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THE ELECTION LAW 

LAWS OF NEW YORK, 1976 
CHAPTER 233 

AN ACT in relation to the election law, recodifying the provisions thereof, by 
repealing chapter seventeen of the consolidated laws and reenacting a new chapter 
seventeen thereof and repealing subdivision six of section forty-two of the public 
officers law and amending 8uch law in relation to filling vacancies. 

Became 8 law June 1, 1976, with the approval of the Governor. Passed by a 
majority vote, three-fiftba being present. 

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senote and 
Assembly, do enact as follows: 

CHAPTER SEVENTEEN OF THE CONSOLIDATED LAWS 

ELECTION LAW 

INDEX 

Article 1. General Provisions 
2. Party Organization 
3. Election Officials 

*4. Proceedings Preliminary to Registration and En-
rollment 

*5. Registration and Enrollment 
S. Designation and Nomination of Candidates 
7. Election Ballot 
8. Conduct of Elections 

*9. Closing the Polls 
10. Voting by Members of the Armed Forces 
11. Special Presidential and Special Federal Voters and 

Special Ballots 
12. Presidential Electors and Federal Elected Officers 
13. Annual Political Calendar 
14. Campaign Receipts and Expenditures 
15. Village Elections 
IS. Judicial Proceedings 

*17. Violations of the Election Franchise 

ARTICLE 1 

GENERAL PROVISIONS 

Section 1-100. Short title. 
1-102. Applicability of chapter. 
1-104. Definitions. 
I-lOS. Filing of papers; when received . 

• So in original. 
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§ 1-100 THE ELECTION LAw Art. 1 

Section 1-100. Short title. This chapter shall be known as 
the "Election Law". 

§ 1-102. Applicability of chapter. This chapter shall gov
ern the conduct of all elections at which voters of the state of 
New York may cast a ballot for the purpose of electing an individual 
to any party position or nominating or electing an individual to 
any federal. state. county. city. town or village office. or deciding 
any ballot question submitted to all the voters of the state or 
deciding any ballot question submitted to the voters of any county. 
city. town or village at the time of a general election. Where a 
specific provision of law exists in any other law which is incon
sistent with the provisions of this chapter. such provision shall 
apply unless a provision of this chapter specifies that such provision 
of this chapter shall apply notwithstanding any other provision 
of law. 

§ 1-104. Definitions. The terms used in this chapter shall 
have the significance herein defined unless another meaning is 
clearly apparent in language or context. 1. The term "political 
unit" means the state or any political subdivision thereof or therein. 

2. The term "unit of representation" means any political unit 
from which members of any committee or delegates to a party 
convention shall be elected as provided in this chapter. 

3. The term "party" means any political organization which at 
the last preceding election for governor polled at least fifty thousand 
votes for its candidate for governor. 

4. The term "party position" means membership on a party 
committee or the position of delegate or alternate to a party 
convention. 

5. The term "party officer" means one who holds any party 
position or any party office whether by election. appointment or 
otherwise. 

6. The term "committee" means any committee chosen. in 
accordance with the provisions of this chapter. to represent the 
members of a party in any political unit. 

7. The term "designation" means any method in accordance 
with the provisions of this chapter by which candidates for party 
nomination for public office or for election to party position may 
be named for the purpose of any primary election. 

S. The term "official ballot" refers to the paper ballot on which 
the voter casts his vote. or the face of a voting machine as prepared 
for the voter to cast his vote at any election held in accordance 
with the provisions of this chapter. 

9. The terms "primary" or "primary election" mean only the 
mandated election at which enrolled members of a party may vote 
for the purpose of nominating party candidates and electing party 
officers. 
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Art. 1 GENERAL PROVISIONS § 1-104 

10. The terms "uncontested office" and "uncontested position", 
used in connection with a primary election of a party, mean an 
office or position for which the number of candidates designated 
does not exceed the number to be nominated Or elected thereto 
by the party, and for which no valid petition of enrolled members 
of the party requesting an opportunity to write in the name of 
an undesignsted candidate has been filed. 

11. The term "nomination" means the selection in accordance 
with the provisions of this chapter of a candidate for an office 
authorized to be filled at an election. 

12. The term "independent body" means any organization or 
group of voters which nominates a candidate or candidates for 
office to be voted for at an election, and which is not a party as 
herein provided. 

13. The term "independent nomination" means nomination by 
an independent body. 

14. Worda of masculine gender include the feminine except where 
the provisions clearly applies to only one sex. 

15. The term "veteran's hospital" means any sanitarium, hos
pital, soldiers' and sailors' home, United States Veterans' Admin
istration Hospital, or other home or institution, which is used, 
operated and conducted exclusively for the care, maintenance and 
treatment of persons serving in or honorably discharged from the 
military or naval service or coast guard of the United States or 
the state of New York. 

16. The term "county legislative body" shall mean the elected 
governing body of a county, and in tbe city of New York, the 
city council. 

17. The term "ballot proposal" means any constitutional amend
ment, proposition, referendum or other question submitted to the 
voters at any election. 

18. The word "ballot" when referring to voting machines means 
that portion of the cardboard or paper or other material within 
the ballot frame containing the name of the candidate and the 
emblem of the party organization by which he was nominated, of 
the form of submission of a proposed constitutional amendment, 
proposition referendum or question as provided in this chapter, 
with the word "yes" for voting for any question Or the word "no" 
for voting against any question except that where the question or 
proposition is submitted only to the voters of a territory wholly 
within a county or city, such form shall be determined by the 
county board of elections. Such statement and the title shall be 
printed in the largest type which is practicable to use in the space 
provided. 

19. The term "ballot label" means the printed strips of cardboard 
or paper used on the voting machine containing the names of the 
candidates nominated, and the questions submitted. 
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§ 1-104 THE ELECTION LAW Art. 1 

20. The term "write-in ballot" means a vote cast for a person 
whose name does not appear on the ballot labels. 

21. The term "protective counter" means a separate counter 
built into the voting machine that cannot be reset, and which 
records the total number of movements of the operating lever. 

22. The term "residence" shall be deemed to mean that place 
where a person maintains a fixed, permanent and principal home 
and to which he, wherever temporarily located, always intends to 
return. 

23. The term "voting machine custodian" shall mean a city, 
town or board of elections employee charged with the duty of 
repairing and maintaining voting machines. 

24. The term "major political parties" means the two parties 
which polled for their respective candidates for the office of gov
ernor the highest and next highest number of votes at the last 
preceding election for such office. 

25. The term "election officer" shall mean any person who, 
pursuant to the provisions of this chapter, performs any official 
duty or function in the electoral process. 

26. The term "board of elections" shall mean the board of 
elections of any county in the state of New York and the board 
of elections of the city of New York and with respect to villages 
located in more than one county, shall mean the board of elections 
of that county containing more than fifty percent of the population 
of the village as shown by the last federal decennial or special 
census. 

27. The term "personal application" means a signed writing 
which may be delivered by mailing or in person. 

28. The term "caucus" shall mean an open meeting held in a 
political subdivision to nominate the candidates of a political party 
for public office to be elected in such subdivision at which all the 
enrolled voters of such party residing in such subdivision are 
eligible to vote. 

29. The term "ballot label programming" means any comput
erized instructions which control the placement or the printing of 
candidates' names and ballot proposals on voting machines of a 
type approved after September first, nineteen hundred eighty-six. 

30. The term "ballot label programming data" means the names 
and ballot positions of candidates and ballot propoaals stored on 
any computerized device through the use of ballot label program
ming. 

31. The term "resident vote tabulation programming" means 
the permanent computerized instructions which are built into any 
approved voting machine or equipment and which control the 
recordation, aggregation, tabulation, storage and printing of votes 
by any such machine or equipment. 
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Art. 1 GENERAL PROVISIONS § 1-106 

32. "General village election" means the annual or biennial 
election for village officers. 

33. "Special village election" means any election of village of
ficers, other than the general village election. 

34. "Village primary" means any election held by a political 
party for the purpose of nominating candidates for elective village 
offices. 

35. The term "election" shall include a "general village election" 
or "special village election" except where a specific provision of 
this chapter may not be consistently applied to the village election 
procedure. 

§ 1-106. Filing of papers; when received. 1. All papers 
required to be filed pursuant to the provisions of this chapter 
shall, unless otherwise provided, be filed between the hours of nine 
A.M. and five P.M. If the last day for filing shall fallon a Saturday, 
Sunday or legal holiday, the next business day shall become the 
last day for filing. All papers sent by mail in an envelope post
marked prior to midnight of the last day of filing shall be deemed 
timely filed and accepted for filing when received, except that all 
certificates and petitions of designations and nominations, certif
icates of acceptance or declination of such designations and nom
inations, certificates of substitution for such designations or nom
inations and objections and specifications of objections to such 
certificates and petitions required to be filed with the board of 
elections of the city of New York must be actually received by 
such city board of elections on or before the last day to file any 
such petition, certificate or objection and such office shall be open 
for the receipt of such petitions, certificates and objections until 
midnight on the last day to file any such petition, certificate or 
objection. Failure of the post office or any other person or entity 
to deliver any such petition, certificate or objection to such city 
board of elections on or before such last day shall be a fatal defect. 

2. The failure to file any petition or certificate relating to the 
designation or nomination of a candidate for party position or 
public office or to the acceptance or declination of such designation 
or nomination within the time prescribed by the provisions of this 
chapter shall be a fatal defect. 
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§ 2·100 THE ELECTION LAW 

ARTICLE 2 

PARTY ORGANIZATION 

Art. 2 

Section 2-100. Party committees; provision for. 
2-102. State committee; creation. 
2-104. County committee; creation. 
2-106. State and county committees; election of mem· 

bers. 
2-108. State and county committees; new party. 
2-110. Committees other than state and county; crea· 

tion. 
2-112. Committees; organization. 
2-114. Committees; rules of. 
2-116. Committees; removal of member. 
2-118. Committees; vacancies, how filled and effect of 

change of boundaries. 
2-120. Party positions; to be filled at primary election, 

time for filing statement as to. 
2-122. National party conventions; delegates, election. 
2-124. Party names and emblems; provision for. 
2-126. Party funds; restrictions on expenditures. 

§ 2-100. Party committees; provision for. Party commit· 
tees shall consist of a state committee, county committees, and 
such other committees as the rules of the party may allow. 

§ 2-102. State committee; creation. 1. The members of the 
state committee of each party shall be elected from such units of 
representation as the state committee shall by rule provide. The 
number of members representing each unit may vary, but each 
member shall be entitled to an equal vote within his unit. Each 
member of the state committee shall be entitled to cast one vote 
unless the rules of the party shall provide otherwise. 

2. Each member shall be, at the time of his election and con· 
tinuously thereafter, an enrolled member of the party and a resident 
of the unit from which he is elected except as hereinafter provided. 

3. To be eligible as a member of the state committee at the 
first election next ensuing after a readjustment or alteration of 
the units of representation becomes effective, a candidate must 
only have been a resident of the county in which the unit, or any 
part thereof, is contained for the twelve months immediately 
preceding the election. 

4. The state committee may provide by rule for equal repre· 
sentation of the sexes on said committee. When any such rule 
provides for equal representation of the sexes, the designating 
petitions and primary ballots shall list candidates for such party 
positions separately by sexes. 

[Matter in italics is new.) 
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Art. 2 PARTY ORGANIZATION § 2-104 

5. The state committee may provide for the holding of a state 
convention and the election of delegates and alternate delegates 
thereto in any year and may empower such convention to adopt 
party platforms and policies and to transact such other business 
as it may prescribe. 

§ 2-104. County committee; creation. 1. The county com· 
mittee of each party shall be constituted by the election in each 
election district within such county of at least two members and 
of such additional members, not in excess of two, as the rules of 
the county committee of the party within the county or the 
statement filed pursuant hereto may provide for such district, 
proportional to the party vote in the district for governor at the 
last preceding gubernatorial election, or in case the boundaries of 
such district have been changed or a new district has been created 
since the last preceding gubernatorial election, proportional to the 
party vote cast for member of assembly or in the event there was 
no election for member of assembly, then proportional to the 
number of enrolled voters of such party in such district on the 
list of enrolled voters last published by the board of elections. In 
a county in which no additional members are provided for by the 
rules of the county committee or the statement filed pursuant 
hereto the voting power of each member shall be in proportion 
to such party vote or, if the election district which such member 
represents was created or changed since the last election for mem
ber of assembly, proportional to such party enrollment. In a county 
in which additional members are 80 provided for, on the basis of 
the party vote or enrollment in election districts within such 
county, each member shall have one vote. Each member of a 
county committee shall be an enrolled voter of the party residing 
in the county and the assembly district from which or in the 
assembly district containing the election district in which such 
member is elected except that a member of a county committee 
who, as a result of an alteration of assembly district lines, no 
longer resides within such assembly district may continue to serve 
for the balance of the term to which he was elected. 

2. If, pursuant to section one of article thirteen of the consti
tution, such committee or a state convention of the party shall 
provide by rule for equal representation of the sexes on such 
committee, the rules of such committee relative to additional 
members, either from election districts or at large, shall be for
mulated and applied in such manner that the whole membership 
shall consist of an even number, equally divided between the sexes. 
When any such rule provides for equal representation of the sexes, 
the designating petitions and primary ballots shall list candidates 
for such party positions separately by sexes. 

3. Notwithstanding the provisions of subdivision one of this 
section, a county committee of a party shall be legally constituted 
if twenty-five per centum of the committeemen required to be 
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§ 2-104 THE ELECTION LAW Art. 2 

elected in such county, as provided in subdivision one of this 
section, have been elected. 

§ 2-106. State and county committees; election of mem
bers. 1. Members of the state and county committees shall be 
elected at the primary election as herein provided. 

2. Members of the state committee shall be elected biennially. 
3. Members of county committee shall be elected biennially, 

except that to effect a transition from either odd to even or even 
to odd number year elections, a county committee may provide 
by an amendment to its rules filed with the board of elections at 
least four months before the date of the primary election at which 
the two year term of such committee is expiring, that the committee 
elected at such election shall be elected for a single, interim one
year term for members of such committee. No committee may 
effect such a change in the year of election more than once every 
ten years. 

4. Members shall hold office until the next election at which 
members of the committee are elected. 

§ 2-108. State and county committees; new party. The 
state committee and county committees of a new political party, 
which meet prior to the first primary for which members of such 
party shall have become enrolled, shall be formed as provided by 
the rules of such party. 

§ 2-110. Committees other than state and county; crea
tion. 1. All committees other than state and county committees 
shall be formed in the manner provided for by the rules of the 
party. 

2. In the city of New York there shall be the party positions 
of assembly district leaders or, if the rules of the county committee 
shall so provide, one assembly district leader and one associate 
assembly district leader. Outside the city of New York there shall 
be such positions when the rules of the county committee shall 
so provide. Such leaders shall be elected at primary elections as 
herein provided, within every county in such city for each assembly 
district, or for each part of an assembly district within such county 
as may be designated for the purpose in the rules of the county 
committee, and in every county of the state outside of such city 
where the rules so provide, for such assembly district or part 
thereof within such county as may be designated in such rules for 
the purpose. Such assembly district leaders or such assembly 
district leader and associate assembly district leader shall be of 
opposite sexes if the rules of the county committee shall so provide, 
and shall be enrolled voters of the party residing within the 
assembly district and, if the rules of the county committee shall 
so provide, within the part of the assembly district for which they 
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Art. 2 PARTY ORGANIZATION § 2-114 

are to be elected, and shall be elected at the same primary election 
and for the same term as members of the county committee. When 
any such rule provides for equal representation of sexes, the des
ignating petitions and primary ballots shall list candidates for such 
party positions separately by sexes. Each shall perform such duties, 
powers and functions as the rules of the county committee may 
prescribe. Vacancies in such positions shall be filled by the members 
of the county committee within the assembly district or part 
thereof, as the case may be, until the first primary election following 
the creation of such vacancy or vacancies for which the period 
for circulating designating petitions ends at least seven days after 
the creation of such vacancy or vacancies, at which time the 
successor or successors shall be directly elected as herein provided. 
Assembly district leaders and associate assembly district leaders 
shall automatically be members and shall have the right to par
ticipate and vote in meetings of the county committee or any 
subcommittee thereof. The county committee may provide by its 
rules that the members of the state committee, elected in accord
ance with the provisions of this chapter, shall possess the duties, 
powers and functions of an assembly district leader or an associate 
assembly district leader. In such event the provisions of this section 
shall not apply to the members of the state committee but upon 
his election as a member of the state committee, such person shall 
be deemed to have also been elected as an assembly district leader 
or an associate assembly district leader. 

3. To be eligible for election as assembly district leader or 
associate assembly district leader at the first election next ensuing 
after a readjustment or alteration of the units of representation 
becomes effective, a candidate must only have been a resident of 
the county in which the unit, or any part thereof, is contained 
for the twelve months immediately preceding the election. 

§ 2-112. Committees; organization. 1. Every state com
mittee shall within fifteen days after its election, every county 
committee shall within twenty days after its election, and all other 
committees shall within the time specified by party rules, meet 
and organize by electing a chairman, a secretary, a treasurer and 
such other officers as they may by their rules provide. Within 
three days after their meetings all state and county committees 
shall file in the office of the state board of elections a certificate 
stating the names and post office addresses of such officers. County 
committees and any other committee contained therein shall file 
a copy of such statement with their county board of election. 

2. Such officers shall be enrolled members of the party, but need 
not be members of such committees. 

§ 2-114. Committees; rules of. 1. Each committee may pre
pare rules for governing the party within its political unit. Within 
ten days after the adoption of any rule or amendment thereto a 
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§ 2-114 THE ELECTION LAW Art. 2 

certified copy thereof shall be filed by the state committee in the 
office of the state board of elections, and by the county committee 
in the office of the state board of elections, and in the office of 
the board of elections of the county. If a section or portion of 
such rules relate to the nomination of candidates for village office, 
such section or portion of such rules shall be filed in the office 
of the village clerk of all villages in which elections are conducted 
by the village and in which the party makes any nominations for 
village office. No rule or amendment thereof shall be effective until 
the filing thereof in the office of the state board of elections. Such 
rules shall continue to be the rules for the committee until they 
are amended or new rules adopted. 

2. Rules may be amended or new rules adopted from time to 
time by a majority vote of the members of the committee present 
at a meeting at which there is a quorum, provided a copy of the 
proposed amendment shall be sent with the notice of the meeting 
at which such amendment is to be proposed, such notice to be 
mailed not less than five days before such meeting to the post 
office address of each member of the committee. 

§ 2-116. Committee; removal of member. A member or 
officer of a party committee may be removed by such committee 
for disloyalty to the party or corruption in office after notice is 
given and a hearing upon written charges has been had. The 
hearing shall be held by the committee, or a subcommittee thereof 
appointed for that purpose, which subcommittee shall report its 
findings to the full committee. 

§ 2-118. Committees; vacancies, how filled. and effect of 
change of boundaries 1. In the case of the death, declination, 
enrollment in another party, removal from the unit or removal 
from office of a member of a committee, or the failure to nominate 
or elect a member, the vacancy created thereby shall be filled by 
the remaining members of the committee by the selection of an 
enrolled voter of the party qualified for election from the unit of 
representation in which such vacancy shall have occurred. When 
a state committee fills a vacancy pursuant to this subdivision, the 
chairman or secretary of such committee shall, within ten days 
after such vacancy is filled, file a certificate with the state board 
of elections setting forth the name, address, and unit of repre
sentation of the person 80 selected. 

2. If the boundaries of any unit of representation be changed 
after the election of members of [the 1 a state committee or assembly 
district leaders or associate assembly district leaders, the terms of 
members, or assembly district leaders or associate assembly district 
leaders elected in such units of representation and the units of 
representation which such members, assembly district leaders or 
associate assembly district leaders represent shall continue until 
the next regularly scheduled election for such porty positions and 

10 
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until their successors are elected [or appointed. The state com
mittee may provide by rule for the manner in which such successors 
shall be chosen or appointed.) 

3. The county committee, upon its organization after the election 
of its members, or at any time thereafter, may determine that a 
vacancy or vacancies in such committee exists by reason of an 
increase in the number of election districts within the county 
occasioned by a change of the boundaries of one or more election 
districts, taking effect after such election, and may determine the 
districts that the elected members shall represent until the next 
election at which members of such committee are elected. A 
vacancy so determined to exist shall be filled as provided in 
subdivision one. 
[Sect. beading and para. 2 amended by chap. 79. Laws of 1992.1 

§ 2-120. Party positions; to be filled at primary election, 
time for filing statement as to. 1. The chairman of the county 
committee of each party or such person as may be designated by 
the rules of the county committee shall file with the board of 
elections not later than two weeks before the first day [to sign) 
on which designating petitions for a primary election moy be signed 
a statement of the party positions to be filled by such party at 
such primary election, and the number of persons to be elected 
to each position; provided, however, thot failure to fik such stote
ment shnll not be construed as a prerequisite to filing designating 
petitions for such position. 

2. If the party positions to be filled are elected from a district 
which includes parts of two or more counties, the chairman of 
the state committee of each party or such person as may be 
designated by the rules of the state committee shall file such 
statement with the state board of elections and the board of 
elections for each county within such district. 

3. In each county within the city of New York, and in each 
county outside of such city where the rules of the county committee 
of a party provide for the election of assembly district leaders, or 
one assembly district leader and one associate assembly district 
leader from parts of an assembly district, the statement filed by 
such committee shall also set forth the election districts contained 
within each such part of such assembly district. 
[Para. 1 amended by chap. 79, Laws of 1992. Take. effect January 1, 1993.] 

§ 2-122. National party conventions; delegates, elec
tion. Delegates and alternates to a national convention of a party 
shall be elected from congressional districts, or partly from the 
state at large and partly from congressio aI districts, as the rules 
of the state committee may provide. Sucll delegates and alternates 

[Matter in italics is new; matter in brackets [ ] is old law to be omitted.] 
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from the state at large shall be elected by the state committee or 
by a state convention of the party, as the rules of the state 
committee shall prescribe. If the rules of a national party provide 
for equal representation of the sexes among delegates elected from 
districts, such district delegates shall be elected separately by sex. 
District delegates and alternates to national party conventions and 
delegates, and alternates, if any, to such a state convention shall 
be elected at a primary. All delegates and alternates to a national 
party convention shall be enrolled members of such party. When 
any such rules provides for equal representation of the sexes, the 
designating petitions and primary ballots shall list candidates for 
such party positions separately by sex. 

§ 2-124. Party names and emblems; provision for. 1. The 
state committee of a party shall select a name and emblem to 
distinguish the candidates of the party for public office in all 
districts of the state, and shall file in the office of the state board 
of elections, a certificate executed by its chairman and secretary, 
setting forth the name and showing the emblem so selected. 

2. The name of a party shall be in the English language and 
shall not include the words "American", "United States", "Na
tional", "New York State", "Empire State", or any abbreviation 
thereof, nor the name or part of the name, or an abbreviation of 
the name, of an existing party. The emblem chosen may be a 
star, an animal, an anchor, or any other proper symbol, but may 
not be the same as or similar to any emblem, inSignia, symbol or 
flag used ~ any political or governmental body, agency or entity 
nor any rehgious emblem, insignia, symbol or flag, nor the portrait 
of any person, nor the representation of a coin or of the currency 
of the United States. The name and emblem chosen shall not be 
similar to or likely to create confusion with the name or emblem 
of any other existing party Or independent body. 

3. If the name of any party shall contain more than fifteen 
letters, the state committee shall similarly select and certify an 
abbreviated form thereof, containing not more than fifteen letters, 
to be used upon the ballot whenever the necessitites of space so 
require. 

4. Emblems and names which have been continuously used by 
any party or independent body for the nomination of candidates 
for governor may continue to be used by such party or independent 
body. 

§ 2-126. Party funds; restrictions on expenditures. No 
contributions of money, or the equivalent thereof, made, directly 
or indirectly, to any party, or to any party committee or to any 
person representing or acting on behalf of a party or party com
mittee, or any moneys in the treasury of any party, or party 
committee, shall be expended in aid of the designation or nomi-
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nation of any person to be voted for at a primary election either 
as a candidate for nomination for public office, or for any party 
position. 

[§ 2-128. Repealed by chap. 110, Laws of 1979.) 
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§ 3-100 THE ELECTION LAw 

ARTICLE 3 

ELECTION OFFICIALS 

Art. 3 

Title 1. Statewide provisions. 
II. Board of elections. 

III. Election personnel. 
IV. Election inspectors and poll clerks. 
V. Alternate provisions. 

TITLE I 

STATEWIDE PROVISIONS 

Section 3-100. New York state board of elections; membership; 
organization. 

3-102. State board of elections; general powers and du-
ties. 

3-103. Standards for computerized record keeping. 
3-104. State board of elections; enforcement powers. 
3-106. Fair campaign code. 
3-107. Powers and duties of the state board of elections 

respecting elections and crimes against the elec
tive franchise. 

3-108. Disaster; additional day for voting. 
3-110. Time allowed employees to vote. 

§ 3-100. New York state board of elections; membership; 
organization. 1. There is hereby created within the executive 
department a New York state board of elections, hereafter referred 
to as the "state board of elections", composed of four commis
sioners appointed by the governor: two commissioners, one each 
from among not fewer than two persons recommended by the 
chairman of the state committee of each of the major political 
parties; and two other commissioners, one upon the joint rec
ommendation of the legislative leaders, of one major political party, 
in each house of the legislature and one upon the joint recom
mendation of the legislative leaders, of the other major political 
party, in each house of the legislature. The commissioners shall 
be appointed for terms of two years each and in the same manner 
as their respective predecessors. A commissioner appointed to the 
board to fill a vacancy caused other than by expiration of a term, 
shall serve for the balance of the unexpired term. The provisions 
of section five of the public officers law shall not apply to any 
member appointed on recommendation of legislative leaders. 

2. Of the two commissioners of the board appointed upon the 
recommendation of the legislative leaders one shall he designated 
by the governor as the chairman and one as the vice-chairman, 
respectively. Thereafter, upon the expiration of the term of the 
commissioner designated as chairman, the designation of the vice
chairman, as such, shall also terminate and the chairman and 
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vice-chairman, respectively, shall be the member appointed to the 
board upon the recommendation of the legislative leaders of a 
different major political party than that of those who recommended 
his predecessor. 

3. The commissioners of the state board of elections shall have 
no other public employment. The commissioners shall receive an 
annual salary of twenty-five thousand dollars, within the amounts 
made available therefor by appropriation. The board shall, for the 
purposes of sections seventy-three and seventy-four of the public 
officers law, he a "state agency", and such commissioners shall be 
"officers" of the state board of elections for the purposes of such 
sections. Within the amounts made available by appropriation 
therefor, the state board of elections shall appoint an executive 
director, counsel and such other staff members as are necessary 
in the exercise of its functions, and may fix their compensation. 

4. For the purposes of meetings, three commissioners shall con
stitute a quorum. The affirmative vote of three commissioners 
shall be required for any official action of the state board of 
elections. 

5. The principal office of the state board of elections shall be 
in the county of Albany. 

§ 3-102. State board of elections; general powers and du
ties. In addition to the enforcement powers and any other powers 
and duties specified by law, the state board of elections shall have 
the power and duty to: 

1. issue instructions and promulgate rules and regulations re
lating to the administration of the election process, election cam
paign practices and campaign financing practices consistent with 
the provisions of law; 

2. visit boards of elections, examine their procedures and records 
and direct that any such procedures he modified in any manner 
consistent with the provisions of this chapter; 

3. conduct any investigation necessary to carry out the provi
sions of this chapter; 

4. conduct private or public hearings; 
5. administer oaths or affirmations, subpoena witnesses, compel 

their attendance, examine them under oath or affirmation and 
require the production of any books, records, documents or other 
evidence it may deem relevant or material; 

6. confer immunity in accordance with the provisions of section 
50.20 of the criminal procedure law, in any investigation relating 
to any crime or offense with respect to which, by express provisions 
of statute, a competent authority is authorized to confer immunity; 
provided, however, that such immunity shall be conferred only 
after the attorney general and appropriate district attorney are 
afforded the opportunity to be heard respecting any objections 
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which either may have to the conferring thereof; and provided, 
further, that if either the attorney general or any such appropriate 
district attorney shall object to the conferring of immunity, im
munity may be conferred only by unanimous vote of all four 
commissioners of the state board; 

7. institute, or direct a board of elections to institute such 
judicial proceedings as may be necessary to enforce compliance 
with any provision of article fourteen of this chapter or any 
regulation promulgated thereunder including, but not limited to, 
application, on notice served upon the respondent in the manner 
directed by the court at least six hours prior to the time of return 
thereon, to a justice of the supreme court within the judicial 
district in which an alleged violation of any such provision or 
regulation occurred or is threatened, for an order prohibiting the 
continued or threatened violation thereof or for such other or 
further relief as the court may deem just and proper; 

8. prepare uniform forms for the statements required by article 
fourteen of this chapter and uniform forms for use by local election 
officials in the conduct of registration and voting; design, prepare 
and make available to county boards of election and to such other 
institutions and groups as such board in its discretion shall de
termine uniform application forms for registration and enrollment, 
transfer of registration and/or enrollment and special enrollment 
upon application filed by mail pursuant to the provisions of section 
5-210 of this chapter; 

9. study and examine the administration of elections within the 
state including campaign financing, campaign financing reporting, 
and campaign practices; 

10. establish rules allowing the admission of news media rep
resentatives to the area of the polling place where the canvass of 
ballots cast can be directly observed; 

11. recommend such legislation or administrative measures as 
it finds appropriate to promote fair, honest and efficiently ad
ministered elections, including, but not limited to, legislation to 
adjust the contribution limitations set forth in article fourteen of 
this chapter; 

12. monitor the adequacy and effectiveness of the election laws 
and report thereon at least annually to the governor and the 
legislature; 

13. take all appropriate steps to encourage the broadest possible 
voter participation in elections including the administration of a 
program of registration form distribution by participating state 
agencies as prescribed by section 5-211 of this chapter, 

13-a. receive from the secretary of the senate and the clerk of 
the assembly a list of the mailing addresses of senators and 
members of the assembly. When members of the public, government 

[Matter in italics is new.] 
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officials, or agencies request the mailing addresses of senators and 
members of the assembly, the mailing addresses submitted to the 
board by the secretary of the senate and the clerk of the assembly 
shall be provided; 

14. perform such other acts as may be necessary to carry out 
the purposes of this chapter. 

[Subd. 13 amended by chap. 79, Laws of 1992.) 

§ 3-103. Standards for computerized records keep
ing. The state board of elections shall promulgate rules and 
regulations setting minimum standards for computerized record 
keeping systems maintained by county boards of elections. Such 
standards shall include, but not be limited to system access and 
security, the format and content of the data to be recorded and 
stored on such systems, and the minimum technical specifications 
for computer programming. Such standards shall be for the purpose 
of facilitating compatibility between the systems used by the several 
boards of elections. 

§ 3-104. State board of elections; enforcement pow
ers. 1. The state board of elections shall have jurisdiction of, 
and be responsible for, the execution and enforcement of the 
provisions of article fourteen of this chapter and other statutes 
governing campaigns, elections and related procedures. 

2. Whenever the state board of elections or other board of 
elections shall determine, on its own initiative or upon complaint, 
or otherwise, that there is substantial reason to believe a violation 
of this chapter or any code or regulation promulgated thereunder 
has occurred, it shall expeditiously make an investigation which 
shall also include investigation of reports and statements made or 
failed to be made by the complainant and any political committee 
supporting his candidacy if the complainant is a candidate or, if 
the complaint was made by an officer or member of a political 
committee, of reports and statements made or failed to be made 
by such political committee and any candidates supported by it. 
The state board of elections, in lieu of making such an investi
gation, may direct the appropriate board of elections to make an 
investigation. The state board of elections may request, and shall 
receive, the assistance of the state police in any investigation it 
shall conduct. 

3. If, after an investigation, the state or other board of elections 
finds reasonable cause to believe that a violation warranting crim
inal prosecution has taken place, it shall forthwith refer the matter 
to the district attorney of the appropriate county and shall make 
available to such district attorney all relevant papers, documents, 
testimony and findings relevant to its investigation. 

4. The state or other board of elections may, where appropriate, 
commence a judicial proceeding with respect to the filing or failure 

17 



§ 3-104 THE ELECTION LAW Art. 3 

to file any statement of receipts, expenditures, or contn1lUtions, 
under the provisions of this chapter, and the state board of elections 
may direct the appropriate other board of elections to commence 
such proceeding. 

5. The state board of elections may promulgate rules and reg
ulations consistent with law to effectuate the provisions of this 
section. 

§ 3-106. Fair campaign code. 1. In addition to the powers 
and duties elsewhere enumerated in this article, the state board 
of elections, after public hearings, shall adopt a "fair campaign 
code" setting forth ethical standards of conduct for persons, po
litical parties and committees engaged in election campaigns in
cluding, but not limited to, specific prohibitions against practices 
of political espionage and other political practices involving sub
version of the political parties and process. 

2. Such code shall be published at least twice during the three 
months preceding a general election in one newspaper of general 
circulation in each county and, in the city of New York, in two 
newspapers of general circulation in the city of New York. Copies 
of such code shall also be sent to each candidate, political party, 
political committee and boards of elections upon request. 

3. The state board of elections, on its own initiative, or upon 
complaint or otherwise, may investigate any alleged violation of 
the fair campaign code and, in appropriate cases, may apply for 
an order, as provided in this article. 

4. In addition to any other civil or criminal penalty which may 
be provided for by law, the state board may impose a civil penalty, 
not to exceed one thousand dollars, upon any person found by the 
board, after a hearing, to have violated any of the provisions of 
such code. 

5. Any such finding by the board may only be had after a 
hearing conducted by it upon reasonable written notice, as the 
board may determine, to such person and affording such person 
a reasonable opportunity to be heard and present and examine 
witnesses thereat. 

§ 3-107. Powers and duties of the state board of elections 
respecting elections and crimes against the elective fran
chiae. Authority is hereby conferred upon the state board of 
elections to appoint a special investigator to take charge of the 
investigation of cases arising under the election law, and to appoint 
such additional special investigators and employees as it may deem 
necessary, and fix their compensation, within the limits of ap
propriation available therefor, and assign them to any election 
district or districts for the purpose of enforcing the provisions of 
the election law. Moneys appropriated for carrying out the pro
visions of this section shall be paid out of the state treasury on 
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the audit and warrant of the comptroller upon the certificate of 
the state board. 

Such special investigators shall, when directed by the state board 
of elections, investigate qualifications of persons to register or vote 
and violations of the election law. Any such special investigator 
may: 

1. Visit and inspect any house, dwelling, building, inn, lodging
house, boarding-house, rooming-house, or hotel and interrogate 
any inmate, house-dweller, keeper, caretaker, owner, proprietor or 
landlord thereof or therein, as to any person or persons residing 
or claiming to reside therein or thereat. 

2. Inspect and copy any books, records, papers or documents 
relating to or affecting the election or the registration of voters, 
or require the board or officer in charge thereof to furnish a copy 
of any such record, paper or document without charge. 

3. Require any lodging-house, boarding-house or rooming-house 
keeper, landlord or proprietor to exhibit his register of the lodgers 
therein at any time to such special investigator. 

4. Procure warrants of arrest and cause to be taken into custody 
the person or persons named in such process. 

5. Go within the guard-rail at any polling place at any election. 
Any such special investigator also shall have all of the powers 

of a peace officer as set forth in section 2.20 of the criminal 
procedure law, for the purpose of enforcing the provisions of this 
chapter. 

Any person who neglects or refuses to furnish any information 
required by the election law or authorized herein, or to exhibit 
records, papers or documents herein authorized to be inspected or 
which are required to be exhibited, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor. 

The state board or any of its special investigators shall have 
power to issue subpoenas or subpoenas duces tecum, administer 
oaths and examine witnesses under oath, for the purpose of in
vestigating any matter within the jurisdiction herein prescribed 
for the purpose of aiding the state board in enforcing the provisions 
of the election law. Such subpeonas shall be issued in the name 
of the state board of elections. Such subpoenas may be served by 
any special investigator or by any police officer or peace officer 
who is acting pursuant to his special duties. 

Any person who shall omit, neglect or refuse to obey a subpoena 
attested in the name of the state board of elections or who shall 
refuse to testify under or in pursuance thereof shall be guilty of 
a misdemeanor. 

Any such special investigator may call upon any member of the 
police, sheriff, deputy sheriff, constable or other public officer, or 
any person, to assist him in carrying out the provisions of this 
section. Any such officer or person who shall fail to render the 
assistance so demanded or who shall wilfully hinder or delay such 
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special investigator in the exercise of any power or the performance 
of any duty shall be guilty of a misdemeanor. 

§ 3-108. Disaster: additional day for voting. 1. A county 
board of elections, or the state board of elections with respect to 
an election conducted in a district in the jurisdiction of more than 
one county board of elections, may determine that, as the direct 
consequence of a fire, earthquake, tornado, explosion, power failure, 
act of sabotage, enemy attack or other disaster, less than twenty
five per centum of the registered voters of any city, town or village, 
or if the city of New York, or any county therein, actually voted 
in any general election. Such a determination by a county board 
of elections shall be subject to approval by the state board of 
elections. If the state board of elections makes such a determi
nation, it shall notify the board of elections having jurisdiction 
in that county that an additional day of election shall be held, 
which notice shall show; the nature of the disaster; the county, 
city, town or village affected thereby; the number of persons duly 
registered to vote therein at such general election; and the numher 
of persons who voted therein at such general election. 

2. The county board of elections shall thereafter set a date for 
an additional day for voting in the county, city, town or village 
affected by the statement, which shall not be more than twenty 
days after the original date of the general election and shall 
determine the hours during which the polls shall remain open on 
such additional day for voting; provided, however, that in any 
event the polls shall remain open for not less than eleven hours. 
The county board of elections shall publish notice thereof not less 
than twice in each week preceding the date for the additional day 
for voting, in newspapers as designated in this chapter, and shall 
notify all registered voters by mail. Such notice shall also direct 
attention to any change of polling places and shall contain such 
other and additional information as in the judgment of the board 
of elections shall be necessary and proper. 

3. Official ballots shall be provided at public expense at each 
polling place for such additional day of election. In any election 
district in which voting machines were used upon the original day 
of voting, they shall be used for the additional day for voting. 
The original seal on such machines shall not be removed nor shall 
the machines be unlocked until the opening of the polls on the 
additional day for voting and the board of elections shall provide 
an additional seal to be used as soon as the polls are closed on 
such day. 

4. Only those persons duly registered to vote upon the original 
date of the general election who did not vote on such date shall 
be entitled to vote on the additional day for voting. Voting on 
the additional day provided for in this section shall be accomplished 
solely by physically appearing at the polling place and nothing 
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contained in this section shall be construed to extend the time 
set by law for casting or canvassing a military, absentee or special 
presidential ballot; provided, however, that nothing contained herein 
shall be deemed to invalidate any absentee, military or special 
presidential ballot duly received on the original date of the general 
election. 

§ 3-110. Time allowed employees to vote. 1. If a registered 
voter does not have sufficient time outside of his working hours, 
within which to vote at any election, he may, without loss of pay 
for up to two hours, take off so much working time as will, when 
added to his voting time outside his working hours, enable him 
to vote. 

2. If an employee has four consecutive hours either between the 
opening of the polls and the beginning of his working shift, or 
between the end of his working shift and the closing of the polls, 
he shall be deemed to have sufficient time outside his working 
hours within which to vote. If he has less than four consecutive 
hours he may take off so much working time as will when added 
to his voting time outside his working hours enable him to vote, 
but not more than two hours of which shall be without loss of 
pay, provided that he shall be allowed time off for voting only at 
the beginning or end of his working shift, as the employer may 
designate, unless otherwsie mutually agreed. 

3. If the employee requires working time off to vote he shall 
notify his employer not more than ten nor less than two working 
days before the day of the election that he requires time off to 
vote in accordance with the provisions of this section. 

4. Not less than ten working days before every election, every 
employer shall post conspicuously in the place of work where it 
can be seen as employees come or go to their place of work, a 
notice setting for the provisions of this section. Such notice shall 
be kept posted until the close of the polls on election day. 

TITLE II 
BOARD OF ELECTIONS 

Section 3-200. Boards of elections; creation, qualifications of 
commissioners, removal. 

3-202. Election commissioners; term of office. 
3-204. Election commissioners; appointment. 
3-208. Election commissioners; salaries. 
3-210. Election commissioners; certificate of appoint

ment, filing of. 
3-212. Boards of elections; organization, proceedings, 

reports and records. 
3-214. Board of elections; general office and branches, 

hours. 
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3-216. Boards of elections; assistance to, records to be 
furnished it. 

3-218. Subpoenas; power to issue by boards of elections. 
3-220. Records and photostats; preservation and sale. 
3-222. Preservation of ballots and records of voting ma-

chines. 
3-224. Voting machines; use of by other than the board 

of elections. 

§ 3-200. Boards of elections; creation, qualifications of 
commissioners, removal. 1. There shall be a board of elections 
in each county of the state and in the city of New York for the 
five counties thereof. 

2. Each board shall consist of two election commissioners, except 
that the county legislative body of a county having a population 
of more than one hundred and twenty thousand may, by local 
law, increase the number of commissioners to four, to be appointed 
as provided in this title. Each of the major political parties shall 
he eligible to recommend appointment of an equal number of 
commissioners. 

3. In the city of New York the board shall consist of ten 
commissioners of election who shall be registered voters in the 
county for which they are appointed and they shall be appointed 
by the city council of the city of New York. Not more than two 
commissioners shall be registered voters of the same county. 

4. No person shall be appointed as election commissioner or 
continue to hold office who is not a registered voter in the county 
and not an enrolled member of the party recommending his ap
pointment, or who holds any other public office, except that of 
commissioner of deeds, notary public, village officer, city or town 
justice, or trustee or officer of a school district outside of a city. 

6. An election commissioner shall not be a candidate for any 
elective office which he would not be entitled to hold under the 
provisions of this article, unless he has ceased by resigDation or 
otherwise, to be commissioner prior to his nomination or desig
nation therefor. Otherwise ·such nomination or designation shall 
be null and void. . 

7. An election commissioner may be removed from office by the 
governor for cause in the same manner as a sheriff. Any vacancy 
so resulting shall be filled in a manner prescribed by this article 
for filling vacancies. 

[Subd. 5 REPEALED by chap. 296. Laws of 1984.) 

§ 3-202. Election commissioners; term of office. 1. The 
term of office of an election commissioner shall be two years 
beginning January first of each odd numbered year except that in 
the city of New York and the county of Schenectady the term 
shall he four years beginning on January first of each alternate 
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odd numbered year. The county legislative body of any other 
county may determine that the commissioners of elections there· 
after appointed shall serve for a term of four years. Such deter
mination may be rescinded by a subsequent action of the county 
legislative body which shall take effect at the expiration of the 
terms of the commissioners then in office. 

2. The local legislative body may, at any time, determine that 
the terms of office for commissioners shall be staggered and may 
make subsequent appointments so as to provide for staggered terms 
of office thereafter. 

§ 3-204. Election commissioners; appointment. 1. At least 
thirty days before the first day of January of any year in which 
a commissioner of elections is to be appointed, the chairman or 
secretary of the appropriate party county committee shall file a 
certificate of party recommendation with the clerk of the appro
priate local legislative body. 

2. Party recommendations for election commissioner shall be 
made by a majority vote of the county committee. 

3. The certificate filed shall be in such form and contain such 
information as shall be prescribed by the state board of elections. 

4. Commissioners of election shall be appointed by the county 
legislative body, or in the city of New York, by the city council. 
Provided, however, that if a legislative body shall fail to appoint 
any person recommended by a party for appointment as a com
missioner pursuant to this section, within thirty days after the 
filing of a certificate of recommendation with such legislative body, 
then the members of such legislative body who are members of 
the political party which filed such certificate may appoint such 
person. If none of the persons named in any of the certificates 
filed by a party are so appointed within sixty days after the filing 
of any such certificate, then such party may file another certificate 
within thirty days after the expiration of any such sixty day period 
recommending a different person for such appointment. If a party 
fails to file a certificate within the time prescribed by this section, 
the members of the legislative body who are members of such 
party may appoint any eligible person to such office. 

5. If at any time a vacancy occurs in the office of any election 
commisaioner other than by expiration of term of office, such 
vacancy shall be filled as herein provided for the regular appoint
ment of a commissioner except that a person who fills a vacancy 
shall hold such office during the remainder of the term of the 
commisaioner in whose place he shall serve. 

§ 3-208. Election commissioners; salaries. Each election 
commissioner in the same county shall receive an equal salary. 
The salary shall be an annual salary to be fixed by the county 
legislative body except that each commissioner of elections in the 
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city of New York shall receive the sum of one hundred dollars 
for each day's attendance at meetings of the board or any of its 
committees, not to exceed ten thousand dollars a year. 

§ 3-210. Election commissioners; certificate of appoint
ment. filing of. The certificate of appointment of an election 
commissioner shall be filed in the office of the clerk of the county 
where the commissioner resides and the clerk shall immediately 
notify the state board of elections of the appointment. 

§ 3-212. Boards of elections; organization, proceedings. 
reports and records. 1. The election commissioners, at their 
first meeting after the first day of January of each year, shall 
organize as a board, electing one of their number as president, 
and one as secretary, and if there is a deadlock, the members shall 
draw lots for such places. The president and secretary shall not 
belong to the same party. 

2. All actions of the board shall require a majority vote of the 
commissioners prescribed by law for such board. 

3. The records of the board, and all papers and books filed in 
its office are public records. Minutes of all meetings shall show 
how each commissioner voted upon any resolution or motion. The 
board shall keep a record of its proceedings, of the number of 
voters registered and enrolled with each party for that year in 
each political subdivision or part thereof, data relating to the 
expenses connected with registration, enrollments and elections 
within the county or city and such other information relating to 
elections as this chapter or the state board of elections may 
prescribe. 

4. (a) Each board of elections shall make an annual report of 
its affairs and proceedings to its local legislative body once every 
twelve months and no later than the last day of January in any 
year. A copy of said annual report shall be filed with the state 
board of elections. 

(b) Said annual report, as required by paragraph (a) of this 
subdivision, shall include a detailed description of existing pro
grams designed to enhance voter registration. Such report shall 
include a voter registration action plan which details the various 
activities and programs of each board, including a description of 
those steps which shall be taken in the future to increase regis
tration opportunities, especially for these identifiable groups of per
sons historicaUy underrepresented on the rolls of registered voters; 
and coordinate voter education programs with school districts, 
colleges and universities within the board's jurisdiction including 
voter registration of qualified applicants and instructional or ex-

[Matter in italics is new.] 
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tracurricular activities promoting participation in the electoral 
process. 

(1) Each voter registration action plan shall provide for the 
designation by the board of a registration activities coordinator. 
Such designee shall be responsible for initiating contact with each 
school district, college and university within the area served by 
the board to request that such school district, college and university 
designate an administrative liaison who, together with the regis
tration activities coordinator, shall plan, prepare and implement 
voter education and registration programs to enhance electoral 
participation. The state board of elections shall promulgate rules 
and regulations providing guidelines for county board of election 
assistance to school districts, colleges and universities in the es
tablishment of electoral participation programs. 

(2) Each voter registration action plan shall set forth existing 
activities and planned programs designed to insure compliance 
with the requirements of subdivision two of section 5-210 of this 
chapter regarding the distribution of registration application forms. 

(3) The state board of elections shall review the voter registra
tion action plan submitted by each board of elections and assist 
in the development and implementation of local registration out
reach services and activities. 

5. The board of elections of the city of New York, upon the 
affirmative vote of six commissioners, may adopt rules authorizing 
a number of commissioners less than the total membership of the 
board to act on behalf of the board on matters required to be 
performed by boards of election pursuant to the provisions of this 
chapter, provided that such number shall be comprised of com
missioners representing equally the two political parties entitled 
to representation on the board. 

[Subd. 4 amended by chap. 79. Laws of 1992.) 

§ 3-214. Board of elections; general office and branches, 
hours. 1. The board of elections in the city of New York shall 
maintain an office in the borough of Manhattan, which shall be 
the headquarters of such board, and an office in each borough of 
the city. Elsewhere, in each county, the county legislative body 
shall provide the board of elections for such county with proper 
and suitable offices. 

2. Any board of elections may establish as many fixed branch 
offices as it deems necessary. 

3. Each office shall be open at least every business day during 
usual business hours, except that each central board office shall 
be open for the receipt of papers at least between the hours of 
nine A.M. and five P.M. on the last day on which a paper may 
be filed with it and on such other days and hours as may be 

[Matter in italics is new.] 
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required herein. In each of the two calendar weeks before each 
general election, each office shall remain open on at least two 
business days until at least seven P.M. and on Saturdays from 
not later than nine A.M. until at least noon. In the city of New 
York, each office shall also remain open on the Sunday before the 
general election from not later than ten A.M. until at least one 
P.M. 

§ 3-216. Boards of elections; assistance to, records to be 
furnished it. 1. Any law enforcement agency whenever called 
upon by a board of elections, shall assist in the investigation of 
registrations and render all other practicable assistance in the 
enforcement of this chapter. The officer in charge shall detail to 
the service of the board of elections, upon its written request, 
such members or employees of the agency as may be necessary. 

2. Every public officer shall be required to furnish to the board 
of elections, without charge, such copies of the official records in 
his custody, certified by him, as the board may require and as are 
appropriste and necessary for the performance of its duties. 

§ 3-218. Subpoenas; power to issue by boards of elec
tions. 1. The board of elections and any of the commissioners 
thereof may require any person to appear and attend before the 
board or a commissioner at an office of the board and be examined 
by the board or a commissioner as to any matter in relation to 
which the board is charged with a duty under this chapter, or in 
relation to violations of the elective franchise, and subpoenas may 
issue therefor. 

2. When an oath is required or permitted by this chapter, any 
commissioner, or an employee of the board designated in writing 
by it, may administer such oath. 

§ 3-220. Records and photostats; preservation and 
sale. 1. All registration records, certificates, lists, and inventories 
referred to in, or required by, this chapter shall be public records 
and open to public inspection under the inunediate supervision of 
the board of elections or its employees and subject to such rea
sonable regulations as such board may impose. No such records 
shall be handled at any time by any person other than a member 
of a registration board or board of inspectors of elections or board 
of elections except as provided by rules imposed by the board of 
elections. 

2. The central file registration records shall be kept in locked 
filing cabinets in the office of the board of elections or, in the 
appropriste branch offices of the board of elections. Such records 
shall be taken from such file and handled only where necessary 
to make entries thereon or take other action in connection there
with as required by this article. The board of elections may cause 
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to be made, photostatic copy or copies of the registration poll 
records of registered voters in any election district and shall cause 
such photostatic copies to be placed in one or more ledgers in the 
same manner and in the same order as the original registration 
poll records appear in the ledger or ledgers containing the regis
tration poll records for such election district. Such photostatic 
records shall be open to public inspection, in lieu of the original 
registration records. 

3. Registration records which have been mutilated or voided or 
which, following the refusal of a board taking registrations to 
permit an applicant to register, have been marked "Refused" shall 
be retained by the board of elections for at least one year. Upon 
destruction of any such records the board shall keep a file of the 
serial numbers of the records so destroyed. Reports of deaths shall 
be retained by the board of elections for four years. In January 
of each year, the board of elections may remove from its files and 
may destroy the check cards of persons whose registrations were 
cancelled more than four years previously. 

4. Subsequent to the expiration of ten years after the receipt 
thereof or, in the case of registration records, subsequent to the 
expiration of two years after cancellation of the registration to 
which they relate, the board of elections, in lieu of preserving any 
of the records as hereinbefore provided, may preserve photostatic, 
microphotographic or photographic film copies thereof, and may 
destroy the original records and is authorized to do so in accordance 
with the provisions of article thirteen of the state finance law. If 
the board of elections maintains a computer readable registration 
record for each registered voter, which includes a copy of the entire 
registration poll record or application for registration of each such 
voter, the original poll record or application for registration may, 
with the permission of the state board of elections, be so destroyed 
subsequent ta the expiration of two years after such copy is entered 
in the computer readable record. If such copies in the computer 
readable record do not include the bocks of those registration poll 
records which hove been used at one or more elections, then aU 
such poll records which have been used at one or more elections 
may, with the permission of the state board of elections, be so 
destroyed subsequent to the expiration of two years after such copy 
is entered in the computer readable record, or subsequent to the 
expiration of four years after the last election at which such poll 
record was used, whichever is Inter. 

5. Any such photostatic, microphotographic or photographic film 
copy made pursuant to this section or any such computer readable 
record shall be deemed to be an original record for all purposes 
and, when satisfactorily identified, may be introduced in evidence 
in any judicial or administrative proceeding. An en1argement, fac-

[Matter in italics is new.] 
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simile or certified copy thereof shall, for all purposes, be deemed 
to be an enlargement, facsimile or certified copy of the original 
record and may likewise be introduced in evidence if the film copy 
or the computer readable record is in existence and available for 
inspection under direction of the court or administrative agency. 
The introduction in evidence of a film copy or a copy of a computer 
readable record, or an enlargement, facsimile or certified copy 
thereof, shall not preclude introduction of the original record. 

6. All petitions, certificates, objections or papers filed or de
posited with a board or officer before an election or primary and 
relating to designations or nominations, and all registers, books, 
statements, returns or papers so filed or deposited after registration, 
enrollment, election or primary at which they were used or to 
which they relate, not including, however, the voted, unused, 
protested, void or wholly blank ballots, shall be preserved by such 
board or officer for at least one year after the receipt thereof and 
until the determination of any action or proceeding touching the 
same or in which they are ordered to be preserved pending the 
action or proceeding and at the expiration of such time they may 
be either destroyed or sold. Lists of registered voters with computer 
generated facsimile signatures used in lieu of registration poll 
records at any election shall be preserved until the end of the 
fourth calendsr year after the year of such election. In all juris
dictions, the original statements of results made by the state board 
of canvassers or a county or city board of canvassers and any 
original record specifying the name of a person declared to have 
been elected to a public office shall not be destroyed or sold but 
shall be preserved, as part of the records of such board or officer, 
until otherwise provided by law. 

6-a. During the period prescribed by subdivision six of this 
section, no petition shall be removed from the office of the board 
of elections for copying or any other purpose except while in the 
custody, or under the supervision of a member or employee of 
such board or pursuant to court order. 

7. Upon the sale of any property authorized by this section to 
be destroyed or sold, the proceeds shall be paid over as follows: 
If sold by the board of elections, the proceeds shall be paid into 
the county treasury, or, in the city of New York, into the city 
treasury. If sold by the clerk of a city, town or village, the proceeds 
shall be paid to its fiscal officer for its benefit. Proceeds of the 
sale of any such property in the office of the state board of elections 
shall be paid over as provided by law with respect to other state 
moneys in the hands of a state officer. 

