ordinance or resolution 
is in proper form. The clerk shall state his or her findings in a 
signed and dated certificate allached to the petition. If the 
petition is found to be insufficient or the proposed ordinance 
or resolution is not in proper fonn, the certificate shall give 
the paniculars, stating the insufficiency or improper form. 
The petition may be amended to correct any insufficiency or 
the proposed ordinance or resolution may be put in proper 
form within 10 days following the affixing of the original 
cenificate and notification of the individual designated under 
sub. (I). When the original or amended petition is found to be 
sufficient and the original or amended ordinance or resolu· 
tion is in proper form, the clerk shall so state on the allached 
certificate and forward it to the common councilor village 
board immediately. 

(4) The common councilor village board shall, without 
alteration. either pass the ordinance or resolution within 30 
days following the date of the clerk's final cenificate, or 
submit it to the electors at the next spring or general election. 
if the election is more than 6 weeks after the date of the 
council's or board's action on the petition or the expiration or 

the JO-day period, whichever first occurs. If there are 6 weeks 
or less before the election, the ordinance or resolution shall be 
voted on at the next election thereafter. The councilor board 
by a thrce-founhs vote or the members..,lect may order a 
special election for the purpose of voting on the ordinance or 
resolution at any time prior to the next election. but not more 
than one spccialeloction for direct legislation may be ordered 
in any ().month period. 

(5) The clerk shall cawe notice of the ordinance or resolu­
tion that is being submilled to a vote to be given as provided 
in s. 10.06 (3) (t). 

(6) The ordinance or resolution need not be printed in its 
entirety on the ballot, but a concise statement of its nature 
shall be printed together with a question permilling the 
elector to indicate approval or disapproval of its adoption. 

(7) If a majority vote in favor of adoption, the proposed 
ordinance or resolution shall take elToct upon publication 
under sub. (5). Publication shall be made within 10 daysafter 
the election. 

(8) City ordinances or resolutions adopted under this 
section shall not be subject to the veto power of the mayor 
and city or village ordinances or resolutions adopted under 
this section shall not be repealed or amended within 2 years of 
adoption except by a vote of the cleeton. The common 
councilor village board may submit a proposition to repeal 
or amend the ordinance or resolution at any election. 

Hiltor)': 1977 c. 102; 1983 •. 484; 1989 a. 191, 273. 
This ltCtion im~ts Icplative powen rcsenoed by the pco~. Subject 

to certain conditions. common council hu no authority to make mitia! jud,· 
ment of the constitutionality Of validity ~ propolCd direct lcaisJation. Stale n 
m. Althowe v. Madison. 79 W (ld) 97, lSS NW (2d) 449. 

PropcaI that is administratM. rathC'r than klislati¥e in character. it not 
proper subject ofinitiacivcproco:dinp. State ell reT. Bederv. CommonCOUfto. 
ai, 101 W (ld) 680. lOS NW (ld) 171 (Ct. App. 1981). 

city clerk hu mandatory duty to rorward to common council. sufrlCient 
petition and ordinanc:e in proper form. SLa\C C'I reI. North v. Ooetz. 116 W (ld) 
239.342 NW (ld) m (et. App. 1983). 
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CHAPTER 10 

ELECTION DATES AND NOTICES 

10.01 
10.02 
10.03 
IO.Ge 
10.OS 
10,06 
10.07 

10.S' 
10.51 
10.53 

SUBCHAPTER I 
ELECTION NOTICES 

Election notice (onn. 
Type B nodcc content. 
CrOll rercm'ICCI required. 
NC'Wllpapn' ICIcctKm and rcca. 
Pmtinl Of notice. 
Buic dcd.ion notic:n. 
Combination of nolien: cosL 

SUBCHAPTER II 
SCHEDULE OF OATES 

Election oc::currmceI Hilina: "planation. 
Election oa:urrmcn lillina; nuctuationl. 
Revisor to eorm:t lisanp. 

SUBCHAPTER I 

ELECTION NOTICES 

10.01 ElecUon notice form. (1) The rorm or the various 
election notices shall be prescribed by the board 10 standard· 
ize election notices. To accomplish this purpose. the board 
shall make rules and dran whate .. r rorms it considers 
necessary. Notification or ccnification lists of candidates or 
rererenda questions sent to the county clerks shall prescribe 
the rorm in which the county clerks shall publish the relevant 
portions of the notice and any additional county offices and 
rererenda questions. The board shall also prescribe the provi· 
sions ror municipal notices which shall be senlto each county 
clerk who shall immediately forward them to each municipal 
clerk. 

(2) For election purposes there shall be 5 basic types or 
notices. modified as necessary to apply to the various elee:· 
tions, which shall be published in substantially the same ronn 
as prescribed by the board. The 5 types or nolices are: 

<a) Type A-The type A notice shall be entitled ·'Notice or 
Election". The notice shall list the date ohheelection. For an 
election to fill any office. the notice shall list each office to be 
filled and the incumbent ror each; the length or the term or 
each office and the expiration date of the term; and the 
beginning date ror circulating. the place and deadline ror 
filing declarations or candidacy and nominalion papers, 
where required, ror each office listed and the date or the 
primary election. if required. If a redistricting since the most 
recent election makes the description of the incumbent's 
Ofl"1CC or limited uscrulncss, the notice may contain supple· 
mentary information describing the territory in which an 
election is to be held. For an election at which a referendum is 
held, the notice shall contain the text or the question and a 
statement specifying where a copy of the resolution directing 
submission of the question may be obtained. Whenever an 
election is noticed to be held within a districl, the notice shall 
contain a statement specifying where information concerning 
district boundaries may be obtained. The type A notice shall 
be published once by the county clerk or each county ror each 
national. state or county election, and once by the clerk of 
each municipality or special purpose district for each munici· 
pal or special purpose district election. at the times designated 
in s. 10.06 . 

(b) Type B-The type B notice shall include the relevant 
racsimile ballots and the relevant ponions or voting instruc· 
tions to electors under s. 10.02 for each office or referendum 
and shall speciry the dale or the election. In counties or 

10.62 
10.64 
10.66 
10.61 
10.70 
10.12 
10.7. 
10.16 

10.71 
10.10 

10.82 

Electiona boud: apr1n1 primary and cIcdion. 
County clerk; 'prin, primary and ekaion. 
Muntc;pal ckTk and JOWTftml body; spina primary and dcc:tion. 
Candidau.; .prinl primary and elmion. 
Public; and smcraI prcmsionl; aprina primary and election. 
E}miD .. board: Septnnbn primary and ,cnenl election. 
County dert; September primary and amen! election. 
Municipal (led: and aowrNna body; September primary and JIm­...l_. 
CandMl_ SepImIb« primary and ....... _. 
Po .... and ...... " pnm.;o..; SepImIb« prima.,. and ....... 

election. 
Sp:NI primary and election. 

municipalities where an electronic voting system employing a 
ballot label and ballot card is used. the notice shall include the 
inronnation specified in s. 5.94. The type B notice shall be 
published once by the county clerks. and ror primaries and 
other elections in municipalitics or special purpose districts, 
once by the clerk or the municipality or special purpose 
district on the day prcocding each primary and other election. 

(c) Type C-The type C notice shall be entitled "Notice or 
Rererendum". The notice shall be given whenever a rereren­
dum i. held. The notice shall contain the date or the rereren· 
dum, the entire text or the question and the proposed 
enactment, ifany, as well as an explanatory statement of the 
effect of either a "ycs" or UOlno" vote. For state questions. the 
statement shall be prepared by the allomey general. For 
county questions. the statement shall be prepared by the 
corporation counsel. For other questions, the statement shall 
be prepared by the allomey ror the jUrisdiction in which the 
question is submitted. County clerks and. for questions 
submilled by municipalities or special purpose districts. the 
clerk or the municipality or special purpose district shall 
publish the type C notice once at the same time that the type B 
notice is published. The type C notice shall be printed in the 
newspaper as close as possible to that portion or the type B 
notice showing the racsimile rererendum ballot. 

<d) Type D-The type 0 notice shall state the hours the 
polls will be open and the polling places to be utilized at the 
election or shall include a concise stalement or how polling 
place inrormation may be oblained. In cities o .. r 500,000 
population, the board or election commissioners shall deter· 
mine the form of the notice. In other municipalities and 
special purpose districts. the clerk or the municipality or 
special purpose district shall gi .. the polling place inrorma· 
tion in the manner the governing body of the municipality or 
special purpose district decides will most effectively inrorm 
the electors. The type 0 notice shall be published by the 
municipal clerk or board of election commissioners of each 
municipality once on the day berore each spring primary and 
election. each special national, state. county or municipal 
election at which the electors of that municipality are entitled 
to vote and each September primary and general election. 
The clerk or each special purpose districi which calls a special 
election shall publish a type 0 notice on the day berore the 
election. and the day before the special primary. ifany, except 
as authorized in s. 8.55 (3). 

(e) Type E-The type E nOlice shall state the qualifications 
ror abscnlee vOling,lhe procedures ror obtaining an absentee 
ballot in the case or regislered and unregistered voler., and 
the places and the deadlines ror application and return or 



75 

application. The municipal clerk shall publish a type E notice 
on the 4th Tuesday preceding each spring primary and 
election. on the 4th Tuesday preceding each September 
primary and general election. on the 4th Tuesday preceding 
the primary roreach special national. state, county or munici­
pal election if any. on the 4th Tuesday preceding a special 
county or municipal referendum. and on the 3rd Tuesday 
preceding each special national. statc. county or municipal 
election to fill an office which is not held concurrently with 
the spring or general election. The clerk of each special 
purpose district which calls a special election shall publish a 
type E notice on the 4th Tuesday preceding the primary for 
the special election. if any. on the 4th Tuesday preceding a 
special referendum. and on the 3rd Tuesday preceding a 
special election for an offICe which is not held concurrently 
with the spring or general election except as authorized in s. 
8.55 (3). 

Hiltory: 1973c. 334 .. 57; 1975 c. 21!5; 1979<:.260.311; 1983 L 484; 1985 
L 304; 1981 L 391; 1989 •. 31. 

10.02 Type B naUe. cantenL (1) Before any election an 
appropriate type B notice shall be published in substantially 
the form prescribed by the board at the times prescribed in s. 
10.06. The type B notice shall include the following relevant 
sections and be within the guidelines established in this 
section. 

(2) (a) The headline or caption. the introductory paragraph 
and the voting instructions shall be printed once at the 
beginning of the notice followed by a facsimile of each ballot 
to be used at the election. The headline or caption shall be 
conspicuously displayed. but the caption together with the 
necessary spacing above and below shall not exceed I 1/4 
inches in depth. The introductory paragraph and voting 
instructions shall be set solid in the type of the regular reading 
matter of the newspaper but no smaller than S II2.point nor 
larger than IO-point type. 

(b) Following the introductory paragraph. but preceding 
the facsimile ballot notice. shall appear the statement of 
information to electors in the form prescribed in sub. (3). 

(c) The facsimile ballots shall follow the voting instruc­
tions. The size and style oftype and the general display of the 
facsimile ballots shall be prescribed by the board and sball 
conform to the form prescribed by the board unders. 7.08 (1) 
(a). The party columns shall not exceed 2-1/6 inches in width 
and the ballot size may be reduced. Voting machine facsimile 
ballots shall show a reduced diagram of the front of the 
voting machine and instructions to electors on how to vote on 
the machine. If the ballots in the wards or election districts 
within a county or municipality are identical but for the 
names of different candidates. districts or seats, the facsimile 
ballot may show the ballot for one ward or election district. 
accompanied by a list of candidates. districts and seats to be 
voted upon in the other wards or election districts. 

(3) The notice shall contain the following: 
FACSIMILE BALLOT NOTICE 

OF .... ELECnON 
Office of .... [County) [Municipal) Clerk. 

To the Electors of .... [County) [Municipality): 
Notice is hereby given of a .... election to be held in the 

several wards in the [countY1 [municipality] of ..... on the .... 
day of ..... 19 ... at which the officers named below shall be 
chosen. The names of the candidates for each office to be 
voted for. whose nominations have been certified to or filed in 
this office. are given under the title of the office and under the 
appropriate party or other designation, each in its proper 
column, together with the questions submitted to a vote, in 
the sample ballot below. 

INFORMATION TO ELECTORS 

DATES AND Nonca '0.02 

Except where a different statement is prescribed by the 
board for use in whole or in part by municipalities using 
electronic voting systems under s. S.95, the yoting instruc­
tions shall be given substantially as follows: 

(a) Upon entering the polling place. an elector shall give his 
or her name and address before being permitted to yote. 
Where ballots are distributed to electors. the initials of 2 
inspectors must appear on the ballot. Upon being permitted 
to yote, the elector shall retire alone to a voting booth or 
machine and cast his or her ballot. except that an elector who 
is a parent or guardian may be accompanied by the elector's 
minor child or minor ward. An election official may inform 
the elector of the proper manner for casting a vote. but the 
official may not in any manner advise or indicate a particular 
voting choice. 

(b) 1. If an elector wishes to vote for all candidates 
nominated by any party. the elector shall make a cross (X) in 
the circle or depress the lever or button under the party 
designation printed at the top of the ballot. Unless a natne bas 
been erased or crossed out. another name written in. a cross 
made to the right of a candidate for the same office in another 
column or a sticker applied, a cross in the circle at the top of 
the column is a vote for all the party's candidates listed in the 
column. If an elector does not wish to vote for all the 
candidates nominated by one party. the elector shall make a 
cross (X) in the square at the right of or separately depress the 
levers or buttons next to each candidate's natne for whom he 
or she intends to vote. or shall insert Dr write in the name of a 
candidate. 

2. At a special partisan primary. the elector shall select the 
party ballot of his or her choice and shall make a cross (X) in 
the square at the right of or depress the lever or button next to 
the candidate's name ror each office ror whom the elector 
intends to vote, or shall insert or write in the name or the 
elector's choice ror a candidate. 

2m. At the September primary. the elector shall select the 
party ballot of his or her choice or the ballot containing the 
names of the independent candidates for state office. and 
make a cross (X) in the square at the right of or depress the 
lever or button next to the candidate's name for each office 
for whom the elector intends to Yote or insert or write in the 
name of the elector's choice for a party candidate. if any. In 
order to qualify for participation in the Wisconsin election 
campaign fund. a candidate for state office at the September 
primary. other than a candidate for district attorney. must 
receive at least 6% of all votes cast on all ballots for the office 
ror which he or she is a candida~ in addition to other 
requirements. 

3. When casting a presidential preference vote. the elector 
sball select the party ballot of his or her choice and make a 
cross (X) in the square at the right of or depress the button or 
lever next to the candidate's name for whom he or she intends 
to vote or shall. in the alternative. make a cross (X) in the 
square at the right of or depress the button or lever next to the 
words "Uninstructed delegation". or sball write in the name 
of his or her choice for a candidate. 

4. At a nonpartisan primary. the elector shan make a cross 
(X) in the square at the right of or depress the button or lever 
next to the candidate's name for each office for whom he or 
she intends to yote. or insert or write in the name of his or her 
choice for a candidate. 

(c) In presidential elections. the elector shall make a cross 
(X) in the square at the right of or depress the button or lever 
next to the set of candidates for president and vice president 
for whom he or she intends to vote. TIle vote shall be counted 
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for all the candidates for presidential electors of those 
candidates. 

(d) On referenda questions. the elector shall make a cross 
(X) in the square at the right of or depress the button or lever 
next to the answer which he or she intends to give. 

(e) The vote should not be cast in any other manner. If the 
elector spoils a ballot, he or she shall return it to an election 
ofT'lCial who shall issue another in its place. but not more than 
3 ballots shall be issued to anyone elector. If the ballot has 
not been initialed by 2 inspectors or is defective in any other 
way. the elector shall return it to the election official. who 
shall issue a proper ballot in its place. Not more than S 
minutes' lime shall be allowed inside a voting booth or 
machine. Unofficial ballots or a memorandum to assist the 
elector in marking his or her ballot may be taken into the 
booth and copied. The sample ballot shall not be shown to 
anyone SO as to reveal how the ballot is marked. 

(I) After an official paper ballot is marked. it shall be 
folded so the inside marks do not show but so the printed 
endorsements and inspectors' initials on the outside do show. 
Aner casting his or her vote. the elector shall leave the voting 
machine or booth, and where paper ballots 8rc distributed to 
the electors. deposit his or her folded ballot in the ballot box 
or deliver it to an inspector for deposit in the box, and shall 
leave the polling place promptly. 

(g) An elector may select an individual to assist in casting 
his or her vote if the elector declares to the presiding official 
that he or she is unable to read. has difficulty reading. writing 
or understanding English or that due to disability is unable to 
cast his or her ballot. The selected individual rendering 
assistance may not be the elector's employer or an agent of 
that employer or an officer or agent of a labor organization 
which represents the elector. 

(h) The following is a facsimile of the official ballot: (insert 
facsimile of ballot) 

....• (County Clerk) 
(Municipal aerk) 

Hbtory: 1971 c:. )(M L 29 (2); 1973 c:. )34 L 51; 1975 c:. a5, 199; 1971 c:. 
101.427 ..... 7; 1979c:. )11; 19a1 c:. 3n; 1913 L 414 a. 119. 172 (3); 1915 L 304; 
1989 L 31. 

10.03 Cro •• reference. required. Whenever possible the 
complete election notice shall appear on a single page of the 
newspaper. If this is impracticable. a footnote in 12.point 
caps shall indicate the page where the notice is continued. At 
the top of each succeeding page. or column of the notice. shall 
appear in 12·point caps and figures the notation. "For 
in~~rmation to Electors and other facsimile ballots. sec page 

10.04 Newspaper lelecllon and leel. (1) Election notices 
required by law to be published may be published only in 
newspapers qualified under ch. 98S. 

(2) (a) County clerks shall publish election notices in all 
newspapers published within the county that qualify under 
ch. 98S unless the county board provides otherwise by 
resolution. 

(b) The board of election commissioners or governing 
body of a municipality may authorize by resolution the 
publication of election notices in more than one newspaper. 
The resolution may name the newspapers in which all election 
notices shall appear. 

(3) (a) Whenever. in chs. S to 12. provision is made for the 
publication of a notice on a specific date and a weekly 
newspaper is chosen. the notice shall appear in that newspa· 
per's closest preceding issue. Whenever. in chs. S to 12. 
provision is made for the publication of a notice on the day 
before an election and the county or municipal clerk who is 
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responsible for publishing the notice determines that. due to 
the method of delivering newspapers in the municipality. 
more effective notice will be provided by publication at an 
earlier date. the municipal clerk may publish the notice not 
carlier than 3 days before the election. 

(b) Whenever. in chs. S to 12. provision is made for 
publication of an election notice by more than one insertion, 
this may be done (in counties over 200.000 population) by 
publication in one or more newspapers on the dates pre­
scribed or in different newspapers at least equal in number to 
the number of insertions required. When different newspa· 
pers are used. the publications shall always be in each 
newspaper's latest issue preceding the last given date for 
publishing that notice. 

(4) Compensation for publishing all notices may not 
exceed that authorized for legal notices under s. 98S.08. 

HilIOr)': 1977 c:. 427; 1979 c:. a9; 1915 L 304. 

10.05 PosUng 01 noUce. Unless specifically designated e\sc­
where, this section applies to villages, tOWl'lS and school 
districts. Whenever a notice is required to be published. a 
village. town or school district may post 3 notices in lieu of 
publication under ch. 98S whenever there is not a newspaper 
published within the village, town or school district or 
whenever the governing body of the village. town or school 
district chooses to post in order to supplement notice pre>­
vidcd in a newspaper. Whenever the manner or giving notice 
is changed by the governing body. the body shall give notice 
of the change in the manner used before the change. When· 
ever posting is used. the notices shall be posted no later than 
the day prescribed by law for publication. or if that day falls 
within the week preceding the election to be noticed. at least 
one week before the election. All notices given for the same 
election shall be given in the same manner. 

HalOr)': 19'7 L 391. 

10.06 Balle alacllon notice .. (1) ELECTIONS BOARD. (a) On 
or before November IS preceding a spring election the board 
shall send a type A notice to each county clerk. 

(c) As soon as possible aner the deadline for filing nomina· 
tion papers for the spring election. but no later than the 2nd 
Tuesday in January. the board shall send a type B notice 
certifying the list of candidates to each county clerk if a 
primary is required. 

(e) As soon as possible following the state canvass of the 
spring primary vote. but no later than the first Tuesday in 
March. the board shall send a type B notice certifying to each 
county clerk the list of candidates for the spring election. 
When no primary is held. this notice shall be sent under par. 
(c). The board shall also in any case send a certified list of 
candidates under s. II.SO to the state treasurer pursuant to s. 
7.08 (2) (c). When there is a referendum. the board shall send 
type A and C notices certifying each question to the county 
clerks as soon as possible. but no later than the first Tuesday 
in March. 

(I) On or before the 2nd Tuesday in May preceding a 
September primary and general election the board shall send 
a type A notice to each county cleric. 

(h) As soon as possible aner the deadline for determining 
ballot arrangement for the September primary on the 3rd 
Tuesday in July. the board shall send a type B notice to each 
county clerk certifying the list of candidates for the Septem· 
ber primary. 

(i) As soon as possible after the state canvass. but no later 
than the 4th Tuesday in September. the board shall send a 
type B notice certifying the list of candidates and type A and 
C notices certifying each question for any referendum to each 
county clerk for the general election and a certified list of 
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candidates under s. 11.50 to the state treasurer pursuant to s. 
7.08 (2) (c). 

(2) COUNTY CLERKS. (a) On the 4th Tuesday in November 
preceding a spring election each county cleric shall publish a 
type A notice based on the notice received from the board for 
all state offices to be filled at the election by any electors 
voting in the county and a similar notice incorporating any 
county offices. 

(b) Upon receipt or the type B notice rrom the board 
preceding the spring election each county cleric shall add any 
county offices, prepare the ballots and send notice to each 
municipal cleric orthe coming spring primary. When there is 
no state spring primary within the county, but there is to be a 
county spring primary, the county cleric shall prepare the 
ballots and send notice to each municipal cleric. 

(d) On the Monday preceding the spring primary, when 
held, the county cleric shall publish a type B notice. 

(e) Upon receipt or the type B notice rrom the board each 
county cleric shall add any county offices and rererenda, 
prepare the ballots and send notice to each municipal cleric or 
the coming spring election. 

(I) On the 4th Tuesday preceding the spring election, the 
county cleric shall publish a type A notice or any state or 
county rererendum to be held at the election. 

(g) On the Monday preceding the spring election, the 
county cleric shall publish a type B notice containing the same 
inrormation prescribed in par. (a). [n those years in which a 
presidential prerercnce primary is held, the county cleric shall 
also publish notice or the primary. [n addition, the county 
cleric shall publish a type C notice on the Monday preceding 
the spring election ror all state and county rererenda to be 
voted upon bY electors or the county. 

(gm) On the last Tuesday in May the county cleric shall 
send notice or the coming September primary and general 
election to each municipal clerk. 

(h) On the first Tuesday in June preceding a September 
primary and general election. the county cleric shall publish a 
type A notice based on the notice received rrom the board ror 
all national and state offices to be filled at the election by any 
electors voting in the county and incorporating county 
offlCCS. 

{j} On the Monday preceding the September primary the 
county cleric shall publish a type B notice. 

(Ic) Upon receipt or the type B notice rrom the board 
preceding the general election, the county cleric shall add 
county offices and rererenda, ir any, and send notice to each 
municipal cleric of the coming general election and prepare 
the ballots. 

(L) On the 4th Tuesday preceding the gencralelection, the 
county cleric shall publish a type A notice or any state or 
county referendum to be held at the election. 

(m) On the Monday preceding the general election the 
county clerk shall publish a type B notice containing the same 
inrormation prescribed in par. (h). [n addition, the county 
cleric shall publish a type C notice on the Monday preceding 
the general election for all state and county referenda to be 
voted upon by electors or the county. 

(n) On the 4th Tuesday preceding any special primary or 
election for national, state or county office. or any special 
county rererendum, the county cleric shall publish a type A 
notice. On the day preceding any special primary or election 
ror national, state or county office, the county cleric shall 
publish a type B notice. On the day preceding a special county 
rererendum, the county cleric shall publish type Band C 
notices ror the rerercndum. 

(3) MUNICIPAL CLERKS. (a) On the 4th Tuesday in Novem­
ber preceding a spring municipal election the municipal cleric 
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shall publish one type A notice ror municipal offices. Publica­
tion shall be on the rollowing day irTuesday is a holiday. 

(am) As soon as possible roliowing the deadline ror filing 
nomination papers for any municipal election when there is 
to be an election for a county or state office or a county or 
statewide referendum. but no later than 2 days after such 
deadline, the municipal cleric or each municipality in which 
voting machines or ballots containing the names of candi· 
dates for both local offices and national. state or county 
offices are used shall ccrtiry the list or candidatcs ror munici­
pal office to the county cleric ir a primary is required, unless 
the municipality prepares its own ballots under s. 7.15 (2) (c). 

(as) On the 4th Tuesday preceding the spring primary, 
when held, the municipal cleric shall publish a type E notice. 
[n cities and viliages, the municipal cleric shall publish a type 
A notice on the 4th Tuesday preceding the spring primary or 
any direct legislation questions to be voted on at the primary. 

(b) [r there is to be a municipal primary, the municipal 
cleric shall publish a type B notice on the Monday berore the 
primary election. [n cities and villages, the municipal cleric 
shall publish a type C notice on the Monday berore the 
primary election or any direct legislation questions to be 
voted on at the primary. 

(bm) As soon as possible rollowing the municipal canvass 
or the primary vote or the municipal caucus when there is to 
be an election for a county or state office or a county or 
statewide rererendum, but no later than 2 days after such 
date, the municipal cleric or each municipality in which voting 
machines or ballots containing the names of candidates for 
both local offICeS and national, state or county offices are 
used shall certiry the list or candidates ror municipal office 
and municipal rererenda appearing on the ballot to the 
county cleric, unless the municipality prepares its own ballots 
under s. 7.15 (2}(c). 

(bs) On the 4th Tuesday preceding the spring election, the 
municipal cleric shall publish a type E notice. Ir there are 
municipal rcrerenda, the municipal cleric shall publish a type 
A notice or the rererenda at the same time. 

(c) On the Monday berorethe spring election, the munici­
pal cleric shall publish a type B notice and a type 0 notice. [r 
there are municipal rererenda, the municipal cleric shall 
publish a type C notice at the same time, 

(em) On the 4th Tuesday preceding the September primary 
and general election, when held, the municipal cleric shall 
publish a type E notice. Trthere are municipal rererenda, the 
municipal cleric shall publish a type A notice orthe rererenda 
at the same time. 

(d) On the Monday preceding the general election, the 
municipal cleric shall publish a type 0 notice. [r there are 
municipal rererenda, the municipal cleric shall publish type B 
and C notices at th·e same time. 

(e) When electronic or mechanical voting machines or 
electronic voting systems employing a ballot card or label are 
used in a municipality at a municipal election. the municipal 
cleric shall publish a type B notice on the Monday berore the 
election. The notice shall include all offices and questions to 
be voted on at the election. The cost or this notice shall be 
shared under s. 5.68 (2) and (3). 

(I) At least 40 days prior to any special primary or election 
ror municipal office, the municipal cleric shall publish a type 
A notice. On the 4th Tuesday prior to any special primary ror 
national, state, county or municipal office, the municipal 
cleric shall publish a type E notice. On the 3rd Tuesday prior 
to any special election for national, state, county or municipal 
office which is not held concurrently with the spring or 
general election, the municipal cleric shall publish a type E 
notice. On the 4th Tuesday prior to any special county 
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referendum. the municipal clerk shall publish a type E notice. 
On the 4th Tuesday prior to any special municipal referen· 
dum. the municipal clerk shall publish type A and E notices. 
On the day preceding any special primary or election for 
municipal office, or any special municipal referendum, the 
municipal clerk shall publish a type B notice. The municipal 
clerk shall publish a type C notice on the day preceding a 
special municipal referendum. On the day preceding any 
special primary or election for national, state. county or 
municipal office. or a special county or municipal referen­
dum. the municipal clerk shall publish a type 0 notice. 

(4) 0nI1!R CLBIIICS. (a) Unless otherwise provided. on the 
4th Tuesday in November preceding an election for any office 
other than a national. stale. county or municipal office. the 
clerk of the jurisdiction in which the election is held shall 
publish a type A notice. 

(b) Unless otherwise provided. at least 40 days prior to any 
special primary or election for any office other than a 
national. state, county or municipal office. the clerk of the 
jurisdiction which calls the primary or election shall publish a 
type A notice. 

(c) On the 4th Tuesday prior to any referendum other than 
a county or municipal referendum. the clerk of the jurisdic· 
tion which calls the referendum shall publish a type A notice. 

(d) On the 4th Tuesday prior to any special primary for any 
aITace other than a national. state. county or municipal office. 
the clerk of the jurisdiction which calls the election for which 
the primary is held shall publish a type E notice. 

(e) On the 3rd Tuesday prior to any special election for an 
office other than a national. state. county or municipal office 
which is not held concurrently with the spring or general 
election. the clerk of the jurisdiction which calls the election 
shall publish a type E notice. 

(I) On the 4th Tuesday prior to any special referendum 
other than a county or municipal referendum, the cleric of the 
jurisdiction which calls the referendum shall publish a type E 
notice. 

(g) On the day preceding any primary or election for any 
off ace other than a national, state, county or municipal office, 
the clerk of the jurisdiction in which the primary or election is 
held shall publish a type B notice. 

(h) On the day preceding any special primary or election 
for any office other than a national, state, county or munici­
pal office, the clerk of the jurisdiction which calls the election 
shall publish a type 0 notice. 

(i) On the day preceding any referendum other than a state. 
county or municipal referendum, the clerk of the jurisdiction 
which calls the referendum shall. publish type B and C 
notices. 

Hlllory: 1973 c. 280; 1973 Co 33-41. 57; 1975 c. 275. 0422: 19n Co 107.340, 
"27; 1979 Co 260. 311; 19.3 L ..... ; 1985 a. 304. 332; 19'7 a. 391; 1989 L 273. 

10.07 Combtnallon 01 nollces; cool. (1) Except as provided 
in sub. (2) in the case of voting machine ballots. whenever any 
county clerk or municipal or school district clerks within the 
same county are directed to publish any notice or portion of a 
notice under this chapter on the same date in the same 
newspaper. the text of which is identical. the clerks may 
publish one notice only. The cost of publication of such 
notice or the portion of the notice required shall be appor· 
tioned equally between the county and each municipality or 
school district sharing in its publication. 

(2) When a voting machine ballot or ballot to be used with 
an electronic voting system includes 2 or more levels of 
government. the cost of giving the type B notice shall be 
prorated under s. S.68 (3). 

H!.aery: 19n c. 427; 1979c.311; I98Sa. 304 a. l3Om.1S6. 

SUBCHAPTER n 

SCHEDULE OF DATES 

78 

10.51 E'ecllon occurrence.II.llng; •• pl.n.llon. This sub­
chapter contains listings of election occurrences in chrono­
logical order by date according to the position .or persons 
involved with the specific actions or notices to be performed 
or given. 

(1) All the listings contained in this subchapter relate to 
other provisions of the statutes which are referred to in each 
paragraph of these listings. 

(2) Sections 10.62 to 10.82 are intended as a timetable 
guide and check list to certain election procedure require­
ments. and shall not be considered substantive law. 

(3) In case of any connict between IS. I 0.62 to 10.82 and the 
substantive statutes to which such sections refer, or the 
original acts of the legislature on which said substantive 
statutes are based. the substantive statute or the original act 
of the legislature shall control. 

H~aa.,: 1973 c. 334 I. 28; Stab. 1973 L 10.51. 

10.52 Eleellon occurrence. 1I001ng; OuctueUon •• In IS. 

10.62 to 10.82. each subsection is arranged in chronological 
order with each occurrence listed in the month it is most likely 
to happen. Due to calendar fluctuations. there will be times 
when these occurrences will happen in a different month than 
listed and may occur in a different sequence than as shown. 

H~tory; 1973 c. 334 .. 28; Stab. 1973 L 10.52-

10.53 Revisor 10 eorreelll.llng •• In preparing each edition 
of the statutes for publication the revisor shall. if the revisor 
finds that a connict exists between the listings in IS. 10.62 to 
10.82 and the substantive statutes to which such sections 
refer. correct the listing in this subchapter to properly reflect 
the intent of said substantive statute or of the act of the 
legislature on which the substantive statute is based. 

(1) For any correction made by the revisor under the 
authority of this section. the revisor shall prepare a note 
explaining the correction and such note shall be printed with 
the affected listing in this subchapter. 

(2) If the revisor makes any correction under the authority 
of this section, the revisor shall incorporate the change in a 
revisor's correction bill to be submitted to the legislature at its 
ne.t regularly scheduled meeting. 

(3) Whenever a new act of the legislature requires a 
position or person to give an election notice or to perform a 
specir.c action in connection with any election, but such act 
fails to create an appropriate paragraph for inclusion within 
the listings in this subchapter. the revisor shall create and 
print the appropriate paragraph in compliance with this 
section. 

H~1Ory: 1973 c. 334; 1991 •. 32-

10.62 Eleellon. board; .prlng prlmery end .lecUon. The 
following subsections set forth. in chronological order. dates 
relating to the spring primary and election or occurrences 
during the spring period which affect the elections board. 

(1) NOVEMBER. (a) No later than NOI'f!m~r 15. On or before 
November I S the board sends a type A notice of the spring 
election to the county clerks. See s. 10.06 (I) (a). 

(1m) DeCEMBI!R. (a) December I. December I is the earliest 
date that nomination papers may be circulated for candidates 
running in the spring election. See s. 8.10 (2). 

(2) JANUARY. (a) First Tuesday in January. I. S p.m .. on the 
first Tuesday in January. or the next day if Tuesday is a 
holiday. is the deadline for candidates for state office at the 
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spring election to file nomination papers and a declaration of 
candidacy with the hoard. See 55. 8.10 (2) and (S) and 8.21. 

2. S p.m., on the first Tuesday in January, or the next day if 
Tuesday is a holiday, is the deadline for eligible candidates for 
statc office to file applications to participate in the Wisconsin 
election campaign fund. See s. 11.s0 (2) (a). 

(b) 2nd Tu.sdDy in January. As soon as po55ible aner the 
deadline for filing nomination papers. but no later than the 
2nd Tuesday in January, the hoard sends the county clerks 
notice of any required primary and includes the certified list 
of candidates. See s. 10.06 (I) (c). 

(c) January 17. No later than January 17,the board mails 
to each candidate for state office or such person's campaign 
treasurer, to each committee or individual supporting or 
opposing a candidate and to each group or individual sup­
poning or opposing a statewide referendum who is registered 
with it, fornu for the continuing report. See s. 11.21 (2). 

(I) 22 dtr)'. prior '0 primary. No later than 22 days prior to 
the spring primary, the board mails to each candidate for 
state office or such person's campaign treasurer, and to each 
committee or individual supporting or opposing a candidate 
who is registered with it, forms for the pre-primary report. 
See s. 11.21 (2). 

(gm) lAs, Tuesday in Januar}'. On the last Tuesday in 
January in presidential election years, the commillee to 
determine the candidates for the presidential preference pri­
mary convenes. See s. 8.12 (I) (b). 

(gs) FridiJy a!,,, los' Tuesday in January. On the Friday 
after the last Tuesday in January in presidential election 
years, the hoard contac15 each person who has been nomi­
nated for president. See s. 8.12 (I) (d). 

(h) January 31. No earlierthan January I and no laterthan 
January 31, the hoard shall receive continuing reports by 
candidates for state office, by commillees and individuals 
supporting or opposing such candidates and by groups and 
individuals supporting or opposing a statewide referendum. 
See s. 11.20 (4). 

(3) FEBRUARY. (a) February I. No special election may be 
scheduled aner February I and before the date of the spring 
election. See s. 8.S0 (intro.). 

(am) Beginning on February I. I. The board sends notice to 
delinquents offailure to comply with filing requirements. See 
s. 11.21 (13). 

2. The hoard makes a list of delinquents available for 
public inspection. See s. 11.21 (10). 

(e) Las, U dDy. beJore primary. The hoard shall receive 
reports of late contributions of $SOO or more by candidates 
for state office or committees or individuals supporting or 
opposing such a candidate, and reports oflate disbursements 
exceeding $20 by commillees or individuals supporting or 
opposing a candidate for state office during the last 14 days 
before the spring primary. See s. 11.12 (S) and (6). 

(I) U,o 8 dDy.beJore primary. No earlier than 14 days and 
no later than 8 days before the primary, the hoard shall 
receive election reports by candidates for state office and by 
committees and individuals supporting or opposing such 
candidates. See s. 11.20 (2). 

(g) Beginning 7 dDy. beJore primary. I. The hoard sends 
notice to delinquents of failure to comply with filing require­
ments. See s. 11.21 (13). 

2. The hoard makes a list of delinquents available for 
public inspection. See s. 11.21 (10). 

(h) 3rd Tuesday in February. I. The 3rd Tuesday in 
February is the day of the spring primary. See s. S.02 (22). 

2. The 3rd Tuesday in February is the last day to remove a 
candidate's name from the presidential preference ballot. See 
s. 8.12 (I)(d). 
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3. S p.m. on the 3rd Tuesday in February is the deadline for 
any person seeking endorsement by the national convention 
of a political party for the office of president to submit a 
petition to the board for placement on the presidential 
preference ballot. See s. 8.12 (I) (c). 

(hm) 4,h Tuesday in February. I. 4:30 p.m .. on the 4th 
Tuesday in February, is the deadline for any write-in candi­
date for justice or state superintendent who is certified to 
appear on the spring election ballot to file an application to 
participate in the Wisconsin election campaign fund. See s. 
II.SO (2) (a). 

2. The 4th Tuesday in February is the deadline for any 
candidate seeking to participate in the Wisconsin election 
campaign fund to file a special financial report with the 
board. See s. I I. SO (2)(c). 

(j) 3 dDy. aJ,.r primary resul" received. I. At S p.m. on the 
3rd business day following the day on which the hoard 
receives the last statement from a county board of canvassers 
for the primary is the deadline to demand a recount. See s. 
9.01 (I)(a). 

2. At9 a.m .. on the day following the last day for filingofa 
recount petition. the board of canvassers reconvenes to begin 
the recount procedure. See s. 9.01 (I) (b). 

3. S p.m., 2 days aner completion of the first recount, is the 
deadline to demand a recount in any remaining wards or 
municipalities. See s. 9.01 (4). 

4. No later than S business days aner the recount determi­
nation aggrieved parties may appeal to circuit court. See s. 
9.01 (6) (a). 

(4) MARCH. (a) 2nd TuesdDy after primary. On or before the 
2nd Tuesday aner the spring primary the hoard of state 
canvassers meets. See s. 7.70 (3) (a). 

(b) First TuesdD}' in March. 2. As soon as possible after the 
state canvass but no later than the first Tuesday in March the 
board sends the county clerks a type B notice and type A and 
C notices, when necessary, of the spring election. See s. 10.06 
(I) (e). 

4. No later than the first Tuesday in March, the hoard 
sends a certified list of candidates who are eligible to partici­
pate in the Wisconsin election campaign fund to the stale 
treasurer. See s. 7.08 (2) (c). 

(I) 22 dD}'. prior '0 elee,ion. No later than 22 days prior to 
the spring election, the hoard mails to each candidate for state 
office or such person's campaign treasurer, to each committee 
or individual supporting or opposing a candidate and to each 
group or individual supporting or opposing a statewide 
referendum who is registered with it. forms for the pre­
election report. See s. 11.21 (2). 

(j) Las, 14 dDy. beJore elee/ion. The hoard shall receive 
reports of late contributions of SSOO or more by candidates 
for state office or committees or individuals supporting or 
opposing such a candidate, and by groups and individuals 
supporting or opposing statewide referenda and reports of 
late disbursements exceeding 520 by commillees and individ­
uals supporting or opposing a candidate for state office 
during the last 14 days before the spring election. See 55. 11.12 
(5) and (6) and 11.23(6). 

(k) 14'08 da},.beJoreelec,ion. No earlierthan 14 days and 
no later than 8 days before the election, the hoard shall 
receive election reports by candidates for state office, by 
committees and individuals supporting or opposing such 
candidates, and by groups and individuals supporting or 
opposing statewide referenda. See s. 11.20 (2). 

(L) Beginning 7 dDy. beJore elee,ion. I. The hoard sends 
notice to delinquents of failure to comply with filing require­
ments. See s. 11.21 (13). 
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2. The board make. a list of delinquents available for 
public inspection. See s. 11.21 (10). 

(5) APRIL. (a) Fiw Tuesda}' in April. The first Tuesday in 
April is the day of the spring election. See s. S.02 (21). 

(c) 3 da}'s after .Iect;on results recei.'ed I. At S p.m. on the 
3rd business day following the day on which the board 
receives the last statement from a county board of canvassers 
for the election is the deadline to demand a recount. See s. 
9.01 (I) (a). 

2. At 9 a.m .• on the day following the last day for filing of a 
recount petition. the board of canvassers reconvenes to begin 
the recount procedure. See s. 9.01 (I) (b). 

3. S p.m .. 2 days aner completion ofthe first recount. is the 
deadline to demand a recount in any remaining wards or 
municipalities. See s. 9.01 (4). . 

4. No later than S business days aner the recount determi­
nation aggrieved panics may appeal to circuit court. See s. 
9.01 (6) (a). 

(6) MAY. (c) May 15. I. May IS is the deadline for the 
board to notify the statc chairperson of each recognized 
political party of the results of the presidential preference 
vote. See s. 8.12 (3). 

2. May I S is the latest date the board of state canvassers 
may meet to canvass the spring election. See s. 7.70 (3) (a). 

3. Following the canvass. the board issues the certificates 
of election. See s. 7.70 (S) (a). 

(7) JUNE. (a) 90 days after primary. Most spring primary 
election materials may be destroyed 90 days aner the spring 
primary. See s. 7.23. 

(8) JULY. (a) 90 da}'s after .I<ct;on. Most spring election 
materials may be destroyed 90 days after the spring election. 
See s. 7.23. 

(b) 3 y.ars after any .I<ct;on. Records transferred to the 
board by any former registrant who has submitted a dissolu­
tion report may be destroyed 3 years after the last election in 
which the registrant participated. See 55. 11.12 (3) and 11.23 
(3). 

(c) 6 years after any election. Financial reports may be 
destroyed 6 years aner any election. See ss. 7.23 (I) (d) and 
11.21 (lI)(a). 

(e) 10 years after any .1<Ction. Official canvasses may be 
destroyed 10 years aner the election to which they relate. See 
s. 7.23 (I) (i). 

Hblorr. 1971 c. J04 .. 29 (2); 1973 c. 2"3, 280; 1973 c. 3).4 .. 29; 1973 c. 
339; Slats. 1973 s. 10.62; 1915 c. 420; 1911 c ..... 8; 1919 c. 35"; 1981 c. 31" .. 
I"~ 1983 a. 36, 539; 1985 L JJ3u. I to II, 11); 1981 a. "04; 1989 •. 368. 

10.64 County cleric; spring primary and elacUon. The 
follOWing subsections set forth. in chronological order, dates 
relating to the spring primary and election or occurrences 
during the spring period which alTect the county clerk. 

(1) NOVEMBER. (b) 4th TuesdJJy in No,·ember. On the 4th 
Tuesday in November. the county clerk publishes a type A 
notice of the spring election. See s. 10.06 (2) (a). 

(1m) DECI!MBER. (a) December I. December I is the .. rliest 
date that nomination papers may becirculated for candidates 
running for office in the spring election. See s. 8.10 (2). 

(2) JANUARY. (a) 1st TW!sda}' in January. S p.m .• on the first 
Tuesday in January. or the next day if Tuesday is a holiday. is 
the deadline for candidates for county office at the spring 
election to file nomination papers and a declaration of 
candidacy with the county clerk. See ss. 8.0S (3) (a) and (4) 
(b). 8.10 (2) and (S) and S.21. 

(b) January 17. No laterthan January 17. the county clerk 
mails to each candidate for county office or such person's 
campaign treasurer, to each committee or individual support­
ing or opposing a candidate and to each group or individual 
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supporting or opposing a local referendum who is registered 
with the clerk forms for the continuing report. See s. 11.22 (3). 

(e) lAst TlII!sday in January. On the last Tuesday in 
January the county clerk upon receipt of the notice from the 
board prepares the ballots and gives notice to all municipal 
clerks that there will be a primary. See s. 10.06 (2) (b). 

(I) 22 da}'S prior to primary. I. No later than 22 days prior 
to the spring primary. the county clerk mails to each candi­
date for county office or such person's campaign treasurer. 
and to each committee or individual supporting or opposing 
a candidate who is registered with the clerk. forms for the pre­
primary report. See s. 11.22 (3). 

2. 22 days before the spring primary. the county clerk 
distributes ballou and blanks prescribed by the board to the 
municipal clerks in the county. See s. 7.10 (3) (a). 

(g) January Ito 31. No earlierthan January I and no later 
than January 31. the county clerk shall receive continuing 
reports by candidates for county office. by committees and 
individuals supporting or opposing such candidates and by 
groups and individuals supporting or opposing a local refer­
endum. See s. 11.20 (4). 

(3) FEBRUARY. (a) F.brllDTY I. No special election may be 
scheduled aner February I and before the date of the spring 
election. See s. 8.S0 (intro.). 

(am) Beginning on Februar}·I. I. The clerk sends notice to 
delinquents of failure to comply with filing requiremenu. See 
s. 11.22 (9). 

2. The clerk makes a list of delinquents available for public 
inspection. See s. 11.22 (S). 

l. The clerk notifies the district attorney or attorney 
general of delinquencies. See ... 11.22 (4).11.60(4) and 11.61 
(2). 

(d) lAst 14 dJJys before primary. The county clerk shall 
receive reports of late contributions of SSOO or more by 
candidates for county office or committees or individuals 
supporting or opposing such a candidate. and reports of late 
disbursements exceeding 520 by committees or individuals 
supporting or opposing a candidate for county office during 
the last 14 days before the spring primary. Sees. 11.I2(S) and 
(6). 

(e) 2nd Monday before primary. No earlier than 14 days 
and no later than 8 days before the primary. the county clerk 
shall receive election reporu by candidates for county office 
and by committees and individuals supporting such candi­
dates. See s. 11.20 (2). 

(I) Beg;nn;ng 7 days before primDr,'. I. The clerk sends 
notice to delinquenu offailure to comply with filing require­
ments. See s. 11.22 (9). 

2. The clerk makes a list of delinquenu available for public 
inspection. See s. 11.22 (S). 

3. The clerk notifies the district attorney or the attorney 
general of delinquencies. See ss. 11.22 (4). 11.60 (4) and 11.61 
(2). 

(g) Monday before primDry. On the Monday before the 
spring primary. the county clerk publishes a type B notice for 
the primary. See s. 10.06 (2) (d). 

(h) 3rd TutsdJJ}' in February. The 3rd Tuesday in February 
is the day of the spring primary. See s. S.02 (22). 

(i) Thursday after primDry. No later than 9 a.m. on the 
Thursday after the spring primary the county canvass shall 
begin. See s. 7.60 (3). 

I. S p.m .• 3 days after last day of the county canvass. is the 
deadline to demand the first recount. See s. 9.01 (I) (a). 

2. At 9 a.m .• on the day following the last day for filingofa 
recount petition. the board of canvassers reconvenes to begin 
the recount procedure. See s. 9.01 (I) (b). 
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3. S p.m., 2 days anercompletion or the first recount, is the 
deadline to demand a recount in any remaining wards or 
municipalities. See s. 9.01 (4). 

4. No later than 5 business days arter the recount determi­
nation aggrieved panies may appeal to circuit court. See 5. 

9.0\ (6) (a). 
(j) 7 days aJter prima,y. No later than 7 days aner the 

spring primary, the county clerk transmits to the board a 
statement orvotes cast ror state offices at the primary. See s. 
7.60 (S). 

(4) MARCH. (d) 4/h Tuesday beJore el",ion. On the 4th 
Tuesday berorethe spring election, the county clerk publishes 
a type A notice or any state or county rererendum to be held 
at the election. See s. 10.06 (2) (I). 

(e) 22 da)'S prior /0 elee/ion. No later than 22 days prior to 
the spring election, the county clerk mails to each candidate 
for county office or such person's campaign treasurer. to each 
committee or individual supporting or opposing a candidate 
and to each group or individual supporting or opposing a 
local referendum who is registered with the clerk, fonns for 
the pr .... lection repon. See s. 11.22 (3). 

(em) 22 days beJore elee/ion. 22 days berore the spring 
election, the county clerk distributes ballots and blanks 
prescribed by the board to municipal clerks in the county. See 
s. 7. to (3)(a). 

(I) J,d Tu .. day in March. On the 3rd Tuesday in March or 
upon receipt of notice rrom the board the county clerk 
prepares the ballots and gives notice to all the municipal 
clerks. See s. 10.06 (2) (e). 

(j) lAs/ 14 days beJore el«/ion. The county clerk shall 
receive reports of late contributions of SSOO or more by 
candidates for county office or committees or individuals 
supponing or opposing such a candidate, and by groups or 
individuals supponing or opposing county rererenda and 
repons or late disbursements exceeding 520 by committees 
and individuals supponing or opposing a candidate ror 
county office during the last 14 days before the spring 
election. See ss. 11.12 (S) and (6) and 11.23 (6). 

(L) 2nd Monday beJore elee/ion. No earlier than 14 days 
and no later than 8 days berore the election, the county clerk 
shall receive election reports by candidates ror county office, 
by committees and individuals supporting such candidates, 
and by groups and individuals supporting or opposing local 
rererenda. See s. 11.20 (2). 

(m) Beginning 7 days beJore elee/ion. I. The clerk sends 
notice to delinquents of failure to comply with filing require-­
ments. See s. 11.22 (9). 

2. The clerk makes a list of delinquents available for public 
inspection. See s. 11.22 (S). 

3. The clerk notifies the district attorney or attorney 
general or delinquencies. See ss. 11.22 (4), 11.60(4) and 11.61 
(2). 

(5) APRIL. (a) Monday beJore elee/ion. On the Monday 
berore the spring election the county clerk publishes type B 
and C notices ror the election. See s. 10.06 (2) (d). 

(b) First Tuesday in April. The first Tuesday in April is the 
day or the spring election. See s. 5.02 (21). 

(c) Thursday aJte, elee/ion. The county canvass shall begin 
no later than 9 a.m. on the Thursday arter the spring election. 
See s. 7.60 (3). 

I. S p.m .. 3 days aner the last day orthe county canvass, is 
the deadline to demand the first recount. Sec s. 9.01 (I) (a). 

2. At 9 a.m., on the day rollowing the last day rorliling ora 
recount petition. the board of canvassers reconvenes to begin 
the recount procedure. See s. 9.01 (I) (b). 

DATES AND NOTICES '0.88 

3. S p.m .. 2 days anercompletion orthefirst recount, is the 
deadline to demand a recount in any remaining wards or 
municipalities. See s. 9.01 (4). 

4. No later than S business days aner the recount determi­
nation aggrieved parties may appeal to circuit court. Sec s. 
9.01 (6) (a). 

S. Immediately aner expiration or the recount period, the 
county clerk issues a certificate of election to each individual 
elected to county office. See s. 7.60 (6). 

(d) 10 days oj'" elre/ioll. No later than 10 days oner the 
spring election, the county clerk delivers or transmits to the 
board a statement or votes cast for state and national offices 
at the election. See s. 7.60 (S). 

(7) lUNE. (a) 90 days aJ/er p,imory. Most spring primary 
election materials may be destroyed 90 days after the spring 
primary. See s. 7.23. 

(8) lULY. (a) 90 days after eire/ion. Most spring election 
materials may be destroyed 90 days aner the spring election. 
See s. 7.23. 

(am) I yNT aft~' any ~lecliDn. Election notices, correspon­
dence in connection with such notices and proors or publica­
tion may be destroyed I year aner the election to which they 
relate. See s. 7.23 (I) (j). 

(b) J years aJte, emyelee/ion. Records transrerred to the 
county clerk by any rormer registrant who has submitted a 
dissolution repon may be destroyed 3 years after the last 
election in which the registrant panicipated. See 55. 11.12 (3) 
and 11.23 (3). 

(c) 6 years aJter any elee/ian. Financial reports may be 
destroyed 6 years aner any election. See s. 7.23 (I) (d). 

(d) 10 years aJler emy elee/ioll. Official canvasses may be 
destroyed 10 years aner the election to which they relate. See 
s. 7.23 (I) (i). 

HillDrJ: 1971 e. «) .. 93: 1971 e. 304 L 29 (1): 1973 c. 280; 1973 e. 334 .. 
29; 1973c. 339; Stats. 1973 .. 10.64; 1975c. 420; 1977 Co 203 .. 106; 1977 c ...... ; 
197ge. 3SoC; 1981 c. 314 •. 146; 1983 •• S39; 1985 L 333; 1987 L 4CM: 1989L S6. 

10.66 Munlel",,1 .1.11< and governing body; spring pri­
mary and election_ The rollowing subsections set ronh, in 
chronological order, dates relating to the spring primary and 
election occurrences during the spring primary which arrect 
the municipal clerk and governing body. 

(1) AUGUST. (a) Augus/I. August I is the earliest applica­
tion may be made ror absentee ballots ror the spring primary. 
See s. 6.86. 

(1m) NOVE .... R. (a) 90 days beJore primary. No later than 
the 90th day berore the spring primary, or as soon as possible 
afier offices to be contested are known. whichever is later. the 
municipal clerk mails write-in absentee ballots to qualified 
electors who have requested them. See s. 7.1S (I) (05). 

(b) 4/h Tuesda)' in NoVt!mbe,. On the 4th Tuesday in 
November, or the next day ir Tuesday is a holiday, the 
municipal clerk publishes one type A notice or the municipal 
spring election. See s. 10.06 (3) (a). 

(2) DECl!MBER. (a) Deennber I. I. December I is the earliest 
date nomination papers may be circulated for candidates 
running in the spring election. See 55. 8.0S (3) (a) and (4) (b) 
and 8.10 (2). 

2. On December I preceding a spring primary, the munici­
pal clerk cenifies to the county clerk the number or electors in 
the municipality. See s. S.66 (I). 

(d) lAs/ Demmer meeting. I. At the last meeting or the 
municipal board of election commissioners in December of 
even-numbered years in cities or the 1st class, the board or 
election commissioners appoints election officials for 2·year 
terms. See s. 7.30 (4) (b) I. 

2. At the last meeting or the municipal governing body in 
December or even-numbered years, except in cities that have 

• 

• 

• 



• 

• 

• 

'0.88 DATES AND NOnCES 

a board of election commissionen. the municipal executive 
nominates to the governing body the necessary election 
offICials. !fno regular meeting is scheduled a special meeting 
shall be called no later than December 31. See s. 7.30 (4). 

3. Within S days the municipal clerk notifies each election 
offICial appointee or that person's appointment. See s. 7.30 
(S). 

4. Within 10 days or mailed notice elcc:tion official appoin­
t ... shall file official oath with the municipal clerk. See s. 7.30 
(S), 

(3) JANUARY. (a) No laler /han January I. Between Decem­
ber I and January I. towns and villages having aca~ shall 
establish tbe caucus date between the first Tuesday In Janu­
ary and tbe last Tuesday in January, See s. 8.0S (I) (a). 

(am) First TuestlDy in January. I. S p.m.: on the 'fir~t 
Tuesday in January. or tbe next day irTuesday IS a hohda~, IS 

the deadline ror candidates ror municipal office at the spring 
election to file nomination papers and a declaration of 
candidacy with the municipal clerk. See ss. 8.0S (3) (a) and (4) 
(b), 8.10 (2) and (S) and 8.21. 

2. The first Tuesday in January is the .. rliest date the town 
or village caucus may be held. See s. 8.0S (I) (a). At least S 
days' notice or the caucus shall be given. See s. 8.0S (I) (b). 

3. Each candidate who is nominated at the caucus must file 
a declaration of candidacy within S days after notification of 
nomination. See s. 8.0S (I) (j). 

(ar) ",urstlDy af,., first TutstlDy in.'anuary. No later t~a~ 
the Thu",day aner the fi"'t Tuesday In January, the munICI­
pal clerk of each municipality not having a caucus whe~ 
voting machines or ballots containing the names of candi­
dates ror both local offices and national, state or county 
ofTaces are used certifies the list of candidates for any munici­
pal offices to the county clerk ir a primary is required, unless 
the municipality prepares its own ballots or no state or 
county election is held. See s. 10.06 (3) (am). 

(aw) 3 day. after first TuestlDy in January. The deadline ror 
a city to decide to hold a spring primary or for a petiti~n 
requesting a spring primary is 3 days aner the first Tuesday on 
January, or the next day irTuesday is a holiday. See ss. 8.10 
(2) and 8.11 (I)(a) and (c). 

(b) 90 day. before elec/ion. No later than the 90th day 
before the spring election, the municipal cleric mails write·rn 
absentee ballots to qualified electors who have requested 
them. See s. 7.1 S (I) (cs). 

(c) January 17. No later than January 17, the municipal 
clerk mails to each candidate ror municipal office or such 
person's campaign treasurer, to each committee or individual 
supponing or opposing a candidate and to each group or 
individual supporting or opposing a municipal referendum 
who is registered with the cleric, forms for the continuing 
report. See s. 11.22 (3). 

(cm) 4/h TuestlDy before primar}·. On the 4th Tuesday 
berore the spring primary, the municipal clerk publishes a 
type E notice for the spring primary. In citi~ and villages: the 
municipal clerk publishes a type A nollce or any direct 
legislation questions to be voted on at the primary. See s. 
10.06 (3) (as). 

(g) 30 tIDy. before prima,y. I. The deadline ror. selecting 
tabulato",to assist with the spring primary canvass IS 30 days 
berore the spring primary. See S. 7.30 (3). 

2. The deadline ror establishing polling places is 30 days 
berore the spring primary. See S. S.2S (3). 

3. In municipalities employing an electronic voting system, 
the deadline ror placement or a demonstrator system is 30 
days berore the spring primary. See S. S.80. 

82 

4. Until 30 days berore the spring primary, wards may be 
united to racilitate using a common polling place. See S. S.I S 
(6) (b). 

(h) Las/ Tuesday in January. The last Tuesday in January is 
the latest date the town or village caucus may be held. See '. 
8.0S (I) (a). 

I. At least S days' notice orthe caucus shall be given. See S. 

8.0S (I) (b). 
2. Each candidate who is nominated at a caucus must file a 

declaration or candidacy within S days aner notification or 
nomination. See S. 8.0S (I) (i). 

(i) 22 tIDy. prio, /0 primary. No later tha~ 22 days prior t~ 
the spring primary, tbe municipal clerk malls to each candl' 
date for mW1icipal office or such penon', campaign trea· 
surer, and to each committee or individual supporting or 
opposing a candidate who is registered with the clerk, rorms 
ror the preprimary report. See S. 11.22 (3). 

(im) 21 doy. btfore primary. No later than the 21st day 
berore the spring primary, the municipal clerk mails official 
absentee ballots to qualified electo", who have requested 
them. See S. 7.IS (I) (cm). 

U) January 11031. No earlierthan January I and no later 
than January 31, the municipal clerk shall receive continuing 
reports by candidates ror municipal office, by committees 
and individuals supponing or opposing such candidates and 
by groups and individuals supponing or opposing a munia· 
pal rererendum. See S. 11.20 (4). 

(Ie) ",urstlDy after las/ TuesdDy in January. No later than 2 
days aner the day or the municipal caucus, the municipal 
clerk or each municipality where voting machines or ballots 
containing the names of candidates for both local offices and 
national, state or county offices are used certifies the list or 
candidates ror any municipal offices and municipal rererenda 
to the county clerk, unless the municipality prepares its own 
ballots or no state or county election is held. See S. 10.06 (3) 
(bm). 

(4) FEBRUARY. (a) February I. No .pecialelection may be 
scheduled aner February I and berore the date or the spring 
election. See S. 8.S0 (intro.). 

(am) Beginning on February I. I. The clerk sends notice to 
delinquents offaHure to comply with filing requirements. See 
S. 11.22 (9). 

2. The clerk makes a list or delinquents available ror public 
inspection. See S. 11.22 (S). 

3. The clerk notifies the district attorney or delinquencies. 
See S. 11.22 (4). 

(h) 60 tlDys beforeelee/ion. The deadline ror filing a petition 
requesting submission of a question to rcq~irc or a~lish 
registration in municipalities or S,OOO populatIon or less IS 60 
days berore the spring election. See S. 6.27 (3) and (4). 

(g) Las/ 14 tlDys before primary. The municipal clerk shall 
receive reports of late contributions of 5S00 or more by 
candidates for municipal office or committc:cs or individuals 
supporting or opposing such a candidate, and reports or late 
disbursements exceeding 520 by committees or individuals 
supporting or opposing 8 candidate ror municipal office 
during the last 14 days berorethe spring primary. Sees. 11.12 
(S) and (6). 

18m) 10 tIDy. before prinurry. No later than 10 days berore 
the spring primary, in any municipality employing an elec­
tronic voting system which utilizes automatic tabulating 
equipment, the municipal clerk has the equipment publicly 
tested. See S. S.84 (I). 

(h) 2nd Wedntsday btfo,. primary. I. S p.m .. on the 2nd 
Wednesday berore the spring primary, is the deadline ror 
voter registration. See S. 6.28 (I). 
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2. The 3rd day aner registration closes is the latest the 
registering municipal clerk may mail voting privilege cancel­
lation cards. See s. 6.40 (I) (b). 

(i) 2nd MontiDy before primary. I. The 2nd Monday borore 
the spring primary is the latest date 4th class cities. villages 
and towns may publish thelirst or2 notices ora change in the 
polling hours ror a spring primary. See s. 6.78 (2). 

3. No earlier than 14 days and no later than 8 days borore 
the primary. the municipal clerk shall receive election reports 
by candidates ror municipal office and by committees and 
individuals supporting or opposing such candidates. See s. 
11.20 (2). 

(j) Bogilaning 7 days before primary. I. The clerk sends 
notice to delinquents orrailure to comply with filing require­
ments. See s. 11.22 (9). 

2. The clerk makes a list or delinquents available ror public 
inspeetion. See s. 11.22 (5). 

3. The clerk notifies the district attorney of delinquencies. 
See s. 11.22 (4). 

(k) Wtdn.sday before primar)·. On the Wednesday borore 
the spring primary in cities or the 1st class. the board or 
election commissioners sits to hear registration objections. 
See s. 6.48 (2). 

(L) Thursday befort primary. The Thursday borore the 
spring primary is the latest posting may bo substituted ror 
newspaper publication in villages. towns and school districts 
taking part in the spring primary. See s. 10.05. 

(Lm) Friday before primary. 5 p.m .. on the Friday borore 
the spring primary. is the deadline ror receipt or applications 
by mail ror absentee ballots ror the primary. See s. 6.86 (I). 

(m) 1 days before primary. Ballots in cities or the 1st class 
shall bo ready 2 days borore the spring primary when they 
print their own ballots. See s. 7.15 (2) (b). 

(n) Monday before primary. I. On the Monday borore the 
spring primary the municipal clerk publishes a type B notice 
whenever a primary for municipal offices or a municipal 
rererendum is scheduled. A type B notice is also published ir 
the municipality utilizes voting machines or an electronic 
voting system employing a ballot card or labol. Ir there is a 
spring primary. municipal clerks also publish a type 0 notice 
on this date. See s. 10.06 (3) (b). (d) and (e). 

2. The Monday borore a spring primary is the latest day 4th 
class cities. villages and towns may publish the 2nd or 2 
notices or a change in the polling hours. See s. 6.78 (2). 

3. The Monday borore the spring primary is the latest date 
election materials may bo delivered to wards. See s. 7.15 (3) 
(b) and (5). 

4. 5 p.m .• on the Monday borore the spring primary. is the 
deadline ror application in person ror absentee ballots ror the 
primary. See s. 6.86 (I). 

(0) The 3rd Tuesday in February is the day or the spring 
primary. See s. 5.02 (22). 

I. 5 p.m. on the day or the primary is the deadline ror 
hospitalized electors to make appiication ror an absentee 
ballot by agent. See s. 6.86 (3) (c). 

2. Upon completion or the ward canvass. the results shall 
bo announced. the results telephoned to the proper clerks and 
all materials returned to the municipal clerk immediately. See 
ss. 7.51 (4) (b) and (5) and 7.53 (I). 

3. Following the spring primary most unused election 
materials may bo destroyed as the municipal clerk directs. See 
s. 7.23 (I) (a). 

(p) Day afler primary. I. 2 p.m .. the day arter the spring 
primary. is the deadline for municipal clerks to deliver 
election materials to the county clerk. See ss. 7.51 (5) and 7.53 
(3). 
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2. Within 24 hours art., the polls close. municipalities with 
more than one ward shall bogin the municipal canvass. See s. 
7.53 (2). 

3. In municipalities having registration. the municipal 
clerk checks the name of each elector who is allowed to vote 
at the primary whose name did not appear on the registration 
list and revises the list accordingly. See s. 6.56. 

4. Beginning on the day arter the spring primary. the 
municipal clerk investigates to assure that no person has been 
allowed to vote more than once at the primary. Sees. 6.56(4). 

(q) 2 days afl" municipal primary canvass. No later than 2 
days aner the municipal primary canvass. the municipal clerk 
or each municipality where voting machines or ballots con­
taining the names or candidates ror both local offices and 
national. state or county offices are used certilies the list or 
candidates ror any municipal offices and municipal rererenda 
to the county clerk. unless the municipality prepares its own 
ballots or no state or county election is held. See s. 10.06 (3) 
(bm). 

(r) J days afl" lasl day of municipal canvass. r. 5 p.m .• 3 
days aner the last day or the municipal canvass. is the 
deadline to demand lirst recount. See s. 9.01 (I) (a). 

2. At 9 a.m. on the day rollowing the last day ror filing or a 
recount petition the board of canvassers reconvenes to begin 
the recount procedure. See s. 9.01 (I) (b). 

3.5 p.m .• 2 days an., completion or the lirst recount, is the 
deadline to demand a recount in any remaining wards or 
municipalities. See s. 9.01 (4). 

4. No later than 5 business days aner the recount determi­
nation aggrieved parties may appeal to circuit court. See s. 
9.01 (6) (a). 

(s) Last Tuesday in Febnmry. t. S p.m .. on the last Tuesday 
in February. is the deadline ror filing petition in towns 
requesting submission of question whether to require nomi­
nation papers and a nonpartisan primary in lieu or the 
caucus. See s. 8.05 (3) (e). 

2. Separate notice shall bo given 5 days borore the election. 
See s. 8.05 (3) (e). 

(5) MARCH. (a) 14 days aft., primary. No earlier than 14 
days aner the spring primary. voting machine recorders used 
in the primary may bocleared and reactivated and detachable 
recording units and compartments used with electronic vot­
ing machines may bo cleared or erased. See s. 7.23 (I) (b) and 
(g). 

(b) JO da)'s befo" .Iulion. r. The deadline ror selecting 
tabulators to assist with the spring election canvass is 30 days 
borore the spring election. See s. 7.30 (3). 

2. The deadline ror establishing polling places is 30 days 
borore the spring election. See s. 5.25 (3). 

3. In municipalities employing an electronic voting system, 
the deadline for placement of a demonstrator system is 30 
days borore the spring primary. See s. 5.80. 

4. Until 30 days borore spring election. wards may bo 
united to racilitate using a common polling place. See s. 5.15 
(6) (b). 

(c) 4th Tuesday before tltcrion. On the 4th Tuesday borore 
the spring election. or the next day irTuesday is a holiday. the 
municipal clerk publishes a type E notice ror the spring 
election. rr there is a municipal rererendum. the municipal 
clerk publishes a type A notice orthe rererendum. See s. 10.06 
(3) (bs). 

(e) :z:z days prior 10 eleelion. No later than 22 days prior to 
the spring election. the municipal clerk mails to each candi­
date for municipal office or such person's campaign trea­
surer, to each committee or individual supporting or oppos­
ing a candidate and to each group or individual supporting or 
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opposing a municipal referendum who is registered with the 
clerk. forms for the preelection repon. See s. 11.22 (3). 

(em) 21 tiDy. INfort .Ieclion. No later than the 21st day 
before the spring election, the municipal cleric mails official 
absentee ballots to qualified eie<:tors who have requested 
them. See s. 7.1S (I) (em). 

(g) 30 dtl)" afl" primar),. I. No later than 30 days aner the 
spring primary. the municipal cleric submits to the county 
cleric a statement of registration and voting information. See 
s. 6.27S (I). 

2. No earlier than 30 days aner the spring primary. 
primary ballots may be destroyed. See s. 7.23 (I) (h). 

(i) Lasl 14 tiD)" INfo,. eleclion. The municipal clerk shall 
receive reports of late contributions of SSOO or more by 
candidates for municipal office or committees or individuals 
supponing or opposing such a candidate. and by groups and 
individuals supporting or opposing local referenda and re­
pons orlate disbursements exceeding S20 by committees and 
individuals supporting or opposing 8 candidate for municipal 
office during the last 14 days before the spring election. See ss. 
11.12 (S) and (6) and 11.23 (6). 

(im) 10 tiD),' before eleclion. No later than 10 days before 
the spring election. in any municipality employing an elec­
tronic voting system which utilizes automatic tabulating 
equipment. the municipal clerk has the equipment publicly 
tested. See s. S.B4 (I). 

()) 2nd Wedrae.day INfore eleclion. I. S p.m .• on the 2nd 
Wednesday before the spring election, is the deadline for 
voter registration. See I. 6.28 (I). 

2. The 3rd day aRcr registration closes is the latest date 
registering municipal clerks may mail voting privilege cancel­
lation cards. See s. 6.40 (I) (b). 

(k) 2nd MondDy INfore .Ieclion. 2. The 2nd Monday before 
election is the latest date 4th class cities, villages and towns 
may publish the first of 2 notices of a change in the polling 
hours. See s. 6.78 (2). 

3. No earlier than 14 days and no later than 8 days before 
the election. the municipal clerk shall receive election reports 
by candidates for local office, by committees or individuals 
supporting or opposing such candidates, and by groups and 
individuals supporting or opposing municipal referenda. See 
s. 11.20 (2). 

(L) Tu .. day INfore .Ieclion. I. The Tuesday before spring 
election is the latest date posting may be substituted for 
newspaper publication in villages, towns and school districts 
taking part in the spring election. See s. 10.OS. 

3. Beginning 7 days before the election, the clerk sends 
notice to delinquents of failure to comply with filing require­
ments. See s. 11.22 (9). 

4. Beginning 7 days before the election, the clerk makes a 
list of delinquents available for public inspoetion. See s. 11.22 
(S). 

S. Beginning 7 days before the election, the clerk notifies 
the district attorney of delinquencies. See s. 11.22 (4). 

(m) ThuTlday INfo,. .Ieclion. No later than the Thursday 
before the spring election, the town clerk gives separate notice 
of question requiring nomination papers and nonpartisan 
primary in lieu of the caucus. See s. 8.0S (3) (e). 

(n) FritiD)' b.fore eleClion. I. The Friday before the spring 
election is the deadline for filing observer appointments. See 
s. 7.39 (3). 

2. Vacancies may be filled in 4 days. See s. 7.38 (3). 
3. S p.m .• on Friday before the spring election, is the 

deadline for receipt of application by mail for absentee 
ballots for the election. See s. 6.86 (I). 
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(0) 2 da),.lNfo,. .Ieclion. Ballots in cities of the lst class 
shall be ready 2 days before the election when they print their 
own ballots. See s. 7.1 S (2) (b). 

(p) Monda)' INfo,. eleclion. I. The municipal clerk pub­
lishes type Band 0 notices, and a type C notice when 
necessary. on the Monday before the spring election. See s. 
10.06 (3) (c) and (e). 

2. Municipal clerks publish a type 0 notice on the Monday 
before spring election. See s. 10.06 (3) (d). 

3. The Monday before the spring election is the latest date 
election materials may be delivered to wards. See s. 7.IS (3) 
(b) and (S). 

4. The Monday before the spring election is the latest date 
4th class cities. villages and towns may publish the 2nd of 2 
notices of a change in the polling hours. See s. 6.78 (2). 

S. S p.m .• on the Monday before the spring election, is the 
deadline for application, in person, for absentee ballots for 
the election. See s. 6.86 (I). 

(&1 APRIL. (a) Fim Tu • .day in April. I. The first Tuesday in 
April is the day of the spring election. See s. S.02 (21). 

2. S p.m. on the day of the spring election is the deadline for 
hospitaliud electors to make application for an absentee 
ballot by agent. See s. 6.86 (2). 

3. Upon completion of the ward canvass. the results shall 
be announced. the results telephoned to the proper clerks and 
all materials returned to the municipal clerk immediately. See 
ss. 7.SI (4) (b) and (S) and 7.S3 (I). 

4. Following spring election any unused election materials 
and contents ofthe blank ballot box may be destroyed as the 
municipal clerk directs. See s. 7.23 (I) (a). 

(b) Day aft" elecllon. I. 2 p.m .• on the day ancr thc spring 
election, is the deadline for the municipal clerk to deliver 
election materials to the county clerk. Seess. 7.SI (S) and 7.S3 
(3). 

2. Within 24 hours aner the polls close, municipa~ties with 
more than one ward shall begin municipal canvass. See s. 7.S3 
(2). 

3. In municipalities having registration. the municipal 
clerk checks the name of each elector who has been allowed to 
vote at the election whose name did not appear on the 
registration list and revises the list accordingly. See s. 6.S6. 

4. Beginning on the day aner the spring election. the 
municipal clerk investigates to assure that no person has been 
allowed to vote more than once at the election. See s. 6.s6 (4). 

(c) 3 tiDy. after IDlI day of municipal can.QU. I. S p.m .• 3 
days after the last day of municipal canvass, is the deadline to 
demand the first recount. See s. 9.01 (I) (a). 

2. At9 a.m. on the day following the last day for filing of a 
recount petition, the board of canvassers reconvenes to begin 
the recount procedure. See s. 9.01 (I) (b). 

3. S p.m., 2 days aner completion of the first recount, is the 
deadline to demand a recount in any remaining wards or 
municipalities. See s. 9.01 (4). 

4. No later than S business days aner the recount determi· 
nation aggrieVed parties may appeal to circuit coun. See s. 
9.01 (6) (a). 

(d) 2nd Tu .. tiDy in April. The 2nd Tuesday in April is the 
latest municipalities holding annual elections may declare 
results of the spring election. See s. 7.S3 (2) (d). 

(e) 41h Tu .. tiDy in April. No earlier than 21 days aner the 
spring election. voting machine recorders used in the election 
may be cleared and reactivated and detachable recording 
units and compartments used with electronic voting machines 
may be cleared or erased. See s. 7.23 (I) (b) and (g). 

(7) MAY. (a) 30 da)'. af,.,.leclion. I. No laterthan 30 days 
aner the spring election, the municipal clerk submits to the 
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county cleric a statement of registration and voting informa­
tion. See s. 6.27S (I). 

2. No earlier tban 30 days after tbe spring election. election 
ballots may be destroyed. See s. 7.23 (I) (b). 

(b) 90 tIDy. aJter primary. I. No earlier tban 90 days after 
the spring primary, registration and poll lists created for tbe 
primaryoftbe previow year may be destroyed. See s. 7.23 (I) 
(e). 

2. Most spring primary election materials may be de­
stroyed 90 days after the spring primary. Sec s. 7.23 (I) (k). 

(9) JULY. (a) 90 tIDy. aJler elecl;on. I. Most spring election 
materials may be destroyed 90 days after tbe spring election. 
See s. 7.23 (I) (k). 

2. No earlier than 90 days aner the spring election, 
registration and poll lists created for the election of the 
previow year may be destroyed. See s. 7.23 (I) (e). 

(am) I year aJI.r any .ltcl;on. Election notices, correspon­
dence in connection with such notices and proofs of publica­
tion may be destroyed I year after tbe election to wbicb they 
relate. Sec s. 7.23 (I) (D. 

(b) 3 years aJler any elecl;on. Records transferred to the 
municipal clerk by any fonner registrant wbo bas submitted a 
dissolution report may be destroyed 3 years aner tbe last 
election in wbicb tbe registrant participated. See ss. 11.12 (3) 
and 11.23 (3). 

(c) 6 years aJler any .lecl;on. Financial reports may be 
destroyed 6 years after any election. See s. 7.23 (I) (d). 

(d) 10 years after any elecl;on. Official canvasses may be 
destroyed 10 years after the election to wbich they relate. Sec 
s. 7.23 (I) (i). 

Hktor,: 1971 Co 304 ... IS. 16.29(2); 1971 Co 336; tme. 166, 280; 1973 Co 
3l.f L 29; 1973<:.339; Stall. 1973 s. 10.66; 1975 c. 420; 1977 c. 394 .. 53; 1971 Co 
448; 1979c. )54; 1911 c. 31 .... 1<t6; 1911L 539; 19as L 333 ",10.331067,173; 
1987 L.w.I a. 8, '4 to 22; 1919 L 56. 273. 368; 1991 L 32. 

10.68 Candldalel; spring primary and election. The fol­
lowing subsections set forth. in chronological order. dates 
relating to the spring primary and election or occurrences 
during the spring period wbicb affect tbe candidates. 

(1) DEC!!M1lI!R. (a) December I. December I is tbe earliest 
nomination papers may be circulated for candidates running 
for office in the spring election. Sec ss. 8.0S (3) (a) and (4) (b) 
and 8.10 (2). 

(2) JANUARY. (a) First Tuesday in January. I. S p.m., on tbe 
first Tuesday in January, or tbe next day if Tuesday is a 
boliday, is tbe deadline for candidates for office attbe spring 
election to file nomination papers and a declaration of 
candidacy. See ss. 8.0S (3)(a) and (4)(b), 8.10 (2) and (S)and 
8.21. 

2. S p.m .. on tbe first Tuesday in January, ortbe next day if 
Tuesday is a boliday, is tbe deadline for eligible candidates for 
state office to file applications to participate in the Wisconsin 
election campaign fund. Sec s. II.SO (2) (a). 

(b) Friday after 1.1 TI«.day;n January. 4:30 p.m .. on tbe 
Friday aner Ibe lsI Tuesday in January, or tbe following 
Monday ifTucsday isa boliday, is tbe deadline forcandidates 
for state office or municipal judge to file statements of 
economic interests witb tbe ethics board. Sec s. 19.43 (4). 

(bm) Last TIJI!.day ;n Januar)·. Eacb candidate who is 
nominated at the town or village caucus must file a declara­
tion of candidacy wilbin S days aner notificalion of nomina­
tion. Sec s. 8.0S (I) (j). 

(c) January 31. January 31 is the deadline for every 
candidate for state or local office or his or her personal 
campaign committee to tile a continuing report with the 
board or other appropriate filing officer. Such report is 
current 10 tbe end of December 31. See s. 11.20 (4). 
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(3) FEBRUARY. (a) Last U tIDy. beJore primary. Any 
contribution ofSSOO or more wbicb is received by a candidate 
or his or her personal campaign committee within 14 days of 
the spring primary mwl be reported to Ibe board or otber 
appropriate filing officer within 24 hours of receipt. See s. 
11.12 (S). 

(b) 8 tID)'. beJore primary. The 8tb day before Ibe primary is 
tbe deadline for eacb candidate or bis or ber personal 
campaign committee to file a pre-primary report witb the 
board or otber appropriate filing officer. Sucb report is 
current to the end oftbe IStb day preceding the primary. See 
s. 11.20 (2) and (7). 

(c) Fr;tlDy beJore primary. I. The Friday before spring 
primary is tbe deadline for filing observer appointments. Sec 
s. 7.39 (3). 

2. Vacancies may be filled witbin 4 days. Sec s. 7.38 (3). 
(d) 3rd Tl«sday ;n February. I. The 3rd Tuesday in 

February is tbe day of tbe spring primary. See s. S.02 (22). 
2. Upon completion of Ibe ward canvass, the results sball 

be announced, tbe results telepboned to the proper clerks and 
all materials returned to tbe municipal clerk immediately. Sec 
ss. 7.SI (4) (b) and (S) and 7.S3 (I). 

(I) 3 tIDy. after IIUI tIDy oJ munic;pol canvtw. I. S p.m., 3 
days an .. tbelast day of municipal canvass, is tbe deadline to 
demand tbe first recount. See s. 9.01 (I) (a). 

2. At9 a.m. on tbe day following tbelast day for filing of a 
recount petition the board of canvassers reconvenes to begin 
tbe recount procedure, Sec s. 9.01 (I) (b). 

3. S p.m., 2 days after completion of the first recount. is tbe 
deadline to demand a recount in any remaining wards. Sec s. 
9.01 (4). 

4. No later tban S business days after the recount detenni­
nation aggrieved parties may appeal to circuit court. Sec s. 
9.01 (6) (a). 

(g) 3 daysafter IIUI tIDy oJ COUllty cam·tw. I, S p.m., 3 days 
aner Ihelast day of county canvass, is Ibe deadline to demand 
the first recount. See s. 9.01 (I) (a). 

2. At9 a.m. on tbe day following tbelast day for filing of a 
recount petition the board of canvassers reconvenes to begin 
the recount procedure. Sec s. 9.01 (I) (b). 

3. S p.m., 2 days anercompletion of the first recount, is the 
deadline to demand a recount in any remaining wards or 
municipalities. See s. 9.01 (4). 

4. No later tban S bwincss days an .. the recount detenni­
nation aggrieved parties may appeal to circuit court. See s. 
9.01 (6) (a). 

(b) 3 tIDy. aJler lasl day oJ .Iate canVIU •. I. S p.m .. 3 days 
aft .. the last day of canvass, is the deadline to demand the 
first recount. See s. 9.01 (I) (a). 

2. AI9 a.m. on tbe day following Ibelasl day for filing ofa 
recount petition the board of canvassers reconvenes to begin 
the recount procedure. Sec s. 9.01 (I) (b). 

3. S p.m., 2 days after completion of the first recount, is tbe 
deadline to demand a recount in any remaining wards or 
municipalities. See s. 9.01 (4). 

4. No later Iban S bwiness days after the recount detenni­
nation aggrieved parties may appeal to circuit court. Sec s. 
9.01 (6) (a). 

01 41h Tuesday ;n February. I. 4:30 p.m., on tbe 4tb 
Tuesday in February, is Ibe deadline for any write-in candi­
date for justice or state superintendent who is certified to 
appear on the spring election ballot to file an application to 
participate in the Wisconsin election campaign fund. Sec s. 
II.SO (2) (a). 

2. The 4tb Tuesday in February is tbe deadline for any 
candidale .. eking to participate in tbe Wisconsin election 

• 

• 

• 
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campaign rund to file a special financial repon with the 
board. See s. 11.50 (2) (c) . 

3. The 4th Tuesday in February is the deadline ror any 
candidate in the spring election who filed an application to 
participate in the Wisconsin election campaign fund to with­
draw the application. See s. 11.50 (2) (h). 

(4) MARCH. (h) wI 14 day. b./or .. I«lion. Any contribu­
tion ofSSOO or morc which is received by a candidate or his or 
her personal campaign commillee within 14 days or the 
spring election must be reponed to the board or other 
appropriate filing officer within 24 hours or receipt. See s. 
11.12 (S). 

(c) 8 day. b%l< .t«lio •. The 8th day berore the election is 
the deadline ror each candidate or his or her personal 
campaign commillee to file a pre-election repon with the 
board or other appropriate filing officer. Such repon is 
current to the end orthe 15th day preceding the election. See 
s. 11.20 (2) and (7). 

(5) APRIL. (a) FritlDy b./ol< electio •. I. The Friday berore 
the spring election is the deadline for filing observer appoint­
ments. See s. 7.39 (3). 

2. Vacancies may be filled within 4 days. See s. 7.38 (3). 
(b) First Tw.dDy in April. The first Tuesday in April is the 

day or the spring election. See s. 5.02 (21). 
(c) Day after el«lio •. Within 24 hours arter the polls close. 

municipalities with more than onc ward shall begin municipal 
canvass. See s. 7.53 (2). 

(d) 3 da," after lasl da,' o/mu.icipal canl·ass. I. 5 p.m .. 3 
days aner the last day or municipal canvass. is the deadline to 
demand the first recount. See s. 9.01 (I) (a). 

2. At9 a.m. on the day rollowing the last day ror filing or a 
recount petition the board of canvassers reconvenes to begin 
the recount procedure. See s. 9.01 (I) (b). 

3.5 p.m .• 2 days anercompletion orthe first recount. is the 
deadline to demand a recount in any remaining wards or 
municipalities. See s. 9.01 (4). 

4. No later than 5 business days aner the recount determi· 
nation aggrieved panics may appeal to circuit court. Sec s. 
9.01 (6) (a). 

(e) 3 tIDy. a/ter/ast day 0/ cou.'" ca'vass. I. 5 p.m .. 3 days 
anerthelast day or county canvass. is the deadline to demand 
the first recOunt. See s. 9.01 (I) (a). 

2. At9 a.m. on the day rollowing the last day ror filing or a 
recount petition the board of canvassers reconvenes to begin 
the recount procedure. See s. 9.01 (I) (b). 

3.5 p.m .• 2 days anercompletion orthelirst recount. is the 
deadline to demand a recount in any remaining wards or 
municipalities. See s. 9.01 (4). 

4. No later than 5 business days aner the recount determi· 
nation aggrieved panies may appeal to circuit coun. See s. 
9.0\ (6) (a). 

(I) Thursdaya/ter electio •. 9 am .• on the Thursday aner 
the spring election. is the hUest county canvass may begin. See 
s. 7.60 (3). 

(g) 2nd TU<stlDy in Apt/1. The 2nd Tuesday in April is the 
latest municipalities holding annual elections may declare 
results or the spring election. See s. 7.53 (2). 

m JULY. (a) 3 years after an)' election. Records maintained 
by a candidate or his or her personal campaign committee 
relating to an election may be destroyed 3 years aner such 
election. See s. 11.12 (3). 

(b) July 10. I. July 10 is the deadline ror every candidate ror 
state or local office or his or her personal campaign commit· 
tee to file a continuing report with the board or other 
appropriate filing officer. Such report is current to the end of 
June 30. See s. 11.20 (4) and (7). 
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2. July 10 is the deadline ror each candidate at the spring 
election who receives a grant from the Wisconsin election 
campaign fund to deliver or transmit to the board proof of 
payment for disbursements made unless a candidate partici· 
pates in a special election at least 30 days berore that date. See 
s. 11.50 (12). 

HIItory: 1971 Co 304 L 29 (1); 1973 Co 280; 1973 Co 334 L 29; 1973 c. 339; 
StalL 1973 •. 10.61; 197' c. 420; 1977 Co 441; 1979c. 3504; 1911 Co 31. L 1<66; 
1913 •. '39; 191' •• 333 a. 68 to 73,173; 1987 •• 404; 1991 •• 32. 

10.70 Public and general provllloM; Iprlng primary and 
elecUon. The rollowing subsections set ronh. in chronologi­
cal order. dates relating to the spring primary and election or 
occurrences during the spring period which affect the public. 

(1) AUGUST. (a) August I. August I is the earliest applica­
tion may be made ror absentee ballots ror the spring primary. 
See s. 6.86 (I). 

(1m) OcTOBER. (a) Octobor I. October I is the earliest 
application may be made ror absentee ballots ror the spring 
election. See s. 6.86 (I). 

(2) JANUARY. (a) lSI Tu.sday in Ja.uary. 5 p.m .. on the 1st 
Tuesday in January in presidential election years. or the ne.t 
day ir Tuesday is a holiday. is the deadline ror the state 
chairperson or each recognized political pany whose candi· 
date for governor received at least )()D/u of the vote ca.st at the 
last election to certiry to the board that the pany will 
panicipate in the presidential prererence primary. See s. 8.12 
(I) (a). 

(b) J tIDy. after jirst TU<stlDy i. January. The deadline ror 
electors to petition a city requesting a primary is 3 days aner 
the first Tuesday in January. or the next day irTuesday is a 
holiday. See IS. 8.10 (2) and 8.11 (I) (c). 

(c) Ja.uary 31. January 31 is the deadline ror every 
candidate. committee, individual or group registered under s . 
11.05 to file a continuing report with the board or other 
appropriate filing officer. Such repon is CUtrentto the end or 
December 31. See s. 11.20 (4) and (7). 

(3) FEBRUARY. (a) 60 tID,·. b%re election. The deadline ror 
filing a petition requesting submission of a question to 
require or abolish registration in municipalities of S,OOO 
population or less is 60 days berore the spring election. See s. 
6.27 (3) and (4). 