[Subds. 4 and 5 amended by cbep. 389, Laws of 1992.] 

§ 3-222. Preservation of ballots and records of voting 
machines. 1. Except as hereinafter provided, voting machines 

[Matter in italics is new.] 
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shall remain locked against voting for a period of thirty days or 
until fifteen days before the next election, if such machines are 
needed for use at such next election. Provided however that a 
machine may be unlocked if a discrepancy discovered in the 
recanvass of voting machines required by this chapter makes it 
necessary to examine the machine to determine if it has mal
functioned and provided further that a machine may be opened 
and all the data and figures therein examined upon the order of 
any court or judge of competent jurisdiction or may be opened by 
direction of a committee of the senate or assembly to investigate 
and report upon contested elections of members of the legislature 
voted for by the use of such machine and such data and such 
figures examined by such committee in the presence of the officer 
having the custody of such machine. 

2. Write-in ballots shall be preserved for six months after such 
election and the packages thereof may be opened and the contents 
examined only upon order of a court or judge of competent ju
risdiction, or by direction of such committee of the senate and 
assembly if the ballots relate to the election under investigation 
by such committee, and at the expiration of such time, such ballots 
may be disposed of at the discretion of the officer or board having 
charge of them. 

3. Except as hereinafter provided, packages of protested, void 
and wholly blank ballots, packages of unused ballots and all ab
sentee and military, special federal, special presidential and emer
gency ballots and ballot envelopes, if any, opened or unopened, 
shall be preserved for six months after the election. Except as 
hereinafter provided, boxes containing voted paper ballots shall be 
preserved inviolate for four months after the election, or until one 
month before the next election occurring within five months after 
a preceding election if such boxes are needed for use at such next 
election and if the officer or board in charge of such voted paper 
ballots is required by law to furnish ballot boxes therefor. Provided, 
however, that such ballot boxes and such packages may be opened, 
and their contents and the absentee and military, special federal, 
special presidential and emergency ballots and ballot envelopes 
may be examined, upon the order of any court or justice of 
competent jurisdiction. Boxes and envelopes containing absentee, 
military and emergency ballots voted at a general or special election, 
for the office of member of the senate or assembly, packages of 
void, protested and wholly blank ballots, unopened absentee and 
military ballot envelopes and the packages of unused ballots, in 
connection with such election, also may be opened, and their 
contents and such envelopes also may be examined, by direction 
of a committee of the senate or assembly to investigate and report 
on contested elections of members of the legislature. Unless other
wise ordered or directed by such a court, justice or committee, 
such boxes shall be opened and their contents· and such packages 
and the envelopes containing voted ballots and ballot envelopes 
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shall be destroyed, at the expiration of the period during which 
they are required by the provisions of this section to be preserved, 
except that instead of being destroyed, they may be sold and the 
proceeds paid over in the manner provided with respect to the 
sale of books, records and papers pertaining to an election. 

4. The results of the annual test of each voting machine of a 
type approved after September first, nineteen hundred eighty-six, 
which is required by this chapter, shall be preserved until the 
results of the next annual test of each such machine are available 
for examination. 

5. All records and documents pertaining to ballot label pro
gramming and ballot label programming dats for any election for 
any voting machine of a type approved after September first, 
nineteen hundred eighty-six and all records pertaining to the testing 
of any such programming and programming data or the testing 
of any such machine in connection with any such election shall 
be preserved for thirty days after such election. 

§ 3-224. Voting machines; use of by other than the board 
of elections. The board of elections or the local legislative body 
of a city or town, may permit towns, viUages, school districts, fire, 
water, sanitation, police and other special districts within the 
county to use voting machines and other equipment owned by it 
and used for the conduct of elections or for educational and 
instructional purposes, upon such rental and other terms and 
conditions as shall be fixed by it. Such board or body may similarly 
permit the use of such machines by associations and organizations 
for the conduct of elections where it judges the use of such machines 
for elections conducted by such associations and organizations wiU 
be in the public interest. 

TITLE III 

ELECTION PERSONNEL 

Section 3-300. Board employees; appointment. 
3-302. Voting maching technicians and custodians; ap· 

pointment, duties. 

Section 3-300. Board employees; appointment. Every board 
of elections shall appoint, and at its pleasure remove, clerks, voting 
machine technicians, custodians and other employees, fix their 
number, prescribe their duties, fix their titles and rank and es
tablish their salaries within the amounts appropriated therefor by 
the local legislative body and shall secure in the appointment of 
employees of the board of elections equal representation of the 
major political parties. Every commissioner in each board of elec
tions except for commissioners of the board of elections of the 
city of New York, may appoint and at pleasure remove a deputy, 
establish his title and prescribe his duties. In the city of New 

30 



Art. 3 ELECTION OFFICIALS § 3-302 

York, the board of elections shall appoint an executive director 
and a deputy executive director whose duties it shall be to supervise 
the operations of the board of elections under the supervision of 
such board. 

§ 3-302. Voting machine technicians and custodians; ap
pointment. duties. 1. The board of elections shall appoint as 
many voting machine technicians and voting machine custodians 
as shall be necessary for the proper preparation and repair of 
voting machines. Voting machine technicians may be full time 
employees of the board of elections and may also serve as voting 
machine custodians as hereinafter provided. 

2. The voting machine technicians shall, under the direction of 
the board of elections supervise the preparation of the voting 
machines. They shall inspect voting machines to insure that they 
are in proper repair and working order and shall notify the board 
of elections and the appropriate town or city clerk of the repairs 
found to be needed on any machine. They shall have the authority 
to recommend the rejection of a machine to the board of elections 
as not in suitable mechanical condition for use in an election. 
They shall perform all other duties as required by the board of 
elections. 

3. The board of elections shall, before the fifteenth day of 
January of each year, appoint as many custodians of voting rna· 
chines as may be necessary for the proper preparation of the 
machines. The custodian shall, under the direction of the board 
of elections, have charge of and represent the board of elections 
during the preparation of the voting machines and serve at the 
pleasure of the board of elections. 

4. The board of elections shall as often as necessary provide a 
course of training and education on the preparation, use, main
tenance and repair of the voting machine. Attendance at such 
course shall be required of all voting machine technicians who 
have not previously completed such a course satisfactorily. 

5. Any person who fails to satisfactorily complete such a course 
shall not be permitted to serve as a voting machine technician. 

6. Voting machine custodians shall be paid for their services an 
amount fixed by the board of elections, which amount shall, 
however, be approved by the governing body of the municipality 
requiring their services and shall be payable by the respective 
municipality requiring their services. 

7. Salaries of voting machine technicians shall be fixed by the 
board of elections as provided herein and provided further that 
the salaries for each technician may vary dependent on the number 
of machines to be serviced, other duties assigned and such other 
factors as the board may consider relevant. 
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TITLE IV 

ELECTION INSPECTORS AND POLL CLERKS 

Section 3-400. Election inspectors and poll clerks; provision for. 
3-401. Election coordinators; provision for. 
3-402. Election inspectors and poll clerks; authority. 
3-404. Election inspectors and poll clerks; designation. 
3-406. Election inspectors and poll clerks; additional. 
3-408. Election inspectors and clerks; additional clerks 

to count absentee ballots. 
3-410. Election inspectors and poll clerks; certification. 
3-412. Election inspectors and poll clerks; training. 
3-414. Election inspectors and poll clerks; oath of office, 

certificate of appointment. 
3-416. Election inspectors, poll clerks and election co· 

ordinators; removal. 
3-418. Election inspectors and poll clerks; emergency 

provisions for filling vacancies or absences. 
3-420. Election inspectors, poll clerks and election co· 

ordinators; compensation. 

§ 3-400. Election inspectors and poll clerks; provIsion 
for. 1. There shall be for each election district of the state four 
election inspectors. 

2. At every general election in each election district where two 
voting machines are used, there shall be two clerks in addition to 
the four inspectors of election, except that in an election district 
located in a town, where one voting machine is used, the town 
board may direct the board of elections to appoint not more than 
two clerks in such district if in the discretion of such board the 
service of such clerk or clerks is reasonably necessary for the 
proper conduct of the election. In each election district where 
paper ballots, in addition to one voting machine, are used at a 
general election, there shall be two clerks in addition to the four 
inspectors of election. In each election district where paper ballots, 
in addition to more than one voting machine are used at a general 
election there shall be four clerks in addition to the four inspectors. 
The duties of such clerks shall be such as shall be prescribed by 
the board of elections and they shall serve at the general election 
only. When deemed necessary in any election or primary, the board 
of election may require additional poll clerks to be designated in 
any election district. 

3. Appointments to the offices of election inspector or poll clerk 
in each election district, shall be equally divided between the major 
political parties. 

4. Before entering on their duties, the election inspectors of 
each election district outside the city of New York shall appoint 
one of their number chairman, to serve as such during his term 
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of office. If a majority shall not agree upon such an appointment, 
they shall draw lots for that position. 

5. In the city of New York in each odd numbered election 
district a chairman shall be designated who shall be an inspector 
named by the political party which polled the highest number of 
votes for governor at the last preceding election for such officer 
and in each even numbered election district a chairman shall be 
designated who shall be an inspector named by the political party 
which polled the second highest number of votes for governor at 
the last preceding election for such officer. 

6. No person shall be certified or act as an election inspector 
or poll clerk who is not a registered voter and a resident of the 
county in which he serves, or within the city of New York, of 
such city, who holds any elective public office, or who is a candidate 
for any public office to be voted for by the voters of the district 
in which he is to serve, or who is not able to speak and read the 
English language and write it legibly. 

§ 3-401. Election coordinators; provision for. 1. The board 
of elections of each county and in the city of New York, the board 
of elections of the city of New York, may, in its discretion, appoint 
persons to perform election day duties including directing voters 
to their proper polling place, assist election inspectors and poll 
clerks in the performance of their duties, and such other duties 
as may be assigned to them by the board of elections. Such persons 
shall be designated as election coordinators. 

2. All election coordinators shall be trained in the manner 
prescribed by this article for election inspectors and poll clerks. 
Election coordinators shall be appointed by the board of elections. 
The appointment of election coordinators shall be equally divided 
between the two major political parties. 

3. The board of elections of each county appointing election 
coordinators and in the city of New York, the board of elections 
of the city of New York, may, in its discretion, prescribe training 
in addition to that required by this article. 

4. Any county board of elections appointing election coordinators 
and in the city of New York, the board of elections of the city 
of New York, shall prepare a report detailing assignments and 
duties to be delegated to election coordinators. Said report shall 
be filed with the state board of elections no later than one month 
prior to the election at which election coordinators are to be 
assigned. 

§ 3-402. Election inspectors and poll clerks; author
ity. 1. Election inspectors, in performing their duties, shall act 
as a board and a majority vote thereof shall be required to decide 
all questions. If, however, any inspector or inspectors shall be 
temporarily absent for a portion of the meeting, the inspectors 
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present shall have and may exercise any power or perform any 
duty conferred or imposed upon a board of inspectors, provided 
that they are not all members of the same political party. 

2. Wherever an oath is provided for at any meeting of the board 
of inspectors, any inspector may administer it. 

3. The board of inspectors, and each member thereof, shall 
preserve good order within and around the polling place or place 
of registration, and shall keep access thereto unobstructed. The 
board of inspectors, or any member thereof, by order in writing 
may direct the arrest of any person who refuses to obey the lawful 
commands of the inspectors or who is guilty of disorderly conduct 
disturbing their proceedings or violating or attempting to violate 
any of the provisions of this chapter. Any peace officer, acting 
pursuant to his special duties, or police officer shall, when requested 
by the board or a member thereof, execute such order forthwith. 

4. All election inspectors shall perform their duties as required 
by the election law, and in accordance with the directions and 
instructions given them by the board of elections. 

§ 3-404. Election inspectors and poll clerks; designa
tion. 1. The board of elections of each county shall on or before 
the fifteenth day of July of each year select and appoint election 
inspectors and poll clerks for each election district therein and 
such number of election coordinators as it determines to be nec
essary, and may thereafter select and designate election inspectors, 
poll clerks and election coordinators to fill any vacancy for an 
unexpired term. The term of such designation shall be for a term 
ending on the fourteenth day of July of the following year. If the 
election districte for a general or special village election conducted 
by the board of elections are coterminous with the election districte 
esteblished for general elections, such election inspectors and poll 
clerks shall also serve at such village elections. If the election 
districte for such a village election are not so coterminous, the 
board of elections shall select the inspectors and poll clerks to 
serve in each such village election district from among the in
spectors and poll clerks appointed, pursuant to the provisions of 
this section, for any election district wholly or partly in such 
village_ 

2. Each political party entitled to representetion on any board 
of elections may, not later than the first day of May in each year, 
file with the appropriate board of elections, an original list of 
persons recommended to serve. Supplemental liste may be filed at 
the same time and at any time before the designation is made 
and certified or when a vacancy existe. All designations shall be 
made first from those named in the original list filed if those 
designated are found qualified. 

3. Such liste shall be authenticated and filed by the chairman, 
or, under his direction by the secretary, of the county committee 
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of the party, except that in cities other than the city of New 
York, if there is a general city committee of such party, such list 
shall be filed by the chairman or secretary of such city committee. 

4. Appointment of election inspectors, poll clerks and election 
coordinators shall be made by boards of elections. 

5. If a political party shall fail to submit a list or the list shall 
be exhausted, the board of elections shall request from the ap
propriate political party an original or supplemental list. If after 
ten days no list is filed by that party, the board of elections may 
appoint qualified persons, enrolled members of the political party 
in default, to act as election inspectors, poll clerks or election 
coordinators. 

6. If election districts are altered or new districts created, the 
board of elections shall have the power to transfer election in
spectors and poll clerks in such districts; and if vacancies exist 
as a result of such action, those vacancies shall be filled in the 
manner provided by this section. 

7. Election officers shall be appointed from the lists submitted, 
by those members of the board who represent the political party 
which submitted such lists. If such list is not furnished, the 
members of the board who represent the political party in default, 
shall designate the persons to be appointed as election officers. 

§ 3-406. Election inspectors and poll clerks; addi
tional. 1. Each board of elections shall establish a list of persons 
duly qualified to serve as election inspectors, which list shall be 
known as the "Additional Inspector List", in such number of 
persons as the board shall determine. Such a list shall be equally 
divided between the major political parties. Appointments under 
this section shall be made in the manner provided for the ap
pointment of regular election inspectors and for a like term. 

2. Any person serving as an additional inspector of elections 
may, at the direction of the board of elections, be assigned to any 
election district or transferred from one election district to another 
after he has entered upon the performance of his duties on a day 
of registration or election. 

3. Any person designated to the addition inspectors list shall 
meet the requirement for regular election inspectors and may be 
removed in the same manner as any election inspector. 

4. If the board of elections shall determine that a vacancy exists 
upon any board of inspectors or that any election inspector or 
poll clerk is absent, and that no qualified voter has been appointed 
pursuant to this chapter to act in place of such election inspector 
or poll clerk, or to relieve any qualified voter who has been so 
appointed, it shall forthwith direct a person appointed pursuant 
to this section to act in place of the absent election inspector or 
poll clerk or qualified voter so appointed until such absent election 
inspector or his appointed successor shall appear; provided, how-
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ever, that the additional election inspector so appointed shall be 
a designee of the same political party as the election inspector in 
whose place he shall act. The board of elections shall provide 
suitable identification for every additional election inspector to 
present to the chairman of the board before entering upon the 
duties of such office. 

5. Additional inspectors shall be paid by the county in which 
they serve in an amount fixed by the board of elections. 

§ 3-408. Election inspectors and clerks; additional clerks 
to count absentee ballots. Two additional clerks, to be ap
pointed in the same manner as the inspectors of election, may be 
appointed in any election district where absentee and military 
ballots have been mailed to twenty-five or more of its registrants. 
Such clerks shall be present at least one hour before the polls 
close and at the close of the polls shall canvass the absentee and 
military ballots. The clerks shall be divided between the major 
political parties. Such clerks shall be paid, by the town or city 
containing the election district for which they are appointed to 
serve, in an amount fixed by the town or city legislative body. 

§ 3-410. Election inspectors and poll clerks; certifica
tion. 1. Before a person designated as an election officer may 
enter upon his duties, he must be certified by the board of elections 
as provided herein. 

2. If an election officer fails to meet the requirements for cer
tification, the office shall be treated as vacant. 

§ 3-412. Election inspectors and poll clerks; train
ing_ 1. Each board of elections shall, at least once every year, 
conduct a school for the instruction of election inspectors, poll 
clerks and election coordinators who have not served previously 
or who have not attended this school within the past three years. 
They shall be given written notice stating the time and place at 
which such school or schools shall be held. 

2. Election inspectors, poll clerks and election coordinators shall 
be instructed concerning the election law, the taking of registra
tions, the use of voting machines, and their duties in connection 
therewith as soon as possible after their designation. 

3. Election inspectors, poll clerks and election coordinators as 
required herein shall, after their original designation, and at least 
once every three years thereafter, complete a course of instruction, 
and, before certification, pass an examination thereon. The state 
board of elections shall supply each board of elections with in
structional material to be used in the preparation for such ex
aminations and shall give each such board of elections uniform 
directions for the conduct of such examinations, which it shall be 
the duty of the board to follow. Every such board may utilize 
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additional materials selected by it in the course of instruction. No 
person taking such examination shall be permitted to know the 
questions or answers in advance or be given access to the answers 
during the examination. If such inspectors or clerks pass such 
examination, or if they are not required to attend the course of 
instruction, the board of elections shall certify the designated 
election inspector or poll clerk. 

4. The county board of elections shall within two weeks notify 
those who have passed the examination or who are excused from 
examination, that they are certified to serve. 

5. Each board of elections shall reproduce a booklet of instruc
tions for inspectors prepared by the state board of elections. A 
copy of such booklet shall be given to each inspector at the time 
such inspector attends the course of instruction. At least one copy 
of such booklet shall be included with the supplies sent to each 
election district for each election and day of local registration. 

§ 3-414. Election inspectors and poll clerks; oath of office. 
certificate of appointment. 1. Every person designated and 
certified as an election inspector shall, within ten days after notice 
of certification, take and subscribe the constitutional and statutory 
oath of office, which shall be administered by a commissioner of 
elections, or by any employee of the board of elections who shall 
be designated in writing to administer such oaths, or by the clerk 
of the city or town in which the election district for which such 
person is certified is located. Oaths of office shall be filed in the 
office of the board of elections. 

2. Every person so sworn shall receive a certificate of appoint
ment in such form as may be approved by the board under which 
he serves, and such form shall specify the capacity and the election 
district or districta, in which he is to serve and the date of the 
expiration of the term of office. 

§ 3-416. Election inspectors, poll clerks and election co
ordinators; removal. 1. Any election officer appointed pursuant 
to the provisions of this chapter, may be removed for cause by 
the board making the appointment. Unless such removal is for 
improper conduct, while such officer is actually on duty on the 
day of registration or election, it shall occur only after notice in 
writing to the officer to be removed. Such notice shall set forth 
clearly the reasons for his removal. Neglect to attend to the duties 
of the office shall be cause for the removal of any such officer. 

2. It shall be the duty of the board making the appointment of 
an election officer, to remove forthwith such officer without pre
ferring any charges and without notice to such officer, upon the 
written request of the official of the political party who certified 
the name of such election officer, or his successor. All such va
cancies so created shall be filled in the same manner as the original 
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appointment was made. Any election officer who shall at any time 
be appointed to fill a vacancy, shall have that fact stated in his 
certificate of appointment and shall hold office only during the 
unexpired term of his predecessor. 

3. Any election inspector, poll clerk or election coordinator who 
is removed from office for cause shall forfeit the compensation 
earned up to the time of such removal. 

4. An election inspector, poll clerk or election coordinator who 
is removed for cause shall be ineligible to again serve in such 
capacity; provided, however, that the board of elections may rehear 
the charges against such person at any time and it may determine 
that such person shall again be eligible for appointment if otherwise 
qualified. 

§ 3-418. Election inspectors and poll clerks; emergency 
provisions for filling vacancies or absences. 1. If, at the time 
of a meeting of inspectors, there shall be a vacancy, or if any 
inspector shall be absent, the inspector present who is the designee 
of the same party as the absent inspector shall appoint a qualified 
voter of the same city or town to act in place of the absent 
inspector. If, however, any inspectors shall be temporarily absent 
for a portion of the meeting, the inspectors present, provided that 
they are not all members of the same political party, shall have 
and may exercise any power or perform any duty conferred or 
imposed upon a board of inspectors. 

2. If at the time of any such meeting two inspectors who are 
members of the same party shall be absent, or their places shall 
be vacant, the poll clerk or poll clerks present, if any, of the same 
party shall act as inspectors and shall appoint qualified voters of 
the same city or town who are members of the same party as the 
absent inspectors, to act in plsce of such clerks. 

3. If at the time of any such meeting two inspectors and the 
poll clerk or clerks, if any, who are members of the same party 
shall be absent, or their pisces shall be vacant, the inspector or 
inspectors present, or in their absence the poll clerk or clerks 
present, if any, shall appoint qualified voters of the same city or 
town, who are members of the same party as such absent inspectors, 
to act as such inspectors and clerks, until the inspectors or clerks 
duly appointed by the original appointing authority, shall appear. 

4. If at the time of any such meeting, there shall be a vacancy 
in the office of poll clerk, or if a poll clerk shall be absent, the 
inspectors who are designees of the same party, or in their absence, 
any poll clerk of the same party who is present, shall appoint a 
qualified voter of the same city or town who is a member of the 
same party, to act in place of the absent poll clerk. 

5. Every person so appointed or named shall take the oath of 
office, which shall be administered by any person authorized to 
administer oaths or by one of the inspectors. 
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§ 3-420. Election inspectors, poll clerks and election co
ordinators; compensation. 1. Election inspectors, poll clerks, 
election coordinators and qualified voters appointed to act in place 
of an absent inspector, clerk or coordinator shall be paid for their 
services on the days of registration and election, by the town or 
city containing the election district in which they serve, in an 
amount fixed by the town or city legislative body, subject to such 
limitations as shall be prescribed or authorized by statute, except 
that in the city of New York the amount of such compensation 
shall be fixed by the mayor. Such inspectors, poll clerks, election 
coordinators and qualified voters at a general or special village 
election conducted by the board of elections shall be paid by such 
village in an amount fixed by the village board of trustees subject 
to any such limitations. 

2. An election inspector or poll clerk who attends a required 
training session shall be paid not less than five dollars for each 
meeting plus transportation expenses not to exceed the mileage 
allowance approved by the respective municipality for their per
manent employees, payable by the respective municipality in which 
they serve. 

3. The chairman of the board of inspectors of each election 
district shall, within twenty-four hours of any election or day of 
local registration, furnish to the board appointing such officers, if 
required by such board to do so, a certificate stating the days and 
hours of actual service of each member of such board, the names 
of the persons, if any, who served as clerks on an election day, 
the hours of their service, and the days on which the store, building 
or room hired for registration and election purposes was actually 
used for such purposes. 

4. If a person recommended and examined for appointment as 
election officer in a city, or examined therefor without recom
mendation in the absence of a party list, be found disqualified 
and be not appointed, as therein provided, and such person shall 
serve in the same calendar year as inspector at a registration or 
election or as clerk at an election, under a vacancy appointment, 
he shall receive no compensation for such services. 

TITLE V 

ALTERNATE PROVISIONS 

Section 3-500. Monroe county; board of elections, special pro
visions. 

3-502. Nassau county; board of elections, special pro
visions. 

3-504. Suffolk county; board of elections, special pro
visions. 

3-506. Boards of elections; additional powers. 
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§ 3-500. Monroe county; board of elections, special pro
visions •. 1. All the provisions of this article, when not incon
sistent with this section, shall apply to the county of Monroe. 

2. The board of elections of such county shall have and exercise 
the powers and duties under this chapter, not inconsistent with 
this section, of all other officers, boards or bodies in the county 
of Monroe who are charged with the conduct of elections and 
matters preliminary or relating thereto, except village elections 
conducted by the village and school, fire, ambulance and other 
special district elections. Such board of elections shall direct the 
purchase or lease of voting machines, of a kind authorized by law, 
which shall be selected by such board. All voting machines and 
aU appliances and equipment relating to or used in the conduct 
of elections shall be in the care, custody and control of the board 
of elections. Such board may cause all necessary repairs and 
alterations to be made and employ such help as may be necessary 
in making such repairs and in moving, setting up and caring for 
all election materials, equipment and appliances, including voting 
machines, in its custody. All supplies, equipment or election ap
pliances to be used or furnished by such board shall be purchased 
by the county purchasing agent. All expenses of such board of 
elections shall be certified, audited and paid as are other claims 
against the county, and all expenses connected with elections and 
matters preliminary or relating thereto, except compensation of 
inspectors and clerks of election and the rental of town polling 
places and except expenses or parts thereof to be apportioned 
pursuant to this chapter to a city or town and borne by it shall 
be a county charge. However, any city, town or village in such 
county, by its common council, town board or village trustees, 
may assume the payment of the cost of purchasing voting machines. 

3. The board of elections, upon creating, altering, or dividing 
any election district, shall file in the office of the board and of 
the proper city or town clerk, a certificate showing the boundsries 
of each district affected. 

4. The board of elections shall publish or post, as the case may 
be, all notices, lists and other materials relating to elections to 
which this section applies, and which are required by law to be 
published or posted in the county, or a political subdivision therein, 
except publications made by the state board of elections and village 
clerks. 

5. Lists of persons recommended to serve as inspectors of elec
tion and poll clerks in cities shall be filed by the chairman of the 
county committees of the political parties entitled to representation 
on the board of elections. 

§ 3-502. Nassau county; board of elections, special pro
visions. 1. All the provisions of this article, when not incon
sistent with this section, shall apply to the county of Nassau. 
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2. At least thirty days before the first day of January of any 
year in which a commissioner of elections is to be appointed, or 
within thirty days after a vacancy occurs in the office of com· 
missioner of elections, the chairman of the appropriate party county 
committee shall file with the clerk of the county legislative body 
a certificate naming the person whom he is recommending for 
appointment as such commissioner of elections. The certificate 
shall be in the form and contain the information prescribed by 
the state board of elections. 

3. The board of elections of such county shall have and exercise 
the powers and duties under this chapter, not inconsistent with 
this section, of all other officers, boards or bodies in the county 
of Nassau charged with the conduct of elections and matters 
relating thereto, except village elections conducted by the village 
and school, fire, ambulance and other special district elections. 
Such board of elections shall direct the purchase or lease of voting 
machines of a kind authorized by law and all appliances and 
equipment relating to or used in the conduct of elections which 
shall be selected by such board. All voting machines and all 
appliances and equipment relating to or used in the conduct of 
elections shall be in the care, custody and control of the board of 
elections. Such board may cause all necessary repairs and alter· 
ations to be made and employ such help as may be necessary in 
making such repairs and in moving, setting up and caring for all 
election materials, equipment and appliances, including voting 
machines. All supplies, equipment or election appliances to be 
used or furnished by such board shall be purchased by such board 
unless otherwise provided by ordinance of the local legislative 
body. All expenses of such board of elections shall be certified, 
audited and paid as are other claims against the county, and all 
expenses connected with elections and matters preliminary or 
relating thereto, including compensation of inspectors and clerks 
of election, shall be a county charge. 

4. The board of elections upon creating, altering or dividing any 
election district, shall file in the office of the board and of the 
proper city or town clerk, a certificate showing the boundaries of 
each district affected. 

5. All petitions and certificates of nomination or designation, 
or of declination thereof, for an election to which this section 
applies, and all statements of receipts and expenditures relating 
to such an election, required to be filed with any officer of Nassau 
county, or political subdivision therein shall be filed with the board 
of elections. 

6. The board of elections shall publish or post, as the case may 
be, all notices, lists and other materials, relating to elections to 
which this section applies, and that are required by law to be 
published or posted in the county, or a political subdivision therein, 
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except publications to be made by the state board of elections or 
village clerks. 

7. Lists of persons recommended to serve as inspectors of elec
tion and poll clerks in cities shall be filed by the chairman of the 
county committees of the political parties entitled to representation 
on the board of elections. 

8. Inspectors of election shaU be appointed for a term of two 
years, except that an inspector appointed to fill a vacancy, shall 
hold office only for the unexpired term of his predecessor. 

§ 3-504. Suffolk county; board of elections, special pro
visions. 1. All the provisions of this article, when not incon
sistent with this section, shaU apply to the county of Suffolk. 

2. At least thirty days before the first day of January of any 
year in which a commissioner of elections is to be appointed or 
within thirty days after a vacancy occurs in the office of com
missioner of elections, the chairman of the appropriate party county 
committee shall file with the clerk of the county legislative body 
a certificate naming the person whom he is recommending for 
appointment as such commissioner of elections. The certificate 
shall be in the form and contain the information prescribed by 
the state board of elections. 

3. The board of elections of such county shall have and exercise 
the powers and duties under this chapter, not inconsistent with 
this section, of all other officers, boards or bodies in the county 
of Suffolk, charged with the conduct of elections and matters 
preliminary or relating thereto, except village elections conducted 
by the village and school, fire and other special district elections. 
Such board of elections shaU direct the purchase or lease of voting 
machines of a kind authorized by law, which shall be selected by 
such board. All voting machines and aU appliances and equipment 
relating to or used in the conduct of elections shall be in the care, 
custody and control of the board of elections. Such board may 
cause aU necessary repairs and alterations to be made and employ 
such help as may be necessary to implement the provisions of the 
election law and in making such repairs and in moving, setting 
up and caring for aU election materials, equipment and appliances, 
including voting machines. All supplies, equipment or election 
appliances to be used or furnished by such board shall be purchased 
by such board. All expenses of such board of elections shaU be 
certified, audited and paid as are other claims against the county, 
and aU expenses connected with elections and matters preliminary 
or relating thereto, including compensation of inspectors, clerks 
of election and aU other employees shall be a county charge. 

4. The board of elections upon creating, altering or dividing any 
election district, shall file in the office of the board and of the 
proper town clerk a certificate showing the boundaries of each 
district affected. 
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5. All petitions and certificates of nomination or designation, 
or of declination thereof, for an election to which this section 
applies, and all statements of receipts and expenditures required 
to be filed with any officer of Suffolk county, or political subdivision 
therein shall be filed with the board of elections. 

6. The board of elections shall publish or post, as the case may 
be, all notices, lists and other materials, relating to elections to 
which this section applies, and which are required by law to be 
published or posted in the county, or a political subdivision therein, 
except publications required to be made by the state board of 
elections and village clerks. 

7. Inspectors of election shall be appointed in odd·numbered 
years for a term of two years, except that an inspector appointed 
to fill a vacancy, shall hold office for the unexpired term of his 
predecessor. 

§ 3-506. Boards of elections; additional powers. 1. All of 
the provisions of this article, when not inconsistent with this 
section, shall apply to a county adopting the provisions of this 
section by a majority vote of the county legislative body. 

2. The board of elections of such a county shall have and exercise 
the powers and duties under this chapter, not inconsistent with 
this section, of all other officers, boards or bodies in the county 
charged with the conduct of elections and matters preliminary or 
relating thereto, except the power to draw election districts and 
designate polling places unless that power is delegated to such 
board under other provisions of this chapter and except for village 
elections conducted by the village and school, fire and other special 
district elections. 

3. Such board of elections shall direct the purchase or lease of 
voting machines, of a kind authorized by law, and all appliances 
and equipment relating to or used in the conduct of elections 
which shall be selected by such board. All voting machines and 
appliances and equipment relating to or used in the conduct of 
elections shall be in the care, custody and control of the board of 
elections. Such board may cause all necessary repairs and alter
ations to be made and employ such help as may be necessary in 
making such repairs and in moving, setting up and caring for all 
election materials, equipment and appliances, including voting 
machines. All supplies, equipment or election appliances to be 
used or furnished by such board shall be purchased by such board 
unless otherwise provided by local law of the county legislative 
body. All expenses of such board of elections shall be certified, 
audited and paid as are other claims against the county, and all 
expenses connected with elections and matters preliminary or 
relating thereto, including compensation of inspectors and clerks 
of election, shall be a county charge. 
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4. Whenever the board of elections shall determine that there 
is no building within an election district available and suitable for 
the meetings for the registration of voters or for any election, or 
that for reasons of efficiency or economy it is desirable to con
solidate such meetings of one or more districts in one place, they 
may designate a building for such purpose in an adjoining district 
in the same village, city or town and there may be as many 
distinctly separate meetings or polling places lawfully located in 
the same building as public convenience may require. Wherever 
possible, public schools, fire houses, municipal buildings or other 
buildings exempt from taxation shall be designated for such meet
ings and polling places. Such a determination shall be made only 
after notice to the chairmen of the county committees of all political 
parties and reasonable opportunity for them to be heard. 

5. All petitions and certificates of nomination or designation, 
or of declination thereof, for an election to which this section 
applies, and all statements of receipts and expenditures required 
to be filed with any other county officer, or political subdivision 
therein shall be filed with the board of elections. 

6. The board of elections shall publish or post, as the case may 
be, all notices, lists and other materials relating to elections to 
which this section applies, and which are required by law to be 
published or posted in the county, or a political subdivision therein, 
except those required to be done by the state board of elections 
or the village clerk. 
(Title VI REPEALED by cbep. 290, Laws of 1991.] 
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Section 

PROCEEDINGS PRELIM. TO REGISTRATION, ETC. § 4-100 

ARTICLE 4 

PROCEEDINGS PRELIMINARY TO 

REGISTRATION, ENROLLMENT AND ELECTIONS 

4-100. 
4-102. 

4-104. 
4-106. 

4-108. 

4-110. 

4-112. 

4-114. 

4-116. 

4-118. 

4-119. 
4-120. 

4-122. 

4-124. 

4-126. 

4-128. 

4-130. 

4-132. 
4-134. 

4-136. 
4-138. 

Election districts; creation and alteration. 
Maps; congressional, senatorial, assembly and 

election districts. 
Registration and polling places, designation of, 
Certification of offices to be filled at general or 

special elections; state board of elections, 
county, city, village and town clerks. 

Certification of proposed constitutional amend
ments and questions. 

Certification of primary election candidates; state 
board of elections. 

Certification of nomination; state board of elec
tions. 

Determination of candidates and questions; county 
board of elections. 

Constitutional amendments and questions; pub
lication of by state board of elections and sec
retary of state. 

Notice of primary election; publication of by board 
of elections. 

Publication of list of places for registration. 
Notices of general and special elections; publi

cation of. 
Lists of nomination; publication of by board of 

elections. 
City of New York; publications within made nec

essary by this law. 
Delivery of election laws to clerks, boarda and 

election officers. 
Supplies; furnished by board of elections or city, 

town or village clerk. 
Supplies for registration; manner and time of 

delivery. 
Polling places; equipment for. 
Preparation and delivery of ballots, supplies and 

equipment for use at elections. 
Election expenses; payment of. 
Expenses of boarda of elections outside New York 

City; apportionment of. 

§ 4-100. Election districts; creation and altera
tion. 1. The State of New York shall be divided into election 
districts which shall be the basic political subdivision for purposes 
of registration and voting as provided in this chapter. 
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2. The creation, consolidation, division or alteration of election 
districts shall be done by the legislative body of the city or town 
within which the election district is contained except in the cities 
of Buffalo and New York and the counties of Monroe, Nassau, 
and Suffolk. In the cities of Buffalo and New York, and the 
counties of Monroe, Nassau and Suffolk, and for any other town 
or city, upon the request of its legislative body, the creation, 
consolidation, division or alteration of election districts shall be 
done by the board of elections. 

3. a. Each election district shall be in compact form and may 
not be partly within and partly without a ward, town, city, a 
village which has five thousand or more inhabitants and is wholly 
within one town, or a county legislative, assembly, senatorial or 
congressional district. Except as provided in paragraph b of this 
subdivision, election district boundaries, other than those bound
aries which are coterminous with the boundaries of those political 
subdivisions mentioned in this paragraph, must be streets, rivers, 
railroad lines or other permanent characteristics of the landscape 
which are clearly visible to any person without the need to use 
any technical or mechanical device. An election district shall 
contain not more than nine hundred fifty registrants or, with the 
approval of the county board of elections, not more than eleven 
hundred fifty registrants, but any election district may be divided 
for the convenience of the voters. 

b. An election district in a city or town may divide a block, 
provided that the board of elections prepares an alphabetical list 
of all the streets in such city or town with the election district 
for each such street. If any such street is divided between two or 
more election districts, then such list must contain the lowest and 
highest street numbers in each such district and if the odd and 
even numbers on a street are in different districts, such list must 
contain separate listings for such odd and even numbers and if 
there are both odd and even numbers in such different election 
districts, such list must contain separate listings for such numbers. 
Copies of such lists shall be filed and kept open to public inspection 
in the offices of such board. One copy of each such list shall be 
delivered, upon request, to the state board of elections and to a 
person or officer designated jointly by the speaker of the assembly 
and the temporary president of the senate. Surplus copies shall 
be sold at cost. 

4. Any election district must be realigned when the tots! number 
of registrants at the time of the preceding general election exceeds 
the maximum number permitted by this section by at least fifty 
registered voters. 

5. Any creation, consolidation, division or alteration of election 
districts in any year shall be made on January fifteenth, and shall 
take effect immediately, except that any such creation, consoli
dation, division or alteration shall not apply to any village or 
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special election held on or before March thirty-first of the year 
in which it takes effect and, except further, that when required 
by the creation or alteration of a political subdivision, other than 
an election district, in which candidates are to be voted for at 
the next election, such creation, consolidation, division or alteration 
shall be made and shall take effect immediately upon creation or 
alteration of such political subdivision. No such creation, consol
idation, division or alteration shall be made between January 
twentieth of a year ending in seven and December first of a year 
ending in zero unless required by the creation or alteration of a 
political subdivision. 

6. In the event that the legislative body of a city or town fails 
to create, consolidate, divide or alter election districts by January 
sixteenth, when it is required to do so, pursuant to the provisions 
of this section, the board of elections of the county wherein such 
city or town is located shall do so. 

§ 4-102. Maps; congressional, senatorial, assembly and 
election districts. 1. The state board of elections, at the expense 
of the state, shall publish maps showing the county or counties 
contained in each of the congressional districts, senatorial districts 
and assembly districts of the state. 

2. Where a portion of a county is contained in any congressional, 
senatorial or assembly district, the state board shall publish a map 
showing the portion of such county contained in each such re
spective district. Such map or maps shall show the extreme bound
aries of the portion of the county so contained, as described by 
the street boundary and shall have printed thereon the names of 
the streets or public ways bounding the district; provided however, 
that where the extreme boundary consists of the boundary line of 
any city, town or village, it shall be sufficient to so indicate, 
without showing or naming individual streets or public ways. 

3. The state board shall also publish three individual maps of 
each borough of the city of New York, which shall show all of 
the congressional districts or parts thereof, all of the senatorial 
districts or parts thereof, and all of the assembly districts or parts 
thereof contained in such borough. Each such map shall show the 
extreme boundaries of the districts to which it refers, as described 
in the street boundary and shall have printed thereon the names 
of the streets or public ways bounding the district. 

4. All such maps shall be to scale. Pertinent copies of such 
maps shall be filed and kept open to public inspection as follows: 
one in the office of the town or city clerk, except in the city of 
New York; one in the office of every board of elections, and each 
branch office, if any. Surplus copies if any, may be sold at cost 
and the proceeds remitted to the state board of elections. Whenever 
the boundaries of any congressional, senatorial, or assembly district 
are altered, the state board of elections shall publish revised copies 
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of those maps affected by such boundary alteration and make the 
distribution required in this subdivision. 

5. a. A map or separate maps of uniform scale of election 
districts within a town or ward, or, in the city of New York and 
the county of Nassau, within an assembly district wholly within 
such city or county or within that portion of any assembly district 
within such city or county, shall be made by the board or body 
creating or altering the district so that the map or maps on file 
at any time will show the existing election districts in such town, 
ward, assembly district, or the appropriate portion of such assembly 
district. 

b. In a city, street corner numbers of the block or blocks defining 
the extreme boundaries of each election district shall be printed 
on the map or maps, within or outside the block line or lines, so 
as to show plainly the highest and lowest street numbers within 
the election district of every street bounding the district. 

c. Copies of such maps or descriptions shall be filed and kept 
open to public inspection as follows: one in the office of the town 
or city clerk, except in the city of New York; one in the office 
and each branch office, if any, of the board of elections. 

d. One copy of each map ~hall be delivered, upon request, to 
the state board of elections and to a person or officer designated 
jointly by the speaker of the assembly and the temporary president 
of the senate. Each time an election district boundary is changed 
a copy of the new map shall be sent to each such board, person 
or officer who has requested such maps. Surplus copies of maps 
of election districts in a city or town may be sold at cost and the 
proceeds paid to the county, city or town which incurred the 
expense of preparing the maps. 

6. In a town, after the creation or alteration of any election 
district therein, the board of elections shall furnish to the inspectors 
of election in each election district, on the first day of registration 
or election occurring after such change, a map or description 
showing such election district. 

§ 4-104. Registration and polling places; designation 
of. 1. Every city or town legislative body except the city council 
of the city of New York, shall submit to the board of elections, 
a list of the polling places in each election district in which the 
meetings for the registration of voters, and for any election may 
be held. The board of trustees of each village in which general 
and special village elections conducted by the board of elections 
are held at a time other than the time of a general election shall 
submit such a list of polling places for such village elections to 
the board of elections. A polling place may be located in a building 
owned by a religious organization or used by it as a place of 
worship. If such a building is designated as a polling place, it sball 
not be required to be open for voter registration on any Saturday 
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if this is contrary to the religious beliefs of the religious organi
zation. In such a situation, the city or town legislative body shall 
submit an alternate location to be used for voter registration. Such 
list must be submitted by May first, of each year, and shall be 
effective to designate such meeting places for one year thereafter. 
Such a list required to be submitted by a village board of trustees 
must be submitted at least four months before each general village 
election and shall be effective until four months before the sub
sequent general village election. No place in which a business 
licensed to sell alcoholic beverages for on premises consumption 
is conducted on any day of local registration or of voting shall be 
so designated. If, within the discretion of the board of elections 
a particular polling place so designated is found to be unsuitable 
or unsafe or should circumstances arise that make a designated 
polling place unsuitable or unsafe, then the board of elections is 
empowered to select an alternative meeting place. In the city of 
New York, the board of elections shall designate such polling 
places and alternate registration places if the polling place cannot 
be used for voter registration on Saturdays. 

I-a. Each polling place shall have at least one entrance that 
provides access, by ramp or otherwise, to physically disabled voters, 
provided, however, that this requirement may be waived in writing 
by the county board of elections upon a petition to the board by 
the legislative body of the city or town designating such polling 
places showing good and sufficient cause. In the city of New York 
and in counties in which polling places are designated by the 
board of elections, the board shall specify in writing why it has 
determined that it is unable to comply with the provisions of this 
subdivision. Such petition, waiver, and written determination, as 
provided for in this subdivision, shall be filed in the office of the 
board and be available for public inspection. 

Such a waiver may be granted and filed or such a written 
determination may be filed only where the board of elections 
determines, with regard to each specific polling place for which a 
waiver is sought or a written determination is to be filed, (1) that 
an alternative accessible polling place is not reasonably available 
and that specific efforts were undertaken in cooperation with 
persons with disabilities who have contacted the legislative body 
of the city or town which requested such waiver or the board of 
elections which filed such written determination to locate such an 
alternative accessible polling place and such efforts are listed in 
the petition or written determination, (2) that compliance with 
the polling place accessibility requirements of this subdivision 
would require that unreasonable expenses be incurred and paid, 
pursuant to section 4-136 of this article and that specific infor
mation regarding expenses for compliance is listed in the petition 
or written determination, and (3) that substantial efforts will be 
undertaken in cooperation with persons with disabilities who have 
contacted the legislative body of the city or town which requested 
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such waiver or the board of elections which filed such written 
determination during the period for which the waiver is effective 
to achieve compliance with the polling place accessibility require
ments of this subdivision and that the specific substantial efforts 
to be undertaken to achieve compliance are listed in the petition 
or written determination. For purposes of this subdivision, the 
term "persons with disabilities" shaU mean persons with disabilities 
who shall be entitled to vote in the election district for which a 
waiver is sought and service centers for independent living estab
lished pursuant to article twenty-three-A of the education law and 
other entities which represent the interests of persons with dis
abilities. A request for a waiver shaU be filed at the same time 
that the list of polling places is submitted to or established by 
the board of elections. The board of elections shall forthwith 
prepare a list of aU election districts for which a waiver is sought 
or a written determination filed. Such list together with aU such 
petitions for waiver and written determinations shall be public 
records at the office of the board of elections. Not later than May 
seventh of each year, the board of elections shall mail a copy of 
said list by first class mail to every person who has made a written 
request for such list within the two preceding calendar years. The 
board of elections shall either grant or deny the waiver no later 
than June first of the year in which the request is made. The 
state board of elections shaU promulgate regulations necessary to 
ensure proper execution of the provisions of this subdivision. 

2. If the board of elections, after designating a polling place, 
and after sending written notice of such polling place to each 
registered voter, designates an alternative polling place, it must, 
at least five days before the next election or day for registration, 
send by mail a written notice to each registered voter notifying 
him of the changed location of such polling place. If such notice 
is not possible the board of elections must provide for an alternative 
form of notice to be given to voters at the location of the previous 
polling place. 

3. A building exempt from taxation shall be used whenever 
possible as a polling place if it is situated in the same or a 
contiguous election district, and may contain as many distinctly 
separate polling places as public convenience may require. The 
expense, if any, incidental to its use, shall be paid like the expense 
of other places of registration and voting. If a board or body 
empowered to designate polling places chooses a public school 
building for such purpose, the board or agency which controls such 
building must make available a room or rooms in such building 
which are suitable for registration and voting and which are as 
close as possible to a convenient entrance to such building and 
must make available any such room or rooms which the board or 
body designating such building determines are accessible to phys
icaUy disabled voters as provided in subdivision one-a. Notwith
standing the provisions of any general, special or local law, if a 
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board or body empowered to designate polling places chooses a 
publicly owned or leased building, other than a public school 
building, for such purposes the board or body which controls such 
building must make available a room or rooms in such building 
which are suitable for registration and voting and which are as 
close as possible to a convenient entrance to such building, and 
must make available any such room or rooms which the board or 
body designating such building determines are accessible to phys
ically disabled voters unless, not later than thirty days after notice 
of its deSignation as a polling place, the board or body controlling 
such building, files a written request for a cancellation of such 
designation with the board or body empowered to designate polling 
places on such form as shall be provided by the board or body 
making such designation. The board or body empowered to so 
designate shall, within twenty days after such request is filed, 
determine whether the use of such building as a polling place 
would unreasonably interfere with the usual activities conducted 
in such building and upon such determination, may cancel such 
designation. 

3-a. In cities with populations of more than one hundred thou
sand, any person or entity which controls a building for which a 
tax exemption, tax abatement, subsidy, grant or loan for construc
tion, renovation, rehabilitation or operation has been provided by 
any agency of the state or any political subdivision thereof on or 
after the effective date of this subdivision shall agree to make 
available for registration and voting purposes the room or rooms 
in such building which the board or body empowered to designate 
polling places determines are suitable for registration and voting, 
are accessible to physically disabled voters and are as close as 
possible to a convenient entrance to such building. Notwithstanding 
any other provision of law, any agency of the state or any political 
subdivision thereof may deny a tax exemption, tax abatement, 
subsidy, grant or loan for construction, renovation, rehabilitation 
or operation to a building in any such city which is otherwise 
eligible for such exemption, abatement, subsidy, grant or loan if 
the person or entity which controls such building refuses to agree 
to make available for registration and voting purposes the room 
or rooms in such building which the board or body empowered 
to designate polling places determines are suitable for registration 
and voting, are accessible to physically disabled voters and are as 
close as possible to a convenient entrance to such building. The 
provisions of this subdivision shall not apply to buildings used 
solely for residential purposes which contain less than twenty-five 
dwelling units. 

3-b. Any person or entity conducting any program, activity or 
service for which a loan, grant, contract, subsidy or reimbursement 
has been provided by any agency of the state or a political 
subdivision thereof on or after the effective date of this subdivision 
shall make available for registration and voting purposes the room 
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or rooms under the control of such person or entity in a building 
in any such city in which such program, activity or service is 
conducted which the board or body empowered to designate polling 
places determines are suitable for registration and voting, are 
accessible to physically disabled voters and are as close as possible 
to a convenient entrance to such building. Any such person, 
organization or entity shall agree to facilitate the use of such room 
or rooms, to the maximum extent possible, by making efforts to 
obtain the permission and cooperation of any person or entity 
which controls the building in which such room or rooms are 
located. Notwithstanding any other provision of law, any agency 
of the state or any political subdivision thereof may deny a loan, 

. grant, contract, subsidy or reimbursement to any such person or 
entity otherwise eligible for such loan, grant, contract, subsidy or 
reimbursement unless such person or entity agrees to make avail
able for registration and voting purposes the room or rooms in 
such building which the board or body empowered to designate 
polling places determines are suitable for registration and voting, 
are accessible to physically disabled voters as provided in subdi
vision one-a of this section and are as close as possible to a 
convenient entrance to such building and agrees to facilitate the 
use of such room or rooms, to the maximum extent possible, by 
making efforts to obtain the permission and cooperation of any 
person or entity which controls the building in which such room 
or rooms are located. 

3-c. Notwithstanding the provisions of subdivisions three-a and 
three-b of this section, no person, board, agency, body or entity 
shall be required to make available for registration or voting by 
persons other than the residents of such building, any room or 
rooms in a building, other than a publicly owned building, which 
contains correctional, health, mental hygiene, day care, drug or 
addiction treatment, or emergency services or other services for 
the public safety, or in a building used for religious services. 

3-d. Notwithstanding any inconsistent provision of section 3-506 
or section 4-134 of this chapter, and in the absence of a specific 
written agreement to the contrary, if the board or body empowered 
to designate polling places has authorized the use of a portable 
ramp, or ramp and platform, at a polling site for purposes of 
compliance with subdivision one-a of this section, the person or 
entity in control of a building or portion thereof in which such 
polling site is designated shall install, remove, store, and safeguard 
each such ramp, or ramp and platform, at such times and dates 
as may be required by the board or body empowered to designate 
polling places. 

4. Where an election district is so situated or the only facilities 
available therein are such that public convenience would be served 
by establishing a polling place outside such district, the board or 
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body empowered by this chapter to establish election districts may 
designate a polling place in a contiguous district. 

5. Whenever the number of voters eligible to vote in an election 
in any election district is less than one hundred, the polling place 
designated for such district may be the polling place of any other 
district which could properly be designated as the polling place of 
the first mentioned district pursuant to the provisions of this 
chapter, except that the polling place designated for any such 
district may be the polling place of any other district in such city 
or town provided that the distance from such first mentioned 
district to the polling place for such other district is not unrea
sonable pursuant to rules or regulations prescribed by the state 
board of elections and provided that the total number of persons 
eligible to vote in such other district in such election, including 
the persons eligible to vote in such first mentioned districts, is 
not more than five hundred. The inspectors of election and poll 
clerks, if any, of such other election district shall also act in all 
respects as the election officers for such first mentioned districts 
and no other inspectors shall be appointed to serve in or for such 
first mentioned districts. A separate poll ledger or computer gen
erated registration list, separate voting machine or ballots and 
separate canvass of results shall be provided for such first men
tioned districts, except that if the candidates, and ballot proposals 
to be voted on by the voters of such districts are the same, the 
election districts shall be combined and shall constitute a single 
election district for that election. If the polling place for any 
election district is moved for any election, pursuant to the pro
visions of this subdivision, the board of elections shall, not later 
than ten nor more than fifteen days before such election, mail, 
by first class mail, to each voter eligible to vote in such election 
district at such election, a notice setting forth the location of the 
polling place for such election and specifying that such location 
is for such election only. Whenever the total number of voters 
eligible to vote in any primary or special election, in any two 
election districts whose polling places are regularly located in the 
same building, is less than four hundred, the board of elections 
may assign the inspectors of election of the election district which 
contains the greater number of such voters, to act also, in all 
respects, as the election officer of the other such election district 
and no other election officers shall be appointed to serve in or for 
such other election district at such primary or special election. A 
separate poll ledger or computer generated registration list, separate 
voting machine or ballots and separate canvass of results shall be 
provided for each such election district. Except at a primary 
election in the city of New York, whenever all the candidates to 
be voted upon at a primary or special election or ballot proposals 
to be voted on at a special election by the voters of any two or 
mor election districts, whose polling places are regularly located 
in the same building are identical, the board of elections may 

53 



§ 4-104 THE ELECTION LAW Art. 4 

combine such election districts for that election, provided tht the 
total number of voters eligible to vote in any such combined 
election district does not exceed eight hundred in a primary election 
or does not exceed one thousnd five hundred in a special election. 

6. Each polling place designated, whenever practicable, shall be 
situated on the main or ground floor of the premises selected. It 
shall be of sufficient area to admit and comfortably accommodate 
at least ten voters at one time and to allow for the placement in 
such meeting place, of booths, furniture and equipment, as provided 
by law. 

7. No polling place shall be located on premises owned or leased 
by a person holding public office or who is a candidate for public 
office at a primary or general election. 

S. The amount paid to lease a polling place which meets the 
requirements of subdivision one-a of this section may be greater 
than the amount paid to lease a polling place which does not meet 
such requirements. 

§ 4-106. Certification of offices to be filled at general or 
special elections; state board of elections, county, city, village 
and town clerks. 1. The state board of elections shall, at least 
eight months before each general election, make and transmit to 
the board of elections of each county, a certificate stating each 
office, except county, city, village and town offices to be voted for 
at such election in such county. 

2. Each county, city, village and town clerk, at least eight months 
before each general election, shall make and transmit to the board 
of elections a certificate stating each county, city, village or town 
office, respectively to be voted for at each such election. Each 
village clerk, at least five months before each general village election 
conducted by the board of elections, shall make, and transmit to 
such board, a certificate stating each village office to be filled at 
such election. 

3. If any such office is for an unexpired term, the certificate 
shall so state. The state board of elections shall forthwith, upon 
the filing of a governor's proclamation ordering a special election, 
transmit to the board of elections in each county in which the 
special election is to be held, a notice of such proclamation and 
a certificate of the offices to be voted for at such special election. 