(h) wt 14 tID,'. be/ore primary. During the last 14 days 
berorethe spring primary. any contribution or SSOO or more 
which is received by a candidate. committee or individual 
registered under s. 11.05 and any disbursement exceeding S20 
which is made by a committee or individual supporting or 
opposing a candidate within 14 days orthe primary must be 
reported to the board or other appropriate filing officer 
within 24 hours. See s. 11.12 (5) and (6). 

(c) 2nd Wednesday b./o .. primary'. 5 p.m .• on the 2nd 
Wednesday berOte the spring primary. is the deadline ror 
voter registration. See s. 6.28 (I). 

(d) 8 tID,·s be/ore primar,'. The 8th day berore the primary is 
the deadline ror each candidate and each commillee or 
individual supporting or opposing a candidate to file a pre­
primary repon with the board or other appropriate filing 
officer. Such report is current to the end or the 15th day 
preceding the primary. See ss. 11.09 (3) and 11.20 (2) and (7). 

(e) Wed.<sda}· IN/or< primar,'. On the Wednesday berore 
the spring primary. in cities or the 1st class. the board or 
election commissioners sits to hear registration objections. 
See s. 6.48 (2). 

(em) Frida}' IN/or< primary. 5 p.m .• on the Friday berore 
the spring primary. is the deadline ror application by mail ror 
an absentee ballot ror the spring primary. See s. 6.86 (I). 

(I) Monday b%r< primary. I. 5 p.m .• on the Monday 
berore the spring primary. is the deadline ror application in 
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person for absentee ballots for the spring primary. Sec s. 6.86 
(I). 

2. 5 p.m. on the day before the spring primary is the 
deadline for registration at the office of the municipal clerk. 
See s. 6.29 (2) (a). 

3. 5 p.m., on the day before the spring primary, is the latest 
that voting may be conducted in nursing homes. retirement 
homes and community-based residential facilities. See s. 
6.875 (6). 

(g) 3,d Tuesday in Feb,ua,y. 1. The 3rd Tuesday in 
February is the day of the spring primary. See s. 5.02 (22). 

2. 5 p.m. on the day of the primary is the deadline for 
hospitalized electors to make application for an absentee 
ballot by agent. Sec s. 6.86 (3) (c). 

(h) 3 day. after last day oJ municipal canvas.s. 1. 5 p.m., 3 
days aner the last day of municipal canvass, is the deadline to 
demand the lirst recount. Sec s. 9.01 (I) (a). 

2. At9 a.m. on the day following the last day for liIing of a 
recount pelition the board of canvassers reconvenes to begin 
the recount procedure. See 5.9.01 (I) (b). 

3. 5 p.m., 2 days aner completion ofthelirst recount, is the 
deadline to demand a recount in any remaining wards or 
municipalities. See s. 9.01 (4). 

4. No later than 5 business days aner the recount determi­
nation aggrieved panies may appeal to circuit coun. Sec s. 
9.01 (6) (a). 

(i) 3 day. aJt., last day oj county canvas.s. I. 5 p.m., 3 days 
anerthelast day of county canvass, is the deadline to demand 
the lirst recount. Sec s. 9.01 (I) (a). 

2. At9 a.m. on the day following the last day for liIing of a 
recount petition the board of canvassers reconvenes to begin 
the recount procedures. Sec s. 9.01 (I) (b). 

3.5 p.m., 2 days anercompletion ofthelirst recount, is the 
deadline to demand a recount in any remaining wards or 
municipalities. Sec s. 9.01 (4). 

4. No later than S days aner the recount determination 
aggrieved panies may appeal to circuit court. See s. 9.01 (6). 

Gl 3 da," aJ,., last day oj cam'as •. I. 5 p.m., 3 days aner the 
last day of canvass, is the deadline to demand the lirst 
recount. Sec s. 9.01 (I) (a). 

2. At9 a.m. on the day following the last day for liIing of a 
recount petition the board of canvassers reconvenes to begin 
the recount procedure. Sec s. 9.01 (I) (b). 

3.5 p.m., 2 days anercompletion ofthelirst recount, is the 
deadline to demand a recount in any remaining wards or 
municipalities. See s. 9.01 (4). 

4. No later than 5 business days aner the recount determi­
nation aggrieved parties may appeal to circuit court. See s. 
9.01 (6) (a). 

(k) Thursday aJter p,ima,y. 9 a.m. on the Thursday aner 
the spring primary is the latest that the county canvass may 
begin. Sec s. 7.60 (3). 

(L) Las/ Tuuday in Februa,y. I. S p.m., on thel .. t Tuesday 
in February, is the deadline for liIing petitions in towns 
requesting submission of the question whether to require 
nomination papers and a nonpartisan primary in lieu of the 
caucus. Sec s. 8.05 (3) (e). 

2. Separate notice 5 days before the election shall be given. 
See s. 8.05 (3) (e). 

(4) MARCH. (a) 2nd Tuesday after p,ima,y. The 2nd Tues­
day after the spring primary is the latest the board of state 
canvassers may mect. See s. 7.70 (3) (a). 

(c) Last 14 day. beJore elcc/ion. During the last 14 days 
before the spring election, any contribution of SSOO or more 
which is received by a candidate, committee. individual or 
group registered under 5. 11.05 and any disbursement exceed­
ing $20 which is made by a committee or individual suppon-

DATES AND NOTICES to.70 

ing or opposing a candidate within 14 days of the spring 
election must be reponed to the board or other appropriate 
liIing officer within 24 hours. See ss. 11.12 (5) and (6) and 
11.23 (6). 

(d) 2nd Wednesday beJore election. 5 p.m., on the 2nd 
Wednesday before the spring election, is the deadline for 
voter registration. Sec s. 6.28 (I). 

(e) 8 day. beJore election. The 8th day before the election is 
the deadline for each candidate, committee, individual or 
group registered under s. 11.05 to liIe a preelection repon 
with the board or other appropriateliling officer. The rcpon 
is current to the end of the 15th day preceding the election. 
Sec ss. 11.09 (3) and 11.20 (2) and (7). 

(5) APRIL. (a) Wedne.day beJore election. On the Wednes­
day before the spring election in I st class cities the city board 
of election commissioners sits to hear registration objections. 
Sec s. 6.48 (2). 

(am) F,iday beJore elec/ion. 5 p.m., on the Friday before 
the spring election, is the deadline for application by mail for 
an absentee ballot for the spring e1cction. Sec s. 6.86 (I). 

(b) Monday beJo,. ,I.etion. I. 5 p.m., on the Monday 
before the spring election, is the deadline for application in 
person for absentee ballots for the spring election. See s. 6.86 
(I). 

2. 5 p.m. on the day before the spring election is the 
deadline for registration at the office of the municipal clerk. 
Sec s. 6.29 (2) (a). 

3. 5 p.m., on the day before the spring election, is the latest 
that voting may be conducted in nursing homes, retirement 
homes and community-based residential facilities. See s. 
6.875 (6). 

(c) First Tuesday in Ap,iI. 1. The lirst Tuesday in April is 
the day of the spring election. See s. 5.02 (21). 

2. 5 p.m. on the day of the election is the deadline for 
hospitalized e1cctors to make application for an absentee 
ballot by agent. Sec s. 6.86 (3) (c). 

(d) Dayaft.relec/ion. Within 24 hours aner the polls close, 
municipalities with more than one ward shall begin municipal 
canvass. Sec s. 7.53 (2). 

(e) 3 day. aJt., last day oj municipal canvas •. I. 5 p.m., 3 
days aner the last day of municipal canvass, is the deadline to 
demand the lirst recount. See s. 9.01 (1) (a). 

2. At 9 a.m. on the day following the last day for liIing of a 
recount petition the board of canvassers reconvenes to begin 
the recount procedure. Sec s. 9.01 (I) (b). 

3.5 p.m., 2 days anercompletion of the lirst recount, is the 
deadline to demand a recount in any remaining wards or 
municipalities. Sec s. 9.01 (4). 

4. No later than 5 business days after the recount determi­
nation aggrieVed parties may appeal to circuit coun. Sec s. 
9.01 (6) (a). 

(1) 3 day. aft., las/ day oj county cam·as •. I. 5 p.m., 3 days 
aner the last day of county canvass, is the dcadlineto demand 
the lirst recount. Sec s. 9.01 (I) (a). 

2. At9 a.m. on the day following the last day for liIing of a 
recount petition the board of canvassers reconvenes to begin 
the recount procedure. Sec s. 9.01 (I) (b). 

3.5 p.m., 2 days anercompletion ofthe lirst recount, is the 
deadline to demand a recount in any remaining wards or 
municipalities. Sec s. 9.01 (4). 

4. No later than 5 business days after the recount determi­
nation aggrieved parties may appeal to circuit coun. Sec s. 
9.01 (6) (a). 

(g) 3 day. aJter last da,' oj $/a" canvas •. I. 5 p.m., 3 days 
aner the last day of state canvass, is the deadline to demand 
the lirst recount. Sec s. 9.01 (I) (a). 
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2. Al 9 a.m. on lhe day rollowing lhelasl day ror filing or a 
recount petition the board of canvassers reconvenes to begin 
lhe recounl prooedure. See s. 9.01 (I) (b). 

3. S p.m .• 2 days after completion of the first recount, is the 
deadline to demand recount in any remaining wards or 
municipalilies. See s. 9.01 (4). 

4. No later than S business days after the recount determi· 
nation aggrieved parties may appeal to circuit court. See s. 
9.01 (6) (a). 

(h) ThumJay afm .Ieelion. 9 a.m .• on lhe Thursday aner 
the spring election, is latest county canvass may begin. See s. 
7.60 (3). 

(6) MAY. (b) May 15. May IS is lhelalesllhe board OrSlale 
canvassers may meet to canvass the spring election. See s. 7.70 
(3) (a). 

(7) JULY. (a) J years alter any election. Records maintained 
by a regislranl under s. II.OS relaling 10 any eleclion may be 
deslroyed 3 years aner such eleclion. See· 55. 11.12 (3) and 
11.23 (3). 

(b) July /0. July 10 is the deadline ror every candidale. 
committee. individual or group registered under s. 11.0S to 
file a continuing report with the board or other appropriate 
filing offioer. Such report is currenllo lhe end or June 30. See 
s. 11.20 (4) and (7). 

Hktory: 1971 c. 304 So 29 (2); 1971 c. 166. 280; 1973c. 33-4 •. 29; 1913<:. 
339; Stat&. 1973 .. 10.10: 1915 c. "20; 19n c ..... 8: 1 979 c. 354: 1981 c. 31 .. II. 5. 
1"6; 1983 •. 539; 1935 L 333 II. 7 .. to 82.173: 1981 •. -404; 1989 •. 368. 

10.72 ElecUono board; Seplember primary and general 
elocUon. The rollowing subseclions sel rorth. in chronologi· 
cal order. dales relaling 10 lhe Seplember primary and 
general election or occurrences during the fall period which 
arrect the eleclions board. 

(1) MAY. (a) 2nd Tuesday in Ma,·. On or berore the 2nd 
Tuesday in May the board sends a lype A nolioe or lhe 
September primary and general election to the county clerks. 
See s. 10.06 (I )(1). 

(2) JUNE. (a) June I. I. June I is the earliesl nominalion 
papers may becirculaled ror candidales ror offices 10 be filled 
at the general election, except president and vice president. 
See 55. 8.1 S (I). 8.17 (2) and 8.20 (8) (a). 

2. S p.m. on June 1 is the deadline for political organizaa 

tions which were listed as independent at the last general 
eleclion and which qualified ror a separale ballol 10 file a 
pelilion wilh lhe board so requesling. See s. S.62 (I) (b). 

3. June 1 is the deadline for political organizations which 
seek 10 qualiry ror a separale ballol allhe Seplember primary 
10 file a pelilion wilh lhe board so requesling. See s. S.62 (2). 

(b) JUIII! 26. No laler lhan June 26.1he board mails 10 each 
candidate for state office or such person's campaign treaa 

surer, to each committee or individual supporting or oppos­
ing acandidale and 10 each group or individual supporting or 
opposing a statewide referendum who is registered with it. 
rorms ror lhe conlinuing report. See s. 11.21 (2). 

(3) JULY. (b) BegiMing on Jul,· II. I. The board sends 
notice to delinquents of failure to comply with filing require­
menls. See s. 11.21 (13). 

2. The board makes a lisl or delinquenlS available ror 
public inspeclion. See s. 11.21 (10). 

(c) 2nd Tuesday in July. I. S p.m .• on lhe 2nd Tuesday in 
July. is the deadline ror candidales ror slale and nalional 
oflkes 10 be filled allhe general eleclion. excepl presidenl and 
vice president. to file nomination papers and a declaration of 
candidacy wilh lhe board. See 55.8.1 S (I) and (4) (b). 8.17 (2) • 
8.20 (6) and (8) (a) and 8.21. 

2. S p.m .• on the 2nd Tuesday in July. is the deadline ror 
candidates for state office to file an application to participate 
in the Wisconsin eleclion campaign rund. See s. 11.50 (2) (a). 
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(em) JuI,· 20. No earlier lhan July I and no laler lhan July 
20. the board reoeives continuing reports by candidales ror 
state office. by committees and individuals supporting or 
opposing candidales and by groups or individuals allempling 
to influence the outcome of a statewide referendum. See s. 
11.20 (4). 

(d) 3rd Tuesday in Jul,·. As soon as possible aner lhe lasl 
day ror filing nominalion pape .. bul no laler lhan the 3rd 
Tuesday in July the board certifies candidales ror offioes ror 
lhe Seplember primary and mails nOlioe 10 counly clerks. See 
s. 10.06 (I) (h). 

(4) AUOUST. (a) Augusll. AUgusl I is lhe earliesl nomina· 
lion pape .. may be circulaled ror independenl candidales ror 
presidenl and vioe presidenl. See s. 8.20 (8) (am). 

(b) 22 days prior 10 primary. No laler lhan 22 days prior 10 
lhe Seplember primary.lhe board mails 10 each candidale ror 
state office or such person's campaign treasurer, and to each 
committee or individual supporting or opposing a candidate 
who is regislered wilh il. rorms ror lhe pre-primary report. 
See 5.11.21 (2). and such pe .. on·scampaign treasurer. and 10 
each committee or individual who is supporting or opposing 
a candidale who is regislered wilh il. See s. 11.21 (12). 

(d) Lasl 14 days before primary. The board shall reoeive 
reporlS or laIC conlribulions or SSOO or more by candidales 
for state office or committees or individuals supporting or 
opposing such candidates and reports of late disbursements 
exceeding S20 by commillees and individuals supporling or 
opposing a candidate for state office during the last 14 days 
berore the Seplember primary. See s. 11.12 (S) and (6). 

(5) SEPTt!>lBER. (a) SeptemINr I. In a generaleleclion year. 
no special election may be scheduled between September I 
and the general eleclion. See s. 8.SO (inlro.). 

(b) 14 108 days INfort primary. No earlierthan 14 days and 
no laler lhan 8 days berore lhe primary. the board shall 
receive eleclion reporlS by candidales ror slale offioe and by 
committees and individuals supponing or opposing such 
candidales. See s. 11.20 (2). 

(bm) lsI Tuesda,· in Sepltmber. S p.m .• on lhe 151 Tuesday 
in Seplember. is lhe deadline ror independenl candidales ror 
president and vice president to file nomination papers and a 
declaralion or candidacy wilh the board. See 55. 8.20 (8) (am) 
and 8.21. 

(c) B'ginning 7 days INfore primary. I. The board sends 
nOlioe 10 delinquenlS orrailure 10 comply wilh filing requi .... 
menlS. See s. 11.21 (13). 

2. The board makes a lisl or delinquenlS available ror 
public inspeclion. See s. 11.21 (10). 

(d) 2nd Tu.sday in September. The 2nd Tuesday in Seplem­
ber is the day or the Seplember primary. See s. S.02 (18). 

(e) 3rd Tuesday in SeplemlNr. I. 4:30 p.m .• on the 3td 
Tuesday in Seplember. is the deadline ror any wrile·in 
candidale ror stale offioe who is oerlified 10 appear on lhe 
general eleclion ballollo file an applicalion 10 parlicipale in 
lhe Wisconsin eleclion campaign rund. See s. II.SO (2) (a). 

2. The 3rd Tuesday in September is the deadline ror any 
candidate seeking to participate in the Wisconsin election 
campaign rund 10 file a special financial reporl wilh lhe 
board. See s. II.SO (2) (c). 

(I) 3 da,·s after primar,' resullS "ui,·.d. I. Al S p.m. on lhe 
3rd business day rollowing lbe day on which the board 
receives the last statement from a county board of canvassers 
for the primary is the deadline to demand a recount. See s. 
9.01 (I) (a). 

2. Al 9 a.m. on the day rollowing the lasl day ror filing or a 
recount petition the board of canvassers reconvenes to begin 
lhe recounl prooedure. See s. 9.01 (I) (b). 
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3.5 p.m., 2 days aner completion of the first recount, is the 
deadline to demand a recount in any remaining wards or 
municipalities. See 5.9.01 (4). 

4. No later than 5 business days aner the recount determi· 
nation aggrieved parties may appeal to circuit court. See s. 
9.01 (6)(a). 

(g) 41h Tuesday in S.plember. I. No later than the 4th 
Tuesday in Septemher the board certifies candidates and 
referenda questions for the general election. See s. 10.06 (I) 
(i). 

2. No later than the 4th Tuesday in September, the board 
sends a certified list of candidates who arc eligible to partici. 
pate in the Wisconsin election campaign fund to the state 
treasurer. See s. 7.08 (2) (c). 

(h) 2nd Tuesday afl" primar}·. The 2nd Tuesday aner the 
September primary is the latest the board of stale canvassers 
may meet to canvass the September primary. See s. 7.70 (3) 
(a). 

(6) OcroOI!ll. (d) 22 da}'s prior 10.leclio •. No later than 22 
days prior to the general election, the board mails to each 
candidate for state office or such person's campaign trea­
surer, to each committee or individual supporting or oppos­
ing a candidate and to each group or individual supporting or 
opposing a statewide referendum who is registered with it. 
forms for the pre-election report. See s. 11.21 (2). 

(g) 2nd Tuesda}' befo" elulio •. Write-in candidates for the 
offace of president and vice president of the United States 
shall file their list of presidential electors and a declaration of 
candidacy with the board by 4:30 p.m. on the 2nd Tuesday 
before the election. Sec ss. 8.185 (2) and 8.21. 

(h) Lasl 14 days befo,. elurion. The board shall receive 
reports of late contributions of S500 or more by candidates 
for state office or committees or individuals supporting or 
opposing such a candidate, and by groups or individuals 
supponing or opposing statewide referenda and reports of 
late disbursements exceeding S20 by committe .. and individ· 
uals supporting or opposing a candidate for state office 
during the last 14 days before the spring election. Seess. 11.12 
(5) and (6) and 11.23(6). 

(i) 14 10 8 day, before eieclion. No earlier than 14 days and 
no later than 8 days before the election, the board shall 
receive election reports by candidates for state office, by 
committees and individuals supporting or opposing such 
candidatcs, and by groups or individuals supponing or 
opposing a statewide referendum. See s. 11.20 (2). 

(j) Beginning 7 days before deClio •. I. The board sends 
notice to delinquents offailure to comply with filing requirea 
ments. See s. 11.21 (13). 

2. The board makes a list of delinquents available for 
public inspection. See s. 11.21 (10). 

(7) NovEMDI!R. (a) Tuesda}' after first Monday in NOI·ember. 
I. The Tuesday aner the first Monday in November is the day 
of the general election. See s. 5.02 (5). 

(b) 1st Friday after eleclio •. The 1st Friday after the 
election at 4:30 p.m .• whenever the board permits. is the 
deadline for write-in candidates for the offices of president 
and vice president who have not filed their electors in advance 
under sub. (6) but would otherwise be eligible to receive the 
electoral votes of this state to file a list of presidential electors 
and a declaration of candidacy with the board. See ss. 8.185 
(2) and 8.21. 

(c) 3 days after eleclion resulrs Teceil'cd I. At 5 p.m. on the 
3rd business day following the day on which the board 
receives the last statement from a county board of canvassers 
for the election is the deadline to demand a recount. See s. 
9.01 (I)(a). 
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2. At9 a.m. on the day following the last day for filing of a 
recount petition the board of canvassers reconvenes to begin 
the recount procedure. See s. 9.01 (I) (b). 

3.5 p.m., 2 days aner completion of the first recount, is the 
deadline to demand a recount in any remaining wards or 
municipalities. See s. 9.01 (4). 

4. No later than 5 business days afier the recount determi· 
nation aggrieved parties may appeal to circuit court. See s. 
9.01 (6) (a). 

(I) DI!Cl!MBI!Il. (a) D«emb.r I. I. December I is the latest 
the board of state canvassers may meet to canvass the general 
election. See s. 7.70 (3) (a). 

2. Following the canvass, the elections board issues certifi· 
cates of election. See s. 7.70 (5) (a). 

(e) 90days after primary. Most Seplember primary eleclion 
materials may be destroyed 90 days after the September 
primary. See s. 7.23. 

(I) Firsl Monday after 2nd Wednesday in rHumb". The 
first Monday aner the 2nd Wednesday in December is the 
latest the board may deliver to onc of the presidential 
electors, in presidential election years, 3 lists of the electors. 
See s. 7.70 (5)(b). 

(g) 90 da}', after .Iulion. Most general election materials 
may be destroyed 90 days aner the general election. See s. 
7.23. 

(h) 3 } .. ars after any el«/ion. Records transferred to the 
board by any former registrant who has submitted a dissolu· 
tion report may be destroyed 3 years afier the last election in 
which the registrant participated. See ss. 11.12 (3) and 11.23 
(3). 

(i) 6 )'MrS afur any ~/tction. Financial reports may be 
destroyed 6 years aner any election. See 55. 7.23 (I) (d) and 
11.21 (lI)(a). 

(Ie) 10 y.ars aft" any el«lio .. Official canvasses may be 
destroyed 10 years aner the election to which they relate. See 
s. 7.23 (I) (i). 

H_torr: 1971 c. 304 I. 29(2); 1973 c:. 334 L 29; 1973 c. 339; Stall. 1973 I. 
10.72; 1975c. 41, 420; 1977 c. 4f8; 1979 c. 3504: 1981 c:. 314 L 146; 1983 .. 36, 
"9; 1985 .. 333 a. 13 to 92, 173; 1987 .. 404; 1989 L 361. 

10,74 County clerk; September prima" and general elec· 
tlon. The following subsections set forth, in chronological 
order. dates relating to the September primary and general 
election or occurrences during the fall period which affect the 
county clerk. 

(2) JUNI!. (a) June I. June I is the earliest nomination 
papers may be circulated for candidates for offices to be filled 
at the general election and for party committeemen and 
committeewomen. See 55. 8.15 (I), 8.17 (2) and 8.20 (8) (a). 

(b) 1st Tu<sda}' in Jun.. On the 1st Tuesday in June the 
county clerk publishes a type A notice for the general 
election. See s. 10.06 (2) (h). 

(c) Jun. 26. No laterthan June 26,the county clerk mails to 
each candidate for county office or such person's campaign 
treasurer, to each committee or individual supporting or 
opposing a candidate and to each group or individual su~ 
porting or opposing a local referendum who is registered with 
such clerk, forms for the continuing report. See s. 11.22 (3). 

(3) JULV. (c) Beginning on July II. I. The clerk sends notice 
to delinquents of failure to comply with filing requirements. 
See s. 11.22 (9). 

2. The clerk makes a list of delinquents available for public 
inspection. See s. 11.22 (5). 

3. The clerk notifies the district attorney or attorney 
general of delinquencies. Seess. 11.22(4), 11.60 (4) and 11.61 
(2). 

(d) 2nd Tuesda}' i. July. 5 p.m., on the 2nd Tuesday in July, 
is the deadline for candidates for counly offices to be filled at 
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the general election and candidates for party <ommittecrnen 
and committeewomen to file nomination papers and a decla· 
ration ofcandida<y with the<ounty derk. See ... 8.IS (I) and 
(4) (b), 8.17 (2), 8.20 (6) and (8) (a) and 8.21. 

(e) July 20. No earlier than July I and no later than July 20, 
the county clerk receives continuing reports by candidates for 
county office, by committees and individuals supporting or 
opposing candidates and by groups or individuals attempting 
to innuent< the outcome of a 10<&1 referendum. See s. 11.20 
(4). 

(4) AUGUST. (am) 3/ days befort primar}'. 31 days before 
the September primary is the latest county derks may di .. 
tribute primary ballots and el«tion blanks prescribed by the 
board to muni<ipal derks. See s. 7.10 (3) (a). 

(b) 22 days prior to primary. No later than 22 days prior to 
the September primary, the county derk mails to eath 
candidate for county office or such person's campaign trea­
surer. and to each committee or individual supporting or 
opposing a eandidate who is registered with the derk, forms 
for the pre-primary report. See s. 11.22 (3). 

(I) Last U days "-fort primary. The county clerk shall 
receive reports of latc contributions of $500 or more by 
candidates for county office or committees or individuals 
supporting or opposing such a candidate, and reports of late 
disbursements exceeding 520 by committees or individuals 
supporting or opposing a candidate for county office during 
the last 14 days before the September primary. Sees. 11.12(5) 
and (6). 

(5) SePl1!MtlER. (a) September I. In a general election year, 
no special election may be scheduled between September I 
and the general election. See s. 8.50 (intro.). 

(b) 2nd Monday "-fa" primar}'. No earlier than 14 days 
and no later than 8 days before the primary, the county clerk 
shall receive election reports by candidates for county office 
and by committees and individuals supporting or opposing 
such candidates. See s. 11.20 (2). 

(c) Beginning 7 days before primary. 1. The clerk sends 
notice to delinquents offailure to comply with filing require­
ments. See s. 11.22 (9). 

2. The clerk makes a list of delinquents available for public 
inspection. See s. 11.22 (S). 

3. The clerk notifies the district attorney or attorney 
general of delinquencies. See ... 11.22(4), I 1.60(4) and 11.61 
(2). 

(d) Monda}' before primary. On the Monday before the 
September primary the county derk publishes a type B notice 
for the primary. See s. 10.06 (2) (i). 

(e) 2nd Tuesday in September. 1. The 2nd Tuesday in 
September is the day of the September primary. See s. S.02 
(18). 

(I) Thursday after primary. 9 a.m .. on the Thursday aner 
the September primary. is the latest county canvass may 
begin. See s. 7.60 (3). 

(g) 3 da}'s aft., last da}' of county ca .. ·ass. I. S p.m .. 3 days 
aner the last day of the county canvass, is the deadline to 
demand the lirst r«ount. See s. 9.01 (I) (a). 

2. At 9 a.m. on the day following the last day for filing of a 
recount petition the board of canvassers reconvenes to begin 
the recount procedure. See s. 9.01 (I) (b). 

3. S p.m., 3 days aner completion of the first r«ount, is the 
deadline to demand a recount in any remaining wards or 
municipalities. See s. 9.01 (4). 

4. No later than S business days ancr the recount determia 

nation aggrieved parties may appeal to circuit court. See s. 
9.0\ (6) (a). 

(h) 7 da,.. after primar}'. No later than 7 days aner the 
September primary, the county clerk transmits to the board a 
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statement of votes cast for state and national offices at the 
primary. See s. 7.60 (S). 

(6) OcTOBeR. (am) 31 day. b.fo" .Iection. 31 days before 
the general election is the latest county clerks may distribute 
ballots and el"'tion blanks prescribed by the board to munici­
pal clerks. See s. 7.10 (3) (a). 

(ar) 4th Tuesday before election. On the 4th Tuesday before 
the general el«tion, the county <Ierk publishes a type A 
notice of any state or county referendum to be held at the 
el«tion. See s. 10.06 (2) (L). 

(b) 22 day. prior to .Iection. No later than 22 days prior to 
the general election, the county clerk mails to ea<h eandidate 
for county efTa or such person's campaign treasurer, to each 
committee or individual supporting or opposing a eandidate, 
and to each group or individual supporting or opposing a 
local referendum who is registered with the derk, forms for 
the pre-el«tion report. See s. 11.22 (3). 

(e) Last 14 da}'. before election. The county clerk shall 
r=ive reports of late contributions of $SOO or more by 
candidates for county office or committees or individuals 
supporting or opposing such a candidate, and by groups or 
individuals supporting or opposing a county referendum and 
reports of late disbursements exceeding 520 by committees 
and individuals supporting or opposing a candidate for 
county office during the last 14 days before the el«tion. See 
... 11.12 (S) and (6) and 11.23 (6). 

(I) 2nd Monday "-foralection. No earlier than 14 days and 
no later than 8 days before the election, the county clerk shall 
r=ive election reports by candidates for county office, by 
committees and individuals supporting or opposing such 
candidates, and by groups or individuals supporting or 
opposing a county referendum. See s. 11.20 (2). 

(g) Beginning 7 da}'. befo,. .Iection. I. The derk sends 
notice to delinquents of failure to comply with filing require­
ments. See s. 11.22 (9). 

2. The clerk makes a list of delinquents available for public 
inspe<tion. See s. 11.22 (S). 

3. The Clerk notifies the district attorney or attorney 
general of delinquencies. See ... 11.22 (4), 11.60 (4) and 11.61 
(2). 

(7) NOVI!MDER. (a) Monday befo,. election. On the Monday 
before the general election the county derk publishes a type B 
notice. and a type C notice when necessary, for the general 
el«tion. See s. 10.06 (2) (m). 

(b) Tuesday after first Monday in No ... mber. The Tuesday 
aner the first Monday in November is the day of the general 
election. See s. S.02 (S). 

«) Thursday after .I«lion. 9 a.m .. on the Thursday aner 
the general election, is the latest county eanvass may begin. 
See s. 7.60 (3). 

(d) 3 days after last day of county can ........ I. S p.m., 3 days 
aner the last day of county canvass, is the deadline to demand 
the first recount. See s. 9.01 (I) (a). 

2. At 9 a.m. on the day following the last day for filing of a 
recount petition the board of canvassers reconvenes to begin 
the recount procedure. See s. 9.01 (I) (b). 

3. S p.m., 2 days anercompletion of the first recount, is the 
deadline to demand a recount in any remaining wards or 
municipalities. See s. 9.01 (4). 

4. No later than S business days after the r«ount determi­
nation aggrieved parties may appeal to circuit court. See s. 
9.01 (6) (a). 

(e) Expiration o/recount period. Immediately aRer expira­
tion of the recount period, the county clerks issue a certificate 
of election to each individual elected to county office. Sec s. 
7.60 (6). • 
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(I) 10 tlDys aft" .I.elion. No later than 10 days aner the 
general election. the county clerk delivers or transmits to the 
board a statement of votes cast for state and national offices 
and statewide rererenda at the election. See s. 7.60 (S). 

(8) DecBMlIl!R. (c) 90 days afler primary. Most September 
primary election materials may be destroyed 90 days aner the 
September primary. See s. 7.23. 

(d) 90 do)'s a/trr ~/ution. Most general election materials 
may be destroyed 90 days arter the general election. See s. 
7.23. 

(dm) 1 year aft" anyeleelion. Election notices. correspon­
dence in connection with such notices and proofs of publica· 
tion may be destroyed I year aner the election to which they 
relate. See s. 7.23 (I) (j). 

(e) 3 yea,. afler any el.elion. Records transrerred to the 
county clerk by any rormer registrant who has submitted a 
dissolution report may be destroyed 3 years arter the last 
election in which the registrant participated. See ss. 11.12 (3) 
and 11.23 (3). 

(I) 6 ~a" Qft~, any election. Financial reports may be 
destroyed 6 years aner any election. See s. 7.23 (I) (d). 

(g) 10 yea,. after any eleelion. Official canvasses may be 
destroyed 10 years aner the election to whi-ch they relate. See 
s. 7.23 (I) (i). 

HIiItory:: 1911 c. lOot IS. 17.29 (2); 1973 c. J34 L 29; 1973 c. 336 So 1m; 
1973 c. 339; Stats. 1973 L 10.74; 1975 c. 420; 1977 c. 448; 1979 c. 3S4; 1911 c. 
31 ••. 146; 198] L S19; 1985 •. ]]]; 1987 •• 404; 1919 •. S6, 361. 

10.76 Municipal clerk and governing body; September 
primary and general election. The rollowing subsections set 
forth. in chronological order. dates relating to the September 
primary and general election or occurrences during the fall 
period which arrect the municipal clerk and governing body. 

(1) MARCH. (a) March 1. March I is the earliest application 
may be made ror absentee ballots ror the September primary. 
See s. 6.86 (I). 

(lg) MAY. (a) May 1. May I is the earliest application may 
be made ror absentee ballots ror the general election. See s. 
6.86 (I). 

(1 r) JUNll. (a) 90 do)', before primar)·. No later than the 90th 
day berore the September primary. the municipal clerk mails 
write-in absentee ballots to qualified electors who have 
requested them. See s. 7.1S (I) (cs). 

(b) June 26. No later than June 26. the municipal clerk 
mails to each candidate for municipal office or such person's 
campaign treasurer, to each committee or individual support~ 
ing or opposing a candidate and to eaeh group or individual 
supponing or opposing a municipal referendum who is 
registered with the clerk. rorms ror the continuing report. See 
s. 11.22 (3). 

(2) JULY. (a) July I. On July I preceding a September 
primary. the municipal clerks certiry to the county clerk the 
approximate number or electors in the district. See s. S.66 (I). 

(b) 60 tIDy, before primary. I. Until 60 days berore the 
September primary. wards may be united to raeilitate using a 
common polling place. See s. S.lS (6) (b). 

2. The deadline ror establishing polling places is 60 days 
berore the September primary. See s. S.2S (3). 

(d) BegiMing on July II. I. The clerk sends notice to 
delinquents of failure to comply with filing requirements. See 
s. 11.22 (9). 

2. The clerk makes a list or delinquents available ror public 
inspection. See s. 11.22 (S). 

3. The clerk notifies the district attorney of delinquencies. 
See s. 11.22 (4). 

(e) July 20. No earlier than July I and no later than July 20. 
the municipal clerk receives continuing reports by candidates 
ror municipal office. by committees and individuals support-
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ing or opposing candidates and by groups or individuals 
attempting to influence the outcome of a municipal refercn .. 
dum. See s. 11.20 (4). 

(3) AUGUST. (a) 90 tIDy, before eleelion. No later than the 
90th day berore the general election. the municipal clerk mails 
write-in absentee ballots to qualified electors who have 
requested them. See s. 7.IS (I) (cs). 

(b) 30 tIDy, before primary. I. No later than the 30th day 
berore the September primary. the municipal clerk mails 
official absentee ballots to qualified electors who have re­
quested them. See s. 7.1 S (I) (cm). 

2. The deadline ror selecting tabulators to assist with the 
September primary canvass is 30 days berore thc September 
primary. See s. 7.30 (3). 

3. In municipalities employing an electronic voting system, 
the deadline ror placement or a demonstrator system is 30 
days berore the September primary. See s. S.8O. 

(bm) 41h Tue,day before primary. On the 4th Tuesday 
berore the September primary. the municipal clerk publishes 
a type E notice for the September primary. If there is a 
municipal rercrendum. the municipal clerk publishes a type A 
notice orthc rererendum. See s. 10.06 (3) (cm). 

(c) 22 tIDy, prior 10 primary. No later than 22 days prior to 
the September primary. the municipal clerk mails to each 
candidate ror municipal office or such person's campaign 
treasurer, and to each committee or individual supporting or 
opposing a candidate who is registered with thc clerk, rorms 
ror the preprimary report. See s. 11.22 (3). 

(em) 10 do)', before primary. No later than 10 days berore 
the September primary. in any municipality employing an 
electronic voting system which utilizes automatic tabulating 
equipment. the municipal clerk has the equipment publicly 
tested. See s. S.84 (I). 

(I) 2nd WedM,tlDy before primary. I. S p.m .. on the 2nd 
Wednesday berore the September primary. is tbe deadline ror 
registration. See s. 6.28 (I). 

2. The 3rd day aner registration closes is the latest register­
ing municipal clerks may mail voting privilege cancellation 
cards. See s. 6.40 (I) (b). 

(4) Sl!P11!MBBR. (a) 22 monlM afler federalelulion. Appli­
cations ror ballots or registration. or other records and papers 
relating to voting at a federal election, other than registration 
rorms. may be destroyed 22 months aner the election. See s. 
7.23 (1)(1). 

(am) 60 days before eleelion. I. The deadline ror petitions 
requesting submission of question to require or abolish 
registration in municipalities of 5,000 population or less is 60 
days berore the general clection. See s. 6.27 (3) and (4). 

2. Until 60 days berore the general election. wards may be 
united to racilitate the use or a common polling place. See s. 
S.IS (6) (b). 

3. The deadline ror establishing polling places is 60 days 
berore the general election. See s. S.2S (3). 

(b) 2nd Monda)' before primary. I. The 2nd Monday berore 
the September primary is the latest 4th class cities. villages 
and towns may publish the first of2 nOliccsofa change in the 
polling hours. See s. 6.78 (2). 

2. No earlier than 14 days and no later than g days berore 
the primary. the municipal clerk shall receive election reports 
by candidates for municipal office and by committees and 
individuals supporting or opposing such candidates. See s. 
11.20 (2). 

(c) B'giMing 7 do)" before primar)·. I. The clerk sends 
notice to delinquents or railure to comply with filing require­
ments. See s. 11.22 (9). 

2. The clerk makes a list or delinquents available ror public 
inspection. See s. 11.22 (S). 
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3. The clerk notifies the district attorney of delinquencies. 
See s. 11.22 (4). 

(d) W~sday befoTt primar)·. On the Wednesday before 
the September primary in cities of the 1st class the board of 
election commissioners sits to hear registration objections. 
See s. 6.48 (2). 

(e) FridaybefoTtprimary. I. The Friday before the Septem­
ber primary is the deadline for filing observer appointments. 
See s. 7.39 (3). 

2. Vacancies may be filled within 4 days. See s. 7.38 (3). 
3. 5 p.m .. on the Friday before the September primary, is 

the deadline for receipt of mail applications for absentee 
ballots for the primary. See s. 6.86 (I). 

(I) Monday befoT< primary. I. The Monday before the 
September primary is the latest election materials may be 
delivered to wards. See s. 7.15 (3) (b) and (5). 

2. The Monday before the September primary is the latest 
4th class cities, villages and towns may publish the 2nd of 2 
notices of a change in the polling hours. See s. 6.78 (2). 

3. 5 p.m., on the Monday before the September primary, is 
the deadline for application in person for absentee ballots for 
the September primary. Sec s. 6.86 (I). 

4. On the Monday before the September primary, the 
municipal clerk publishes type Band 0 notices for the 
primary. If voting machines or electronic voting systems 
employing a ballot card or label are used in the municipality, 
the notice shall include all offices to be voted on at the 
primary. Sec .. 10.06 (3) (e). 

(g) 2nd Tu~sday in September. I. The 2nd Tuesday in 
September is the day of the September primary. See s. 5.02 
(18). 

2. 5 p.m. on the day of the primary is the deadline for 
hospitalized electors to make application for an absentee 
ballot by agent. See s. 6.86 (3) (c). 

3. Upon completion of the ward canvass, the results shall 
be announced, the results telephoned to the proper clerks and 
all materials returned to the municipal clerk immediately. See 
ss. 7.51 (4) (b) and (5) and 7.53 (I). 

4. Following the September primary any unused election 
materials and contents of blank ballot box may be destroyed 
as the municipal clerk directs. See s. 7.23 (I) (a). 

(h) /)Qy after primary. I. 2 p.m .. on the day after the 
September primary, is the deadline for municipal clerks to 
deliver election materials to the county clerk. See ss. 7.51 (5) 
and 7.53 (3). 

2. In municipalities having registration, the municipal 
clerk checks the name of each elector who has been allowed to 
vote at the election whose name did not appear on the 
registration list and revises the list accordingly. See s. 6.56. 

3. Beginning on the day aner the September primary, the 
municipal clerk investigates to assure that no person has been 
allowed to vote more than once at the primary. See s. 6.56(4). 

(i) 14 da)'s after primary. No earlier than 14 days after the 
September primary, voting machine recorders used in the 
primary may be cleared and reactivated and detachable 
recording units and compartments used with electronic vot· 
ing machines may be cleared or erased. Sec s. 7.23 (I) (b) and 
(g). 

(5) OCTOBER. (a)30 days before election. I. The deadline for 
selecting tabulators to assist with the general election canvass 
is 30 days before the general election. See s. 7.30 (3). 

2. No later than the 30th day before the general election, 
the municipal clerk mails official absentee ballots to qualified 
electors who have requested them. See s. 7.15 (I) (em). 

3. In municipalities employing an electronic voting system. 
the deadline for placement of a demonstrator system is 30 
days before the general election. See s. 5.80. 
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(am) 4th TuesdQ)' befoTt ~/ection. On the 4th Tuesday 
before the general election, the municipal clerk publishes a 
type E notice for the general election. If there is a municipal 
referendum, the municipal clerk publishes a type A notice of 
the referendum. See s. 10.06 (3) (em). 

(b) 30 days after primary. I. No laterthan 30 days anerthe 
September primary, the municipal clerk submits to the 
county clerk a statement or registration and voting inrorma .. 
tion. See s. 6.275 (I). 

2. No earlier than 30 days aner the September primary, 
primary ballots may be destroyed. Sec s. 7.23 (I) (b). 

(d) 22 days prior to ~/ection. No later than 22 days prior to 
the general election, the municipal clerk mails to each candi­
date for municipal office or such person's campaign trea­
surer, to each committee or individual supponing or oppos­
ing a candidate and to each group or individual supporting or 
opposing a municipal referendum who is registered with the 
clerk, forms for the preelection report. See s. 11.22 (3). 

(I) 2nd WedMsday before ~/~ct;on. I. 5 p.m .. on the 2nd 
Wednesday before the general election, i. the deadline for 
voter registration. Sec s. 6.28 (I). 

2. The 3rd day aner registration closes is the latest register­
ing municipal clerks may mail voting privilege cancellation 
cards. See s. 6.40 (I) (b). 

(g) Last 14 days before election. The municipal clerk shall 
receive reports oflate contributions exceeding SSOO by groups 
or individuals supponing or opposing municipal referenda 
during the last 14 days before the spring election. See s. 11.23 
(6). 

(gm) 10 days before ~/ection. No later than 10 days before 
the general election, in any municipality employing an elec­
tronic voting system which utilizes automatic tabulating 
equipment, the municipal clerk has the equipment publicly 
tested. See s. 5.84 (I). 

(b) 2nd Monday before el.etion. I. The 2nd Monday before 
the general election is the latest 4th class cities, villages and 
towns may publish the first of 2 notices of a change in the 
polling hours. Sec s. 6.78 (2). 

2. No earlier than 14 days and no later than 8 days before 
the election, the municipal clerk shall receive election repons 
by candidates ror municipal office, by committees and indi­
viduals supponing or opposing such candidates, and by 
groups and individuals supponing or opposing municipal 
referenda. Sec s. 11.20 (2). 

(i) Beginning 7 da)'s before ~/ect;on. 1. The clerk sends 
notice to delinquents offailureto comply with filing require­
ments. See s. 11.22 (9). 

2. The clerk makes a list of delinquents available for public 
inspection. See s. 11.22 (5). 

3. The clerk notifies the district attorney of delinquencies. 
See s. 11.22 (4). 

(j) Wednesday before election. On the Wednesday before 
the general election in cilies of the 1st class, the board of 
election commissioners sits to hear registration objections. 
See s. 6.48 (2). 

(k) Friday before election. 1. The Friday before the general 
election is the deadline for filiAg observer appointments. Sec 
s. 7.39 (3). 

2. Vacancies may be filled within 4 days. See s. 7.38 (3). 
3. 5 p.m., on the Friday before the general election, is the 

deadline for receipt of applications by mail for absentee 
ballots for the election. See s. 6.86 (I). 

(6) NOVEMBER. (a) Monday before election. I. 5 p.m. on the 
Monday before the general election is the deadline for 
application in person for absentee ballots for the general 
election. See s. 6.86 (I). 

• 

• 

• 
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2. The Monday before Ihe general eleclion is Ihelalesl 41h 
class eili ... villages and lowns may publish Ihe 2nd of 2 
nOlices of a change in Ihe polling hours. See s. 6.78 (2). 

3. The Monday before Ihe general eleclion is Ihe lalesl 
eleclion malerials may be delivered 10 wards. See s. 7.1 S (3) 
(b) and (S). 

4. On lhe Monday beforelhe general eleclion. lhe munici­
pal cleric publishes Iype B and D nOlices for Ihe eleclion. If 
voting machines or electronic voting systems employing a 
ballol card or label arc used in Ihe municipalilY. Ihe nOlice 
shall include all offices and queslions 10 be vOled on al Ihe 
elcelion. See s. 10.06 (3) (d) and (c). 

(b) Tu .. day afltr first Monday i. Norembtr. I. The Tues­
day aner Ihe firsl Monday in November is Ihe day of Ihe 
general elcelion. See s. S.02 (S). 

2. S p.m. on Ihe day of Ihe eleclion is Ihe deadline for 
hospilalized elcelors 10 make applicalion for an absenlee 
ballol by agenl. Sec s. 6.86 (3) (c). 

3. Upon complelion of Ihe ward canvass, lhe resulu shall 
be announoed.lhe results lelephoned 10 Ihe proper clerks and 
all malerials relurned 10 Ihe municipal clerk immedialely. Sec 
ss. 7.S1 (4) (b) and (S) and 7.S3 (I). 

4. Following Ihe general eleclion any unused eleclion 
malerials may be deslroyed as Ihe municipal clerk directs. Sec 
s. 7.23 (1) (a). 

(c) Followi.g gmeral eltctio •. 1. Following each general 
election municipal clerks in municipalities having registration 
conduct a mail canvass of nonvoting electors to revise and 
updale Ihe regislralion lisl. See s. 6.S0. 

2. 4 years aOer registration cancellation the cards may be 
deslroyed. See .. 7.23 (I) (c~ 

3. Beginning on the day aOer the general election. the 
municipal clerk investigales 10 assure Ihal no person has been 
allowed 10 vole more Ihan once in Ihe elcelion. Sec s. 6.S6 (4). 

(d) Day afm ge.eralelectlo •. 2 p.m .. on Ihe day after Ihe 
general election, is the deadline for municipal clerks to deliver 
elcelion malerials to Ihecounly clerk. Seess. 7.S1 (S) and 7.S3 
(3). 

(dm) 21 days after eltction. No laler Ihan 21 days after Ihe 
general election, voting machine recorders used in the elec­
tion may be cleared and reactivated and detachable recording 
units and compartments used with electronic voting machines 
may be cleared or erased. See s. 7.23 (1) (b) and (g). 

(7) DECEMBER. (a) 30 da)'s after election. I. No earlier Ihan 
30 days after Ihe general eleclion. eleclion ballots may be 
deslroyed. See s. 7.23 (I) (h). 

2. No laler Ihan 30 days after Ihe general eleclion. Ihe 
municipal clerk submits to the county clerk a statement of 
regislralion and voting informalion. See s. 6.27S (I). 

(am) 90 da)'s after primary. I. Mosl Seplember primary 
eleclion malerials may be deslroyed 90 days after Ihe Seplem­
ber primary. Sec s. 7.23. 

2. No earlier Ihan 90 days afler Ihe Seplember primary. 
regislralion and poll lisls erealed for Ihe 2nd preceding 
primary may be deslroyed. See s. 7.23 (I) (e). 

(b) December 15. On December IS in Ihe year prior 10 Ihe 
time for appointment of new election officials. and political 
parties shall submit their nominees for election officials. See s. 
7.30 (4)(c). 

(c) 90 da}'J aft~r election. Most general election materials 
may be deslroyed 90 days after general eleclion. See s. 7.23. 

(em) I year after an}' ~/ec'ion. Election notices. correspon· 
dence in connection with such notices and proofs of publica· 
lion may be deslroyed 1 year after Ihe eleelion 10 which Ihey 
relale. See s. 7.23 (I) (j). 

(d) 3 )'ears after any election. Records Iransferred 10 Ihe 
municipal clerk by any fonner regislranl who has submilled a 

DATES AND NOnCES 10.78 

dissolulion repon may be deslroyed 3 years after Ihe lasl 
election in which lhe regislranl panicipaled. Sec ss. 11.12 (3) 
and 11.23 (3). 

(0) 6 years after a.y electio •. Financial reports may be 
deslroyed 6 years after any elcelion. See s. 7.23. 

(I) 10 years after any electio •. Official canvasses may be 
deslroyed 10 years after Ihe elcelion 10 which Ihey relale. Sec 
s. 7.23 (l)(i). 

(8) FI!BRU'RY. (a) 90 da)'s after election. No earlier than 90 
days after Ihe general eleclion. rcgiSlration and poll lisls 
ccealed for Ihe 2nd preceding eleclion may be deslroyed. Sec 
s. 7.23 (I) (e). 

H~tory: 1971 c. 304 a. 18.29(2); 1973 c. 166; 1973 c. 334 L 29; 1973 c. 
336L2; 1973c.339; Stat.a. 1971L 10.76; 1975c.42O; 19nc. 39·h. 53; 19nc . 
..... ; 1979c. 3541; 1981 c. 314 •. 146; 1981 c. 391; 1983L 36. 539; 1985 •. 135 L 
15; 1985 a. 333 .. 11510 149. 173; 1987 L o4Oot as. 33.35.3910 49; 1989 •. 56, 
368; 1991 L 31. 

10.78 Candldat •• ; Seplember primary and lIeneral alee­
tlon. The following subseclions sci fonh, in chronological 
order. dates relating to the September primary and general 
eleclion or occurrences during Ihe fall period which affecllhe 
candidales. 

(1) JUNE. (a) JIIM I. June I is Ihe earliesl nominalion 
papers may be circulaled foreandidales for offices 10 be filled 
at the general election, except president and vice president, 
and for party committeemen and committeewomen. Sec ss. 
8.1 S (I), 8.17 (2) and 8.20 (8)(a). 

(2) JIlLY. (b) 2nd Tuesda)' i. July. 1. S p.m .. on lhe 2nd 
Tuesday in July, is Ihe deadline for candidales for offices 10 
be filled al Ihe general eleclion. excepl presidenl and vice 
president, and candidates for party committeemen and com· 
miucewomen to file nomination papers and a declaration or 
candidacy. See ss. 8.lS (1) and (4) (b), 8.17 (2), 8.20 (6) and 
8.21. 

2. S p.m., on Ihe 2nd Tuesday in July. is Ihe deadline for 
candidates ror slate office to file applications to participate in 
lhe Wisconsin eleclion campaign fund. See s. II.SO (2) (a). 

(c) Friday after 2nd Tuesday in July. 4:30 p.m., on Ihe 
Friday after Ihe 2nd Tuesday in July, is Ihe deadline for 
candidates for state office to file statements of economic 
inlerests wilh lhe elhics board. Sec s. 19.43 (4). 

(d) July 20. July 20 is Ihe deadline for every candidale for 
slale or local office or such person's personal campaign 
committee to file a continuing report with the board or other 
appropriale filing officer. Such repon is currenllo Ihe end of 
June 30. See s. 11.20 (4) and (7). 

(3) AI1OUST. (a) August I. Augusl I is Ihe earliesl nomina­
lion papers may be circulated for independenl candidates for 
presidenl and vice presidenl. See s. 8.20 (8) (am). 

(b) Last 14 days before primary. During the lasl 14 days 
before Ihe Seplember primary, any conlribution of SSOO or 
more which is received by a candidalC, or by his or her 
personal campaign commillec wilhin 14 days oflhe primary 
must be reponed 10 Ihe board or olher appropriate filing 
officer wilhin 24 hours. See s. 11.12 (S). 

(4) Sepl1lMBeR. (a) 8 days before primary. The 81h day 
before the primary is the deadline for each candidate for state 
or local office or his or her personal campaign committee to 
file a pre-primary repon wilh Ihe board or olher appropriale 
filing officer. Such repon is currenllo Iheend oflhelSlh day 
prcoeding Ihe primary. See s. 11.20 (2) and (7). 

(am) 1st Tuesday i. September. S p.m .. on Ihe lSi Tuesday 
in Seplember. is Ihe deadline for independenl candidales for 
president and vice president to file nomination papers and a 
declaralion of candidacy wilh Ihe board. Sec ss. 8.20 (8) (am) 
and 8.21. 



to.78 DATES AND NOncES 

(b) Friday befo,. prinuJr,'. \. The Friday before Ihe Sep­
lember primary iJ Ihe deadline for filing observer appoinl' 
menls, See s. 7,39 (3). 

2. Vacancies may be filled wilhin 4 days. See s. 7.38 (3). 
(c) 2nd Tuesday in September. \. The 2nd Tuesday in 

Seplember iJ Ihe day of Ihe Seplember primary. See s. 5.02 
(18). 

2. Upon complelion of Ihe ward canvass. Ihe results shall 
be announced.lhe results lelephoned 10 Ihe proper clerks and 
all malerials relurned 10 Ihe municipal clerk immedialely. See 
ss. 7.51 (4) (b) and (5) and 7.53 (I), 

(d) Thursday after primary. 9 a.m .. on Ihe Thursday aner 
Ihe Seplember primary. iJ Ihe lalesl counly canvass may 
begin. See s, 7.60 (3). 

(g) 3 days after last day of county ca",'ass. I. 5 p.m., 3 days 
aner Ihe lasl day of counlycanvass, iJ Ihe deadline 10 demand 
Ihe firsl recount. See s. 9.01 (I) (a), 

2. AI9 a.m. on Ihe day following Ihe lasl day for filing of a 
recount petition the board of canvassers reconvenes to begin 
Ihe recounl procedure. See s. 9.01 (I) (b). 

3. 5 p.m .. 2 days aner complelion ofthe firsl recounl. is Ihe 
deadline to demand a recount in any remaining wards or 
municipalilies. See s. 9.01 (4). 

4. No later than S business days after the recount determi­
nation aggrieved parties may appeal to the circuit court. Sees. 
9.01 (6) (a). 

(b) 3rd Tuesday in September. \. 4:30 p.m .. on Ihe 3rd 
Tuesday in Seplember. is Ihe deadline for any wrile·in 
candidale for slale office who iJ certified 10 appear on Ihe 
general election ballollo file an applicalion 10 participale in 
Ihe Wisconsin eleclion campaign fund. See s. 11.50 (2) (a). 

2. The 3rd Tuesday in Seplember iJ Ihe deadline for any 
candidate seeking to participate in the Wisconsin election 
campaign fund 10 file a special financial report wilh Ihe 
board. See s. I\,5O (2)(c). 

3. The 3rd Tuesday in Seplember is Ihe deadline for any 
candidate in the general election who filed an application to 
participate in the Wisconsin election campaign fund to with .. 
draw Ihe applicalion. See s. 11.50 (2) (h). 

(hm) 7 days after completion of county canl'ass. No earlier 
Ihan 7 days nor laler Ihan 30 days aner complelion of Ihe 
county canvass each county party committee under s. 8.17 
holds a meeling. See s, 8,17 (5) (b). 

(i) 2nd Tuesday after primar,'. The 2nd Tuesday aner Ihe 
September primary is the latest the board of state canvassers 
may meello canvass Ihe Seplember primary. See s. 7,70 (3) 
(a). 

Gl 3 days after last da" of state canvass. I. S p.m .. 3 days 
aner the last day of state canvass, is the deadline to demand 
Ihe firsl recounl. See s. 9.01 (I) (a). 

2. AI9 a.m. on Ihe day following Ihe lasl day for filing of a 
recount petition the board of canvassers reconvenes to begin 
Ihe recounl procedure. See s. 9.01 (I) (b). 

3. 5 p.m .• 2 days aner completion oflhe firsl recounl. iJ Ihe 
deadline to demand a recount in any remaining wards or 
municipalilies. See s. 9.01 (4). 

4. No laler Ihan 5 business days aner Ihe recounl delermi· 
nation aggrieved parties may appeal to circuit court. See s. 
9.01 (6) (a). 

(S) OcTOBER. (a) First Tuesday in Octoher. AI 10 a.m. on 
the first Tuesday in October in presidential election years, 
each political party shall hold a convention in the state capitol 
to select presidential electors. See s. 8.18. 

(b) 2nd Tuesda,' in Octoher. The 2nd Tuesday in Oclober is 
Ihe lasl day on which a candidale for stale office who accepls 
a campaign grant may return any portion of the grant. Sec s. 
11.50 (10m). 
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(c) 2nd Tuesday befo,. elution. Write·in candidales for Ihe 
office of presidenl and vice presidenl shall file Iheir lisl of 
presidenlial eleclors and a declaralion of candidacy wilh Ihe 
board by 4:30 p.m. on Ihe 2nd Tuesday before Ihe eleclion. 
See ss. 8.185 (2) and 8.2\' 

(d) Last 14 da,'s hefo,. electioo. During Ihe lasl 14 days 
before Ihe general election. any conlribulion ofS500 or more 
which is received by a candidale or by hiJ or her personal 
campaign commillce wilhin 14 days of Ihe eleclion musl be 
reporled 10 Ihe board or olher appropriale filing officer 
wilhin 24 hours. See s. 11.12 (5). 

(e) 8 da,'s hefo,. elution. The 81h day before lhe eleclion iJ 
lhe deadline for each candidate for slate or local office or his 
or her personal campaign commillee 10 file a pr .... lection 
reporl wilh Ihe board or olher appropriale filing officer. Such 
reporl iJ currenl 10 lhe end of Ihe 141h day preceding Ihe 
election. See s. 1\.20 (2) and (7), 

(f) Friday before elution. I. The Friday before lhe general 
election is Ihe deadline for filing observer appoinlments. See 
s. 7.39 (3). 

2. Vacancies may be filled wilhin 4 days. See s, 7.38 (3). 
(6) NOVEMBER. (a) Tuesday after first Monda" in NOl'ember. 

I. The Tuesday aner Ihe firsl Monday in November iJ Ihe day 
of Ihe general eleclion. See s. 5.02 (5). 

2, Upon complelion of Ihe ward canvass. lhe results shall 
be announced. Ihe resulls lelephoned 10 lhe proper clerks and 
all malerials relurned 10 Ihe municipal clerk immedialely. See 
ss. 7.SI (4) (b) and (S) and 7.53 (I). 

(b) Thursday after election. AI9 a.m, on Ihe Thursday ancr 
lhe general election iJ Ihe lalesl county canvass may begin. 
See s. 7.60 (3). 

(c) 1st Friday after election. On lhe lsI Friday aner Ihe 
election, whenever Ihe board permits. write·in candidates for 
Ihe offices of presidenl and vice presidenl who have nol filed 
as provided in sub. (5) (c) bul would olherwise be eligible 10 
receive the electoral votes of this state shall file their list of 
presidenlial electors and a declaralion of candidacy wilh Ihe 
board by 4:30 p.m. See ss. 8.185 (2) and 8.2\' 

(d) 3 da,~ after last day of county canvass. \. 5 p.m., 3 days 
after the last day of county canvass, is the deadline to demand 
lhe firsl recounl. See s. 9.0\ (I) (a). 

2. AI9 a,m, on Ihe day following Ihe lasl day for filing of a 
recount petition the board of canvassers reconvenes to begin 
Ihe recounl procedure. See s, 9.01 (I) (b). 

3.5 p,m .. 2 days anercomplelion oflhe first recount. iJ Ihe 
deadline to demand a recount in any remaining wards or 
municipalilies. See s. 9.0\ (4). 

4. No laler Ihan 5 business days aner Ihe recounl delermi· 
nalion aggrieved parlies may appeal 10 circuil court. See s. 
9.01 (6) (a). 

(e) NOI'ember 30. No laler Ihan November 30 in Ihe even· 
numbered years, the political parties submit their nominees 
for election officials. See s. 7.30 (4) (c). 

(7) DeCEM1II!R. (a) December 1. December I iJ Ihe lalesllhe 
board of Slale canvassers may meel 10 canvass Ihe general 
eleclion. See s. 7.70 (3) (a). 

(b) 3 days after last day of state canvass. \. 5 p.m .. 3 days 
aner Ihe lasl day of slale canvass, iJ Ihe deadline 10 demand 
Ihe firsl recounl. See s. 9.0\ (I) (a), 

2. AI9 a.m. on Ihe day following Ihelasl day for filing of a 
recount petition the board of canvassers reconvenes to begin 
Ihe recounl procedure. See s. 9.01 (I) (b), 

3.5 p.m .• 2 days anercomplelion oflhe firsl recounl. iJ Ihe 
deadline to demand a recount in any remaining wards or 
municipalities. See s. 9.0\ (4), 

• 

• 

• 
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4. No later than S business days ancr the recount detcnni­
nation aggrieved panics may appeal to circuit coun. See s. 
9.01 (6) (a). 

(c) First Mondaya/ter the 2nd Wedn .. da)· in December. At 
12 noon on the first Monday after the 2nd Wednesday in 
December. in presidential election years, the presidential 
electors meet at the state capitol. See s. 7.75 (I). 

(e) J y~a,s afl~r any election. Records maintained by a 
candidate or his or her campaign treasurer relating to any 
election may be destroyed 3 yoars aner such election. See s. 
11.12(3). 

(8) JANUARY. (a) Januar)' 31. January 31 is the deadline for 
each candidate at the general election who receives a grant 
from the Wisconsin election campaign fund to deliver or 
transmit to the board proof of payment for disbursements 
made unless a candidate panicipates in a special election at 
least 30 day. befo", that date. See s. I 1. SO (12). 

HiItory: 1911~. 3D' I. 29 (2); 1973 c. 334 I. 29; 1913 <:. 336'0 J; 1973 Co 
339; Stall. 1973 .. 10.78; 1975 c. "20; 1977 c. 4<18; 1979 c. 35<1; 1981 c. 314 .. 
146; 1911 c. 390 •. 2S2; 191) L 5)9; 1985 •. 333 IS. ISOto 156. 173; 1917 •. «M; 
1989 L 368; 1991 L 32. 

10.80 Public and gonoral provIsions; Soplomber prima" 
and genoralelacllon. The following subsections set forth. in 
chronological order, dates relating to the September primary 
and general election or occurrences during the fall period 
which affect the public. 

(1) MARCH. (a) March I. March I is the earliest application 
may be made for absentee ballots for the September primary. 
See 5. 6.86 (I). 

(lg) MAY. (a) May I. May I is the earliest application may 
be made for absentee ballots for the general election. See s. 
6.86 (I). 

(1 r) JUNe. (a) June I. 1. 5 p.m. on June I is the deadline for 
political organizations which were listed as independent at 
the last general election and which qualified for a separate 
ballot to file a petition with the board so requesting. See s. 
5.62 (I)(b). 

2. June t is the deadline for political organizations which 
.. ek to qualify for a separate ballot at the September primary 
10 file a petition with the board so requesting. See s. 5.62 (2). 

(2) JULY. (a) July 20. July 20 is the deadline for every 
candidate and committee or individual supporting or oppos­
ing a candidate for statc or local office and every group or 
individual attempting to influence the outcome of a referen­
dum to file a continuing report with the board or other 
appropriate filing officer. Such report is current to the end of 
June 30. See s. 11.20 (4) and (7). 

(3) AUGUST. (b) lAsr 14 da)'s be/ore primDr)·. During the 
last 14 days before the September primary. any contribution 
of $500 or more which is ",ceived by a candidate. committee 
or individual registered under s. 11.0S and any disbursement 
exceeding $20 which is made by a committee or individual 
supporting or opposing a candidate within 14 days of the 
primary must be reported to the board or other appropriate 
filing officer within 24 hours. See s. 11.12 (5) and (6). 

(c) Wednesday be/ore primary. 5 p.m .. on the 2nd Wednes­
day before the September primary. is Ihe deadline for voter 
registration. See 5. 6.28 (I). 

(4) SEPTl!Mt1l!R. (a) 60 days be/ore .Ieetion. The deadline for 
filing a petition requesting submission or a question to 
require or abolish registration in municipalities of S.OOO 
population or less is 60 days before the general election. See s. 
6.27 (3) and (4). 

(b) 8 da)'s be/o .. primary. The 8th day before the primary is 
the deadline for each candidate for state or local office and 
each committee or individual supporting or opposing a 
candidate to file a preprimary "'port wilh the board or other 
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appropriate filing officer. The report is current to the end or 
the 15th day pn:cedingthe primary. Sees •. I 1.09 (3) and 11.20 
(3) (b) and (7). 

(bm) 1st Tuesda)' in September. No later than 5 p.m. on the 
1st Tuesday in September of presidential election years. the 
state or national chairperson or each party entitled to a 
separate ballot certifies to the board the names of the party's 
nominees for pn:sident and vice president. See s. 8.16 (7). 

(c) Wedn.sday be/o .. primary. On the Wednesday before 
the September primary. in cities of the 1st class. the board of 
election commissioners sits to hear registration objections. 
See s. 6.48 (2). 

(em) Friday be/o .. primary. 5 p.m .. on the Friday before 
Ihe September primary. is the deadline for application by 
mail for an absentee ballot for the September primary. See s. 
6.86 (I). 

(d) Monday be/o .. primary. 1. 5 p.m .. on the Monday 
before the September primary. is the deadline for application. 
in person. for absentee ballots forthe September primary. See 
s. 6.86 (I). 

2. 5 p.m. on the day before the September primary is the 
deadline for registration at the office of the municipal cleric. 
See s. 6.29 (2) (a). 

3. 5 p.m .. on the day before the September primary. is the 
latest that voting may be conducted in nursing homes. 
retirement homes and communityebased residential racilities. 
See s. 6.875 (6). 

(e) 2nd Tuesday in September. I. The 2nd Tuesday in 
September is the day of the September primary. See s. 5.02 
(18). 

2. 5 p.m. on the day of the primary is the deadline for 
hospitalized electors to make application for an absentee 
ballot by agent. See s. 6.86 (3) (c). 

3. Upon completion of the ward canvass. the results shall 
be announced. the results telephoned to the proper clerics and 
all materials ",turned to the municipal cleric immediately. See 
.s. 7.51 (4) (b) and (5) and 7.53 (I). 

(I) Thursday a/ter primDry. At 9 a.m. on Thursday aner the 
September primary is the latest county canvass shall begin. 
See s. 7.60 (3). 

(g) 3 da)'s after last day 0/ staU cam·ass. I. 5 p.m .. 3 days 
aner the last day of state canvass. is the deadline to demand 
the first n:count. See s. 9.01 (I) (a). 

2. At 9 a.m. on the day following the last day for filing of a 
recount petition the board of canvassers reconvenes to begin 
the ...count procedure. See s. 9.01 (I) (b). 

3.5 p.m .. 2 days aner completion of the first n:count. is the 
deadline to demand a recount in any remaining wards or 
municipalities. See s. 9.01 (4). 

4. No later than 5 business days aner the recount determi­
nation aggrieved parties may appeal to circuit court. See s. 
9.01 (6) (a). 

(5) OCTOBER. (a) First Tu.sday in October. At 10 a.m. on 
the first Tuesday in October in presidential election years. 
each recognized political party shall hold a convention in the 
state capitol to select presidential electors. See s. 8.18. 

(c) lAst 14 days be/o .. election. During the last 14 days 
beforelhe general election. any contribution ofS5oo or mo", 
which is received by a candidate. committee. individual or 
group registered under 5. 11.05 and any disbursement exceed· 
ing $20 which is made by a committee or individual support­
ing or opposing a candidate within 14 days or the election 
must be reported to the board or other appropriate filing 
officer wilhin 24 hours. See ss. 11.12 (5) and (6) and 11.23 (6). 

(d) 2nd Wednesday he/ore .Iee/ion. 5 p.m .. on the 2nd 
Wednesday before the general election. is the deadline for 
voter ",gistration. See s. 6.28 (I). 
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(dm) 9 days before el.e/ion. 9 days before a presidential 
election is the earliest that new residents may apply to vote for 
president and vice president at the office of the municipal 
clerk. See s. 6.15 (3) (a). 

(e) 8 days before el«lion. The 8th day before the election is 
the deadline for each candidate for state or local office. each 
committee or individual supporting or opposing a candidate 
and each group or individual supporting or opposing a 
referendum to file a preelection report with the board or other 
appropriate filing officer. The report is current to the end of 
the 14th day preceding the election. Seess. I 1.09 (3) and 11.20 
(2) and (7). 

(t) Wednesday before eleclion. On the Wednesday before 
the general election in cities of the 1st class. the board of 
election commissioners sits to hear registration objections. 
See s. 6.48 (2). 

(g) Fridoy before eleClion. 5 p.m .. on the Friday before the 
general election. is the deadline for application by mail for an 
absentee ballot for the general election. See s. 6.86 (I). 

(6) NOVEMBER. (a) Mondoy befor< tier/ion. I. 5 p.m .. on the 
Monday before the general election. is the deadline for 
application in person for absentee ballots for the general 
election. See s. 6.86 (I). 

2. 5 p.m. on the day before the general election in presiden­
tial election years is the latest that new residents may apply to 
vote for president and vice president at the office of the 
municipal clerk. See s. 6.15 (3) (a). 

3.5 p.m .• on the day before the general election. is the latest 
that voting may be conducted in nursing homes. retirement 
homes and community-based residential facilities. Sec s. 
6.87S (6). 

(b) Tuesdoy after fim Monday in NOI·ember. I. The Tues­
day after the first Monday in November is the day of the 
general election. See s. 5.02 (5). 

2. 5 p.m. on the day of the election is the deadline for 
hospitalized electors to make application for an absentee 
ballot by agent. See s. 6.86 (3) (c). 

3. Upon completion of the ward canvass. the results shall 
be announced. the results telephoned to the proper clerks and 
all materials returned to the municipal clerk immediately. See 
ss. 7.51 (4) (b) and (5) and 7.53 (I). 

(c) Following general election. Municipal clerks in munici­
palities having registration conduct a mail canvass ofnonvot­
ing electors to revise and update the registration list. See s. 
6.50. 

(d) Thursda}'after .leClion. At 9 a.m. on the Thursday after 
the general election is the latest that the county canvass may 
begin. See s. 7.60 (3). 

(e) 3 do},s after /OSI day of counly cam·ass. I. 5 p.m .• 3 days 
afterthe last day of county canvass. is the deadline to demand 
the first recount. See s. 9.01 (I) (a). 

2. At 9 a.m. on the day following the last day for filing of a 
recount petition. the board of canvassers reconvenes to begin 
the recount procedure. See s. 9.01 (I) (b). 

3. 5 p.m .. 2 days after completion of the first recount. is the 
deadline to demand a recount in any remaining wards or 
municipalities. See s. 9.01 (4). 

4. No later than 5 business days after the recount determi­
nation aggrieved parties may appeal to circuit court. Sec s. 
9.01 (6) (a). 

(7) DECEM1IER. (a) December /. December I is the latest the 
board of state canvassers may meet to canvass the general 
election. See s. 7.70 (3) (a). 

(b) 3 do}'s afler /OSI do}' of S/ale cam·ass. I. 5 p.m .• 3 days 
after the last day of state canvass. is the deadline to demand 
the first recount. See s. 9.01 (I) (a). 
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2. At9 a.m. on the day following the last day for filing of a 
recount petition the board of canvassers reconvenes to begin 
the recount procedure. See s. 9.01 (I) (b). 

3.5 p.m .. 2 days after completion of the first recount. is the 
deadline to demand a recount in any remaining wards or 
municipalities. See 5.9.01 (4). 

4. No later than S business days after the recount determi­
nation aggrieved parties may appeal to circuit court. See s. 
9.01 (6) (a). 

(c) FirSl Mondoy after 2nd Wednesday in December. At 12 
noon on the first Monday after the 2nd Wednesday in 
December. in presidential election years. the presidential 
electors meet at the state capitol. See s. 7.75 (I). 

(d) 3 years after any eleclion. Records maintained by a 
candidate or his or her campaign treasurer relating to any 
election may be destroyed 3 years after such election. See ss. 
11.12 (3) and 11.23 (3). 

Hktory: 1971 c. 3CM 1.29(2): 1973 c. 3341.29; 1973 c. 339: Stall. 1973 •. 
10.80; 1915c. 420; 1977 e. 3M I. 53; 19n c ....... ; 1979e. 3504; 1981 e. 31 .... 146; 
1983 L 539; 1985 •. 333 a. I" to 167. 173; 1917 •. 4CM; 1989 •. 368. 

10.82 Speelal primary and election. (') EU!cnoNS BOARD. 
(a) General. The provisions for campaign financing. recount. 
registration. absentee voting and other general provisions 
apply to special elections. 

(b) Sp<eial dales affeCling filling vacanci<s by sp<eial efec­
lion. See s. 8.50 (4). 

(c) Nominalion papers. Nomination papers may be circu­
lated no sooner than the day Ihe order for the special election 
is filed and shall be filed no later than 5 p.m. 28 days before 
the special primary. except when the special primary is held 
concurrently with the spring or September primary. See •. 
8.50 (3). 

(em) Campaign granlS. Applications by candidates for 
state office for grants from the Wisconsin election campaign 
fund may be filed with the board no later than 5 p.m. on the 
28th day preceding the date the special primary will or would 
be held. if required. except when the special primary is held 
concurrently with the spring or September primary. See s. 
11.50 (2)(a). 

(d) Dale for special primary. The date for the special 
primary is 4 weeks before the day of the special election 
except when the special election is held on the day of the 
general election the special primary shall be held on the day of 
the general primary or if the special election is held concur­
rently with the spring election. the primary shall be held 
concurrently with the spring primary. See ss. 5.02 (20) and 
8.50 (2) (b). 

(dm) Campaign granls. I. Applications by write-in candi­
dates for state office for grants from the Wisconsin election 
campaign fund may be filed with the board no later than 4:30 
p.m. on the 7th day after the special primary. or the date the 
special primary would be held. if required. See s. 11.50 (2)(a). 

2. Candidates for state officc seeking to participate in the 
Wisconsin election campaign fund may file a special financial 
report with the board no later than the 7th day after the 
special primary. or the date the special primary would be 
held. if required. See s. 11.50 (2) (c). 

3. Candidates for state offICe who have filed an application 
with the board to participate in the Wisconsin election 
campaign fund may withdraw the application no later than 
the 7th day after the special primary. or the date the special 
primary would be held. if required. See s. 11.50 (2) (h). 

(e) Dale for ~pecial eleClion. The date for the special 
election shall be not I ... than 62 nor more than 77 days from 
date of order except when the special election is held on the 
day of the spring election or the general election. See s. 8.50 
(2). 

• 

• 

• 
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(I) Special e/~clion notice. 1. Notice shall be given upon 
filing or the order calling the el"'tion. See s. 8.S0 (I) (h). 

2. Ir the special election includes a candidate ror state or 
nalional office or a statewide referendum the board shall give 
one notice. See s. 8.S0 (I) (b). 

(g) 22 dll}'s MJo,. special primary. 22 days berore the 
special primary the board sends a certified list or candidates 
to the county cleric. See s. 8.SO (I) (d). 

(h) 2nd ThursdayaJter spuial primary. The 2nd Thursday 
aner the spoeial primary is the latest the board or state 
canvassers may meet. See s. 7.70 (3) (a). 

(hm) Following primary canvau. As soon .. possible aner 
the canvus or the special primary. or the date the primary 
would be held. ir required. the board sends a certified list or 
candidates who are eligible to participate in the Wisconsin 
election campaign rund to the state treasurer. See s. 7.08 (2) 
(em). 

(i) Spreialelwion. See ss. S.02 (19) and 8.S0. 
m 18 days aJter spreialelection. No later than 18 days ancr 

the special election is the latest the board of statc canvassers 
may meet to canvass the spoeial election. See s. 7.70 (3) (a). 

(k) Following electian cam'OJs. Aner the canvass or the 
special election. the board sends a certified list or candidates 
who are eligible to receive a postelection grant from the 
Wisconsin election campaign fund to the slate treasurer. See 
s. 7.08 (2) (em). 

(2) CoUNTY CLl!RIC. (a) General. The provisions ror cam­
paign financing. recount. registration, absentee voting and 
other general provisions apply to spoeial elections. 

(b) Special ""tes affecting filling ,'acanci .. by special elec­
tion. See s. 8.S0 (4). 

(c) Date Jar special primary. The special primary shall be 4 
weeks before the day of the special election except when the 
special election is held on the day or the general el",tion the 
special primary shall be held on the day or the general 
pnmary or ir the special el"'tion is held concurrently with the 
spring el",tion. the primary shall be held concurrently with 
the spring primary. See ss. S.02 (20) and 8.SO (2) (b). 

(d) Date Jar special eleetion. The date ror the spoeial 
election shall be notle55 than 62 nor more than 77 days rrom 
date of order except when the special election is held on the 
day or the spring el"'tion or the general el"'tion. See s. 8.S0 
(2). 

(e) Nomination papers. Nomination papers may be circu­
lated no sooner than the day the order for the special election 
is filed and shall be med no later than S p.m. 28 days berore 
th. special primary. See s. 8.S0 (3). 

(f) Special election notice. The county clerk gives notice or 
any special election for national, state or county office or any 
special state or county rererendum. See 55. 8.S0(1) (b) and (c). 
8.SS. 10.01 (2) and 10.06 (2) (n). 

(h) Mon""y beJore special primary and election. On the 
Monday berore the special primary and el"'tion the county 
clerk publishes a type B notice. See ss. 8.SO (I) (d). 10.01 and 
10.06 (2) (n). 

(i) 7 days aJrer special primary. The 7th day aner the spoeial 
primary is the deadline for the county clerk to make returns 
to the board. See s. 7.60 (S). 

(j) Special eleetion. See ss. S.02 (19) and 8.S0. 
(k) /3 ""ys aJrer special election. The 13th day aner the 

special election is the deadline for the county clerk to make 
returns to the board. See s. 7.60 (S). 

(3) MUNICIPAL CLERIC AND GOVERNING DODY. (a) General. 
The provisions for campaign financing. recount. registration. 
absentee voting and other general provisions apply to special 
elections. 
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(h) Special ""te, affecting filling Wlauu:i .. by specialelec­
tian. See s. 8.S0 (4). 

(c) Date Jar special primary. The spoeial primary shall be 4 
weeks berore the day or the special el"'tion except when the 
special el"'tion is held on the day or the general election the 
special primary shall be held on the day or the general 
primary or irthe special election is held concurrently with the 
spring el"'tion. the primary shall be held concurrently with 
the spring primary. See 55. S.02 (20) and 8.S0 (2) (b). 

(d) Dare Jar special election. The date ror the special 
el"'tion shall be not I ... than 62 nor more than 77 days rrom 
date or order except when the special el",tion is held on the 
day orthe spring election or the generalel"'tion. See s. 8.SO 
(2). 

(e) Special electian notice. The municipal clerk gives notice 
or any special election ror municipal office or any spoeial 
municipal rererendum. Seess. 8.SS. 10.01 (2) and 10.06 (3)(f). 

(f) Special election. See ss. S.02 (19) and 8.S0. 
(4) CANDIDAtl!S. (a) General. The provisions ror campaign 

financing. recount, registration, absentee voting and other 
general provisions apply to special el"'tions. 

(h) Special ""tes affecting filling vaauu:i .. by specialelee­
tion. See s. 8.S0 (3). 

(hm) Campaign granlJ. Applications by candidates ror 
state office for grants from the Wisconsin election campaign 
rund may be filed with the board no later than S p.m. on the 
28th day preceding the date the spoeial primary will or would 
be held. ir required. exoept when the spoeial primary is held 
concurrently with the spring or September primary. See s. 
I I. SO (2)(a). 

(c) DateJor special primary. The spoeial primary shall be 4 
weeks berore the day or the special el",tion except when the 
special el"'tion is held on the day or the general election the 
special primary shall be held on the day or the general 
primary or ir the special election is held concurrently with the 
spring el"'tion. the primary shall be held concurrently with 
the spring primary. See ss. S.02 (20) and 8.50 (2). 

(em) Campaign grants. I. Applications by write-in candi­
dates for state office for grants from the Wisconsin election 
campaign rund may be filed with the board no later than 4:30 
p.m. on the 7th day aner the spoeial primary. or the date the 
special primary would be held. irrequired. See s. ILSO (2)(a). 

2. Candidates ror state office seeking to participate in the 
Wisconsin el"'tion campaign rund may file a special financial 
report with the board no later than the 7th day aner the 
spoeial primary. or the date the spoeial primary would be 
held. ir required. See s. II.SO (2) (c). 

3. Candidates ror state offICe who have med an application 
with the board to participate in the Wisconsin election 
campaign rund may withdraw the application no later than 
the 7th day aner the special primary. or the date the special 
primary would be held. ir required. See s. II.SO (2) (h). 

(d) Dare Jar special elretion. The date ror the special 
el",tion shall be not I ... than 62 nor more than n days rrom 
date or order except when the special el"'tion is held on the 
day or the spring election or the generalel"'tion. See s. 8.SO 
(2), 

(e) Nomination paptrs. Nomination papers may be circu­
lated no sooner than the day the order ror the specialel",tion 
is filed and shall be filed no later than S p.m. 2B days berore 
the spoeial primary, See s. 8.SO (3). 

(f) Special election. See ss. S.02 (20) and 8.S0. 
(fm) Financt reports. Candidates and personal campaign 

committees or candidates at a spoeial el"'tion shall me 
campaign finance reports with the appropriate filing officer 
no later than 8 days berore each special primary and special 
election and no later than 30 days afier each special election, 
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unless a continuing report is required to be filed on or berore 
that date. See s. 11.20 (2) and (2m). 

(g) Proof of paymenl. Candidates ror state ofTice who 
participate in the Wisconsin election campaign fund must 
deliver or transmit proof of payment for disbursements made 
to the board no later than the next due date ror continuing 
reports which oocurs at least 30 days aner the special election. 
See s. I I. SO (12). 

(5) PuaLiC AND (JI!Nl!IlAL PROVISIONS. (a) General. The 
provisions for campaign financing. recount. registration, 
absentee voting and other general provisions apply to special' 
elections. 

(b) Datefor special primary. The special primary shall be 4 
weeks berore the day or the special election except when the 
special election is held on the day or the general election the 
special primary shall be held on the day or the general 
primary or irthe special election is held concurrently with the 
spring election, the primary shall be held concurrently with 
the spring primary. See ss. 5.02 (20) and 8.SO (2) (b). 
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(c) Dart for sptcial tltCll01l. The date ror the special 
election shall be not I ... than 62 nor more than n days rrom 
date or order except when the special election is held on the 
day orthe spring election or the general election. See s. 8.SO 
(2). 

(d) Nomina/ion pap~'s, Nomination papers may be circu· 
lated no sooner than the day the order ror the special election 
is filed and shall be liIed no later than 5 p.m. 28 days berore 
the special primary. See s. 8.SO (3). 

(e) Finance rtparts. Individuals and committees supporting 
or opposing candidates at a special election shall file ca~ 
paign finanoe roports with the appropriate filing officer no 
later than 8 days berore each special primary and special 
election and no later than 30 days aner each special election, 
unless a continuing repon is required to be filed on or before 
that date. See s. 11.20 (2) and (2m). 

H.tory: 1971 c. 40, 164.211; 1973 c. 334 •. 29; 1973 c. 339; Stall. 1973 •. 
10.82; 1975c."2O; 1m c. 448; 1919c. 3Sot; 1981 Co 31. L 146; 1983 •. 539; 1985 
.. 333; 1987 •. 404. 
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CHAPTER 11 

CAMPAIGN FINANCING 

11.001 
11.002 
11.01 
11,02 
11.03 
11.04 
11.05 
11.06 
II.m 

11.01 
11.09 
11.10 
11.12 
11.14 
11.16 
11.17 
11.11 
11.19 
11.20 
11.21 
11.22 
11.ll 

Declaration of polq. 
Conllruction. 
Ocfinitiona. 
Dcttnninalion offilina otrlCCf. 
Nonapplicability. 
Rcptration .nd votin, driYei. 
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11.001 Doclarallon 01 polley. (1) Thelcgislature finds and 
declares that our democratic system of government can be 
maintained only if the electorate is informed. It further finds 
tha~ excessiye spending on campaigns for public office jeop­
ardtzeS the mtegrity of elections. It is desirable to encourage 
the ~r~desl possible participation in financing campaigns by 
all Citizens of the state. and to enable candidates to have an 
equal opportunity to present their programs to the voters. 
One of the most imponant sources of information to the 
voters is available through the campaign finance reporting 
system. Campaign reports provide information which aids 
the public in fully understanding the public positions taken 
by a candidate or political organization. When the troe 
source of suppo!" or extent of support is not fully disclosed. 
or when a candidate becomes overly dependent upon large 
private contributors. the democratic process is subjected to a 
potential corrupting innuence. The legislature therefore finds 
Ihatthe state has a compelling interest in designing a system 
for fully disclosing contributions and disbursements made on 
behalf of every candidate for public office. and in placing 
reasonable limitations on such activities. Such a system must 
make readily available to the voters complete information as 
to who is supporting or opposing which candidate or cause 
and to what extent. whether directly or indirectly. This 
chapter is intended to serve the public purpose of stimulating 
vigorous campaigns on a fair and equal basis and to provide 
for a better informed electorate. 

(2) This chapter is also intended to ensure fair and impar. 
tial elections by precluding officeholders from utilizing the 
perquisites of office at public expense in order to gain an 
advantage over nonincumbent candidates who have no per· 
quisites available to them. 

(3) This chapter is declared to be enacted pursuant to the 
power of the state to protect the integrity of the elective 
process and to assure the maintenance of free government. 

H"Dry.: 1973 c. 334; 1979 c. 328; 1985 a. 303. 
Campai", finance in Wisconsin al\cT Buckley. 1976 WLR 816. 

11.002 Conltructlon. This chapter shall be construed to 
impose the least possible restraint on persons or organiza­
tions whose activities do not directly affect the elective 
process. consistent with the right of the public to have a fUll. 
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complete and readily understandable accounting of those 
activities intended to influence elections. 

HkllM')': 1979 c. 328 a. 9, II. 

11.01 DennlUonl. As used in this chapter: 
(1) "Candidate" means every person for whom it is con· 

te~~at~ or desired that votes be cast at any election held 
Within thIS state, other than an election for national office. 
whether or not the person is elected or nominated and who 
either tacitly or expressly consents to be so con;idercd. A 
person docs not cease to be a candidate for purposes of 
compliance with this chapter or ch. 12 aner the date of an 
election and no person is released from any requirement or 
Ii~bility othe~ imposed under this chapter or th. 12 by 
VIrtue of the passing of the date of an election. 

(2) "Charitable organization" means any organization 
described in section 110 (c) (2) of the internal revenue code 
and also includes the United States. any state. territory 0; 
possession. the District of Columbia and any political subdi· 
vision thereof. when a gin is made exclusively for public 
purposes; but does not include any private organization 
conducting activities for political purposes. 

(3) ··Clearly identified··. when used with reference to a 
communication in support of or in opposition to a candidate. 
means: 

(a) The candidate·s name appears; 
(b) A photograph or drawing of the candidate appears; or 
(c) The identity of the candidate is apparent by unambigu. 

ous referencc. 
(4) "Committee" or • .. ·political committee" means any 

person other than an individual and any combination of 2 or 
more persons. permanent or temporary. which makes or 
accepts contributions or makes disbursements. whether or 
not engaged in activities which are exclusively political. 
except that a "committee" does not include a political 
.. .. group·· under this chapter. 

(5) "Communications media" means newspapers. periodi­
cals. commercial billboards and radio and television stations. 
including community antenna television stations. 

(5m) "Conduit" means an individual who or an organiza­
tion which receives a contribution of money and transfers the 
contribution to another individual or organization without 
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exercising discretion as to the amount which is transferred 
and the individual to whom or organization to which the 
transfer is made. 

(6) (a) "Contribution" means: 
I. A gift. subscription. loan. advance. or deposit of money 

or anything ofvaluc (except a loan of money by a commercial 
lending institution made by the institution in accordance with 
applicable laws and regulations in the ordinary course of 
business). made for political purposes. In this subdivision 
"anything of valuc" means a thing of merchantable value. 

2. A transfer of personalty. including but not limited to 
campaign materials and supplies. valued at the replacement 
cost at the lime of transfer. 

3. A contract. promise or agreement. inegally enforceable. 
to make a gift. subscription, loan, advance. or deposit of 
money or anything of valuc (except a loan of money by a 
commercial lending institution in accordance with applicable 
laws and regulations in the ordinary course of business) for a 
political purpose. 

4. A transfer of funds between candidates. committees. 
individuals or groups subject to a filing requirement under 
this chapter. 