4. Within three days after the occurrence of any vacancy in an 
office required to be filled at the next general election or general 
or special village election conducted by the board of elections, the 
state board of elections or county, city, town or village clerk as 
is appropriate, shall file with the county board of elections, a 
certificate indicating the occurrence of the vacancy and the position 
which is to be filled. 
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§ 4-108. Certification of proposed constitutional amend
ments and questions. La. Whenever any proposed amendment 
to the constitution or other question provided by law to be sub
mitted to a ststewide vote shall be submitted to the people for 
their approval, the state board of elections at least three months 
prior to the general election at which such amendment, proposition 
or question is to be submitted, shall transmit to each county board 
of elections a certified copy of the text of each amendment, 
proposition or question and a statement of the form in which it 
is to be submitted. 

b. Whenever any proposal, proposition or referendum as pro
vided by law is to be submitted to a vote of the people of a county, 
city, town, village or special district, at an election conducted by 
the board of elections, the clerk of such political subdivision, at 
least thirty-six days prior to the election at which such proposal, 
proposition or referendum is to be submitted, shall transmit to 
each board of elections a certified copy of the text of such proposal, 
proposition or referendum and a statement of the form in which 
it is to be submitted. If a special election is to be held, such 
transmittal shall also give the date of such election. 

c. Such certified copy shall set out all new matter in italics and 
enclose in brackets, [], all matter to be eliminated from existing 
law, and at the bottom of each page shall be appended the words: 

Explanation: Matter in italics is new, to be added; matter in 
brackets [] is old law, to be omitted. 

d. In addition to the text, such transmittal shall contain an 
abstract of such proposed amendment, proposition or question, 
prepared by the state board of elections concisely stating the 
purpose and effect thereof in a clear and coherent manner using 
words with common and everyday meanings. 

2. The form in which the proposed amendment, proposition or 
question is to be submitted shall consist of only an abbreviated 
title indicating generally and briefly, and in a clear and coherent 
manner using words with common and every-day meanings, the 
subject matter of the amendment, proposition or question. If more 
than one such amendment, proposition or question is to be voted 
upon at such election, each such amendment, proposition or ques
tion respectively shall be separately and consecutively numbered. 

3. The attorney general shall advise in the preparation of such 
abstract and such form of submission. 

§ 4-110. Certification of primary election candidates; state 
board of elections. The state board of elections not later than 
thirty-six days before a primary election, shall certify to each 
county board of elections: The name and residence of each can
didate to be voted for within the political subdivision of such 
board for whom a designation has been filed with the state board; 
the title of the office or position for which the candidate is 
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designated; the name of the party upon whose primary ballot his 
name is to be placed; and the order in which the names of the 
candidates are to be printed as determined by the state board. 
Where an office or position is uncontested, such certification shall 
state such fact. 

§ 4-112. Certification of nominations; state board of elec
tions. 1. The state board of elections not later than thirty-six 
days before a general election or thirteen days before a special 
election, shall certify to each county board of elections the name 
and residence of each candidate nominated in any valid certificate 
filed with it or by the returns canvassed by it, the title of the 
office for which nominated; the name of the party or body specified 
of which he is a candidate; the emblem chosen to distinguish the 
candidates of the party or body; and a notation as to whether or 
not any litigation is pending concerning the candidacy. Upon the 
completion of any such litigation, the state board of elections shall 
forthwith notify the appropriate county boards of elections of the 
results of such litigation. 

2. The state board of elections, not later than seven days before 
the general election, shall certify to each county board of elections 
the name and residence of each write-in candidate for president 
and vice president of the United States who has filed a valid 
certificate of candidacy with it. 

3. If a certificate of a nomination to fill a vacancy caused by 
death or disqualification is filed with the state board of elections, 
or a court order shall change a nomination, after the state board 
has made its certifications to the county boards of elections, the 
state board shall transmit forthwith a statement of such nomi
nation to the appropriate boards of elections. 

§ 4-114. Determination of candidates and questions; county 
board of elections. The county board of elections, not later 
than the thirty-fifth day before the day of a primary or general 
election, or the twelfth day before a special election, shall determine 
the candidates duly nominated for public office and the questions 
that shall appear on the ballot within the jurisdiction of that 
board of elections. 

§ 4-116. Constitutional amendments and questions; pub
lication of by state board of elections and secretary of 
state. 1. The secretary of state shall cause each concurrent res
olution of the two houses of the legislature agreeing to a proposed 
amendment to the constitution that has been referred to the 
legislature to be chosen at the next general election to be published 
at least once in each of the three months next preceding such 
election. Such publication shall include the information that such 
amendment has been so referred. 
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2. The state board of elections shall publish once in each of 
the two weeks preceding any election at which proposed consti
tutional amendments or other propositions or questions are to be 
submitted to the voters of the state an abstract of such amendment 
or question, a brief statement of the law or proceedings authorizing 
such submission, a statement that such submission will be made 
and the form in which it is to be submitted. 

3. Such publication shall be in two newspapers published in 
each county. Each such newspaper shall represent a different major 
political party. 

§ 4-118. Notice of primary election; publication of by 
board of elections. I. Each county board of elections shall 
publish in the week ending on the Saturday preceding a primary 
election a notice specifying the day of such primary election, the 
hours during which it will be held and the public offices for which 
nominations are to be made and the party positions which are to 
he filled at such primary elections. Such publication shall be in 
two newspapers published within the county. If the county contains 
a city or cities, at least one of such newspapers shall be published 
in the city, or the largest city, if there be more than one. 

2. The board of elections of every county containing a city, 
other than the board of elections of the city of New York, shall 
publish on the day of each primary election, in two newspapers 
within each city in such county, representing the major political 
parties, a list of the polling places designated within such city, 
referring to the election districts by their numbers and wards or 
assembly districts. Such list shall identify those polling places 
which do not provide access to handicapped voters. If the news
paper is an evening newspaper, such notice shall be published on 
the day prior to such primary election. If in an election district 
the primary of a party is uncontested, such notice shall include, 
in a place where they clearly refer to the proper district and polling 
place, the words " ......... (insert name of party) primary un-
contested." If in an election district the primaries of all parties 
are uncontested, such notice shall include, in lieu of the address 
of the polling place, the words "Polls not open. All primaries 
uncontested." Such publication in such newspapers by the board 
of elections of the city of New York shall be at least one-half 
page in size and in lieu of the information otherwise required by 
this subdivision, shall set forth both in English and such other 
languages as such board deems appropriate the date of the election, 
the hours the polls are open and the phone number to call for 
information about location of polling places, their accessibility to 
the handicapped and any other subjects which such board deems 
appropriate. 

§ 4-119. Publication of list of places for registra
tion. I. The board or body authorized to designate places for 
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registration in any city, other than the city of New York, shall 
publish on each day of registration a list of the places for regis
tration designated within such city in two newspapers published 
in such city. The lists shall refer to the election districts by their 
numbers and wards or assembly districts. Such lists shall identify 
those polling places which do not provide access to handicapped 
voters. The board of elections of the city of New York shall publish 
in at least two newspapers in such city, a notice, at least one
half page in size, in English and such other languages as such 
board deems appropriate which shall set forth the dates and hours 
of registration and the phone number to call for information about 
location of polling places, their accessibility to the handicapped, 
applications for absentee ballots and any other subjects which such 
board deems appropriate. So far as consistent with the provisions 
of this section, one of such newspapers in each such city or, in 
each county of the city of New York, shall represent each of the 
major political parties and shall have a large circulation affording 
wide publicity. If the newspaper is an evening newspaper the 
notice shall be published on the last day, other than a Sunday, 
prior to any such day of registration. 

2. The board or body authorized to designate places for regis
tration in any town may publish within one week next preceding 
the first day of registration in a newspaper or newspapers desig
nated by such board or body, a list of places of registration within 
such town, a statement of the days and hours of registration and 
a brief description of the boundaries of each election district in 
the town. Such lists shall identify those polling places which do 
not provide access to handicapped voters. The amount to be paid 
for any of such publications shall be at the rate prescribed by 
section seventy-a of the public officers law. In no publication, 
however, shall any type smaller than agate be used. The amount 
to be paid for all such publications shall be a town charge. 

§ 4-120. Notices of general, village and special elections; 
publication of. 1. The board of elections shall publish once in 
each of the two weeks preceding a general election, or a special 
or village election conducted by the board of elections, a notice 
specifying the day of the election, and the public officers to be 
voted for within such county, or any part thereof at such election. 
If constitutional amendments, or questions are to be submitted to 
the voters of the state, the notice shall state that fact and that 
a copy of each such amendment or question may be obtained at 
the board of elections, by any voter. Such publication shall be in 
two newspapers published within the county. If the county contains 
a city or cities, at least one of such newspapers shall be published 
in the city, or the largest city, if there be more than one. 

In the case of a village election, such publication shall be made 
in a newspaper of general circulation in such village and shall 
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include an abstract of any proposition to be voted upon at such 
election. 

2. The board or body authorized to designate places for voting 
in any town or in any city, except the city of New York, may 
publish on the publication day immediately preceding election day, 
in a newspaper or newspapers designated by such board or body, 
a notice of the election, and the village clerk shaH publish at least 
ten days prior to any village election conducted by the board of 
elections in a newspaper of general circulation in such village a 
list of the polling places, the date and hours of election and, at 
the discretion of such board or clerk, a brief description of the 
boundaries of each election district. Such list shall identify those 
polling places which do not provide access to handicapped voters. 
The amount to be paid for any of such publications shaH be at 
the rate prescribed by section seventy-a of the public officers law. 
In no publication, however, shall any type smaller than agate be 
used. The amount to be paid for all such publications shall be a 
town, city or village charge. 

3. The board of elections of the city of New York shall publish 
on the eighth day before and the day before each general election, 
in at least two newspapers in such city, a notice, at least one
half page in size, in English and such other languages as such 
board deems appropriate, which sets forth the dates and hours of 
the election and the phone number to caH for information about 
the location of polling places, their accessibility to the handicapped, 
applications for absentee baHots and any other subjects which such 
board deems appropriate. 

§ 4-122. Lists of nominations; publication of by board of 
elections. 1. The county board of elections shall publish, at least 
six days before an election, a list containing the name and residence 
of every candidate for public office to be voted for within its 
jurisdiction at such election. 

2. The candidates for the office of presidential electors shall, in 
the list in subdivision one of this section, only be described as a 
specific number of such electors, nominated to support the party 
candidates, naming them, for the office of president and vice
president. 

3. The list described in subdivision one of this section shaH be 
published at least once in not less than two nor more than four 
newspapers in the county. In a county containing a city, at least 
one such publication shall be in a daily newspaper published in 
a city therein, if there be such a newspaper. In the case of a 
village election held at a time other than the time of a general 
election, such publication shall be in a newspaper having general 
circulation in such village. So far as is consistent with this section, 
one such newspaper shall represent each of the major political 
parties. Should the board of elections find it impossible to make 
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such publication six days before election it shall make it at the 
earliest possible day thereafter before the election. 
[Subd.4 REPEALED by chap. 359, Laws of 1989.] 

§ 4-124. City of New York; publications within made nec
essary by this law. In the city of New York any publication 
made necessary by any section of this law shall be made in two 
newspapers published in each county or published in the city of 
New York and having an edition for any of the respective counties 
of such city. 

§ 4-126. Delivery of election laws to clerks, boards and 
election officers. 1. The state board of elections, within ten 
days after the enactment of any amendment to the election law, 
shall transmit a copy of such amendment to each board of elections. 

2. The state board of elections shall, at least sixty days before 
each general election, prepare, and cause to be printed, a com
pilation of the election law properly indexed. A sufficient number 
of copies thereof shall be transmitted to each board of elections 
in order to furnish one such copy to each board of elections and 
to each branch office of such boards and one to each county, town 
and city clerk. The state board of elections shall also transmit 
one copy of such compilation to the village clerk of villages in 
which village elections are conducted by such clerk. 

3. The state board of elections shall likewise prepare, cause to 
be printed, and transmit, a compilation of those parts of the 
election law and all additional information, deemed necessary to 
instruct and guide election officers. Such publication shall be 
supplied by the state board to each board of election, for delivery 
by the boards of elections to each election district in the county. 
The state board may likewise cause to be printed and distributed 
such additional copies of such compilation as may in its judgment 
be necessary. 

§ 4-128. Supplies; furnished by board of elections or city, 
town or village clerk. 1. The board of elections of each county 
shall provide the requisite number of official and facsimile ballots, 
two cards of instruction to voters in the form prescribed by the 
state board of elections, at least one copy of the instruction booklet 
for inspectors, distance makers, tally sheets and return blanks, 
pens, black ink, or ball point pens with black ink, pencils having 
black lead, envelopes for the ballots of voters whose registration 
poll records are not in the ledger or whose names are rwt on the 
computer generated registration /sit, envelopes for returns, iden
tification buttons, badges or emblems for the inspectors and clerks 
in the form prescribed by the state board of elections and such 
other articles of stationery as may be necessary for the proper 
conduct of elections, except that when a town, city or village holds 
an election not conducted by the board of elections, the clerk of 
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such town, city or village, shall provide such official and facsimile 
ballots and the necessary blanks, supplies and stationery for such 
election. 

2. If the official ballots required to be furnished by any board 
or officer shall not be delivered to such board or officer at the 
time required, or if after delivery shall be lost, destroyed or stolen, 
such board or officer shall cause other ballots to be prepared as 
nearly in the form of the official ballots as practicable, and delivered 
to the inspectors of election. Such ballots shall be known as 
unofficial ballots. Sample ballots of each kind shall be printed on 
paper of a different color from any of the official ballots and 
without numbers on the stubs, but in all other respects precisely 
similar to the official ballots. 

[Subd. 1 amended by chap. 91, Laws of 1992.] 

§ 4-130. Supplies for registration; manner and time of 
delivery. 1. Before it is sent from the office or branch office of 
the board of elections, each ledger or binder of blank registration 
records shall be locked in a distinctively numbered carrying case. 
Such board shall place the key for such carrying case in a sealed 
envelope on which shall be written or printed the number of the 
carrying case. No such case or key shall be delivered to any person 
who is not designated in this chapter as a person entitled to receive 
it. Any person to whom any such case or key shall be delivered 
shall give a receipt therefor to the person delivering it. Such receipt 
shall recite the official title or capacity of the person receiving it 
and, in each instance, the distinctive number identifying it. After 
leaving the board of elections no such case shall be unlocked except 
at the time and in the manner provided in this chapter. 

2. a. Except in the cities of New York, Buffalo, and Rochester, 
the board of elections shall deliver at its office to each town or 
city clerk in its county not more than five days before the beginning 
of local registration, the registration record forms, supplies and 
equipment required for local registration and such clerks shall 
deliver the same to the several boarda of inspectors within such 
town or city approximately one-half hour before the hour fixed 
for beginning such registration. 

b. In the cities of New York, Buffalo, and Rochester the board 
of elections shall deliver such material to the boarda of inspectors 
at least one-half hour before the hour fixed for beginning local 
registration. 

§ 4-132. Polling places; equipment for_ In the cities of 
New York and Buffalo, and cities and towns of the counties of 
Monroe, Nassau and Suffolk, respectively, the board of elections 
and in any other city or in any other town, the town or city clerk 
shall provide in each polling place, as required, the following 
articles: 
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a. Material to define the voting area. 
b. Separate boxes for the purposes of receiving ballota. Such 

boxes shall have an opening on the top, large enough to allow a 
single ballot to be passsed easily through the opening, but no 
larger, and shall be supplied with a protective lock or seal. 

c. A booth or device in each election district for the use of 
voters marking ballota. Such booth or device shall be so constructed 
as to permit the voter to mark his ballot in secrecy and shall be 
furnished at all times with a pencil having black lead only. 

§ 4-134. Preparation and delivery of ballots, supplies and 
equipment for use at elections. 1. The board of elections shall 
deliver, at ita office, to the clerk of each town or city in the 
county, except the cities of New York, Buffalo and Rochester and 
to the clerk of each village in the county in which elections are 
conducted by the board of elections, by the Saturday before the 
primary, general, village or other election for which they are 
required: the official and sample ballota; envelopes containing ab
sentee voters' ballota received not later than five o'clock in the 
afternoon of the Friday before the day of an election, unless such 
board of elections has determined by resolution adopted at least 
thirty days before election day not to deliver such absentee ballota 
to the inspectors of election at the polling place; ledgers prepared 
for delivery in the manner provided in subdivision two of this 
section and containing the registration poll records of all persons 
entitled to vote at such election in such town, city or village or 
computer generated registration lists containing the names of aU 
persons entitled to vote at such election in such town, city or village; 
challenge reports prepared as directed by this chapter; sufficient 
applications for registration by mail; sufficient ledger seals and 
other supplies and equipment required by this article to be provided 
by the board of elections for each polling place in such town, city 
or village. The board of elections shall deliver at ita office to each 
town, city or village clerk those ballota from military and absentee 
voters received after five o'clock in the afternoon of the Friday 
before and before twelve o'clock noon on the Monday before the 
primary, general or other election for which they are required, 
unless such board of elections has determined by resolution adopted 
at least thirty days before election day, not to deliver such ballota 
to the inspectors of election at the polling place, and the town, 
city or village clerk receiving such ballot envelope shall cause the 
same to be delivered to the inspectors of election of the election 
district as provided in this section. The town, city or village clerk 
shall call at the office of such board of elections at such time and 
receive such ballota, supplies and equipment. In the cities of New 
York, Buffalo and Rochester the board of elections shall cause 
such ballota, supplies and equipment to be delivered to the board 
of inspectors of each election district approximately one-half hour 
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before the opening of the polls for voting, and shall take receipts 
therefor. 

2. The board of elections shall provide for each election district 
a ledger or ledgers containing the registration poll records or printed 
lists with computer generated facsimile signatures, of all persons 
entitled to vote in such election district at such election. Such 
ledgers shall be labelled, sealed, locked and transported in locked 
carrying cases. After leaving the board of elections no such carrying 
case shall be unlocked except at the time and in the manner 
provided in this chapter. 

3. Any envelope containing absentee voters' ballots on which 
the blanks have not been properly filled in shall not be delivered 
to the town or city clerk or the board of inspectors as aforesaid 
but shall be stamped to indicate the defect and shall be preserved 
by the board for at least one year after the receipt thereof. 

4. Each kind of official ballot shall be arranged in a package in 
the consecutive order of the numbers printed on the stubs thereof 
beginning with number one. All official and sample ballots for each 
election district shall be in separate sealed packages, clearly marked 
on the outside thereof, with the number and kind of ballots 
contained therein and indorsed with the designation of the election 
district for which they were prepared. The other supplies provided 
for each election district also shall be inclosed in a sealed package, 
or packages, with a label on the outside, thereof showing the 
contents of each package. 

5. Each town, city and village clerk receiving such packages 
shall cause all such packages so received and marked for any 
election district to be delivered unopened and with the seals thereof 
unbroken to the inspectors of election of such election district at 
least one-half hour before the opening of the polls of such election 
therein, and shall take a receipt therefor specifying the number 
and kind of packages delivered. At the same time each such clerk 
shall cause to be delivered to such inspectors the equipment 
described in subdivision two of this section and shall cause a 
receipt to be taken therefor. 

6. Town, city and village clerks required to provide official and 
sample ballots, registration records, seals, supplies and equipment, 
as described in this section, for town, city and village elections 
not conducted by the board of elections, shall in like manner, 
deliver them to the inspectors or presiding officers of the election 
at each polling place at which such meetings and elections are 
held, respectively, in like sealed packages marked on the outside 
in like manner, and shall take receipts therefor in like manner. 

[Subd. 1 amended by chap. 91, Laws of 1992.] 

§ 4-136. Election expenses; payment of. 1. The expenses 
of providing polling places, voting booths, supplies therefor, ballot 
boxes and other furniture for the polling place for any election, 
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and the compensation of the election officers in each election 
district, shall be a charge upon the town or city, or, with respect 
to a village election, upon the village in which such election district 
is situated. 

2. All expenses related to any election other than a special 
election called by the governor, held at a different time than a 
primary or general election, shall be a charge upon the town, city, 
village, or other political subdivision or district involved. If the 
only contests on the ballot in an election district, at a primary 
election conducted by the board of elections, are for village office, 
all the expenses of such primary election in such election district 
shall be a charge upon such village. 

3. All expenses incurred under this chapter by the board of 
elections of a county outside of the city of New York shall be a 
charge against the county and in the city of New York the expenses 
of the board of elections shall be a charge against such city. The 
expenses incurred by the board of elections of a county outside 
the city of New York shall be apportioned among the cities and 
towns therein. 

4. In the city of New York all leased or purchased equipment, 
supplies, ballots, printing and publications, except newspaper no
tices and advertisements, to be used or furnished by such board, 
shall be procured for it by the purchasing department or agency 
of such city as if such board were an agency of such city. 

§ 4-138. Expenses of boards of elections outside New York 
City; apportionment of. The board of elections in each county, 
outside of the city of New York, on or before the fifteenth day 
of December and not earlier than the first day of October, in each 
year, shall certify to the clerk of the legislative body of the county, 
the total amount of the expenses of such board of elections, 
including salaries for the preceding year, and, if the legislative 
body of any county shall so direct, shall certify to such clerk the 
portions of such expenses which under provisions of law are to 
be borne by any city or cities in said county and the portion 
thereof which is to be borne by the rest of such county. Whenever 
any additional expenses either for salaries or supplies in addition 
to the regular county-wide primary and election expenses are 
incurred by a board of elections incidental to any election in any 
city, town or village, such board of elections shall certify to the 
county legislative body a detailed statement of such expenses. 
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ARTICLE 5 

REGISTRATION AND ENROLLMENT OF VOTERS 

Title I. General provisions. 
II. Registration and enrollment. 

III. Enrollment. 
IV. Cancellation of registration. 
V. Registration records. 

VI. Filing and custody of registration records. 
VII. Checks against fraudulent practices. 

TITLE I 

GENERAL PROVISIONS 

Section 5-100. Registration; required. 
5-102. Qualifications of voters; age and residence. 
5-104. Qualifications of voters; residence, gaining or los

ing. 
5-106. Qualifications of voters; reasons for exclusion. 

§ 5-100. Registration; required. A person shall not be en
titled to vote in any election held pursuant to this chapter unless 
he shall be registered, and if required, enrolled pursuant to the 
provisions of this article unless he shall present a court order 
directing that he be permitted to vote at such election. Where a 
specific provision of law relating to the registration of voters exists 
in any other statute, which is inconsistent with the provisions of 
this article, such provision shall apply and the provisions of this 
article not inconsistent therewith shall apply. 

§ 5-102. Qualifications of voters; age and resi
dence. 1. No person shall be qualified to register for and vote 
at any election unless he is a citizen of the United States and is 
or will be, on the day of such election, eighteen years of age or 
over, and a resident of this state and of the county, city or village 
for a minimum of thirty days next preceding such election. 

2. The provisions herein with respect to a durational residency 
requirement for purposes of qualifying to vote shall not prohibit 
United States citizens otherwise qualified, from voting for president 
and vice president of the United States. 

§ 5-104. Qualifications of voters; residence, gaining or 
losing. 1. For the purposes of registering and voting no person 
shall be deemed to have gained or lost a residence by reason of 
his presence or absence while employed in the service of the United 
States, nor while engaged in the navigation of the waters of this 
state, or of the United States, or of the high seas; nor while a 
student of any institution of learning; nor while kept at any welfare 
institution, asylum or other institution wholly or partly supported 
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at public expense or by charity; nor while confined in any public 
prison. 

2. In determining a voter's qualification to register and vote, 
the board to which such application is made shall consider, in 
addition to the applicant's expressed intent, his conduct and all 
attendant surrounding circumstances relating thereto. The board 
taking such registration may consider the applicant's financial 
independence, business pursuits, employment, income sources, res· 
idence for income tax purposes, age, marital status, residence of 
parents, spouse and children, if any, leaseholds, sites of personal 
and real property owned by the applicant, motor vehicle and other 
personal property registration, and other such factors that it may 
reasonably deem necessary to determine the qualification of an 
applicant to vote in an election district within its jurisdiction. 
The decision of a board to which such application is made shall 
be presumptive evidence of a person's residence for voting purposes. 

§ 5-106. Qualifications of voters; reasons for exclu
sion. 1. No person who shall receive, accept, or offer to receive, 
or pay, offer or promise to pay, contribute, offer or promise to 
contribute to another, to be paid or used, any money or any other 
valuable thing as a compensation or reward for the giving or 
withholding a vote at an election, or for registering or refraining 
from registering as a voter, or who shall make any promise to 
influence the giving or withholding of any such vote or registration, 
or who shall make or become directly or indirectly interested in 
any bet or wager depending upon the result of an election, shall 
vote at such election. 

2. No person who has been convicted of a felony pursuant to 
the laws of this state, shall have the right to register for or vote 
at any election unless he shall have been pardoned or restored to 
the rights of citizenship by the governor, or his maximum sentence 
of imprisonment has expired, or he has been discharged from 
parole. The governor, however, may attach as a condition to any 
such pardon a provision that any such person shall not have the 
right of suffrage until it shall have been separately restored to 
him. 

3. No person who has been convicted in a federal court, of a 
felony, or a crime or offense which would constitute a felony under 
the laws of this state, shall have the right to register for or vote 
at any election unless he shall have been pardoned or restored to 
the rights of citizenship by the president of the United States, or 
his maximum sentence of imprisonment has expired, or he has 
been discharged from parole. 

4. No person who has been convicted in another state for a 
crime or offense which would constitute a felony under the laws 
of this state shall have the right to register for or vote at any 
election in this state unless he shall have been pardoned or restored 

66 



Art. 5 REGISTRATION AND ENROLLMENT OF VOTERS § 5-202 

to the rights of citizenship by the governor or other appropriate 
authority of such other state, or his maximum sentence has expired, 
or he has been discharged from parole. 

5. The provisions of subdivisions two, three and four of this 
section shall not apply if the person so convicted is not sentenced 
to either death or imprisonment, or if the execution of a sentence 
of imprisonment is suspended. 

6. No person who has been adjudged incompetent by order of 
a court of competent judicial authority shall have the right to 
register for or vote at any election in this state unless thereafter 
he shall have been adjudged competent pursuant to law. 

TITLE II 
REGISTRATION AND ENROLLMENT 

Section 5-202. Local registration; provision for. 
5-204. Local registration; general provisions for the con

duct of. 
5-206. Watchers. 
5-210. Registration and enrollment, transfer of registra

tion and/or enrollment, change of enrollment and 
special enrollment upon application filed by mail 
or upon personal appearance at a board of elec
tions. 

5-211. Agency assisted registration. 
5-212. Veterans' absentee registration. 
5-214. Registration cards for identification. 
5-216. Registration; assistance to applicant. 
5-218. Registration; challenges. 
5-220. Registration; challenge after registered. 
5-222. Statement of temporary absence. 
5-224. Registration of voters unlawfully denied the right 

to register. 
5-226. Registration; voter registered in wrong district. 
5-228. Registration; certificates of local registration. 
5-230. Local registration; disposition of records and sup-

plies. 
[Section 5·200 REPEALED by chap. 90. Laws of 1991.J 

§ 5-202. Local registration; provision for. 1. The board 
of inspectors for every election district shall meet for the purpose 
of taking the registration of voters not earlier than the sixth 
Saturdsy or later than the fourth Saturdsy before each general 
election. During such period, in the city of New York and in 
counties having a population of three hundred thousand or more, 
the board shall hold two meetings each year, including at least 
one on a Saturday. During such period, in all other counties, the 
board shall hold one meeting each year, on a Saturday, except 
that in years in which a president of the United States is to be 
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elected, the board shall hold two such meetings, including at least 
one on a Saturday. If the polling place of an election district is 
located in a building owned by a religious organization or used 
by it as a place of worship, the building will not be required to 
be open for voters registration on any Saturday if this is contrary 
to the religious beliefs of the religious organization. The dates of 
such meetings and any additional meetings that the board of 
elections may, in its discretion, direct to be held shall be determined 
by the board of elections except that no such meeting shall be 
held on the religious holidays of Yom Kippur, Rosh Hashana, 
Simchas Torah, Shmini Atzereth or Succoth. The board of elec
tions shall also determine the hours for conducting all such meet
ings, provided, however, that there shall be not less than seven 
consecutive hours for registration on a Saturday and not less than 
three and one-half consecutive hours on any other meeting day. 
The days and hours of registration shall be uniform throughout 
the county and in the city of New York throughout the city, and 
meetings shall begin not earlier than six o'clock in the morning 
and continue not later than half-past ten o'clock in the evening 
and no Saturday meeting shall end before nine o'clock in the 
evening. 

2. Local registration shall always be received by two members 
of the local board of inspectors, representing respectively the two 
political parties as provided herein for the appointment of in
spectors. 

3. The last day of local registration shall be uniform throughout 
the state and such registration day shall be designated by the 
state board of elections not later than the first day of June 
preceding the general election in each year. Such statewide reg
istration day shall be one of the registration days hereinabove 
provided in this section, provided, however, that in any year in 
which presidential and vice-presidential electors are to be elected 
such day shall not be more than thirty days before the general 
election. If the polling place of an election district is located in a 
building owned by a religious organization or used by it as a place 
of worship, the building will not be required to be open for voter 
registration on a Saturday if this is contrary to the religious beliefs 
of the religious organization. 

4. Each board of elections shall make and file in its office and 
with the state board of elections a determination as to the dates 
and hours for local registration not later than the tenth day of 
July next preceding the general election in each year, and shall 
publish such dates and hours at least once in the two week period 
preceding the first day of such registration. Such publication shall 
be in two newspapers published within the county. If the county 
contains a city or cities, at least one of such newspapers shall be 
published in the city, or the largest city, if there be more than 
one. 
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5. Notwithstanding any inconsistent provision of this chapter, 
in any year the board of elections may provide that a single place 
and a single board of inspectors shall be used for taking the local 
registration of two or more election districts provided that such 
board shall find that more than one-half the anticipated registrants 
in such districts are already registered permanently. In cities, notice 
of such action shall be published with the list of registration places 
as provided in this chapter. In towns, the board of elections shall 
cause notice of such action with the location of the registration 
place designated for such election district to be posted in five 
conspicuous public places within each affected election district or 
to be published in the manner provided by this chapter for the 
optional publication of places of registration. In all cases where 
notice is given by publication, the board of elections shall cause 
notice of such action, with the location of the registration place 
designated for such election district to be posted, on the days of 
registration, at the entrance to the regular polling place for each 
affected election district. 
6. Notwithstanding any provision of law to the contrary, any board 
of elections, and in the city of New York, the board of elections 
of the city of New York, may, by resolution adopted not later 
than the first day of July in any year, except a year in which 
presidential and vice presidential electors are to be elected, provide 
that no meeting for local registration shall be held in the county 
or the city of New York. If a board of elections or the board of 
elections of the city of New York adopts a resolution eliminating 
meetings for local registration, such resolution shall remain in 
effect for such year and each succeeding year, except years in 
which presidential and vice presidential electors are to be elected, 
unless it is thereafter repealed by a resolution adopted at least 
sixty dayS prior to the first day for holding local registrations as 
provided for under the provisions of this article. 

§ 5-204. Local registration; general provisions for the 
conduct of. 1. At the opening of each place of registration on 
each day of local registration the board of inspectors shall: 

a. See that the American flag is displayed. 
b. Cause the election district map or maps, or certified descrip

tion thereof, to be posted conspicuously in the registration place. 
c. Check to see that all necessary supplies are available in order 

to properly conduct registration. 
d. Affix or attach to their clothing the proper identification, 

buttons, badges or emblems issued by the board of elections pur
suant to the provisions of this chapter. They shall wear no other 
buttons, badges or emblems which are similar in design. 

[Subd. 2 REPEALED by chap. 164, Laws of 1985.J 
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3. a. The inspectors of election in receiving registrations shall, 
by printing in ink, fill out the registration poll record and the 
central file registration record. 

b. If the applicant's name does not appear on the list of reg
istered voters and if the applicant is not challenged, and he is 
found by the inspectors of election to be otherwise qualified, they 
shall complete his registration as provided herein. 

c. If the person's name appears on the list of registered voters 
and he is residing at the same address as set forth therein, his 
registration shall be refused as unnecessary. 

d. If the applicant's name appears on the list of cancelled 
registrations, the inspectors of election shall ascertain from such 
list the reason for cancellation, and if satisfied that the reason for 
cancellation no longer exists shall register the applicant. 

e. If the inspectors of election shall refuse to receive a regis
tration for any reason, they need not complete the registration 
records. They, however, shall enter the applicant's name and 
address on the applicant's records, shall mark the word "Refused", 
and insert the reason for such refusal in the remarks section on 
each of such registration records. In any such case, they shall 
inform the applicant of such reason, and advise the applicant of 
his right to appeal to the board of elections for review of its 
decision. 

f. If an applicant is challenged after the inspectors of election 
have commenced to take his registration and if such applicant 
refuses to take the challenge oath as prescribed by this article, or 
to answer a question appearing on the challenge affidavit, they 
shall not complete his registration and shall insert in the remarks 
section of his registration records the words "Challenge Oath 
Refused" or "Challenge Question Not Answered". 

g. After completing the registration forms the inspectors of 
election shall require the applicant to sign the two registration 
records in the spaces provided for his signature at the time of 
registration. 

h. After securing the voter's signatures, the two inspectors by 
whom the registration is taken shall sign the records in the spaces 
provided. 

k. If an applicant has removed from his residence but is still 
eligible to vote from that address for a reason enumerated in this 
chapter, the inspectors shall require him to execute a ststement 
of temporary absence. 

1. If an applicant for registration presents a court order directing 
that he be registered, the board shall register him, enter the words 
"Court Order" in the remarks space on the face of each of his 
registration records, write his new registration serial number on 
the top of the first page of such order and return such order to 
the board of election with the executed certificates and forms. 
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4. The inspectors shall distribute to the voters applying for 
registration copies of the ballot proposals to be submitted to the 
voters at the ensuing election. 

5. An inspector shall not remove or permit to be removed any 
registration record or blank from the locked ledger in which it is 
filed or to insert or permit to be inserted any such record or blank 
in such ledger. If a registration record blank is mutilated or voided 
or for any reason cannot be used, the board shall mark "Void" 
across the face of such blank and the blank of the same number 
in the other ledger of the same set. 

6. The map or maps furnished in cities shall be posted in the 
polling place on the days of local registration. 

7. There shall be no smoking in any place of registration in a 
church or school. 

8. The inspectors shall act as a board and a majority of them 
shall decide questions. 

9. While the polls are open no person shall do any electioneering 
within the polling place, or within a one hundred foot radial 
measured from the entrances, designated by the inspectors of 
election, to a building where the registration is being conducted. 
No political banner, poster or placard shall be allowed in or upon 
the place of registration during any day of registration. Where an 
oath is required or permitted by this article at any meeting for 
registration, any inspector may administer it. The inspectors, and 
each of them, shall preserve good order within and around the 
place of registration and keep access thereto unobstructed. The 
board or any member thereof by order in writing may direct the 
arrest of any person refusing to obey the lawful commands of the 
inspectors, or guilty of disorderly conduct disturbing their pro
ceedings, or violating, or attempting to violate, any of the provisions 
of this chapter. Any police officer or peace officer, who is acting 
pursuant to his special duties, or any person designated by the 
board shall execute the order. 

10. Persons entitled to register who are on line, or in the polling 
place, at or before the time fixed by law for closing of registration, 
shall be allowed to register. 

§ 5-206. Watchers. 1. Each political party or independent 
body duly nominating or entitled to nominate candidates for offices 
to he filled at the election may, by a writing signed by the duly 
authorized chairman or secretary of the county, city, town or 
village committee of such political party or independent body, and 
delivered to and filed with one of the inspectors of election, appoint 
not more than two watchers to attend any meeting or meetings 
of the inspectors for an election district held for the registration 
of voters thereof. 

2. Each watcher must be a qualified voter of the city or county 
in which he is to serve. Such watchers may be present at such 
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place of registration from at least fifteen minutes before the com
mencement of such meeting until after the completion of the duties 
of the board of inspectors for that day of registration. Any watcher 
may examine any challenge list furnished by the board of elections. 

[Section 5-208 REPEALED by chap. 90. Laws of 1991.) 

§ 5-210. Registration and enrollment[. transfer of reg
istration and/or enrollment.] and change of enrollment [and 
special enrollment] upon application [filed by mail or upon 
personal appearance at a board of elections]. 1. In addition 
to local registration and veterans' absentee registration as provided 
in this chapter, any qualified person may apply personally for 
registration and enrollment, [transfer of registration and/or en
rollment or special] clwnge of enrollment by mail or by appearing 
at the board of elections on any day, except a day of election, 
during the hours that such board of elections is open for business. 

2. Application forms for use pursuant to this section shall be 
furnished by a county board of elections to any person requesting 
such form. Application forms sent outside of the United States 
to a country other than Canada or Mexico, shall be sent airmail. 
Each county board of elections shall also cause such application 
forms to be as widely and freely distributed as possible. 

3. Completed application forms, when received by any county 
board of elections or showing a dated cancellation mark of the 
United States Postal Service not later than the twenty-fifth day 
before the next ensuing primary, general or special election, and 
received no later than the twenty-second day before such election 
or delivered in person to such county board of elections not later 
tlwn the tenth day before a specicl election, shall entitle the ap
plicant to vote in such election, if he is otherwise qualified. Any 
county board of elections receiving an application form from a 
person who does not reside in its jurisdiction but who does reside 
elsewhere in the state of New York, shall forthwith forward such 
application form to the proper county board of elections. Each 
county board of elections shall make an entry on each such form 
of the date it is received by such board. 

4. (a) Any qualified person who has moved within the county 
or city of his residence after the twenty-fifth day before a general 
election or who has been honorably discharged from the military 
after the twenty-fifth day before a general election or who became 
a naturalized citizen after the twenty-fifth day before a general 
election may personally rgister at the board of elections in the 
county of his residence and vote in the general election held at 
least ten days after such registration. 

(b) Any qualified person who is rgistered and enrolled and who 
moves within the county or city of his resience after the twenty-

[Matter in italics is new; matter in brackets [] is old law to be omitted.] 
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fifth day before a primary election may personally register and 
enroU at a board of elections in the county of his residence not 
later than ten days before such primary election and. provided 
that such enrollment is in the same party as his or her previous 
enrollment, vote in such primary election. 

5. A uniform statewide application form shall be designed by 
the state board of elections, which shall be compatible with local 
systems of voter registration data collection and storage, and shall 
elicit the information required for the registration poll record. The 
form shall be a bifold self mailer pre-addressed to the appropriate 
board of elections or containing a space to permit the applicant 
to address the mailer to the appropriate board of elections. The 
form shall include such other information as the state board of 
elections may reasonably require and shall also include the following 
information: 

(a) Notice that those voters currently registered do not need to 
reregister unless they have moved or failed to vote in at least 
[once at a general, special or primary election during the four 
preceding years.] one of tM Inst two presidential elections or in 
any otMr general, special or primary election in tM period between 
such presidential elections. 

(b) Instructions on how to fill out and submit the form and 
that the form must be received by any county board of elections 
at least twenty-five days prior to the election at which the applicant 
may vote. 

(c) Notice that registration[, enrollment, transfer of registration 
and/or enrollment, or special] and enrollment is not complete until 
the form is received by the appropriate county board of elections. 

(d) Notice of a voter's right to register [centrally or] locally. 
(e) A warning that it is a crime to procure a false registration 

or to furnish false information to the board of elections. 
(f) Notice that political party enrollment is optional but that, 

in order to vote in a primary election of a political party, a voter 
must enroll in that political party. 

(g) Notice that the applicant must be a citizen of the United 
States, at least eighteen years old on or before the day of the next 
general election and a resident of the county or city to which 
application is made. 

(h) Notice that a voter notification form will be mailed to each 
applicant whose completed form is received. 

(i) The telephone number of the county board of elections. 
(j) A space for the applicant to indicate whether or not the 

voter is willing to serve on election day for a board of elections 
as an election inspector, poll clerk, interpreter or in other capacities. 

[Matter in italics is new; matter in brackets [] is old law to be omitted.] 
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(k) The form shall also include space for the following infor
mation, which must be contained on the inside of the form after 
it is folded for mailing: 

(i) A space for the applicant to indicate whether or not 
he has ever voted or registered to vote before in New York 
state and if so, the year in which he last voted or registered 
and his name and address at the time. 

(ii) The name and residence address of the applicant 
including the zip code and apartment number, if any. 

(iii) The date and place of birth of the applicant and the 
name at birth, if different. 

(iv) If the applicant is a naturalized citizen, the year, 
court and place of naturalization and the name at the time 
of naturalization, if different or, if citizenship was obtained 
through derivation, the name and relationship of the person 
naturalized; there shall be no requirement for the listing of 
a naturalization number. 

(v) A description of the applicant in terms of height, 
color of eyes, and sex. 

(vi) The name and post office address of the voter's 
.employer. 

(vii) A space for the applicant to indicate his choice of 
party enrollment, with a clear alternative provided for the 
applicant to decline to affiliate with any party. 

(viii) A place for the applicant to execute the form on a 
line which is clearly labeled "signature of applicant" pre
ceded by the following specific form of affirmation. 

"I affirm that the information provided herein is true 
and 1 understand that the application will be accepted 
for all purposes as the equivalent of an affidavit, and if 
it contains a material false statement, shall subject me 
to the same penalties for perjury as if 1 had been duly 
sworn." 

which form of affirmation shall be followed by a space for the 
date and the aforementioned line for the applicant's signature. 

(I) The form may also include detachable portions with space 
for the applicant's signature, and instructions to the voter that 
he must sign each of such portions. 

6. A person who wi11fuiiy makes a material false statement in 
any application for registration and enrollment and/or transfer of 
registration and enrollment or special enrollment by mail, or who 
knowingly makes a false affirmation, or who offers or attempts to 
offer any application for registration and enrollment or transfer 
of registration and enrollment or special enrollment knowing that 
the applicant is not qualified to register or enroll, or transfer his 
registration and enrollment or to specially enroll, shall be guilty 
of a class E felony. 
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6-a. A uniform statewide change-of-residence registration form 
shall be designed by the state board of elections, such form shall 
be compatible with local systems of voter registration data collection 
and storage, and shall elicit the information required for the reg
istration poll record as set forth pursuant to subdivision four of 
this section. The form shall be a postcard self-mailer which shall 
be pre-addressed to the appropriate board of elections or shall contain 
a space to permit the applicant to address the mailer to the ap
propriate board of elections. The form shall include such other 
information as the state board of elections may reasonably require 
and shall also include the folwwing in/ormation: 

(a) Notice to the applicant that the form may be used for reg
istratian only when a previously registered voter has moved to 
another address in the same county or city, that the form cannot 
be utilized to alter or amend the previous voter registration in any 
other way including, changing a name or changing party enrollment, 
and that any other change requires use of the standard registration 
form. 

(b) A space for the applicant to indicate his or her name and 
date of birth, the prior and new residence addresses, including the 
zip code and apartment number, if any, and the telephane number 
of the new residence. 

(c) Notice that a voter notification form will be mailed to each 
applicant whase completed form is received. 

(d) The telephane number of the board of elections. 
(e) A ploce for the applicant to execute the form on a line which 

is clearly labeled "signature of applicant" preceded by the following 
specific form of affirmation: 

"I affirm that the information provided herein is true and I 
understand that this application will be accepted for aU purposes 
as the equivalent of an affidavit, and, if it contains a material false 
statement, shall subject me to the same penalties for perjury as if 
I had been duly sworn." 
Such form of affirmation shall be followed by a space for th date 
and the aforementioned line for the applicant's signature. 

7. Each county board of elections shall deliver a sufficient num
ber of such uniform statewide application forms to each local post 
office within its county and keep such post office so supplied, with 
the request that the postmaster thereof make them available to 
the public for its use in participating in the electoral process. 

8. [(a) 1 Upon its receipt by the county board of elections, each 
application form shall be reviewed and examined by at least two 
members or employees of such board authorized by the board to 
receive registrations. Such two members or employees shall rep
resent the two major political parties. If the application shall 
contain substantially all the required information indicating that 

[Matter in italics is new.] 
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the applicant is legally qualified to register and/or enroll as stated 
in his application, the county board of elections shall transfer all 
information on such application to the appropriate registration 
records. Detachable portions of the application containing the 
applicant's signature, or in lieu thereof, a photostatic copy of the 
applicant's signature, shall be pasted in each space provided on 
the registration and enrollment records for the insertion of the 
registrant's signature. 

[(b) The county board of elections shall review each application 
form to determine if the applicant is entitled to a transfer of 
registration and/or enrollment or special enrollment. If such form 
shall contain substantially all of the required information, and the 
applicant is so entitled, the board shall make such transfer, or 
shall enter such special enrollment, in the manner provided by 
this chapter. 

(c) An enrollment made by mail by any applicant shall be 
effective for the next primary election in which such applicant 
would be entitled to vote if such enrollment had been taken by a 
central registration board.] 

9. The county board of elections shall, promptly and in any 
event, not later than twenty-one days after receipt by it of the 
application, mail a notification of its approval or rejection of the 
application to the applicant. Notices of approval shall be sent by 
nonforwardable mail. The voter's registration and enrollment[, 
transfer of registration and/or enrollment or special enrollment,] 
shall be complete upon receipt of the application by the appropriate 
county board of elections, subject, however, to the county board 
of elections' right to reject any such applicant in the event that 
the notification by mail is returned undelivered. The notice shall 
also advise the registrant of the date when his registration and 
enrollment is effective, of the date of the next regularly scheduled 
primary or general election in which he will be eligible to vote, 
of the location of the polling place of the election district in which 
he is or will be a qualified voter, whether such polling place is 
accessible to physically handicapped voters, an indication that 
physically handicapped voters may obtain an absentee ballot and 
the phone number to call for absentee ballot applications. The 
notice shall also advise him to notify the board of elections if 
there is any inaccuracy. The form of such mail notification shall 
be prescribed by the state board of elections and shall contain 
such other information and instructions as it may reasonably 
require to carry out the purposes of this section. 

10. If the county board of elections suspects or believes that 
for any reason the applicant is not entitled to registration[, en
rollment or transfer of registration and/or enrollment or special] 
and enrollment, it shall make inquiry in reference thereto. If the 

[Matter in italics is new; matter in brackets [) is old law to be omitted.) 
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board of elections shall find that the applicant is not qualified to 
register[,] and [enroll or transfer his registration and/or enrollment 
or for special enrollment], the application shall be rejected and 
the applicant notified of such rejection and the reason therefor, 
no later than ten days before the day of the first primary[,] or 
general [or special] election occurring at least [thirty] twenty-five 
days after the filing of the application. 

11. Whenever the county board of elections is not satisfied from 
an examination of an application for registration[, enrollment, 
transfer of registration and/or enrollment or special] and enroll
ment, or after its initial inquiry, that the applicant is entitled to 
such registration[, enrollment, transfer] or [special] enrollment, it 
may order an investigation through any officer or employee of the 
state or county board of elections, police officer, sheriff or deputy 
sheriff. 

12. An affidavit or a signed statement by any officer or employee 
of the state or county board of elections or any police officer, 
sheriff or deputy sheriff, that he visited the premises claimed by 
the applicant as his residence and that he interrogated an inmate, 
house-dweller, keeper, caretaker, owner, proprietor or landlord 
thereof or therein as to such applicant's residence therein or 
thereat, and that he was informed by one or more such persons, 
naming them, that they knew the persons residing upon such 
premises and that the applicant did not reside upon such premises 
as set forth in his application, shall be sufficient authority for a 
determination by the board that the applicant is not entitled to 
registration[, enrollment or transfer of registration and/or enroll
ment] or [special] enrollment; but this provision shall not preclude 
the board from making such other determination, as the result of 
other inquiry, as it may deem appropriate. 

13. Notwithstanding the entry by the county board of elections 
or the central registration board on the registration poll record of 
the information contained on an application form prescribed by 
this section, such entry shall not preclude the county board of 
elections from subsequently rejecting the application if it is not 
satisfied that the applicant is entitled to register[,] and enroll[, 
transfer his registration and/or enrollment or special enrollment] 
as provided by this section, provided that the applicant is notified 
of such rejection and reasons therefor no later than ten days before 
the day of the first primary[,] or general [or special] election 
occurring at least [thirty] twenty-five days after the filing of such 
application form. 

14. The county board of elections shall keep a record of appli
cations for mail registration as they are received and at least once 
each month, shall give to the chairman of each political party in 
the county a complete list of the applicants whose applications 

[Matter in italics is new; matter in brackets [] is old law to be omitted.] 
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were approved together with their addresses and telephone num
bers, and their election and assembly districts or wards, if any. 

ISection amended by chap. 473 and Bubd. 6-a added by chap. 79, Laws of 1992.J 

§ 5-211. Agency assisted registration The state board of 
elections sludl implement and administer a program of distribution 
of voter registration forms and designate the departments of labor, 
motar vehicles, state, social services, and other state agencies, de
partments, divisions, and offices which have regular contact with 
the public in their daily administration of business for participation 
in such program. Such agencies shan be required ta make available, 
under the direction of the state board of elections, voter registration 
forms at counters and in public areas of such agencies where services 
are made available to the public. 

1. The state board of elections shan prepare and distribute ta 
participating agencies written instructions as ta the implementation 
of the program. Such instructions shan include direction that: 

(a) participating state agencies sludl make available voter regis
tration forms, explanatory written instructions and directions to an 
available wcked receptacle to persons wha are interested in regis
tering to vote; 

(b) strict neutrality with respect to a person's party enroUment 
shan be maintained and aU persons seeking voter registration forms 
and information shan be advised that government services are not 
conditioned on being registered to vote; and 

(c) state empwyees shan not participate or assist in completion 
of the registration forms but rather shan refer aU questions to the 
state board of elections or a county board of elections. 

2. The state board of elections sludl coordinate and monitor the 
distribution of voter registration forms by thase state agencies, 
departments, divisions and offices selected to participate in the 
program to maximize the efficient and non partisan distribution of 
voter registration information and forms. 

3. Each participating agency, department, division and office that 
makes available voter registration forms sludl prominently display 
promotional materials designed and approved by the state board of 
elections, informing the public of the existence of voter registration 
services. 

4. Each participating agency, department, division or office that 
makes available voter registration forms pursuant to this section 
slud~ at the next regularly scheduled printing of the primary form 
used to determine eligibility for services, amend such form to include 
the foUowing statement: 

If you are not registered to vote at your current 
address you may receive a registration form here 

[Matter in italics is new; matter in brackets [] is old law to be omitted. ) 
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today. You may receive government services without 
being registered to vote. If you would like a reg
istration form, CHECK HERE: 

5. (a) Each participating agency, department, division or office 
shaU designate a convenient place in the public area of each office 
where voter registration forms are made availnble where a locked 
receptocle capable of receiving and holding completed voter regis
tration forms shaU be wcated. 

(b) Such wcked receptocles shaU be the property of and under 
the sole control of the board of elections. Only the board of elections 
shall have access to the wcked receptocles and shall periodically 
collect the contents of such receptacles to ensure the timely regis
tration of the participants in the voter registration program. 

6. (a) The state board of elections shall devewp for distribution 
by participating agencies written instruction sheets explaining how 
to complete the voter registration form The instruction sheet shall 
be written in English and Spanish and shall also include: 

(i) qualification for voting; 
(ii) voter registration deadlines; 
(iii) the fact that a voter must re-register each time he or she 

moves; 
(iv) an explanation of the notice that voters receive from their 

lacal election authority when they have been officially registered; 
(v) a toU free telephone number at the stote board of elections 

that can be called for answers to registration questions; and 
(vi) notice that some empwyees are not permited to answer ques

tions or assist in completing the registration form and that all 
inquiries with respect to registration should be made to the stote 
board of elections or to a county board of elections. 

(b) The state board of elections shaU provide a toll free telephone 
number to answer registration questions. 
[Section added by chap. 79. Laws of 1992.) 

§ 5-212. Veterans' absentee registration. 1. The board of 
elections in the county in which a veterans' hospital is located 
shall appoint a board of registration which sball attend each 
veterans' hospital between the hours of nine o'clock in the morning 
and five o'clock in the evening on the seventh Thursday before 
each general election and, in the event that it be necessary for 
the completion of its duties, on the seventh Friday before such 
election except that if any of the religious holidays of Yom Kippur, 
Rosh Hashanah, Simchas Torah, Shmini Atzereth or Succoth shall 
fall on such days, such registration shall be held on the next 
regular business day which does not fall on any of such religious 
holidays, and shall receive from inmates or patients therein, or 
their spouses, parents and children, the applications of such of 

(Matter in italics is new.] 
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them as desire and are qualified to be registered by absentee 
registration. 

2. After the applicant completes and signs the application, or 
has it signed for him, it shall be deposited by or for him in an 
envelope and sealed. Before receiving the next application the 
board shall address the envelope to the board of elections in the 
county where the applicant resides and note upon a form provided 
for such purpose the date of the application, the name and residence 
address of the applicant and the name of the hospital at which 
the application was received. 

3. At the end of each day each member of such board shall 
sign the form containing the list of applicants with their names 
and addresses and they shall, no later than the next day, return 
the list and the sealed envelopes to the board of elections in the 
county where such hospital is located. 

4. The board of elections upon receipt of such applications shall 
immediately mail those applications that are addressed to another 
board of elections and shall process those applications addressed 
to it. 

5. If a Veterans' Administration Hospital in which any veteran 
entitled to vote in this state is an inmate or patient, is located 
outside the State of New York, an application for an absentee 
ballot signed by such veteran or his spouse, parent or child ac
companying or being with him, if a qualified voter and a resident 
of the same election district, shall constitute permanent personal 
registration. 

6. All applications made and received pursuant to this section 
shall be processed in the manner provided herein for personal 
registration by mail. 

7. The cost incurred by the county in which such veterans' 
hospital is located, for the registration of voters as herein provided, 
may be apportioned to the counties in which such voters reside 
in proportion to the number of applicants for such registration 
residing in such counties. 

8. The board of elections shall not be required to send a board 
of central registration to each veterans' hospital in such county, 
pursuant to the provisions of this section, if, in lieu thereof, it 
shall provide such hospital with mail registration application forms 
in sufficient quantity so that each inmate or patient of such hospital 
who wishes to register will be able to do so. A complete application 
received from an inmate or patient whose residence is in a county 
other than the county in which the hospital is located shall be 
immediately transmitted to the appropriate board of elections. 

§ 5-214. Registration cards for identification. A board of 
elections may provide identification cards for use in any city or 
town in such county in which the board deems it necessary to 
facilitate voting. However, the failure of a voter to present such 
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card shall not deprive such voter of the right to exercise the 
franchise, or any other right provided under this chapter. 