S. The purchase of a ticket for a meal. rally or other fund· 
raising event for a purpose under subd. I. whether or not 
actually utilized. 

6. The distribution of any publication or advertising mat­
ter for any purpose under subd. 1 other than by a registrant 
under s. 11.05. or as provided in s. 11.29. 

7. A gift. SUbscription. loan. advance. or deposit of money 
or anything ofvaluc (except a loan of money by a commercial 
lending institution made by the institution in accordance with 
applicable laws and regulations in the ordinary course of 
business). or a contract, promise or agreement. if legally 
enforceable. to make the same. made by a committee for a 
purpose authorized under s. 11.25 (2) (h). or by an individual 
for a purpose authorized under s. 11.25 (2) (b) if deposited in 
a campaign depository account. 

(b) Notwithstanding the foregoing meanings of"contribu· 
tion". the term does not include: 

I. Services for a political purpose by an individual on 
behalf of a registrant under s. 11.05 who is not compensated 
specifically for such services; 

2. The usc of rcal or personal property and the cost of 
invitations. food. and beverages, voluntarily provided by an 
individual to a candidate in rendering voluntary personal 
services on the individual's residential premises for a purpose 
under par. (a) I if no funds are raised with the knowledge of 
the host; 

3. Any unreimbursed payment for travel expenses made by 
an individual who on bis or ber own behalf volunteers the 
individual's personal services for political purposes; 

4. The costs of preparation and transmission of personal 
correspondence, provided such material is not reproduced by 
machine for distribution; or 

S. Compensation or fringe benefits provided as a result of 
employment by an employer to regular employes or pension­
ers who are not compensated specifically for services per­
formed for a political purpose, and not in excess of that 
provided to other regular employes or pensioners of like 
status. 

6. The reuse of surplus materials or utilization of unused 
surplus materials not exceeding $400 in value at the time of 
original receipt. in the aggregate, acquired in connection with 
a previous campaign for or against the same candidate. 
candidates. party or referendum in connection with which the 
materials are utilized. if utilized by the same registrant 
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previously acquiring the materials and previously reported by 
that registrant as a contribution under s. 11.06. 

(c) Notwithstanding par. (a). when a committee or group 
not organized exclusively for political purposes receives a gm. 
SUbscription. loan. advance or deposit of anything of valuc 
and does not utilize it for political purposes. it is not a 
"contribution". 

m (a) "Disbursement" means: 
I. A purch .... payment. distribution. loan. advance. do­

posit. or gift of money or anything ofvaluc (except a loan of 
money by a commercial lending institution made by the 
institution in accordance with applicable laws and regula­
tions in the ordinary course of business). made for political 
purposes. In this subdivision. ""anything of value" means a 
thing of merchantable value. 

2. A transfer of personalty. including but not limited to 
campaign materials and supplies. valued at tbe replacement 
cost at the time of transfer. 

3. A contract. promise. or agreement. if legally enforce­
able. to make a purchase. payment. distribution. loan. ad· 
vance. deposit or gift of money or anything ofvaluc (except a 
loan of money by a commercial lending institution in accord­
ance with app~cable laws and regulations in tbe ordinary 
course of business) for a political purpose. 

4. An expenditure authorized under s. 11.25 (2) (b) made 
from a campaign depository account. 

(b) Notwithstanding the foregoing meanings of "dis bur so­
ment", the term does not include: 

I. The usc of rcal or personal property and tbe cost of 
invitations, food. and beverages. voluntarily provided by an 
individual to a candidate in rendering voluntary personal 
services on the individual's residential premises for a purpose 
under par. (a) I ifno funds are raised with the knowledge of 
the bost; 

2. Any unreimbursed payment for travel expenses made by 
an individual who on his or her own behalf volunteers the 
individual's personal services for political purposes; 

3. The costs of preparation and transmission of personal 
correspondence. provided such material is not reproduced by 
machine for distribution; 

4. Compensation or fringe benefits provided as a result of 
employment by an employer to regular employes or pension­
ers who are not compensated specifically for services per­
formed for a political purpose. and not in excess of that 
provided to other regular employes or pensioners of like 
status. 

S. The reuse of surplus materials or utilization of unused 
surplus materials not exceeding S400 in value at the time of 
original receipt, in the aggregate. acquired in connection with 
a previous campaign for or against the same candidate, 
candidates, party or referendum in connection with which the 
materials are utilized. if utilized by the same registrant 
previously acquiring the materials and previously reported by 
that registrant as a disbursement under s. 11.06. 

(8) "Filing officer" means the official or agency deter­
mined in accordance with s. 11.02. 

(9) "Filing requirement" means the continuing duty to file 
reports of contributions, disbursements or incurred obliga­
tions with the appropriate filing officer. 

(10) "Group" or .... political group" means any person 
other than an individual and any combination of 2 or more 
persons. permanent or temporary. which makes or accepts 
contributions or makes disbursements for the purpose of 
innucncing the outcome of any referendum whether or not 
engaged in activities which are exclusively political. 

(11) "Incurred obligation" means every express obligation 
to make any contribution or disbursement including every 

• 

• 

• 
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loan, guarantee of a loan or other obligalion or payment for 
any goods. or for any services which have been performed Of 

arc to be performed in the future. incurred by a candidate. 
committee. individual or group for political purposes. 

(12) "Intentionally" has the meaning given unders. 939.23. 
(12.) "Legislative campaign committee" means a commit· 

tee which does not me an oath under s. 11.06 (7) organized in 
either house of the legislature to support candidates of a 
political pany for legislative office. 

(15) "Personal campaign committee" means a committee 
which is formed or operating for the purpose of innuencing 
the election or reelcction of a candidate. which acts with the 
cooperation of or upon consultation with the candidate or the 
candidate's agent or which is operating in concert with or 
pursuant to the authorization, request or suggestion of the 
candidate or the candidate's agent. 

(16) An act is for "political purposes" when it is done for 
the purpose of influencing the election or nomination for 
election of any individual to state or local office. for the 
purpose of influencing the recall from or retention in office of 
an individual holding a state or local office. for the purpose of 
payment of expenses incurred as a result of a recount at an 
election, or for the purpose of influencing a particular vote at 
a referendum. In the case of a candidate. or a committee or 
group which is organized primarily for the purpose of influ­
encing the election or nomination for election of any individ­
ual to state or local office. for the purpose of influencing the 
recall from or retention in office of an individual holding a 
state or local office. or for the purpose of influencing a 
particular vote at a referendum. all administrative and over­
head expenses for the maintenance of an omceor stafTwhich 
are used principally for any such purpose are deemed to be 
for a political purpose. 

(a) Acts which are for "political purpos .... include but are 
not limited to: 

I. The making of a communication which expressly advo­
cates the election. defeat. recall or retention of a clearly 
identified candidate or a particular vote at a referendum. 

2. The conduct of or attempting to influence an endorse­
ment or nomination to be made at a convention of political 
party members or supporters concerning. in whole or in part. 
any campaign for state or local office. 

(b) A "political purpose" does not include expenditur .. 
made for the purpose of supporting or defending a person 
who is being investigated for, charged with or convicted of a 
criminal violation of state or federal law, or an agent or 
dependent of such a person. 

(18m) "Registrant" means an individual or organization 
registered under s. 11.05 with a filing officer. 

(18) "Salary" means the highest salary to which any 
candidate for a particular office would, if elected, be entitled 
during the first year of incumbency. 

Hblory: 197) c:. 3).4; 1975 c. 93. 199; 1977 Co 187. "27; 1979 c. 260. 263: 
1979 Co 3D IS. 11 to 21.146: 1979 Co 355 L 31; 1983 a . .a". "91: 198, L 303: 
1987 L 370. 391; 1989 a. 192. 

Subs. (9) and (16), 1915 stall.. [now suh •. (10) and (16») are constitutional 
only if narrowly constnxd to apply on~ to aell of C'xpress advocacy of the 
C'kaion or defeat of an ickntjflC'd candldalC' or refncndum mult. 65 AUy. 
Gm. , .. ,. 

11.02 Determination of filing officer. Except where the 
tiling of duplicate reports or statements is specifically re­
quired by law, each person. committee or group subject to s. 
11.05 shall have one filing officer. Such officer shall be 
determined as follows: 

(1) The "filing officer" for each candidate for state office 
and for each committee which or individual who is acting in 
suppon of or in opposition to any candidate for state office is 
the board. 
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(2) The "filing officer" for each committee which or 
individual who is acting in support of or in opposition to any 
candidates for state and local offices is the board. 

(3) The "filing officer" for each candidate for local office 
and for each committee which or individual who is acting in 
support or or in opposition to any candidate for local office, 
but not any candidate for state office. is the clerk or the most 
populous jurisdiction for which any candidate who is sup­
ported or opposed seeks office. 

(3m) The "filing officer" for an individual who or commit· 
tee which supports or opposes an errort to circulate and file a 
petition to recall an individual who holds an office is the filing 
officer for candidates for that office. 

(4) The "filing officer" for each group which or individual 
who is acting in support of or in opposition to any statewide 
referendum is the board. 

(5) The "filing officer" for each group which or individual 
who is acting in support of or in opposition to any statewide 
and local referenda is tbe board. 

(8) The 6'filing officer" for each group which or individual 
who is acting in support of or in opposition to any 'local 
referendum. but not any statewide referendum. is the clerk of 
the most populous jurisdiction in which any referendum 
being supported or opposed is conducted. 

(7) If the jurisdiction under sub. (3) or (6) is a school 
district, the appropriate clerk is the school district clerk. 

Hktory: 1975 c. 93; 1983 L "91; 1985 a. 1:2,. 303. 

11.03 NonapplicabIlity. (1) Elections for the positions of 
presidential elector. convention delegate and party commit· 
teeman are not subject to 55. 11.05 to 11.23 and 11.26to 11.29. 

(2) Except as otherwise expressly provided, this chapter 
does not apply to any candidate for national office acting 
exclusively in support of the candidate's own campaign, with 
respect to such activities only. 

(3) Except as otherwise expressly provided, this chapter 
does not apply to any individual or committee acting exclu­
sively in support of or in opposition to a) candidates for 
national office; or b) other individuals and committees exclu­
sively supporting or opposing candidates for national office. 

Hktary: 1973 c. 3J4; 1975 c. 93, 199: 1979 C. 321; 1983 •• 17. 

11.04 Regl.trallon and vollng drlve •• Except as provided 
in s. 11.25 (2)(b), 55. 11.05 to 11.23 and 11.26 do not apply to 
nonpartisan campaigns to increase voter registration or par· 
ticipation at any election that are not directed at supporting 
or opposing any specific candidate, political party, or 
referendum. 

HlillOry: 1973 C. 3J4; 1979 c. 328. 

11.05 Regl.trallon 01 pollllcal commllleaa, group. and 
IndIvIdual •. (1) CoMMlTl1!ES AND GROUPS. Except as provided 
in s. 9.10 (2) (d), every committee other than a personal 
campaign committee. and every political group subject to 
registration under s. 11.23 which makes or accepts contribu­
tions. incurs obligations or makes disbursements in a calen­
dar year in an aggregate amount in excess of 52S shall file a 
statement with the appropriate filing officer giving the infor­
mation required by sub. (3). In the case of any committee 
other than a personal campaign committee. the statement 
shall be filed by the treasurer. A personal campaign commit­
tee shall register under sub. (2g) or (2r). 

(2) INDIVIDUALS. Except as provided in s. 9.10 (2) (d), every 
individual, other than a candidate or agent of a candidate, 
who accepts contributions. incurs obligations. or makes 
disbursements in a calendar year in an aggregate amount in 
excess ofS2S shall file a statement with the appropriate filing 
officer giving the information required by sub. (3). An 
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individual who guarantees a loan on which an individual. 
committee or group subject to a registration requirement 
deraults is not subject to registration under this subsection 
solely as a result or such derault. 

(2g) CANDIDATF.S AND PEIlSONAL CAMPAIGN COMMITTEES. 

Every candidate as defined in s. 11.01 (I) shall file a registra­
tion statement with the appropriate filing officer giving the 
inrormation required by sub. (3). Ir a candidate appoints 
another person as campaign treasurer the candidate's regis­
tration statement shall be cosigned by the candidate and the 
candidate's appointed treasurer. A candidate who receives no 
contributions and makes no disbursements shall file such 
statement as provided in s. 11.10 (I) but need not appoint a 
campaign treasurer or designate a campaign depository ac­
count until the first contribution is received or disbursement 
made. 

(2r) GENERAL REPORTING EXEMPTIONS. Any person, com­
mittee or group. other than a committee" or individual re­
quired to file an oath under s. 11.06 (7), who or which does 
not anticipate accepting contributions. making disburse­
ments or incurring obligations in an aggregate amount in 
excess or SI.OOO in a calendar year and does not anticipate 
accepting any contribution or contributions from a single 
source, other than contributions made by a candidate to his 
or her own campaign, exceeding SIOO in that year may 
indicate on its registration statement that the person, com­
mittee or group will not accept contributions, incur obliga­
tions or make disbursements in the aggregate in excess of 
Sl,ooo in any calendar year and will not accept any contribu­
tion or contributions from a single source, other than contri­
butions made by a candidate to his or her own campaign, 
exceeding $100 in such year. Any registrant making such an 
indication is not subject to any filing requirement if the 
statement is true. The registrant need not file a termination 
repon. A registrant not making such an indication on a 
registration statement is subject to a filing requirement. The 
indication may be revoked and the registrant is then subject 
to a filing requirement as of the dale of revocation, or the date 
that aggregate contributions, disbursements or obligations 
ror the calendar year exceed SI,OOO, or the date on which the 
registrant accepts any contribution or contributions exceed­
ing Sioo from a single source, other than contributions made 
by a candidate to his or her own campaign, during that year, 
whichever is earlier. If the revocation is not timely, the 
registrant violates s. 11.27 (I). 

(3) REQUIRED INFORMATION. The Slatement or registration 
shall include, where applicable: 

(a) The name and mailing address or the commillee, group 
or individual. 

(c) Tn thecaseoracommillee, a statement as to whether the 
committee is a personal campaign committee, a political 
party committee, a legistativecampaign committee, a support 
committee or a special interest committee. 

(e) The name and mailing address or the campaign trea­
surer and any other custodian of books and accounts. Unless 
otherwise directed by the registrant on the registration form 
and except as otherwise provided in this chapter or any rule of 
the board, all mailings which are required by law or by rule or 
the board sball be sent to the treasurer at the treasurer's 
address indicated upon the form. 

(t) The name, mailing address, and position or other 
principal officers. including officers and members of the 
finance committee. if any. 

(b) The nature of any referendum which is supported or 
opposed. 

(l) The name and address or the campaign depository 
account and or any other institution where runds are kept and 
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the aa:ount number or the depository account and or each 
additional account and .. rety deposit box used. 

(n) In the case of a labor organization. separate segregated 
rund under s. 11.38 (I)(a) 2 or conduit established by a labor 
organization. a statement as to wbether the organization is 
incorporated, and if so, the date of incorporation and 
whether or not such incorporation is under ch. 181. 

(0) In the case of a legislative campaign committee. a 
statement signed by the leader or the pony in the house ror 
which the commillee is established allesting to the ract that 
the commillee is the only authorized legislative campaign 
commillee ror that party in that house. 

(p) In the case or a support committee, a statement signed 
by the individual on whose behalr the commillee intends to 
operate affinning that the committee is the only committee 
authorized to operate on his or her behalr, unless the commit­
tee files a statement under s. 11.06 (7). 

(3m) VACANCIBS IN NOMINATION. Any penonal campaign 
committee of an independent candidate for partisan office or 
a candidate for nonpanisan county or municipal office may 
file with its registration statement a list orthe members orthe 
commillee, in addition to those specified in sub. (3) (e) and (t), 
who shall be recogniud by the official or agency with whom 
the candidate's nomination papers are filed ror the purpose or 
filling a vacancy in nomination in the event ofthc candidate's 
death. The board shall provide a place on the statement ror 
such designations. 

(4) RI!fI!RBNDUM REGISTRATION. Every commillee under 
this chapter which in addition operates as a political group 
must register under this section as a group. Every group 
which in addition operates as a political committee must 
register under this section as a committee. Except in the case 
of a personal campaign committee, an organization which 
operates as both a commillee and a group and which has the 
same filing officer ror both operations may file a single 
registration statement under this section. 

(5) CHANGE OF INFORMATION. Any change in inrormation 
previously submitted in a statement of registration shall be 
reported by the registrant to the appropriate filing officer 
within 10 days rollowing the change. This period does not 
apply in case of change or an indication made under sub. (2r), 
which shall be reported no later than the date that a registrant 
is subject to a filing requirement under sub. (2r). Any such 
change may be reported only by the individual or by the 
officer who has succeeded to the position or an individual 
who signed the original statement; but in the case or a 
personal campaign committee, a candidate or campaign 
treasurer may report a change in the statement except as 
provided in s. 11.1 0 (2), and in the case or any other 
committcc or group, the chief executive officer or treasurer 
indicated on the statement may report a change. If a preexist­
ing support committee is adopted by a candidate as his or ber 
personal campaign commillee, the candidate shall file an 
amendment to the committee's statement under this subsec­
tion indicating that all information contained in the state­
ment is true, correct and complete. 

(5m) CeR11FICATlON. Every statement and every change 
made in a statement filed under this section shall contain a 
certification signed by the individual filing the statement that 
all information contained in the statement is true, correct and 
complete. 

(6) CONTRmUTION OR DISBURSEMENT PROHIIIITI!D. Except as 
provided in subs. (7) and (13), no person, commillee or group 
subject to a registration requirement may make any contribu­
tion or disbursement from property or funds received prior to 
the date or registration under this section. 

• 

• 

• 
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(7) OtANOB IN STATUS OF NeW REGISnANT'. Notwithstand­
ing sub. (6), any individual or organization who or which has 
received property or funds which were not intended for 
political purposes in connection with an election for state or 
local office at the time of receipt may make contributions or 
disbursements from such property or funds in connection 
with an election for state or local office if the individual or 
organization complies with applicable provisions or sub. (I). 
(2) or (2g) as soon as such intent changes. For purposes or s. 
11.06 (I). all propeny or runds which are in a registrant's 
possession on the date of registration under this section shall 
'be treated as received on the date that such intent changes so 
that the propeny or runds are to be used ror political 
purposes in connection with an election for statc or local 
off"",. 

(8) Cl!RTAlN INTRA-REGISTRANT TRANSFERS EXEMPT. Ir an 
organization which is not organized exclusively for political 
purposes makes a contribution from its own property or 
funds to a committee or group. affiliated with the organiza­
tion, which is organized exclusively for political purposes. 
and the contributing organization receives no contribution 
rrom a single source in excess or 520 in the aggregate during 
any calendar year. and it makes no contributions or disburs~ 
ments and incurs no obligations other than to make the 
transactions specified in this subsection, then no registration 
requirement applies to the contributing organization. 

(9) CoNDUITS. (a) For purposes or this chapter. every 
individual who and every committee or group which deposits 
a contribution in an account at a financial institution as 
defined in s. 705.01 (3) i.o considered to receive and accept the 
contribution. 

(b) An individual who or a committee or group which 
receives a contribution or money and transrers the contribu­
tion to another individual. committee or group while acting 
as a conduit is not subject to registration under this section 
unless the individual, committee or group transfers the con­
tribution to a candidate or a personal campaign. legislative 
campaign, political party or support committee. 

(10) CuRT AJN AC11VlTY BY SPOUSES EXEMPT. For purposes of 
compliance with the registration requirements of this section 
a husband and wife acting jointly for political purposes shall 
be considered an "individual" rather than a • .. ·committee ... 

(11) EXEMPTION FOR INDIRECT POLITICAL ACTIVITY. Jr any 
individual makes only those disbursements and incurs only 
those obligations which are exempted rrom reponing under s. 
11.06 (2). or ir any committee or group makes no contribu­
tions. and makes only those disbursements and incurs only 
those obligations which arc exempted from reporting under 
s. 11.06 (2), then no registration requirement under this 
section applies to that individual, committee or group. 

(12) TIMB OP REGJST1lATION; ACCEPTANCE OP UNLAWFUL 

CONTRmunoNS. (a) Except as authorized under sub. (13), a 
candidate shall comply with sub. (2g) no later than the time 
that he or she becomes a candidate as defined in s. 11.01. 
Except as authorized in sub. (13). no candidate or agent or a 
candidate may accept any contribution or contributions at 
any time when the candidate is not registered under this 
section. 

(b) Except as authorized under sub. (13), a committee. 
group or individual other than a candidate or agent of a 
candidate shall comply with sub. (I) or (2) no later than the 
Sth business day commencing after receipt of the first contri­
bution by such committee. group or individual, and berore 
making any disbursement. No committee. group or individ­
ual, other than a candidate or agent of a candidate. may 
aa:ept any contribution or contributions exceeding 525 in the 
aggregate during a calendar year at any time when the 
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committee. group or individual is not registered under this 
section except within the initialS-day period authorized by 
this paragraph. 

(13) BA"" ACCOUNT AND POSTAL BOX; I!XI!MPTION. An 
individual. committee or group does not violate this section 
by aa:epting a contribution and making a di.obursement in the 
amount required to rent a postal box. or in the minimum 
amount required by a bank: or trust company to open a 
checking account. prior to the time or registration, if the 
disbursement is properly reported on the first report submit­
ted under s. 11.20 aner the date lhatthe individual, commit­
tee or group is registered. whenever a reporting requirement 
applies to the registrant. 

H.1ory: 1973 t. 334; 197' ~ 93. 199. 200; 1977~ "27; I 979 c. 32t 1979c. 
", .. 2 .. 1; 1981 c. 31 .... 1<16; 1983 L 484; 19., L JOJ a. 7 to Ur, 86; 1987 &. 
310.391.0603; 1989 &. 192. 

11.06 Flnanclal report Inlonnetlon; application; lundlng 
procedure. (1) CON11!NTS OF REPORT. Except as provided in 
subs. (2). (3) and (3m) and 55. 11.05 (2r) and 11.19 (2). each 
registrant under s. 11.05 shall make rull reports. upon a ronn 
prescribed by the board and signed by the appropriate 
individual under sub. (S), orall contributions received, contri­
butions or disbursements made. and obligations incurred. 
Each report shall contain the following inronnation. covering 
the period sinc:c the last date covered on the previous report. 
unless otherwise provided: 

(a) An itemized statement giving the date. full name and 
street address of each contributor who has made a contribu­
tion in excess of S20. or whose contribution if S20 or less 
aggregates more than 520 ror the calendar ycar. together with 
the amount of the contribution and the cumulative total 
contributions made by that contributor for the calendar year. 

(b) The oa:upation and name and address orthe principal 
place or employment. ir any. or each individual contributor 
whose cumulative contributions for the calendar year are in 
excess or5100. 

(c) The name and address or each registrant rrom which a 
transfer of funds was received or to which a transfer of funds 
was made. together with the date and amount of such 
transfer. and the cumulative total for the calendar year. 

(d) An itemized statement of other income in excess ofS20, 
including interest. returns on investments. rebates and ~ 
runds received. 

(e) An itemized statement or contributions over 520 rrom a 
single source donated to a charitable organization or to the 
common school rund. with the rull name and mailing address 
or the donee. 

(I) An itemized statement of each loan of money made to 
the registrant ror a political purpose in an aggregate amount 
or value in excess or 520, together with the rull name and 
mailing address or the lender; a statement or whether the 
lender is a commercial lending institution; the date and 
amount ohheloan; the rull name and mailing address oreach 
guarantor, if any; the original amount guaranteed by each 
guarantor; and the balance of the amount guaranteed by each 
guarantor at the end or the reporting period. 

(g) An itemized statement of every disbursement exceeding 
S20 in amount or value, together with the name and address 
or the person to whom the disbursement was made. and the 
date and specific purpose ror which the disbursement was 
made. 

(h) An itemized statement or every obligation exceeding 
520 in amount or value. together with the name orthe person 
or business with whom the obligation was incurred. and the 
date and the specific purpose ror which each such obligation 
was incurred. 
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(i) A statement of totals during the reporting period of 
contributioN received and disbursements made. including 
transfers made to and received from other registrants. other 
income. loans. and contributions donated as provided in par. 
(e). 

m In the case of a committee or individual filing an oath 
under sub. (7), a separate schedule showing for each disburse­
ment which is made independently of a candidate, other than 
a contribution made to that candidate, the name of the 
candidate or candidates on whose behalf or in opposition to 
whom the disbursement is made. indicating whether the 
purpose is support or opposition. 

Om) A copy of any separate schedule prepared or received 
pursuant to an escrow agreement under s. 11.16 (5). A 
candidate or personal campaign committee receiving contri­
butions under such an agreement and attaching a separate 
schedule under this paragraph may indicate the percentage of 
the total contributions received. disbursements made and 
exclusions claimed under s. 11.31 (6) without itemization, 
except that amounts received from any contributor pursuant 
to the agreement who makes any separate contribution to the 
candidate or personal campaign committee during the calen­
dar yoar of receipt as indicated in the schedule shall be 
aggregated and itemized if required under par. (a) or (b). 

(k) A statement of the balance of obligations incurred as of 
the end of the reporting period. 

(L) A statement of cumulative totals for the calendar year 
of contributions made. contributions received, and disburse-. 
ments made. including transfers of funds made to or received 
from other registrants. 

(m) A statement of the cash balance on hand at the 
beginning and end of the reporting period. 

(1m) SURPLUS CAMPAIGN MATERIALS. Notwithstanding 
sub. (I) (a) and (g), a registrant need not provide an itemized 
statement ofa contribution or disbursement of surplus mate­
rials acquired in connection with a previous campaign of the 
registrant for or against the same candidate, candidates, 
party or referendum in connection with which the materials 
are utilized. if the materials were previously reported as a 
contribution or disbursement by that registrant. 

(2) DISCLOSURe OF ceRTAIN INDIRI!CT DISBURSEMENTS. Not· 
withstanding sub. (I), if a disbursement is made or obligation 
incurred by an individual other than a candidate or by a 
committee or group which is not primarily organized for 
political purposes. and the disbursement does not constitute a 
contribution to any candidate or other individual, committee 
or grouP. the disbursement or obligation is required to be 
reported only if the purpose is to expressly advocate the 
election or defeat of a clearly identified candidate or the 
adoption or rejection of a referendum. The exemption pro­
vided by this subsection shall in no case be construed to apply 
to a political party, legislative campaign, personal campaign 
or support committee. 

(3) NONResIDENT REPORTING. (a) In this subsection, "non· 
resident registrant" means a registrant who or which does not 
maintain an office or street address within this state. 

(b) Notwithstanding sub. (I), a nonresident registrant shall 
report on a form prescribed by the board the applicable 
infonnation under sub. (I) concerning: 

I. Contributions, including transfers and loans, and other 
income received from sources in this state. 

2. Disbursements made and obligations incurred with 
respect to an election for state or local office in this state. 

(c) If a nonresident registrant is registered for campaign 
finance reporting purposes with the federal elections commis-­
sion or with the filing officer or agency of another state, the 
registrant shall indicate on the report the name and address of 
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each filing officer or agency with which a copy of its cam­
paign finance reports is filed. 

(3m) FJ!DI!RAL CANDIDATl! COMMlT11!E REPORTING. (a) In 
this subsection, "federal candidate committee" means an 
authorized committee of a candidate for the U.S. senate or 
house of representatives from this state designated by the 
candidate under 2 USC 432 (e). 

(b) As provided in s. 11.05 (I) and (2g), a federal candidate 
committee shall file a registration statement with the appro­
priate filing officer if required by s. 11.05 (I) or (2g). 

(c) Notwithstanding sub. (I), a federal candidate commit· 
tee need not file any reports with the appropriate filing officer 
under s. 11.20 for any period covered in a report filed with the 
federal election commission if the board receives a copy of 
that report. 

(3r) STATl!-FJ!DI!RAL POLmCAL PARTY Rl!PORnNG. (a) In this 
subsection, "federal account committee" means a committee 
of a state political party organization which makes contribu­
tions to candidates for national office and is registered with 
the federal election commission. 

(b) As provided in s. 11.05 (I),a federal account committee 
shall file a registration statement with the appropriate filing 
officer if required by s. I LOS (I). 

(c) Notwithstanding sub. (I), a federal account committee 
which makes contributions to a state political party commit­
tee need not file reports with the appropriate filing officer 
under s. 11.20 for any period covered in a report filed with the 
federal election commission if the board receives a copy of 
that report and the federal account committee makes no 
contributions to any other committee which or individual 
who is required to register under s. I LOS (I), (2) or (2g). 

(3w) NAnoNAL POLmCAL PARTY Rl!POR11NO. (a) In this 
subsection, "national political party committee" means a 
national committee as defined in 2 USC 431 (14). 

(b) As provided in s. I LOS (I), a national political party 
committee shall file a registration statement with the appro· 
priate filing officer if required by s. I LOS (I). 

(c) Notwithstanding sub. (I), a national political party 
committee need not file reports with the appropriate filing 
officer under s. 11.20 for any period covered in a report filed 
with the federal election commission. 

(4) WHJ!N l1<ANSAcnONS aePORTABu!. (a) A contribution is 
received by a candidate for purposes of this chapter when it is 
under the control of the candidate or campaign treasurer. or 
such person accepts the benefit thereof. A contribution is 
received by an individual. group or committee. other than a 
personal campaign committee. when it is under the control of 
the individual or the committee or group treasurer. or such 
person accepts the benefitthereaf. 

(b) Unle .. it is returned or donated within IS days of 
receipt. a contribution must be reported as received and 
accepted on the date received. This subsection applies not· 
withstanding the fact that the contribution is not deposited in 
the campaign depository account by the closing date for the 
reporting period as provided in s. 11.20 (8). 

(c) All contributions received by any person acting as an 
agent of a candidate or treasurer shall be reported by such 
person to the candidate or treasurer within I S days of receipt. 
In the case of a contribution of money, the agent shall 
transmit the contribution to the candidate or treasurer within 
IS days of receipt. 

(d) A contribution. disbursement or obligation made or 
incurred to or for the benefit of a candidate is reportable by 
the candidace or the candidate's personal campaign commit­
tee if it is made or incurred with the authorization. direction 
or control of or otherwise by prearrangement with the 
candidate or the candidate's agent. 

• 

• 

• 
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(e) Notwithstanding pars. (a) to (e). rc:ceipt of contribu· 
tions by registrants under s. II.OS (7) shall be treated as 
received in accordance with that subsection. 

(5) RePOllT MUST BI! COMPLETI!. A registered individual or 
treasurer of a group or committee shall make a good faith 
effort to obtain all required information. The first report shall 
commence no later than the date that the first contribution is 
received and acc:cptcd or the first disbursement is made. Each 
report shall be filed with the appropriate filing officer on the 
dates designated in s. 11.20. The individual or the treasurer of 
the group or committee shall certify to the correctness of each 
report. In the case of a candidate. the candidate or treasurer 
shall certify 10 Ihe correctness of each report. If a treasurer is 
unavailable. any person designated as a custodian under s. 
II.OS (3) (e) may certify to the correctness of a report. 

(6) PuRPOSI! OF DISBURSEMENTS. An individual. group or 
committee which is registered under s. 11.0S may make 
disbursements for any lawful political purpose. 

(7) OATH FOR INDEPeNDENT DISDURSOMEmS. (a) Every 
committ~ other than a personal campaign committee. 
which and every individual, other than a candidate who 
desires to make disbursements during any calendar year. 
which are to be used to advocate the election or defeat of any 
clearly identified candidate or candidates in any election shall 
before making any disbursement, except within the amount 
authorized unders. 1I.0S (I) or (2). file with the registration 
statement under s. II.OS a statement under oath affinning 
that the committee or individual does not act in cooperation 
or consultation with any candidate or agent or authorized 
committee of a candidate who is supported. that the commit­
tee or individual does not act in concert with. or at the request 
or suggestion of. any candidate or any agent or authorized 
committee of a candidate who is supported. that the commit· 
tee or individual does not act in cooperation or consultation 
with any candidate or agent or authorized committee of a 
candidate who benefits from a disbursement made in opposi. 
tion to a candidate. and that the committee or individual does 
not act in concert with. or at the request or suggestion of. any 
candidate or agent or authorized committee of a candidate 
who benefits from a disbursement made in opposition to a 
candidate. A committee which or individual who acts inde· 
pendently of one or more candidates or agents or authorized 
committees of candidates and also in cooperation or upon 
consultation with, in concert with. or at the request or 
suggestion of one or more candidates or agents or authorized 
committees of candidates shall indicate in the oath the names 
of the candidate or candidates to which it applies. 

(b) A committee or individual required to file an oath 
under this subsc:ction shall file the oath at the time of 
registration under s. It .OS or the time the committee or 
individual becomes subject to this subsection, whichever is 
later. The committee or individual shall file an amendment to 
the oath whenever there is a change in the candidate or 
candidates to whom it applies. A committee or individual 
shall refile the oath for each calendar year in which the 
committee or individual proposes to make disbursements 
specified in Ihis subsection. no later than January 31 of that 
calendar year. 

(c) Any individual who or committee which falsely makes 
an oath under par. (a), or any individual, committee or agent 
of an individual or committee who or which carries on any 
activities with intent to violate an oath under par. (a) is guilty 
of a violation of this chapter. 

(7m) INDepENIlI!PI1' DISBURSEMENTS; CHANGe IN STATUS. (a) 
If a committee which was registered under s. II.OS as a 
political party committee or legislative campaign committee 
supporting candidates of a political party files an oath under 
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sub. (7) affinning that it does not act in cooperation or 
consultation with any candidate who is nominated to appear 
on the party ballot of the party at a gene",1 or spocialelection. 
that the committee does not act in concert with, or at the 
request or suggestion of, such a candidate. that the committee 
does not act in cooperation or consultation with such a 
candidate or agent or authorized committee of such a candi· 
date who benefits from a disbursement made in opposition to 
another candidate. and that the committee does not act in 
concert with. or at the request or suggestion of, such a 
candidate or agent or authorized committee of such a candi· 
date who benefits from a disbursement made in opposition to 
another candidate. the committee filing the oath may not 
make any contributions in support of any candidate of the 
party at the gene"'l or spocialelection or in opposition to any 
such candidate's opponents exceeding the amounts spc:cified 
in s. 11.26 (2). except as authorized in par. (c). 

(b) If the committee has already made contributions in 
excess of the amounts specified in s. 11.26 (2) at the time it 
files an oath under sub. (7). each candidate to whom contri· 
bUlions are made shall promptly return a sufracient amount of 
contributions to bring the committee in compliance with this 
subsection and the committee may not make any additional 
contributions in violation of this subsection. 

(c) A committee filing an oath under sub. (7) which desires 
to change its status to a political party committee or legisla· 
tive campaign committee may do so as of December 31 of any 
.. en·numbered year. Sc:ction 11.26 does not apply to contri­
butions received by such a committee prior to the date of the 
change. Such a committee may change its status at other 
times only by filing a termination statement under s. 11.19 (I) 
and reregistering as a newly organized committee under s. 
II.OS. 

(8) RBTlJRN OF CONTllmunoNS. A registrant may return a 
contribution at any time. before or after acceptance. If a 
contribution is accepted contrary to law, the subsequent 
return does not constitute a defense to a violation. 

(9) SHORT FORM. The board shall prescribe a simplified. 
short fonn for compliance with this section by a registrant 
who has not engaged in any financial transaction since the 
last date included on the registrant's preceding financial 
report. 

(10) ReFOReNDUM RePORTtNG SEPARAT1!D. If a committee 
which operates as a political group has filed a single registra. 
tion statement, any report of that committee which concerns 
activities being carried on as a political group under this 
chapter shall contain separate itemization of such activities, 
whenever itemization is required. 

(11) RePORTtNG OF CONDUIT CONTlllDunONS. (a) A conduit 
transferring a contribution of money shall. in writing. iden· 
tify itself to the transferee as a conduit and report to the 
transferee of each contribution transferred by it the informa· 
tion about the original contributor required for reporting 
purposes under sub. (I) (a) and (b) at the time the contribu· 
tion is transferred. The conduit shall include the information 
in its report under s. 11.12 (S) or 11.20 for the date on which 
the contribution is received and transferred. 

(b) Each filing officer shall place a copy of any report 
rc:ceived under par. (a) in the file of the conduit and the file or 
the transferee. 

(c) A contribution of money received from a conduit. 
accompanied by the information required under par. (a). is 
considered to be a contribution from the original contributor. 

(12) V ALUA nON OF OPINION POLL OR VOTER SUR vev RB· 
SULTS. (a) In this subsc:ction: 

I. "Election period" means the period between Dc:cember 
I and the date of the spring elc:ction. the period between June 
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1 and the day of the general election in any evcn·numbered 
year or the period between the first day for circulation of 
nomination papers and the day of a special election for any 
state office. 

2. "Inilial recipient" means the individual who or commit· 
lee which commissions a public opinion poll or voter survey. 

3. "Results" means computer output or a written or verbal 
analysis of polling or survey data. 

4. "Voter survey" includes the acquisition of information 
which identifies voter attitudes concerning candidates or 
issues. 

(b) If a candidate or committee receives a contribution 
consisting of the results of an opinion poll or voter survey 
during the first 15 days aner the results are received by the 
initial recipient. or if a candidate or committee receives a 
contribution consisting of the results of an opinion poll or 
voter survey for which the initial recipient received the results 
during an election period. the contribution shall be valued for 
purposes of sub. (I) at the full share of the overall cost of the 
poll or survey which is allocable to each candidate. including 
a candidate for national office. receiving the results. 

(c) Ifthe results are received 16 to 60 days following receipt 
by the initial recipient. and if the initial recipient did not 
receive the results during an election period, the contribution 
shall be valued at 50% of the amount allocated to an initial 
recipient of the same results. 

(d) Ifth. results are received 61 to 180 days aner receipt by 
the initial recipient, and if the initial recipient did not receive 
the results during an election period, the contribution shall be 
valued at 5%ofthe amount allocated to an initial recipient of 
the same results. 

(e) If the results are received more than 180 days aner 
receipt by the initial recipient. and if the initial recipient did 
not receive the results during an election period. no amount 
need be allocated. 

(f) If the results of an opinion poll or voter survey are 
contributed to more than one recipient. the value of the poll 
or survey, as adjusted under pars. (c) to (e), shall be appor· 
tioned to each recipient receiving the results by one of the 
methods specified in this paragraph selected by the contribu· 
tor. Each recipient shall report one of the following, in 
accordance with instructions received from the contributor: 

I. That share of the overall cost of the poll or survey which 
is allocable to the recipient, based upon the cost allocation 
formula of the polling or survey firm from which the results 
are purchased. Under this method the size of the sample, the 
popUlation of the area in which the recipient conducts 
political activities. the number of computer column codes, the 
extent of computer tabulations. and the extent of written 
analysis and verbal consultation, ifapplicable, may be used to 
determine the shares. 

2. An amount computed by dividing the overall cost of the 
poll or survey equally among recipients receiving the results. 

3. A proportion of the overall cost of the poll or survey 
equal to the proportion that the number of question results 
received by the recipient bears to the total number of question 
results received by all recipients. 

(g) If the contributor makes a subsequent contribution of 
the results of an opinion poll or voter survey afier initial 
apportionment of the value under par. (f). the contributor 
shall report to the recipient a value for the contribution 
determined in good faith, considering the value to other 
recipients, as adjusted under pars. (c) to (e). In such case, the 
total value of the contributor's aggregate contributions may 
exceed the original cost of the poll or survey. 

(h) A contributor of opinion poll or voter survey results 
shall maintain records sufficient to support the valuation of 
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the contribution and shall inform the recipient of the value of 
the contribution. 

Hiltorr. 1973 c. 334; 19'5 c. 93 D. 4' to n. 119 (2): 1975 c. 199; 1979 c. 
263.328; 1911S .. 303; 198' L 370: 1989 L 192. 

Board shouLd nOI eIcmlC power of administrative review or minor party 
eKmptions baed on ~uonabk probabtlilY or such parUca' conlributoR be· 
inl subjcc1.cd 10 Ihrn1&, hanammt or reprisal .. 6S Any. Om. loiS. 

Mincw political party that hiJtoric:ally has bcm obj«t of harusmmt by 
lovnnmCftt offteial. and privatc parties cannoc be required to diJdose idet'lb­
tin of conlributOf'l and m:ipimu or cunpaip disbuncmcnts. Brown Y. So­
c;;alill Workm "'4 Campaip Comm. oIS9 US 87 (1981). 

Rcportinl ~quircmmu of (I) may not conllitutionally be applied to S0-
cialist Workcl'l' Party contributors. Wi&. Soc. wtn. 1976 Campaip Commit­
tee Y. McCann. 433 F Supp. SolO. 

11.07 De.lg08llon 01 agenl by nonra.ldenl Individual •• 
commltt ••• and group •• (1) Every nonresident committee or 
group making contributions and every nonresident individ­
ual, committee or group making disbursements exceeding S2S 
cumulatively in a calendar year within this state shall file 
name, mailing and street address and the name and the 
mailing and street address of a designated agent within the 
state with the office orthe secretary of state. An agent may be 
any adult individual who is a resident of this state. Aner any 
change in the name or address of such agent the new address 
or name of the successor agent shall be filed within 30 days. 
Service of process in any proceeding under this chapter or ch. 
t2. or service of any other notice or demand may be made 
upon such agent. 

(2) During any period within which any individual or 
organization under sub. (1) fails to appoint or maintain in 
this state a registered agent. or whenever any such registered 
agent cannot with reasonable diligence be found at the street 
address listed on the registration. the secretary of state shall 
be an agent and representative of such individual or organiza­
tion upon whom any process. notice or demand may be 
served. Service on the secretary of state of any such process. 
notice or demand against any such individual or organization 
shall be made by delivering to and leaving with the secretary 
of state, or with any clerk having charge of the secretary's 
office. duplicate copies of such process, notice or demand. If 
any process, notice or demand is served on the secretary of 
state. he or she shall immediately cause one of such copies to 
be forwarded by registered mai~ addressed to such individ· 
ual, committee or group at its mailing address as the same 
appears in the records of the secretary of state. The time 
within which the defendant may demur or answer does not 
start to run until 10 days aner the date of such mailing. 

(3) The secretary of state shall keep a record of all 
processes, notices and demands served upon the secretary of 
state under this section, which shows the date and hour of 
service and the date ormailing. Thecertificate of the secretary 
of state that a summons and complaint or notice of object of 
action or any notice or demand required or permitted by law 
was served upon the secretary of state and that the same was 
mailed by the secretary of state as required by law, shall be 
evidence of service upon the secretary of state. If the address 
of the individual, committee or group is not known or readily 
ascertainable, mailing is dispensed with. and a copy of the 
process shall then be published as a class I notice, under ch. 
985, in the county wherein the last-known registered agent 
was located and. if unknown. in Dane county. 

(4) Nothing in this section limits or alTects the right to serve 
any process. notice or demand required or permitted by law 
to be served upon a nonresident individual or organization in 
any other manner permitted by law. 

(5) Any campaign treasurer or individual who knowingly 
receives a contribution made by an unregistered nonresident 
in violation of this section may not use or expend such 
contribution but shall immediately return it to the source or 
at the option of the campaign treasurer or individual. donate 
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the contribution to a charitable organization or to the coma 
mon school rund. 

(6) For purposes of this section, a nonresident individual 
or organization is onc who or which does not maintain an 
offace or street address within the state. 

Hlltorr. 19nc:.334; 191".93. 199; 1991 L 316. 

11.08 A.porta by party cammIHee •• Every committee or a 
political party which is required to tile statements and reports 
under this chapter shall file all statements and reports with 
the board. A state committee or a political party may be 
designated by a congressional, legislative, county or local 
party committee as its reporting agent for purposes of this 
chapter. but luch designation does not permit combination of 
reports. Jr any committee is so designated, the treasurer orthe 
stale committee shall so inform the board. 

H .. orr. 197) c. 334; 1975 c. 93; 1979 c. 321. 

11.09 Dupllcale r.po'" r.qulred In certain ce •••• (3) 
Each registrant whose tiling officer is the board. who or 
which makes disbursements in connection with elections for 
OfrlCeS which serve or referenda which affect only one county 
or portion thereof, except a candidate, personal campaign 
committee. political party committee or other committee 
making disbursements in support of or in opposition to a 
candidate for state senator, representative to the assembly. 
court or appeals judge or cin:uit judge, shall file a duplicate 
original or each financial report med with the board with the 
county clerk or board of election commissioners of the 
county in which the elections in which the registrant partici­
pa,es are held. Such reports shall be med no later than the 
dates specified under s. 11.20 (2) and (4) ror the ming or each 
report with the board. 