§ 5-216. Registration; assistance to applicant. 1. If any 
person entitled to be registered shall declare to the board of 
inspectors that he is unable to read or write by reason of illiteracy 
or disability, the board shall provide assistance in registering. Such 
person shall, if unable to write, be excused from signing and the 
board shall enter the words "unable to sign" in each space reserved 
for his signature. The board shall also enter in the remarks space 
on the face of the registration records the reason for his inability 
to write his name. 

2. If the applicant be a person who does not speak the English 
language, he may be assisted by a relative who can interpret for 
him. If the applicant registers with this assistance the board shall 
put in the remarks space of the registration forms the name and 
address, and the relationship, of the person so doing the inter
preting and the interpreter shall sign his name in the remarks 
space. 

3. If the registrant needs assistance with registration, he may 
also have the same assistance in order to mark the enrollment 
blank. 

§ 5-218. Registration; challenges. 1. Any person who ap
plies for registration may be challenged by any qualified voter, 
watcher, or inspector of election is such person has reason to 
suspect that the applicant is not qualified to be registered to vote. 

2. When an applicant is challenged the person making the 
challenge must first state the reason for the challenge and complete 
the challenger's part of the challenge form. The board shall then 
administer to such applicant the following oath: "You do solemnly 
swear (or affirm) that you will give true answers to the questions 
which may be put to you to establish your qualifications to register 
and vote." A member of such board shall then read to the challenged 
person the questions printed upon the form of the challenge 
affidsvit which relate to the reason given for the challenge, and 
such other questions on the form as in its discretion it may deem 
appropriate, and shall enter in ink, opposite each question, the 
answer thereto given by such applicant. After answering, the 
applicant shall sign his name to such challenge affidavit. The 
inspector or member of such board who writes the answers shall 
enter in the place provided on the challenge affidavit, information 
identifying the person challenged and the name and address of 
the person challenging, and shall sign the certificate at the end 
thereof. The other inspectors present shall also sign such certificate 
at the end thereof. 

3. The applicant shall be registered by the board if a majority 
of such board shall be satisfied with the answers of the registrant. 
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If not satisfied, they shall notify him of the qualifications which 
they believe he lacks as a voter, and shall furnish him with a 
duplicate of the challenge affidavit as completed. They shall also 
advise him of his right to apply to the board of elections for 
registration. 

4. When a person who has been challenged is registered, the 
board shall enter in the remarks column the word "Challenged". 

5. The state board of elections shall prescribe forms for challenge 
affidavits for use pursuant hereto, which forms shall elicit such 
information from the application as it deems appropriate. 

§ 5-220. Registration; challenge after registered. 1. Any 
person may challenge the registration of a voter by executing and 
delivering to the board of elections or a board taking registrations, 
his affidavit that he has reason to believe that such voter's reg
istration should be cancelled. Such affidavit shall contain the 
affiant's full name, residence, and business address, the name of 
his employer, the registration serial number of the person chal
lenged and a recital of the reasons and the facts supporting affiant's 
belief that the person challenged lacks the qualifications for voting 
prescribed in this chapter and specified in such affidavit. The 
affidavit shall state if the reasons for challenge are based upon 
the affiant's personal knowledge, or upon information received 
from another person. If the affiant's belief is based upon infor
mation furnished by another, the affidavit shall recite the name 
of the person furnishing the information and the basis for his 
information. After the affiant has signed such affidavit a member 
of such board shall read to him and request him to sign the 
following oath, which shall be subscribed by such affiant: "I do 
solemnly swear (or affirm) that the foregoing statement made by 
me on (insert day, month and year) is a truthful disclosure of the 
reasons for my belief that the registered voter therein named is 
not qualified to continue to be registered in the election district 
in which he is now registered." If the affiant shall take and sign 
such oath, the members of the board shall sign their names as 
witnesses below the affiant's subscription to such oath. Each such 
affidavit shall be directed toward the challenge of only one reg
istrant. The board shall give full assistance to any person desiring 
to execute such an affidavit. The board of elections shall furnish 
the necessary forms. Upon receipt of such affidavit the board of 
elections forthwith shall conduct an investigation of the voter's 
qualifications to remain registered in the same manner as provided 
for applications for personal registration by mail. Any person whose 
registration is so challenged shall be notified thereof by the board 
of elections by registered or certified mail within five days after 
the affidavit is received by it. 

2. If the board of elections cannot complete its investigation, 
or cannot make a determination before the next election at which 
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the registrant could vote, it shall place his name on a challenge 
list as a person to be challenged when voting. 

§ 5-222. Statement of temporary absence. 1. A voter who 
has removed from his residence but who is still eligible to vote 
from that address for any of the reasons enumerated in this chapter 
shall, at the time of his registration, or at the time of his removal, 
or upon request of the board of elections, file with such board, in 
person or by mail, a statement of temporary absence. 

2. Such statement shall set forth where the voter actually resides, 
where he claims to be legally domiciled, the name of his occupation 
or employment, the name and address of his employer, or the 
school he attends, or the institution at which he is resident, the 
class to which he claims to belong and such other information as 
the board shall deem appropriate. 

3. When such a statement is filed, the board of elections shall 
enter the words "Statement of temporary absence filed" in the 
"remarks" space on the face of such voter's registration poll record. 
The registration serial number of the voter shall be placed on 
such statement and it shall be preserved with the other records 
of the board of elections. 

4. The state board of elections may prescribe a form of statement 
of temporary absence. 

§ 5-224. Registration of voters unlawfully denied the right 
to register. 1. If any voter applies personally for registration 
and is unlawfully denied the right to register, the county board 
of elections may, upon the application of the voter in person or 
by mail to such board within two weeks after the last day of 
registration, or within five days after the date of the voter's receipt 
of notice of the rejection of his application, upon proper proof, 
and upon such notice to the chairman of the county committees 
of the several parties as the board shall prescribe, direct that he 
be registered in the election district in which he is a qualified 
voter. The directions of the county board of elections shall be 
carried out by the board itself, by its clerks, or by the proper 
inspectors of elections, as the board may prescribe. The county 
board of elections shall make a final determination of such ap· 
plication not later than one week after the application is made 
by the voter. 

2. If the board of elections has reason to believe that any 
applicant has been wrongfully denied the right to register, it shall 
notify him by mail and such person, upon application in person 
or by mail to the board of elections, within two weeks of the date 
of such notice, may be registered by the board of elections. 

3. The board of elections shall make a final determination on 
such application not later than one week after it is made. 
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4. If any applicant is registered pursuant to the provisions of 
this section, such registration shall be deemed effective as of the 
date of the wrongful denial of the right to register. 

§ 5-226. Registration; voter registered in wrong dis
trict. 1. If any voter has been registered in a wrong election 
district, the board of elections shall, if he is a qualified voter in 
any election district within the jurisdiction of such board, change 
his registration to the correct election district. The board of 
elections shall thereupon give immediate notice by mail to such 
voter that his registration has been corrected, and also the location 
of the polling place of the election district in which he is a qualified 
voter. 

2. If such voter does not reside in any election district within 
the jurisdiction of the board, his registration shall be cancelled 
and he shall be notified of the cancellation and the reason therefor. 

3. The board shall maintain a list of all such corrections and 
cancellations as the public record in its office and shall deliver a 
copy of such list to the chairman of each political party seven 
days before each election. 

§ 5-228. Registration; certificates of local registra
tion. 1. At the close of local registration, each board of inspectors 
shall mail, or, if the board of elections directs, shall deliver to the 
board of elections a certificate, signed by the members of such 
board, stating the name, present residence address of each regis
trant and such other information as the board of elections shall 
require and a certificate stating the name and address of each 
person whom the board refused to register for any reason other 
than that he was already registered, and, in each instance, the 
reason for such refusal. The names and addresses shall be entered 
on such certificates during the day of registration as the voters 
concerned are registered or refused registration. 

2. At the end of each period of local registration, the board of 
inspectors shall sign a certificate containing a tabulation of the 
following information: 

a. The total number of voters registered on each day of local 
registration; 

b. The total number of voters registered during such period of 
registration; 

c. Such other information as shall be deemed appropriate by 
the county board of elections and the state board of elections. 

Such certificate shall be mailed or delivered to the board of 
elections as it may direct, by the board taking registrations. In 
any city having therein an office of the board of elections, the 
board of elections may direct that such certificate shall be delivered 
to the police at the place of registration or the nearest police 
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stationhouse. In such event, the police shall forthwith deliver the 
certificate to the board of elections at its nearest office. 

3. The state board of elections shall prescribe the form of the 
certificates required by this section. 

§ 5-230. Local registration; disposition of records and 
supplies. 1. At the end of each day of registration, the chairman 
of each board of inspectors shall deliver the ledgers locked in the 
carrying case, if any, the flag and all other supplies to the police 
at the place of registration, or, if directed, to the officer charged 
by this chapter with the duty of delivering such articles to the 
board. The police or such officer shall return all such articles on 
the next day of registration to the chairman of such board at the 
place of registration immediately prior to the opening hour for 
registration. 

2. If allowed by the board of elections, at the end of each day 
of registration, the chairman may, after locking and sealing the 
same, leave the registration poll records in the custody of a member 
of the board of one political party and the corresponding central 
file registration records with a member of the board of the opposite 
political party and himself retain custody of all other articles, or 
securely store such other articles in the place of registration if the 
same be a public building. 

3. If allowed by the board of elections, at the end of each day 
of registration, the registration poll records and all other articles 
may be securely stored in the place of registration if the same be 
a public building. 

4. At the close of the last day on which any board of inspectors 
is authorized to take registrations such board shall seal the ledgers 
and lock them in the carrying case; enclose all keys in a sealed 
package and enclose all executed forms in a sealed package. The 
chairman of such board shall deliver the sealed material, unused 
forms and all equipment and material furnished by the board of 
elections to a person designated by the board of elections to take 
custody of these items. The person designated shall deliver all 
such articles to the board of elections within twenty-four hours 
after the polls close. 

5. The members of each board taking registrations shall sign 
all seals and shall affix their signatures to each in such a manner 
that the article sealed cannot be opened without breaking their 
signatures. 

6. Any person receiving such supplies from the board of in
spectors shall give to the person delivering such supplies a receipt 
therefor, which, if a ledger carrying case is included, shall certify 
that such case was locked at the time he received it. 
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TITLE III 

ENROLLMENT 

Section 5-300. Enrollment; generally. 
5-302. Enrollment; opening of enrollment box and com

pletion. 
5-304. Enrollment; change of enrollment or new en

rollment by previously registered voters. 
5-306. Enrollment; correction of. 
5-310. Enrollment; forms of affidavits, mailing require

ments. 

§ 5-300. Enrollment; generally. At the time a voter is reg
istered or completes an application for registration he may mark 
his party enrollment within the circle or box underneath or next 
to the party of his election on the application form. 

[Old §5-3oo REPEALED by chap. 164. Laws of 1985.) 

§ 5-302. Enrollment; completion. 1. Before placing the reg
istration poll record in the poll ledger, the board shall enter in 
the space provided therefor on the back of such registration poll 
record the name of the party designated by the voter on his 
application form, provided such party continues to be a party as 
defined in this law. If such party ceases to be a party at any tinte, 
either before or after such enrollment is so entered, the enrollment 
of such voter shall be deemed to be blank and shall be entered 
as such until such voter files an application for change of enrollment 
pursuant to the provisions of this chapter. The board shall enter 
the date of such entry and affix initials thereto in the space 
provided. 

2. If the application form is for a voter who has changed his 
enrollment or a voter who has previously registered and not en
rolled, then the board of elections shall compare the information 
and the signature appearing on each application form received 
with that on the registration poll record of the applicant and if 
found to correspond in all particulars shall, not earlier than the 
Tuesday following the next general election and not later than the 
thirtieth day preceding the last day for publishing enrollment lists, 
proceed in the manner specified in subdivision one hereof to enter 
such enrollment on such voter's registration poll card. 

3. If marks are found in more than one of the boxes or circles 
or if no marks are found in any of the boxes or circles of any 
application form, the voter who used the application form shall 
not be deemed to be enrolled, and the words blank or void shall 
be entered in the space reserved on his registration poll record 
for the name of a political party. 
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4. Registration poll records of voters whose registrations are not 
rejected by the board of elections shall forthwith be placed in the 
poll ledger or such voters' names shall forthwith be entered in the 
computer files from which the computer generated regUltration IUlts 
are prepared, except that the registration poll record of an othrwise 
qualified voter who registers after the twenty-fifth day before a 
primary election shall not be placed in [the] such poll ledger or 
such voters' names shall not appear on such a computer generated 
regUltration IUlt until after such primary and except further that 
the registration poll record of a voter whose previous registration 
was cancelled pursuant to the provisions of this chapter after the 
previous general election and who registers pursuant to the pro
visions of this chapter after such cancellation shall not be placed 
in [the] such poll ledger or such voters' names shall not appear 
on such a computer generated regUltraton IUlt until after the fall 
primary election, unless such voter has enrolled with the same 
party as the enrollment on the registration which was so cancelled. 

The registration poll record of a voter who is not eligible to 
vote in a primary election but who is eligible to vote in a special 
election held before such primary election shall be placed in its 
regular place in the poll ledger or in a special section of such poll 
ledger for such special election as the board of elections, in its 
discretion, shall provide, or such name shall appear in its regular 
plnce on the computer generated regUltration IUlt prepared for use 
in such special ekction. Such poll record shall be removed from 
such poll ledger or computer generated regUltration list immediately 
after such special election. 

5. During the period preceding the ensuing primary election, 
the board of elections shall maintain as a public record a list of 
all enrollments entered, transferred or corrected, and not contained 
in the last published enrollment list. Such supplemental enrollment 
list shall contain the same information and shall be distributed 
in the same manner as the original enrollment list not later than 
the fifteenth day before the primary election. 
(Sulld. 4 amended by cbep. 91, Law. of 1992.] 

§ 5-304. Enrollment; change of enrollment or new en
rollment by previously registered voters. 1. A registered voter 
may change his enrollment in the manner prescribed by this 
section. 

2. The term "change of enrollment" shall apply to applications 
by a registered voter already enrolled in one party to enroll in a 
different party, or to delete his enrollment in any party, or an 
application by a registered voter not enrolled in any party to enroll 
in a particular party. 

[Matter in italics is new; matter in brackets [] is old law to be omitted.] 
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3. A change of enrollment received by the board of elections 
not later than the twenty-fifth day before the general election shall 
be deposited in a sealed enrollment box, which shall not be opened 
until the first Tuesday following such general election. Such change 
of enrollment shall be then removed and entered as provided in 
this article. 

4. Registered voters may apply for change of enrollment personally 
by mail to or by appearing before a county board of elections or 
by appearing before a board of inspectors. If the applicant has 
appeared in person and if the board finds that he is properly 
registered, it shall provide the applicant with an application form 
for voter registration by mail which shall be treated as an appli
cation for change of enrollment filed pursuant to this section. If 
the voter has applied personally by mail, the county board of 
elections shall mail him an application form for voter registration 
by mail as provided by this chapter. If a registered voter submits 
an application form for registration or enrollment, personally by 
mail, as provided by this chapter, from the residence address from 
which he is then registered, and such form reflects a change of 
enrollment, the county board of elections shall treat such form as 
an application for change of enrollment form filed pursuant to 
this section. 

[Subd. 5 REPEALED by chap. 164, Law. of 1965.] 

§ 5-306. Enrollment; correction of. 1. If, after being reg
ularly registered in an election district a voter discovers he has 
made a mistake when enrolling, he may within one year from the 
date of his last registration apply to the board of elections of the 
county or city in which he resides for a correction of the mistake 
made by him when marking his enrollment blank, by filing his 
affidavit setting forth substantially as follows: how he is enrolled, 
and the town or city, election district, and when required, the 
ward or assembly district, in which he is registered, the street 
address, if any, from which he was registered, a statement, in 
substance, that his current enrollment blank was not marked 
correctly and that he did not intend to be so enrolled; the name 
of the party with which he did intend to enroll and which he 
desires to be entered on the registration records; a statement that 
he has been duly and regularly enrolled with the party whose name 
he desires entered on his registration records for at least five years 
immediately preceding the registration at which such mistake 
occurred or that he was not registered for all or part of such five 
year period; the county or counties and the addresses at which 
he resided when he was so enrolled; that he is in general sympathy 
with the principles of the party with which he requests to be 
enrolled and intends to support generally its nominees at the next 
general election, and a statement that he has not enrolled in any 
party or participated in any primary election or convention of any 

88 



Art. 5 REGISTRATION AND ENROLLMENT OF VOTERS § 5-310 

party during the past five years, other than the one with which 
he requests to be enrolled. 

2. If the applicant's certificate or, the registration records in 
the office of such board show the applicant to have been registered 
during such five year period elsewhere in the state of New York 
the board shall require the applicant to produce a certified tran
script of his enrollment, if any, in such other jurisdiction within 
the state accompanied with proof, by affidavit, showing his identity 
with the person whose name appears in such transcript. If the 
records of any board of elections within the state show the applicant 
to have been enrolled during such five year period in any party 
other than the one with which he requests to be enrolled, or to 
have been registered but not enrolled, the application for correction 
of enrollment shall be denied. 

3. A voter may correct his enrollment pursuant hereto on any 
of the days the board is open for registration. A correction made 
during the twenty-five day period preceding a primary election 
shall not be effective for such election. 

4. Where such application for correction of enrollment is ap
proved, the board of elections shall enter the date of filing of the 
voter's affidavit along with the new party of enrollment in the 
spaces provided for entering enrollments on the back of his reg
istration poll record and the words "Enrollment Corrected" in the 
remarks space therein. The members of the board shall affix their 
initials to such entry. The board shall file such affidavit in a file 
specially maintained for that purpose. 
[Section 5-308 REPEALED by chap. 90, Laws of 1991.] 

§ 5-310. Enrollment; forms of affidavits, mailing require
ments_ 1. The board shall prepare forms for the various appli
cations and affidavits required under this title and, upon appli
cation, shall furnish a copy of the appropriate form to or for any 
voter desiring to use the same, and an additional copy if required. 
Copies also may be sold by the board, at cost, to any qualified 
voter. 

2. Except when a voter is expressly required to file a paper in 
person, such paper may be filed either in person, by agent or sent 
by mail. Mailing within the state and within the times prescribed 
for filing shall be sufficient if the affidavit be received by the 
board. The postmark shall be sufficient proof of the date of mailing. 
If mailed outside of the state or if the postmark is omitted or 
illegible the affidavit must be received by the board within the 
times so prescribed for filing. 

TITLE IV 
CANCELLATION OF REGISTRATION 

Section 5-400. Cancellation of registration; generally. 
5-402. Cancellation of registration; generally, notice to 

voter. 
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5-403. Rejection of ballot of unqualified voter; notice of 
action by board. 

5-404. Cancellation of registration; cancellation of re
cord. 

5-406. Cancellation of registration; failure to vote. 

§ 5-400. Cancellation of registration; generally. A voter's 
registration shall be cancelled if, since the time of his last reg
istration, he: 

1. Failed to vote, during any five year period which ends in a 
year in which electors of president and vice president of the United 
States are elected, in at least one general, special or primary 
election or village election conducted by the board of elections. 

2. Moved his residence and did not transfer his registration as 
provided for herein. 

3. Was convicted of a felony disqualifying him from voting. 
4. Has been adjudicated an incompetent. 
5. Refused to take a challenge oath. 
6. Has died. 
7. For any other reason, is no longer qualified to vote as provided 

in this chapter. 

§ 5-402. Cancellation of registration; generally, notice to 
voter. 1. The board of elections shall cancel the registration of 
a voter when he is no longer qualified to vote or as required 
herein. 

2. Whenever the board has reason to believe that a registered 
voter is no longer qualified to vote, it shall, before cancelling his 
registration, notify him by first class mail to the address from 
which he was last registered that he may appear before the board 
or answer in writing by mail, stating the reasons why his regis
tration should not be cancelled. Such notice shall also state that 
if the voter does not appear or answer in writing within fourteen 
days after such notice is mailed, his registration will be cancelled. 
Such notice shall also advise the voter of his right to reregister 
pursuant to the provisions of this chapter and shall contain the 
phone number to call for the days and hours of local registration 
and the location of local registration places, the deadline for 
personal registration by mail for the next general election and the 
phone number to call to obtain additional applications for personal 
registration by mail. Together with such notice of cancellation, 
the board shall mail to such registrant an application for personal 
registration by mail. If such registered voter shall fail to appear 
or answer in writing within such time or if, after he so appears 
or writes, the board is not satisfied that he is qualified to remain 
registered, the board shall cancel his registration. 
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3. The board of elections shall notify immediately every person 
whose registration is cancelled after such person has responded, 
in person or by mail, to a notice sent pursuant to subdivision two 
of this section, of the action taken and the reason therefor, by 
written notice to the address from which he was last registered. 
Such notice shall advise such persons either of their right to 
reregister or their right to apply to a court of law for reinstatement, 
whichever is appropriate. 

§ 5-403. Rejection of ballot of unqualified voter; notice 
of action by board. Whenever the ballot of any person, voted 
in an affidavit envelope in the manner prescribed by this chapter, 
is rejected under the provisions of this chapter on the grounds 
that such person is not a qualified voter of the election district 
wherein he sought to vote, or is not duly enrolled in the party in 
whose primary he sought to vote, the board of elections shall 
immediately notify such person by first class mail directed to the 
address given in his affidavit, of the rejection of his ballot, together 
with the reason therefore and the appropriate information on the 
times and places where he may register, re-register, enroll, or 
change or correct his enrollment. Where appropriate, a form of 
application for personal registration by mail shall be included with 
such notice. 

§ 5-404. Cancellation of registration; cancellation of re
cord. 1. The board shall cancel a registration by marking the 
word "Cancelled" on the face of each of the voter's registration 
records, without obliterating any of the entries thereon, and shall 
enter the reasons for such cancellation on the face of such reg
istration records. Whenever a notation of cancellation is made on 
a registration record it shall be initialed by two members or 
employees of the board representing different political parties. 

2. The board shall supply a list of registration cancellations and 
reinstatements to the county chairman of any political party 
requesting same. 

§ 5-406. Cancellation of registration; failure to 
vote. 1. The board of elections shall, not later than the third 
week of January of each year following a year in which electors 
of president and vice-president of the United States are elected, 
determine which of the registrants under its jurisdiction had been 
registered under permanent personal registration throughout the 
five preceding calendar years and while so registered did not during 
such five years either vote in at least one general, special or 
primary election, or village election conducted by the board of 
elections, or mail to the board of elections a ballot otherwise 
eligible to be cast in such an election, which is received by such 
board of elections not later than fourteen days after such election 
but too late to be cast and canvassed. 
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2. If any such registrant has not, during such five preceding 
calendar years, voted in at least one general, special or primary 
election, or village election conducted by the board of elections, 
or mailed to the board of elections a ballot otherwise eligible to 
be cast in such an election, which was received by such board of 
elections not later than fourteen days after such election but too 
late to be cast and canvassed, the board shall cancel his registration 
and shall notify him of such cancellation. Together with such 
notice of cancellation, the board shall mail to such registrant an 
application for personal registration by mail. 

3. Such a person may thereafter register as a new registrant. 
4. If a ballot otherwise eligible to be cast in a general, special 

or primary election is received from a voter not later than fourteen 
days after such election, but too late to be cast and canvassed, 
the board of elections shall enter on the appropriate line on such 
voter's registration poll record the words "ballot received late" 
together with the other entries which would be made on such line 
if such ballot were cast. 

TITLE V 

REGISTRATION RECORDS 

Section 5-500. Registration records; form and content. 
5-202. Registration records; supplies and equipment. 
5-504. Optional discontinuation of central file registra

tion records. 
5-506. Optional use of computer registration lists. 

§ 5-500. Registration records; form and con
tent. 1. There shall be two records of the registration of each 
voter. Except as otherwise provided in this chapter, one record 
shall be sent, at the time of every election, to the polling place 
where the voter is entitled to vote, and shall be known as the 
"registration poll record". Between elections it shall be kept in 
the main office or a branch office of the board of elections. The 
other record shall be kept constantly in such main office or branch 
office and shall be known as the "central file registration record". 
The two types of records shall be prepared in different colors. 

2. The face of each registration record, at or before its use, 
shall have entered at the top the name of the county in which it 
is to be used and a registration serial number, which shall be 
different for each voter but the same for the two records of each 
voter. 

3. The central file registration records shall be printed on one 
side only, and shall be in substance, printing and arrangement 
with the face of the registration poll records. 

4. The central file registration records and the face of the 
registration poll records shall contain a space for the voter's 
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signature, preceded by the words, "The foregoing statements are 
true", and followed by the signature of the two members of the 
board of inspectors or central registration board by whom the 
voter is registered. In addition, there shall be spaces for the 
following entries, aU of which shall precede the space for the voter's 
signature: 

a. Serial number assigned to voter and county of registration; 
b. The voter's surname, given name and initials of other names; 
c. The date of registration; 
d The residence address at which the voter claims to reside 

and post office address, if not the same; and the number or 
deSignation of the room, apartment or floor occupied by the voter 
if he does not claim the entire building as his residence; 

e. The assembly district or ward and the election district in 
which such residence address is located; 

f. The length of the voter's residence in the state and county 
or city and at his address calculated to the time of the next general 
election; 

g. Whether the voter has previously voted or registered to vote 
in this state and, if so, the year in which he last voted or registered 
and his name and address at the time; 

h. His date and place of birth and his name at birth, if different; 
i. The name and post office address of his employer; 
j. If the voter is a naturalized citizen, the year, court and place 

of naturalization and the name, at the time of naturalization if 
different or, if citizenship was obtained through derivation, the 
name and relationship of the person naturalized there shall be no 
requirement for the listing of a naturalization number; 

k. Other appropriate descriptive data to facilitate identification 
of the voter, sex, height and color of eyes; 

I. Whether the voter was challenged; 
m. A space for the applicant to indicate his choice of party 

enroUment, with a clear alternative provided for the applicant to 
decline to affiliate with any party. 

n. On the face of each registration record there also shall be 
spaces appropriately entitled, for entering information about the 
cancellation of registration, the date of such cancellation, the reason 
therefor, and the signature of the two members or employees of 
the board, representing different political parties by whom the 
cancellation was recorded; 

o. A space for "remarks" regarding other facts required by this 
chapter to be recorded or appropriate to identify the voter. 

5. On each registration poll record shaU be spaces appropriately 
entitled and arranged for the voting record and signature of each 
voter. Each line above the last shall be reserved for the entries 
for each election at which the voter casts his vote. Such arrange-
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ment shall allow for the entry of the following information with 
reference to each election at which the registrant shall vote; the 
year, month and day of the election; the voter's number recorded 
on the public·counter, and the designation of the particular mao 
chine used if there be more than one in the district, if voting 
machines are used; the number on the ballot delivered and voted 
by the voter, if paper ballots are used; the signature of the voter; 
and the signature or initials of the election inspectors by whom 
the voter is admitted to vote. On the last line at the bottom shall 
be a space for the voter's signature to be made at the time of 
registration. 

6. On a different part of the registration poll record shall be 
spaces for recording the enrollment of the voter, changes in such 
enrollment, including, in each case, the number of the enrollment 
blank used, the date, the name of the party, appropriate remarks; 
and the initials of the board members who make any entry:· 

7. The state board of elections shall prescribe the form of the 
record required by this section which may include any additional 
information it shall deem necessary. The state board may provide 
that the form of application for registration by mail may be used 
in lieu of the form prescribed by this section. 

§ 5-502. Registration records; supplies and equip
ment. 1. The board of elections shall furnish in time for use by 
the boards of inspectors of election, the registration records, an 
American flag, a map or certified description of the election district, 
and the adjoining election districts, challenge affidavits, absentee 
voting applications, a list of voters who are currently registered 
in the election district, a list of those voters who have been 
cancelled in the last year with the reason for such cancellations, 
forms for statements of temporary absence, a sufficient number 
of copies of the ballot proposals to be submitted to the voters at 
the ensuing election, at least one copy of the instruction booklet 
for inspectors and all other forms and supplies required for the 
administration of the registration system as provided by this article. 

2. The board of elections shall also maintain in its custody and 
control: 

a. At the headquarters of the board, filing cabinets and ledgers 
sufficient in number and form to accommodate the records required 
by this article to be kept at such headquarters or office. 

b. Carrying cases sufficient to carry to and from the registration 
places the ledgers, if any, and forms required by this chapter to 
be available for use at such places. 

3. Each ledger and cabinet shall be equipped with a lock of 
such a nature that when the ledger or cabinet is locked it shall 
not be possible to remove any record or forms which has been 

.. So in original. 
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filed therein, or to file in it any other record or form. Each carrying 
case shall be equipped with a lock. Each carrying case lock and 
its key shall bear an identical distinctive identifying number. 

4. Subject to the requirements of this article, the state board 
of elections shall prescribe the number of and the form, content, 
color and specifications of such registration records, lists, and 
check cards. It may require such other forms, supplies and equip· 
ment as it deems necessary to be furnished by the boards of 
elections and any other officer charged with equipping the places 
for taking registrations. 

§ 5-504. Optional discontinuation of central file registra
tion records. 1. Notwithstanding the provisions of this article 
to the contrary, board of elections may apply to the state board 
of elections for permission to discontinue preparation, use and 
maintenance of central file registration records. 

2. The state board of elections shall adopt regulations estab· 
lishing the requirements which must be met by a board of election 
seeking such permission. 

3. Such requirements shall include, but not be limited to the 
following: 

a. The board of elections maintains a complete, current computer 
record of all registered voters. 

b. At least one copy of such record is kept in a building other 
than the one in which the offices of the board of elections are 
located. 

c. The board of elections maintains, as a public record, at the 
appropriate office of the board, a complete and current alphabetized 
list of all registered voters which contains next to each voter's 
name at least the following information: address, town or city, 
assembly district where appropriate, election district, registration 
serial number, party enrollment, date of registration, sex and date 
of birth. 

4. After such inquiry as it deems appropriate, the stste board 
of elections shall approve the applications of those boards of 
elections whose systems meet the requirements established by this 
section and the regulations of the state board. Such boards may 
then discontinue preparation, use and maintenance of central file 
registration records. 

5. If the state board of elections amends its regulations, a board 
of elections whose system was previously approved by the state 
board shall have a reasonable time to conform to the new regu
lation. 

6. If the state board of elections determines on its own initiative, 
or upon investigation of a ·complaint, that the system being used 
by a board of elections is not in compliance with the requirements 
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of this section and the regulations of the state board, it shall order 
such board of elections to comply forthwith. 

7. If such a board of elections does not comply with the pro
visions of subdivision six of this section, the state board shall 
iasue an order withdrawing permiasion to discontinue use of central 
file registration records and such board of elections shall be required 
to reinstitute use of such records on the first day of December 
following issuance of such an order. 

§ 5-506. Optional use of computer registration 
lists. 1. Notwithstanding the provisions of this chapter to the 
contrary, a board of elections may apply to the state board of 
elections for permission to discontinue preparation, use and main
tenance of registration poll records. 

2. The state board of elections shall adopt regulations estab
lishing the requirements which must be met by a board of elections 
seeking such permission. 

3. Such requirements shall include, but not be limited to the 
following: 

a. The board of elections maintains a complete, current, com
puter readable record for each registered voter which includes a 
reproducible signature. Such record may also include a copy of 
the entire registration poll record or application for registration 
of each such voter. 

b. The board of elections maintains at least two copies of such 
computer readable records, which it stores in two different build
ings. 

c. The computer generated registration list prepared for each 
election [for the registration poll ledger 1 in each election district 
shall be printed by a printer which meets or exceeds standards 
for clarity and speed of reproduction established by the state board 
of elections, shall be in a form approved by such board, shall 
include the names of all voters eligible to vote in such election [,l 
and shall be in alphabetical order [andl, except toot, at a primary 
election, the names of the voters enrolled in each political party 
may be p/oced in a separate part of the list or in a separate list, 
as the board of elections in its discretion, may determine. Such list 
shall contain adjacent to each voter's name, at least the following: 
street address, date of birth, height, eye color, party enrollment, 
year of registration, a computer reproduced facsimile of the voter's 
signature or an indication that the voter is unable to sign his 
name, a place for the voter to sign his name at such election and 
a place for the inspectors to mark the voting machine number, 
the public counter number and the number of any paper ballots 
given the voter. 

[Matter in italics is new; matter in brackets [] is old law to be omitted. 

96 



Art. 5 REGISTRATION AND ENROLLMENT OF VOTERS § 5-506 

d. The board of elections preserves, for as long as registration 
records are otherwise required to be preserved, the original ap
plication for registration or registration poll record of every reg
istered voter filed in a manner which makes such records available 
for examination or, if the computer readable record for each reg
istered voter maintained by the board of elections includes a copy 
of the entire registration poU record or application for registration 
of each such voter, the board of elections preserves the origi1Ull of 
each such poU record or application in such a manner for a period 
of at least two years, or such Ianger period as the state board of 
elections may require, after such copy is entered in the computer 
readable record or if such computer readable records do not include 
the backs of those registration poU records which hove been used 
at one or more elections, the board preserves the original of each 
such poU record for a period of at least two years after such copy 
is entered in such computer readable record or four years after the 
last election at which such poll record was used, whichever is /ater, 
or such Ianger period as the state board of elections may require. 

4. After such inquiry as it deems appropriate, the state board 
of elections shall approve the applications of those boards of 
elections whose systems meet the requirements estsblished by this 
section and the regulations of the state board. Such boards may 
then discontinue preparation, use and maintenance of registration 
poll records. 

5. If the state board of elections amends its regulations, a board 
of elections whose system was previously approved by the stste 
board shall have a reasonable time to conform to the new regu
lation. 

6. If the stste board of elections determines on its own initiative, 
or upon investigation of a complaint, that the system being used 
by a board of elections is not in compliance with the requirements 
of this section and the regulations of the state board, it shall order 
such board of elections to comply forthwith. 

7. If such a board of elections does not comply with the pro
visions of subdivision six of this section, the state board shall 
issue an order withdrawing permission to discontinue use of reg
istration poll records and such board of elections shall be required 
to reinstitute use of such records on the first day of December 
following issuance of such an order. 

8. No computer tape, computer disc or other record which can 
be used to reproduce such computer generated facsimile signatures 
shall be sold or otherwise distributed other than for use by a board 
of elections or upon the order of a court of competent jurisdiction. 
However all other data contained on any such tape, disc or record 
shall be sold or otherwise distributed in the same manner as other 
records of the board of elections. 

[Matter in italics is new.] 
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(Para. c amended by cbep. 91 and para. d of subd 3 amended by chap. 389, 
Law. of 1992.J 

TITLE VI 
FILING AND CUSTODY OF REGISTRATION RECORDS 

Section 5-600. Registration records; filing of. 
5-601. Registration records; physically disabled voters. 
5-602. Lists of registered voters; publication of. 
5-604. Enrollment lists; publication of. 
5-606. Lists; certification of. 
5-608. Replacement of registration and enrollment rec

ords; damaged, unusable or lost. 
5-610. Registration records; new eJection district. 
5-612. Registration records; use by town or village clerks 

and for school district elections. 

§ 5-600. Registration records; filing of. 1. The board of 
elections shall keep all registration records, when not in use at 
the polls for an election, at its main office, or a branch office 
designated by it. Such records shall be kept in locked ledgers or 
locked filing cabinets and shall not be removed from the office or 
branch office of the board of elections, except that the registration 
poll records of all voters entitled to vote at an election shall be 
delivered as provided in this chapter to the appropriate election 
district polling places for use at such election. 

2. The central file registration records shall be filed for the 
entire county using a system permitting location by name. Can
celled registration records shall be filed separately and shall be 
arranged in the same manner as current registration records. 

3. The registration poll records shall be classified by election 
districts, the records for each election district being filed according 
to street, by number, and alphabetically within any address or in 
the discretion of the board of elections they may be filed alpha
betically by name of voter. 

4. Any registration record not completed because of the refusal 
of a board of inspectors to register an applicant shall be filed by 
the board of elections with the cancelled registration records as 
if the person affected had registered and his registration had been 
cancelled. 

5. After receipt thereof from a board of inspectors at the close 
of a period of local registration, the board of elections, before 
removing any records or blank forms from any ledger containing 
registration records of voters registered during such period, shall 
compare such records and blanks with the certificate filed by such 
board of inspectors. It shall investigate any discrepancy between 
such returned material and the information contained on such 
certificate and if such discrepancy is not satisfactorily resolved, it 
shall at the request of any commissioner, make a written report 
thereof in triplicate and send one copy of such report to the district 
attorney and one to the state board of elections and keep the 
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third copy on file at ita office as a public record. The board of 
elections shall then remove the records and blanks from the ledgers 
and shall file them as provided herein. 

§ 5-601. Registration records; physically disahled vot
ers. 1. A physically disabled voter whose polling place is located 
in a building that is not accessible shall be entitled to vote in any 
other election district whose polling place is located in a building 
which is accessible, provided that the candidates and ballot pro
posals on the ballot in such other election district are the same 
as those on the ballot in the election district in which such voter 
resides. 

2. A written application by a disabled voter to have his regis
tration record transferred to an election district which has an 
accessible polling place shall be valid for an election occurring 
more than fourteen days after it is received by the board of elections 
and, if the voter is permanently disabled, for all subsequent elec
tions. Such application may specify the election district to which 
the voter wishes his registration recorda transferred. 

3. The board of elections shall keep all such applications from 
permanently disabled voters on file at ita office. Not later than 
twelve days before each election, the board shall transfer the records 
of each voter for whom it has such an application and who 
continues to be registered from the address on such application 
to an election district in the polling place specified in such ap
plication. If the application does not specify such an election 
district, or if the election district so specified is not one to which 
such recorda properly may be transferred for such election, the 
board of elections shall transfer such record to the election district 
among those to which it may properly be transferred for such 
election, which is located in the accessible polling place closest to 
the residence of the applicant. 

4. If such registration recorda are in the form of registration 
poll recorda, the board of elections, before transferring any such 
registration record, shall make a photocopy thereof. Such photo
copies shall be kept on file in the offices of such board in case 
such registration poll record is lost. 

5. Upon removing such a registration poll record from a poll 
ledger, the board of elections shall insert in such poll ledger at 
the place where such registration poll record was filed, a form 
giving the name and address of the voter, stating that the reg
istration poll record was moved pursuant to the provisions of this 
section and giving the number of the election district to which 
such registration poll record was moved and the location of the 
polling place for such election district. 

6. If such registration records are kept in the form of computer 
generated registration lista, the board of elections at the time such 
registration record is transferred, shall cause to be entered on the 
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computer generated registration at the place where such registration 
record would have appeared, the name and address of the voter 
but without the computer reproduced facsimile of the voter's 
signature and either a notation that such record was moved pur· 
suant to the provisions of this section together with the number 
of the election district to which such record was moved and the 
location of the polling place for such election district or a notation 
stating where, in such computer generated registration list, such 
information is provided. 

7. Not later than ten days before each election, the board of 
elections shall mail to each voter who has made application pur
suant to the provisions of this section, by first class mail, infor
mation specifying the number and location of the election district 
to which his records have been transferred or that there is no 
election district to which such records may properly be transferred 
which is located in an accessible polling place. 

B. If the board determines that there is no election district in 
an accessible polling place to which such voter's record may prop
erly be transferred for a particular election, it shall treat the 
application of such voter as an application for an absentee ballot 
for such election and forthwith mail such absentee ballot to such 
voter at his residence address together with the notice required 
by subdivision seven of this section. 

9. The board of elections shall compile a list, arranged by election 
districts of residence, of the names and addresses of all voters 
whose registration records have been moved pursuant to the pro
visions of this section and the number of the election district to 
which such registration record was moved. Not later than six days 
before election day, the board of elections shall send a copy of 
such list to the county chairman of each party. Such list shall be 
a public record at the office of such board of elections. 

10. The state board of elections shall prescribe a standard form 
of application for use under this section and all forms necessary 
to carry out the provisions of this section. 

§ 5-602. Lists of registered voters; publication of. 1. After 
the last day of local registration and before the sixth day before 
the next ensuing general election in each year, the board of elections 
shall cause to be published a complete list of names and residence 
addresses of the registered voters for each election district over 
which the board has jurisdiction. The names for each election 
district may be arranged according to street and number or al
phabetically. Each list shall be prepared in such a manner as to 
indicate the registrants whose names did not appear on the list 
of registered voters last published pursuant to the provisions of 
this section. Lists for all election districts in a ward or assembly 
district may be bound together in one volume. 
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2. The board of elections shall cause a list to be published for 
each election district over which it has jurisdiction. 

3. The board of elections shall prepare at least fifty copies of 
such pamphlet and shall send at least one copy of each such list 
to the state board of elections, at least two copies to the county 
chairman of each political party, and shall keep at least five copies 
for public inspection at each main office or branch of the board. 
Other copies shall be sold at a charge not exceeding the cost of 
publication. 

§ 5-604. Enrollment lists; publication of. 1. The board of 
elections shall also cause to be published for each election district 
a complete list of the registered voters of each election district. 
Such list shall, in addition to the information required for reg
istration lists, include the party enrollment of each voter. At least 
as many copies of such list shall be prepared as the required 
minimum number of registration lists. 

Lists for all election districts in a ward or assembly district may 
be bound together in one volume. Such lists shall be published 
before the first day of April except that in a year in which any 
primary is held before the first day of July such lists shall be 
published before the first day of March. The board shall keep at 
least five copies for public inspection at each main office or branch 
office of the board. Surplus copies of the lists shall be sold at a 
charge not exceeding the cost of publication. 

2. Immediately after the publication of such lists the board shall 
send at least one true copy, duly certified, of each such list to the 
chairman of the state committee of each political party and to 
the county chairman of each party and to the state board of 
elections. 

§ 5-606. Lists; certification of. 1. The board of elections 
shall certify to the correctness of any transcript of original reg
istration or enrollment entries, or of any part thereof, on the 
payment of one cent for every twenty names contained in the 
transcript. 

2. The board of elections shall on request give to any enrolled 
voter a certificate of enrollment which shall specify the name of 
the party with which he is enrolled, the date of enrollment and 
the election district in which such voter is enrolled. 

§ 5-608. Replacement of registration and enrollment rec
ords; damaged, unusable or lost_ 1. If the registration or en
rollment records of any voter shall be lost, mutilated, defaced or 
destroyed, the board of elections shall, except as provided in 
subdivision two hereof, require him to reregister or reenroll. Such 
reregistration or reenrollment shall be deemed to have taken effect 
as of the date of the original registration or enrollment. 
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2. If one or both of the registration records of the voter are 
still in the possession of the board of elections and it is possible 
therefrom to duplicate the lost or damaged record, the board of 
elections shall prepare a new record containing all the information 
required, using the original serial number, and shall paste pho
tostatic copies of the voter's signature in each space on the new 
record where his signature was placed on the original record. 

3. When the spaces for signature or for other entries, on a 
registration poll record are filled so as to render a record no longer 
usable, the board of elections shall prepare a second poll record. 
All pertinent information shall be copied from the original poll 
record on to the second poll record. The registration signature on 
the original poll record shall be photostated and pasted on the 
back in the space for the registration signature on the second poll 
record. Within the space reserved for remarks shall be imprinted 
"Record Continued-2nd Poll Record", or "3rd Poll Record", as 
appropriate. 

4. The active but unusable poll record shall be kept in a special 
file for active continued registrations until such time as the next 
poll record may be cancelled at which time the poll records are 
stamped "cancelled" and fastened together when placed in the 
cancellation file. 

5. All mutilated or defaced registration records which are re
placed by new records under the provisions of this section shall 
be stamped across the face with the words "Record Replaced", 
without obliterating any of the entries thereon and shall be kept 
on file by the board of elections. 

6. If the records of an entire election district or a large segment 
thereof are lost, mutilated, defaced or destroyed, or are determined 
by the board of elections to be so inaccurate or incomplete as to 
be unusable, such board may, upon due notice, require re-regis
tration of all qualified voters resident within such district. In such 
event, the board shall fix and determine additional days of local 
registration for such re-registration. 

§ 5-610. Registration records; new election dis
trict. When an election district is created, abolished or altered 
in any way, the board of elections shall do all things necessary 
to transfer the affected registration records to conform to the new 
plan of election districts and shall make all necessary changes in 
the designation of the election district and political subdivision 
on the registration record of each voter affected. At least twenty 
days before the next election, after such new plan of election 
districts has been effected, the board of elections shall mail a 
written notice to each affected registered voter notifying him of 
the designation of the new political subdivision, if any, and the 
number of the election district to which his registration record 
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has been transferred, and if available, the address of his polling 
place. 

§ 5-612. Registration records; use by town or village clerks 
and for school district, improvement district and fire district 
elections. 1. The board of elections shall, not later than the 
twentieth day before a special town election and not later than 
the [twelfth I seventh day before a village election, conducted by 
the village clerk, provide a list of registered voters or shall place 
registration poll records in properly locked ledgers in the temporary 
custody of the town or village clerk for the purpose of permitting 
him to copy such records or to deliver such records for village 
election purposes to the board of inspectors of the several polling 
places in the election districts as provided by this chapter. The 
board of elections shall indicate on such list, or on a separate 
accompanying list, the names of those voters whose registration 
records have been marked "permanently disabled". 

2. Notwithstanding the provisions of sections nineteen hundred 
six, twenty hundred fourteen and twenty-six hundred six of the 
education law with respect to registration of voters, any person, 
otherwise qualified to vote who is registered under the provisions 
of this article shall be entitled to vote at all school district meetings 
or elections without further registration. 

3. Whenever a school district meeting or election is scheduled, 
the board of elections for the appropriate county or counties shall 
deliver the registration lists indicating on such list or on a separate 
accompanying list the names of those voters whose registration 
record has been marked "permanently disabled", for the appro
priate election districts or those portions of the election districts 
encompassing the school district to the appropriate officials of 
such school district as soon as possible upon request of the ap
propriate officials, but no later than the thirty days immediately 
prior to the regularly scheduled school district election, provided 
further, that such board of elections shall deliver no later than 
ten days prior to each such special or regular school district election 
supplemental registration lists containing the names of those voters 
who have registered after delivery of the first registration lists and 
who are eligible to vote in such elections indicating on such list 
or on a separate accompanying list the names of those voters 
whose registration record has been marked "permanently disabled". 

4. Within five days of the adoption by a board of education of 
a resolution in accordance with subdivisions one and three of 
section two thousand fourteen of the education law, such board 
of education shall notify the appropriate board of elections of such 
adoption. 

[Matter in italics is new.] 
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5. The board of education of a school district which has adopted 
such a resolution shall, not less than forty-five days before each 
regularly scheduled school district meeting or election and fourteen 
days before any such special meeting or election notify the board 
of elections of the date of such meeting or election. 

6. The board of elections, upon the request of the board of 
commissioners of an improvement district which elects commis
sioners or a fire district shall, not later than the twenty-first day 
before each election in such district, deliver to the secretary of 
such district a list of persons registered to vote as of the twenty
third day before such election in the election districts contained 
in such district or shall place the registration poll records for such 
election districts in properly locked ledgers in the temporary cus
tody of such district secretary for the purpose of permitting him 
to copy such records. 

[Subd. 1 amended by chap. 217, Laws of 1992. Takes effect December 1, 1992.) 

TITLE VII 

CHECKS AGAINST FRAUDULENT PRACTICES 

Section 5-700. Checks on registration. 
5-702. Voters' check cards; investigation. 
5-704. Prior registration; investigation of. 
5-706. Absentee voter's ballots; undeliverable. 
5-708. Change of voter status; reports of. 
5-710. Check of registrants; personal. 
5-712. Check of registrants; mail. 

§ 5-700. Checks on registration. The board of elections 
shall permit only those persons to register or to remain registered 
who have the qualifications prescribed by this article. 

§ 5-702. Voter's check cards; investigation. 1. The board 
of elections shall cause a bipartisan team of regular or special 
employees of such board to conduct an investigation of the qual
ifications to register and vote, or cause a voter's check card to be 
prepared for each voter who was registered after being challenged 
or who was challenged after registration and, if requested by any 
member of the board, for any other voter. The board shall forthwith 
deliver each such voter's check card to the head of the police 
department in the city, town or village in which the voter resides, 
or, if there be no such police department, to the sheriff or head 
of the police department of the county. The board shall make and 
retain an inventory list of all cards so delivered. 

2. The head of the police department or sheriff, forthwith shall 
cause an investigation to be made to determine, in each instance, 
whether the registrant resides, and how long he has resided, at 
the address at which he claims a residence, and to check the facts 
relating to why the voter was challenged. Such investigation shall 
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be completed within five days after receipt of such check carda. 
Each check card shall be signed with the title or rank, badge 
number, if any, and signature of the police officer, sheriff or deputy 
making the investigation, who shall note above such signature 
whether he personally interviewed the registrant and, if not, the 
full name of at least one other person whom he personally inter
viewed at the registrant's claimed residence or place of employment; 
the place, date and hour of such interview; the family relationship, 
if any, between the registrant and the person interviewed; and 
any reason he may have to believe that the registrant does not 
reside at the address given or does not possess the qualifications 
prescribed by this chapter for eligibility for registration. If he is 
satisfied that the registrant resides at such address and does possess 
such qualifications he shall write the word "valid" above his 
signature. If the officer charged with or actually making such 
investigation knows of his personal knowledge that the registrant 
is a qualified voter in the election district in which such registrant 
claims a residence, he may, without further investigation, endorse 
on such check card, above his title or rank, badge number, if any, 
and signature, the words "Valid; Personal knowledge." Such en
dorsement shall be considered for all purposes as a statement under 
oath by such officer that the registrant is qualified to vote from 
the residence claimed. 

3. No later than the sixth day after receipt of such check cards 
from the board of elections the head of the police department or 
sheriff shall return them, in sealed wrappers and in each instance 
endorsed as required by subdivision two of this section, to the 
board of elections. Each wrapper shall contain all of the check 
cards for a single election district, alphabetically arranged in two 
groups. The first group shall contain all the check cards marked 
"Valid" or "Valid: Personal knowledge." The second group shall 
contain the remainder of such check cards. On the face of the 
wrapper such forwarding officer shall cause to be noted his name 
and the title of his office, the city, town or village, assembly district 
or ward, if any, and the election district of the cards in the 
wrapper, the total number of check cards marked "Valid" and 
"Valid; Personal knowledge", the number of other check cards, 
and the total of all check cards contained in such wrapper. With 
each such wrapper the forwarding officer shall present to the board 
of elections a receipt, containing the information required to be 
stated on such wrapper. The original of such receipt shall be 
retained by the forwarding officer. The duplicate of such receipt 
shall be filed in the board of elections. 

4. The board of elections forthwith shall compare such check 
cards for each election district with the inventory list prepared as 
directed by subdivision one of this section, the certificates executed 
by the registration board, the challenge affidavits executed in such 
district and returned to the board of elections and the registration 
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cards of all applicants for whom check cards were executed and 
shall investigate any discrepancies. 

5. The board of elections shall file all such check cards which 
are marked "Valid" or "Valid: Personal knowledge" in a separate 
file maintained by it for such purpose. Within such file, all cards 
shall be arranged by election districts and alphabetically within 
such districts. 

6. The board of elections shall likewise file all such check cards 
which are not marked "Valid" or "Valid: Personal knowledge" in 
a separate file or ledgers maintained by it for such purpose. 

6-a. The board shall forthwith proceed, in accordance with the 
powers granted to it, and based on the information contained on 
such check cards or the information obtained from any investi
gation conducted by its own employees, to cancel the registration 
of a registered voter it believes is no longer qualified to vote. It 
shall make a final determination prior to the next ensuing election 
and the registration of any such person who is found not entitled 
to be registered shall be cancelled prior to such election. The board 
shall forthwith send to each person whose registration is so can
celled, a notice by first class mail of the fact of such cancellation, 
the reasons therefore and appropriate information concerning such 
person's right to contest such cancellation. 

7. Such determination shall be noted on the affected person's 
check card. If it is determined that the registration is valid, such 
card shall then be filed in the file of cards of registered voters. If 
it is determined that the registration should be cancelled, the board 
shall note the fact and date of cancellation on his check card. 
The board shall file such cards, alphabetically arranged for the 
entire county, in a separate file. 

8. Whenever it appears to the satisfaction of a board of elections 
that any voter or witness has made a false statement, whether or 
not under oath, affecting his qualifications to be registered or has 
given false testimony at any hearing affecting such registration, 
such board forthwith shall forward such statement or testimony 
to the district attorney and the district attorney forthwith shall 
present the matter to the grand jury. 

9. If any such determination cannot be made or is not made 
prior to the next ensuing election, the board shall place the name 
of the affected registrant upon a challenge report. 

10. Check cards. The state board of election shall prescribe a 
form of registration check card for use pursuant to this article. 

§ 5-704. Prior registration; investigation of. 1. Where it 
appears from information required to be filed with the board of 
elections that a registered voter has previously registered or voted 
in another election district, the board of elections shall take the 
following steps: 
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2. If an applicant for registration was last registered in the same 
county, or in the city of New York, in any county of such city, 
the board of elections shall cancel his earlier registration unless 
it has been previously cancelled. The board shall also enter the 
registrant's new residence address on the face of each of his 
cancelled registration records. 

3. If an applicant for registration shall give as the last address 
from which he registered or voted an address in a different county 
in the state of New York and not in the same city, it shall be 
the duty of the board of elections, within three days thereafter, 
to communicate with the board of elections for the county in 
which he alleges that he last registered or voted, informing such 
board of elections of his new residence address, and the address 
and year of his alleged last previous registration or voting. It shall 
be the duty of the board of elections thus communicated with to 
examine forthwith the previous registration record of the affected 
person, to cancel such previous registration if it is still in effect, 
and to enter the voter's new residence address and county of new 
registration in the registration remarks space on the registration 
records of his previous registration. 

§ 5-706. Absentee voter's ballots; undeliverable. If an ab
sentee voter's ballot sent to a voter is returned as undeliverable, 
the board of elections shall cause an investigation of the applicant 
for an absentee ballot to be made and shall cancel the voter's 
registration if he is found to be no longer qualified. If such 
investigation is not completed by seven dsys before election day, 
the board of elections shall place such voter's name on a challenge 
list to be furnished to the board of inspectors on election day. 

§ 5-708. Change of voter status; reports of. 1. It shall be 
the duty of the state health department and the department of 
health of the city of New York to deliver to the state board of 
elections, at least semi-annually, records, in a format as mutually 
determined by both agencies, of the names of all persons of voting 
age for whom death certificates were issued. Such records shall 
be arranged by county of residence and shall include the name, 
residence and address and birth date of each such person. 

2. It shall be the duty of every court which authorizes a legal 
change of name to notify the appropriate board of elections of 
such change of name of any person residing within the jurisdiction 
of such board. Upon receipt of any such notice the board shall 
ascertain whether the person so affected is registered and if so 
shall enter the fact in the remarks space on the face of each of 
his registration records. They shall also enter the fact in the third 
section of the challenge report as directed. Such entries shall serve 
as authorization for such person to vote under the legally changed 
name. 
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3. It shall be the duty of every court having jurisdiction over 
such matters to notify the appropriate board of elections of all 
convictions or revocations of probation or conditional discharge 
resulting in loss of voting privileges of persons residing within the 
juriadiction of such board. 

4. It shall be the duty of every court having jurisdiction over 
such matters to notify the appropriate board of elections upon the 
adjudication of any person of voting age as incompetent. 

5. The state board of elections shall make such arrangementa 
with the appropriate federal agency as it finds possible for the 
regular receipt by boards of elections of official information as to 
naturalizations, convictions resulting in loss of voting privileges 
and permanent change of address of persons residing within the 
jurisdiction of such boards. 

6. It shall be the duty of all officers acting as or performing 
duties as clerk of a city council, town or village board to notify 
the appropriate board of elections of any action by such city, town 
or village which shall affect or change the name of any street 
located within such election district. Upon receipt of such infor
mation the board of elections shall make the necessary changes 
in the addresses of the persons appearing upon the registry book 
in the election district.' wherein such change of street name was 
effected. 

7. The real property assessment bureau of the department of 
finance of the city of New York shall notify the board of elections 
in the city of New York of each residence which, because of 
abandonment, demolition or vacancy, no longer contains a potential 
voter. 

S. It shall be the duty of the department of motor vehicles to 
deliver to the state board of elections, at least semi-annually, 
records, in a format as mutually determined by both agencies, of 
the names of all licensed drivers of voting age who have voluntarily 
surrendeed their New York state drivers licenses in order to obtain 
a license in another state. Where feasible the department of motor 
vehicles shall also deliver records of the names of all licensed 
drivers of voting age who have notified the department of a change 
of residence address. Such records shall be arranged by county of 
old residence and shall include the name, birth date and old 
residence address of each such person and the new residence address 
of each such person who moved within New York state. 

[Old subd. 1 REPEALED by chap. 413. Laws of 1991.) 

§ 5-710. Check of registrants; personal. 1. A special door 
to door check of all the registered voters in any or all of the 
election districts including election districts previously checked 
shall be conducted in any year upon the written filed request of 

• So in original. 
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anyone member of the board of elections. The board of elections 
shall employ a sufficient number of employees for the purpose of 
conducting such checks. 

2. The board shall supply such employees with copies of the 
most recent registration list prepared for such election district 
under check as corrected by the board to reflect new registrations 
and cancellations occurring since the publication thereof. Such 
check shall be performed by two employees of the board repre· 
senting the major political parties and they shall submit to the 
board of elections on or before a date fixed by the board, a report 
signed by each of them. Such signed report shall be accepted for 
all purposes as the equivalent of an affidavit, and if it contains 
any material false statement, shall subject the persons who sign 
the report to the same penalties as if each had been duly sworn 
and such provision shall be printed in bold type directly above 
the signature lines on such report. At the end of the ensuing 
period of local registration in such years, the board of elections 
shall forthwith prepare a supplementary list of all voters registered 
for the first time during such period of local registration in the 
election districts so canvassed and shall direct the conduct of a 
similar check of all such voters. 

3. Whenever it appears from the report that a registered voter 
is no longer qualified the board shall proceed to cancel his reg· 
istration in the manner provided for herein. 

§ 5-712. Check of registrants; mail. 1. The board of elec· 
tions, not less than forty days nor more than forty· five days before 
the first day of local registration in each year, shall send by first 
class mail on which is endorsed "ADDRESS CORRECTION RE· 
QUESTED", a communication to every registered voter in each 
election district, notifying him that such communication is a 
routine check to ascertain whether such voter still resides at his 
registration address. The communication shall notify the voter of 
the days and hours of the ensuing primary and general elections, 
the place where he appears by his registration records to be entitled 
to vote, the fact that voters who have moved or will have moved 
from the address where they were last registered or, in the year 
after an election at which electors of president and vice president 
were elected voters who have not voted in such last two presidential 
elections or any other election between such presidential elections, 
must re-register or transfer their registration and enrollment and, 
if the location of the polling place for such election district has 
been moved, the communication shall contain the following legend 
in bold type: "YOUR POLLING PLACE HAS BEEN CHANGED. 
YOU NOW VOTE AT .......... ", whether his polling place is 
accessible to physically disabled voters, an indication that a voter 
who will be out of the city or county on the day of the primary 
or general election or a voter who is ill or physically disabled may 
obtain an absentee ballot, an indication that a physically disabled 
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voter whose polling place is not accessible may request that his 
registration record be moved to an election district which has a 
polling place which is accessible, the phone number to call for 
applications to move a registration record or for absentee ballot 
applications, the phone number to call for the location of regis· 
tration and polling places, the phone number to call to indicate 
that the voter is willing to serve on election day as an election 
inspector, poll clerk, interpreter or in other capacities, the phone 
number to call to obtain an application for registration by mail, 
and such other information concerning the elections or registration 
as the board may include. Within one week after the conclusion 
of local registration, the board of elections shall send a similar 
communication to every voter registered at such local registration, 
omitting therefrom the information concerning the primary elec
tion. 

2. Whenever a ballot proposal is to be submitted to the people 
for approval at any election, the board of elections may send to 
every registered voter, by the same mail containing the commu
nication required by this section, a copy of the abstract of such 
ballot proposal. 

3. Whenever such a communication shall be returned as un
deliverable the board shall proceed forthwith, in accordance with 
the powers granted to it by this chapter, to determine whether 
the registration of the affected person shall be cancelled. However, 
the return of such a communication which has been sent to a 
person who has indicated a post office address in addition to a 
residence address pursuant to paragraph d of subdivision four of 
section 5-500 of this article, shall not be deemed presumptive 
evidence that the person no longer resides for voting purposes at 
the residence address listed in accordance with such paragraph 
and the board of elections shall conduct such further inquiries as 
are necessary to determine if such voter still resides at such 
residence address. 

4. If any such determination cannot be made or is not made 
prior to the next ensuing general election, the board shall place 
the name of the affected registrant upon the challenge report 
required by this chapter. 

5. Each year, in the month of December, the commissioners of 
every local board of elections shall file with the state board of 
elections, on a form provided therefor by such state board, a 
statement setting forth the approximate number of communica
tions mailed pursuant to the requirements of this section and the 
approximate number of such communications returned by the post 
office. Such statement shall be sworn or subscribed to and bear 
a form notice that false statements made therein are punishable 
as a class A misdemeanor pursuant to section 210.45 of the penal 
law. The failure of a local board of elections to file such a certificate 
in any year, within the time prescribed, shall create a presumption 
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that such board of elections did not mail such communications 
in such year. Not later than January thirty· first of each year, the 
state board of elections shall publish a chart listing, by county, 
the numbers contained in the certificates required to be filed by 
each local board of elections in December of the previous year 
pursuant to the provisions of this subdivision. 
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ARTICLE 6 

DESIGNATION AND NOMINATIONS OF CANDIDATES 

Title I. 
II. Village Elections 

Section *6-100. 
6-102. 
6-104. 
6-106. 
6-10B. 
6-110. 
6-112. 
6-114. 

*6-116. 
6-UB. 
6-120. 
6-122. 

6-124. 
6-126. 
6-12B. 
6-130. 
6-132. 
6-134. 
6-136. 
6-13B. 
6-140. 
6-142. 
6-144. 

6-146. 

6-147. 

6-14B. 
6-150. 

6-152. 

6-153. 

6-154 . 

TITLE I 

Nomination and designations; generally. 
Party nominations; electors, presidential. 
Party designations; statewide office. 
Party nominations; justice of the supreme court. 
Party nominations; towns. 
Party nominations; public office. 
Repealed. 
Party nominations; special election. 
Party nominations; election to fill vacancy. 
Designation and nomination by petition. 
Designation and nomination; restrictions. 
Designation or nomination; eligibility, restric-

tions. 
Conventions; judicial. 
Conventions; rules for holding. 
New party; first nominations by. 
Designating petition; form witness, qualification. 
Designating petition; form. 
Designating petitions; rules. 
Designating petitions; number of signatures. 
Independent nominations; rules. 
Independent nominations; form of petition. 
Independent nominations; number of signatures. 
Nominating and designating petitions and cer-

tificates; place for filing. 
Nomination and designation; declination or ac

ceptance. 
Multiple designations of a candidate for a party 

position. 
Nomination and designation; filling vacancies. 
Nomination; vacancy caused by death or dis

qualification, unfilled at time of general or 
special election. 

Vacancies caused by death or disqualification 
and unfilled at time of primary election. 

Certificate of candidacy by write-in candidates 
for president and vice president. 

Nominations and designations; objections to. 

.. So in original, does not agree with section headings in text of Law. 
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6-156. Party nominations; certification. 
6-158. Nominating and designating petitions and cer

tificates, conventions; times for filing and 
holding. 

6-160. Primaries. 
6-162. Primary; New York city, run-off. 
6-164. Primary, uncontested; opportunity to ballot. 
6-166. Primary; opportunity to ballot, form of petition. 
6-168. Designating petitions; candidates for the office 

of judge of the civil court of the city of New 
York. 

TITLE I 

§ 6-100. Nominations and designations; generally. Nomi
nation and designation of candidates for election to public office 
or party position are governed by this article. 

§ 6-102. Party nominations; electors, presidential. Party 
nominations of candidates for the office of elector of president 
and vice president of the United States, one for each congressional 
district and two at large, shall be made by the state committee. 

§ 6-104. Party designation; statewide office. 1. Party des
ignation of a candidate for nomination for any office to be filled 
by the voters of the entire state shall be made by the state 
committee. 

2. The state committee shall make a decision by majority vote. 
The person receiving the majority vote shall be the party's des
ignated candidate for nomination, and all other persons who shall 
have received twenty-five percent or more of the vote cast on any 
ballot shall have the right to make written demand, duly acknowl
edged, to the state board of elections that their names appear on 
the primary ballot as candidates for such nomination. Such demand 
shall be made not later than seven days after such meeting and 
may be withdrawn in the same manner within fourteen days after 
such meeting. 

3. In the absence of a party rule forming and designating the 
members of a committee to fill any vacancy in deSignations which 
may occur after the state committee has adjourned its meeting 
and before the primary election, the state committee shall also 
enact a resolution forming such a committee and selecting the 
members of same. 

4. Upon the vote for such designation, each member of the state 
committee shall be entitled to cast a number of votes which shall 
be in accordance with the ratio which the number of votes cast 
for the party candidate for governor on the line or column of the 
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party at the last preceding general state election in the unit of 
representation of such member bears to the total vote cast on 
such line or column at such election for such candidate in the 
entire state. The apportionment of such votes as so prescribed 
shall be determined by the rules of the party. 

5. EnroUed members of the party may make other designations 
by petition for a member of the same party. 

6. The meeting of the state committee for the purpose of des
ignating candidates shall be held not earlier than [seven 1 twenty
one days before the first day to sign designating petitions and not 
later than the first day to sign designating petitions for the primary 
election. 

7. Within four days after such meeting, the state committee 
shall file with the state board of elections. 

(a) The names of persons who have received the designation of 
the state committee and the offices for which designated, and the 
name of each person who received twenty-five percent or more, 
of the vote on any ballot and the offices for which they receive 
such vote. 

(b) The names of the persons selected as the committee to fill 
vacancies or a certified copy of the party rule forming and em
powering such a committee to fiU vacancies. 

8. No person may be designated by a state committee for more 
than one statewide office pursuant to the provisions of this section. 

[Subd. 6 amended by chap. 79, Law. of 1992.) 

§ 6-106. Party nominations; justice of the supreme 
court. Party nominations for the office of justice of the supreme 
court shall be made by the judicial district convention. 

§ 6-108. Party nominations; towns. 1. In any town in a 
county having a population of over seven hundred fifty thousand 
inhabitants, as shown by the latest federal decennial or special 
population census, party nominations of candidates for town offices 
shall be made at the primary preceding the election. In any other 
town, nominations of candidates for town offices shall be made 
by caucus or primary election as the rules of the county committee 
shall provide, except that the members of the county committee 
from a town may adopt by a two-thirds vote, a rule providing 
that the party candidates for town offices shall be nominated at 
the primary election. If a rule adopted by the county committee 
of a political party or by the members of the county committee 
from a town, provides that party candidates for town offices, shall 
be nominated at a primary election, such rule shall not apply to 
nor affect a primary held less than four months after a certified 
copy of the rule shall have been filed with the board of elections. 

[Matter in italics is new; matter in brackets [ ) is old law to be omitted.] 
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After the filing of such a rule, the rule shall continue in force 
until a certified copy of a rule revoking the same shall have been 
filed with such board at least four months before a subsequent 
primary. 

2. In the event that there is no town committee with a chairman, 
the chairman of the county committee or such other person or 
body as the rules of such committee may provide, shall designate 
an enrolled member of the party who is a qualified voter of such 
town as the town caucus chairman to convene such caucus and 
give notice thereof. 

3. A notice of any party caucus held for making party nomi
nations of candidates for town offices shall be given by proper 
party authorities either by newspaper publication thereof once 
within the town at least one week and not more than two weeks 
preceding the caucus, or by posting in ten public places in the 
town at least ten days preceding the caucus. The notice shall 
specify the time and place or places, and the purpose of the caucus. 
There shall be a chairman and secretary, and there may be tellers, 
for each such caucus, and they shall take the constitutional oath 
of office before acting. No person shall participate in such a caucus 
for the nomination of candidates for town offices, unless he shall 
appear as an enrolled party voter on the transcript of enrollments 
from the registration poll ledger. Town caucuses described in this 
section shall be held at the expense of the party. Subject to the 
foregoing provisions, the county committee of the county con
taining a town may prescribe rules governing the conduct of party 
caucuses described in this section. 

§ 6-110. Party nominations; public office. All other party 
nominations of candidates for offices to be filled at a general 
election, except as provided for herein, shall be made at the primary 
election. 

§ 6-114. Party nominations; special election. Party nom
inations for an office to be filled at a special election shall be 
made in the manner prescribed by the rules of the party. 

§ 6-116. Party nominations; election to fill a vacancy. A 
party nomination of a candidate for election to fill a vacancy in 
an elective office required to be filled at the next general election, 
occurring after seven days before the last day for circulating 
designating petitions or after the holding of the meeting or con
vention to nominate or designate candidates for such office, shall 
be made, after the day of the primary election, by a majority vote 
of a quorum of the state committee if the vacancy occurs in an 
office to be filled by all voters of the state, and otherwise by a 
majority vote of a quorum of the members of a county committee 
or committees last elected in the political subdivision in which 
such vacancy is to be filled, or by a majority of such other 
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committee as the rules of the psrty may provide. A certificate of 
nomination shall be filed as provided for herein. 

§ 6-118. Designation and nomination by petition. Except 
as otherwise provided by this srtiele, the designation of a candidate 
for psrty nomination at a primary election and the nomination 
of a candidate for election to a psrty position to be elected at a 
primary election shall be by designating petition. 

§ 6-120. Designation and nomination; restrictions. 1. A 
petition, except as otherwise herein provided, for the purpose of 
designating any person as a candidate for psrty nomination at a 
primary election shall be valid only if the person so designated is 
an enrolled member of the psrty referred to in said designating 
petition at the time of the filing of the petition. 

2. Except as provided in subdivisions three and four of this 
section, no party designation or nomination shall be valid unless 
the person so designated or nominated shall be an enrolled member 
of the political psrty referred to in the certificate of designation 
or nomination at the time of filing of such certificate. 

3. The members of the psrty committee representing the political 
subdivision of the office for which a designation or nomination is 
to be made, unless the rules of the psrty provide for another 
committee, in which case the members of such other committee, 
and except as hereinafter in this subdivision provided with respect 
to certain offices in the city of New York, may, by a majority 
vote of those present at such meeting provided a quorum is present, 
authorize the designation or nomination of a person as candidate 
for any office who is not enrolled as a member of such psrty as 
provided in this section. In the event that such designation or 
nomination is for an office to be filled by all the voters of the 
city of New York, such authorization must be by a majority vote 
of those present at a joint meeting of the executive committees 
of each of the county committees of the psrty within the city of 
New York, provided a quorum is present at such meeting. The 
certificate of authorization shall be filed not later than four days 
after the last day to file the designating petition, certificate of 
nomination or certificate of substitution to which such authori
zation relates. The certificate of authorization shall be signed and 
acknowledged by the presiding officer and the secretary of the 
meeting at which such authorization was given. 

4. This section shall not apply to a political psrty designating 
or nominating candidates for the first time, to candidates nomi
nated by psrty caucus, nor to candidates for judicial offices. 

§ 6-122. Designation or nomination; eligibility, restric
tions. A person shall not be designated or nominated for a public 
office or psrty position who (1) is not a citizen of the state of 

116 



Art. 6 DESIGNATION & NOMINATIONS OF CANDIDATES § 6-126 

New York; (2) is ineligible to be elected to such office or position; 
or (3) who, if elected will not at the time of commencement of 
the term of such office or position, meet the constitutional or 
statutory qualifications thereof. 

§ 6-124. Conventions; judicial. A judicial district conven
tion shall be constituted by the election at the preceding primary 
of delegates and alternate delegates, if any, from each assembly 
district or, if an assembly district shall contain all or part of two 
or more counties and if the rules of the party shall so provide, 
separately from the part of such assembly district contained within 
each such county. The number of delegates and alternates, if any, 
shall be determined by party rules, but the number of delegates 
shall be substantially in accordance with the ratio, which the 
number of votes cast for the party candidate for the office of 
governor, on the line or column of the party at the last preceding 
election for such office, in any unit of representation, bears to the 
total vote cast at such election for such candidate on such line 
or column in the entire state. The number of alternates from any 
district shall not exceed the number of delegates therefrom. The 
delegates certified to have been elected as such, in the manner 
provided in this chapter, shall be conclusively entitled to their 
seata, rights and votes as delegates to such convention. When a 
duly elected delegate does not attend the convention, his place 
shall be taken by one of the alternates, if any, to be substituted 
in his place, in the order of the vote received by each such alternate 
as such vote appears upon the certified list and if an equal number 
of votes were cast for two or more such alternates, the order in 
which such alternates shall be substituted shall be determined by 
lot forthwith upon the convening of the convention. If there shall 
have been no contested election for alternate, substitution shall 
be in the order in which the name of such alternate appears upon 
the certified list, and if no alternates shall have been elected or 
if no alternates appear at such convention, then the delegates 
present from the same district shall elect a person to fill the 
vacancy. 

§ 6-126. Conventions; rules of holding. 1. The time and 
place of meeting of a convention shall be fixed, with the times 
prescribed herein, by a committee appointed pursuant to the rules 
of the state committee. The room designated for the meeting place 
of a convention shall have ample seating capacity for all delegates 
and alternates. Every convention shall be called to order by the 
chairman of the committee from which the call originates or by 
a person designated in writing for that purpose by such chairman, 
or, if he fails to make such designation, then, by a person designated 
in such manner as the rules of the party shall prescribe. Such 
chairman or person designated shall have the custody of the roll 
of the convention until it shall have been organized. No such 
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convention shall proceed to the election of a temporary chairman 
or transact any business until the time fixed for the opening 
thereof nor until a majority of the delegates or respective alternates 
named in the official roll shall be present. The roll call upon the 
election of a temporary chairman shall not be delayed more than 
one hour after the time specified in the call for the opening of 
the convention, provided a majority of delegates, including alter
nates sufficient to make up such majority by substitution, are 
present. The person who calls the convention to order shall exercise 
no other function than that of calling the official roll of the 
delegates upon the vote for temporary chairman and declaring the 
result thereof. 

2. The temporary chairman shall be chosen upon a call of the 
official roll. The committees of the convention shall be appointed 
by the convention, or by the temporary chairman, as the convention 
may order. Where only one candidate is placed in nomination for 
any office, the vote may be taken viva voce. When more than one 
candidate is placed in nomination for an office the roll of the 
delegates shall he called and each delegate when his name is called 
shall arise in his place and announce his choice, except that the 
chairman of a delegation from any unit of representation provided 
for by party rules, unless a member of such delegation objects, 
may announce the vote of such delegation. The convention may 
appoint a committee to nominate candidates to fill vacancies in 
nominations made by the convention and caused by the death, 
declination or disqualification of a candidate. The permanent officer 
shall keep the records of the convention. 

Subd. 3 REPEALED by chap. 378, Laws of 1986. Substance of repealed se<:tion 
incorporated into subd. 6 of Sect. 6-158. 

§ 6-128. New party; first nominations by. 1. When an in
dependent body becomes a party at a general election by qualifying 
under the requirements set by law, nominations shall, prior to and 
including the first general election thereafter, be made as provided 
by the rules of such party. A certificate of such nominations shall 
contain: 

(a) the name of the party filing the nominations. 
(b) The title of the office for which the nominations is made 

and the name and residence address of the person so nominated. 
(c) The names of the members of the committee, if any, ap-

pointed to fill vacancies in nominations. 
(d) A description and representation of the party's emblem. 
(e) The name of the committee making the nominations. 
(f) A certified copy of the party rules describing the rule-making 

body and nomination process. 
(g) An affidavit containing a statement by the presiding officer 

and secretary of the committee that they are such officers and 
the statements in the certificate are true. 
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2. The certificate of nomination, with all required information 
contained therein, shall be filed in the same places aod maoner 
as provided for designating petitions, not later thao seven weeks 
preceding the general election, or as otherwise provided herein. 

3. After examination, no board or officer shall receive for filing 
aod aoy such certificate of nomination unless the above require
ments have been fulfilled. 

4. If there is aoy question or conflict relatiing to the rules or 
the rule-making body, rules which a majority of the candidates of 
such party who were nominated by petition for offices voted for 
by all the voters of the state at the general election at which the 
independent body became a party certify were duly adopted by a 
properly authorized body shall be deemed to be the rules. The 
certificate of such caodidates describing the rule-making body shall 
be controlling. 

§ 6-130. Designating petition; form, witness, qualifica
tion_ 1. The sheets of a designating petition must set forth in 
every instaoce the full name of the signer, his residence address, 
ward (if aoy), election district, town or city (except in the city 
of New York), aod the date when the signature is affixed. 

2. In the city of New York and in towns in the county of 
Nassau, the petition must also set forth the assembly district in 
which the signer resides. 

§ 6-132. Designating petition; form. 1. Each sheet of a 
designating petition shall be signed in ink aod shall contain the 
following information aod shall be in substaotially the following 
form: 

I, the undersigned, do hereby state that I am a duly enrolled 
voter of the. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. aod entitled to vote 
at the next primary election of such party, to be held on 
............... , 19 .. ; that my place of residence is truly stated 
opposite my signature hereto, and I do hereby designate the 
following named person (or persons) as a caodidate (or caodidates) 
for the nomination of such party for public office or for election 
to a party position of such party. 

Names of 
caodidates 

Public Office 
or party 
position 

Place of residence 
(also post office 
address, if not 

identical) 

I do hereby appoint .. (insert the names aod addresses of at 
least three persons, all of whom shall be enrolled voters of said 
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party) as a committee to fill vacancies in accordance with the 
provisions of the election law. 

In witness whereof, I have hereunto set my hand, the day and 
year placed opposite my signature. 

Date 

Ward (if any) or 
Assembly District 

(in the city of 
New York and 
in towns in the 

county of Nassau) 

Name of Signer Residence 

Town or city (except 
Election in the city of New 
District York, the county) 

2. There shall be appended at the bottom of each sheet a signed 
statement of a witness who is a duly qualified voter of the state 
and an enrolled voter of the same political party as the voters 
qualified to sign the petition, and who is also a resident of the 
political subdivision in which the office or position is to be voted 
for. However, in the case of a petition for election to the party 
position of member of the county committee, residence in the 
same county shall be sufficient. Such a statement shall be accepted 
for all purposes as the equivalent of an affidavit, and if it contains 
a material false statement, shall subject the person signing it to 
the same penalties as if he had been duly sworn. The form of 
such statement shall be substantially as follows: 

STATEMENT OF WITNESS 
I, ...... (name of witness) state: I am a duly qualified voter 

of the State of New York and am an enrolled voter of the .... 
party. I now reside at .......... (residence address, also post 
office address if not identical) [which is in the .... (fill in number) 
election district of the ....... Ward/Assembly district (fill in 
Ward, if any, otherwise fill in Assembly District where required) 
in the Town or City of .. .. (fill in name of city or town) in the 
County of ..... (fill in name of county)]. 

Each of the individuals whose names are subscribed to this 
petition sheet containing .. (fill in number) signatures, subscribed 
the same in my presence on the dates above indicated and identified 
himself to be the individual who signed this sheet. 

I understand that this statement will be accepted for all purposes 
as the equivalent of an affidavit and, if it contains a material false 

[Matter in italics is new; matter in brackets [ ] is old law to be omitted.) 
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statement, shall subject me to the same penalties as if I had been 
duly sworn. 
Date: ................... . 

Signature 
Witness identification information: The following information must 

be completed prior to filing with the board of elections in order for 
this petition sheet to be valid. 

Ward (if any) 
or Assembly 
District in 
the city of 

New York and 
in towns in 

the County of 
Election District Nassau Town or City County 

3. In lieu of the signed statement of a witness who is a duly 
qualified voter of the state qualified to sign the petition, the 
following statement signed by a notary public or commissioner of 
deeds shall be accepted: 

On the dates above indicated before me personally came each 
of the voters whose signatures appear on this petition sheet con-
taining ............. (fill in number) signatures, who signed same 
in my presence and who, being by me duly sworn, each for himself, 
said that the foregoing statement made and subscribed by him, 
was true. 

Date: ................. . 

(Signature and official title 
of officer administering oath) 

4. In the city of New York, to be accepted for filing, petitions 
for each party shall be printed on paper of the color which the 
state board of elections has selected for such party. 

5. The state board of elections shall prepare a sample form of a 
designating petition which meets the requirements of this section 
and shall distribute or cause such forms to be distributed to each 
board of elections. Such forms shall be made available to the public, 
upon request, by the state board of elections and each such board. 

[Subd. 2 amended and .ubd. 5 added by chap. 79. Law. of 1992. Take. effect 
January I. 1993.) 

§ 6-134. Designating petitions; rules. 1. A designating pe
tition may designate candidates for nomination for one or more 
public offices or for nomination for election to one or more party 
positions, or both, but desigoations or nominations for which the 

(Matter in italics is new.] 
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petitions are required to be filed in different offices, may not be 
combined in the same petition. If two or more offices having the 
same title are to be filled for different terms, the terms of office 
shall be included as part of the title of the office. 

2. Sheets of a designating petition shall be bound together in 
one or more volumes. The sheets in each volume shall be numbered 
consecutively at the foot of each sheet, beginning with number 
one. There shall be a cover sheet attached to each petition con
sisting of ten or more sheets and each volume thereof. Each cover 
sheet shall indicate the office for which each designation and 
nomination is being made, the name and residence address of each 
candidate, the total number of pages comprising the petition, and 
the total number of signatures contained in such petition, except 
that such cover sheet need not contain the names and addresses 
of candidates for the position of member of the county committee 
if a list of the names and addresses of such candidates grouped 
by the election district in which they are candidates is filed together 
with such petition. If the petition is filed in two or more volumes, 
the cover sheet for each volume shall also contain the following 
additional information: the number of the volume, the total number 
of pages in the volume, the total number of signatures contained 
in the volume, and the numbers of the first and last pages contained 
therein. The cover sheet for any volume which contains petitions 
for the position of member of the county committee in addition 
to petitions for another office or position, shall also set forth the 
following information for each election district for which candidates 
for county committee are contained in such volume: the number 
of the election district, the numbers of the pages on which such 
candidates are designated, the total number of such pages and the 
total number of signatures on such pages. In tlwse cases when the 
same candidates appear on each and every sheet of the petition, 
the total number of pages and the total number of signatures stoted 
on the cover sheet shaY be deemed to apply to each such candidate. 

3. All sheets designating the same candidate for nomination for 
the same public office or party position, when bound together as 
provided herein, and offered for filing, shall be deemed to constitute 
one petition for such candidate. 

4. The sheets of a petition designating a candidate for an office 
to be filled by the voters of the entire state shall be filed in 
volumes separated according to the congressional districts in which 
are located the residences of the greatest number of signatories 
on each such sheet. Within each congressional district, the sheets 
of such petition shall be separated according to the counties in 
which the greatest number of signatures were obtained. The cover 
sheet of the petition and each volume shall, in addition to the 
other information required herein for cover sheets, indicate the 

[Matter in italics is new.] 
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numbers of the congressional districts and the names of the coun
ties contsined in each volume. 

5. If a voter shall sign any petition or petitions designating a 
greater number of candidates for public office or party position 
than the number of persons to be elected thereto his signatures, 
if they bear the same date, shall not be counted upon any petition, 
and if they bear different dates shall be counted in the order of 
their priority of date, for only so many designees as there are 
persons to be elected. 

6. A signature made earlier than thirty-seven days before the 
last day to file designating petitions for the primary election shall 
not be counted. 

7. The use of titles, initials or customary abbreviations of given 
names by the signers of, or witnesses to, designating petitions or 
the use of customary abbreviations of addresses of such signers or 
witnesses, shall not invalidate such signatures or witness statement 
provided that the identity of the signer or witness as a registered 
voter can readily be established by reference to the signature on 
the petition and that of a person whose name appears in the 
registration poll ledgers. 

8. An alteration or correction of information appearing on a 
signature line, other than the signature itself and the date, shall 
not invalidate such signature provided that the information, in its 
altered or corrected form, is consistent with the requirements of 
this article. 

[8.]9. A signer need only place his signature upon the petition, 
and need not himself fill in the other required information. 

[9.]10. In the event that the number of signatures indicated on 
the cover sheet of any petition or volume thereof, understates the 
number of signatures contained in such petition or volume, such 
error shall not be the basis for invalidating the petition or volume 
but the number of signatures indicated on such cover sbeet shall 
be deemed to be the number of signatures in such petition. In 
such a circumstance, the signatures deemed not to have been filed 
shall be those at the end of the petition or volume. If the number 
of signatures in any petition thereof is overstated on the cover 
sheet, such petition shall not be invalid because of such over
statement, but a number of signatures at the end of such petition 
or volume equal to the amount of such overstatement shall be 
deemed not to have been filed. If an overstatement or understate
ment of the total number of signatures contained in a petition 
which consists of more than one volume results from an over
statement or understatement of the total number of signatures 
contained in one or more volumes of such petition, then the 
number of signatures deemed not to have been filed shall not 
exceed the number of signatures actually filed in the volumes on 
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which there is such an overstatement or understatement. If the 
overstatement or understatement on any petition exceeds the num
ber of signatures actually filed by more than ten percent and a 
court of competent jurisdiction, in a proceeding brought pursuant 
to section 16-102 of this chapter, determines upon proper proof, 
that such overstatement or understatement was inadvertent, the 
number of signatures deemed not to have been filed shall be limited 
to ten percent of the number actually filed. 

11. The failure to list a committee to fill vacancies or the failure 
to list at least three enroUed voters of the party as a committee to 
fiU vacancies shaU not invalidate the petition unless a vacancy occurs 
which, under law, may be fiUed only by such a committee. 

12. A person other than the subscribing witness may insert the 
information required by the subscribing witness statement, provided 
that aU subscribing witness information required above the sub
scribing witness' signoture is inserted either before such subscribing 
witness signs the statment or in the presence of such subscribing 
witness. 

13. If the number of signotures on any petition sheet, is under
stated in the witness statement, such petition sheet shall not be 
invalid solely because of such understatement, but such petition 
sheet shaU be deemed to contain the number of signotures indicated 
on such witness statement and the signotures at the end of such 
petition sheet which are in excess of the number so indicated shall 
be deemed not to have been filed. 

14. In addition to the requirement for the signoture, the printed 
nome of the signer may be added, provided that the failure to 
provide a place to print the nome or failure to print a nome if a 
space is provided shall not invalidate the signature or petition. 

15. The provisions of subdivisions two and four of this section 
shaU be liberally construed, not inconsistent with substantial com
pliance thereto and the prevention of fraud. The provisions of this 
subdivision shall in no way be construed to restrict or expand the 
construction of any other provision of this chapter or any other 
requirements applicable to the petition process. 

16. The state board of elections shaU prepare a sample form of 
a cover sheet which meets the requirements of this section and 
shaU distribute or cause such forms to be distributed to each board 
of elections. Such forms shaU be made available to the public, upon 
request, by the state board of elections and each board of elections. 

[Section amended and subds. 11. 12, 13 and 14 added by chap. 79, Laws of 
1992.J 

§ 6-136. Designating petitions; number of signa
tures. 1. Petitions for any office to be filled by the voters of the 
entire state must be signed by not less than [twenty I fifteen 
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thousand or five per centum, whichever is less, of the then enrolled 
voters of the party in the state, of whom not less than one hundred 
or five per centum, whichever is less, of such enrolled voters shall 
reside in each of one-half of the congressional districts of the 
state. 

2. All other petitions must be signed by not less than five per 
centum, as determined by the preceding enrollment, of the then 
enrolled voters of the party residing within the political unit in 
which the office or position is to be voted for, provided, however, 
that for the following public offices the number of signatures need 
not exceed the following limits: 

(a) For any office to be filled by all voters of the city of New 
York, [ten] seven thousand five hundred signatures; 

(b) For any office to be filled by all the voters of any county 
or borough within the city of New York, [five] four thousand 
signatures; 

(c) For any office to be filled in the city of New York by all 
the voters of any municipal court district, one thousand five 
hundred signatures; 

(c-l) For any office to be filled in the city of New York by all 
the voters of any city council district from which members of the 
city council other than the president of the council, are elected, 
nine hundred signatures; 

(d) For any office to be filled by all the voters of cities or 
counties, except the city of New York and counties therein, con
taining more than two hundred fifty thousand inhabitants ac
cording to the last preceding federal enumeration, two thousand 
signatures; 

(e) For any office to be filled by all the voters of cities or 
counties containing more than twenty-five thousand and not more 
than two hundred fifty thousand inhabitants, according to the last 
preceding federal enumeration, one thousand signatures; 

(0 For any office to be filled by all the voters of any other city 
or county, or of a councilmanic district in any city other than 
the city of New York, five hundred signatures; 

(g) For any office to be filled by all the voters of any congres
sional district, twelve hundred fifty signatures; 

(h) For any office to be filled by all the voters of any state 
senatorial district, one thousand signatures; 

(i) For any office to be filled by all voters of any assembly 
district, five hundred signatures; 

(j) For any office to be filled by all the voters of any political 
subdivision, except as herein otherwise provided, contained within 
another political subdivision, not to exceed the number of sig
natures required for the larger subdivision; 
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(k) For any other office to be filled by the voters of a political 
subdivision containing more than one assembly district, county or 
other political subdivision, not to exceed the aggregate of the 
signatures required for the subdivisions or parts of subdivisions 
so contained; and 

(I) For any county legislative district, five hundred signatures. 
3. The number of signatures on a petition to designate a can

didate or candidates for the position of delegate or alternate to a 
state or judicial district convention or member of the state com
mittee or assembly district leader or associate assembly district 
leader need not exceed the number required for member of as
sembly, and to designate a candidate for the position of district 
delegate to a national party convention need not exceed the number 
required for a petition for representative in congress. 

[Subds. 1 and 2 amended by chap. 79. Law. of 1992. Takes effect January I, 
1993.) 

§ 6-138. Independent nominations; rules. 1. Independent 
nominations for public office shall be made by a petition which 
shall be on white paper, containing the signatures of registered 
voters of the political unit for which a nomination is made who 
were registered to vote prior to the first day for signing of in
dependent nominating petitions. The name of a person signing 
such a petition for an election for which voters are required to 
be registered shall not be counted, if such person voted at a 
primary election where a candidate was nominated for an office 
for which such petition purports to nominate a candidate; or, if 
the name of a person who has signed such a petition appears upon 
another valid and effective petition designating or nominating the 
same or a different person for the same office. 

2. Except as otherwise provided herein, the form of, and the 
rules for a nominating petition shall conform to the rules and 
requirements for designating petitions contained in this article. 

3. a The name selected for the independent body making the 
nomination shall be in English characters and shall not include 
the name or part of the name or an abbreviation of the name or 
part of the name, nor shall the emblem or name be of such a 
configuration as to create the possibility of confusion with the 
emblem or name of a then existing party, or the emblem or name 
of an independent body selected by a previously filed independent 
nominating petition for the same office.. [If the name or emblem 
of such petition is the same as any previously filed independent 
nominating petition, the board of elections shall notify the persons 
filing such petition not later than two days after the filing of such 
petition and shall permit the candidates named in such petition 
to select a new name or emblem within seven days after the date 
of such notice.] 
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b. Notwithstanding the requirements of paragraph a of this sub
division, if the emblem or name selected for an independent body 
on any independent nominating petition is the same as that selected 
by any previously filed independent nominating petition for the 
same office, the board of elections with which, such /ater petition 
was filed shall, not /ater than two days after the filing of such /ater 
filed petition, send notice of such duplicate selection of emblem or 
name by first-class mail, to the candidate for such office wha was 
nominated by such /ater filed petition, and that the candidate to 
whom such notice is required to be sent may file with such board 
of elections, not /ater than seven days after such notice was mailed, 
a certificate selecting a different emblem or name. 

c. A person who has been nominated or who expects to be 
nominated as the candidate of an independent body for the office 
of President of the United States at any election for such office 
may, not /ater than three days after the last day to file nominating 
petitions, file with the state board of elections, a special certificate 
which shall be irrevocable, stating that such person does not wish 
to permit candidates for any other office, except the office of Vice
President of the United States, to appear on the balM with the 
same name and emblem as the independent body which has nom
inated or will nominate such candidate for the office of President. 

d. Not /ater than seven days after the last day to file nominating 
petitions, the state board of elections shall notify each local board 
of elections of the name of each candidate for President of the 
United States who has filed such a special certificate, together with 
the name and emblem of the independent body selected on the 
petition which nominated such candidate. 

e. If any candidate has been nominated for any other office by 
a petition which selected the same name or emblem for an inde
pendent body as the name or emblem selected on the petition which 
nominated a candidate for President of the United States who has 
filed a special certificate pursuant to paragraph c of this subdivision, 
the board of elections with which the petition nominating such 
candidate for such other office was filed shall, not /ater than ten 
days after the last day to file nominating petitions, send to each 
such candidate, by first class mail, notice that a special certificate 
pursuant to paragraph c of this subdivision has been filed and that 
the candidate to whom such notice is sent may file with such board 
of elections, not /ater than seven days after such notice was mailed, 
a certificate selecting a different name and emblem. 

f. If such a petition shall not show an emblem, or if the petition 
shall fail to select a name for such independent body, or if pursuant 
to the provisions of paragraph b or paragraph e of this subdivision, 
a candidate shall fail to select another emblem or name for such 
independent body, the officer or board in whose office the petition 
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is filed shall select an emblem or name or both to distinguish the 
candidates nominated thereby. The name and emblem shown upon 
such petition or selected by a candidate autlwrized to make such 
selection by paragraph b or paragraph e of this subdivision, or 
selected by an officer or board shall also conform to the require
ments of this chapter with respect to names or emblems permitted 
to be selected by a party. 

g. Nothing contained [herein] in this subdivision slwll preclude 
a court of competent jurisdiction from rejecting an independent 
nominating petition if [it] the court determines that fraud was 
involved in the selection of a name or emblem. 

4. A signature made earlier than six weeks prior to the last day 
to file independent petitions shall not be counted. A signature on 
an independent petition for a special election made earlier than 
the date of the proclamation of the governor calling the special 
election shall not be counted. 

[Subel. 3 amended by cbeps. 79, 305 and 306, Lews of 1992.] 

§ 6-140. Independent nominations; form of peti
tion. 1. a. Each sheet of an independent nominating petition 
shall be signed in ink, shall contain the following information and 
shall be in substantially the following form: 

I, the undersigned, do hereby state that I am a registered voter 
of the political unit for which a nomination for public office is 
hereby being made, that my present place of residence is truly 
stated opposite my signature hereto, and that I do hereby nominate 
the following named person (or persons) as a candidate (or as 
candidates) for nomination for public office (or public offices) to 
be voted for at the election to be held on the ........ day of 
· ............ , 19 .. , and that I select the name 
· . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. (fill in name) as the name of the inde
pendent body making the nomination (or nominations) and 
· ........ ' (fill in emblem) as the emblem of such body. 

Name of 
Candidate Public Office 

Place of residence 
(also post office 
address if not 

identical) 

I do hereby appoint .......................... (here insert 
the names and addresses of at least three persons, all of whom 
shall be registered voters within such political unit) as a committee 
to fill vacancies in accordance with the provisions of the election 
law. 
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In witness whereof, I have hereunto set my hand, the day and 
year placed opposite my signature. 

Date 

Ward (if any) or 
Assembly District 

(in the city of 
New York and 
in towns in the 

County of Nassau) 

Name of signer 

Election 
District 

Residence 

Town or city (except 
in the city of New 
York, the county) 

b. There shall be appended at the bottom of each sheet a signed 
statement of a witness who is a duly qualified voter of the state 
and who also is qualified to sign the petition. Such a statement 
shall be accepted for all purposes as the equivalent of an affidavit, 
and if it contains a material false statement, shall subject the 
person signing it to the same penalties as if he had been duly 
sworn. The form of such statement shall be substantially as follows: 

STATEMENT OF WITNESS 

I, .................... (name of witness) state: I am a duly 
qualified voter of the State of New York and I am also duly 
qualified to sign the petition. I now reside at ............... . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . (residence address, also post office address if not 
identical) [which is in the .... (fill in number) election district 
of the ........... Ward/Assembly district (fill in Ward, if any. 
Otherwise fill in Assembly District where required) in the Town 
or City of ....... (fill in name of city or town) in the County 
of .................... (fill in name of county).] 

Each of the individuals whose names are subscribed to this 
petition sheet containing .... (fill in number) signatures, [sub
scribe] subscribed the same in my presence on the dates above 
indicated and identified himself to be the individual who signed 
this sheet. 

I understand that this statement will be accepted for all purposes 
as the equivalent of an affidavit and, if it contains a material false 
statement, shall subject me to the same penalties as if I had been 
duly sworn. 
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Date: ...................... . 
Signature of Witness 

Witness identification information: 
The following information must be completed prior to filing with 

the board of elections in order for this petition sheet to be valid. 

Ward (if any) 
or Assembly 
District in 
the city of 

New York and 
in towns in 

the County of 
Election District Nassau Town or City County 

Date: .................. . 
(Signature and official title 

of officer administering oath) 
2. In lieu of the signed statement of a witness who is a duly 

qualified voter of the state qualified to sign the petition, the 
following statement signed by a notary public or commissioner of 
deeds shall be accepted: 

On the dates above indicated before me personally came each 
of the voters whose signatures appear on this petition sheet con-
taining ............. (fill in number) signatures, who signed same 
in my presence and who, being by me duly sworn, each for himself, 
said that the foregoing statement made and subscribed by him, 
was true. 

3. The stote board of elections shall prepare a sample form of an 
independent nominating petition which meets the requirements of 
this section and shall distribute or cause such forms to be distributed 
to each boord of elections. Such forms shall be made availnble to 
the public upon request, by the state board of elections and each 
such board. 

[Section amended by cbep. 79, Laws of 1992.) 

§ 6-142. Independent nominations; number of signatures_ 
1. An independent nominating petition for candidates to be voted 
for by all the voters of the state must be signed by at least [twenty 1 
fifteen thousand voters, of whom at least one hundred shall reside 
in each of one-half of the congressional districta of the State. 

2. An independent nominating petition for the nomination of 
candidates for an office to be filled by the voters of any other 
political unit must be signed by voters numbering five per centum 
of the total number of votes cast for governor at the last guber-
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natorial election in such unit, excluding blank and void votes, 
except that not more than three thousand five hundred signatures 
shall be required upon any such petition for any office to be filled 
in any political subdivision of the state wholly outside the city of 
New York, and not more than the following numbers of signatures 
shall be required upon any such petition for the following public 
offices respectively: 

(a) for any office to be filled in any county or portion thereof 
outside the city of New York, one thousand five hundred; 

(b) for any office to be filled by all the voters of the city of 
New York, seven thousand five hundred; 

(b-1) for any office to be filled by all the voters of any two 
counties in such city, [five) four thousand[.); 

(c) for any office to be filled by all the voters of any county or 
borough in such city, [five) four thousand; 

(d) for any office to be filled by all the voters of any municipal 
court district, three thousand signatures 

(d-1) [For) for any office to be filled in the city of New York 
by all the voters of any city council district from which members 
of the city council other than the president of the council, are 
elected, two thousand seven hundred; 

(e) for any office to be filled by all the voters of any congressional 
district, three thousand five hundred; 

(f) for any office to be filled by all the voters of any stste 
senatorial district, three thousand; 

(g) for any office to be filled by all the voters of an assembly 
district, one thousand five hundred; 

(h) for the office of trustee of the Long Island Power Authority, 
five hundred; 

(i) for any office to be filled by the voters of any political 
subdivision contained within another political subdivision except 
as herein otherwise provided, not to exceed the number of sig
natures required for the larger subdivision. 

[Section amended. by chap. 79, Laws of 1992. Takes effect January I, 1993.] 

§ 6-144. Nominating and designating petitions and cer
tificates; place for filing. Petitions, certificates and minutes 
specified in this article shall be filed in the office of the Board of 
Elections of the county, except as follows: for an office or position 
to be voted for wholly within the city of New York in the office 
of the Board of Elections of that city; for an office or position to 
be voted for in a district greater than one county, or portions of 
two or more counties, in the office of the state board of elections; 
for a village office to be filled in a village election not conducted 
by the board of elections, in the office of the village clerk. All 
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such petitions and certificates shall at the time of filing thereof 
be endorsed by such officer or board with the day, hour and minute 
of such filing. Such officer or board shall keep a book, which shall 
be open to public inspection in which shall be entered the times 
of filing all such petitions and certificates; the names and residences 
of all candidates named therein; the names and residences of all 
candidates certified to such officer or board; the title of the office 
or party position; the name of the party or independent body to 
which the petition or certificate relates and a memorandum of 
any objections to such petition or certificate. Forthwith upon the 
filing of a petition or certificate designating or nominating a person 
or persons for public office, such officer or board shall mail notice 
thereof to each such person. Such notice shall also state the last 
day to decline such designation or nomination. 

§ 6-146. Nomination and designation; declination or ac
ceptance. 1. A person designated as a candidate for nomination 
or for party position, or nominated for an office, otherwise than 
at a primary election, may, in a certificate signed and acknowledged 
by him, and filed as provided in this article, decline the designation 
or nomination; provided, however, that, if designated or nominated 
for a public office other than a judicial office by a party of which 
he is not a duly enrolled member, or if designated or nominated 
for a public office other than a judicial office by more than one 
party or independent body or by an independent body alone, such 
person shall, in a certificate signed and acknowledged by him, and 
filed as provided in this article, accept the designation or nomi
nation as a candidate of each such party or independent body 
other than that of the party of which he is an enrolled member, 
otherwise such designation or nomination shall be null and void. 

2. If any designation or nomination is declined, the officer or 
board to whom or which notification thereof is given shall forthwith 
inform by mail or otherwise the committee authorized to fill the 
vacancy, that the designation or nomination has been declined, 
and if such declination is filed with the state board of elections 
after such board has given official notice, pursuant to the provisions 
of this chapter, to the several boards of elections that the name 
of the candidate filing such declination is to appear on a ballot, 
such board also shall give immediate notice by mail or otherwise 
that such designation or nomination has been declined, to the 
several boards of elections which prepare the official ballots for 
election districts affected by such declination. 

3. When a person who was not designated for nomination at a 
primary election receives a nomination for public office at such 
primary election, the officer or board with whom or which a 
designating petition for such an office is required to be filed shall 
forthwith notify, by mail, such person of his nomination, and that 
he must decline or accept such nomination in writing as hereinafter 
provided. 
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4. A person nominated without designation for public office at 
a primary election may decline such nomination. A person so 
nominated for public office by a party of which he is not a duly 
enrolled member, must decline or accept such nomination, other
wise such nomination shall be null and void. Such declinations 
or acceptances must be filed not later than five days after the 
mailing of notification of such nomination by such officer or board. 
If the nomination is declined the vacancy may be filled not later 
than three days after such declination shall have been filed in the 
office of the officer or board. 

5. A person who has been nominated for public office by a party 
and who is thereafter nominated for another office by such party, 
or who is thereafter nominated by such party to fill a vacancy 
caused by such a nomination to fill a vacancy by such party, may 
decline such first nomination not later than the third day after 
the filing of the certificate of his nomination for such other office, 
but such a declination shall not be effective if such other nomi
nation by such party is duly declined. 

§ 6-147. Multiple designations of a candidate for a party 
position_ 1. The name of a person designated on more than one 
petition as a candidate for a party position to be filled by two or 
more persons shall be printed on the ballot with the group of 
candidates designated by the petition first filed unless such person, 
in a certificate duly acknowledged by him and filed with the board 
of elections not later than the eighth Tuesday preceding the 
primary election or five days after the board of elections mails 
such person notice of his designation in more than one group; 
whichever is later, specifies another group in which his name shall 
be printed. 

2. A person designated as a candidate for the position of member 
of the county committee in more than one election district shall 
be deemed to have been designated in the lowest numbered election 
district unless such person, in a certificate duly acknowledged by 
him, and filed with the board of elections not later than the eighth 
Tuesday preceding the primary election or five days after the board 
of elections mails such person notice of his designation in more 
than one election district whichever is later, specifies that he 
wishes to be deemed designated in a different election district. 

3. The board of elections shall forthwith notify each person 
designated more than once for the same party position in one or 
more districts of the fact of such designations and of his right to 
file a certificate pursuant to the provisions of this section, spec
ifying the group or district in which he wishes to be deemed a 
candidate. 

§ 6-148. Nomination and designation; filling vacan
cies. 1. A vacancy in a designation or nomination caused by 
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declination, where a declination is permitted by this article, or by 
the death or disqualification of the candidate, or by a tie vote at 
a primary, may be filled by the making and filing of a certificate, 
setting forth the fact and cause of the vacancy, the title of the 
office, the name of the original candidate, if any, and the name 
and address of the candidate newly designated or nominated. 

2. A vacancy in a designation or independent nomination, or 
in a party nomination made otherwise than at a primary, may be 
filled by a majority of the committee to fill vacancies shown upon 
the face of the petition or certificate of the designation or nom
ination in which the vacancy occurs. 

3. A vacancy in a nomination made at a primary, or by a tie 
vote thereat, may be filled by a majority of the members, of the 
party committee or committees last elected in the political sub
division in which the vacancy occurs, present at a meeting at 
which there is a quorum or by a majority of such other committee 
as the rules of the party may provide. 

4. If the vacancy be filled by a committee named in a petition 
or certificate of nomination, the new certificate shall be signed by 
a majority of such committee; if filled by any other committee, it 
shall be signed by the presiding officer and secretary of the com
mittee. Appended to the certificate shall be the affidavit of the 
persons signing the certificate that they were a majority of such 
committee, or such officers, as the case may be, and that the 
statements in such certificate are true. 

5. The certificate designating a person to fill a vacancy in a 
designation or nomination shall have appended thereto his written 
consent to be 80 designated or nominated, duly acknowledged. 

6. When a certificate of a new designation or nomination shall 
be filed with the state board of elections after such board has 
given official notice, pursuant to the provisions of this chapter, 
to the several boards of elections, of the names to appear on the 
ballot at the election to which such new designation or nomination 
applies, such board shall forthwith certify to the proper board of 
elections the name of the person designated or nominated by such 
certificate and such other facts as are required to be stated therein. 

§ 6-150. Nomination; vacancy caused by death or dis
qualification, unfilled at time of general or special elec
tion. If a vacancy shall occur in a nomination, caused by dis
qualification or death of the candidate subsequent to noon of the 
Tuesday before a general or special election and prior to the closing 
of the polls on such election day, such vacancy shall not be filled, 
and the votes cast for such deceased candidate shall be canvassed 
and counted, and if he shall receive a plurality of the votes cast, 
a vacancy shall exist in the office for which such nomination was 
made to be filled in the manner provided by law for vacancies in 
office occurring by reason of death after election. 
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§ 6-152. Vacancies caused by death or disqualification 
and unfilled at time of primary elections. If a vacancy shall 
occur in a designation of a candidate for nomination or election 
at a primary election, caused by the death or disqualification of 
a candidate subsequent to noon of the seventh day before the 
primary election and prior to the closing of the poils, such vacancy 
shall not be filled and the votes cast for such deceased or dis
qualified candidate shall be canvassed and counted, and, if he shsil 
receive a plurality of the votes cast, another candidate may there
after be nominated or the vacancy filled as provided by law or 
the rules of the party. 

§ 6-153. Certificate of candidacy by write-in candidates 
for president and vice president. 1. Any person who wishes 
to be a write-in candidate for president of the United States shall, 
not later than the third Tuesday before the general election, file 
a certificate of candidacy with the state board of elections. 

2. Such certificate shall be signed by such candidate and shall 
contain the following: 

(a) The name and address of the candidate for president. 
(b) The name and address of a candidate for vice president of 

the United States, if any, and a certificate of acceptance signed 
by such candidate. 

(c) The names and addresses of the candidates for electors 
pledged to such candidate for president, together with a certificate 
of acceptance and pledge of support signed by each such candidate 
for elector. 

§ 6-154. Nominations and designations; objections 
to. 1. Any petition filed with the officer or board chsrged with 
the duty of receiving it shall be presumptively valid if it is in 
proper form and appears to bear the requisite number of signatures, 
authenticated in a manner prescribed by this chapter. 

2. Written objections to any certificate of designation or nom
ination or to a nominating or designating petition or a petition 
for opportunity to ballot for public office or to a certificate of 
acceptance, a certificate of authorization, a certificate of declination 
or a certificate of substitution relating thereto may be filed by 
any voter registered to vote for such public office and to a des
ignating petition or a petition for opportunity to ballot for party 
position or a certificate of substitution, a certificate of acceptance 
or a certificate of declination relating thereto by any voter enrolled 
to vote for such party position. Such objections shall be filed with 
the officer or board with whom the original petition or certificate 
is filed within three days after the filing of the petition or certificate 
to which objection is made, or within three days after the last 
day to file such a certificate, if no such certificate is filed except 
that if any person nominated by an independent nominating 
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petition, is nominated as a party candidate for the same office by 
a party certificate filed, or a party nomination made after the 
filing of such petition, the written objection to such petition may 
be filed within three days after the filing of such party certificate 
or the making of such party nomination. When such an objection 
is filed, specifications of the grounds of the objections shall be 
filed within six days thereafter with the same office or board and 
if specifications are not timely filed, the objection shall be null 
and void. Each such officer or board is hereby empowered to make 
rules in reference to the filing and disposition of such petition, 
certificate, objections and specifications. 