(4) In every case where a duplicate report is med by the 
board or by any person under sub. (3), the board shall 
transmit a certified duplicate copy or the registration state· 
ment to each county clerk or board of election commissioners 
with whom a duplicate report is filed. 

History: 197) c. )34; 191' c. 9). 199; 1979 c. )2. )28; 198) L 21; 198' L 
3OJ. 

11.10 Campaign treasurers and campaign depositories. 
(1) Each candidate in an election shall appoint one campaign 
treasurer. Except as provided in s. 11.14 (3), each candidate 
shall designate one campaign depository account within 5 
business days after the candidate receives his or her first 
contribution and before the candidate makes or authorizes 
any disbursement in behalr or his or her candidacy. Ir a 
candidate adopts a preexisting support committee as his or 
her personal campaign committee. the candidate shall make 
such designation within 5 business days or adoption. The 
person designated as campaign treasurer shall be the trea­
surer of the candidate's personal campaign committee, if any. 
The candidate may appoint himself or herself or any other 
elector as campaign treasurer. A registration statement under 
s. 11.05 (2g) or (2r) must be med jointly by every candidate 
and his or her campaign treasurer. The candidate does not 
qualify for ballot placement until this requirement is met. 
Except as authorized under s. 11.06 (5), the campaign trea· 
surer or candidate shall certiry as to the correctness or each 
report required to be filed, and the candidate bears the 
responsibility ror the accuracy or each report ror purposes or 
civil liability under this chapter. whether or not the candidate 
certifies it personally. 

(2) A candidate may remove a campaign treasurer at any 
time. In case of the death. resignation or removal of a 
campaign treasurer, the candidate shall designale a successor 
and shall me the successor's name and address with the 
appropriate filing officer as provided in s. 11.05 (5). Until the 
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successor's name and address is filed, the candidate shall be 
deemed his or her own campaign treasurer. 

(3) Every committee shall appoint a treasurer. Every 
individual under s. 11.06 (7) shall be deemed his or her own 
treasurer. No disbursement may be made or obligation 
incurred by or on behalf of a committee without the authori­
zation of the treasurer or designated agents. No contribution 
may be accepted and no disbursement may be made or 
obligation incurred by any committee at a time when there is 
a vacancy in the office of treasurer. 

(4) No candidate may establish more than one pe"onal 
campaign committee. Such committee may have subcommit­
tees provided that all subcommittees have the same treasurer, 
who shall be the candidate's campaign treasurer. The trea­
surer shall deposit all runds received in the campaign deposi­
tory account. Any commiuee which is organized or acts with 
the cooperation of or upon consultation with a candidate or 
agent or authorized committee of a candidate, or which acts 
in concert with or at the request or suggestion of a candidate 
or agent or authorized committee or a candidate is deemed a 
subcommittee of the candidate's personal campaign 
committee. 

(5) Candidates ror governor and lieutenant governor orthe 
same political party may receive contributions and make 
disbursements ror both candidates from either depository. 

H.tory: 191) c. 334; 191!i c. 93. 199. 200; 1979 (.321; 191' a. 30) II. 22. 
86. 

11.12 Campaign contribution. and dlsburaaments; re .. 
port .. (1) (a) No con,ribution may be made or received and 
no disbunement may be made or obligation incurred by a 
person or committee, except within the amount authorized 
under s. 11.05 (I) and (2), in support or or in opposition to 
any specific candidate or candidates in an election, other than 
through the campaign treasurer or the candidate or the 
candidate's opponent, or by or through an individual or 
committee registered under s. 11.05 and riling a statement 
under s. 11.06 (7). 

(b) The requiremen' or par. (a) may not be construed to 
apply to a contribution which is made to a continuing 
political party or ongoing committee. other than a personal 
campaign committee, provided that the contribution is not 
made in contravention or s. 11.16 (4) or 11.24. 

(c) Where a disbursement is made in support of more than 
one candidate, the disbursement shall be apportioned reason· 
ably among the candidates. 

(d) Paragraph (a) does not apply to disbursements and 
obligations which are exempted rrom reporting under s. 11.06 
(2). 

(2) Any anonymous contribution exceeding SIO received 
by a campaign or committee treasurer or by an individual 
under s. 11.06(7) may not be used ore.pended. Thecontribu­
tion shall be donated to the common school rund or to any 
charitable organization at the option of the treasurer. 

(3) All contributions, disbursements and incurred obliga. 
tions exceeding S 10 shall be recorded by the campaign or 
committee treasurer or the individual under s. 11.06 (7). He or 
she shall maintain such records in an organized and legible 
manner, for not less than 3 years after the date of an election 
in which the registrant participates. rr a report is submitted 
under s. 11.19 (I), the records may be transrerred to a 
continuing committee or to the appropriate filing officer for 
retention. Records shall include the information required 
under s. 11.06 (I). 

(4) Each registrant shall report contributions, disburse­
ments and incurred obligations in accordance with s. 11.20. 
Except as permitted under s. 11.06 (2), (3) and (3m), each 
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report shall contain the information which is required under 
s. 11.06 (I). 

(5) If any contribution or contributions of SSOO or more 
cumulatively afC received by a candidate for slate office or by 
a committee or individual from a single contributor later than 
IS days prior to a primary or election such that it is not 
included in Ihe preprimary or preelection repon submitted 
under s. 11.20 (3). the treasurer of the committee or the 
individual receiving the contribution shall within 24 hours of 
receipt inform the appropriate filing officer of the informa­
tion required under s. 11.06 (I) in such manner as the board 
may prescribe. The information shall also be included in the 
Ireasurer's or individual's next regular repon. For purposes 
of the reponing requirement under this subsection. only 
conlributions received during the period beginning with the 
day aner the last dale covered on the preprimary or pre­
election repon. and ending with the day before the primary or 
election need be reported. 

(S) If any disbursement of more than S20 cumulatively is 
made to advocate the election or defeat of a clearly identified 
candidate by an individual or committee later than I S days 
prior to a primary or election in which the candidate's name 
appears on the ballot without cooperation or consultation 
with a candidate or agent or authorized committee of a 
candidate who is supported or opposed, and not in concert 
with or at the request or suggestion of such a candidate, agent 
or committee, the individual or treasurer of the comminee 
shall. within 24 hours of making the disbursement. inform the 
appropriate filing officer of the information required under s. 
11.06 (I) in such manner as the board may prescribe. The 
information shall also be included in the next regular repon 
of the individual or committee under s. 11.20. For purposes of 
this subsection. disbursements cumulate beginning with lhe 
day aner the last date covered on the preprimary or pre­
election repon and ending with the day before the primary or 
election. Upon receipt of a report under this subsection. the 
filing officer shall. within 24 hours of receipt. mail a copy of 
the report to all candidates for any office in suppon of or 
opposition to one of whom a disbursement identified in the 
repon is made. 

HkIory: 1973 Co 334; 1975 c. 93 a. 59. 60. 119 (2); 1975c. 199; 1979c. 321 
a. 53, 69 to 71.146; 1985 •. 303; 1987 •. 370. 

11.14 Deposit of contrlbullons. (1) Except as authorized in 
sub. (3) and as required by s. 11.16 (S). all funds received by a 
campaign or committee treasurer. group treasurer. candidate 
or other individual shall be deposited in a single separate 
campaign depository account designated in accordance with 
s. 11.16 (3). Except as authorized in sub. (3). the depository 
account shall be established by every candidate no later than 
the time prescribed in s. 11.10 (I). and by every other 
individual or treasurer no later than the Sth business day aOer 
becoming subject to a registration requirement under s. t t .OS 
and before making any disbursement. The depository ac­
count may be established with any financial institution as 
defined in s. 70S.01 (3) which is authorized to transact 
business in this state. The individual or treasurer shall deposit 
aU funds received in the campaign depository account no 
later than the Sth business day commencing aner receipt. This 
subsection does not apply to a contributor committee or 
group which is exempt from registration under s. II.OS (8). 

(2) Aner deposit in the campaign depository account. 
funds may be transferred by the individual or treasurer to any 
other account which is identified under s. II.OS (3) (L). Funds 
deposited in other accounts may not be directly disbursed but 
shall be returned to the depository account for purposes of 
disbursement. Disbursements shall be made only in accord­
ance with s. 11.16 (3). 

lOS 

(3) Notwithstanding sub. (I). any candidate who serves as 
his or her own campaign treasurer and who is authorized to 
make and makes an indication on his or her registration 
statement under s. I LOS (2r) that he or she will not accept 
contributions. make disbursements or incur obligations in an 
aggregate amount exceeding $1.000 in a calendar year. and 
will not aa::ept any contribution or contributions from a 
single source. other than contributions made by the candidate 
to his or her own campaign. exceeding Sloo in a calendar 
year. may designate a single personal account as his or her 
campaign depository account. and may intermingle personal 
and other funds with campaign funds. Ir a separate deposi­
tory account is laler established by Ihe candidale. the candi­
date shall transfer all campaign funds in the personal account 
to the new depository account. Disbursements made from 
such personal account need not be identified in accordance 
with s. 11.16 (3). 

Hillary: 19731:.334; 19751:.93; 1979 c. 321; 1985 •• 303. 

11.16 Campaign contrlbuUon. and dlabur •• menla; r. 
Ilrlcllona. (1) AI1THORlZAnON; LIABILITY. (a) No disburse­
ment may be made or obligation incurred by a candidate. or 
by any other person or commitleelo advocatelhe election or 
defeat of a clearly identified candidate. other than an individ­
ual who. or a committee which. has registered under s. 11.0S 
and liIed an oath under s. 11.06 (7). except by the campaign 
treasurer of the candidate or other agent designated by the 
candidate and acting under his or her authority. 

(h) The treasurer of each committee and each individual 
who proposes 10 make a disbursement to advocate the 
election or defeat ofa clearly identified candidate shall notify 
the treasurer or other agent designaled under par. (a) of the 
candidate wbo is supponed or whose opponent is opposed 
and obtain the authorization of the treasurer prior to making 
the disbursement. This paragraph docs not apply to an 
individual or committee filing an oath under s. 11.06 (7) with 
respect to the candidate who is supponed or opposed. 

(c) In the event that an obligalion is incurred or disburse­
ment made by the campaign treasurer or other authorized 
agent of the candidate. the action is imputable to the candi­
date for purposes of civil liability under this chapter. 

(d) This subsection does not apply 10 disbursements and 
obligations which are exempted from reponing under s. 11.06 
(2). 

(2) LIMITAnON ON CASH CONTRmunONS. Every contribu­
tion of money exceeding SSO shall be made by negotiable 
instrument or evidenced by an itemized credit card receipt 
bearing on the face the name of the remitter. No treasurer 
may accept a contribution made in violation of this subsec­
tion. The treasurer shall promptly return the contribution. or 
donate it to the common school fund or to a charitable 
organization in the event that the donor cannot be identified. 

(3) FORM OF OISBURseMEImI. Every disbursement which is 
made by a registered individual or treasurer from the cam­
paign depository account shall be made by negotiable instru­
ment. Such instrument shall bear on the face the full name of 
the candidate. committee. individual or group as it appears 
on the registration statement filed under s. 11.05 and where 
necessary. such additional words as are sufficient to clearly 
indicate the political nature of the registrant or account of the 
registrant. The name of a political pany shall include the 
word "party". The instrument of each committee registered 
with the board and designated under s. II.OS (3) (c) as a 
special interesl commitlee shall bear the identification 
number assigned under s. 11.21 (12) on the face of the 
instrument. 

• 

• 

• 
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(4) E •• M •• ""'o. (a) The treasurer of a personal campaign 
committee may agree with a prospective contributor that a 
contribution is received to be utilized for a specific purpose 
not prohibited by law. Such purpose may not include a 
disbursement in suppon of or in opposition to another 
candidate or the transfer to an individual or committee acting 
in support of or in opposition to another candidate. except as 
authorized in an escrow agreement under s. 11.16 (S). 

(b) When 8 contribution is made to a political party or to 
an individual or committee other than a candidate or the 
candidate's personal campaign commillee. the purpose may 
not be specified. except that if a contribution is received 
punuant to an escrow agreement for transfer to a candidate 
in accordance with sub. (5). the contributor may specify the 
recipient of the contribution and if a contribution is received 
by a support commillee established for adoption by a candi­
date in accordance with 55. 11.10 (I) and 11.18. the contribu­
tor may specify that the contribution shall be utilized for 
support of the candidate being supported by the commillee. 

(e) Except for transfers of membership-related moneys 
between committees of the same political party and transfers 
made pursuant to escrow agreements authorized under sub. 
(S). no committee may act as a conduit for the earmarked 
contributions of others. Transfers of membership-related 
moneys between political party committees shall be treated in 
the same manner as other transfers. 

(5) EscRow .o •• l!Ml!NTS. Any personal campaign commit­
tee. political party commitlee or legislative campaign com­
mittee may. pursuant to a written escrow agreement with 
more than one candidate. solicit contributions for and con­
duct ajoint fund raising effort or program on behalf of more 
than one named candidate. The agreement shall specify the 
peramtage of the proceeds to be distributed to each candidate 
by the committee conducting the effort or program. The 
committee shall include this infonnation in all solicitations 
for the effort or program. All contributions received and 
disbursements made by the commillee in connection with the 
errort or program shall be received and disbursed through a 
separate depository account under s. 11.14 (I) that is identi­
ned in the agreement. For purposes of s. 11.06 (I). the 
committee conducting the effort or program shall prepare a 
schedule in the form prescribed by the board supplying all 
required information under s. 11.06 (I) and items qualirying 
for exclusion under s. 11.31 (6) for the errort or program. and 
shall transmit a copy of the schedule to each candidate who 
receives any of the proceeds within the period prescribed in 5. 

11.06 (4)(c). 
Hilllorr. 1973 t. 3~; 1975 t. 93.199; 1919 Co 328; 1985 A. 303. 

11.17 Treatment of loan guarantee •• (1) If any person 
guarantees a loan to a registrant made for a political purpose. 
the person makes a contribution to the registrant and the 
registrant incurs an obligation to the guarantor. If more than 
one person guarantees the same loan, the guarantors make 
contributions to the registrant and the registrant incurs 
obligations to the guarantors in equal shares. in the propor­
tion that the number of guarantors bears to the total amount 
guaranteed. unless a different share is specified in the loan 
instrument. 

(2) If a registrant reduces the unpaid balance of a loan to 
the registrant made for a political purpose by making a 
repayment to the lender or reimburses a guarantor from 
whom the lender has collccted upon a guarantee. the amount 
of the guarantor's contribution and the amount of the 
obligation incurred by the registrant are reduced by the 
amount of the repayment or reimbursement. Ifmorc than one 
guarantor guarantees the same loan. the amounts of the 
guarantors' contributions and the amounts of the obligations 
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incurred by the registrant are reduced in equal shares, in the 
proportion that the number of guarantors bears to the 
amount repaid or reimbursed. unless a different share is 
specified in the loan instrument. 

(3) If a registrant deraults on a loan that is guaranteed. and 
the lender collects the amount guaranteed from the guaran­
tor, the guarantor makes a contribution to the registrant and 
the registrant incurs an obligation to tbe guarantor in an 
amount equal to the amount collected by the lender from the 
guarantor. If more than one guarantor guarantees the same 
loan. the guarantors make contributions to the registrant and 
the registrant incurs obligations to the guarantors in equal 
shares. in the proportion that the number of guarantors bears 
to the total amount of the unpaid balance. unless a dirrerent 
share is specified in the loan instrument. If a registrant reports 
a contribution or incurred obligation in the fonn of a 
guarantee under s. 11.06 (I) at the time the guarantee is made. 
the registrant need not report the same contribution or 
incurred obligation at the time of a default and collection 
upon a guarantee. 

(4) If a candidate secures a loan for both a political and a 
nonpolitical purpose. this chapter applies only to the portion 
of the loan made for a political purpose. 

HilkIry: 1979 t. 328; 19&7 A. 370. 

11.18 Support cammlHee. (1) A commillee may be orga­
nized to support the prospective candidacy of an individual. 
No such commillee authorized under s. 11.05 (3) (p) may be 
organized during a period in which the individual on whose 
behalf the commillee is organized is registered as a candidate 
or has a personal campaign committee registered on his or her 
behalr. 

(2) A committee organized under sub. (I) shall register 
under s. 11.05 as a support commillec. 

(3) A support commillee authorized under s. 11.05 (3) (p) 
may not act on behalf of more than one individual but may 
make a contribution to another committee. No more than 
one support commillee authorized unders. 11.05 (3) (p) may 
be organized on behalf of the same individual. Any subcom­
mill .. of a support committee authorized under s. 11.05 (3) 
(p) shall be authorized by the individual on whose behalf the 
subcommittee acts. Any committee which is organized or acts 
with the cooperation of or upon consultation with a support 
commillee or the individual on whose behalf a support 
committee is organized or which acts in concert with or at the 
request or suggestion of a support committee or the individ .. 
ual on whose behalf a support commillee is organized is 
deemed a subcommillee of the support commillee. 

(4) Notwithstandings. 11.12 (I). a support commillee may 
make direct disbursements from its campaign depository 
account to pay for the expenses incurred for a political 
purpose to support the prospective candidacy of an individ­
ual on whose behalf it is organized during a period in which 
the commillee is permilled to operate under sub. (I). 

(5) Except as provided in s. 11.25 (2) (b). no support 
commillee authorized under s. 11.05 (3) (p) may utilize a 
contribution for a purpose not authorized under sub. (l). 

(6) If an individual on whose behalfa support commillee is 
authorized to operate under s. 11.05 (3) (p) becomes a 
candidate. the commillee shan be adopted by the candidate as 
his or her personal campaign committee. A support commit­
tee which nies a statement under s. 11.06 (7) may not be 
adopted by a candidate as a personal campaign committee. 

H.lory: 1985 L 303. 

11.19 Dtssotullon 01 regIstrants; termlnallon reports. (1) 
Whenever any registrant disbands or determines that obliga .. 
tions will no longer be incurred. and contributions will no 
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longer be received nor disbursements made during a calendar 
year. and the registrant has no outstanding incurred obliga· 
tions. the registrant shall file a termination rcpon with the 
appropriate filing officer. Such report shall indicate a cash 
balance on hand of zero at the end ofthe reporting period and 
shall indicate the disposition of residual funds. Residual 
funds may be used for any political purpose not prohibited by 
law, returned to the donors in an amount not exceeding the 
original contribution, or donated to a charitable organization 
or the common school fund. The report shall be filed and 
cenified as were previous reports. and shall contain the 
information required by s. 11.06 (1). If a termination report 
or suspension report under sub. (2) is not filed, the registrant 
shall continue to file periodic reports with the appropriate 
filing officer, no laterthan the dates specified in s. 11.20. This 
subsection does not apply to any registrant making an 
indication under s. 11.05 (2r), 

(2) Notwithstanding sub. (1), any registrant who or which 
determines that obligations will no longer be incurred. contri· 
butions will no longer be made or received or disbursements 
made during a calendar year in an aggregate amount armore 
than $1,000 may file a suspension report with the appropriate 
filing officer. The report shall be filed and certified as were 
previous reports and shall contain the information required 
under s. 11.06 (1). Upon receipt of a properly executed report, 
the registrant shall be granted a suspension of the filing 
requirement under s. 11.20 (9) by the appropriate filing 
offiCeI'. Such suspension is effective only for the calendar year 
in which it is granted. unless the regislrant alters its status 
before the end of such year or files a termination report under 
sub. (1). 

(3) In no case maya candidate or personal campaign 
committee file a termination or suspension report covering 
any period ending sooner than the date of the election in 
which the candidate or committee is participating. 

(4) If a registrant files a termination report under sub, (I) 
or (2) and within 60 days thereafter receives and accepts 
unanticipated contributions, the registrant may file an 
amended termination report. An amended report supersedes 
the previous report. The individual who certifies to the 
accuracy of the report shall also certify to a statement that the 
amended report is filed on account of the receipt ofunantici­
pated contributions and the failure to lite a correct termina­
tion report was not intentional. 

HiAory: 1973 c. 314; 1975 c. 93; 1979 c. 328; 1985 a. 303. 

11,20 F11Ing requirement., (1) All reports required by s. 
11.06 which relate to activities which promote or oppose 
candidates for state office or statewide referenda and all 
reports under s. 11.08 shall be filed with the board. All reports 
required by s. 11.06 which relate to activities which promote 
or oppose candidates for local office or local referenda shall 
be filed with the appropriate filing officer under s. 11.02, 
except reports filed under s. 11.08. 

(2) Preprimary and preelection reports under s. 11.06 (1) 
shall be received by the appropriate filing officer no earlier 
than 14 days and no later than 8 days preceding the primary 
and the election. 

(2m) Election reports under s. 11.12 shall be received by the 
appropriate filing officer no earlier than 23 days and no later 
than 30 days after each special election. unless a continuing 
report is required to be filed under sub. (4) on or before the 
30th day after the special election. 

(3) (a) A candidate or personal campaign committee of a 
candidate at a primary shall file a prep rima ry and preelection 
report. If a candidate for a nonpartisan state office at an 
election is not required to participate in a primary. the 
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candidate or personal campaign committee of the candidate 
shall file a preprimary report at the time prescribed in sub. (2) 
preceding the date specified in s. 5.02 (20) or (22) for the 
holding of the primary, were it to be required. 

(h) A candidate or personal campaign committee of a 
candidate at an election shall file a preelection report. 

(bm) A candidate or personal campaign committee of a 
candidate at a special election shall file a postelection report 
whenever the report is required to be filed under sub. (2m). 

(c) A registered committee or individual other than a 
candidate or personal campaign committee making or ac­
cepting contributions, making disbunements or incurring 
obligations in support of or in opposition to one or more 
candidates for office at B primary. or supporting or opposing 
other committees or individuals who are engaging in such 
activities, shall file a preprimary and preelection report, 

(d) A registered committee or individual other than a 
candidate or personal campaign committee making or ac­
cepting contributions, making disbursements or incurring 
obligations in support of or in opposition to one or more 
candidates for office at an election, or supporting or opposing 
other committees or individuals who arc engaging in such 
activities, shall file a preelection report. 

(I) A contribution, disbursement or obligation in support 
of or in opposition to a candidate at a primary which is made. 
accepted or incurred during the period covered by the prepri. 
mary report is considered to be made. accepted or incurred in 
support of or in opposition to that candidate at the primary, 
regardless of whether the candidate is opposed at the 
primary. 

(g) A contribution, disbursement or obligation in support 
of or in opposition to a candidate at an election which is 
made, aocepted or incurred during the period covered by the 
preelection report is considered to be made. accepted or 
incurred in support of or in opposition to that candidate at 
the election, regardless of whether the candidate is opposed at 
the election. 

(h) A registrant who or which malees, accepts or incurs a 
contribution. disbursement or obligation in support of or in 
opposition to a candidate at a primary during the period 
covered by the preprimary report shall file both the prepri. 
mary and preelection reports, regardless of whether the 
registrant engages in such activity during the period covered 
by the preelection report. 

(i) Notwithstanding pars. (c) and (d), a registrant other 
than a candidate, personal campaign committee or political 
party committee who or which makes. accepts or incurs a 
contribution. disbursement or obligation in support or or in 
opposition to a candidate at a primary during the period 
covered by the preelection report. but does not engage in such 
activity during the period covered by the preprimary report, 
is not required to file a preprimary report. 

(j) Notwithstanding pars. (c) and (d), a registrant other 
than a candidate. personal campaign committee or political 
party committee who or which makes. accepts or incurs a 
contribution. disbursement or obligation in support of or in 
opposition to a candidate at an election during the period 
covered by the report which follows the preelection report, 
but does not engage in such activity during the period covered 
by the preelection report, is not required to file a preelection 
report. 

(k) A registered group or individual making or accepting 
contributions, making disbursements or incurring obliga· 
tions in support of or in opposition to a referendum appear­
ing on a primary ballot shall file a pre primary and preelection 
report. 

• 

• 

• 
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(l) A registered group or individual making or aa:epting 
contributions. making disbursements or incurring obliga· 
tions in support of or in opposition to a referendum appear­
ing on an election ballot shall file a preelection report. 

(4) Continuing reports under s. 11.06 (I) by committees or 
individuals supporting or opposing candidates for office. 
including committees or a political party, and by individuals 
or groups supporting or opposing a referendum shall be 
received by the appropriate filing officer no earlier than 
January I and no later than January 31; and no earlier than 
July I and no later than July 20. 

(4m) An individual who or committee which supports or 
opposes an effort to circulate and file a petition to recall an 
offoccr shall file a report with the appropriate filing officer no 
later than 30 days aner registration or the petitioner ror recall 
or the officer unders. 9.10 (2) (d), irthe petition has not been 
offered ror filing within 5 days or that date, and no later than 
5 days aner a petition is offered ror filing demanding the 
recall or the officer. 

(511) Notwithstanding sub. (3), a personal campaign com­
mittee which is not formed to support or oppose a candidate 
in a partisan primary or election need only comply with sub. 
(3) ror purposes or a partisan primary and election irit makes 
a disbunement for the purpose ofinnuencing the outcome of 
that primary or election in a form other than a contribution 
which is reported by the recipient. 

(5r) Notwithstanding sub. (3), a personal campaign com­
mittee which is not formed to support or oppose a candidate 
in a nonpartisan primary or election need only comply with 
sub. (3) ror the purposes or a nonpartisan primary or election 
if it makes a disbursement for the purpose of innuencing the 
outcome of that primary or election in a form other than 8 

contribution which is reported by the recipient. 
(7) In the oventthat any report is required to be filed under 

this section on a nonbusiness day. it may be filed on the next 
business day thereoner. 

(8) Reports filed under subs. (2), (4) and (4m) shall include 
all contributions received and transactions made as of the end 
or: 

(a) The 15th day preceding the primary or election in the 
case or the preprimary and preelection report; 

(b) December 31 in the case or the continuing report 
required by January 31; and 

(c) June 30 in the case or the continuing report required by 
July 20. 

(d) Five days preceding the deadline ror filing orthe report 
in the case of the report required under sub. (4m). 

(e) The 22nd day rollowing the special election in the case 
or the postelection report required under sub. (2m). 

(9) Except as provided in ss. 11.05 (2r) and 11.19 (2), the 
duty to file reports under this section continues until a 
termination report is filed in accordance with s. 11.19. 

(10) (a) Where a requirement is imposed under this section 
ror the filing or a financial report which is to be received by 
the appropriate filing officer no later than a certain date. the 
requirement may be satisfied either by actual receipt of the 
report by the prescribed time ror filing at the office of the 
filing officer, or by filing a report with the U.S. postal service 
by first class mail with sufficient prepaid postage, addressed 
to the appropriate filing officer, no later than the date 
provided by law ror receipt or such report. 

(b) In any case where the postal service is employed by a 
person subject to a filing requirement as the agent for 
transmittal of a report. the burden is upon such person to 
show that a report has been filed with the postal service. 

(c) It is presumed until the contrary is established that the 
date shown by the postal service cancellation mark on the 
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envelope containing the report is the date that it was depos­
ited in the mail. 

(11) All reports required by this chapter shall be open to 
public inspection. 

(12) Ir a candidate is unopposed in a primary or election, 
the obligation to file the reports required by this chapter does 
not cease. Except as provided in ss. 11.05 (2r) and 11.19 (2), a 
registrant who makes or receives no contributions, makes no 
disbursements or incurs no obligations shall so report on the 
dates designated in subs. (2) and (4). 

(13) In theovent orrailure ora candidate or treasurer to me 
a report or statement required by this chapter by the time 
prescribed by law, action may be commenced against the 
candidate, the campaign treasurer, or the candidate's per­
sonal campaign committee, if any, or any combination of 
them. 

Hilrory: 1 913 c. 334; 1975c. 93, 199; 1979c. 328 a. 51,12 1092, 146: 1911 
c. 3104 .. 1046; 1983 L 113,491, 531: 1915 L 303 a. 32m to 37, II; 1987 L 370; 
1989 •. 192. 

11.21 Dulle. oltha alacllo"" board. The board shall: 
(1) Prescribe rorms ror making the reports, statements and 

notices required by this chapter. The board shall rurnish 
forms for making reports or statements without charge to all 
persons who are required to file repons or statements with the 
board, and shall distribute or arrange ror the distribmion or 
all rorms ror use by other filing officers. 

(2) Furnish to each registrant prescribed rorms for the 
making or reports and statements. Forms shall be sent by 1st 
class mail not earlier than 21 days and not later than 14 days 
prior to the applicable filing deadline under s. 11.20, and 
addressed to the attention of the treasurer or other penon 
indicated on the registration statement. Forms need not be 
sent to a registrant who has made an indication that aggre­
gate contributions, disbursements and obligations will not 
exceed the amount specified under s. 11.05 (2r) or to a 
registrant who has been granted a suspension under s. 11.19 
(2). Whenever any notice or ming requirements under this 
chapter is sent to a candidate'scampaign treasurer, the board 
shall also send a notice to the candidate ir he or she has 
appointed a separate treasurer. Failure to receive any form or 
notice does not exempt a registrant rrom compliance with this 
chapter. 

(3) Prepare and publish ror the use or persons required to 
file reports and statements under this chapter a manual 
setting rorth simply and concisely recommended unirorm 
methods of bookkeeping and reporting. The board shall 
furnish a copy of the manual without charge. upon request. to 
all persons who are required to file reports or statements with 
the board. and shall distribute or arrange for the distribution 
or copies or the manual ror use by other filing officers. 

(4) Develop a filing, coding. and cross-indexing system 
consonant with the purposes of this chapter. 

(5) Make the reports and statements filed with it available 
for public inspection and copying, commencing as soon as 
practicable but not later than the end orthe 2nd day rollowing 
the day during which they are received, and permit copying or 
any report or statement by hand or by duplicating machine at 
cost, as requested by any person. No inrormation copied 
rrom such reports and statements may be sold or utilized by 
any person for the purpose of soliciting contributions from 
individuals identified in the reports or statemenlS or ror any 
commercial purpose. 

(6) Compile and maintain a current list of all reports and 
statements or parts thereof pertaining to each candidate. 
individual, committee or group. 

(7) Include in its biennial report under s. 5.05 (5) compila­
tions of any of the following in its discretion: 
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(a) Total reported contributions. disbursements and in­
curred obligations for all candidates, individuals, committees 
and groups during the biennium. 

(b) Total amounts expended according to such categories 
as it may determine and separated according to candidate. 
political pany. and nonparty disbursements. 

(e) Total amounts expended for innucncing nominations 
and elections stated separately whenever separate informa­
tion is reponed. 

(d) Total amounts contributed according to such catego­
ries of amounts as it determines for candidates. individuals. 
committees and groups. 

(e) Aggregate amounts contributed by any contributors 
shown to have contributed more than SIOO. 

(8) Prepare and publish from time to time special reports 
comparing the various totals and categories of contributions 
and disbursements made with respect to preceding elections. 

(9) Place a copy of any separate schedule under s. 11.06 (I) 
(J) received with the financial report of an individual or 
committee filing an oath under s. 11.06 (7) in the file of each 
candidate to whom it relates. 

(10) Make available a list of delinquents for public 
inspection. 

(11) Receive and maintain in an orderly manner all reports 
and statements required to be filed with the state under the 
federal election campaign act, and in addition shall: 

(a) Preserve such reports and statements for a period of 6 
years from date of receipt. 

(b) Notwithstanding sub. (5). make each report and state­
ment transmiltcd to it under the federal election campaign act 
available for public inspection and copying during regular 
otrlCC hours. commencing as soon as practicable but not later 
than 48 hours from the time of receipt. 

(c) Compile and maintain a current list of all reports and 
statements or parts thereof pertaining to each candidate who 
is required to file a report or statement under such act. 

(d) Promptly compile and release for public inspection a 
list of all reports received from candidates for national office 
and from committees supporting or opposing such candi­
dates which are required to be filed with the state under the 
federal election campaign act, as soon as possible aner each 
deadline for receipt of such reports as provided by federal 
law. 

(12) Assign an identification number to each registrant for 
whom the board acts as a filing officer under s. 11.02. 

(13) Detennine whether each financial report or statement 
required to be filed under this chapter has been filed in the 
fonn and by the time prescribed by law. and whether it 
conforms on its face to the requirements of this chapter. The 
board shall immediately send to any registrant who is delin­
quent in filing. or who has liIed otherwise than in the proper 
form. a notice that the registrant has failed to comply with 
this chapter. Whenever a candidate has appointed another 
person as campaign treasurer, the board shall send the notice 
to both persons. 

(14) Prepare. publish and periodically revise as necessary a 
manual simply and concisely describing the filing and regis­
tration requirements established in this chapter in detail, as 
well as other major provisions of this chapter and ch. 12. The 
board shall furnish a copy of the manual without charge. 
upon request. to all persons who are required to file reports or 
statements with the board, and shall distribute or arrange for 
the distribution of copies of the manual for use by other filing 
officers. 

(15) Inform each candidate who files an application to 
become eligible to receive a grant from the Wisconsin election 
campaign fund of the dollar amount of the applicable dis-
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bursement limitation under s. 11.31 which applies to the 
office for which such person is a candidate. Failure to receive 
the notice required by this subsection does not constitute a 
defense to a violation of s. 11.27 (I) or 11.31. 

Hiltory: 1973c.3:W; 1975c. 93 II. 73 to 78. 119(2); 1977c.l07; 1979c. 
260.328; 1911 c. 390 L 2S2; 198) L 27. S38; 19I5 •• 303; 1917 •. 370; 1989 •. 
192. 

11.22 Dull •• 01 local flllng ollicer. Each filing officer. other 
than the board. shall: 

(1) Obtain the fonns and manuals prescribed by the board 
under s. 11.21 (I). (3) and (14) and election laws provided by 
the board under s. 7.08 (4). The officer shall furnish forms 
without charge to all persons who are required to file reports 
or statements with the officer. and shall furnish copies of 
manuals without charge, upon request, to all persons who are 
required to file reports or statements with the officer. The 
officer shall distribute copies of the election laws received 
from the board to election officials without charge. The 
officer shall furnish copies of manuals and election laws to 
other persons at cost. 

(2) Develop a filing. coding and cross-iodexing system 
consonant with the purposes of this chapter. 

(3) Furnish to each registrant prescribed forms for the 
making of reports and statements. Forms shall be sent by 1st 
class mail not earlierthan 21 days and not later than 14 days 
prior to the applicable filing deadline under s. 11.20 and 
addressed to the attention of the treasurer or other person 
indicated on the registration statement. Forms need not be 
sent to a registrant who has made an indication that aggre-­
gate contributions, disbursements and obligations will not 
exceed the amount specified under s. 11.05 (2r) or to a 
registrant who has been granted a suspension under s. 11.\9 
(2). Whenever any notice of the filing requirements under this 
chapter is sent to a candidate's campaign treasurer. the filing 
officer shall also send a notice to the candidate ifhe or she has 
appointed a separate treasurer. Failure to receive any form or 
notice does not exempt a registrant from compliance with this 
chapter. 

(4) Notify the district attorney. or the attorney general 
where appropriate under 55. 11.60 (4) and 11.61 (2). in 
writing. of any facts within the filing officer's knowledge or 
evidence in the officer's possession, including errors or dis­
crepancies in reports or statements and delinquencies in filing 
which may be grounds for civil action or criminal prosecu­
tion. The filing officer shall transmit a copy of such notifica­
tion to the board. The district attorney or the attorney 
general shall advise the filing officer in writing at the end of 
each 30-day period of the status of such matter until the time 
of disposition. The district attorney or attorney general shall 
transmit a copy of each such notice to the board. 

(5) Make available a list of delinquents for public 
inspection. 

(6) Compile and maintain a current list of all reports and 
statements or parts thereof pertaining to each candidate, 
individual, committee or group. 

(8) Make the reports and statements filed with the filing 
officer available for public inspection and copying. com­
mencing as soon as practicable but not later than the end of 
the 2nd day following the day during which they are received. 
and permit copying of any report or statement by hand or by 
duplicating machine at cost. as requested by any person. No 
information copied from such reports and statements may be 
sold or utilized by any person for the purpose of soliciting 
contributions from individuals identified in the reports or 
statements or for any commercial purpose. 

(9) Determine whether each financial report or statement 
required to be filed under this chapter has been filed in the 

• 
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fonn and by the time prescribed by law. and whether it 
conronns on its face to the requirements of this chapter. The 
offaf shall immediately send to any registrant who is 
delinquent in tiling. or who has filed otherwise than in the 
proper fonn. a notice that the registrant has failed to comply 
with this chapter. Whenever a candidate has appointed 
another person as campaign treasurer, the filing officer shall 
send the notice to both persons. 

(10) Place a copy of any separate schedule under s. 11.06 
(I) (j) received with the financial report of an individual or 
committee filing an oath under s. 11.06 (7) in the file of each 
candidate to whom it relates. 

Hlltory: 1973 Co 3,..; 1975 c. "1; 1915 c. 93-. 80 to 86, 119 (2); 1975 c. 
199; 1979 c. 321; 191) a, 27; 1985 L 303; 1917 L 370; 1989 L 192. 

11.23 PollUcal groups and Individuals; relerendum que .. 
Uon •. (1) Any group or individual may promote or oppose a 
particular vote at any referendum in this state. Before making 
disbursements. receiving contributions or incurring obliga .. 
tions in excess of S2S in the aggregate in a calendar year for 
such purposes, the group or individual shall file a registration 
statement under s. 11.05 (I). (2) or (2r). In the case of a group 
the name and mailing address of each of its offICers shall be 
given in the statement. Every group and every individual 
under this section shall designate a campaign depository 
aa;ount under s. 11.14. Every group shall appoint a treasurer, 
who may delegate authority but is jointly responsible for the 
actions of his or her authorized designee for purposes of civil 
liability under this chapter. The appropriate filing officer 
shall be notified by a group of any change in its treasurer 
within 10 days of the change under s. 11.05 (5). The treasurer 
of a group shall certify the correctness of each statement or 
report submitted by it under this chapter. 

(2) Any anonymous contribution exceeding SIO received 
by an individual or group treasurer may not be used or 
expended. The contribution shall be donated to the common 
school fund or to any charitable organization at the option of 
the treasurer. 

(3) All contributions. disbursements and incurred obliga. 
tions exceeding SIO shall be recorded by the group treasurer 
or the individual. He or she shall maintain such records in an 
organized and legible manner, for not less than 3 years aner 
the date of a referendum in which the group or individual 
participates. If a report is submitted under s. 11.19 (I). the 
records may be transferred to a continuing group or to the 
appropriate filing officer for retention. Records shall include 
the information required under s. 11.06 (I). 

(4) Each group or individual shall file periodic reports as 
provided inss. 11.06. 11.19 and 11.20. Every individual acting 
for the purpose of influencing the outcome of a referendum 
shall be deemed his or her own treasurer. No disbursement 
may be made or obligation incurred by or on behalf of a 
group without the authorization of the treasurer or the 
treasurer's designated agents. No contribution may be ac­
cepted and no disbursement may be made or obligation 
incurred by any group at a time when there is a vacancy in the 
omce of treasurer. 

(5) If a group which operates as a political committee has 
riled a single registration statement, any report of that group 
which concerns activities being carried on as a political 
committee under this chapter shall contain a separate 
itemization of such activities, whenever itemization is 
required. 

(6) If any contribution or contributions of SSOO or more 
cumulatively are received by a group or individual supporting 
or opposing the adoption of a referendum question from a 
single contributor later than IS days prior to an election such 
that it is not included in the preprimary or preelection report 
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submitted under s. 11.20 (3). the treasurer of the group or the 
individual receiving the contribution shall within 24 hours of 
receipt inform the appropriate riling officer of the informa­
tion required under s. 11.06 (I) in such manner as the board 
may prescribe. The infonnation shall also be included in the 
treasurer's or individual's next regular report. For purposes 
of the reporting requirement under this subsection, only 
contributions received during the period beginning with the 
day aner the last date covered on the preelection report. and 
ending with the day before the election need be reported. 

Hlleor,-: 1973c.334; 19751:. 93 Do '7. 119 (I). (2); 1975 Co 199; 1979e. 311 
II. 103. 146; '91S •. 303 II. 4),86; 1985 L 332 L 253; 1987 L 370. 

I( narrowly c:onarutd to apply only to financial tranACtion. directly re­
lated to exprna advocacy or. panitular mult in a rd'ermdum. this Kdion i. 
constitutional. 65 AUy. Om .• 45. 

School board which informs electorate of (xu ptrtincnt to subject of 
IChool district rd'erendum need not rtpSlCr or fat campai", financin, rcportI 
UnMr ch. 11. 61 Atty. Om. 167. 

limitations on contributions to commiuC'CI formed to support or oppose 
rererendum diKUSltd. Citi7.Cft1 Alainst RCftt Control v. Ikrkdcy. 4504 US 290 
(t9St). 

11.24 Unlawful political contrlbullons. (1) No person may. 
directly or indirectly. make any contribution other than from 
funds or propeny belonging to the contributor. No person 
may. directly or indirectly. furnish funds or property to 
another person for the purpose of making a contribution in 
other than the person's own name. No person may intention­
ally accept or receive any contribution made in violation of 
this subsection. 

(1m) A conduit making a contribution of money in the 
manner prescribed in s. 11.06(11) (a) does not violate sub. (I). 

(2) No person may intentionally accept or receive any 
contribution made in violation of this chapter. 

H_carr. 1973 c. 334; 1985 •. 303; 1989 L 192; 1991 &. JUi. 
"Unit oIprolCCUtion" undeT (I) i. tvery IransftT offuncb to &nOtbel' penon 

acrompanied by the (.11e listi", of ... y .lftale contributor. See note to 11.38, 
citin, State y. Ornke. sa W (ld) 60, 276 NW (lei) J14 (eL App. 1979). 

11.25 Untawfut pOlitical dlsbur •• mont •• nd obllgaUons. 
(1) No person, committee or group may intentionally receive 
or accept any thing of value. or any promise or pledge 
thereof. constituting a disbursement made or obligation 
incurred for political purposes contrary to law. 

(2) (a) No person. committee or group may make or 
authorize a disbursement or the incurrence of an obligation 
from moneys solicited for political purposes for a purpose 
which is other than political. except as specifically authorized 
by law. 

(b) Notwithstanding par. (a). a registrant may accept 
contributions and make disbursements from a campaign 
depository account for the purpose of making expenditures in 
connection with a campaign for national office: for payment 
of civil penalties incurred by the registrant under this chapter; 
or for payment of the expenses of nonpartisan campaigns to 
increase voter registration or participation. Notwithstanding 
par. (a). a personal campaign committee or support commit­
tee may accept contributions and make disbursements from a 
campaign depository account for payment of inaugural.ex­
pen ... of an individual who is elected to state or local office. 
tr such expenses are paid from contributions made to the 
campaign depository account, they are reportable under s. 
11.06 (I) as disbursements. Otherwise. such expenses are not 
reportable under s. 11.06 (I). If contributions from the 
campaign depository account are used for such expenses, 
they are subject to s. 11.26. 

(3) No moneys solicited for political purposes and reported 
under this chapter may be invested for the purpose of 
producing income unless the investment is in direct obliga­
tions of the United States and of agencies and corporations 
wholly owned by the United States. commercial paper matur· 
ing within one year from the date of investment, preferred 
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shares of a corporation. an interest-bearing account at any 
financial institution as defined in s. 705.01 (3) or securities of 
an investment company registered under the federal invest­
ment company act of 1940 (15 USC 80a) and registered for 
public offer and sale in this state of the type commonly 
referred to as a "money market fund", 

HWorr- 1973c. 3304; 1975c. 93; 1979 c. 328: 1981 c. 20: 1983 a. 21.183: 
1985 L 303 a.. 43s. 86; 1987 •. 310. 

11.2& Umltatlon on contribution •. (1) No individual may 
make any contribution or contributions to a candidate for 
election or nomination to any of the following offices and to 
any individual or committee under s. 11.06 (7) acting solely in 
support of such a candidate or solely in opposition to the 
candidate's opponent to the extent of more than a total of the 
amounts specified per candidate: 

<a) Candidates for governor, lieutenant governor. secre-­
tary of slate. statc treasurer. attorney general. state superin­
tendent of public instruction or justice. $10,000. 