3. When a determination is made that a certificate or petition 
is insufficient, such officer or board shall give notice of the de
termination forthwith by mail to each candidate named in the 
petition or certificate, and, if the determination is made upon 
specified objections, the objector shall be notified. 

§ 6-156. Party nominations; certification. 1. Certificates 
of nominations, made otherwise than at a primary, shall contain 
the name of the political party making the nomination, the title 
of the office for which such person is nominated, the name and 
residence of the nominee, the committee, if any, appointed to fill 
vacancies in the nominations, and shall be signed by the presiding 
officer and a secretary of the body making the nomination. When 
a nomination is made by a committee other than one composed 
of members of a state committee or a county committee, a certified 
copy of the rule or resolution constituting such committee, shall, 
if a copy thereof shall not have been filed previously, be attached 
to the certificate. 

§ 6-158. Nominating and designating petitions and cer
tificates, conventions; times for filing and holding. 1. A des
ignating petition shall be filed not earlier than the tenth Monday 
before, and not later than the ninth Thursday preceding the 
primary election. 

2. A certificate of acceptance or declination of a designation 
shall be filed not later than the fourth day after the last day to 
file such designation. 

3. A certificate to fill a vacancy in a designation caused by 
declination shall be filed not later than the fourth day after the 
last day to decline. A certificate to fill a vacancy in a designation 
caused by death or disqualification shall be filed not later than 
ten days after such death or disqualification or four days before 
the primary election, whichever is earlier. 

4. A petition of enrolled members of a party requesting an 
opportunity to write in the name of an undesignated candidate 
for a public office or party position at a primary election shall be 
filed not later than the eighth Thursday preceding the primary 
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election. However, where a designating petition has been filed and 
the person named therein has declined such designation and an
other person has been designated to fill the vacancy, then in that 
event, a petition for an opportunity to ballot in a primary election 
shall be filed not later than the seventh Thursday preceding such 
primary election. 

5. A judicial district convention shall be held not earlier than 
the Tuesday following the third Monday in September preceding 
the general election and not later than the fourth Monday in 
September preceding such election. 

6. A certificate of a party nomination made other than at the 
primary election for an office to be filled at the time of a general 
election shall be filed not later than [the seventh Tuesday preceding 
such] seven days after the fall primary election, except that a 
certificate of nomination for an office which becomes vacant after 
the [ninth Tuesday] seventh day preceding such primary election 
shall be filed not later than fourteen days after the creation of 
such vacancy and except, further, that a certificate of party nom
ination of [candidacy] candidates for elector of president and vice
president of the United States shall be filed not later than fourteen 
days after the fall primary election, and except still further that 
a certificate of party nomination made at a judicial district con
vention shall be filed not later than the day after the last day to 
hold such convention and the minutes of such convention, duly 
certified by the chairman and secretary, shall be filed within 
seventy-two hours after adjournment of the convention. A certif
icate of party nomination for an office to be filled at a special 
election shall be filed not later than ten days following the issuance 
of a proclamation of such election. 

7. A certificate of acceptance or declination of a party nomi
nation made other than at a primary election for an office to be 
filled at the time of a general election shall be filed not later than 
the third day after the last day to file the certificate of such party 
nomination. A certificate of acceptance or declination of a party 
nomination for an office to be filled at a special election shall be 
filed not later than twelve days following the issuance of a proc
lamation of such election. 

8. A certificate to fill a vacancy caused by a declination of a 
party nomination for an office to be filled at the time of a general 
election shall be filed not later than four days after the last day 
to file such declination, except that if such nomination was made 
at the primary election, such certificate shall be filed not later 
than ten days after the last day to file such declination. A certificate 
to fill a vacancy caused by a declination of a party nomination 
for an office to be filled at a special election shall be filed not 
later than fourteen days following the issuance of a proclamation 

[Matter in italics is new; matter in brackets (] is old law to be omitted.] 
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of such election. A certificate to fill a vacancy in a nomination 
caused by death or disqualification shall be filed not later than 
ten days after such death or disqualification or four days before 
the election, whichever is earlier. 

9. A petition for an independent nomination for an office to be 
filled at the time of a general election shall be filed not earlier 
than twelve weeks and not later than eleven weeks preceding such 
election. A petition for an independent nomination for an office 
to be filled at a special election shall be filed not later than twelve 
days following the issuance of a proclamation of such election. A 
petition for trustee of the Long Island Power Authority shall be 
filed not earlier than seven weeks and not later than six weeks 
preceding the day of the election of such trustees. 

10. Notwithstanding any other provisions of law, where a va
cancy occurs less than fourteen days before the last day for the 
filing of an independent petition for an office to be filled at the 
time of a general election, or after the last day to file an independent 
petition, such petition may be filed for the said office within 
fourteen days after the vacancy occurs. A certificate of acceptance 
or declination in such an event shall be filed within two days 
thereafter and a certificate to fill a vacancy caused by declination 
shall be filed within two days after such declination has been filed. 

11. A certificate of acceptance or declination of an independent 
nomination for an office to be filled at the time of a general 
election shall be filed not later than the third day after the eleventh 
Tuesday preceding such election except that a candidate who files 
such a certificate of acceptance for an office for which there have 
been filed certificates or petitions designating more than one can
didate for the nomination of any party, may thereafter file a 
certificate of declination not later than the third day after the 
primary election. A certificate of acceptance or declination of an 
independent nomination for an office to be filled at a special 
election shall be filed not later than fourteen days following the 
issuance of a proclamation of such election. 

12. A certificate to fill a vacancy caused by a declination of an 
independent nomination for an office to be filled at the time of 
a general election shall be filed not later than the sixth day after 
the eleventh Tuesday preceding such election. A certificate to fill 
a vacancy caused by a declination of an independent nomination 
for an office to be filled at a special election shall be filed not 
later than sixteen days following the issuance of a proclamation 
of such election. 

13. If a vacancy occurs too late to comply with the provisions 
of this section, the certificates of nomination, certificates of ac
ceptance or declination, certificates to fill a vacancy in such nom
ination and certificates of authorization of a nomination shall be 
filed as soon as practicable. 
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14. A vacancy occurring before September twentieth of any year 
in any office authorized to be filled at a general election, except 
in the offices of governor, Iieutenant·governor, or United States 
senator shall be filled at the general election held next thereafter, 
unless otherwise provided by the constitution, or unless previously 
filled at a special election. 

[Subd. 6 amended by cbep. 79, Law, of 1992.) 

§ 6-160. Primaries. 1. If more candidates are designated for 
the nomination of a party for an office to be filled by the voters 
of the entire state than there are vacancies, the nomination or 
nominations of a party shall be made at the primary election at 
which other candidates for public office are nominated and the 
candidate or candidates receiving the most votes shal) be the 
nominees of the party. 

2. All persons designated for uncontested offices or positions at 
a primary election shall be deemed nominated or elected thereto, 
as the case may be, without balloting. 

§ 6-162. Primary; New York City, run-off. In the city of 
New York, when no candidate for the office of mayor, city council 
president or comptroller receives forty percent or more of the votes 
cast by the members of a political party for such office in a city· 
wide primary election, the board of elections of such city shall 
conduct a run-off primary election between the two candidates 
receiving the greatest number of votes for the same office. 

§ 6-164. Primary, uncontested; opportunity to bal
lot. Enrolled members of a party entitled to vote in the nomi· 
nation of a candidate for public office or the election of a candidate 
for party position in a primary election of such party, and equal 
in number to at least the number of signers required to designate 
a candidate for such office or position may file with the officer or 
board with whom or which are filed designating petitions for such 
office or position a petition requesting an opportunity to write in 
the name of a candidate or candidates, who need not be specified, 
for such office or position. Upon the receipt of such a petition, 
such office or position shall be deemed contested and the primary 
ballota of the party shall afford an opportunity to vote thereon. 
Requesta for an opportunity to write in the names of candidates 
for two or more offices or positions may be included in the same 
petition. Such petitions shall be subject to objections and court 
determination thereof in the same manner as designating petitions 
so far as the provisions therefor are applicable. All required notices 
shall be served on the members of the committee named in the 
petition. A signature to a petition for an opportunity to ballot in 
primary elections made earlier than sixteen days before the last 
day to file designating petitions for the primary election shall not 
be counted. 
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§ 6-166. Primary; opportunity to ballot, form of peti
tion. 1. The form of a petition requesting an opportunity to 
write in the name of an undesignated candidate or undesignated 
candidates at a primary election shall conform to the requirements 
for a designating petition, except as otherwise provided herein. 

2. Each sheet of such petition shall be signed in ink and shall 
be substantially in the following form: 

I, the undersigned, do hereby state that I am a duly enrolled 
voter of the .......... party and entitled to vote at the next 
primary election of such party, that my place of residence is truly 
stated opposite my signature hereto, and I do hereby request an 
opportunity to write in the name of an undesignated candidate 
or candidates for nomination to the public office or offices or for 
election to the party position or positions, in the political unit or 
units of representation hereinafter set forth, of such party to be 
voted on the ..... day of. . . .. 19 .... , as hereinafter specified. 

Public Office Political unit or 
or party position unit of representation 

The appointment of a committee to receive notices, the signatures 
on the petition with all required information and the signed 
statement of a witness or authentication by a notary public or 
commissioner of deeds, shall be in the form prescribed for a 
designating petition. 

§ 6-168. Designating petitions; candidates for the office 
of judge of the civil court of the city of New York. 1. The 
board of elections of the city of New York, not later than fourteen 
days before the first day to circulate designating petitions for a 
primary election, or the day after a vacancy occurs, whichever is 
later, shall promulgate and have available for public inspection at 
its main office, a list of all vacancies in the office of judge of the 
civil court of the city of New York for which nominations will 
be made at such primary election. Such list shall include the 
borough and district, if any, in which each such vacancy exists, 
the name of the judge who was last elected to such seat and a 
number assigned to each such vacancy by the board of elections. 

2. A designating petition for any candidate for any such office 
shall include in the title of the office for which a designation is 
being made, the number assigned by the board of elections to the 
vacancy for which such candidate is designated. 

3. If, at any primary election in which more than one nomination 
is to be made for the office of judge of the civil court of the city 
of New York in any borough of such city or in any civil court 
district within any such borough, only one candidate is designated 
for any such vacancy, such candidate shall be deemed nominated 
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and his name shall not appear upon the primary ballot unless a 
petition for opportunity to ballot for such vacancy is filed pursuant 
to the provisions of this chapter. 

4. If more than one person is designated for one or more such 
vacancies, all such persons shall be listed on the primary ballot 
as candidates for such office without reference to the seat for 
which they were designated and those persons, equal to the number 
of such vacancies, who receive the highest number of votes shall 
be nominated as candidates for such office. 

TITLE II 
VILLAGE ELECTIONS 

Section 6-200. Application of title. 
6-202. Party nominations; villages. 
6-204. Designating petition; form. 
6-206. Independent nominations; petition, form. 
6-208. Petitions, qualifications of signers. 
6-210. Petitions and certificates; place and times for 

filing. 
6-212. Designations and nominations, objections. 

§ 6-200. Application of title. 1. This title applies to all 
general and special village elections for officers which are conducted 
by the board of elections on a date other than the date of the 
general election and all the provisions of this chapter, not incon
sistent with this title, shall apply. 

2. For the purposes of this title, a village shall be deemed to 
be located within a county if more than fifty percent of the 
population of the village as shown by the last federal decennial, 
or special census resides in that portion of the village located in 
that county. 

§ 6-202. Party nominations; villages. 1. Party nomina
tions of candidates for village offices in any county shall be made 
at a party caucus or at a primary election, as the rules of the 
county committee, heretofore or hereafter adopted consistent with 
the provisions of this chapter shall provide. If the rules of the 
county committee of any political party provide that party nom
inations for village offices of that party in any or all villages in 
the county shall be made at a village primary election, such primary 
election shall be held forty-nine days prior to the date of the 
viIlage election. In the event there is no village committee with 
a chairman, the chairman of the county committee, or such other 
person or body as the rules of such committee may provide, shall 
designate an enrolled member of the party who is a qualified voter 
of the village as the village election chairman. The chairman of 
the county committee of each party in which nominations in any 
village are made at a primary election shall file with the board of 
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elections, at least one week before the first day to file designating 
petitions for such primary elections, a list of the name and address 
of the chairman of the village committee or the village election 
chairman in each such village. Such village chairman shall have 
general party responsibility for the conduct of the village caucus 
or primary election. Such nominations shall be made not more 
than fifty-six, nor less than forty-nine days prior to the date of 
the village election. 

2. A notice of any village primary held for making party nom
inations of candidates for village offices to be filled at a village 
election shall be given by the proper party authorities by publi
cation at least once in each of the two weeks preceding the primary 
in at least one newspaper of general circulation within the village. 

3. A notice of any party caucus held for making party nomi
nations for village offices for village elections shall be given by 
the proper party authorities either by newspaper publication thereof 
once within the village at least one week and not more than two 
weeks preceding the caucus, or by posting such notice in six public 
places in the village at least ten days preceding the caucus. 

4. The notice shall specify the time and place or places, and 
the purpose of such caucus or primary, including the offices for 
which candidates will be nominated thereat. There shall be a 
chairman and a secretary and tellers for each such village primary 
or caucus, who shall be appointed by the appropriate party officials. 
No person shall participate in such primary or caucus who is not 
a resident of the village and an enrolled voter of the party con
ducting the primary or caucus. At any primary or caucus in which 
nominees are chosen by vote of the people in attendance, the 
person eligible and receiving the highest number of votes for an 
office shall be deemed nominated. Such village primary or caucus 
shall not be conducted at public expense. The board of elections 
shall furnish a list of enrolled voters to the chairman of the village 
caucus or primary. 

5. Any party nomination made at any such caucus or village 
primary shall be evidenced by the filing of a certificate of nom
ination with the board of elections. There shall be filed, together 
with such certificate, a list of enrolled members of the party who 
have participated in such caucus or primary. Such list shall be 
certified by the presiding officer or secretary of such caucus or 
primary. 

§ 6-204. Designating petition; form. 1. Party designations 
for elective village offices shall be made on a designating petition 
which shall be on white paper containing the signatures in ink of 
residents of the village who are registered to vote with the ap
propriate county board of elections at the time of signing and who 
are enrolled in such political party. The sheets of such a petition 
shall be numbered consecutively, beginning with number one, at 
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the foot of each sheet. A signer need not himself fill in the date, 
residence or election district. Each sheet of such petition must be 
in substantially the following form and shall contain all the in
formation required therein: 

PARTY DESIGNATING PETITION 
I, the undersigned do hereby state that I am a registered voter 

of the Village of . . . .. and a duly enrolled voter of the ....... . 
party and entitled to vote at the next primary election of such 
party, that my place of residence is truly stated opposite my 
signature hereto, and I hereby designate the following named 
persons as candidates for nomination of such party for the public 
offices to be voted for at the primary election to be held on the 
. . . . .. day of . . . . . .. 19 .... as hereinafter specified. 

Name of 
Candidate Public Office Term Residence 

I do hereby appoint (insert names and addresses of at least 
three persons, all of whom shall be enrolled voters of said party) 
as a committee to fill vacancies in accordance with the provisions 
of the election law. 

In witness whereof, I have hereunto set my hand, the day and 
year placed opposite my signature. 

Village Election 

Date Name Residence District 
(if any) 

I . . . . . . . . . . . . .. (name of witness) state: I am a duly qualified 
voter of the State of New York; and an enrolled voter of the 
. . . . . . . . . party and now reside in the . . . . . . . . . . election district 
of the Village of ......... County of ......... State of New 
York at .......... (residence address and post office address if 
not identical) therein. Each of the persons whose names are 
subscribed to this petition sheet containing ......... signatures, 
subscribed his name in my presence. 

I understand that this statement will be accepted for all purposes 
as the equivalent of an affidavit and, if it contains a material false 
statement, shall subject me to the same penalties as if I had been 
duly sworn. 

Date Signature of Witness 
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In lieu of the signed statement of a witness who is a duly 
qualified voter of the state qualified to sign the petition, the 
following statement signed by a notary public shall be accepted: 

On the dates above indicated before me personally came each 
of the voters whose signatures appear on this petition sheet con-
taining ........ (fill in number) signatures, who signed same in 
my presence and who, being by me duly sworn, each for himself, 
said that the foregoing statement made and subscribed by him, 
was true. 

Date (Signature and official title of 
officer administering oath) 

Page No ......... . 
2. Notwithstanding any other provision of law, the number of 

signatures required on a designating petition shall be five percent 
of the number of enrolled voters of the party residing in the village. 

§ 6-206. Independent nominations; petition, form. 
1. Independent nominations for elective village offices shall be 
made by a petition which shall be on white paper containing the 
signatures in ink of residents of the village who are registered 
with the appropriate county board of elections at the time of 
signing. The sheets of such a petition shall be numbered consec
utively beginning with number one at the foot of each sheet. A 
signer need not himself fill in the date, residence or election district. 
Each sheet of such petition must be in substantially the following 
form and shall contain all the information required therein: 

VILLAGE INDEPENDENT NOMINATING PETITION 

I, the undersigned, do hereby state that I am a registered voter 
of the Village of .......... , that my present place of residence 
is truly stated opposite my signature, and I do hereby nominate 
the following named person (or persons) as a candidate (or as 
candidates) for public office to be voted for at the election to be 
held on the ..... day of ...... , 19 ..... , and that I select the 
name .............. (fill in name) as the name of the independent 
body making the nomination (or nominations) and ..... (fill in 
emblem) as the emblem of such body. 

Name of 
Candidate Public Office Term Residence 

I do hereby appoint (insert names and addresses of at least 
three persons, all of whom shall be registered voters within such 
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village) as a committee to fill vacancies in accordance with the 
provisions of the election law. 

In witness whereof, I have signed this petition on the day and 
year stated before my signature. 

Date 

Village 
Election 
District 

Signature Residence (if any) 

STATEMENT OF WITNESS 

I, ............... state that I am a duly qualified voter and 
now reside at ............. (residence address, also post office 
address if not identical) in the ...... election district of the 
Village of ........... in the State of New York in the County 
of ......... Each of the voters whose names are subscribed to 
this petition sheet containing ........ (fill in number) signatures, 
subscribed his name in my presence. 

I understand that this statement will be accepted for all purposes 
as the equivalent of an affidavit and, if it contains a material false 
statement, shall subject me to the same penalties as if I had been 
duly sworn. 

Date Signature of Witness 
2. In lieu of the signed statement of a witness who is a duly 

qualified voter of the state qualified to sign the petition, the 
following statement signed by a notary public shall be accepted: 

On the dates above indicated before me personally came each 
of the voters whose signatures appear on this petition sheet con-
taining ......... (fill in number) signatures, who signed same in 
my presence and who, being by me duly sworn, each for himself, 
said that the foregoing statement made and subscribed by him, 
was true. 

Date (Signature and official title 
of officer administering oath) 

Page No ......... . 
3. The name selected for the independent body making the 

nomination shall be in the English language and shall not include 
the name or part of the name, or an abbreviation of the name or 
of part of the name, of a then existing party. The name and 
emblem shown upon such petition shall conform to the require
ments of this chapter, relating to party names and party emblems. 
If such a petition shall not show an emblem, or the petition shall 
fail to select a name for such independent body, the board of 
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elections shall select an emblem or name, or both to distinguish 
the candidates nominated thereby. 

4. An independent nominating petition for a village office must 
be signed by at least one hundred voters in villages containing a 
population of five thousand or more; by at least seventy-five voters 
in villages containing a population of three thousand and less than 
five thousand; and by at least fifty voters in villages containing a 
population of one thousand and less than three thousand; and in 
villages containing a population of less than one thousand by 
voters numbering at least five per centum of the number of voters 
at the last regular village election. For the purposes of this section, 
the population of a village shall be determined by the last federal 
decennial or local special population census federally supervised 
pursuant to section twenty of the general municipal law. 

§ 6-208. Petitions, qualifications of signers. Any village 
resident who is a registered voter of the village and, in the case 
of a designating petition, an enrolled member of the party filing 
the petition may sign an independent nominating petition or a 
designating petition providing that: (a) such signature was made 
not more than six weeks prior to the last day to file such petition; 
(b) he has not signed more than one petition designating or 
nominating a candidate for mayor or village justice. If he has 
signed more than one such petition, only the earliest signature for 
each such office shall be valid; (c) he has not signed more than 
one petition designating or nominating a candidate for each va
cancy which exists for the office of village trustee or village justice 
if the village has provided for two such justices. If he has signed 
more than one such petition for each such vacancy, only the earlier 
signatures shall be valid; or (d) he does not vote at a primary 
election or party caucus where a candidate was nominated for the 
same office for each such vacancy. 

§ 6-210. Petitions and certificates; place and times for 
filing_ 1. Petitions and certificates specified in this title shall be 
filed with the county board of elections. 

2. a. A certificate of party nomination for an office to be filled 
at the time of a general or special village election for offices shall 
be filed not earlier than fifty-four days nor later than forty-seven 
days preceding the election. 

b. A certificate of acceptance or declination of a party nomi
nation for an office to be filled at the time of a general or special 
village election shall be filed not later than forty-four days prior 
to such election. 

c. A certificate to fill a vacancy caused by declination of a party 
nomination for an office to be filled at the time of a general or 
special village election shall be filed not later than forty-one days 
prior to such election. . 
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d. Party designating petitions for a village primary election shall 
be filed not earlier than twenty-two days nor later than fifteen 
days prior to the primary election. Upon such a filing, the board 
of elections shall immediately notify the village election chairman 
of such party and the person or persons designated in such petition 
of the fact of such filing and that such petition may be inspected 
in its office. 

e. A written declination of a party designation must be filed 
within three days of the date of the filing of the designating 
petition. Upon the filing of such declination, the board of elections 
shall, within one day notify the committee to fill vacancies named 
in the petition. A certificate to fill the vacancy caused by a 
declination or any other reason must be filed within three days 
after the date of the notice to the committee to fill vacancies and 
shall have appended thereto the written consent of the person or 
persons designated. 

3. a. An independent nominating petition for an office to be 
filled at the time of a general or special village election shall be 
filed not earlier than thirty-five days nor later than twenty-eight 
days preceding the election. 

b. A certificate of acceptance or declination of an independent 
nomination for an office to be filled at the time of a general or 
special village election shall be filed not later than twenty-five 
days prior to such election. 

c. A certificate to fill a vacancy caused by a declination of an 
independent nomination for an office to be filled at the time of 
a general or special village election for offices shall be filed not 
later than twenty-two days prior to such election, and shall have 
appended thereto the written consent of the person or persons 
nominated. 

§ 6-212. Designations and nominations, objections. Writ
ten objections to a nominating or designating petition or to a 
certificate of nomination, certificate of acceptance, certificate of 
authorization, certificate of declination or certificate of substitution 
with respect to an office to be filled at a general or special village 
election may be filed not later than the day after the last day to 
file such petition or certificate, or the day after such petition or 
certificate is received by the board of elections if such petition or 
certificate is mailed within the time permitted by law, whichever 
is later. Written specifications of the grounds for such objections 
shall be so filed within two days thereafter. A failure to file such 
written specifications shall render the original objection null and 
void. Upon receipt of written specifications, the county board of 
elections shall immediately notify each candidate named in such 
petition or certificate and take all steps necessary and consistent 
with this chapter to render a determination on the questions raised 
in such objections and specifications. When a determination has 
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been made by the county board of elections that the petition is 
sufficient or insufficient, it shall immediately notify each candidate 
named in the petition or certificate, and, if such determination 
was made on objection, the objector. 
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ARTICLE 7 

ELECTION BALLOT 

Title I. Form of ballots. 
II. Voting machines. 

TITLE I 

FORM OF BALLOTS 

Section 7-100. Ballots; provision for. 

§ 7-102 

7-102. Ballots; placing names and ballot proposals 
thereon. 

7-104. Ballots; form of, voting machine. 
7 -lOS. Paper ballots; form of. 
7-10S. Ballots; form for elections. 
7-110. Ballots; form for ballot proposals. 
7-114. Ballots; form for primary election. 
7 -11S. Ballots; order of names on. 
7-11S. Ballots; facsimile and sample. 
7-120. Ballots; emergency use, to be furnished. 
7-121. Ballots which are counted by machine. 
7-122. Ballots; absentee voters. 
7-123. Ballots; military voters. 
7-124. Ballots for special federal voters. 
7-125. Ballots; special presidential voters. 
7 -12S. Ballots; pasters, use of. 
7 -12S. Ballots; inspection of. 
7-130. Ballots; examination by voters and instruction 

in use of voting machines. 

§ 7-100. Ballots; provision for. Ballots shall be provided 
for every election at which public or party officers are to be 
nominated or elected. 

§ 7-102. Ballot; placing names and ballot proposals 
thereon. 1. The names of all candidates and the form of sub
mission of all duly certified ballot proposals [except the names of 
candidates for an uncontested office or party position at a primary 
election 1 shall be printed upon the official ballot except that at a 
primary ekction, no ballot proposals or names of candidates for 
uncontested offices or party positions shall be printed upon the 
official ballot. 

2. In the event that two or more persons with identical names 
are designated as candidates for the same office or position at any 
primary election, a different number shall be included with the 
name of every candidate for such office or position on such ballot. 
Such number shall be in arabic numerals and shall be placed at 

[Matter in italics is new; matter in brackets [ ] is old law to be omitted.) 
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the beginning of each such candidate's name. The board of elections 
with which the certificates or petitions of designation for such 
candidates are filed shall determine such numbers by lot not later 
than ten days after the last day to file such certificates or petitions 
upon at least five days written notice by first class mail to each 
such candidate. Such notice shall also contain information con
cerning the provisions of subdivision four of this section and the 
deadlines for filing the information provided for in such subdivision 
four. 

3. a. In the event that a candidate in a primary election believes 
that the name of another candidate for the same office or position 
at such election is sufficiently similar to his so as to cause confusion 
among the voters, such candidate may, not later than five days 
after the last day to file the certificates or petitions of designation, 
file with the board of elections with which such certificates or 
petitions of designation are filed, a request that such board de
termine that such a sufficient similarity exists. 

b. The board of elections shall meet to hear arguments on, and 
make a determination with respect to such a request, not later 
than seven days after the last day to make such request, upon 
five days written notice by first class mail to every candidate for 
such office or position. Such notice shall also contain information 
concerning the provisions of subdivision four of this section and 
the deadlines for filing the information provided for in such sub
division four. 

c. If such board makes a determination that such a similarity 
exists, it shall forthwith assign a different number, which it shall 
determine by lot, to be included with the name of every candidate 
for such office or position on such ballot. Such number shall be 
in arabic numerals and shall be placed at the beginning of each 
such candidate's name. 

4. a. If such board assigns numbers to candidates' names pur
suant to the provisions of subdivision two or three of this section 
it shall also prepare for distribution at such election, a lea1let 
which contains biographical information on each such candidate, 
on one side of a single sheet of paper in the order of the numbers 
it has assigned to such candidates. If such lea1let is published in 
a second language in addition to English, the two language versions 
shall appear on opposite sides of the same sheet of paper. Such 
biographical information may not exceed one hundred words and 
may only include such candidate's name, address, present and past 
public offices held, present and past occupations and employers, 
other public service experience, educational background and organi
zational affiliations. 

b. Each candidate for an office or position for which such 
numbers are assigned may file with such board, not later than 
fourteen days after such determination, any or all of the infor
mation permitted by paragraph a of this subdivision in the form 
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in which such candidate wishes such information to appear in 
such leaflet. If such board determines that such filing does not 
comply with the requirements of this subdivision, it shall notify 
such candidate forthwith by first class mail. Such candidate may 
file revised information with such board not later than ten days 
after such notice was mailed. If a candidate does not make a filing 
within the times prescribed by this paragraph, the worda "no 
information supplied" shall appear next to his name on such leaflet. 

[Subd. 1 amended by cbep. 219. Law. of 1992. Takes effect December 1. 1992.) 

§ 7-104. Ballots; form of, voting machine. 1. All ballots 
shall be printed in black ink on clear, white material. of such 
uniform size and style as will fit the ballot frame, and in as plain, 
clear type as the space will reasonably permit. capitalizing only 
the first letters and initials of each name. 

2. The names of parties or independent bodies which contain 
more than fifteen letters may, whenever limitations of space so 
require, be printed on the ballot in an abbreviated form. In printing 
the names of candidates whose full names contain more than 
fifteen letters, only the surname must be printed in full. The officer 
or board charged with the duty of preparing the ballots shall 
request each such candidate to indicate, in writing, the shortened 
form in which, subject to this restriction, his name shall be printed. 
If no such indication is received from such candidate within the 
time specified in the request, such officer or board shall make the 
necessary determination. 

3. The face of the ballot shall be completely covered with a 
protective covering of smooth, hard, transparent material so that 
it shall be impossible to alter the face of the ballot without removing 
or breaking such covering. 

4. (a) The party emblem for each political party represented on 
the machine, and the party name or other designation, and a 
designating letter and number shall be affixed to the name of each 
candidate, or, in case of presidential electors, to the names of the 
candidates for president and vice·president of such party. 

(b) The titles of offices may be arranged horizontally, with the 
names of candidates for an office and the slot or device for write· 
in ballots for such office arranged vertically under the title of the 
office, or the titles of offices may be arranged vertically, with the 
names of candidates for an office and the slot or device for write· 
in ballots for such office arranged horizontally opposite the title 
of the office. 

(c) Each office shall occupy as many columns or rows on the 
machine as the number of candidates to be elected to that office. 

5. (a) The names of all candidates nominated by any party or 
independent body for an office shall always appear in the row or 
column containing generally the names of candidates nominated 
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by such party or independent body for other offices except as 
hereinafter provided. 

(b) When the same person has been nominated for an office to 
be filled at the election by more than one party, the voting machine 
shall be so adjusted that his name shall appear in each row or 
column containing generally the names of candidates for other 
offices nominated by any such party. 

(c) If such candidate has also been nominated by one or more 
independent bodies, his name shall appear only in each row or 
column containing generally the names of candidates for other 
offices nominated by any such party and the name and emblem 
of each such independent body shall appear in one such row or 
column to be designated by the candidate in a writing filed with 
the officer or board charged with the duty of providing ballots, or 
if such person shall fail to so designate, the names and emblems 
of such independent bodies shall appear in such row or column 
as such officer or board shall determine. 

(d) If any person shall be nominated for any office by one party 
and two or more independent bodies his name shall appear on 
the voting machine twice; once in the row or column containing 
generally the names of candidates for other offices nominated by 
such party, and once in the row or column containing generally 
the names of candidates nominated by the independent body 
designated by such person in a writing filed with the officer or 
board charged with the duty of providing ballots and in connection 
with the name of such person in such row or column shall appear 
the name and emblem of each independent body nominating him 
or, if such person shall fail to so designate, the name of such 
candidate and the names and emblems of such independent bodies 
shall appear in such row or column as such officer or board shall 
determine. 

(e) If any person is nominated for any office only by more than 
one independent bodies, his name shall appear but once upon the 
machine in one such row or column to be designated by the 
candidate in a writing filed with the officer or board charged with 
the duty of providing ballots, or if the candidate shall fail to so 
designate, in the place designated by the officer or board charged 
with the duty of providing ballots, and in connection with his 
name there shall appear the name and emblem of each independent 
body nominating him, but, where the capacity of the machine will 
permit, the name of such person shall not appear or be placed in 
a column or on a horizontal line with the names of persons 
nominated by a party for other offices. 

6. Notwithstanding the provisions of subdivision five of this 
section, the name of a person who is nominated for the office of 
governor, or state senator, or member of assembly, shall appear 

[Matter in italics is new.] 
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on the ballot labels of the machine as many times as there are 
parties or independent bodies nominating him, and there shall be 
a separate voting and registering device at each place in which 
such name shall appear. 

7. The machine shall be so adjusted that when levers or devices 
for voting, and slots or devices for write·in ballots, equal to the 
total number of persons to be elected to an office or position shall 
have been operated, all other such levers or devices for voting, 
and slots or devices for write-in ballots used in connection with 
that office or position shall be thereby locked. All levers or devices 
shall be locked in any space which does not contain the name of 
a candidate or a question to be voted on. 

8. If any type of machine used in any county or city contains 
any feature, the use of which is neither required nor prohibited 
by the provisions of this chapter, the board of elections may, by 
resolution, require that one or more of such features shall be used 
in such county. Thereafter all machines of such type used in such 
county or city shall be operated in conformity with any such 
resolution. Any such resolution may thereafter be rescinded by 
such board and after being so rescinded may be re-adopted. Once 
re-adopted by any board of elections, such a resolution may not 
be rescinded again by such board. 

9. The board of elections shall provide a card or printed slip 
to be placed in the card holder which shall have printed upon it 
in black ink for each party or independent row containing the 
names of candidates, the image of a closed fist with index finger 
extended pointing to the party or independent row. Inset within 
the image of the fist on a white space, in black letters as large 
as the space will permit, shall be printed the name of the party 
or independent body and at the right of the fist and below the 
index finger shall be printed in black ink the emblem and the 
designating letters of the row or column. 

10. With respect to candidates for the offices of governor and 
lieutenant governor of a party or independent body, ballots shall 
be printed so that the names of such candidates for both offices 
shall appear in the same row or column, with the name of the 
candidate for governor appearing first and the machine shall be 
so adjusted that both offices are voted for jointly and have but 
one designating letter or number. 

[Subd. 6 amended by chap. 79. Laws of 1992.) 

§ 7-106. Paper ballots; form of. 1. Paper ballots shall be 
printed on paper of a quality, size, color, and weight approved by 
the state board of elections. 

2. All paper ballots of the same kind for the same polling place 
shall be identical. A different, but in each case uniform style and 
size of type, shall be used for printing the names of candidates, 
the titles of offices, political designations, and the reading form 
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of all questions submitted. The names of candidates shall be printed 
in capitsi letters in black-faced type. 

3. Each ballot shall be printed on the same sheet with a stub 
which shall be separated therefrom by a horizontsi line of per
forations extending across the entire width of the ballot. On the 
face of the stub shall be printed the instructions to the voter. On 
the back of the stub immediately above the center of the indorse-
ment on the back of the ballot, shall be printed "No. ...... .. 
the blank to be filled with consecutive number of ballots beginning 
with "No. I", and increasing in regular numerical order. 

4. On the back of the ballot, below the line of perforations, just 
to the right of center, and outside when the ballot is folded, and 
on the front of the ballot, directly below the perforated line, shall 
be printed the following indorsement, the blanks properly filled 
in: 

Official Ballot for General Officers (or whatever the case may be) 
County of ....................... Assembly District (or ward 
and city or town) ................................. Election 
................................ District ................. . 

(Date of Election.) 
(Facsimile of the signature of officer or officers providing the 

ballot.) 
5. On the stub at the top of the ballot shall be printed in heavy 

black type the following instructions: 

INSTRUCTIONS 

(1) Mark only with a pen having blue or black ink or with 
a pencil having black lead. 

(2) To vote for a candidate whose name is printed on this 
ballot make a single cross X mark or a check v mark in one 
of the squares to the right of an emblem opposite his name. 

(3) To vote for a person whose name is not printed on this 
ballot write his name on a blank line under the names of the 
candidates for that office. 

(4) To vote yes or no on a proposal make a single X or 
... mark in the square opposite your vote. 

(5) Any other mark or writing, or any erasure made on this 
ballot outside the voting squares or blank spaces provided for 
voting will void this entire ballot. 

(6) If you tear, or deface, or wrongly mark this ballot, return 
it and obtain another. 

6. Each such ballot shall be printed in sections in which the 
candidates' names, emblems and political designations, the ballot 
proposals and other requisite matter shall each be boxed in by 
heavy black lines. On the ballot shall be voting squares in which 
voters may make their voting marks. All voting squares shall be 
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bounded by heavy black lines, the perpendicular lines to be not 
less than one-sixteenth of an inch wide. The voting squares and 
the spaces occupied by the emblem shall have a depth and width 
of five-sixteenths of an inch. No voting squares shall be provided 
in front of the blank spaces provided for a voter to write in a 
name. 

7. The space for the title of an office shall be three-eighths of 
an inch, and the name of a candidste or for writing in a name, 
one-fourth of an inch, in depth. At the left of the name of each 
designated candidste shall be an enclosed voting space, three
eighths of an inch in width and approximately one-fourth of an 
inch of depth, bounded above, below and to the right by black 
lines, heavier than those which separate the spaces containing the 
names of candidstes. To the left of voting spaces which do not 
adjoin a vertical line dividing two parts, there shall be a heavy 
black vertical line approximately one-eighth of an inch in width. 
No voting space shall be provided in the space for writing in 
names. In such case, the space corresponding to a voting space 
shall be all black. 

8. Below the names of the candidstes for each office or position 
there shall be printed as many blank spaces, for writing in names 
of persons for whom the voter desires to vote, as there are persons 
to be nominated or elected. 

9. In case the sections shall be so numerous as to make the 
ballot unwieldly if they are printed in one column, they may be 
printed in as many columns as shall be necessary, and in that 
case, in order to produce a rectangular ballot, blank sections may 
be used. 

10. The names of parties or independent bodies which contain 
more than fifteen letters may, whenever limitations of space so 
require, be printed on the ballot in an abbreviated form. In printing 
the names of candidstes whose full names contain more than 
fifteen letters, only the surname must be printed in full. The officer 
or board charged with the duty of preparing the ballots shall 
request each such candidste to indicate, in writing, the shortened 
form in which, subject to this restriction, his name shall be printed. 
If no such indication is received from such candidste within the 
time specified in the request, such officer or board shall make the 
necessary determination. No emblem shall occupy a space longer 
in any direction than the voting square to which it relates. 

§ 7-108. Ballots; form for elections. 1. Upon ballots for a 
general election, the offices shall be listed in the customary order. 

2. If two or more candidstes are nominated for the same office 
for different terms, the term for which each is nominated shall 
be printed as a part of the title of the office. 

3. In every instance where multiple casting of votes is permitted 
for two or more candidstes for the same office Or position, the 
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instruction on the ballot or machine shall read "Vote for any 
. . . . . . . .. ", (the blank space to be filled with the number of 
persons to be nominsted for the office or elected to the position). 

§ 7-110. Ballots; form for ballot proposals. Ballot pro
posals shall appear on the voting machine or ballot in a separate 
section. At the left of, or below or above, each proposal shall 
appear two voting levers or two voting squares, each at least one
half inch square. Next to the first lever or square shall be printed 
the word "Yes," and next to the second lever or square shall be 
printed the word "No." The proposals shall be numbered consec
utively on the voting machine or ballot. The number of each 
proposal shall appear in front of its designation as an amendment, 
proposition or question in the following form: "Proposal one, an 
amendment; proposal two, a proposition; proposal three, a ques
tion". 

§ 7-114. Ballots; form for primary election. 1. (a) The 
face of the official ballot for a primary election shall be divided 
into parts. Descriptive words to indicate the purpose of each part 
shall be printed at its head. Beginning at the left or top, the first 
part shall be entitled, and shall be for "Candidates for nomination 
for public office". The second part shall be entitled, and shall be 
for "Candidates for party positions." When necessary, a part may 
be divided into two or more columns or rows, but the names of 
all persons designated for the same office or party position shall 
be in the same column or row. 

(b) In each part shall be printed the titles of the offices or party 
positions, as the case may be, for which the part is to be used, 
and under each such title shall be printed the names of the 
designated candidates for the office or position. 

(c) Where a candidate for nomination for the same public office 
or for election to the same party position is designated by two or 
more petitions, his name shall be placed upon the ballot for the 
primary election but once as such a candidate. 

(d) The ballot shall not contain a space for voting for candidates 
for uncontested offices and positions, and no ballot shall be printed 
for a party whose primary is uncontested unless a petition for 
opportunity to ballot has been filed. 

2. (a) The paper ballot for a primary election shall conform to 
the form for paper ballots set forth in this article with respect to 
quality and weight of paper, perforated line, and number on the 
stub on the back of the ballot. 

(b) On the back of the paper ballot, on the stub, immediately 
below the number, shall be the name of the party. On the back 
of the ballot and below the stub, and immediately to the left of 
the center of the ballot, and on the front of the ballot, below the 
perforated line, shall be printed, in addition to the other infor-
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mation required for paper ballots, the name and emblem of the 
party and the words "Official primary ballot." 

(c) On the front of the stub, above the perforated line at the 
top of the paper ballot shall be printed the same instructions as 
on the general election ballot. 

(d) The parts of the paper ballot below such heavy black hor
izontal line shall be separated by a heavy black vertical line or 
lines, one-fourth of an inch in width. Descriptive words to indicate 
the purpose of each part shall be printed at its head, below the 
heavy black horizontal line. Immediately below such captions shall 
be printed two light parallel horizontal lines approximately one
sixteenth of an inch apart, extending across each part. 

(e) The names of candidates on paper ballots shall be numbered 
with arabic numerals printed in heavy faced type beginning with 
"one" for the first candidate named in the first part and continuing 
in numerical order to and including the last candidate named in 
the last part, except that where two or more candidates are to be 
elected to a party position, the names of candidates designated 
by each petition shall be grouped, and each group shall have but 
one number, which shall be printed opposite the approximate 
center of the group. 

(f) The number of candidate shall be printed on the paper ballot 
between the voting space and the name of the candidate. Each 
group shall have a bracket embracing the names in the group. 

(g) Spaces containing names of candidates and for writing in 
names, and intervening spaces on the paper ballot, shall be sep
arated by light horizontal lines. Names of candidates shall be 
printed in capital letters not less than one-eighth nor more than 
three-sixteenths of an inch in height. 

(h) The paper ballots of no two parties shall be the same color, 
and the state board of elections shall select the color for each new 
party, and not later than twelve weeks before a primary election, 
shall transmit to each board of elections a certificate stating the 
colors so selected. 

§ 7-116. Ballots; order of names on_ 1. In printing the 
names of candidates on the ballot, the candidate or candidates of 
the party which polled for its candidate for the office of governor 
at the last preceding election for such office the highest number 
of votes, shall be row or column A or one and the candidates of 
the other parties shall be placed on such ballot in descending order 
of such votes. 

2. The officer or board who or which prepares the ballot shall 
determine the order in which shall appear, below the names of 
party candidates the nominations made only by independent bod
ies. Such officer or board also shall determine the order in which 
shall be printed, in a section of such ballot the names of two or 
more candidates nominated by one party or independent body, for 
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an office to which two or more persons are to be elected; provided, 
however, that any such candidate may, by a writing filed with 
such board or officer not later than one week after the adjournment 
of the convention or one week after the primary election nomi
nating him, or otherwise not later than two days after the filing 
of the petition or certificate nominating him, demand that such 
order be determined by lot, and in that case such order shall be 
so determined, upon two days notice by mail given by such board 
of officer to each candidate for such office. The state board of 
elections shall perform the duties required by this subdivision in 
all cases affecting nominations filed in its office. 

3. The officer or board with whom or which are filed the 
designations for a public office or party position shall determine 
by lot, upon two days notice by mail given by such board or officer 
to each candidate for such office or position and to the committee, 
if any, named in the designating petition, the order in which shall 
be printed on the official primary ballot, under the title of the 
office or position, the names of candidates for public office, the 
names of candidates for a party position to which not more than 
one person is to be elected, and the groups of names of candidates 
for party position where two or more persons are to be elected 
thereto and any petition designates two or more persons therefor, 
provided, however, that whenever groups of names for more than 
one party position are designated by the same petition, the order 
in which they shall be printed on the official primary ballot shall 
be determined by a single lot. Candidates for delegate or delegates 
and alternate delegate or delegates to conventions designated by 
the same petition shall, for the purpose of this subdivision, be 
treated as one group. The names of candidates, if any, for a party 
position to which two or more persons are to be elected, who are 
designated by individual petitions and not in a group shall be 
printed below such group or groups, in such order between them
selves, as such officer or board shall determine by lot upon the 
notice specified in this subdivision. The names within a group of 
candidates designated for party position by one petition shall be 
printed in the same order in which they appear in the petition, 
unless they appear in a different order on different pages of the 
petition, in which case their order within the group shall be 
determined by such officer or board by lot upon the notice specified 
in this subdivision. Candidates for members of a state committee 
designated by a single petition shall, for the purposes of this 
subdivision, be treated as one group. However, the notice to a 
committee of the drawing need not be mailed to more than five 
members, if there be that many, and as to offices or party positions 
for which designating petitions are filed with the board of elections 
of the city of New York the notice shall be given to the committees 
only. 

4. If a vacancy in a designation or nomination be filled after 
the making, in the manner provided in this section, of a deter-
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mination of the order in which the names of candidates for the 
office or position are to be printed, the name of the candidate 
designated or nominated to fill such vacancy shall be printed in 
the place so determined for the original candidate. 

5. The titles of public offices shall appear on ballots for primary 
elections in the same consecutive order that they will appear on 
the general election ballot. The titles of the party positions shall 
appear in the following order: member of state committee, assembly 
district leader, associate assembly district leader, members of county 
committee in the City of New York, delegate or delegates to 
conventions, alternate delegate or delegates to conventions, and 
members of county committee in counties outside the City of New 
York. Where, pursuant to the rules of the county committee, the 
party position involved is that of assembly district leader or 
associate assembly district leader for a part of an assembly district, 
such part shall be so indicated in the title on the ballot. 

6. In the city of New York, the ballot on the voting machine 
for primary elections shall conform to the following additional 
provisions: 

The names of the candidates designated for such public office 
or party position in the primary of a party shall be placed under 
the title of the office or position in the alphabetical order of their 
surnames, in the first or lowest numbered assembly district and 
election district of any political unit or subdivision within a county. 
If candidates' surnames are identical, their given or first name 
shall determine their order. If the board of elections has assigned 
numbers to the candidates for an office Or position because of 
identical or similar names among such candidates, the names of 
such candidates shall be placed under the title of such office or 
position in the order of such numbers in such first Or lowest 
numbered district. Thereafter the names shall be rotated by election 
districts by transposing the first named candidate to the bottom 
of the order at each succeeding election district, so that each name 
shall appear first and in each other position in an equal number, 
as nearly as possible, of the election districts and except, further, 
that where two or more candidates are to be elected to the same 
party position, the names of candidates for such a position which 
appear on the same designating petition shall be grouped together 
on the ballot in the order in which their names appear on the 
designating petition and the group rotated alphabetically in relation 
to other groups or individual candidates according to the surname 
of the first person on the designating petition of such group. 
Groups of candidates for delegate and alternate delegate, and groups 
of candidates for male and female delegate and male and female 
alternate delegate to the same convention designated on the same 
petition shall be rotated together alphabetically in relation to other 
groups or individual candidates according to the surname of the 

[Matter in itaIica is new.] 
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first person listed on such designating petition in the group of 
candidates for whichever of such delegate or alternate delegate 
positions will appear first on the voting machine. If the rules of 
a party committee provide for equal representation of the sexes 
among the members of a state committee elected from each unit 
of representation, elections for male and female members of such 
a committee from a single unit of representation shall be conducted 
as elections for two different party positions. 

County committee candidates or groups of candidates shall be 
printed within the first election district of each assembly district 
or part thereof, according to the priority of filing of designating 
petitions and they shall then be rotated by election district by 
placing the candidate or group of candidates designated in the 
same petition as the candidate or group of candidates which was 
printed first in an election district at the bottom of the order in 
the next succeeding election district in which a candidate or group 
of candidates designated in such petition appears on the ballot. 

In cases where a name is added to or removed from the ballot 
by court order too late to make a complete adjustment to these 
requirements feasible, the name may be added at the bottom of 
the list of candidates in all election districts, or removed from the 
ballot in all election districts without changing the previously 
arranged order of other names and without invalidating the elec
tion. Any inadvertent error in the order of names discovered too 
late to correct the order of the names on the ballots concerned 
shall not invalidate an election. 

Except where a contest or candidate is removed from the ballot 
by court order too late to make complete compliance with this 
paragraph feasible, the title of each public office or party position 
and the names of the candidates for such office or position ap
pearing on any voting machine used for primary elections in the 
city of New York shall appear on such machine immediately 
adjacent to one another, either horizontally or vertically; and no 
blank spaces shall separate the names of candidates actually run
ning for an office or party position on such voting machine, and 
no blank spaces shall separate any two such offices or positions 
which appear on such voting machine in the same column or row. 

[Subd. 5 amended by chap. 279, Laws of 1992.] 

§ 7-118. Ballots; facsimile and sample. The board of elec
tions shall provide facsimile and sample ballots which shall be 
arranged in the form of a diagram showing such part of the face 
of the voting machine as shall be in use at that election. Such 
facsimile and sample ballots shall be either in full or reduced size 
and shall contain suitable illustrated directions for voting on the 
voting machine. Such facsimile ballots shall be mounted and dis
played for public inspection at each polling place during election 
day. Sample ballots may be mailed by the board of elections to 
each eligible voter at least three days before the election, or in 
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lieu thereof, a copy of such sample ballot may be published at 
least once within one week preceding the election in newspapers 
representing the major political parties. 

§ 7-120. Ballots; emergency use, to be furnished. 1. If 
any voting machine for use in any election shall become out of 
order during an election it shall, if possible, be repaired or another 
machine substituted as promptly as possible. In case such repair 
or substitution cannot be made, emergency ballots, printed or 
written, and of any suitable form, may be used for the taking of 
votes. 

2. If the official ballots for an election district shall not be 
delivered within the time necessary to open the polls, or shall be 
lost, destroyed or stolen, or if the supply of official ballots shall 
be exhausted before the polls are closed, the board of elections, 
or at its direction, the town or city clerk, or the election inspectors 
of such district, shall cause emergency ballots to be prepared, 
printed or written, as nearly in the form of the official ballots as 
practicable. The inspectors shall use the ballots so substituted in 
the same manner, as near as may be, as the official ballots. 

3. It shall be the duty of each board of elections to cause a 
sufficient number of emergency ballots to be placed at each polling 
place in which voting machines are used to be employed in the 
event the voting machines break down. At any time during the 
hour succeeding a breakdown, the inspectors of election may use 
such emergency ballots, and if such breakdown lasts more than 
one hour, such emergency ballots must be used. The sample ballots 
may be used for this purpose in full or reduced size. 

§ 7-121. Ballots which are counted by machine. A board 
of elections may provide, by resolution adopted at least two months 
before an election at which voting machines are used, that all 
ballots cast for such election, other than on the voting machines, 
shall be counted by a machine of a type approved by the state 
board of elections and that all ballots printed for use at such 
election may be printed and arranged in a manner which would 
permit them to be counted by such machine. 

§ 7-122. Ballots; absentee voters. 1. (a) Ballots for absen
tee voters shall be, as nearly as practicable, in the same form as 
those to be voted in the district on election day, if any, except 
that ballots for primary elections shall omit the party position of 
ward, town, city or county committee and except further that such 
ballots need not have a stub, and shall have the worda "Absentee 
Ballot", endorsed thereon. 

(b) The names of candidates upon the ballot shall be printed 
in appropriate sections, with titles of offices, section numbers, 
emblems, voting squares, names of parties and political organi-
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zations and blank spaces for writing in names of persons not 
printed on the ballot. 
Except as to the spacing, such ballot shall be printed wherever 
applicable substantially as follows: 
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(c) The indorsement shall be printed on the front of the ballot 
and may also be printed on the hack of the ballot just to the 
rigbt of center, and outside when the ballot is folded: 

Absentee Ballot for General (or Primary or Special) Election 
County of .................. (Date of Election.) (Facsimile of 
the signature of officer or officers providing the ballot.) 

(d) On the front of the ballot, shall be printed in heavy black 
type the following instructions: 

INSTRUCTIONS 

1. Mark in pen or pencil. 
2. To vote for a candidate whose name is printed on this ballot, 

make a single cross X mark or a single check '" mark in the 
voting square above the name of the candidate. 

3. To vote for a person whose name is not imprinted on this 
ballot write the name in the blank space which appears at the 
bottom of the column under the title of the office. 

4. To vote on a proposal make a cross X mark or a check '" 
mark in one of the squares contained in the box setting forth 
such proposal. 

5. Any other mark or writing, or any erasure made on this 
ballot outside the voting squares or blank spaces provided for 
voting will void this entire ballot. 

2. The following provisions shall apply to all absentee ballots 
prepared for counting by ballot counting machines and all other 
provisions of this chapter not inconsistent with this subdivision 
shall be applicable to such ballots. 

(a.) The party emblem need not be printed next to the name 
of each candidate. 

(b) The blank spaces provided for the voter to write in a name 
may be on the back of the ballot. 

(c) The ballot proposals may be on the back of the ballot, or 
on a separate ballot. 

(d) The election district, the ward or legislative district if any, 
the town or city and the assembly district (in New York city and 
Nassau county) shall be written, stamped or printed on the back 
of each such ballot. 

(e) If such ballot is a ballot which is marked with a writing 
instrument, the printed instructions to the voter shall read as 
follows: 

INSTRUCTIONS 

1. Mark only with the pencil supplied with this ballot. 
2. To vote for a candidate whose name is printed on this ballot, 

fill in the voting square above (or next to) the name of the 
candidate. 
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3. To vote for a person whose name is not printed on this 
ballot, write the name in the blank space (indicate where on ballot 
the write-in line appears) containing the title of the office. 

4. To vote on a proposal, fill in one of the squares contained 
in the hox setting forth such proposal. 

5. Any other mark or writing, or any erasure made on this 
ballot outside the voting squares, or blank spaces provided for 
voting will void this entire ballot. 

(0 If such ballot is a ballot in which holes are to be punched, 
the printed instructions to the voter shall read as follows: 

INSTRUCTIONS 

1. To vote for a candidate whose name is printed on this ballot, 
punch out the voting square (or circle) above (or next to) the 
name of the candidate. 

2. To vote for a person whose name is not printed on this 
ballot, write the name in the blank space (indicate where on ballot 
write-in line appears) containing the title of the office. 

3. To vote on a proposal, punch out one of the squares (or 
circles) contained in the box setting forth such proposal. 

4. Any other mark or writing, or any erasure made on this 
ballot outside the voting squares (or circles) or blank spaces pro
vided for voting will void this entire ballot. 

(g) Such instructions may be printed on the front or back of 
the ballot or on a separate sheet or card. If such instructions are 
not printed on the front of the ballot, there sball be printed on 
the ballot, in the largest size type for which there is room, the 
following legend: "See instructions on other side" or "See enclosed 
instructions", whichever is appropriate. 

(h) Such ballots which are to be counted by ballot counting 
machines may consist of two or more cards, which are divided 
into perforated sections which can be separated at the time of 
canvassing. 

3. The hoard of elections shall deliver to each voter, together 
with each ballot which is marked with a writing instrument, an 
instrument whose markings can be read by such machines and 
together with each ballot in which holes are punched, an instrument 
suitable for punching the necessary holes in such ballot. 

4. The determination of the appropriate county board of elec
tions as to the candidates duly designated or nominated for public 
office or party position whose name shall appear on the absentee 
ballot and as to ballot proposals to be voted on shall be made no 
later than the day after the state board of elections issues its 
certification of those candidates to be voted for at the general, 
special or primary election. The determinations of the state board 
of elections and the respective county boards of elections shall be 
final and conclusive with respect to such offices for which petitions 
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or certificates are required to be filed with such boards, as the 
case may be but nothing herein contained shall prevent a board 
of elections, or a court of competent jurisdiction from determining 
at a later date that any such certification, designation or nomi
nation is invalid and, in the event of such later determination, 
no vote cast for any such nominee by any voter shall be counted 
at the election. 

5. The board of elections shall furnish with each absentee ballot 
an envelope. On one side of the envelope shall be printed: 

OFFICIAL ABSENTEE BALLOT 
for 

GENERAL (OR PRIMARY OR SPECIAL) ELECTION, 
......... , 19 ... . 
Name of voter .......................................... . 
Residence (street and number if any) ...................... . 
City/or town of ............. (village, if any) ............. . 
County of ............................................... . 
Assembly district (only in New York City and county of Nassau) 

Ward ................................................... . 
Election District ......................................... . 
Party Enrollment (in case of primary election) .............. . 

6. The date of the election, name of the county, and name of 
a city, if there be a separate ballot for city voters, shall be printed, 
and the name of the voter, residence, number of the assembly 
district, if any, name of town, number of ward, if any, election 
district and party enrollment, if required, shall be either printed 
or written or stamped in by the board. 

7. There shall also be a place for two inspectors of opposite 
political parties to indicate, by placing their initials thereon, that 
they have checked and marked the voter's poll record. 

8. On the reverse side of such envelope shall be printed the 
following statement: 

STATEMENT OF ABSENTEE VOTER 

I do declare that I am a citizen of the United States, that I 
am duly registered in the election district shown on the reverse 
side of this envelope and I am qualified to vote in such district; 
that I will be unable to appear personally on the day of the election 
for which this ballot is voted at the polling place of the election 
district in which I am a qualified voter because of the reason 
given on my application heretofore submitted; that I have not 
qualified nor do I intend to vote elsewhere, that I have not 
committed any act nor am I under any impediment which denies 
me the right to vote. 
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I hereby declare that the foregoing is a true statement to the 
best of my knowledge and belief, and I understand that if I make 
any material false statement in the foregoing statement of absentee 
voter, I shall be guilty of a misdemeanor. 
Date ................ 19 ................................ . 

Signature or mark of voter 

Signature of Witness (required 
only if voter does not sign his 

own name) 

Address of Witness 
9. The envelope shall be gummed, ready for sealing, and shall 

have printed thereon, on the side opposite the statement, instruc
tions as to the duties of the voter after the marking of the ballot, 
which instructions shall include a specific direction stating when 
such envelope must be postmarked and when such envelope must 
reach the office of the board of elections in order to be canvassed. 

10. Each ballot envelope shall be enclosed in a second envelope 
. addressed to the board of elections and bearing a specific direction 
that if an application for absentee ballot is received with the ballot, 
such application must be completed by the voter and returned in 
such envelope together with the envelope containing the absentee 
ballot. Such second envelope shall be enclosed in a third envelope 
addressed to the absentee voter. The second and third envelopes 
shall have printed on the face thereof the words "Election Ma
terial-Please Expedite". 

§ 7-123. Ballots; military voters. 1. The state board of 
elections, after conferring with federal authorities, if any, autho
rized to act, shall prescribe the form and cause to be printed by 
the appropriate boards of elections or otherwise sufficient ballots 
for military voters to be used at the election, subject to the following 
limitations: 

2. The ballots for military voters shall be the same form as 
those to be voted by absentee voters in the election district of 
the military voter on election day. Any instructions that the state 
board of elections deems pertinent shall accompany such ballots 
but shall not be affixed thereto in any manner so as to leave any 
marks on such ballots not found on absentee ballots. 

3. Each ballot shall be furnished with a ballot envelope upon 
which shall be printed: 

BALLOT FOR MILITARY VOTER 
STATEMENT 

I do state (or affirm) that I am (MUST CHECK ONE) 
(a) in the actual military service of the State of New York, or of 
the United States ....................................... . 
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(b) the spouse .......................................... . 
(c) parent .............................................. . 
(d) child ............................................... . 
of a voter in the actual military service of the State of New York 
or of the United States, accompanying or being with such voter 
and a resident of the same election district; that I am a citizen 
of the United States; that on the date of the election for which 
this ballot is voted I will be at least eighteen years of age and 
immediately preceding said date will have been a resident of the 
county, city or village in which I offer my vote for thirty days, 
that I have not voted any other ballot for any candidate from any 
address other than hereinafter set forth; and that I have not 
committed any act, nor am I under any impediment which denies 
me the right to vote. 

My voting residence in the State of New York is: 
Street and Number, or RF.D. . ........................... . 
City, Village or Town .................................... . 
County ................................................. . 

I hereby declare, that the forgoing is a true statement to the 
best of my knowledge and belief, and I understand that if I make 
any material false statement in the foregoing statement of military 
voter, I shall be guilty of a misdemeanor. 

Date ....... 19 ..... . .......................... . 
Signature or mark of voter 

Signature of Witness (required 
only if voter does not sign his 

own name) 

Address of Witness 
4. On the reverse side of the ballot envelope containing the 

statement of military voter shall be printed: 

TO BE FILLED IN BY THE BOARD OF ELECTIONS: 

County of .............................................. . 
Name of voter .......................................... . 
Voting residence (street and number, if any) ............... . 
City (or town) of .......... Ward .................... . 
Assembly District ......... Election District ........... . 
Party Enrollment (in case of primary election) .............. . 
IMPORTANT TO MILITARY VOTER: Be sure to indicate in 
(a), (b), (c), or (d), whether you are a serviceman or the spouse, 
parent or child of a serviceman in the statement before you sign 
your name at the end of the statement. YOU MUST SIGN THE 
STATEMENT ON THE REVERSE SIDE OF THIS ENVE
LOPE. 
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4-a. The envelope shall be gummed, ready for sealing, and shall 
have printed thereon, on the side opposite the statement, instruc
tions as to the duties of the military voter after the marking of 
the ballot, which instructions shall include a specific direction 
stating that the envelope must be mailed to the appropriate board 
of elections and a specific direction stating when such envelope 
must be postmarked and when such envelope must reach such 
board of elections in order to be canvassed. Such envelope shall 
also include a direction that an application for military ballot 
should not be enclosed in such envelope. 

5. Such ballot envelope and military ballot shall be enclosed in 
a second envelope addressed to the appropriate board of elections, 
and bearing on it the words "Official Election Ballot-Via Air 
Mail", and a specific direction that if an application for a military 
ballot is received with such military ballot, such application must 
be completed by the military voter and returned in such envelope 
together with the envelope containing the military ballot. Such 
envelope shall provide lines in the upper left corner for the military 
voter to write his name and complete military address. 

6. The second envelope addressed to the appropriate board of 
elections and the envelope which contains the ballot shall be mailed 
to the military voter in a third envelope on which is printed the 
words "Official Election Ballot-Via Air Mail". 

§ 7-124. Ballots for special federal voters. 1. The ballots 
for special federal voters shall provide for voting for presidential 
and vice-presidential electors, United States senator, representative 
in congress, and delegates and alternate delegates to a national 
convention only and shall be in the form prescribed by this chapter 
for absentee ballots except that on either the front or the back 
of the ballot shall be printed or stamped the words "Official 
Ballot-Special Federal Voter", provided, however, that at any 
election at which special federal voters may vote for all the offices 
and positions on the ballot, no such separate ballot shall be printed 
and the ballot for special federal voters shall be the same as the 
ballot provided to absentee voters in such election. 

2. The board of elections shall furnish with each special federal 
ballot an envelope. On one side of the envelope shall be printed: 
OFFICIAL BALLOT, SPECIAL FEDERAL VOTERS, 

FOR .......... ELECTION .......... 19 ..... . 
Name of voter ........................................... . 
Residence from which vote is being cast: 

Street and number .................................. . 
City or town ....................................... . 
County ............................................ . 
Assembly District or Ward ........................... . 
Election District .................................... . 
Party Enrollment (in case of primary election) ......... . 
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The date of the election and the name of the county shall be 
printed, and the name of the voter, residence, name of town, 
number of ward or assembly district, if any, and election district 
shall be either printed or written or stamped in by the board. 

3. On the reverse side of such envelope shall be printed the 
following statement: 

STATEMENT OF SPECIAL FEDERAL VOTER 

I do declare I am a qualified special federal voter of said district; 
that I am not qualified and am not able to qualify to vote elsewhere 
than as set forth on the reverse side of this envelope; that I have 
not committed any act nor am I under any impediment which 
denies me the right to vote. 

I hereby declare that the foregoing is a true statement to the 
best of my knowledge and belief, and I understand that if I make 
any material false statement in the foregoing statement, I shall 
be guilty of a misdemeanor. 

Date ..... 19 ..... 
Signature or mark of voter 

Signature of witness (required 
only if voter does not sign his 

own name) 

Address of Witness 
4. The envelope shall be gummed, ready for sealing, and shall 

have printed thereon, on the side opposite the statement, instruc
tions as to the duties of the voter after the marking of the ballot, 
which instructions shall include a specific direction stating that 
the envelope must be delivered or mailed to the appropriate board 
of elections and a specific direction stating when such envelope 
must be delivered or postmarked and when such envelope, if so 
mailed, must reach such board of elections in order to be canvassed. 

5. Such envelope shall be enclosed in a second envelope bearing 
on it the address of the board of elections, the words "Official 
Election Balloting Material-Via Air Mail" and a specific direction 
that if an application for special federal ballot is received with 
the ballot, such application must be completed by the voter and 
returned in such envelope together with the envelope containing 
the special federal ballot. 

§ 7-125. Ballots, special presidential voters. 1. The bal
lots for special presidential voters shall provide for voting for 
presidential and vice presidential electors only and shall be in the 
form prescribed for absentee ballots, except that either on the 
front or the back they shall be endorsed with the words printed 
or stamped, "Official Ballot-Special Presidential Voter" and "Pres
idential Electors". 
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2. The board of elections shall furnish with each special pres
idential ballot an envelope. On one side of the envelope shall be 
printed: 
OFFICIAL BALLOT, SPECIAL PRESIDENTIAL VOTERS FOR 
GENERAL ELECTION, NOVEMBER ........ , 19 ... . 
Name of voter .......................................... . 
Residence from which vote is being cast: 

Street and number ................................ .. 
City or town ..................................... .. 
County ........................................... . 
Assembly District or Ward .......................... . 
Election District .................................. .. 

The date of the election and name of the county shall be printed, 
and the name of the voter, residence, name of the city or town, 
number of ward or assembly district, if any, and election district 
shall be printed, written or stamped in by the board. 

3. On the reverse side of such envelope shall be printed the 
following statement: 

STATEMENT OF SPECIAL PRESIDENTIAL VOTER 

I do declare I am a qualified special presidential voter of said 
district; that I am not qualified and am not able to qualify to 
vote elsewhere than as set forth on the reverse side of this envelope; 
that I am a citizen of the United States; that on the date of the 
election for which this ballot is voted, I will be at least eighteen 
years of age; and that I have not committed any act, nor am I 
under any impediment, which denies me the right to vote. 

I hereby declare that the foregoing is a true statement to the 
best of my knowledge and belief, and I understand that if I make 
any material faIse statement in the foregoing statement, I shall 
be guilty of a misdemeanor. 

Date ...... 19 ..... 
Signature or mark of voter 

Signature of witness (required 
only if voter does not sign his 

own name) 

Address of Witness 
4. The envelope shall be gummed, ready for sealing, and shall 

have printed thereon, on the side opposite the statement, instruc
tions as to the duties of the voter after the marking of the ballot, 
which instructions shall include a specific direction stating that 
the envelope must be delivered or mailed to the appropriate board 
of elections and a specific direction stating when such envelope 
must be delivered or postmarked and when such envelope, if'so 
mailed, must reach such board of elections in order to be canvassed. 
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5. Each ballot envelope shall be enclosed in a second envelope 
addressed to the board of elections and bearing a specific direction 
that if an application for special presidential ballot is received 
with the ballot, such application must be completed by the voter 
and returned in such envelope together with the envelope con
taining the special presidential ballot. Such second envelope shall 
be enclosed in a third envelope addressed to the special presidential 
voter. The second and third envelopes shall have printed on the 
face thereof the words "Election Material-Please Expedite". 

§ 7-126. Ballots; pasters, use of. 1. If a certificate of des
ignation or nomination to fill a vacancy shall lawfully be filed 
with the board or officer required to furnish official ballots, or the 
board of elections shall receive from the state board of elections 
a notification of a new designation or nomination to fill a vacancy, 
after the official ballots have been printed, and before the election, 
the board or officer providing the official ballots shall prepare and 
furnish to the inspectors of election in each election district 
affected, adhesive pasters containing the name of the new candidate 
designated or nominated, with directions for the proper use thereof. 

2. Each paster shall be of plain paper of the same color as the 
official ballot to which it is being affixed, printed in plain black 
ink and in the same kind of type used in printing the names of 
the candidates upon the official ballots, and shall be of a size as 
large as and no larger than the space occupied upon the official 
ballot by the name of the candidate in whose place the candidate 
named upon the paster has been designated or nominated. 

3. Whenever such pasters are provided, the board or officer 
furnishing them shall certify to the inspectors of election in the 
election districts affected by the vacancy the name of the person 
originally designated or nominated, the name of the person des
ignated in the new certificate, the title of the office or party 
position for which the designation or nomination is made, the 
name of the political party to which the committee making the 
designation or nomination belongs, and shall state the number of 
pasters furnished, which number shall be equal to the number of 
official ballots furnished for each such district. 

4. The inspectors or clerks shall affix one of such pasters, in 
the proper place and manner, upon each official ballot before the 
ballot is delivered to the voter. 

§ 7-128. Ballots; inspection of. 1. Each officer or board 
charged with the duty of providing official ballots for an election 
shall have sample ballots open to public inspection five days before 
the election for which they were prepared and the official ballots 
open to such inspection four days before such election except that 
the sample and official ballots for a village election held at a 
different time from a general election shall be open to public 
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inspection at least two days before such election. During the times 
within which the ballots are open for inspection, such officer or 
board shall deliver to each voter applying therefor a sample of the 
ballot which he is entitled to vote. 

2. Each officer or board charged with the duty of preparing 
ballots to be used on voting machines in any election shall give 
written notice, by first class mail, to all candidates, except can
didates for member of the county committee, who are lawfully 
entitled to have their names appear thereon, of the time when, 
and the place where, they may inspect the voting machines to be 
used for such election. The candidates or their designated repre
sentatives may appear at the time and place specified in such 
notice to inspect such machines, provided, however, that the time 
so specified shall be not less than two days prior to the date of 
the election. 

A candidate, whose name appears on the ballot for an election 
district or his designated representative, may, in the presence of 
the election officer attending the voting machine, inspect the face 
of the machine to see that his ballot label is in its proper place, 
but at no time during the inspection shall the booth be closed. 

§ 7-130. Ballots; examination by voters and instruction 
in use of voting machines. One or more voting machines which 
shall contain the ballot labels, showing the party emblems and 
title of officers to be voted for, and which shall so far as practicable 
contain the names of the candidates to be voted for, shall be 
placed on public exhibition in some suitable place by the board 
of elections, in charge of competent instructors, for at least three 
days during the thirty days next preceding an election. No voting 
machine which is to be assigned for use in an election shall be 
used for such purpose after having been prepared and sealed for 
the election. During such public exhibition, the counting mecha
nism of the machine shall be concealed from view and the doors 
may be temporarily opened only when authorized by the board or 
official having charge and control of the election. Any voter shall 
be allowed to examine such machine, and upon request shall be 
instructed in its use. 

Section 7-200. 
7-201. 

7-202. 
7-203. 
7-204. 
7-205. 

TITLE II 

VOTING MACHINES 

Adoption and use of voting machine. 
Voting and ballot counting machines; ex-

amination of. 
Voting machines; requirements of. 
Voting machines; requirement of use. 
Contracts for purchase of voting machines. 
Voting machines; use of at primaries. 
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7-206. 

7-207. 

ELECTION BALLOT § 7-200 

Testing of voting and ballot counting ma
chines. 

Voting and ballot counting machines; 
preparation of, party representatives. 

§ 7-200. Adoption and use of voting machine_ 1. The board 
of elections of the city of New York and the local legislative 
governing body of each other city and of each town shall, and the 
board of trustees of any village may adopt any kind of voting 
machine approved by the state board of elections, or the use of 
which has been specifically authorized by law; and thereupon such 
voting machine may be used at any or all elections and shall be 
used at all general or special elections held in such city, town or 
village and in every contested primary election in the city of New 
York and in every contested primary election outside the city of 
New York in which there are one thousand or more enrolled voters 
qualified to vote except in a town or city in which the voting 
machines owned by such town or city do not permit the primary 
of more than one party on a single voting machine for voting, 
registering and counting votes cast at such elections. 

2. No city or town may purchase any voting machine of a type 
approved by the state board of elections after September first, 
nineteen hundred eighty-six unless such type of voting machine 
has been approved for use in that county by the county board of 
elections. No more than two types of voting machines may be 
used in any city, town or village at a single election. If a voting 
machine of a type approved by the state board of elections after 
September first, nineteen hundred eighty-six is used at an election 
in any election district, no machine of a type approved for use 
by the state board of elections before September first, nineteen 
hundred eighty-six may be used in such election district at any 
subsequent election. Notwithstanding the other provisions of this 
subdivision, any county, city or town may borrow or lease for use 
on an experimental basis for a period of not more than one year 
each, machines of any type approved by the state board of elections 
after September first, nineteen hundred eighty-six. 

3. For five years after any voting machine of a type approved 
by the state board of elections after September first, nineteen 
hundred eighty-six is first used in any election district, the city 
or town which purchased such machine shall provide a model of 
such voting machine for each polling place in which any such 
election district is located. Such models shall meet the standards 
set forth in regulations promulgated by the state board of elections. 

4. Whenever there are more offices to be elected than can be 
accommodated on the voting machine or more candidates have 
been nominated for an office than can be accommodated on the 
voting machine, the board of elections may provide for the use of 
separate paper ballots for such offices, when other offices are voted 
for on voting machines by voters of the same election district. 
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§ 7-201. Voting machines and ballot counting; examina
tion of. 1. Any person or corporation owning or being interested 
in any voting or ballot counting machine may apply to have the 
state board of elections examine such machine. Such applicant 
shall pay to the board before the examination a fee equal to the 
cost of such examination. or forty thousand dollars. whichever is 
less. The state board of elections shall cause the machine to be 
examined and a report of the examination to be made and filed 
in the office of the board. Such examination shall include a 
thorough review and testing of any electronic or computerized 
features of the machine. Such report shall state an opinion as to 
whether the kind of machine so examined can safely and properly 
be used by voters and boards of elections at elections. under the 
conditions prescribed in this article. If the report states that the 
machine can be so used. and the board after its own examination 
so determines. the machine shall be deemed approved. and ma
chines of its kind may be adopted for use at elections as herein 
provided. The voting or ballot counting machine shall be examined 
by examiners or testing laboratories to be selected for such purpose 
by the board. Each examiner or laboratory shall receive compen
sation and expenses for making an examination and report as to 
each voting or ballot counting machine examined by him or it. 
Neither any member of the state board of elections nor any 
examiner or owner or employee of any testing laboratory. shall 
have any pecuniary interest in any voting or ballot counting 
machine. Any form of voting or ballot counting machine not so 
approved. cannot be used at any election. 

2. When any change is made in the operation or material of 
any feature or component of any machine which has been approved 
pursuant to the provisions of this section. such machine must be 
submitted for such re-examination and reapproval pursuant to the 
provisions of subdivision one of this section as the state board of 
elections deems necessary. 

3. If at any time after any machine has been approved pursuant 
to the provisions of subdivision one or two of this section. the 
state board of elections has any reason to believe that such machine 
does not meet all the requirements for voting machines set forth 
in this article. it shall forthwith cause such machine to be examined 
again in the manner prescribed by subdivision one of this section. 
If the opinions in the report of such examinations do not state 
that such machine can safely and properly be used by voters at 
elections under the conditions prescribed by this article. the state 
board of elections shall forthwith rescind its approval of such 
machine. After the date on which the approval of any machine 
is rescinded. no machines of such type may be purchased for use 
in this state. The state board of elections shall examine all machines 
of such type which were previously purchased. to determine if 
they may continue to be used in elections in this state. 
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4. The state board of elections may authorize, for use on an 
experimental basis, one or more types of voting equipment not 
previously approved by such board pursuant to the provisions of 
this section and may authorize a county board of elections or a 
city, town or village to rent or borrow a limited number of one 
such type of equipment for use in a primary, special, general or 
village election. Authorization for such use of such a machine may 
be given for all or part of any city, town or village for any such 
election. 

5. The board shall deposit all fees collected pursuant to the 
provisions of subdivision one of this section to the credit of the 
voting and ballot counting machine examination fund established 
pursuant to section ninety-two-p of the state finance law. 

§ 7-202. Voting machine; requirements of. 1. A voting 
machine to be approved by the state board of elections must be 
constructed so as to allow for voting for all candidates who may 
be nominated and on all ballot proposals which may be submitted 
and, except for elections at which the number of parties and 
independent bodies on the ballot exceeds the number of rows or 
columns available, so that the amount of space between the names 
of any two candidates of any party or independent body in any 
row or column of such machine at any election is no greater than 
the amount of space between the names of any other candidates 
of such party or independent body at such election. It also must 
permit a voter to vote for any person for any office, whether or 
not nominated as a candidate by any party or independent body 
without the ballot, or any part thereof, being removed from the 
machine at any time. The machine must permit voting in absolute 
secrecy. It also must be constructed so that a voter cannot vote 
for a candidate or on a ballot proposal for whom or on which he 
is not lawfully entitled to vote. It also must be so constructed as 
to prevent voting for more than one person for the same office, 
except where a voter is lawfully entitled to vote for more than 
one person for that office, and it must afford him an opportunity 
to vote for as many persons for that office as he is by law entitled 
to vote for and no more, while at the same time preventing his 
voting for the same person twice. It must be provided with a 
"protective counter" which records the number of times the ma
chine has been operated since it was built and a "public counter" 
which recorda the number of persons who have voted on the 
machine at each separate election. It must be provided with a 
lock or locks, or other device or devices, the use of which, im
mediately after the polls are closed or the operation of the machine 
for such election is completed, will absolutely prevent any move
ment of the voting or registering mechanism or the recording of 
any additional votes. It must be provided with sufficient space to 
display the information required herein. It may also be provided 
with a device for printing or photographing all counters or numbers 
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recorded by the machine before the polls open and after the polls 
close. Every voting machine shall be furnished with illumination 
sufficient to enable voters while in the booth to read the ballot 
labels, and suitable for the use of election officers in examining 
the counters. All voting machines shall be provided with a screen 
and hood or curtain which shall be so made and adjusted as to 
completely conceal the voter and his action while voting. 

2. After September first, nineteen hundred eighty-six any voting 
machine approved by the state board of elections must be con
structed so as to allow voting by persons in wheelchairs. The 
protective counters and public counters on all such machines must 
be located so that they will be visible to the inspectors and watchers 
at all times while the polls are open. Any test mechanism used 
to test or demonstrate the operation of such a machine must be 
designed so that it cannot be operated on the day of an election. 
Such machines shall contain an audible or visual device which 
enables all the election inspectors and poll watchers at such election 
district to determine when the voting machine has been activated 
for voting and when the voter has completed casting his vote. 
Such machines shall permit the primaries of at least two parties 
to be held on such machine at a single election. 

3. Voting machines may include a visual device which enables 
the election inspectors and poll watchers to determine, in a primary 
election, the party in which the voter using the machine is casting 
his vote. 

4. Voting machines may contain visual devices which inform 
the voter of candidates and ballot proposals for which he has 
voted and inform him of the contesta in which he has not yet 
voted. 

5. The state board of elections shall, by regulation, establish 
standards for acceptable noise levels for operating features of voting 
machines and standards for the length and thickness of the curtains 
on voting machines. 

§ 7-203. Voting machines; requirement of use. 1. The lo
cal legislative governing body of every city or town, as the case 
may be, shall provide a sufficient number of voting machines to 
fully equip all election districts therein. 

2. At every general election except a general election in the city 
of New York in a year in which there is no election for electors 
of president and vice-president of the United States or governor 
of the state or mayor of such city, any election district which, at 
the time of such election, contains more than eight hundred voters 
shall have two voting machines. 

3. In the event that such local legislative body shall not agree 
upon and execute a contract or contracts for the purchase of the 
necessary voting machines, such contract or contracts shall be 
awarded, made and executed by the state board of elections on 
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approval of the attorney general as to form. The expense of making 
and entering into such contracts, including the preparation and 
printing of specifications, and also all payments for voting machines 
to be made thereunder, shall be chargeable to the city or town, 
as the case may be and it shall be the duty of the comptroller or 
other chief fiscal officer of the city or town to pay the same upon 
the certificate of the local board, body or officer making such 
contract, or upon the certificate of the state board of elections in 
the event that such contract be made by it. No provision of any 
charter or other law or ordinance governing the purchase of pat
ented articles shall be deemed to apply to the purchase of voting 
machines pursuant to the provisions of this section. 

4. The board of elections may purchase voting machines for use 
in demonstration and as extra machines within the county. Such 
machines shall be in the custody and control of the county board 
of elections. 

§ 7-204. Contracts for purchase of voting ma
chines. 1. All contracts for purchase of voting machines of types 
approved by the state board of elections after September first, 
nineteen hundred eighty-six shall include, but not be limited to, 
requirements that the vendors provide assistance in training board 
of elections personnel in the operation of such machines and any 
ancillary equipment, assistance in the conduct of all elections 
conducted during the first year in which each such machine is 
used and at least five years of service for all such machines and 
ancillary equipment. 

2. All such contracts shall also require the vendor to guarantee 
in writing to keep such machines in good working order for at 
least five years without additional cost and to perform satisfactorily 
its training and service obligations under the contract and to give 
a sufficient bond conditioned to that effect. 

3. The state board of elections shall issue regulations specifying 
the manner in which contracts must be drawn in order to comply 
with the provisions of this section. 

4. Purchase contracts for purchase of voting machines of types 
approved by the state board of elections after September first, 
nineteen hundred eighty-six may not become effective until a date 
at least ten days after copies of such contracts are received by 
the state board of elections unless, within such ten day period, 
such board of elections notifies the political subdivision which 
submitted such contract that such contract does not meet re
quirements of this chapter or the regulations of the state board 
of elections. 

§ 7-205. Voting machines; use of at primaries. 1. The 
board of elections of any county outside the city of New York 
may adopt, and shall adopt when required by local law in any 
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city or by action of the county legislative body in any county, the 
use of voting machines for contested primary elections in any or 
all parts of such city or county for any office or position for which 
such board is not required to use such machines. Wherever voting 
machines are used for primary elections, the board of elections 
having jurisdiction over elections in the city, county or town 
concerned shall issue directions for such use for each primary 
election which shall be in conformity with the provisions of this 
section and of all other applicable provisions of this chapter and 
which shall be binding on all election officials in the area involved. 

2. Additional voting machines may be acquired for this purpose. 
If the voting machines used are equipped with a mechanism by 
which a voter of one party may be permitted to vote for any 
candidate of his own party but prevented from voting for any 
candidates of other parties, the same machines may be used for 
the primaries of all parties or of more than one party. In the use 
of such a machine an inspector assigned for the purpose by the 
board of inspectors shall set the machine before each voter enters 
the voting booth so that it can be operated only for candidates 
of the party in which the voter is enrolled. If the face of a single 
machine will not hold the candidates of all parties, two or more 
machines may be used in a single election district, but all the 
candidates of anyone party for whose primary contests voting 
machines are used must appear on the same machine except as 
provided in subdivision five of this section. 

3. If the voting machines are not thus adapted to use for the 
primary contests of more than one party on the same machine, 
a separate voting machine shall be provided for the primary 
contests of each party for which such voting machines are used. 
Voting machines of both types may be used in the same primary 
election in different election districts or in the same election district 
for different parties. 

4. Wherever voting machines are used for primary elections, 
they shall be used in accordance with the following provisions of 
this section for all primary contests so far as the available supply 
of voting machines will permit, except that the use of voting 
machines in all contested primary elections in the city of New 
York shall be mandatory except as provided in subdivision five. 
Outside the city of New York, if the available supply of voting 
machines is insufficient to contain all primary contests, paper 
ballots shall be used insofar as necessary. If there are not enough 
voting machines to cover all election districts for all parties therein, 
preference shall be given in the use of machines, first to contests 
for nomination for public office over contests for election to party 
position and, second to the contests which are held in the greatest 
numbers of election districts. If a voting machine used for a party 
in a particular election district will not accommodate all the 
candidates of the party therein, as many as possible of the contests 
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of such party shall be carried on the voting machine subject to 
the following priorities: first to contests for nomination for public 
office, and second to offices voted for in such party in the most 
election districts. Subject to these requirements, the board of 
elections of any county outside the city of New York shall designate 
which election districts and which parties therein shall use voting 
machines for primary contests, and which contests shall appear 
on a voting machine when the machine will not accommodate all 
the contests of a party. 

5. To provide an opportunity for voting for offices Or party 
positions for which more candidates have been designated than 
can be accommodated on the voting machines, the board of elec
tions may provide for the use of a separate paper ballot for such 
offices and positions when other offices and positions are voted 
for on voting machines by voters of the same party. 

6. When voting machines are used for primary elections the 
provisions of the other sections of this article shall be observed 
80 far as applicable, except that the provisions for party rows or 
columns and the use of party names and emblems for each in
dividua� candidate shall be disregarded. When primary candidates 
of more than one party appear on the same voting machine, the 
candidates of each party shall appear together on one part of the 
machine distinctly and prominently separated from the part or 
parts used for candidates of other parties and prominently labeled 
with the name of the party. When a voting machine is used for 
the primary candidates of one party only, the machine shall be 
prominently labeled with the name of that party. 

7. The state board of elections shall have power to issue sup
plementary instructions for the use of voting machines in primary 
elections in accordance with the provisions of this section. Subject 
to such instructions and to the provisions of this section the board 
of elections shall have power to make all necessary or desirable 
provisions for such use. 

§ 7-206. Testing of voting and ballot counting ma
chines. 1. The state board of elections shall test every voting 
machine of a type approved after September first, nineteen hundred 
eighty-six and every ballot counting machine to insure that each 
such machine functions properly before such machines may be 
used in any election in this state. 

2. Such testing shall include, but not be limited to, a verification 
of the authenticity and integrity of the resident vote tabulation 
programming in open, encrypted, compiled, assembled, or any other 
form, in each voting machine of such types, by comparison of 
such resident vote tabulation programming with the programming 
which was in the machine of such type which was approved for 
use in this state and the recording of at least eight hundred votes 
on each such voting machine and a sufficient number of votes on 
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each such ballot counting machine, by a method which may be 
mechanical or electronic, to determine if such machine accurately 
records such votes. 

3. At least annually, the board of elections of each county in 
which any such voting and ballot counting machines are in use 
shall test each such machine in a manner prescribed by the state 
board of elections under conditions supervised by such state board. 
Such tests shall include, but not be limited to the tests required 
by subdivision two of this section. 

§ 7-207. Voting and ballot counting machines; prepa
ration of, party representatives. 1. It shall be the duty of the 
board of elections to cause the proper ballot labels to be prepared 
and placed on those voting machines which require ballot labels, 
to cause the machines and any removable electronic or comput· 
erized devices which operate such machines or record the vote 
thereon to be placed in proper order for voting, to examine all 
voting machines and all such electronic or computerized devices 
before they are sent out to the different polling places, to see that 
all the registering counters are set at zero, to cause a printed 
record of all the ballot label programming data, for each election, 
which is entered into each voting machine of a type approved 
after September first, nineteen hundred eighty·six, or which is 
entered into any removable electronic or computerized device which 
operates such machine or records the vote thereon, to be produced 
directly from the device on which such ballot label programming 
data was entered and to lock all voting machines so that the 
counting machinery can not be operated and to seal each one with 
a numbered seal. 

2. (a) Before preparing or programming the voting and ballot 
counting machines and any removable electronic or computerized 
devices which operate such machines or record the vote thereon 
for any election, written notices shall be mailed to the chairman 
of the county committees of the major political parties, stating 
the times when and place or places where the machines and devices 
will be prepared or programmed; at which times and place or 
places, one representative of each of such political parties, certified 
by the respective chairmen of the county committees of such 
parties, shall be entitled to be present and see that the machines 
and devices are properly prepared and placed in proper condition 
and order for use at the election. The party representatives shall 
take the constitutional oath of office, which shall be filed in the 
office of the board of elections. 

(b) It shall be the duty of such party representatives to be 
present at the preparation of the voting machines for election and 
see that the machines are properly prepared and that all registering 
counters are set at zero by examining such counters or by examining 
the printed or photographic record produced by such voting mao 
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chine or by examining the printed record of the ballot label 
programming data on such machine. When the machines have 
been prepared for election, it shall be the duty of the custodian 
or custodians of voting machines and party representatives, to 
make a certificate in writing which shall be filed in the office of 
the board of elections, stating the number of machines, whether 
or not all the machines are set at zero, the number registered on 
the protective counter, and the number on the seal with which 
the machine is sealed. 

3. No custodian or other employee of the board of elections 
shall in any way prevent free access to and examination of all 
voting machines that are to be used at the election, by the duly 
appointed party representatives. The board of elections and its 
employees shall afford the party representatives every facility for 
the examination of all voting machines and devices and the reg
istering counters, the printed or photographic record of the counters 
or the printed record of the ballot label programming data on such 
machines, if any, the protective counters and the public counters 
of each and every voting machine. All such printed or photographic 
records shall be public records at the offices of the boards of 
elections. 

4. It shall be the duty of the board or officer charged by law 
with the duty of equipping the polling places to cause the voting 
machine or machines, prepared as above provided to be delivered 
at each of the respective polling places in which they are to be 
used, at least one hour before the time set for the opening of the 
polls. After the machine has been delivered, it shall be set up in 
the proper manner for use at the election, and it shall be the duty 
of the local authorities to provide ample protection against tamp
ering with the machines. 

5. The party representatives shall be paid for their services an 
amount that shall be fixed by the board of elections, such amount 
shall, however, be approved by the governing body ~f the munic
ipality wherein said machines are used and paid by such munic
ipality. 
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ARTICLE 8 

CONDUCT OF ELECTIONS 

Title I. Polling places. 
II. Election inspectors. 

III. Casting the ballot. 
IV. Absentee voting. 
V. Challenging voters. 

TITLE I 

POLLING PLACES 

Section 8-100. Elections; dates of and hours for voting. 
8-102. Polls; opening of. 
8-104. Polls. 

Art. 8 

8-106. Polling places; attendance for educational pur
poses. 

§ 8-100. Elections; dates of and hours for voting. 1. (a) A 
primary election, to be known as the fall primary, shall be held 
on the first Tuesday after the second Monday in September before 
every general election unless otherwise changed by an act of the 
legislature. In each year in which electors of president and vice 
president of the United States are to be elected an additional 
primary election, to be known as the spring primary, shall be held 
on the first Tuesday in April unless otherwise changed by an act 
of the legislature, for the purpose of electing delegates to the 
national convention, members of state and county committees and 
assembly district leaders and associate assembly district leaders. 

(b) In the event a run-off primary election is required in the 
city of New York, it shall be held on the second Tuesday next 
succeeding the date on which the initial primary election was held. 

(c) The general election shall be held annually on the Tuesday 
next succeeding the first Monday in November. 

2. Polls shall be open for voting during the following hours: a 
primary election from twelve o'clock noon until nine o'clock in 
the evening, except in the city of New York and the counties of 
Nassau, Suffolk, Westchester, Rockland, Orange, Ulster and Erie, 
and in such city or counties from six o'clock in the morning until 
nine o'clock in the evening; the general election from six o'clock 
in the morning until nine o'clock in the evening; a special election 
called by the governor pursuant to the public officers law, and, 
except as otherwise provided by law, every other election, from 
six o'clock in the morning until nine o'clock in the evening. 

3. In any election district in which a primary of any party is 
uncontested, no primary of such party shall be held. In any election 
district in which the primaries of all parties are uncontested on 
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the day of any primary election, no primaries shall be held on 
such day and the polling place shall not be opened for voting. 

4. No primary, special or general election for any state or local 
office or for the election of officers of any corporation which is 
funded in whole or in part by federal, state or municipal moneys 
shall be held on a Saturday or Sunday. 

§ 8-102. Polls; opening of. 1. The inspectors of election, 
and clerks, if any, shall meet at the polling place at least one-half 
hour before the time set for opening the polls of election. The 
inspectors of election shall: 

(a) See that the American flag is displayed. 
(h) Cause the facsimile ballots to be posted conspicuously within 

the polling place. 
(c) Cause the distance markers to be placed at a distance of 

one hundred feet from the polling place. 
(d) Establish a guard-rail by delineating and marking out the 

voting area by a suitable means. The voting machine, ballots and 
all equipment shall be kept within such guard-rail. 

(e) Place the books, ballots and sample ballots, blanks, stationery 
and supplies so that they will be ready and convenient for use. 

(I) Affix or attach to their clothing and cause the clerks, if any, 
to affix or attach to their clothing the proper identification buttons, 
badges or emblems issued by the board of elections pursuant to 
the provisions of this chapter. The inspectors and clerks shall 
wear no other buttons, badges or emblems which are similar in 
design. 

(g) See that the voting booths are supplied with pencils having 
black lead only. 

(h) Unlock the ballot boxes, see that they are empty, allow them 
to be examined by the watchers present, and lock them up again 
in such a manner that the watchers and the persons just outside 
the guard-rail may see that the boxes are empty when re-locked. 

(i) Inspect the voting machine to see that it is in good working 
order and has a curtain to preserve the secrecy of voting; inspect 
the screen of the voting booth; inspect the polling place to make 
certain there is no way that anyone can view any action of a 
voter inside the voting machine or booth; and affix a conspicuous 
notice, in the form prescribed by the state board of elections, in 
a prominent place in the machine or booth, instructing the voter 
that, in order to have his vote counted, he must leave the voting 
levers in a down position when he operates the handle to open 
the curtain. Such notice shall be printed in English and such other 
languages as the board of elections may determine to be appro
priate. 

(j) Announce that the polls are open for voting and the time 
when the polls will close. 
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2. The keys to the voting machine shall be delivered to the 
inspectors at least one-half hour before the time set for the opening 
of the polls, in a sealed envelope, on which shall be written or 
printed the number and location of the voting machine, the number 
of the seal, and the number registered on the protective counter, 
as reported by the voting machine custodian. The envelope con
taining the keys shall not be opened until at least one inspector 
from each of the two parties shall be present in the polling place 
and shall have examined the envelope to see that it has not been 
opened. Before opening the envelope, all the election officers present 
shall examine the number on the seal on the machine, also the 
number registered on the protective counter, and shall see if they 
are the same as the numbers written on the envelope containing 
the keys. If found not to agree, the envelope must not be opened 
until the voting machine custodian, or other authorized person, 
shall have been notified and shall have presented himself at the 
polling place for the purpose of re-examining such machine and 
shall certify that it is properly arranged. If the numbers on the 
seal and protective counter, are found to agree with the numbers 
on the envelope, the inspectors, except as hereinafter provided, 
shall open the doors concealing the counters and, before the polls 
are open, each inspector shall carefully examine every counter and 
see that it registers zero and allow the watchers to examine them. 
If the machine is provided with a device for printing or photo
graphing candidate and amendment counters, the door concealing 
the counters shall not be opened and the inspectors shall instead 
carefully examine the printed or photographic record produced by 
the machine to see that each counter registers zero, and shall allow 
watchers to examine the printed or photographic record. The 
inspectors shall then sign a certificate showing the delivery of the 
keys in a sealed envelope, the number on the seal, the number 
registered on the protective counter, if all the counters are set at 
zero (000), if the public counter is set at zero (000), and if the 
ballot labels are properly placed in the machine. The machine 
shall remain locked against voting until the polls are formally 
opened, and shall not be operated except by voters in voting. If 
any counter is found not to register zero (000), the inspectors of 
election shall immediately notify the custodian who shall if prac
ticable adjust the counters at zero (000), but if it shall be im
practicable for the custodian to arrive in time to adjust such 
counters before the time set for opening the polls, the inspectors 
shall immediately make a written statement of the designating 
letter and number of such counter, together with the number 
registered thereon, and shall sign and post the same upon the wall 
of the polling place, where it shall remain throughout election day, 
and in filling out the return of canvass they shall subtract such 
number from the number then registered on such counter. 
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§ 8-104. Polls. 1. The American flag shall be kept displayed 
at each polling place throughout the election. Facsimile ballots 
and distance markers shall not be taken down, torn or defaced 
during the election. While the polls are open no person shall do 
any electioneering within the polling place, or in any public street, 
within a one hundred foot radial measured from the entrances 
designated by the inspectors of election, to such polling place or 
within such distance in any place in a public manner; and no 
political banner, button, poster or placard shall be allowed in or 
upon the polling place or within such one hundred foot radial. 
While the polls are open no person shall consume any alcoholic 
beverages within the polling place. 

2. The boxes and all official ballots shall be kept within the 
guard-rail, and at least six feet therefrom, from the opening of 
the polls until the announcement of the result of the canvass and 
the signing of the inspectors' returns thereof. No person shall be 
admitted within the guard-rail during such period except the 
election officers, authorized watchers, persons admitted by the 
inspectors to preserve order or enforce the law, and voters duly 
admitted for the purpose of voting; provided, however, that can
didates voted for at the polling place may be within the guard
rail during the canvass. 

3. The provisions of this chapter concerning the preservation 
of order and apprehension for crime on a day of registration, shall 
apply to a day of election, but a person taken into custody shall 
not be prohibited thereby from voting. 

4. After a ballot box shall have been locked for the purposes of 
election, it shall not be opened until it is opened at the close of 
the polls for purposes of canvass. Each inspector shall be respon
sible personally for the custody of each ballot box and its contents 
from the time the election begins until the box is delivered, 
according to law, to the person entitled to receive it. 

5. Voters entitled to vote who are on line or in the polling place 
at the time fixed by law for the closing of the polls shall be allowed 
to vote. 

B. In the city of New York, during days of primary, general, 
special and community school board elections, at each premises 
wherein a polling place or places are located, at least one police 
officer or peace officer designated by the police commissionr of 
such city pursuant to the provisions of article two of the criminal 
procedure law shall be assigned for duty from the opening until 
the closing of the polls. Additional police officers Or peace officers 
may be assigned as is deemed appropriate by the police commis· 
sioner of such city. 

§ 8-10B. PoIling places; attendance for educational pur
poses. 1. Notwithstanding any inconsistent provision of law, in 
order to facilitate education and participation in the electoral 
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process, a number of students in grades eight to twelve, inclusive, 
not to exceed four at anyone time in any poUing place, may enter 
any polling place between twelve o'clock noon and three o'clock 
p.m., for the purpose of observing the activities taking place therein 
and, when allowed by the inspectors, for the purposes of subdivision 
two of this section, provided there is proper parental or teacher 
supervision present, and provided further, any such student who 
in any way interfers with the orderly process of voting shall not 
be allowed to remain in the polling place. 

2. Notwithstanding any inconsistent provision of law, each board 
of elections may provide a spare voting machine inside any polling 
place or in a room adjacent to any polling place for the educational 
use of students in grades eight to twelve, inclusive. Each such 
board shall establish procedures for the use of the machine in
cluding, but not limited to, location and preparation of the machine 
and duties of the machine tenders. At least four weeks prior to 
an election, each board intending to provide a voting booth for 
the educational use of students shall notify each school district 
within its jurisdiction of the location of the spare voting machine. 
Upon such notice, but not later than two weeks prior to such 
election, each school district intending to utilize the spare voting 
machine made available for educational use as herein provided 
shall notify the board of such intention. Any ballot used in con
nection with such spare voting machine shall be in the form 
prescribed by section 7-118 of this chapter for facsimile or sample 
ballots. 

TITLE II 

ELECTION INSPECTORS 

Section 8-202. Board of inspectors; conduct of. 

§ 8-202. Board of inspectors; conduct of. 1. The chairman 
of the board of inspectors theretofore appointed shall continue to 
act as such, and the inspectors shall act as a board, and a majority 
thereof shall decide questions. Two inspectors who are not of the 
same political faith shall have charge of the registration poll ledgers 
or computer generated registration lists, subject to inspection thereof 
by any inspector and his participation in the decision of any 
question. Of the inspectors in charge of the registration poll ledgers 
or computer generated registratwn lists, one shall be assigned to 
the duty of comparing the signatures of voters. Inspectors shall 
be assigned to the foregoing duties by majority vote of the board 
of inspectors, before the opening of the polls. Such assignments 
shall be by lot if a majority cannot agree. The duties of an inspector 
or clerk may be changed during the day. If there be clerks, the 
board of inspectors may direct a clerk, who is not otherwise 

(Matter in italics is new.] 
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engaged, to perform any duty of an inspector of the same party, 
except to vote upon a question to be decided by such board Where 
an oath is required or permitted by this article at any election, 
any inspector may administer it. Where voting machines are used, 
one clerk or inspector shall attend each voting machine. 

2. The exterior of the voting machine and every part of the 
poUing place shall be in plain view of the election inspectors and 
watchers. The voting machine shall be placed at least four feet 
from the table used by the inspectors in charge of the poll books. 
The guard-rail shall be at least three feet from the machine and 
the table used by the inspectors, and shall have openings to admit 
voters to and from the machine. The voting machine shall be so 
located in the poUing place that, unless its construction requires 
otherwise, the ballot labels on the face of the machine can be seen 
plainly by the election inspectors and the party watchers when 
the machine is not in use by voters. The election inspectors shall 
not themselves be, or allow any other person to be, in any position 
or near any position, that will permit one to see or ascertain how 
a voter votes, or how he has voted nor shall they permit any other 
person to be less than three feet from the machine while such 
machine is occupied. The election inspector or clerk attending the 
machine shall inspect the face of the machine after each voter 
has cast his vote, to see that the ballot labels are in their proper 
places and that the machine has not been injured or tampered 
with. During elections the door or other covering of the counter 
compartment of the machine shall not be unlocked or opened or 
the counters exposed except by a member of the board of elections, 
a voting machine custodian or any other person upon the specific 
instructions of a member of the board of elections. 

ISulxl. I amended by chap. 91, Laws of 1992.) 

TITLE III 

CASTING THE BALLOT 

Section 8-300. Voting; manner of. 
8-302. Voting; verification of registration. 
8-304. Voters; signature identification. 
8-30B. Voters; assistance to. 
8-308. Voting; voting machine write-in. 
8-310. Voting; paper ballot, delivery to voter. 
8-312. Voting; paper ballots, marking and casting. 
8-314. Voting; primary election, missing enrollment re-

cord. 
8-31B. Ballots; mutilated or spoiled. 

§ 8-300. Voting; manner of. 1. The inspectors shall admit 
within the voting area only two voters at a time for each voting 
machine or voting booth and shall ascertain whether each such 
voter is entitled to vote. If he is found to be entitled to vote, he 
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shall be admitted within the voting machine or booth and be 
permitted to vote. 

2. The operating of the voting machine by the voter while voting 
or the marking of his ballot shall be secret and obscured from all 
other persons except as provided by this chapter in cases of voting 
by assisted voters. 

3. No voter shall remain within a voting machine longer than 
three minutes or a voting booth longer than five minutes and if 
he shall refuse to leave after the lapse of such time, he shall be 
removed by the inspectors. 

§ 8-302. Voting; verification of registration. 1. At all elec
tions held pursuant to the provisions of this chapter two inspectors 
representing different political parties shall act together at all 
times in supervising the use of the registration records and in 
verifying the rights of persons to vote on the basis of such records. 

2. The voter shall give his name and his residence address to 
the inspectors. An inspector shall then loudly and distinctly an
nounce the name and residence of the voter. 

3. When a person presents himself for voting one of the members 
of the board shall inspect the challenge report. 

a. IT the applicant's name is reported in the first section of such 
report he shall not be permitted to vote except pursuant to the 
provisions of paragraph (0 of this subdivision. 

b. IT the applicant's name is reported in the second section of 
such report or if an indication that the voter is to be challenged 
appears next to his name on the computer generated registration 
list, the board shall inform him of the reported reason for including 
his name on such report and shall request him to reply to such 
report. After receiving such reply the board, if it believes the 
applicant qualified to vote, and if he is not challenged by a person 
other than a board member, shall permit him to vote. Otherwise, 
the board shall challenge him in the manner provided in this 
chapter. It shall also complete without delay the entries required 
to be made opposite the applicant's name on the challenge report 
or the computer generated registration list or in the place provided 
at the end of such computer generated registration list. 

I c. IT the applicant is a woman, whose name is reported in the 
third section of such report as having married, the board shall 
ascertain whether she is married and, if so, whether she wishes 
to vote under her married name. Whether married or not, she 
shall be permitted to vote under her name before her marriage if 
she prefers, unless challenged on other grounds. If she has married 
and wishes to vote under her married name she shall sign first 
on her registration poll record or next to her name on the computer 
generated registration list, the name under which she is registered 

[Matter in italics is new; matter in brackets [ ] is old law to be omitted.] 
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and, immediately above it, her married name. If the applicant is 
a person whose name is reported in the third section for the 
reason that it has been changed by court order, he shall sign first 
on his registration poll record or next to his name on the computer 
generated registration list the name under which he is registered 
and then, immediately above it, his new name as indicated in 
parentheses on the challenge report and shall then be permitted 
to vote unless challenged on other grounds. A person who claims 
a changed name but whose name does not appear in section three 
of the challenge report shall nevertheless be permitted to vote 
unless challenged on other grounds. The board shall either enter 
the names of all such persons in the third section of the challenge 
report under the heading "Added by board of inspectors", in the 
form in which they are registered, followed in parentheses by the 
name as changed or enter the name as changed next to such 
voter's name on the computer generated registration list and then 
proceed in the same manner as hereinabove provided. The board 
shall complete without delay at the time of application the entries 
required to be made on the challenge report opposite the name 
of each applicant listed in the third section. When the registration 
poll record of a person who has voted under a new name is 
returned to the board of elections, such board shall change his 
name on the face of each of his registration records without 
completely obliterating the old one, and thereafter such person 
shall vote only under his new name. If a voter has signed a new 
name on a computer generated registration list, such board shall 
enter such new signature in such voter's computer record. 

d.]c. If an applicant whose name is not reported in either the 
first or second section of such report is challenged the board, 
without delay, shall either enter his name in the fourth section 
of such report together with the other entries required to be made 
in such section opposite the applicant's name or make an entry 
next to his name on the computer generated registration list or 
in the place provided at the end of the computer generated regis
tration list. 
d. A person wlw claims a clwnged name shall be permitted to vote 
unless challenged on other grounds. The inspectors slwU either enter 
the names of all such persons in the third section of the clwllenge 
report or in the place provided at the end of the computer generated 
registration list, in the form in which they are registered, followed 
in parentheses by the name as clwnged or enter the name as 
clwnged next to such voter's name on the computer generated 
registration list. The voter shall sign first on the registration poll 
record or on the computer generated registration list, the name 
under which the voter is registered and, immediately above it, the 
new name, provided tlwt on such a computer generated registration 
list, the new name may be signed in the place provided at the end 

[Matter in italics is new.] 
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of such list. When the registration poU record of a person who has 
voted under a new name is returned to the board of elections, such 
board shoU chonge his name on the face of each of his registration 
records without completely obliterating the old one, and thereafter 
such person sholl vote only under his new name. If a voter has 
signed a new name on a computer generated registration list, such 
board shoU enter such voter's new name and new signature in such 
voter's computer record. 

e. If an applicant requests assistance in voting and qualifies 
therefor, the board shall provide assistance as directed by this 
chapter, and shall without delay either enter such applicant's name 
and the other entries required in the fifth section of the challenge 
report or make an entry next to such applicant's name on the 
computer generated registration list or in the place provided at the 
end of the computer generated registration list. 

f. Whenever a voter presents himself and offers to cast a ballot, 
and the address at which he claims to live is in the election district 
in which he seeks to vote but no registration poll record can be 
found for him in the poll ledger or his name does not appear on 
the computer generated registration list or his signature does not 
appear next to his name on such computer generated registration 
list or his registration poll record or the computer generated reg
istration list does not show him to be enrolled in the party in 
which he claims to be enrolled, he shall be permitted to vote only 
as hereinafter provided: 

(i) He may present a court order requiring that he be permitted 
to vote. At a primary election, such a court order must specify 
the party in which the voter is permitted to vote. He shall be 
required to sign his full name on top of the first page of such 
order, together with his registration serial number, if any, and his 
name and the other entries required shall then be entered without 
delay in the sixth section of the challenge report or in the place 
provided at the end of the computer generated registration list, or, 
if such person '. name appears on the computer generated registration 
list, the board of elections may provide a place to make such entry 
next to his name on such list. The voter shall then be permitted 
to vote in the manner otherwise prescribed for voters whose 
registration poll records are found in the ledger or whose names 
are found on the computer generated registration list; or 

(ii) He may swear to and subscribe an affidavit stating that he 
has duly registered to vote, the address in such election district 
from which he registered, that he remains a duly qualified voter 
in such election district, that his registration poll record appears 
to be lost or misplaced or thot his name and/or his signature was 
omitted from the computer generated registration list, and at a 
primary election, the party in which he is enrolled. The inspectors 

[Matter in italics is new.] 
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of election shall offer such an affidavit to each such voter whose 
residence address is in such election district. Each such affidavit 
shall be in a form prescribed by the state board of elections, shall 
be printed on an envelope of the size and quality used for an 
absentee ballot envelope, and shall contain an acknowledgment 
that the affiant understands that any false statement made therein 
is perjury punishable according to law. The voter's name and the 
entries required shall then be entered without delay and without 
further inquiry in the sixth section of the challenge report or in 
the place provided at the end of the computer generated registration 
list, with the notation that the voter has executed the affidavit 
hereinabove prescribed, or, if such person's name appears on the 
computer generated registration list, the board of elections may 
provide a place to make such entry next to his name on such list. 
The voter shall then, without further inquiry, be permitted to vote 
an emergency hallot provided for by this chapter. Such ballot shall 
thereupon be placed in the envelope containing his affidavit, and 
the envelope sealed and returned to the board of elections in the 
manner provided by this chapter for protested official ballots, 
including a statement of the number of such ballots. 