(b) Candidates for state senator. 51.000. 
(c) Candidates for representative to the assembly. 5500. 
(ee) Candidates for court of appeals judge in districts 

which contain a county having a population of more than 
500.000. $3.000. 

(eg) Candidates for court of appeals judge in other dis· 
tricts. 52.S00. 

(en) Candidates for circuit judge in circuits having a 
population of more than 300.000. or candidates for district 
attorney in prosecutorial units having a population of more 
than 300.000. 53.000. 

(ew) Candidates for circuit judge in other circuits or 
candidates for district attorney in other prosecutorial units. 
51.000. 

(d) Candidates for local offices. an amount equal to the 
greater of I) 5250: or 2) one cent times the number of 
inhabitants of the jurisdiction or district. according to the 
latcst federal census or the census information on which the 
district is based. as unified by the appropriate tiling officer, 
but not more than $3.000. 

(2) No committee other than a political party committee or 
legislative campaign committee may make any contribution 
or contributions to a candidate for election or nomination to 
any of the following offices and to any individual or commit­
tee under s. 11.06 (7) acting solely in support of such a 
candidate or solely in opposition to the candidate's opponent 
to the extent of more than a total of the amounts specified per 
candidate: 

(a) Candidates for governor. lieutenant governor. secre­
tary of statc. state treasurer, atcorney general. state superin­
tendent or justice. 4% of the value of the disbursement level 
specified in the schedule under s. 11.31 (I). 

(b) Candidates for state senator. 51.000. 
(c) Candidates for representative to the assembly. 5500. 
(ee) Candidates for court of appeals judge in districts 

which contain a county having a population of more than 
500.000. $3.000. 

(cg) Candidates for court of appeals judge in other dis­
tricts. $2.500. 

(en) Candidates for circuit judge in circuits having a 
population of more than 300,000, or candidates for district 
attorney in prosecutorial units having a population of more 
than 300.000. 53.000. 

(cw) Candidates for circuit judge in other circuits or 
candidates for district attorney in other prosccutorial units, 
51.000. 

(e) Candidates for local offices. an amount equal to the 
greater of I) 5200: or 2) three·fourths of one cent times the 
number of inhabitants of the jurisdiction or district. accord· 
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ing to the latest federal census or the census information on 
which the district is based. as certified by the appropriate 
filing officer. but not more than 52.500. 

(3) The contribution limitations of subs. (1) and (2) apply 
cumulatively to the entire primary and election campaign in 
which a candidate participates, whether or not there is a 
contested primary election. The total limitation may be 
apportioned in any manner desired between the primary and 
election. All moneys cumulate regardless of the time of 
contribution. 

(4) No individual may make any contribution or contribu· 
tions to all candidates for state and local offioes and to any 
individuals who or committees which are subject to a registra· 
tion requirement under s. 11.05. including legislative cam­
paign committees and committees ofa political party. to the 
extent of more than a total of 5 10.000 in any calendar year. 

(5) The contribution limits provided in subs. (1) and (4) do 
not apply to a candidate who makes any contribution or 
contributions to his or her own campaign for office from the 
candidate·s personal funds or property or the personal funds 
or property which are owned jointly or as marital property 
with the candidate's spouse, with respect to any contribution 
or contributions made to that candidate's campaign only. A 
candidate·s personal contributions shall be deposited in his or 
her campaign depository account and reported in the normal 
manner. 

(6) When a candidate adopts a preexisting support com­
mittee as his or her personal campaign committee, the SUP"' 

port committee is deemed to have been the same committee as 
the candidate·s personal campaign committee for purposes of 
the application of subs. (I). (2) and (9). The limitations 
prescribed in subs. (2) and (9) do not apply to the transfer of 
contributions which is made at the time of such adoption. but 
do apply to the contributions which have been made by any 
other committee to the support committee at the time of 
adoption. 

(8) (a) No political party as defined in s. 5.02 (13) may 
receive more than a total of S I 50,000 in value of its contribu· 
tions in any biennium from all other committees. excluding 
contributions from legislative campaign committees and 
transfers between party committees of the party. In this 
paragraph. a biennium commences with January 1 of each 
odd·numbered year and ends with December 31 of each even· 
numbered year. 

(b) No such political party may receive more than a total of 
S6.000 in value of its contributions in any calendar year from 
any specific committee or its subunits or affiliates. excluding 
legislative campaign and political party committees. 

(c) No committee. other than a political party or legislative 
campaign committee. may make any contribution or contri~ 
butions, directly or indirectly, to a political party under s. 
5.02 (13) in a calendar year exceeding a total value of 56.000. 

(9) (a) No individual who is a candidate for state or local 
office may receive and accepl more than 65% of the value of 
the total disbursement level determined under s. 11.31 for the 
office for which he or she is a candidate during any primary 
and eleclion campaign combined from all committees subject 
to a filing requirement. including polilical party and legisla· 
tive campaign committees. 

(b) No individual who is a candidate for state or local 
office may receive and accept more than 45% of the value of 
the total disbursement level determined under s. 11.31 for the 
office ror which he or she is a candidate during any primary 
and election campaign combined from all committees other 
than political party and legislative campaign committees 
subject to a filing requirement. 

• 
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(c) For purposes of pars. (a) and (b). a "committee" 
includes the Wisconsin election campaign fund. 

(10) No candidale for slale office who liIes a sworn 
statement and application to receive a grant from the Wiscon· 
sin election campaign fund may make contributions of more 
lhan 200% of lhe amounls specified in sub. (I) 10 lhe 
candidate's own campaign from the candidate's personal 
funds or property or the personal funds or property which are 
owned jointly or as marital property with the candidate's 
spowe. unless the board determines that the candidate is not 
eligible 10 receive a granl. lhe candidale wilhdraws his or her 
applicalion under s. 11.50 (2) (h). or s. 11.50 (2) (i) applies. 
For purposes Oflhis subseclion. any conlribulion received by 
a candidate or his or her personal campaign committee from 
a committee which is registered with the federal elections 
commission as the authorized committee of the candidate 
under 2 USC 432 (e) shall be lrealed as a conlribulion made 
by the candidate to his or her own campaign. The contribu· 
lion limil of sub. (4) applies 10 amounlS conlribuled by such a 
candidate personally to the candidate's own campaign and to 
other campaigns. except that a candidate may exceed the 
limitation if authorized under this subsection to contribute 
more than the amount specified to the candidate's own 
campaign. up to the amount of the limitation. 

(11) Excess conlribulions shall be relurned 10 lhe donor or 
lrealed in accordance wilh s. 11.12 (2) or 11.23 (2). al lhe 
option of the treasurer. 

(12) fn computing the limitations under this section, any 
transfer of funds between the candidates for governor and 
lieutenant governor of the same political party in the general 
eleclion may be excluded. 

(12m) For purposes of lhis seclion. a conlribulion of 
money received from a conduit identified in the manner 
prescribed in s. 11.()6 (II) (a) shall be considered a conlribu­
tion received from the original contributor. 

(13) Excepl as provided in sub. (9). conlribulions received 
from lhe Wisconsin eleclion campaign fund are nol subjecllo 
limitation by this section. 

(13m) Conlribulions ulilized ror lhe following purposes 
are not subject to limitation by this section: 

(a) For lhe purpose of paymenl of legal fees and olher 
expenses incurred as a result of a recount at an election. 

(b) For lhe purpose of paymenl of legal roes and olher 
expenses incurred in connection with the circulation. ofTer to 
liIe or filing. or with the response to the circulation, ofTer to 
liIe or filing, of a petition to recall an omcer prior to the time a 
recall primary or election is ordered., or after that time if 
incurred in contesting or defending the order. 

(14) No candidate or committee may receive and accept 
any contribution or contributions made in violation of this 
section. 

(15) The fact that 2 or more committees, other than 
personal campaign committees, utilize common policies and 
practices concerning the endorsement of candidates or agree 
10 make contributions only to such endorsed candidates does 
not affect the right of each committee independently to make 
contributions up to the amount specified under sub. (2). 

(16) Contributions constituting surplus materials acquired 
in connection with a previous campaign of a candidate are 
not subject to limitation by this section. if the materials were 
previously reported as a conlribulion by lhal candidale. 

(17) (a) For purposes of applicalion of lhe limilalions 
imposed in subs. (I). (2). (9) and (10). lhe "campaign" of a 
candidate begins and ends at the times specified in this 
subsection. 

(b) In lhecase ofa candidale who has nol been acandidale 
in a previous election for which he or she continues to be 
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regislered under s. 11.05. lhe "campaign" of lhe candidale 
begins when lhe candidale or lhe candidale', personal cam­
paign committee is required to file a registration statement 
with the appropriate filing officer. 

(c) In lhe case ofacandidale who has been a candidale in a 
previous election for which he or she continues to be regis­
lered under s. 11.05. lhe "campaign" of lhe candidale begins 
on lhe day afler lhe closing dale for lhe period covered by lhe 
firsl financial report med by or on behalf of lhe candidale 
subsequenl 10 lhe dale of lhe previous eleclion. or if lhe 
candidate has incurred obligations from a previous cam­
paign. lhe dale on which lhe candidale receives sufficienl 
contributions to retire those obligations. whichever is later, 
except that the "campaign" of a candidate at a special 
eleclion begins when lhe candidale or lhe candidale's per­
sonal campaign committee is required to file or change the 
information on a registration statement as a result of the 
candidacy. 

(d) In lhe case of any candidale allhe spring primary or 
election or the September primary or general election. the 
"campaign" oflhecandidaleendsonJune 30 or December 31 
following lhe dale on which lhe election or primary is held in 
which lhe candidale is elecled or defealed. or lhe dale on 
which the candidate receives sufficient contributions to retire 
any obligations incurred in connection with that contest. 
whichever is later. fn the case of any candidate at a special 
primary or election. the "campaign" of the candidate ends on 
lhe lasl day of lhe monlh following lhe monlh in which lhe 
primary or election is held in which the candidate is elected or 
defealed. or lhe dale on which lhe candidale receives suffi­
cient contributions to retire any obligations incurred in 
connection with that contest, whichever is later. 

(e) The campaign of a candidate in a future election who 
has incurred obligations from a previous campaign may 
begin before the candidate receives sufficient contributions to 
retire all obligations incurred in connection with the previous 
campaign. bUI may nol begin before lhe day afler lhe closing 
dale for lhe period covered by lhe firsl financial report filed 
by or on behalf oflhe candidale subsequenllo lhe dale oflhe 
previous election except as provided for a special election 
under par. (c). 

(I) Nolwilhslanding pars. (b) 10 (d). conlribulions for 
inaugural expenses paid by a candidate. personal campaign 
commillee or supporl commillee aUlhorized under s. 11.05 
(3) (p) from a campaign deposilory accounl are subjecllo lhe 
limilalions of lhis seclion. bul lhe regislranl paying lhe 
expenses may elect to charge the contributions to a present or 
possible future campaign of the individual in connection with 
whose inauguralion lhe expenses are paid. 

HalOry: 1973 t. ))4; 1975 t. 9) a. 191095. 119 (1); 1975 t. 200; 19n t. 
1m. 117; 1977 t .• 27 .. 1 )2; 1979 t. 263, )21; 1979t. )55 L)2; 198) •• '1), 116; 
1985 •. )0) u. "" to SSm. 86; 1917 •• n, )70; 1989 •• )1,19'2. 

NOT£: 1915 Wb. Ad JO). L I, ... Ia qtalatlft lalmt rca:ardlnc pollka. 
p.-ty and Ie&bIarm amp_lab comndllea'lnIkpmdml npendiblm.. 

Sub. (9) (a) dlXS not violalt fiM amrndmrnt or ~U&I protrdaon; it is n.r. 
rowly tailored to ucomplish kpslativc Soalwhile allowinl lipMan. politital 
nprrssion. Gard Y. Stal(' EJtttionJ Board, 156 W (lei) 21 •• 56 NW (lei) 809 
(1990). 

Constitutionality of various provision. diJC:UaCd. 6S Atry. Otn. 2)7. 

11.265 L.gl.laliv. campaign eommlll •••• (1) No more 
lhan one legislalive campaign commillee may be eslablished 
by lhe members of one polilical party in each house of lhe 
legislalure. 

(2) A legislalive campaign commillee may accepl no con­
tributions and make no contributions or disbursements ex .. 
cceding the amounts authorized for a political party under 
lhis chapler. 
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(3) Amounts contributed by a legislative campaign com­
mittee to a political party are not subject to limitation by this 
chapter. 

H ... orr. 1979 t. 328; 19as a. 303. 

11.27 Fal •• r.porl. and slalemenls. (1) No person may 
prepare or submit a false report or statement to a filing officer 
under this chapter. 

(2) In civil actions under this chapter. the acts of every 
member of a personal campaign committee are presumed 10 
be with the knowledge and approval of the candidate, until it 
has been clearly proved that the candidate did not have 
knowledge of and approve the same. 

Hilaory: 1973 t. 3,..: 1979 t. 328. 

11.29 Communlcallons for p01l1lcal purpose •• (1) Nothing 
in this chapter restricts any corporation, cooperative or 
voluntary association other than a political party or personal 
campaign committee from making disbursements for the 
purpose of communicating only with its members. sharehold­
ers or subscribers to the exclusion of all other persons, with 
respect to endorsements of candidates. positions on a referen­
dum or explanation of its views or interests, without report­
ing such activity. No such corporation. cooperative or volun­
tary association may solicit contributions from persons who 
are not members, shareholders or subscribers to be used for 
such purposes. 

(2) Notwithstanding s. 11.12 (I), a political party commit· 
tee may make single communications to its members at 
periodic intervals with respect to an explanation of its views 
or intercst~ a position on a referendum to be submitted to the 
voters, or endorsement of an entire slate of candidates at any 
jurisdictional level or levels. Such activity shall be reported by 
the party committee. 

(3) No communications medium may be utilized for com­
munications authorized under this section unless the medium 
is restricted solely to members. shareholders or subscribers. 

(4) For purposes of this section. the members ofa local or 
regional cooperative are deemed to be members of a state 
cooperative if the local or regional cooperative is a member of 
the state cooperative. 

Hiliorr- 1973('.334; 1975('.931.119(1); 1979('.328. 

11.30 ldenflflceflon of po1l1lcal conlrlbullon .. disburse· 
ment. and communications. (1) No disbursement may be 
made or obligation incurred anonymously, and no contribu­
tion or disbursement may be made or obligation incurred in a 
fictitious name or by one person or organization in the name 
of another for any political purpose. 

(2) (a) The source of every printed advertisement. bill­
board, handbill, sample ballot, television or radio advertise­
ment or other communication which is paid for by or through 
any contribution, disbursement or incurred obligation shall 
clearly appear thereon. This paragraph does not apply to 
communications for which reponing is not required under s. 
11.06 (2). 

(b) Every such communication the cost of which is paid for 
or reimbursed by a committee or group, or for which a 
committee or group assumes responsibility. whether by the 
acceptance of a contribution or by the making of a disburse­
ment. shall be identified by the words "Paid for by" followed 
by the name of the committee or group making the payment 
or reimbursement or assuming responsibility for the commu­
nication and the name of the treasurer or other authorized 
agent of such committee or group. 

(c) Every such communication which is directly paid for or 
reimbursed by an individual, including a candidate without a 
personal campaign committee who is serving as his or her 
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own treasurer. or for which an individual assumes responsi­
bility, whether by the acceptance of a contribution or by the 
making of a disbursement, shall be identifiod by the words 
"Paid for by" followed by the name of the candidate or other 
individual making the payment or reimbursement or assum­
ing responsibility for the communication. No abbreviation 
may be used in identifying the name of a committee or group 
under this paragraph. 

(d) In addition to the requirements of pars. (a) to (c). a 
committee or individual required 10 me an oath under s. 11.06 
(7) shall also in every communication in support of or in 
opposition to any clearly identified candidate or candidates 
include the words "Not authorized by any candidate or 
candidate's agent or committee", 

(e) Communications under this section by a personal 
campaign committee may identify the committee or any bona 
fide subcommittee thereof. 

(em) The source of each printed advertisement. billboard, 
handbill, paid television or radio advertisement or other 
communication made for the purpose of influencing the recall 
from or retention in office of an individual holding a state or 
local office shall clearly appear thereon in the manner pre­
scribed in pars. (b) and (c). 

(f) This subsection does not apply to the preparation and 
transmittal of personal correspondence or the production, 
y<earing or display of a single personal item which is not 
reproduced or manuractured by machine or other equipment 
for sale or distribution to more than one individual. 

(fm) This subsection does not apply to communications 
printed on pins, buttons, pens, balloons, nail files and similar 
small items on which the infonnation required by this subsec· 
tion cannot be conveniently printed. The board may. by rule. 
specify small items not mentioned in this paragraph to which 
this subsection shall not apply. 

(g) This subsection does not apply to nonadvertising 
material contained in a regularly published newsletter by an 
organization which is expressing its political views with 
respect to elections which are of concern to its membership, 
provided that distribution of such newsletter is restricted to 
such membership. 

(h) Notwithstanding par. (a), the attributions required by 
this subsection in written communications shall be readable. 
legible and readily aocessible. 

(hm) Notwithstanding pars. (a) to (c), any communication 
making a solicitation on behalf of more than one candidate 
for a joint fund raising effort or program pursuant to an 
escrow agreement under s. 11.16 (S) may omit the names of 
the candidates or personal campaign committees assuming 
responsibility for the communication if the communication 
discloses that a joint fund raising effort or program is being 
conducted on behalf of named candidates. 

(i) No person may publish or disseminate, or cause to be 
published or disseminated any communication in violation of 
this subsection. A communications medium which in good 
faith relies on the representations of any person who places 
an advertisement with such medium as to the applicability of 
this subsection to such person does not violate this paragraph 
as a result of publication or dissemination of that advertise­
ment based on such representations, provided that the repre­
sentations are reasonable. 

(3) (a) This subsection applies to the following persons who 
own any financial interest in a newspaper or periodical 
circulating in this state or in any radio or television station 
located in this state: 

I. Every person occupying any office or position with an 
annual compensation over $300, under the constitution or 

• 
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laws of the United Stales or of this state or under an 
ordinance of any municipality of this statc. 

2. Every candidate or member crany c,?mmittee or group 
under thas chapler. 

3. Every individual registered under s. 11.05. 
(b) Any person named in par. (a) is guilty ofa violation of 

this chapter unless. before using the communications medium 
for political purposes other than as provided for in sub. (2). 
there is filed with the board a verified declaration specifically 
stating the communications medium in which the person has 
financial interest or over which the person has control and the 
exact nature and extent of the interest or control. 

(4) No owner or other person with a financial interest in a 
communications medium may utilize such medium in sup­
port of or in opposition to a candidate or referendum except 
as provided in this chapter. This chapter shall not be con­
strued to restrict fair coverage of bona fide news stories. 
interviews with candidates and other politically active indi­
viduals. editorial comment or endorsement. Such activities 
need not be reponed as a contribution or disbursement. 

(5) Whenever any person receives payment from another 
person, in cash or in-kind. for the direct or indirect cost of 
conducting a poll concerning support or opposition to a 
candidate, political party or referendum, the person con­
ducting the poll shall, upon request of any person who is 
polled. disclose the name and address of the person making 
payment for the poll and. in the case of a registrant under s. 
11.0S. the name of the treasurer of the person making 
payment. 

Hllllory: 1973c. 334; 1975 c. 93,199,224. 4D; 1979c. 328: 1983 L 491; 
1985 L 303; 1987 L 370; t989 L 192; 1991 •. 316. 

11.31 Disbursemeni level. and limitation.; calculation. 
(1) SCHEDULI!. The following levels of disbursements are 
established with reference to the candidates listed below. 
Except as provided in sub. (2). such levels do not operate to 
restrict the total amount of disbursements which are made or 
authorized to be made by any candidate in any primary or 
other election. 

(a) Candidates for governor. SI.078.200. 
(b) Candidates for lieutenant governor. S323,475. 
(c) Candidates for attorney general. S539.000. 
(d) Candidates for secretary of state. state treasurer, justice 

or state superintendent. S21 5.625. 
(dm) Candidates for court of appeals judge. S86.250. 
(e) Candidates for state senator. S34.500 total in the 

primary and election. with disbursements not exceeding 
S21.575 for either the primary or the election. 

(f) Candidates for representative to the assembly. S17.250 
total in the primary and election. with disbursements not 
exceeding SI0.775 for either the primary or the election. 

(fm) Candidates for circuit judge. S86.250. 
(fs) Candidates for district attorney in any prosecutorial 

unit with a population of 500.000 or less. S86.250. 
(g) In any jurisdiction or district. other than a judicial 

district or circuit, with a population of SOO.OOO or more 
according to the most recent federal census covering the 
entire jurisdiction or district: 

I. For the following countywide offices: 
a. Candidates for county executive. S269,500. 
b. Candidates for district attorney. SI61.725. 
c. Candidates for county supervisor. SI7.250. 
2. Candidates for any countywide elective office not speci-

fied in par. (dm) or (fm) or subd. I. SI07.825. 
3. For the following offices in cities of the 1st class: 
a. Candidates for mayor. S269.550. 
b. Candidates for city attorney. SI61.725. 
c. Candidates for any other city-wide office. SI07.825. 
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d. Candidates for alderman. S 17.250. 
(h) Candidates for any local office. who are elected from a 

jurisdiction or district with less than 500,000 inhabitants 
according to the latest federal census or census information 
on which the district is based. as certilied by the appropriate 
liIing officer. an amount equal to the greater of I) SI.075; or 
2) 53.91% of the annual salary for the office sought. rounded 
to the nearest mUltiple ofS25; or 3) 32.35 cents per inhabitant 
of the jurisdiction or district, but in no event more than 
S43.125. 

(2) LIMITATION IMPOSED. No candidate for state office at a 
spring or general election who files a sworn statement and 
application to receive a grant from the Wisconsin election 
campaign fund may make or authorize total disbursements 
from the campaign treasury in any campaign to the extent of 
more than the amount prescribed in sub. (I). unless the board 
determines that the candidate is not eligible to receive a grant. 
the candidate withdraws his or her application under s. II.S0 
(2) (h). or s. 11.50 (2) (i) applies. No candidate for state office 
at a special election who files a sworn statement and applica­
tion to receive a grant from the Wisconsin election campaign 
fund may make or authorize total disbursements from the 
campaign treasury in any campaign to the extent of more 
than the amount prescribed under sub. (I) for the preceding 
spring or general election for the same office, unless the board 
determines that the candidate is not eligible to receive a grant. 
the candidate withdraws his or her application unde ... I !.SO 
(2) (h). or s. 11.50 (2) (i) applies. 

(2m) VOLUNTARY UMITAnON. Any candidate to whom 
sub. (2) and s. 11.26 (10) do not apply may file an affidavit 
with his or her filing officer affirming that he or she has 
adhered and will adhere to the limitations imposed under sub. 
(2) and s. 11.26 during the entire campaign. These limitations 
apply unless the candidate withdraws the affidavit by notify­
ing his or her filing officer in writing no later than the 7th day 
afier the date of the primary in which the person filing the 
affidavit is a candidate. or the 7th day aner the date that the 
primary would be held, if no primary is required. 

(3) GUUERNAIDRtAL CAMPAtONS. For purposes of compli­
ance with the limitations imposed under sub. (2). candidates 
for governor and lieutenant governor of the same political 
party who both accept grants from the Wisconsin election 
campaign fund may agree to combine disbursement levels 
under sub. (I) (a) and (b) and reallocate the total level 
between them. The candidates shaUeach inform the board of 
any such agreement. 

(3m) UNOPPDSl!D CANDIDA11!S; EXCEPTION. Notwithstand­
ing subs. (I) and (2). if all candidates for state senator or 
representative to the assembly in a legislative district who are 
certified under s. 7.08 (2) (a) to appear on the September 
primary ballot of all parties recognized unders. 5.62(I)(b) or 
(2) have no opponent who is certified to appear on the same 
primary ballot. or if no primary is required for all candidates 
of parties recognized under s. 5.62 (I) (b) or (2) for state 
senator or representative to the assembly in a legislative 
district who are certified under s. 8.50 (I) (d) to appear on a 
special partisan election ballot. then the separate limitation 
specified in sub. (I) for disbursements during the primary and 
election period does not apply to candidates for that office in 
that primary and election, and the candidates are bound only 
by the total limitations specified for the primary and election. 

(4) ALLOCATION. Except as provided in sub. (3m). when­
ever a separate disbursement level is specified for a primary 
and election under sub. (I). a candidate who disburses less 
than the authorized level in the primary may not reallocate 
the balance to increase the level in the election. Whenever a 
separate disbursement level is not specified for a primary and 
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election under sub. (I). a candidate may allocate disburse· 
ments between the primary and election campaign within the 
total level or disbursements specified in sub. (I) in any 
proportion desired. and may carry over unexpended contri­
butions from a primary campaign to an election campaign. 

(5) SePARATION OF PERIODS. A disbursement is made for the 
purposes of the election under this section when a person or 
comminee contracts for goods to be delivered or services to 
be performed aner the date or the primary. regardless or the 
time at which the contract is entered into by the contracting 
person or committee. 

(6) EXCLUSIONS. In computing the limitations under this 
section an individual or campaign treasurer may exclude any 
contributions returned to the contributor; any loan repay­
ments made; any inaugural expenses paid rrom the campaign 
depository account under s. 11.25 (2) (b); any expenses 
incurred as a result of a recount: all federal. state or local 
taxes paid; any reimbursement made to a candidate for the 
candidate's travel expenses; the gross receipts from the sale at 
an auction of any materials contributed to a candidate and 
reported by the candidate as a disbursement at the time the 
contribution is made; all refunds or deposits paid; and the 
cost of facilities rental, entertainment expense, food and 
beverages (including the preparation and service thereof if 
contracted to an outside agency), if utilized for a meal. sale. 
rally or similar fund raising effort or program which is 
intended ror political purposes. Any such exclusion claimed 
shall be reported to the appropriate filing officer in such form 
as the board may require. 

(7) CAMPAION DEFINEO. (a) For purposes orthis seClion. the 
"campaign" or a candidate extends rrom July I preceding the 
date on which the spring primary or election occurs or 
January I preceding the date on which the September pri· 
mary or general election occurs for the office which the 
candidate seeks. or from the date of the candidate's public 
announcement. whichever is earlier. through Ihe last day or 
the month following the month in which the election or 
primary is held. 

(b) Disbursements which are made before a campaign 
period for goods to be delivered or services to be rendered in 
connection with the campaign are charged against the dis· 
bursement limitation for that campaign. 

(c) Disbursements which are made after a campaign to 
retire a debt incurred in relation to a campaign are charged 
against the disbursement limitation for that campaign. 

(d) Disbursements which are made outside a campaign 
period and to which par. (b) or (c) does not apply are not 
subject to any disbursement limitation. Such disbursements 
are subject to s. 11.25 (2). 

(8) CEIlTAIN CONTRmtrrlONS EXCLUDED. The limitations 
imposed under this section do not apply to a gin or anything 
of value constituting a contribution made directly to a 
registrant by another, but the limitations shall apply to such 
gift when it is received and accepted by the recipient or if 
received in the form of money, when disbursed. 

(10) SURPLUSMA.TERIA.LS EXCLUDED. Disbursements consti· 
tuting surplus materials acquired in connection with a previ. 
ous campaign of a candidate are not subject to limitation by 
this section, if the materials were previously reported as a 
disbursement by that candidate. 

History: 1973 t. 334; 1975 t. 93 u. 97 to 102, 119 (I). (2); 1975 t. 199.422; 
19n t. 107. 187. 272. 449; 1979 t. 263. 328: 1981 t. 314; 1983 a. 51; 1985 L 182 
s. 57; 1985 a. 303; 1985 a. 332 s.2S! (I); 1987a. 370; 1989a. 192. 

11.32 Compensation lor political advertisements. (1) No 
owner, agent or employe of any communications medium 
may solicit, receive or accept any payment. promise or 
compensation. nor may any person pay, promise to payor 
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compensate such person, for the purpose of influencing 
voting at any election through any broadcast or printed 
mailer unless designated as a paid advertisement under s. 
11.30. 

(2) No person publishing a newspaper or periodical or 
operating a radio or television station may receive rates for 
publishing or broadcasting advertising for political purposes 
in excess of the rate regularly charged for commercial adver­
tising of a similar character and classification. No person, 
committee or group placing such advertising may pay any 
rate or charge in excess or the regularly charged rate. 

Hiliof)': 1973 c. 334. 

11.33 Use 01 government malerlals by candldat.s. (1) (a) 
No person elected 10 stale or local office who becomes a 
candidate for national. state or local office may use public 
funds for the cost of materials or distribution for SO or more 
pieces or substantially identical material distributed arter: 

I. tn the case of a candidate who is nominated by nomina· 
tion papers. the first day authorized by law ror circulation or 
nomination papers as a candidate. 

2. tn the case ofa candidate who is nominated at a primary 
election by write-in votes. the day the board or canvassers 
issues its detennination that the person is nominated. 

3. In the case ofa candidate who is nominated at a caucus, 
the date or the caucus. 

4. In the case or any other candidate who is nominated 
solely by filing a declaration or candidacy. the first day orthe 
month preceding the month which includes the last day ror 
filing the declaration. 

(b) This subsection applies until aner the date or the 
election or arter Ihe dale or the primary election irthe person 
appears as a candidate on a primary election ballot and is not 
nominated at the primary election. 

(2) This seclion does not apply to use or public runds ror 
the costs or the rollowing. when not done ror a political 
purpose: 

(a) Answers to communications of constituents. 
(c) Actions taken by a state or local government adminis· 

trative officer pursuant to a specific law. ordinance or rcsolu· 
tion which authorizes or directs the actions to be taken. 

(d) Communications not exceeding SOO pieces by members 
of the legislature relating solely to the subject mailer of a 
special session or extraordinary session, made during the 
period between the date thaI the session is called or scheduled 
and 14 days arter adjournment or Ihe session. 

(3) Except as provided in sub. (2). it is not a derense to a 
violation of sub. (1) that a person was not acting with a 
political purpose. This subsection applies irrespective or the 
distributor's intentions as to political office. the content of 
the materials, the manner of distribution, the pattern and 
frequency of distribution and the value of the distributed 
materials. 

Hillory: 1973 t. 334; 1975 t. 369; 1979 t. 328; 1983 a. 27; 1985 A. 303.332; 
1987 a. 370. 

ThillC'C;tion .ppI~1 to penonl e~ to stale off," who art ItC'kinl r«~. 
lion or election to a different offlt"e and 10 lhe use o(publk (undl (or politital 
purpoRI. 69 Atty. Gen. 259. 

11.34 Solicitation 01 eontrlbutlons Irom candldales reo 
strlcted. (1) No person may demand. solicit. take. invite or 
receive rrom a candidate any girt or any thing or value ror a 
religious, charitable or fraternal cause or for any organiza· 
tion other than a political committee or group. No candidate 
may make, intimate or promise such a gin. 

(2) This section does not apply to payment or a regular 
subscription or contribution by a person to an organization 
of which the person is a member or to which the person may 
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have been a regular contributor prior to the person's candi· 
dacy or to ordinary contributions at a regular church service. 

H ... CMy. 1973 c. 3)"; 1985 L 303; 1991 a. 316. 

11.36 Polltleol oollellatlon Involving public olllel.lo ond 
employ •• r ••• rlded. (1) No person may solicit or receive 
from any state officcr or employe any contribution or service 
for any political purpose while the officer or employe is on 
stale lime or is engaged in his or her official duties. except that 
an elected state official may solicit and receive services not 
constituting a contribution from a state officer or employe 
with respect to a referendum only. Agreement to perform 
services authorized under this subsection may not be a 
condition of employment for any state officer or employe. 

(2) No person may solicit or receive from any officer or 
employe of a political subdivision of this state any contribu­
lion or service for any polilical purpose during established 
hours of employment or while the officer or employe is 
engaged in his or her official duties. 

(3) Every person who has charge or conlrol in a building. 
offICe or room occupied for any purpose by Ihis slale or any 
polilical subdivision Ihereof shall prohibit Ihe enlry of any 
person into that building, office or room for the purpose of 
making or receiving a contribution. 

(4) No person may enter or remain in any building, office 
or room occupied for any purpose by the state or any political 
subdivision thereof or send or direct a letter or other notice 
thereto for the purpose of requesting or collecting a 
contribution. 

(5) In this section, "political purpose" includes an act done 
for the purpose of innuencing the election or nomination for 
election of a person to national office, and "contribution" 
includes an act done for that purpose. 

(6) This section does not apply to response by a legal 
custodian or subordinate of the custodian to a request to 
locale. reproduce or inspecl a record under s. 19.3S. if Ihe 
request is processed in the same manner as the custodian or 
subordinate responds to other requests to locate, reproduce 
or inspect a record under s. 19.3S. 

H ... orr- 1973 c:. 334; 1979 c:. 328. 3"; 1985 a. 303; 1917 a. 370. 

11.37 Travel by public ollleers. (1) No person may use any 
vehicle or aircrafl owned by Ihe slale or by any local 
governmental unit for any trip which is exclusively for the 
purposes of campaigning in support of or in opposition to 
any candidate for national, state or local office, unless use of 
the vehicle or aircraft is required for purposes of security 
prolcclion provided by Ihe state or local governmental unit. 

(2) No person may use any vehicle or aircraft owned by the 
state or by any local governmental unit for purposes which 
include campaigning in support of or in opposition to any 
candidate for national, state or local office. unless the person 
pays to the state or local governmental unit a fee which is 
comparable to the commercial market rate for the use of a 
similar vehicle or aircrafl and for any services provided by Ihe 
state or local governmental unit to operate the vehicle or 
aircraft. If a trip is made in part for a public purpose and in 
part for Ihe purpose of campaigning. Ihe person shall pay for 
the ponion of the trip attributable to campaigning. but in no 
case Ie .. than S(1'10 of the cost of the Irip. The porlion of Ihe 
trip attributable to campaigning shall be determined by 
dividing the number of appearances made for campaign 
purposes by Ihelotal number of appearances. Fccs payable 10 
Ihe slale shall be prescribed by Ihe secrelary of administralion 
and shall be deposited in the accounl under s. 20.8SS (6) (h). 
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Fccs payable to a local governmental unit shall be prescribed 
by Ihe governing body of Ihe governmenlal unit 

HII1Ory: 1973 c:. 334; 1979 c. 221. 321.355; 1913 L 27 L 2202 (51); 1985 a. 
303. 

11.38 Contribution. and dlaburaamant. by corporation. 
and cooperatlv ••• (1) (a) I. No foreign or domestic corpora­
tion. or association organized under ch. 18S. may make any 
contribution or disbursement, directly or indirectly, either 
independenUy or Ihrough any polilical pany. commiltcc. 
group. candidale or individual for any purpose olher Ihan 10 
promote or defeat a referendum. 

2. NOlwilhstanding subd. I. any such corporalion or 
association may establish and administer a separate scgI"C­
gated fund and solicit contributions from individuals to the 
fund 10 be utilized by such corporalion or association. for Ihe 
purpose of supporting or opposing any candidate for state or 
local office but the corporation or association may not make 
any conlribulion 10 Ihe fund. The fund shall appoinl a 
treasurer and shall register as a political committee under s. 
11.0S. A parent corporation or association engaging solely in 
Ihis aClivily is nol subjccllo regislrslion under s. I LOS. bUI 
shall register and file special reports on forms prescribed by 
the board disclosing its administrative and solicitation ex­
penses on behalf of such fund. A corporation not domiciled in 
this state need report only its expenses for administration and 
solicitation of contributions in this state together with a 
statement indicating where infonnation concerning other 
administration and solicitation expenses of its fund may be 
oblaincd. The reports shall be filed with the filing officer for 
the fund specified in s. 11.02 in the manner in which continu­
ing repons are filed under s. 11.20 (4) and (8). 

3. No corporation or association specified in subd. 1 may 
expend more Ihan a combined tOlal of $SOO annually for 
solicitation of contributions to a fund established under subd. 
2 or to a conduit. 

(b) No political pany. commillcc. group. candidate or 
individual may accept any contribution or disbursement 
made to or on behalf of such individual or entity which is 
prohibited by this section. 

(2) <a) This section docs nol affect the ,right of any 
individual to suppon candidates and purposes of Ihe individ· 
ual's own choosing or the individual's right to subscribe to a 
regularly published organizalion newspaper. 

(b) This section does nol prohibil the publication of 
periodicals by a corporation or a cooperative in the regular 
course of its affairs which advise the members, shareholders 
or subscribers of the disadvantages or advantages to their 
interests of the election to office of persons espousing certain 
measures, without reporting such activity. 

(c) This section does not apply 10 any labor organization 
which is incorporaled under ch. 181 priorto January I. 1978. 

(3) A violation oflhis seclion by an officer or employe ofa 
corporation is prima facie evidence of a violation by the 
corporation. 

(4) Any corporalion which violales Ihis section shall forfeil 
double Ihe amounl of any penahy assessed under s. 11.60 (3). 

(S) An action against a corporation pursuant to a violation 
of this section may be brought either in the circuit court for 
the county in which the registered office or principal place of 
business of the corporation is located. or in the circuit court 
for the county in which the violation is alleged to have 
occurred. The proceedings may be broughl by Ihe districi 
attorney of either such counly, by the attorney general or by 
the board. 

(6) Any individual or campaign treasurer who receives 
funds in violation of this section shall promptly return such 
funds 10 Ihe contributor or donale Ihe funds 10 the common 
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school fund or a charitable organization, at the treasurer's 
option. 

(7) This section may not be construed to authorize any 
national bank or any corporation organized by authority of 
any law of congress to make a contribution or expenditure as 
defined by federal law in connection with any election to state 
or local office which is prohibited by federal law. 

(8) (a) A corporation or association organized under ch. 
18S which accepts contributions or makes disbursements for 
the purpose of innuencing the outcome of a referendum is a 
political group and shall comply with s. 11.23 and other 
applicable provisions of this chapter. 

(b) Except as authorized in s. 11.05 ( 12) (b) and (13). prior 
to making any disbursement on behalf of a political group 
which is promoting or opposing a particular VOle at a 
referendum and prior to accepting any contribution or mak~ 
iog any disbursement to promote or oppose a particular vote 
at a referendum. a corporation or association organized 
under ch. 185 shall register with the appropriate filing officer 
specified in s. 11.02 and appoint a treasurer. The registration 
form of the corporation or association under s. 11.05 shall 
designate an account separate from all other corporation or 
association accounts as a campaign depository account. 
through which all moneys received or expended for the 
adoption or rejection of the referendum shall pass. The 
corporation or association shall file periodic reports under s. 
11.20 providing the information required under s. 11.06 (I). 

(c) Expenditures by a corporation or association to estab­
lish and administer a campaign depository account of a 
political group need not be made through the depository 
account and need not be reported. 

H .. ory: 1973 c. 334; 1975 c. 93; 1977 c. "27; 1979 c. 328; 1985 L 303 a. 
71,72,86; 1987 L 370; 1991 L 316. 

Individual illegally furnilhina funds from a corporate acc:ount may tIC con­
victed unda 11.2" (1). Slate Y. Dmlcc, 88 W (ld) 60, 216 NW (ld) 32.4 (Ct. 
App. t979). 

This ItCtion', prohibition apinst corporak pllitkal contributions and dis­
bUrst~Ls is broad and probably would bar. in most cases, purchasn of ad­
wrtisin& by a corporation in • political pany publication. 6S Atty. Gm. 10. 

S« nOle to ArL I, sec. 3, cilin, 68 Any. Gen. 64. 

11.40 Special privileges Irom publle u"""e'. (1) In this 
section: 

(a) "Public utility" means any corporation, company. 
individual or association which furnishes products or services 
to the public. and which is regulated under ch. 195 or 196. 
including but not limited to, railroads. telecommunications 
or telegraph companies and any company furnishing or 
producing heat. light. power or water. 

(b) "Special privilege" or .... privilege .. means any thing of 
value not available to the general public. The term does not 
include compensation or fringe benefits provided as a result 
of employment by a public utility to regular employes or 
pensioners who are not compensated specifically for services 
performed for a political purpose. and not in excess of that 
provided to other regular employes or pensioners of like 
status. 

(2) No public utility or anyone connected therewith may 
offer or give any special privilege to any candidate for public 
offICe or any committee or its members or employes. or any 
individual under s. 11.06 (7). or to any 3rd party at the request 
of or for the advantage of any of them. 

(3) No candidate for public office or any committee or 
member or employe thereof or any individual under s. 11.06 
(7) may ask for or accept any special privilege from any public 
utility. 

(4) This section does not apply to notaries public or to 
regular public utility employes or pensioners who are candi­
dates for or hold public offices for which the annual compen­
sation is not more than $300 so long as the privilege does not 
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exceed those extended to other regular employes or pension­
ers of the utility. 

Hktory: 1973 t. 3)4; 1975 t. 93; 1977 t. 29 •. 1656 (41l: 1979 Co 128; 1985 
a. 297 •. 76. 

11.50 Wiscon.ln election campaign lund. (1) DEFINITIONS. 

For the purposes of this section: 
(a) "Eligible candidate" means: 
1. With respect to a spring or general election. any individ­

ual who is certified under s. 7.08 (2) (a) as a candidate in the 
spring election for jwtice or state superintendent, or an 
individual who receives at least 6% of the vote cast ror all 
candidates on all ballots for any state office. except district 
attorney. for which the individual is a candidate at the 
September primary and who is certified under s. 7.08 (2)(a) as 
a candidate for that office in the general election. or an 
individual who has been lawfully appointed and certified to 
replace either such individual on the ballot at the spring or 
general election; and who has qualified for a grant under sub. 
(2). 

2. With respect to a special election. an individual who is 
certified under s. 8.50 (I) (d) as a candidate in a special 
election for state superintendent, or an individual who is 
certified under s. 8.50 (I) (d) as a candidate in a special 
election for any state office, except district attorney. on the 
ballot or column of a party whose candidate for the same 
office at the preceding general election received at least 6% of 
the vote cast for all candidates on all ballots for the office. or 
an individual who has been lawfully appointed and certified 
to replace either such individual on the ballot at a special 
election, or an individual who receives at least 6% of the vote 
cast for all candidates on all ballots for any state office. except 
district attorney. at a partisan special election; and who 
qualifies for a grant under sub. (2). Where the boundaries ofa 
district in which an individual secks office have been changed 
since the preceding general election such that it is not possible 
to calculate the exact number of votes that are needed by that 
individual to qualify as an eligible candidate prior to an 
election under this subdivision. the number of votes cast for 
all candidates for the office at the preceding general election 
in each ward. combination of wards or municipality which is 
wholly contained within the boundaries of the newly formed 
district shall be calculated. If the candidate of the political 
party on whose ballot or column the individual appears in the 
newly formed district obtained at least 6% of the number of 
votes calculated. the individual is deemed to qualify as an 
eligible candidate prior to the election under this subdivision. 

(b) "Fund" means the Wisconsin election campaign fund. 
(c) "Grant" means a contribution received from the fund. 
(d) "Printing services" means printing. imprinting, litho-

graphing. photolithographing. rotogravure. gravure. letter­
press. mimeographing. stenciling, photostating. multilithing, 
multigraphing. steel die engraving, silkscreening or by any 
other means reproducing or manufacturing political adver­
tisements or campaign devices of any kind, including but not 
limited to campaign literature. billboard advertising. special 
clolhing. bUllons, pens, stickers. banners and streamers. in 
support of or in opposition to any candidate. political party 
or referendum. whether or not a charge is assessed for the 
materials or services. excepl materials or services provided by 
a candidate or individual, committee or group subject to a 
filing requirement under Ihis chapter. 

(2) PARTICIPATION; APPUCATION. (a) Any individual who 
desires to qualify as an eligible candidate may liIe an applica­
tion with the board requesting approval to participate in the 
fund. The application shall be filed no later than the applica­
ble deadline for filing nomination papers under s. 8.10 (2) (a). 
8.15 (1).8.20 (8) (a) or 8.50 (3)(a). no laterthan 4:30 p.m. on 
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the 7th day aner the primary or date on which the primary 
would be held if required in the case ofwrite--in candidates. or 
no later than 4:30 p.m. on the 71h day aOer appoinlmenl in 
the case of candidates appointed to fill vacancies. The appli­
cation shall contain a sworn statement that the candidate and 
his or her authorized agenls have complied wilh Ihe conlribu­
tion limitations prescribed in s. 11.26 and the disbursement 
limitations prescribed under s. 11.31 at all times to which such 
limitations have applied to his or her candidacy and will 
conlinue to comply wilh Ihelimilalions al all limes to which 
Ihe limitations apply to his or her candidacy ror the office in 
contest. unless the board determines that the candidate is not 
eligible to receive a grant. Ihe candidale wilhdraws his or her 
application under par. (h). or par. (i) applies. 

(b) The board shall approve Ihe applicalion or an eligible 
candidate ror panicipalion ir: 

1. The applicalion is timely; 
2. The candidale is cerlified unders. 7.08 (2)(a) or 8.50 (I) 

(d) 10 appear upon Ihe spring or generaleleclion or a special 
election ballot; 

3. The candidate has an opponent who is certified for 
placement on the election ballot as a candidate for the same 
offace; 

4. The financial reports filed by or on behalr or the 
candidate as or Ihe date or Ihe spring or September primary. 
or the date that the special primary is or would be held. ir 
required. indicate that his or her statement filed with the 
application under par. (a) is true; and 

S. The financial reports filed by or on behalr or Ihe 
candidate as of the date of the spring or September primary. 
or the date that the special primary is or would be held. if 
required. indicalethalthe candidale has received alleastthe 
amount provided in this subdivision. from contributions of 
money. other than loans. made by individuals. which have 
been received during Ihe period ending on Ihe dale or the 
spring primary and July I preceding such dale in Ihe case or 
candidates at the spring election, or the date of the September 
primary and January 1 preceding such date in the case of 
candidates at the general election, or the date that a special 
primary will or would be held. ir required. and 90 days 
preceding such date or the date a special election is ordered. 
whichever is earlier, in the case of special election candidates. 
which conlributions are in Ihe aggregate amount orSIOO or 
less. and which are fully identified and itemized as to the exact 
source thereof. A contribution received from a conduit which 
is identilied by the conduil as originaling rrom an individual 
shall be considered a contribution made by the individual. 
Only the first S 100 of an aggregate contribution of more than 
SIOO may be counled toward Ihe required percentage. For a 
candidate at the spring or general election for an office 
idenlified in s. 11.26 (I) (a) or a candidale al a specialeleclion. 
the required amount to qualify for a grant is S% of the 
candidate's authorized disbursement limitation under s. 
11.31. For any other candidate at the general election. the 
required amount to qualify for a grant is 1()'Yu of the candi­
date's authorized disbursement limitation under s. 11.31. 

(c) Ir a candidate has not filed financial reports as or the 
dale or Ihe spring primary. Seplember primary. special pri­
mary. or date that the special primary would be held. ir 
required. which indicate that he or she has met the qualifica­
tion under par. (b) S. the candidale may file a special report 
with the board. Such reporl shall be filed nol laler Ihan Ihe 
71h day afier the primary. or 7th day afier Ihe dale Ihe 
primary would be held. ir required. and shall include such 
supplementary information as to sources of contributions 
which may be necessary 10 complele Ihe candidale's qualifi­
calion. The special repon shall cover Ihe period rrom Ihe day 
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after the last date covered on the candidate's most recent 
report. or from the date on which the fint contribution was 
received or the first disbursement was made, whichever is 
earlier, if the candidate has not previously filed a report, to 
Ihe dale or such repon. All inronnation included on Ihe 
special repon shall also be included in the candidate's nexl 
report under s. 11.20. 

(d) For purposes or qualificalion under par. (b) 4 and S. the 
financial reports of a former candidate arc considered to be 
same as ir filed by the candidale who is lawfully appointed to 
replace such candidate whenever a vacancy aOer nomination 
occurs. 

(e) Whenever a candidate who files nomination papers is 
unopposed on the deadline ror filing such papers bUI is laler 
opposed by a write-in candidale who qualifies ror ballot 
placement. the application deadline under par. (a) is the same 
for the candidate who files nomination papers as for his or 
her opponent. 

(I) The board shall inrorm each candidale in writing orthe 
approval or disapproval of the candidate's application, as 
promptly as possible afier the dale or Ihe spring primary. 
Seplember primary. special primary. or dale that the primary 
would be held, if required. With respect to a candidate at a 
special election who applies for a postelection grant under 
sub. (I) (a) 2. the board shall inronn Ihe candidate in writing 
of the conditional approval or disapproval of the candidate's 
application at the same time. 

(g) A candidate who voluntarily files an applicalion to 
receive a grant in accordance with this subsection accepts and 
agrees to comply with the contribution limitations prescribed 
in 5. 11.26 and the disbursement limitations imposed under s. 
11.31 as binding upon himselr or herselrand his or her agents 
during the campaign as defined in s. 11.31 (7). as a precondi­
tion to receipt of a grant under this section. unless the board 
determines that the candidate is not eligible to receive a grant, 
the candidate withdraws the application under par. (h). or 
par. (i) applies. 

(h) An eligible candidale who files an application under 
par. (a) may file a written withdrawal of the application. A 
withdrawal or an application may be filed wilh the board no 
laler Ihan the 7th day afier Ihe day orthe primary in which the 
person wilhdrawing the applicalion is a candidate or the 7th 
day aOer Ihe dale thaI the primary would be held. ir required. 
If an application is withdrawn in accordance with this para­
graph. the person wilhdrawing the applicalion is no longer 
bound by the Slalemenl filed under par. (a) arter the dale or 
the withdrawal. 

(i) NOlwithstanding par. (g). ir an eligible candidale at the 
spring election or a special nonpartisan election who accepts 
a grant is opposed by one or more candidates in the election, 
or if an eligible candidate at the general election or a special 
panisan election who accepts a grant is opposed by one or 
more candidates in the election who receive at least 6% of the 
vole cast ror all candidates ror Ihe same office on all ballots al 
the September primary or a special partisan primary if a 
primary was held. and in either case ir any such opponent or 
the eligible candidate does not accept a grant under this 
section in whole or in part. the eligible candidate is not bound 
by Ihe pledge made in his or her application 10 adhere to Ihe 
conlribution limilations prescribed in s. 11.26 and Ihe dis­
bursement limitation prescribed under s. 11.31. unless each 
such opponent files an affidavit of voluntary compliance 
under s. 11.31 (2m). 

(3) NONPARTISAN CANDIDATES. (a) Annually on August IS. 
all moneys appropriated 10 Ihe rund shall be apponioned as 
rollows by Ihe stale lreasurer: 
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I. Ifan election for statc superintendent is scheduled in the 
following year. 8% oflhe fund shall be placed in a superinlen­
dency account. From this account, an equal amount shall be 
disbursed 10 Ihe campaign depository accounl of each eligible 
candidate by the state treasurer. 

2. If an eleclion for justice is scheduled in Ihe following 
year. 8% of Ihe fund shall be placed in a supreme courl 
account. From this account. an equal amount shall be 
disbursed 10 Ihe campaign deposilory accounl of each eligible 
candidale by Ihe stale Ireasurer. 

3. The balance shall be apportioned under sub. (4). 
(b) .ra vacancy occurs in the office of state superintendent 

or justice aner August I S in any year and an election is 
scheduled 10 fill the vacancy al Ihe spring eleclion in Ihe 
following year. the state treasurer shall transfer an amount 
not exceeding 8o/uofthe moneys transferred to the fund on the 
preceding August IS 10 Ihe accounl forthe office in which Ihe 
vacancy occurs, such moneys to be drawn from any account 
wilhin Ihe accounts crealed under sub. (4) in Ihe amounl or 
amoun\S specified by Ihe board. 

(4) PARTISAN AND SPECIAL ELECTION CANDIDA YES. Ancr 
apportionment under sub. (3), the remaining moneys shall 
constitute the partisan campaign account. 

(a) In Ihe partisan campaign accounl. 2S% of Ihe moneys 
shall be apportioned into an executive campaign account and 
7SO/u of the moneys shall be apportioned into a legislative and 
special election campaign account. 

(b) The execulive campaign account shall be divided inlo 
accounts for each executive office as provided in this para­
graph. The apportionment of moneys in the executive cam­
paign accounl shall be made as follows: 

I. Sixly-seven percenllo be apportioned belween all eligi­
ble candidates for governor. 

2. Eighl percenl 10 be apportioned belween all eligible 
candidates for lieutenant governor. 

3. Sevenleen percenllo be apporlioned belween all eligible 
candidates for attorney general. 

4. Four percenl 10 be apporlioned belween all eligible 
candidates for state treasurer. 

S. Four percenl to be apportioned belween all eligible 
candidates for secretary of state. 

(c) The legislalive and special eleclion campaign accounl 
shall be divided into a senate campaign account to receive 
2SOlu of the moneys. and an assembly campaign account to 
receive 75% of the moneys. Each account shall then be 
apporlioned between all eligible candidales for Ihe same 
office in the entire state. No apportionment shall be made by 
legislative district. 

(em) Each eligible candidale for Ihe same office al a special 
election shall receive an equal amount. which amount shall be 
equivalent to the maximum grant which was payable to any 
candidate for that office at the most recent spring or general 
election. The amount shall be drawn from the senate cam­
paign account and the assembly campaign account in the 
same proportions as the balance in each account bears to the 
total balance in both accounts at the time that payments are 
made. Whenever there are insufficient moneys in the senate 
campaign account and the assembly campaign account to 
make Ihe paymenls required by Ihis paragraph. payments 
shall be appropriately reduced or disconlinued by Ihe board. 

(d) Wilhin Ihe accounts eslablished under Ihis subseclion 
for each office at each general election. the entire amount of 
all available moneys shall be apportioned equally to all 
eligible candidales. 

(5) TIME OF DISBURSEMENT. The slale lreasurer shall make 
the disbursements to the campaign depository account of 
each eligible candidale under subs. (3) and (4) by Ihe end of 
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lhe 3rd business day following nolice from lhe board under s. 
7.08 (2) (c) or (em). Eligible candidales for governor and 
lieutenant governor of the same political party may combine 
accounts if desired. 

(6) EXCESS MONEYS. If Ihe amounts which are 10 be appor­
lioned to each eligible candidale under subs. (3) and (4) are 
more than the amount which a candidate may accept \D1der 
sub. (9). or more Ihan Ihe amounl which a candidale elects 10 
accepl under sub. (10). Ihe excess moneys shall be relained in 
the fund. 

m UTlLIZAnON. Granls dislribuled under Ihis seclion may 
be utilized only for deposit in a campaign depository account 
under s. 11.10. Grants may be expended only for one or more 
of Ihe following: 

(a) Purchase of sclViccs from a communications medium. 
(b) Prinling. graphic arts or adverlising services. 
(c) Office supplies. 
(d) Poslage. 
(8) LAPSING GRANt'S. All grants disbuned under sub. (S) 

remain Ihe property of lhe slale unlil disbursed or encum­
bered for a lawful purpose. All granl moneys Ihal are unspenl 
and unencumbered by a candidale on Ihe day after Ihe 
election in which the candidate participates shall revert to the 
slale. All deposits and refunds derived from grant moneys 
Ihal are received by a candidale al any lime after Ihe day of 
the election in which the candidate participates shall revert to 
the slale. All reversions shall be relurned to Ihe board by Ihe 
candidale and shall be deposiled in Ihe fund. 

(9) LIMIT A nON ON GRANt'S. The lolal granl available 10 an 
eligible candidale may nol exceed Ihal amounl which. when 
added 10 all olher conlributions 30CCpICd from sources olher 
lhan individuals, polilical party commillCcs and legislative 
campaign committees, is equal to 4S% of the disbursement 
level specified for lhe applicable office under s. 11.31. The 
board shall scrulinize accounts and reports and records kepI 
under this chapter to assure that applicable limitations under 
55. 11.26 (9) and 11.31 are not exceeded and any violation is 
reported. No candidate or campaign treasurer may accept 
grants exceeding the amount authorized by this subsection. 

(10) VOLUNTARY LIMITAnON. Any eligible candidale may 
by written request limit his or her participation in the fund to 
a lesser amounl Ihan Ihal aUlhorized under sub. (9). 

(10m) RETtJRN OF GRANt'S. An individual who receives a 
grant prior to an election in which he or she is a candidate and 
who desires to return any portion of the grant shall return 
thaI portion no laler Ihan Ihe 2nd Tuesday in October 
preceding a general eleclion. Ihe 41h Tuesday preceding a 
spring election or the 3rd Tuesday preceding a special elec­
lion. A candidale ""0 relurns all or any portion of a granl 
under this subsection remains bound by the candidate's 
Slalemenl filed under sub. (2) (a). 

(11) USE RESTRIC11!D. (a) No granl may be ulilized in any 
primary. 

(b) No person may expend. aUlhorize Ihe expendilure of or 
incur any obligation 10 expend a granl for any purpose Olher 
Ihan 10 advance Ihe candidacy by lawful means oflhe specific 
candidale or candidates who qualify for Ihe granl. 

(c) No person may expend. aUlhorize Ihe expendilure of or 
incur any obligation to expend a grant except for a purpose 
aUlhorized by sub. (7). 

(d) No person may expend. aUlhorize Ihe expendilure of or 
incur any obligation to expend a grant or other contribution 
after the date or any election where the moneys contained in 
such contribUlion are relurnable 10 the slale under sub. (8). 

(e) No candidale may expend. aUlhorize Ihe expendilure of 
or incur any obligalion 10 expend any gran I if he or she 
violales Ihe pledge required under sub. (2) <a) as a precondi-
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tion to receipt or a grant. except as authorized in sub. (2) (h) 
or (i). 

(I) No person may prepare or transmit to a registrant 
under this chapter or to the board any evidence which 
purports to demonstrate the amount or purpose for which a 
grant has been used if such evidence specifies an amount or 
purpose for which a payment is received other than the true 
amount or purpose. 

(g) Ir any person violates pars. (a) to (f). such person shall 
be liable to the state in a civil action brought by the board ror 
conversion, for treble the amount of the moneys wrongfully 
expended. and in addition is subject to penalties as provided 
in ss. 11.60 and 11.61. 

(12) PROOPOP PAYMENT. No later than the next due date ror 
continuing reports under s. 11.20 (4) which occurs at least 30 
days ancr an election in which a candidate receives a grant. or 
no later than 30 days aner each special election in which a 
candidate receives a grant. whichever is earlier. the candidate 
or his or her campaign treasurer shall deliver or transmit to 
the board by 1st class mail. sufficient proor orpayment ror all 
disbursements made from grants distributed under this sec· 
tion. This subsection does not restrict the authority of the 
board to audit records under ss. S.OS (2) and 13.94 (I)(k). 

(13) DoNA noNS TO FUND. Any committee or other person 
may make an unrestricted contribution to the rund by gin. 
bequest or devise. 

HIUorr- 1917 Co 107. 2n 1919 c:. 328; 1983 •. $1: 1983 •. 44 s. 174; 198$ 
.. 303 a. 73 to 79, 86; 1987 a. 370, 391. "03; 1989 .. 31; 1989 .. 192 s. 75. 

ThilleClton'I1imita on primary ~l«lion campaian "ptndilurn arc c:onlli. 
IUlional. 67 AUy. Om. 321. 

11.60 Civil penallle •• (1) Any person. including any com­
mittee or group, who violates this chapter may be required to 
forfeit not more than S500 for each violation. 

(2) In addition to the penalty under sub. (I). any person. 
including any committee or group. who is delinquent in filing 
a report required by this chapter may be required to rorreit 
not more than SSO or one percent or the annual salary or the 
office ror which the candidate is being supported or opposed. 
whichever is greater, for each day of delinquency. 

(3) Notwithstanding sub. (I). any person. including any 
committee or group, who makes any contribution in viola· 
lion of this chapter may be required to forfeit treble the 
amount of the contribution or portion thereof which is 
illegally contributed. 

(4) Actions under this section arising out of an election for 
state office or a statewide referendum may be brought by the 
board or by the district attorney or the county where the 
violation is alleged to have occurred. except as specified in s. 
11.38. Actions under this section arising out of an election for 
local office or local rererendum may be brought by the district 
attorney of the county where the violation is alleged to have 
occurred. If a violation concerns a district attorney or circuit 
judge or candidate for such offices. the action shall be 
brought by the attorney general. Ir a violation concerns the 
attorney general or a candidate for such office, the governor 
may appoint special counsel under s. 14.11 (2) to bring suit in 
behalr or the state. The counsel shall be independent or the 
attorney general and need not be a state employe at the time 
or appointment. 

(5) Any elector may file a verified petition with the board 
or the appropriate district attorney or both where the aUlhor· 
ity is concurrent under sub. (4), requesting that civil aelion 
under this chapter be brought against any person. committee 
or group. The petition shall allege such racts as are within the 
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knowledge or the petitioner to show probable cause that a 
violation of this chapter has occurred. 

Hlltory: 1973 c:. 3304; 1977 c: ..... 9; 1979 c:. 32B; 1985 .. 303. 
Thil is a civil penally lCCtion n'm IhOUlh lOme vioIaliOftJ of it involve 

inlen" Stat~ v. 0Ink~. 88 W (ld) 60.276 NW (ld) 32" (et. App. 1979). 
In rorf~ilure ac:tion .pinst committ.ee. auetl of c:ommitt«. but not or 

mrmbn •• Ire reachable. Elcc:tions Board v. Ward. 105 W (ld) $043.31" NW 
(2d) 120 (19.2). 

11.61 Criminal panalUe.; prosecution. (1) (a) Whoever 
intentionally violates s. I LOS (I). (2). (2g) or (2r). 11.07 (I) or 
(S). 11.10 (I). 11.12 (S). 11.23 (6) or 11.24 (I) may be fined not 
more than SIO.OOO or imprisoned not morc than 3 years or 
both. 

(b) Whoever intentionally violates s. 11.25. 11.26. 11.27 
(1).11.30 (I) or 11.38 where the intentional violation docs not 
involve a specific figure. or where the intentional violation 
concerns a figure which exceeds S 100 in amount or value may 
be fined not more than SIO.OOO or imprisoned not more than 
3 years or both. 

(c) Whoever intentionally violates Bny provision of this 
chapter other than those provided in par. (a) and whoever 
intentionally violates any provision under par. (b) where the 
intentional violation concerns a specific figure which docs not 
exceed Sloo in amount or value may be fined not more than 
SI.OOO or imprisoned not more tban 6 montbs or botb. 

(2) Except as provided in s. 11.38 (5). all prosecutions 
under this section shall be conducted by the district attorney 
or the county where the violation is alleged to have occurred. 
Tfthedistrict attorney refuses to act upon a sworn complaint • 
or fails to act upon such a complaint within 60 days of the 
date on which the complaint is received. the attorney general 
may then conduct the prosecution under this section. If a 
violation concerns a district attorney or circuit judge or 
candidate ror such offices. the prosecution shall be conducted 
by the attorney general. Ir a violation concerns the attorney 
general or a candidate for such office. the governor may 
appoint a special prosecutor under s. 14.11 (2) to conduct the 
prosecution in behalr or the state. The prosecutor shall be 
independent or the attorney general and need not be a state 
employe at the time or appointment. 

(3) (a) Ir a successrul candidate ror public office. other than 
a candidate for the legislature, is adjudged guilty in a criminal 
action or any violation or this chapter under sub. (I) (a) or 
(b). or of any violation or ch. 12 under s. 12.60 (I) (a) 
committed during his or her candidacy. the coun shalt after 
entering judgment enter a supplemental judgment declaring a 
rorreiture orthe candidate's right to office. The supplemental 
judgment shall be transmitted to the officer or agency autho­
rized to issue the certificate of nomination or election to the 
office for which the person convicted is a candidate. If the 
candidate's term has not yet begun. the candidate sball not 
therearter succeed to officc. Irthe candidate's term has begun. 
the office shall become vacant. The office sball then be filled 
in the manner provided by law. 

(b) Ira successrul candidate ror the legislature is adjudged 
guillY in a criminal action of any violation of this chapter 
under sub. (I) (a) or (b). or orany violation orch. 12 under s. 
12.60 (I) (a) committed during his or her candidacy. the court 
shall afier entering judgment certiry its findings to the presid· 
ing officer or the house or the legislature to which the 
candidate was elected. 

lIalory: 1973c:.3].4; 1975 c:. 93 ... 117, 119(1); 1977 c:. 449; 1979c:.328: 
1983 a. ,,8-4; 1985 a. )03. 

Sub. (I) (a) don nOI require start to pnwe lhal ckfmdant had ac:tual 
knowlcdat o(viob.lcd ~turt. StaloC v. Drt'Ike. 88 W (2d) 60. 276 NW (2d) 324 
(eL App. t 979). 

See nOle 10 903.03. cilin, Drtsk~ v. WiL Dqx. of Hc:allb and Soc:. Serv. "83 
F Supp. 783(1980). 
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11.64 Delense lund authortzed. (1) Any candidate or pub­
lic official who is being investigated for, charged with or 
convicted of a criminal violation of this chapter or ch. 12. or 
whose agent is so investigated. charged or convicted. may 
establish a defense fund for expenditures supporting or 
defending the candidate or agent. or any dependent of the 
candidate or agent, while that person is being investigated 
for. or while the person is charged with or convicted of a 
criminal violation of this chapter or ch. 12. 

(2) No person may utilize a contribution received from 8 

contributor to a campaign fund for a purpose for which a 
defense fund is authorized under sub. (I) unless the authori· 
zation of the contributor is obtained. Notwithstanding s. 
11.25 (2) (a). any contributor may authorize the transfer of all 
or part of a contribution from a campaign fund to a defense 
rund. 

HiUOI"J'= 1973 c. 334; 1975 c. 93: 1987 a. 370. 
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11.66 Elector ma, compel compliance. Any elector may 
sue for injunctive relicf to compel compliance with this 
chapter. Before commencing any action concerning a state 
office or statewide referendum, an elector shall file a verified 
complaint with the board alleging such facts as are within his 
or her knowledge to show probable cause to believe that a 
violation has occurred or is proposed to occur. If the board 
fails to commence an action within 10 days of the filing of the 
complaint, the elector may commence an action. Separate 
rrom any other bond which may be required by the court. the 
elector may be required to post a surety bond in an amount 
determined by the court sufficient to cover Ihe actual costs, 
including reasonable attorney's rees. of both parties. If Ihe 
elector's action is not successful, he or she shall pay the costs 
of the action. 

Hillory: 1973 c. 3)4; 1979 c. 328; 1983 a. "84. 

• 

• 

• 
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CHAPTER 12 

PROHIBITED ELECTION PRACTICES 

12.01 
12.02 
12.03 
12.04 
12.0S 
12.07 

Definitlons. 
ConllruC'rion. 
EIecUon day c:ampaipina restricted. 
Communication or political messa.o. 
F.IIC Ilatcmmts .rr«tina candidatn. 
E)e(:tion tnlric:tionl on cmptoycl'l. 

12.01 D.Onlllono. The definilions given under s. 11.01 
apply to this chapler, excepl thai a "candidale" includes 
candidales ror national office. 

HiUcMy. 1973 c. )).4; I91S c. 93; 19n c. 427; 1979 c. 19; 1983 L .cu. 

12.02 Conotruc\lon.ln this chapler. criminal inlenl shall be 
construed in accordance with s. 939.23. 

Hllaory: 19n c. 427. 

12.03 ElecUon da, campaIgnIng restrIcted. (1) No election 
ofTIcial may engage in electioneering on election day. 

(2) No person may engage in electioneering during polling 
hours on election day within 500 feet of an entrance to a 
building conlaining a polling place. 

(3) A municipal clerk. election inspector or law enforce-­
ment officer may remove posters or other advertising which is 
placed in violation or this section. 

(4) In this section, "electioneering" means any activity 
which is intended to innuence voting at an election. 

Ht.t.y: t973 c. 3J.4; 1977 c. ~27; 1979 c. 89; 1983 L ...... 
Violaton may not be deprived or the ri.htlo vote. althou,h penalties may 

roUow. Constitutional iuun discusxd. 61 Any. Gen. 441. 

12.04 Communication of poUtical messages. (1) In this 
section: 

(a) "Election campaign period" means: 
I. In the case or an election for office. the period beginning 

on the first day ror circulation of nomination papers by 
candidates. or Ihe first day on which candidales would 
circulate nomination papers were papers to be required. and 
ending on Ihe day or Ihe eleclion. 

2. In the case of a referendum, the period beginning on the 
day on which the question to be voted upon is submitted to 
Ihe electorale and ending on Ihe day on which Ihe rererendum 
is held. 

(b) "Political message" means a message intended ror a 
political purpose or a message which pertains to an issue or 
public policy or possible concern 10 Ihe eleclorate, bUI does 
not include a message intended solely ror a commercial 
purpose. 

(c) "Residenlial properly" means properly occupied or 
suitable to be occupied for residential purposes and properly 
abutting that property for which the owner or renter is 
responsible for the maintenance or care. Ifproperty is utilized 
for both residential and nonresidential purposes, "residential 
properly" means only Ihe pori ion orlhe properly occupied or 
suitable to be occupied for residential purposes. 

(2) Excepl as provided in s. 12.03 or as reslricled under sub. 
(4), any individual may place a sign containing a political 
message upon residenlial property owned or occupied by thai 
individual during an election campaign period. 

(3) Except as provided in sub. (4). no counlY or municipal­
ity may regulate the size. shape. placement or content of any 
sign containing a political message placed upon residential 
property during an election campaign period. 

I~" 
1~09 
12.11 
1~13 

12.60 

Denial or sowmmcnt kncfill. 
Elc(tion threat&. 
Elcc1ion bri~ry. 
Eb;tion rraud. 
Pmalticl. 

(4) (a) A counly or municipalily may regulale Ihe size, 
shape or placement or any sign ir such regulation is necessary 
10 ensure traffic or pedeslrian sarety. A county or municipal. 
ity may regulale Ihe size. shape or placement or any sign 
having an electrical. mechanical or audio auxiliary. 

(b) In addition 10 regulalion under pat'. (a). a lsi. 2nd or 
3rd class cily may regulale the size. shape or placemenl or a 
sign exceeding II square reet in area. This paragraph does nol 
apply 10 a sign which is affixed to a permanent structure and 
does not extend beyond the perimeter of the structure, if the 
sign docs not obstruct a windOW, door, fire escape. ventila­
lion shart or other area which is required by an applicable 
building code to remain unobstructed. 

(5) (a) The renler or residenlial property may exercise the 
same right as Ihe owner to place a sign upon the property 
under sub. (2) in any area or Ihe property occupied exclu· 
sively by the renter. The terms ofa lease or other agreement 
under which residential property is occupied shall control in 
delermining whelher property is occupied exclusively by a 
renter. 

(b) The owner or residenlial property may exercise Ihe 
right gran led under sub. (2) in any portion orthe property not 
occupied exclusively by a renter. 

(6) This seclion does nol apply to signs prohibiled rrom 
being erected under s. 84.30. 

H.1ory: 1985 L 193. 

12.05 False statemenll _"ecUng candIdate •• No person 
may knowingly make or publish, or cause to be made or 
published, a raise represenlation pertaining to a candidale 
which is intended or tends to affect voting at an election. 

HIo""1" 1973 c. 3M. 
Violation of 12.0S don not constitute deramation ptr Ie. Tatur v. Solsrud. 

167 W (211) 266, 481 NW (2d) 617 (eL App. 1992). 

12.07 ElectIon rearl.llon. on emplo,e ... (1) No person 
may refuse an employe the privilege of time off for voting 
under s. 6.76 or subjecl an employe to a penalty Ihereror. 

(2) No employer may reruse 10 allow an employe 10 serve 
as an election official or make any threats or ofTer any 
inducements of any kind to the employe for the purpose of 
preventing the employe from so serving. 

(3) No employer or agent oran employer may distribule 10 
any employe printed matter containing any threat, notice or 
information that if a particular ticket of a political party or 
organization or candidate is elected or any referendum ques­
tion is adopted or rejected. work in the employer's place or 
establishment will cease, in whole or in part. or the place or 
eslablishment will be closed. or Ihe salaries or wages or the 
employes will be reduced. or other Ihreats intended to innu· 
ence the political opinions or actions of the employes . 

(4) No person may. direclly or indirectly, cause any person 
to make a contribution or provide any service or other thing 
orvalue 10 or ror Ihe benefil ora candidale. polilical party or 
registranl under s. II.OS, with Ihe purpose or innuencing Ihe 
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election or nomination of a candidate to national. state or 
local office or the passage or defeat of a referendum by means 
or the denial or the threat or denial or any employment. 
position, work or promotion. or any compensation or other 
benefit of such employment. position or work. or by means of 
discharge. demotion or disciplinary action or the threat to 
impose a discharge. demotion or disciplinary action. This 
subsection docs not apply to employment by a candidate. 
political party or other registrant under s. 11.05 in connection 
with a campaign or political party activities. 

HIItory: 1973 c. 334; 1983 L 48-4: 1991 L 316. 

12.08 Denial of government benellt •• No person may. 
directly or indirectly. cause any person to make a contribu­
tion or provide any service or other thing of value to or for the 
benefit or a candidate. political party or registrant under s. 
II.OS. with the purpose ofinnuencing the election ornomina­
tion of a candidate to national. stale or local office or the 
passage or dereat or a rererendum by means or the denial or 
threat or denial or any payment or other benefit ora program 
established or runded in whole or in part by this state or any 
local governmental unit or this state. or a program which has 
applied ror runding by this state or any local governmental 
unit or this state. 

H .. orr. 1983 •. 4Iot; I9BS L 304. 

12.08 EtecUon threat •• No person may personally or 
through an agent make use or or threaten to make use or 
force, violence or restraint in order to induce or compel any 
person to vote or refrain from voting at an election; or, by 
abduction, duress or any fraudulent device or contrivance, 
impede or prevent the free exercise of the franchise at an 
election: or by any act compel. induce or prevail upon an 
elector either to vote or refrain from voting at any election for 
or against a panicular candidate or referendum. 

H .. orr. 1973 c. 33": 1991 a. 316. 

12.11 ElecUon bribery. (1) Any person who does any orthe 
following violates this chapter: 

(a) Orrers. gives. lends or promises to give or lend, or 
endeavors to procure, any thing of value, or any office or 
employment or any privilege or immunity to, or for. any 
elector, or to or for any other person. in order to induce any 
elector to: 

1. Go to or refrain from going to the polls. 
2. Vote or refrain from voting. 
3. Vote or refrain from voting for or against a particular 

person. 
4. Vote or refrain from voting for or against a particular 

referendum; or on account of any elector having done any of 
the above. 

(b) Receives, agrees or contracts to receive or accept any 
money, gin, loan, valuable consideration, office or employ· 
ment personally or for any other person, in consideration that 
the person or any elector will, so act or has so acted. 

(c) Advances. pays or causes to be paid any money to or ror 
the use of any person with the intent that such money or any 
part thereor will be used to bribe electors at any election. 

(2) This section applies to any convention or meeting held 
for the purpose of nominating any candidate for any election, 
and to the signing of any nomination paper. 

(3) (a) This section does not prohibit a candidate from 
publicly stating his or her prercrence for or support or any 
other candidate for any office to be voted for at the same 
election. A candidate for an office in which the person elected 
is charged with the duty of participating in the election or 
nomination of any person as a candidate for office is not 
prohibited rrom publicly stating or pledging his or her 
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preference for or suppon of any person for such Orrtee or 
nomination. 

(b) This section does not apply to money paid or agreed to 
he paid ror or on account or authorized legal expenses which 
were legitimately incurred at or concerning any election. 

(c) This section docs not apply where an employer agrees 
that all or part or election day be given to its employes as a 
paid holiday. provided that such policy is made unirormly 
applicable to all similarly situated employes. 

(d) This section does not prohibit any person rrom wing 
his or her own vehicle to transport electors to or from the 
polls without charge. 

(e) This section does not apply to any promise by a 
candidate to reduce public e.penditures or ta .... 

(4) The term "any thing of value" as used in this section 
includes any amount or money. or any object which has 
utility independent or any political message it contains and 
the value or which excoeds St. The prohibitions orthis section 
apply to the distribution or material printed at public expense 
and available ror rrcc distribution ir such materials are 
accompanied by a political message. 

Hillory: 1973 c. 3~; 1975 c. 93; 1983 L 414; 1991 L 316. 
Candtdalt', pvmise to reduce salary ir elected W&I not corrupt campailR 

act: (ree sp:cch ri,hll wr:re imp1tcatcd. Brown v. Hartlasc. "S6 US of' (1982). 

12.13 Election fraud. (11 ELECTORS. Whoever intentionally 
docs any or the rollowing violates this chapter: 

(al Votes at any election or meeting irthat person does not 
have the necessary elector qualifications and residence 
requirements. 

(b) Falsely procures registration or makes raise statements 
to the municipal clerk, board of election commissioners or 
any other election official whether or not under oath. 

(c) Registers as an elector in more than one place ror the 
same election. 

(d) Impersonates a registered elector or poses as another 
person for the purpose of voting at an election. 

(e) Votes more than once in the same election. 
(f) Shows his or her marked or punched ballot to any 

person or places a mark upon the ballot so it is identifiable as 
his or her ballot. 

(gl Procures an official ballot and neglects or reruses to 
cast or return it. This paragraph docs not apply to persons 
who have applied ror and received absentee ballots. 

(h) Procures. assists or advises someone to do any or the 
acts prohibited by this subsection. 

(2) ELECTION omCIALS. (a) The wilrul neglect or rerwal by 
an election official to perfonn any of the duties prescribed 
under chs. S to 12 is a violation of this chapter. 

(b) No election official may: 
I. Observe how an elector has marked a ballot unless the 

officical is requested" to assist the elector; intentionally permit 
anyone not authorized to assist in the marking of a ballot to 
observe how a person is voting or has voted; or disclose to 
anyone how an elector voted other than as is necessary in the 
course or judicial proceedings. 

2. Illegally issue. write. change or alter a ballot on election 
day. 

3. Permit registration or receipt or a vote rrom a person 
who the official knows is not a legally qualified elector or who 
has rerused arter being challenged to make the oath or to 
properly answer the necessary questions pertaining to the 
requisite requirements and residence; or put into the ballot 
box a ballot other than the official's own or other one 
lawrully received. 

4. Intentionally assist or cause to be made a false state­
ment, canvass, certincate or return of the votes cast at any 
eleelion. 

• 

• 

• 
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5. Wilfully alter or destroy a poll or registration list. 
6. Intentionally permit or cause a voting machine. voting 

device or automatic tabulating equipment to fail to correctly 
register or record a vote cast thereon or inserted therein, or 
tamper with or disarrange the machine. device or equipment 
or any pan or appliance thereof; cause or consent to the 
machine. device or automatic tabulating equipment being 
used for voting at an election with knowledge that it is out of 
order or is not perfectly set and adjusted so that it will 
correctly register or record all votes cast thereon or inserted 
therein; with the purpose of defrauding or deceiving any 
el~torl cause doubt for what party, candidate or proposition 
a vote will be cast or cause the vote for one pany. candidate 
or proposition to be cast so it appears to be cast for another; 
or remove, change or mutilate a ballot on a voting machine. 
device or a ballot to be inserted into automatic tabulating 
equipment. or do any similar act contrary to chs. 5 to 12. 

6m. Obtain an absentee ballot for voting in a nursing home 
or qualified retirement home or qualified commmunity·based 
residential facility under s. 6.875 (6) and fail to return the 
ballot to the issuing officer. 

7. In the course of the person's official duties or on account 
of the person's official position, intentionally violate or 
intentionally cause any other person to violate any provision 
of c .... 5 to 12 for which no other penalty is expressly 
prescribed. 

(3) PROHIBI11!D ACTS. No person may: 
(a) Falsify any information in respect to or fraudulently 

deface or destroy a certificate of nomination, nomination 
paper. declaration of candidacy or petition for an elcction. 
including a recall petition or petition for a referendum; or file 
or receive for filing a certificate of nomination. nomination 
paper. declaration of candidacy or any such petition. know· 
ing any part is falsely made. 

(am) Fail to file an amended declaration of candidaey as 
provided in s. 8.21 with respect to a change in information 
filed in an original declaration within 3 days of the time the 
amended declaration becomes due for filing; or file a false 
declaration of candidacy or amended declaration of candi· 
dacy. This paragraph applies only to candidates for state or 
local office. 

(b) Wrongfully suppress. neglect or fail to file nomination 
papers in the person's possession at the proper time and in the 
proper office; suppress a certificate of nomination which is 
duly filed. 

(c) Wilfully or negligently fail to deliver, afier having 
undenaken to do so, official ballots prepared for an election 
to the proper person. or prevent their delivery within the 
required lime. or destroy or conceal the ballots. 

(d) Remove or destroy any of the supplies or conveniences 
placed in compartments or polling booths. 

(e) Prepare or cause to be prepared an official ballot with 
intent to change the result orthe election as to any candidate 
or referendum; prepare an official ballot which is premarked 
or prepunched or which has an unauthorized sticker affixed 
prior to delivery to an elector: or deliver to an elector an 
offICial ballot bearing a mark or punch opposite the name ofa 
candidate or referendum question that might be counted as a 
vote for or against a candidate or question. 

(f) Before or during any election. tamper with voting 
machines, voting devices or automatic tabulating equipment 
readied for voting or the counting of votes; disarrange . 
derace. injure or impair any such machine. device or equipa 
ment; or mutilate. injure or destroy a ballot placed or 
displayed on a voting machine or device. or to be placed or 
displayed on any such machine. device or automatic tabu lat· 
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ing equipment or any other appliance used in connection with 
the machine. device or equipment. 

(g) Falsify any statement relating to voter registration' 
under c .... 5 to 12. 

(h) Deface, destroy or remove any legally placed election 
campaign advertising poster with intent to disrupt the cam· 
paign advertising efforts of any candidate. or of any commit· 
tee, group or individual under ch. II, or alter the information 
printed thereon so as to change the meaning thereof to the 
disadvantage of the candidate or cause espoused. Nothing in 
this paragraph restricts the right of any owner or occupant of 
any real property, or the owner or operator of any motor 
vehicle, to remove campaign advertising posters from such 
property or vehicle. 

(i) Falsely make any statement for the purpose of ob­
taining or voting an absentee ballot under ... 6.85 to 6.87. 

(j) When called upon to assist an elector who cannot read 
or write. has difficulty in reading. writing or understanding 
English, or is unable to marie or punch a ballot or depress a 
lever or button on a voting machine. inform the elector that a 
ballot contains names or words different than are printed or 
displayed on the ballot with the intent of inducing the elector 
to vote contrary to his or her inclination. intentionally fail to 
cast a vote in accordance with the elector'S instructions or 
reveal the elector's vote to any 3rd person. 

(k) Forge or falsely make the official indorsement on a 
ballot or knowingly deposit a ballot in the ballot box upon 
which the names or initials of the ballot clerks. or those of 
issuing clerks do not appear. 

(L) When not authorized. during or afier an election. break 
open or violate the seals or locks on a ballot box containing 
ballots of that election or obtain unlawful possession of a 
ballot box with official ballots; conceal, withhold or destroy 
ballots or ballot boxes; wilfully. fraudulently or forcibly add 
to or diminish the number of ballots legally deposited in a 
ballot box; or aid or abet any person in doing any of the acts 
prohibited by this paragraph. 

(m) Fraudulently change a ballot of an elector so the 
elector is prevented from voting for whom the elector 
intended. 

(n) Receive a ballot from or give a ballot to a person other 
than the election official in charge. 

(0) Vote or orrer to vote a ballot except as has been received 
rrom one of the inspectors. 

(p) Receive a completed ballot from a voter unless quali­
fied to do so. 

(q) Solicit a person to show how his or her vote is cast. 
(r) Remove a ballot from a polling place before the polls 

are closed. 
(s) Solicit another elector to orrer assistance under s. 6.g2 

(2) or 6.87 (5). except in the case of an elector who is blind or 
visually impaired to the extent that the elector cannot read a 
ballot. 

(t) Obtain an absentee ballot as the agent of another elector 
under s. 6.86 (3) and fail or refuse to deliver it to such elector. 

(u) Present false identification for the purpose of inducing 
an election official to permit the person to vote. 

(v) Corroborate any information orrered by a proposed 
elector for the purpose of permitting the person to register to 
vote or to vote, knowing such inrormation to be false. 

(w) Falsify a ballot application under s. 6.18. 
(x) Refuse to obey a lawful order of an inspector made for 

the purpose of enforcing the election laws; engage in disor· 
derly behavior at or near a polling place; or interrupt or 
disturb the voting or canvassing proceedings. 

(y) After an election, break the locks or seals or reset the 
counters on a voting machine except in the course of official 
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duties carried out at the time and in the manner prescribed by 
law; or disable a voting machine so as to prevent an accurate 
count of the votes from being obtained: or open the register­
ingor recording compartments ofa machine with intent to do 
any such act. 

. (z) Tamper wilh aUlomalic labulaling equipmenl or any 
record ofvOlescasl or compuler program which is 10 be used 
in connection with such equipment to count or recount votcs 
at any election so as to prevent or attempt to prevent an 
accurale counl of Ihe voles from being obtained. 

(4) NURSING AND RI!T11lEM1!NT HOME AND COMMUNlTY­

BASED RESIDENTIAL FACILITY VOTING. No employe of a nurs­
ing home or qualified retirement home or qualified 
communily-based residenlial facilily, as defined in s. 6.87S (I) 
(as), may disclose Ihe designaled lime arranged for absenlee 
vOling by occupants of Ihe home or communily-based resi­
dential facililY under s. 6.87S (6) 10 any person olher Ihan an 
occupanl oflhe home or qualified communily-based residen­
tial facility or a relative of an occupant. as defined in s. 6.87S 
(I), who requests 10 be so inrormed. 
H~ 1973c.. 334: 1975 c:.15, 93,199; 1977(;.421.447; 1979c:. '9. 249, 

260,311, lS7; 1983 .. 183 .. 45; 1983 L 192 s. 304; 1983 L 484&L 135. 172 (3). 
n4: 1913 &. 4'1: I98S L 304; 1981 a. 391; 1989 a. 192: 1991 a.316. 

See note 10 9.01, alin8 Appeal From Recount in Ela:tion Conklt, lOS W 
(ld) 468. 313 NW (2d) 869 (CL App. 1981). 

12.60 Pen8mes. (1) (a) Whoever violales s. 12.09, 12.11 or 
12.13 (I), (2) or (3)(a), (e), (I), (j), (k), (L), (m), (y) or (z) may 
be lined nol more Ihan SIO,OOO or imprisoned nol morelhan 
3 years in lhe Wisconsin slale prisons or bolh. 

(b) Whoever violales s. 12.03, 12.0S, 12.07, 12.08 or 12.13 
(3) (b), (c), (d), (g), (i) or (n) 10 (x) may be fined nol more Ihan 
SI,OOO, or imprisoned nol more Ihan 6 monlhs or bolh. 

128 

(c) Whoever violales s. 12.13 (3) (am) or (4) may be 
required 10 forfeil nol more lhan SSOO. 

(d) Whoever violates s. 12.13 (3) (h) may be required 10 
rorreil nol morelhan SIOO. 

(2) (a) Jra successful candidale for public olTlCe, olherlhan 
a candidate (or the legislature or a candidate (or national 
office, is adjudged guihy in a criminal aclion of any violalion 
oflhis chaplerunder sub. (I) (a) commined during his or her 
candidacy, Ihe coun shall aner enlering judgmenl enler a 
supplemental judgmenl declaring a forfeilure of Ihe candi­
dale's righl 10 office. The supplemental judgmenl shall be 
lransmined 10 Ihe officer or agency aulhorized 10 issue lhe 
certificate o( nomination or election to the office (or which 
lhe person convicled is a candidale. If lhe candidate', lerm 
has begun, Ihe office shall become vacant. The office shall 
lhen be filled in lhe manner provided by law. 

(b) If a successful candidale for lhe legislalure or U.S. 
congress is adjudged guilly in 'a criminal action of any 
violalion of Ihis chapler under sub. (I) (a) commiued during 
his or her candidacy, Ihe coun shall aner enleringjudgmenl 
cenify its findings 10 lhe presiding officer of lhe legislalive 
body 10 which Ihe candidale was elecled. 

(3) Any election official who is convicled of any violalion 
orlhis chapler shall, in addilion 10 Ihe punishmenl olherwise 
provided, be disqualified 10 acl as an eleclion official for a 
term o( S years from the time of conviction. 

(4) Proseculions under Ihis chapler shall be conducled in 
accordance wilh s. 11.61 (2). 

H.tory: 1913 ~. 334; 1915~. IS: 1977 Co 4" L 924 (II) (el; 1977 c. 421; 
1979~. 249, 311, 328; 1983 & ...... ; 1915 L 304. 
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