3-a. The inspectors shall also give to every person whose address 
is in such election district for whom no registration poll record 
can be found and, in a primary election, to every voter whose 
registration poll record does not show him to be enrolled in the 
party in which he wishes to be enrolled a copy of a notice, in a 
form prescribed by the state board of elections, advising such 
person of his right to, and of the procedures by which he may, 
cast an affidavit ballot or seek a court order permitting him to 
vote, and shall also give every such person who does not cast an 
affidavit ballot, an application for registration by mail. 

3-b. In every election district in which the candidates for any 
office or position in a primary election have been assigned numbers 
by the board of elections because of identical or similar names, 
the inspectors shall also give to every person eligible to vote in 
such primary, a copy of a leaflet prepared by the board of elections 
which contains biographical information about such candidates. 

4. At a primary election, a voter whose registration poll record 
is in the ledger shall be permitted to vote only in the primary of 
the party in which such record shows him to be enrolled unless 
he shall present a court order pursuant to the provisions of sub
paragraph one of paragraph f of subdivision three of this section 
requiring that he be permitted to vote in the primary of another 
party, or unless he shall present a certificate of enrollment issued 
by the board of elections, not earlier than one month before such 
primary election, pursuant to the provisions of this chapter which 
certifies that he is enrolled in a party other than the one in which 
such record shows him to be enrolled, or unless he shall subscribe 

[Matter in italics is new.] 

191 



§ 8-302 THE ELECTION LAw Art. 8 

an affidavit pursuant to the provisions of subparagraph two of 
paragraph (0 of subdivision three of this section. 

5. Except for voters unable to sign their names, no person shall 
be permitted to vote without first identifying himself as required 
by this chapter. 

[Subd. 3 amended by cbep. 89. Laws of 1992.) 

§ 8-304. Voters; signature identification. 1. A person be
fore being allowed to vote shall be required, except as provided 
in this chapter, to sign his name on the back of his registration 
poll record on the first line reserved for his signature at the time 
of election which is not filled with a previous signature, or on the 
line of the computer generated registration list reserved for his 
signature. The two inspectors in charge shall sstisfy themselves 
by a comparison of this signature with his registration signature 
and by comparison of his appearance with the descriptive material 
on the face of the registration poll record that he is the person 
registered. If they are so sstisfied they shall enter the other 
information required for the election on the ssme line with the 
voter's latest signature, shall sign their names or initials in the 
spaces provided therefor, and shall permit the applicant to vote. 
Any inspector or inspectors not sstisfied shall challenge the ap
plicant forthwith. 

2. If a person who alleges his inability to sign his name presents 
himself to vote, the board of inspectors shall permit him to vote, 
unless challenged on other grounds, provided he had been permitted 
to register without signing his name. The board shall enter the 
words "Unable to Sign" in the space on his registration poll record 
reserved for his signature or on the line of the computer generated 
registration list reserved for his siguature at such election. If his 
signature appears upon his registration record or upon the computer 
generated registration list the board shall challenge him forthwith, 
except that if such person claims that he is unable to sign his 
name by reason of a physical disability incurred since his regis
tration, the board, if convinced of the existence of such disability, 
shall permit him to vote, shall enter the words "Unable to Sign" 
and a brief description of such disability in the space reserved for 
his signature at such election. At each subsequent election, if such 
disability still exists, he shall be entitled to vote without signing 
his name and the board of inspectors, without further notation, 
shall enter the words "Unable to Sign" in the space reserved for 
his signature at such election. 

3. The voter's signature made by him upon registration and his 
signature made at subsequent elections shall be effectively con
cealed from the voter by a blotter or piece of opaque paper until 
after the voter shall have completed his signature. 

4. In any case where a person who has heretofore voted has 
placed his voting signature on the back of his registration poll 
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record on the first or any succeeding line or lines at the time or 
times of an election, instead of on the last line of the space thereon 
required to be reserved for such voting signatures and on any lines 
next running upward therefrom, the inspectors of election shall 
obliterate such misplaced signature or signatures, initial the ob
literation and require such voter to sign his name again in the 
correct place on such registration poll record. 

5. Any person who has heretofore registered and who at such 
time placed his or her registration signature on the back of the 
registration poll record otherwise than in the space required to be 
provided therefor at the bottom of such poll record, shall, before 
being permitted to vote at any election thereafter, subscribe a new 
registration signature for himself on the last line at the bottom 
of such poll record, and, at the same time, if the inspectors of 
election are satisfied that the signatures were made by the same 
person, obliterate his original registration signature placed else
where than on the bottom of such record. Such obliterations may 
be made by crossing out the signature so as to completely efface 
the same or by affixing thereover a piece of gummed tape of a 
size sufficient only to cover such signature and of a type adequate 
to fully conceal the same. 

§ 8-306. Voters; assistance to_ 1. A voter who states under 
oath to the board of inspectors that he requires assistance may 
be assisted in the manner and subject to the conditions and 
requirements provided for in this section. 

2. A board of inspectors of election shall assist any voter: 
(a) who informs such board, under oath, that he cannot read 

and therefore requires assistance, or 
(b) who cannot even with the aid of glasses see the names 

printed on the official ballot, or 
(c) who is so physically handicapped that he cannot do what 

is needed at that election to tum down the levers or use a write
in slot on a voting machine, or mark a paper ballot, or 

(d) who, unless aided by another person, cannot enter a voting 
booth. 

3. Any voter who requires assistance to vote by reason of blind
ness, disability or inability to read or write may be given assistance 
by a person of the voter's choice, other than the voter's employer 
or agent of the employer or officer or agent of the voter's union. 
A voter entitled to assistance in voting who does not select a 
particular person may be assisted by two election inspectors not 
of the same political faith. The inspectors or person assisting a 
voter shall enter the voting machine or booth with him, help him 
in the preparation of his ballot and, if necessary, in the return of 
the voted ballot to the inspectors for deposit in the ballot box. 
The inspectors shall enter in the remarks space on the registration 
poll card of an assisted voter or next to the name of such voter 
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on the computer generated registration list, the name of each 
officer or person rendering such assistance. 

4. An election officer or other person assisting a voter shall not 
in any manner request or seek to pursuade or induce the assisted 
voter to vote any particular ticket, or for any particular candidate, 
or for or against any particular ballot proposal, and shall not keep 
or make any memorandum or entry of anything occurring within 
the voting booth and shall not, directly or indirectly, reveal to 
any other person the name of any candidate voted for by such 
voter, or which ticket he has voted, except when required pursuant 
to law to give testimony as to such matter in a judicial proceeding. 

5. A person other than an inspector, who assists a voter in 
voting, shall make an oath before entering the booth that he "will 
not in any manner request, or seek to persuade or induce the 
voter to vote any particular ticket or for any particular candidate, 
and that he will not keep or make any memorandum or entry of 
anything occurring within the booth, and that he will not, directly 
or indirectly, reveal to any person the name of any candidate 
voted for by the voter, or which ticket he had voted, or anything 
occurring within the voting booth, except when required pursuant 
to law to give testimony as to such a matter in a judicial pro
ceeding." 

6. If a voter makes any false representation to obtain assistance 
in voting, he shall be punishable therefor as prescribed by law. 

7. For the instruction of voters, there may be so far as prac
ticable, in each polling place, a mechanically operated model of a 
portion of the face of the voting machine. Such model, if furnished, 
shall be located during the election on the inspectors' table or in 
some other place which the voters must pass to reach the machine. 
Each voter, before entering the machine, shall, upon request, be 
instructed regarding its operation and such instruction illustrated 
on the model and the voter given opportunity personally to operate 
the model. The voter's attention shall also be called to the facsimile 
ballot so that the voter can become familiar with the location of 
the ballot proposals, if any, and the location of the respective 
offices to be filled at the election. If any voter, after entering the 
voting machine booth and before the closing of such booth, shall 
ask for further instructions concerning the manner of voting, two 
inspectors of opposite political faith shall give such instructions 
to him. No inspector or other election officer or other person 
instructing a voter, shall, in any manner, request, suggest or seek 
to persuade or induce any such voter to vote any particular ticket, 
or for any particular candidate or for or against any particular 
ballot proposal. After giving such instructions, the inspectors shall 
retire and such voter shall then close the booth and vote as in 
the case of an unassisted voter. 

8. In no event shall an inspector or any other person enter a 
voting machine or booth for the purpose of giving instructions to 
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a voter, after the voter has closed such booth, except as permitted 
herein. 

9. Any voter requesting a sample ballot shall be furnished one 
if available and he may take it away from the polling place. 

§ 8-308. Voting; voting machine write-in. 1. Ballots voted 
for any person whose name does not appear on the machine as 
a nominated or designated candidate for public office or party 
position are referred to in this article as write-in ballots. 

2. No write-in ballot shall be voted for any person for any office 
whose name appears on the machine as a nominated or designated 
candidate for the office or position in question; any write-in ballot 
so voted shall not be counted. 

3. A write-in ballot must be cast in its appropriate place on the 
machine, or it shall be void and not counted. 

§ 8-310. Voting; paper ballot, delivery to voter. If paper 
ballots are being used, one of the clerks, or if there be no clerks 
the inspector assigned to the duty of delivering ballots, shall deliver 
to the voter one paper ballot or set of paper ballots, in the numerical 
order of the ballot or set, beginning with number one, and shall 
at the same time announce, loudly and distinctly, the number on 
the stub or stubs thereof. If the ballots are in sets, they shall be 
delivered in sets. If a new ballot or set of ballots be lawfully 
delivered to the same voter, a similar announcement shall be made 
as to the number of the stub or stubs of each new ballot or set 
delivered. Each ballot, when delivered, shall be folded in the proper 
manner for voting, which is: first, by bringing the bottom of the 
ballot up to the perforated line, and second, by folding both sides 
to the center or toward the center in such manner that when 
folded the face of each ballot shall be concealed, and the printed 
number on the stub and the indorsement on the back of the ballot 
shall be visible, so that the stub can be removed without removing 
any other part of the ballot and without exposing any part of the 
face of the ballot below the stub, and so that when folded the 
ballot shall not be more than four inches wide. The number on 
each ballot or set of ballots so delivered, as printed on the stub 
or stubs, shall be entered forthwith opposite the name of the voter 
in the proper place in the registration poll record or next to his 
name on the computer generated registration list. No person other 
than an inspector or clerk shall deliver to any voter within the 
guard rail any ballot, and they shall deliver only such ballots as 
the voter is legally entitled to vote, other than sample ballots. 

§ 8-312. Voting; paper ballots, marking and cast
ing. 1. On receiving his ballot, the voter forthwith and without 
leaving the inclosed space shall retire alone, unless he be entitled 
to assistance in voting, to an unoccupied voting booth and mark 
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his ballot, using a pen having blue or black ink or a pencil having 
black lead He shall not occupy a booth more than five minutes 
if other voters are waiting to occupy it. If the voter wrongly marks, 
defaces or tears a ballot or one of a set of ballots, he may 
successively obtain others, one set at a time, not exceeding three 
sets in all, upon returning to the inspectors or clerks each set of 
ballots already received. 

2. When the voter shall have prepared his ballot or ballots, he 
shall leave the booth with each ballot folded so as to conceal the 
face thereof but to show the indorsement and facsimile of the 
official signature on the back, and keeping the same so folded, 
shall proceed at once to the inspector in charge of the ballot box, 
and shall offer such ballot or ballots to such inspector. If the ballot 
or ballots are properly folded, and have no mark or tear visible 
on the outside thereof, except the printed number on the stub or 
stubs and the printed indorsement on the back, and if such number 
is the same as that entered in the registration poll record, as the 
number on the stub of the official ballot or set of ballots last 
delivered to him, such inspector shall receive such ballot or ballots, 
and after removing the stub or stubs therefrom in plain view of 
the voter, and without removing any other part of the ballot, and 
without unfolding the ballot or in any way exposing any part of 
the face of the ballot below the stub, shall deposit each ballot in 
the proper ballot box for the reception of voted ballots of the kind 
so received, and the stubs in the box for detached stubs. 

3. Upon voting, the voter forthwith shall pass outside the guar
drail, unless he is a person authorized to remain for other purposes 
than voting. 

4. When a person shall have received a paper ballot from any 
clerk, or inspector, as hereinbefore provided, he shall be deemed 
to have commenced the act of voting, and if, after receiving such 
official ballot, he shall leave the space inclosed by the guard-rail 
before the deposit of his ballot in the ballot box, as hereinbefore 
provided, he shall not be entitled to pass again with the guard
rail for the purpose of voting, or to receive any further ballots. 

5. No ballot without the official indorsement shall be allowed 
to be deposited in the ballot box except for emergency ballots as 
provided for herein. No person to whom any paper ballot shall be 
delivered shall leave the space within the guard-rail until after he 
shall have delivered back all such ballots received by him either 
to the inspectors or to the clerks. 

§ 8-314. Voting; primary election, missing enrollment rec
ord. If a registered voter marked an enrollment blank, but his 
enrollment as so indicated was not entered or entered incorrectly, 
he nevertheless shall be permitted to vote at the primary election, 
with the party under whose name he marked such blank, if he 
produces a certificate of the board of elections that he marked an 
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enrollment blank, specifying the party, and that the entry of his 
enrollment on the registration poll record was omitted or incorrectly 
entered by inadvertence or mistake and he is qualified to vote at 
the primary election in the party set forth in such certificate. In 
such a case the hoard of elections shall issue such certificate on 
demand. The inspectors shall then and there enter the enrollment 
on the record. 

§ 8-316. Ballots; mutilated or spoiled. If a ballot is found 
to be defective or mutilated before it is delivered to the voter, its 
stub and the stubs of all other ballots in the set shall be detached 
immediately and placed in the box for stubs, by the clerks, or if 
there are no clerks by the inspector assigned to the duty of 
delivering ballots, and all the ballots of that set immediately shall 
be marked "cancelled", and placed in the box for spoiled and 
mutilated ballots. If a voter returns a ballot as defective, mutilated, 
defaced, or wrongly marked, he shall also return all the other 
ballots of the set, if any, and such clerks or inspector shall likewise 
remove their stubs, placing all the stubs in the hox for stubs and 
all the ballots of the set in the box for spoiled or mutilated ballots, 
first marking the ballots "cancelled". In each case, the voter shall 
receive another ballot or set of ballots, unless not entitled thereto. 

TITLE IV 

ABSENTEE VOTING 

Section 8-400. Absentee voting: application for ballot. 
8-402. Absentee voting: review of application by hoard 

of elections. 
8-404. Absentee voting: hospitalized veterans, special 

provisions. 
8-406. Absentee ballots, delivery of. 
8-407. Voting by residents of nursing homes, residential 

health care facilities, facilities operated or li
censed, or under the jurisdiction of, the de
partment of mental hygiene or hospitals or 
facilities operated by the Veteran's Adminis
tration of the United States. 

8-408. Repealed. 
8-410. Absentee voting: method of. 
8-412. Absentee ballots: deadline for receipt. 

§ 8-400. Absentee voting; application for ballot- 1. A 
qualified voter may vote as an absentee voter under this chapter 
if, on the occurrence of any village election conducted by the board 
of elections primary election, special election, general election or 
New York city community school board district or city of Buffalo 
school district election, he will be: 
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(a) unavoidably absent from the county of his residence, or, if 
a resident of the city of New York absent from said city, because 
his duties, occupation, business, or studies require him to be 
elsewhere on the day of election; or 

(b) absent from such county or city because he is on vacation 
elsewhere on the day of election; or 

(c) unable to appear personally at the polling place of the election 
district in which he is a qualified voter because of illness or 
physical disability, whether permanent or temporary, or because 
he will be or is a patient in a hospital; or 

(d) he is a person entitled to a ballot because he is a qualified 
voter registered as an inmate or patient of a veteran's adminis
tration hospital; or 

(e) absent from the county of his residence, or if a resident of 
the city of New York, absent from said city, because of his 
accompanying a spouse, parent or child who would be entitled to 
apply for the right to vote by absentee ballot if a qualified voter; 
or 

(f) absent from his voting residence because he is detained in 
jail awaiting action by a grand jury or awaiting trial, or confined 
in prison after a conviction for an offense other than a felony, 
provided that he is qualified to vote in the election district of his 
residence. 

2. A qualified voter desiring to vote at such election as an 
absentee voter for any reason specified in subdivision one hereof 
must make application for an absentee ballot on a form to be 
obtained and filed as provided herein or by letter as provided in 
paragraph (d) of this subdivision. 

(a) Application forms shall be furnished by and may be obtained 
from any board of elections at any time until the day before such 
election. Application forms sball also be supplied by the board of 
inspectors of the election district in which applicant is a qualified 
voter on all of the days provided for local registration. In addition, 
application forms shall be supplied upon the request of the person 
authorized to vote pursuant to this section, any such person's 
spouse, parent or child, a person residing with the applicant as a 
member of his household, or the applicant's duly authorized agent. 
Application forms sent outside of the United States to a country 
other than Canada or Mexico, shall be sent airmail. Any reference 
to "board of elections" in the remaining provisions of this section, 
except with respect to the furnishing and obtaining of applications 
for absentee ballots, means only the board of elections of the 
county or city in which the applicant is a qualified voter. 

(b) Applications may be filed either with the board of elections 
or in person with the board of inspectors of the election district 
in which the applicant is a qualified voter, on one of the days 
provided for local registration. 
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(c) AU applications must be mailed to the board of elections 
not later than the seventh day before the election for which a 
ballot is first requested or delivered to such board not later than 
the day before such election. 

(d) The board of elections shall mail an absentee ballot to every 
qualified voter otherwise eligible for such a ballot, who requests 
such an absentee baUot from such board of elections in a letter, 
which is signed by the voter and received by the board of elections 
not earlier than the thirtieth day nor later than the seventh day 
before the election for which the baUot is first requested and which 
states the address where the voter is registered and the address 
to which the ballot is to be mailed. The board of elections shall 
enclose with such baUot a form of application for absentee ballot. 

3. The application for an absentee baUot when filed must contain 
in each instance the following information: 

(a) Applicant's full name and residence address, including the 
street and number, if any, rural delivery route, if any, mailing 
address if different from the residence address and his town or 
city and an address to which the baUot shall be mailed. 

(b) A statement that the applicant is a qualified and registered 
voter, and that he does not know of any reason why he is no 
longer qualified to vote. 

(c) A statement, as appropriate, that on the day of such election 
the applicant expects in good faith to be in one of the following 
categories: 

(i) unavoidably absent from the county of his residence, or if 
a resident of the city of New York absent from said city, because 
his duties, occupation, business or studies require him to be else· 
where on such day, and where such duties, occupation, business 
or studies are not of such a nature as ordinarily to require such 
absence, a statement briefly describing the special circumstances 
requiring such absence and the dates when he expects to begin 
and end such absence; or 

(ii) absent from the county of his residence, or if a resident of 
the city of New York absent from said city, because he will be 
on vacation elsewhere on such day, the dates upon which he 
expects to begin and end such vacation, the place or places where 
he expects to be on such vacation, the name and address of his 
employer, if any, or if self·employed or retired a statement to such 
effect; or 

(iii) ill or physically disabled; that he has been advised by his 
medical practitioner or christian science practitioner, giving said 
practitioner's name and address, that he wiU not be able to go to 
his polling place for such election, and whether said illness is 
permanent or temporary; if he expects to be a patient in a hospital 
he shall state the name and address of said hospital; or 
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(iv) entitled to a ballot because he is a qualified voter registered 
as an inmate or patient of a veteran's administration hospital; or 

(v) detained in jail awaiting action by a grand jury or awaiting 
trial or confined in prison after a conviction for an offense other 
than a felony and stating the place where he is so detained or 
confined; or 

(vi) absent from the county of his residence, or if a resident of 
the city of New York absent from said city, because of his ac
companying his spouse, parent or child who falls within one of 
the foregoing categories; a statement that the applicant resides in 
the same election district as such spouse, parent or child, the 
name and address of such spouse, parent or child, and, unless the 
application accompanies the application of such spouse, parent or 
child, the information as to the status of such spouse, parent or 
child required by the applicable category. 

(d) Such application shall permit the applicant to apply for an 
absentee ballot for either a primary election or the general election 
in any year and for those persons who will be continuously absent 
from their county of residence during the period between the fall 
primary election and the general election in any year to apply for 
ballots for both such elections in such year. 

4. A voter who claims permanent illness or physical disability 
may make application for an absentee ballot and the right to 
receive an absentee ballot for each election thereafter as provided 
herein without further application, by filing with the board of 
elections an application which shall contain a statement to be 
executed by the voter showing the particulars of his illness or 
disability. Upon filing of such application the board of elections 
shall investigate the facts stated therein and if satisfied as to the 
truth thereof, shall cause the registration records of the voter to 
be marked "Permanently Disabled" and thereafter shall send an 
absentee ballot for each succeeding primary, special or general 
election to such voter at his last known address by first class mail 
with a request to the postsl authorities not to forward such ballot 
but to return it in five days in the event that it cannot be delivered 
to the addressee. The mailing of such ballot for each election shall 
continue until such voter's registration is cancelled. 

5. The application for an absentee ballot shall contain the 
following language printed in bold face directly above the signature 
line: "I CERTIFY THAT THE INFORMATION IN THIS AP
PLICATION IS TRUE AND CORRECT AND UNDERSTAND 
THAT THIS APPLICATION WILL BE ACCEPTED FOR ALL 
PURPOSES AS THE EQUIVALENT OF AN AFFIDAVIT AND, 
IF IT CONTAINS A MATERIAL FALSE STATEMENT, SHALL 
SUBJECT ME TO THE SAME PENALTIES AS IF I HAD 
BEEN DULY SWORN." Such application shall be accepted for 
all purposes as the equivalent of an affidavit and if it contains a 
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material faIse statement shall subject the person signing it to the 
same penalties as if he had been duly sworn. 

6. If a person entitled to an absentee ballot is unable to sign 
his application because of illness, physical disability or inability 
to read he shall be excused from signing upon making a statement, 
in substantially the following form, which shall be witnessed by 
one person: 
"I hereby state that 1 am unable to sign my application for an 
absentee ballot without assistance because 1 am unable to write 
by reason of my illness or physical disability or because 1 am 
unable to read. 1 have made, or have received assistance in making, 
my mark in lieu of my signature." 

.................. (Mark) 
(Name of Voter) 

"I, the undersigned, hereby certify that the above named voter 
affixed his mark to this application in my presence and 1 know 
him to be the person who affixed his mark to said application 
and understand that this statement will be accepted for all purposes 
as the equivalent of an affidavit and if it contains a material faIse 
statement, shall subject me to the same penalties as if 1 had been 
duly sworn." 

(Signature of Witness) 

(Address of Witness) 
Such statement shall be included in the application form furnished 
by the board of elections. 

7. Printed forms of applications for absentee ballots in accord
ance with the requirements of this section shall be provided by 
the board of elections. An appropriate number shall be retained 
by the board of elections for the purpose of furnishing an appli
cation form to each qualified voter who applies therefor before 
the board of elections, either in person or by mail, and an ap
propriate number shall be delivered to each board of inspectors 
on registration days with the election supplies, and the board of 
inspectors shall retain the completed and unused applications and 
return them to the board of elections with their election supplies 
and an appropriate number shall be available for distribution to 
officers of political parties, county clerks, city, town and village 
clerks, colleges, libraries, hospitals, nursing homes, senior citizens 
centers and any other convenient distribution source which is 
approved by the local or state board of elections and which requests 
such forms. 

8. The provisions of this section for absentee voting in primary 
elections shall not apply to the party positions of members of the 
ward, town, city or county committee. 
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9. The state board of elections shall prescribe a standard ap
plication form for use under this section. The use of any application 
form which substantially complies with the provisions of this 
section shall be acceptable and any application filed on such a 
form shall be accepted for filing. 

§ 8-402. Absentee voting; review of application by board 
of elections. 1. Upon receipt of an application for an absentee 
ballot the board of elections shall forthwith determine upon such 
inquiry as it deems proper whether the applicant is qualified to 
vote and to receive an absentee ballot, and if it finds the applicant 
is not so qualified it shall reject the application after investigation 
as hereinafter provided. 

2. The county board of elections, whenever it is not satisfied 
from an examination of an application for an absentee ballot that 
the applicant is entitled to such a ballot, may order an investigation 
through any officer or employee of the state or county board of 
elections, police officer, sheriff or deputy sheriff, or a special 
investigator appointed by the state board of elections pursuant to 
the provisions of this chapter and, if it deems necessary, may 
exercise the powers to issue subpoenas and administer oaths which 
are conferred upon it by this chapter. 

3. An affidavit or a signed statement executed by any person 
authorized to conduct an investigation pursuant to this section 
which indicates that the applicant for an absentee ballot meets 
or fails to meet any of the requirements entitling the applicant 
to same shall be sufficient authority for a determination by the 
board as to the applicant's right to an absentee voter's ballot, but 
shall not preclude the board from making such other determination 
as it shall deem proper. Such affidavit or statement shall contain 
sufficient information to permit verification of the information 
contained in the statement and identification of the source. 

4. Any investigation shall be concluded and determination made 
as to all applicants not later than the day before the election for 
which a ballot is first requested, or if such ballot is to be sent by 
mail, such determination shall be made at a time which will afford 
sufficient time for the transmission of the ballot to the voter, one 
secular day for the voter to mark such ballot and execute the 
statement of absentee voter, and time for the return of such ballot 
to the board of elections by the deadline for its receipt. U the 
board can not complete its investigation within the time provided 
for herein, it shall, if it finds the voter to be duly registered, 
deliver to such applicant an absentee ballot. 

5. U the board shall determine that the applicant is not entitled 
to an absentee ballot it shall immediately notify the applicant, 
giving him the reason for such rejection. 

6. In the case of a primary election, the board shall deliver only 
the ballot of the party in which the records of the board of 
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elections show the applicant to be enrolled. In the event a primary 
election is uncontested in the applicant's election district for all 
offices or positions except the party position of member of the 
ward, town, city or county committee, no ballot shall be delivered 
to such applicant for such election; and the applicant shall be 
advised why he is not being sent a ballot. 

7. The board shall keep a record of applications for absentee 
ballots as they are received, showing the names and residences of 
the applicants, and their party enrollment in the case of primary 
elections, and, as soon as practicable shall, when requested, give 
to the chairman of each political party or independent body in 
the county, and shall make available for inspection to any other 
qualified voter upon request, a complete list of all applicants to 
whom absentee voters' ballots have been delivered or mailed, 
containing their names and places of residence as they appear on 
the registration record, including the election district and ward, 
if any, and in the city of New York and county of Nassau, the 
assembly district, and their party enrollment in the case of primary 
elections. 

§ 8-404. Absentee voting; hospitalized veterans, special 
provisions. 1. After entering upon the registration records, the 
application for registration of an inmate or patient of a veterans' 
administration hospital as to whom the medical superintendent 
or medical head of such hospital has attested that he expects that 
he will not be discharged prior to the day following the next 
general or special village, primary, special, general or New York 
city community school board district or city of Buffalo school 
district election, and the application for registration by the spouse, 
parent or child of such inmate or patient accompanying or being 
with him or her, if a qualified voter and a resident of the same 
election district, the board of elections, without further investi· 
gation and without further application by the applicant, shall send 
to him at such hospital an absentee ballot and shall record in the 
signature column on the back of his permanent personal registra· 
tion poll record that such ballot has been sent. 

(a) Any voter who is duly registered and whose registration 
records are marked "Hospitalized Veteran" or "Hospitalized Vet· 
eran's Relative" need not thereafter make application for an ab
sentee ballot. Sixty days before each election, the board of elections 
shall compile and send a list to each veterans' administration 
hospital of all inmates and patients of veterans' administration 
hospitals who appear by the records of such board to be "hos
pitalized veterans" entitled to receive absentee ballots at each such 
hospital pursuant to the provisions of this section. Each veterans' 
administration hospital shall no later than fifteen days following 
the receipt of such list, return it with notations made thereon 
showing whether the inmate or patient continues to be confined 
therein or has been discharged therefrom. Upon the receipt of 
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such returned list from each veterans' administration hospital with 
the proper notations showing that a "hospitalized veteran" con
tinues to be confined in such hospital, the board of elections, by 
mail addressed to such "hospitalized veteran" at his last known 
hospital address and by mail addressed to such "hospitalized 
veteran's relative" at his last known address shall send an absentee 
ballot for the ensuing election to such "hospitalized veteran" and 
such "hospitalized veteran's relative" an absentee ballot in the 
same manner as provided herein for a qualified voter entitled to 
an absentee ballot because of permanent disability. The board shall 
record on the back of his registration poll record in the space 
reserved for his signature at such election, the fact that such ballot 
has been sent. 

(b) If the returned list from a veterans' administration hospital 
contains a notation showing that a "hospitalized veteran" is no 
longer an inmate or patient at the veterans' administration hospital 
where he is recorded as staying, or if such letter containing an 
absentee voter's ballot for a "hospitalized veteran" or a "hospi
talized veterans' relative" is returned by the post office as unde
liverable, the board of elections shall ascertain whether the "hos
pitalized veteran" or "hospitalized veteran's relative" is residing 
at the address given on his registration records as his permanent 
address. If he is residing there, the board shall not send him any 
further absentee ballots unless he applies therefor in the regular 
way. If he is not residing at the place of residence given on his 
registration records but the board ascertains that he has been 
transferred to another veterans' administration hospital, the board 
shall cause a central board of registration to make the necessary 
changes of temporary address on his registration records and shall 
continue sending him absentee ballots at the veterans' adminis
tration hospital where he is staying. If he is not residing at the 
place of residence given on his registration records and the board 
cannot ascertain that he has been transferred to another veterans' 
administration hospital, the board shall cancel his registration. 
Whenever a registration is cancelled pursuant hereto notice shall 
be mailed to the veteran or his relative at his permanent residence 
address and last temporary address. 

2. The board of elections shall furnish to each party county 
chairman in such county a list of the names and residence addresses 
of the hospitalized veterans and hospitalized veterans' relatives to 
whom absentee ballots have been sent. 

3. Such ballots shall be mailed, voted, returned, counted, and 
canvassed as provided in this chapter for other absentee voters' 
ballots. 

§ 8-406. Absentee ballots, delivery of. If the board shall 
find that the applicant is a qualified voter of the election district 
containing his residence as stated in his statement and that his 
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statement is sufficient, it shall, as soon as practicable after it shall 
have determined his right thereto, mail to him at an address 
designated by him, or deliver to him, or to any person designated 
for such purpose in writing by him, at the office of the board, 
such an absentee voter's ballot or set of ballots and an envelope 
therefor. If the ballot or ballots are to be sent outside of the 
United States to a country other than Canada or Mexico, such 
ballot or ballots shall be sent by air mail. However, if an applicant 
who is eligible for an absentee ballot is a resident of a facility 
operated or licensed by, or under the jurisdiction of, the department 
of mental hygiene, or a resident of a facility defined as a nursing 
home or residential health care facility pursuant to subdivisions 
two and three of section two thousand eight hundred one of the 
public health law, or a resident of a hospital or other facility 
operated by the Veteran's Administration of the United Ststes, 
such absentee ballot need not be so mailed or delivered to any 
such applicant but, may be delivered to the voter in the manner 
prescribed by section 8-407 of this chapter if such facility is 
located in the county or city in which such voter is eligible to 
vote. 

§ 8-407. Voting by residents of nursing homes, residential 
health care facilities, facilities operated or licensed, or under 
the jurisdication of, the department of mental hygiene or 
hospitals or facilities operated by the Veteran's Adminis
tration of the United States. 1. The board of elections of a 
county or city in which there is located at least one facility operated 
or licensed, or under the jurisdiction of, the department of mental 
hygiene or a facility defined as a nursing home or residential health 
care facility pursuant to subdivisions two and three of section two 
thousand eight hundred one of the public health law or a hospital 
or other facility operated by the Veteran's Administration of the 
United States may, by resolution adopted at least sixty days before 
an election, provide that residents of each such facility for which 
such board has received five or more applications for absentee 
ballots from voters who are eligible to vote by absentee ballot in 
such city or county at such election, may vote by absentee ballot 
only in the manner provided for in this section. Such resolution 
may, at the discretion of such board, provide that it shall be 
applicable to all such facilities in such county or city without 
regard to the number of absentee ballot applications received from 
the residents of any such facility. 

2. Such a board of elections shall appoint, in the same manner 
as other inspectors, one or more bi-partisan boards of inspectors, 
each composed of two such inspectors. Such inspectors may be 
regular employees of such board of elections. 

3. Not earlier than thirteen days before or later than the day 
before such an election such a board of inspectors shall, between 
the hours of nine o'clock in the morning and five o'clock in the 
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evening, attend at each such facility for the residents of which 
the board of elections has custody of five or more absentee ballots 
or, if the resolution adopted by the board of elections so provides, 
each such facility for which the board has custody of one or more 
such absentee ballots, pursuant to the provisions of this chapter. 

4. Each such board of inspectors may attend at more than one 
facility, provided, however, that no such board of inspectors shall 
be assigned to attend at more facilities than it reasonably can be 
expected to complete within the time specified by this section. 

5. The board of elections shall deliver to each board of inspectors 
all the absentee ballots in the custody of such board of elections 
which are addressed to residents of the facilities which such board 
of inspectors is assigned to attend, together with one or more 
portable voting booths of a type approved by the state board of 
elections and such other supplies as such board of inspectors will 
require to discharge its duties properly. 

6. The board of elections, at least twenty days before each such 
election, or on the day after it shall have received the requisite 
number of applications for absentee ballots from the residents of 
any such facility, whichever is later, shall communicate with the 
superintendent, administrator or director of each such facility to 
arrange the day and time when the board of inspectors will attend 
at such facility. The board of elections shall keep a list of the day 
and time at which the board of inspectors will attend at each 
such facility as a public record at its office. 

7. It shall be the duty of each such superintendent, administrator 
or director to assist the board of inspectors attending such facility 
in the discharge of its duties, including, but not limited to making 
available to such board of inspectors space within such facility 
suitable for the discharge of its duties. 

8. The board of inspectors shall deliver each absentee ballot 
addressed to a resident of each such facility to such resident. If 
such resident is physically disabled the inspectors shall, if nec
essary, deliver the ballot to such voter at his bedside. 

9. The board of inspectors shall arrange the portable voting 
booth or booths provided and effect such safeguards as may be 
necessary to provide secrecy for the votes cast by such residents. 

10. If such a resident is unable to mark his ballot, he may be 
assisted in marking such ballot by the two members of the board 
of inspectors or such other person as he may select. If a voter is 
unable to mark the ballot and unable to communicate how he 
wishes such ballot marked, such ballot shall not be cast. No person 
who assists a voter to mark his ballot pursuant to the provisions 
of this section, shall disclose to any other person how any such 
ballot was marked. 

11. Except as otherwise provided in this section, all ballots cast 
pursuant to this section shall be cast in the manner provided by 
this chapter for the casting of absentee ballots. 
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12. After such ballots have been cast and sealed in the appro
priate envelopes, they shall be returned to such inspectors. 

13. Upon completion of its duties, the board of inspectors shall 
forthwith return all such ballots to the board of elections. 

14. Any person, political committee or independent body entitled 
to appoint watchers for the election district in which any such 
facility is located at the election for which such absentee ballots 
are cast, shall be entitled to appoint a watcher to attend such 
board of inspectors at such facility. 

15. All ballots cast pursuant to the provisions of this section 
which are received before the close of the polls on election day 
by the board of elections charged with the duty of casting and 
canvassing such ballots, may be delivered to the inspectors of 
election in the manner prescribed by this chapter or retained at 
the board of elections and cast and canvassed pursuant to the 
provisions of section 9-209 of this chapter as such board shal~ 
in its discretion, determine as part of any resolution adopted 
pursuant to the provisions of subdivision one of this section. 

§ 8-410. Absentee voting; method of. The absentee voter 
shall mark an absentee ballot as provided for paper ballots or 
ballots prepared for counting by ballot counting machines. He shall 
make no mark or writing whatsoever upon the ballot, except as 
above prescribed, and shall see that it bears no such mark or 
writing. He shall make no mark or writing whatsoever on the 
outside of the ballot. After marking the ballot or ballots he shall 
fold each such ballot and enclose them in the envelope and seal 
the envelope. He shall then take and subscribe the oath on the 
envelope, with blanks properly filled in. The envelope, containing 
the ballot or ballots, shall then be mailed or delivered to the board 
of elections of the county or city of his residence. 

§ 8-412. Absentee ballots; deadline for receipt. 1. The 
board of elections shall cause all absentee ballots received by it 
before the close of the polls on election day and all ballots contained 
in envelopes showing a cancellation mark of the United States 
postal service, or a foreign country's postal service with a date 
which is ascertained to be not later than the day before election 
and received by such board of elections not later than seven days 
following the day of election to be cast and counted except that 
the absentee ballot of a voter who requested such ballot by letter, 
rather than application, shall not be counted unless a valid ap
plication form, signed by such voter, is received by the board of 
elections with such ballot. 

2. Absentee ballots received by the board of elections before the 
close of the polls on election day from voters whose applications 
were received by such board at least seven days before election 
day may be delivered to the inspectors of election in the manner 
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prescribed by this chapter or retained at the board of elections 
and cast and canvassed pursuant to the provisions of section 9-209 
of this chapter as such board shall, in its discretion, determine 
by resolution adopted at least thirty days before election day. All 
ballots received by the board of election from voters whose ap
plications were received by such board later than seven days before 
election day and all ballots received by such board between election 
day and the seventh day after election day shall be retained at 
the board and shall be cast and canvassed in the same manner 
as other ballots retained by such board. 

TITLE V 

CHALLENGING VOTERS 

Section 8-500. Watchers; provision for. 
8-502. Challenges; generally. 
8-504. Challenges; of voter at the polling place. 
8-506. Challenges; absentee, military, special federal and 

special presidential ballots. 
8-508. Challenge report; preparation of. 
8-510. Challenge report; completion of and closing of 

registration poll ledgers. 

§ 8-500. Watchers; provision for. 1. At any general, spe
cial, town or village election, any party committee or independent 
body whose candidates are upon the ballot, and at any primary 
election, any two or more candidates and any political committee 
may have for each election district three watchers at anyone time, 
not more than one of whom may be within the guard rail at any 
one time. Watchers shall be appointed by the chairman of any 
such party committee or independent body or by the candidates. 

2. Watchers may be present at the polling place at least fifteen 
minutes before the unlocking and examination of any voting ma
chine or ballot box at the opening of the polls, until after the 
signing of the inspectors' returns and proclamation of the result. 

3. The appointment of watchers for any election shall be by a 
certificate in writing issued by the chairman or secretary of the 
political party or independent body, or the candidates. Such cer
tificate shall be delivered to an inspector at the election district. 

4. Each watcher must be a qualified voter of the city or county 
in which he is to serve. 

§ 8-502. Challenges; generally. Before his vote is cast at 
an election any person may be challenged as to his right to vote, 
or his right to vote by absentee, military, special federal or special 
presidential ballot. Such challenge may be made by an inspector 
or clerk, by any duly appointed watcher, or by any registered voter 
properly in the polling place. An inspector shall challenge every 
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person offering to vote, whom he shall know or suspect is not 
entitled to vote in the district, and every person whose name 
appears on the list of persons to be challenged on election day 
which is furnished by the board of elections. 

§ 8-504. Challenges; of voter at the polling place. 1. When 
an applicant is challenged, an inspector shall administer to him 
the following oath, which shall be known as "The preliminary 
oath": "You do solemnly swear (or affirm) that you will make true 
answers to such questions as may be put to you concerning your 
qualifications as a voter". If the applicant shall refuse to take such 
oath he shall not be permitted to vote. 

2. If the applicant shall take the preliminary oath, the inspector 
shall ask the applicant such questions as may pertain to the reason 
his right to vote at such election in such district was challenged. 
If any applicant shall refuse to answer fully any questions which 
may be put to him, he shall not be permitted to vote. 

3. After receiving the answers as above specified, of any appli
cant, the board shall, if it believes the applicant to be qualified 
or the challenge is withdrawn, permit him to vote. Otherwise, the 
board shall point out to him the qualifications, if any, in respect 
of which he shall appear deficient. If, after such deficiencies have 
been so indicated, the applicant shall persist in his claim to vote, 
an inspector shall administer to him the following oath, which 
shall be known as "The Qualification Oath": "You do swear (or 
affirm) that you are eighteen years of age, that you are a citizen 
of the United States and that you have been a resident of this 
state, and of this county (of the city of New York) (village) for 
thirty days next preceding this election, that you still reside at 
the same address from which you have been duly registered in 
this election district, that you have not voted at this election, and 
that you do not know of any reason why you are not qualified to 
vote at this election. You do further declare that you are aware 
that it is a crime to make any false statement. That all the 
statements you have made to the board have been true and that 
you understand that a false statement is perjury and you will be 
guilty of a misdemeanor." 

4. If the applicant shall be challenged for the causes stated in 
section three of article two of the constitution of this state, which 
would exclude him from the right to vote, such inspector shall 
administer to him the following additional oath, which shall be 
known as "The Bribery Oath": "You do swear (or affirm) that 
you have not received or offered, do not expect to receive, have 
not paid, offered or promised to payor contributed, offered or 
promised to contribute to another, to be paid or used; any money 
or any other valuable thing as a compensation or reward for the 
giving or withholding of a vote at this election, and have not 
made any promise to influence the giving or withholding of any 
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such vote, and that you have not made, or become directly or 
indirectly interested in any bet or wager depending upon the result 
of this election." 

5. If the applicant shall be challenged on the ground of having 
been convicted of a felony, such inspector shall administer to him 
the following additional oath, which shall be known as "The 
Conviction Oath": "You do swear (or affirm) that you have not 
been convicted of any felony, or if so convicted, that you have 
been pardoned, or restored to all the rights of a citizen, or the 
maximum term of imprisonment to which you were sentenced has 
expired, or you have been discharged from parole or your sentence 
has been suspended." 

6. If the applicant shall be challenged on the ground of having 
been adjudged incompetent, such inspector shall administer to him 
the following additional oath, which shall be known as "The 
Incompetency Oath": "You do swear (or affirm) that you have not 
been adjudged incompetent by order of competent judicial au
thority, or if so adjudged, that you have since been adjudged 
competent which fully warrants your right to vote." 

7. If any person shall refuse to take any oath so tendered he 
shall not be permitted to vote, but if he shall take the oath or 
oaths tendered to him he shall be permitted to vote. 

8. The inspectors shall enter the challenge date in the space 
reserved therefor on the back of the voter's registration poll record 
and shall make a record of each challenge on the challenge report 
as required herein. Where registration poll records are not being 
used, the inspectors shall in the remarks column for the election 
opposite the name of the voter enter a note of the challenge and 
shall make a record of each challenge on the challenge report. 

§ 8-506. Challenges; absentee, military, special federal and 
special presidential ballots. 1. During the examination of ab
sentee, military, special federal and special presidential voters' 
ballot envelopes, any inspector shall, and any watcher or registered 
voter properly in the polling place may, challenge the casting of 
any ballot upon the ground or grounds allowed for challenges 
generally, or that the voter was not entitled to cast an absentee, 
military, special federal or special presidential ballot, or that the 
signature on the ballot envelope does not correspond to the sig
nature on the registration poll record or that the voter died before 
the day of the election. 

2. The board of inspectors forthwith shall proceed to determine 
each challenge. Unless the board by majority vote shall sustain 
the challenge an inspector shall endorse upon the envelope the 
nature of the challenge and the words "not sustained", shall sign 
such endorsement, and shall proceed to cast the ballot as provided 
herein. Should the board, by majority vote, sustain such challenge, 
the reason and the word "sustained" shall be similarly endorsed 
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upon the envelope and an inspector shall sign such endorsement. 
The envelope shall not be opened and such envelope shall be 
returned unopened to the board of elections. If a challenge is 
sustained after the ballot has been removed from the envelope, 
but before it has been deposited in the ballot box, such ballot 
shall be rejected without being unfolded or inspected and shall be 
returned to the envelope. The board shall immediately enter the 
reason for sustaining the challenge on such envelope and an 
inspector shall sign such endorsement. 

3. If the board of inspectors determines by majority vote that 
it lacks sufficient knowledge and information to determine the 
validity of a challenge, the inspectors shall endorse upon the ballot 
envelope the words "unable to determine", enter the reason for 
the challenge in the appropriate section of the challenge report 
and return the envelope unopened to the board of elections. Such 
ballots shall be cast and canvassed pursuant to the provisions of 
section 9-209 of this chapter. 

§ 8-508. Challenge report; preparation of. 1. The board 
of elections shall furnish to the board of inspectors of election in 
each election district on each election day a challenge report. Such 
report shall be divided into six sections and shall contain the 
following information and space to insert the information herein 
required. 

2. (a) In the first section of such report the board of elections 
shall alphabetically list the names, residence addresses and reg
istration serial numbers of all persons whose names appear upon 
the most recently published list of voters for such district but 
whose registrations have been cancelled prior to such election. If 
there are no names in the first section, the board of elections 
shall enter the words "No Cancellations" across the space reserved 
for such names. The form shall contain an instruction that these 
people shall not be allowed to vote except by court order or on a 
paper ballot which is inserted in an affidavit envelope. 

(b) In the second section of such report the board of elections 
shall alphabetically list the names, residence addresses and reg
istration serial numbers of all registrants against whom investi
gation and cancellation proceedings shall have been commenced 
but not completed. If there are no names in the second section 
the board shall enter the words "No Challenges" across the space 
reserved for such names. [In lieu of preparing section two of the 
challenge report, the board may place next to the name of each 
such registrant on the computer generated registration list, a clear 
and distinct indication that such registrant is to be challenged, 
the alphabetically or numerically coded reason for such challenge 
and a place for the inspectors of election to record the information 
they are required to enter in such section two. 
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(c) In the third section of such report the board of elections 
shall alphabetically list the names of women who have received 
licenses to marry but who have not heretofore voted under their 
married names, and the names of persons whose names have been 
legally changed, based on information received by it. Such names 
shall be arranged alphabetically in the order of the surnames under 
which such persons are registered. The name of each woman 
licensed to marry shall be followed in parentheses by the surname 
of the man she has been licensed to marry. The name of each 
person whose name has been legally changed otherwise than by 
marriage shall be followed in parentheses by his full name as so 
changed. If there are no names in the third section, the board of 
elections shall enter the words "No Name Changes" across the 
space reserved for such names. 

(d)] Such report form shall also contain spaces in which the 
board of inspectors of election shall state whether or not each 
such person named in such report voted. Such spaces shall be 
divided for such purpose with columns headed by the following 
titles: Voted by court order; No appearance; Voted without chal
lenge; Voted after challenge; Challenged and did not vote; Voted 
by affidavit ballot!; Voted under changed name; Voted under old 
name. 

(e)]. Opposite each name the board of elections shall summarize 
the reason for including the name on such report. Such reason 
may be alphabetically or numerically coded. The explanation of 
such code shall be printed on such report. In lieu of preparing 
section two of such report, the board may place next to the name 
of each such registrant on the computer generated registration list, 
a clear and distinct indication that such registrant is to be challenged, 
the a/phabeticaUy or numericaUy coded reason for such challenge 
and a place for the inspectors of election to record the information 
which they are required to enter in such section two, or provide 
at the end of such computer generated registration list, a place for 
the inspectors to enter such information. 

(c) The third section of such report shall be reserved for the 
inspectors of election to enter the name, address and registration 
serial number of each person wha cliams a change in name together 
with the new name of each such person. In lieu of preparing section 
three of the challenge list, the board of elections may provide, next 
to the name of each voter on the computer generated registration 
list, a place for the inspectors of electian to record the information 
required to be entered in such section three, or provide at the end 
of such computer generated registration list, a place for the inspectors 
of election to enter such information. 

!(f)](d) The fourth section of such report shall be reserved for 
the board of inspectors to enter the name, address and registration 

[Matter in italics is new; matter in brackets [ ] is old law to be omitted.] 

212 



Art. 8 CONDUCT OF ELECTIONS § 8-508 

serial number of each person, other than a person listed in the 
first[,] or second [or third] section, who is challenged on the day 
of election, together with the reason for the challenge. If no voters 
are challenged, the board of inspectors shall enter the words "No 
Challenges" across the space reserved for such names. In lieu of 
preparing section four of the challenge report, the board of elections 
may provide, next to the name of each voter on the computer 
generated registration list, a place for the inspectors of election 
to record the information required to be entered in such section 
four or provide at the end of such computer generated registration 
list, a place for the inspectors of election to enter such information. 

[(g) lee) The fifth section of such report shall be reserved for the 
board of inspectors to enter the name, address and registration 
serial number of each voter given assistance, together with the 
reason the voter was allowed assistance, the name of the person 
giving such assistance and his address if not an inspector. If no 
voters are given assistance, the board of inspectors shall enter the 
words "No Assistance" across the space reserved for such names. 
In lieu of providing section five of the challenge report, the board 
of elections may provide, next to the name of each voter on the 
computer generated registration list, a place for the inspectors of 
election to record the information required to be entered in such 
section five or provide at the end of such computer generated 
registration list, a place for the inspectors of election to enter such 
information. 

[(h)] (f)The sixth section of such report shall be reserved for 
the board of inspectors to enter the name, address and registration 
serial number of each person who was permitted to vote pursuant 
to a court order, or to vote on a paper ballot which was inserted 
in an affidavit envelope, although his registration poll record was 
missing. If there are no such names, such board shall enter the 
word "None" across the space provided for such names In lieu of 
providing section six of such report, the board of elections may 
provide, next to the name of each voter on the computer generated 
registration list, a place for the inspectors of election to record the 
information required to be entered in such section six, or provide 
at the end of the computer generated registration list, a place for 
the inspectors of election to enter such information. 

[(i) leg) At the foot of such report and at the end of any such 
computer generated registration list shall be printed a certificate 
that such report contains the names of all persons who were 
challenged on the day of election, and that each voter so reported 
as having been challenged took the oaths as required, that such 
report contains the names of all voters to whom such board gave 
or allowed assistance and lists the nature of the disability which 
required such assistance to be given and the names and family 
relationship, if any, to the voter of the persons by whom such 

[Matter in italics is new; matter in brackets [ ) is old law to be omitted.] 
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assistance was rendered; that each such assisted voter informed 
such board under oath that he required such assistance and that 
each person rendering such assistance took the required oath; that 
such report contains the names of all voters who were permitted 
to vote although their registration poll records were missing; that 
the entries made by such board are a true and accurate record of 
its proceedings with respect to the persons named in such report. 

[(j) j(h) Upon the return of such report and lists to the board 
of elections, it shall complete the investigation of voting qualifi
cations of all persons named in the second and fourth sections 
thereof or for whom entries were placed on such computer generated 
registration lists in lieu of the preparation of the second and fourth 
sections of the challenge report, and shall forthwith proceed to 
cancel the registration of any person who, as noted upon such 
report, was challenged at such election and refused either to take 
a challenge oath or to answer any challenge question. 

[(k) j(i) The state board of elections shall prescribe a form of 
challenge report for use pursuant to the provisions of this section. 
Such form may require the insertion of such other information 
as the state board shall deem appropriate. 

[Section amended by cbep. 89, Laws of 1992.J 

§ 8-510. Challenge report; completion of and closing of 
registration poll ledgers. 1. Immediately after the close of the 
polls the board of inspectors of election shall verify the entries 
which it has made on the challenge report or at the end of the 
computer generated registration list by comparing such entries with 
the information appearing on the registration poU records of the 
affected voters or the information appearing next to the names of 
such voters on the computer generated registration list. If it has 
made no entries in section four, five or six of such report it shall 
write across such section the words "No challenges", "No assist
ance" or "None", as the case may be, as directed in this chapter. 

2. After completing such report the inspectors shall sign the 
certificate at the end of such report. 

3. The inspectors shall place such completed report, and each 
court order, if any, directing that a person be permitted to vote, 
inside a ledger of registration records or computer generated reg
istration lists between the front cover, and the first registration 
record and then shall close and seal each ledger of registration 
records or computer generated registration lists, affix their signature 
to the seal, lock such ledger in the carrying case furnished for 
that purpose and enclose the keys in a sealed package or seal such 
list in the envelope provided for that purpose. 

[Subd. 1 amended by cbep. 89, Laws of 1992. J 

[Matter in itaiics is new; matter in brackets [ ] is old law to be omitted.] 
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ARTICLE 9 

CANVASS OF RESULTS 

§ 9-102 

Title 1. Canvass at polling places. 
II. Canvass by board of elections. 

TITLE I 

CANVASS AT POLLING PLACES 

Section 9-100. Canvass; required. 
9-102. Canvass; general provisions for. 
9-104. Casting of ballot; absentee. military. special fed-

eral and special presidential ballots. 
9-106. Paper ballots. accounting for number used. 
9-108. Canvass; ballots. verifying number cast. 
9-110. Canvass; ballots; method of. 
9-112. Canvass ballots; validity of ballot. 
9-114. Counting ballots; objections to. 
9-11S. Tallying ballots; generally. 
9-120. Returns of canvass; generally. 
9-122. Proclamation of result. 
9-124. Returns of canvass; procedure after. 
9-126. Return of canvass; delivery of results to police 

and unofficial tally of election results. 
9-128. Canvass; return of. 

§ 9-100. Canvass; required. At the close of the polls the 
inspectors of election shall. in the order set forth herein. lock the 
machine against voting. account for the paper ballots. canvass the 
machine. cast and canvass all the ballots. canvass and ascertain 
the total vote and they shall not adjourn until the canvass be 
fully completed. 

§ 9-102. Canvass; general provisions for. 1. As soon as 
the polls of the election are closed. the inspectors of election 
thereat shall. in the order set forth herein; a.) lock the voting 
machine against voting; b.) sign a certificate stating the number 
of voters as shown on the public counters. the number on the 
seal. the number registered on the protective counter. and that 
the voting machine is closed and locked; c.) account for the paper 
ballots used. if any; d.) canvass the machine vote; e.) cast and 
canvass all the ballots. 

2. (a) The inspectors shall canvass the machine vote by opening 
the counting compartments in the presence of the watchers and 
all other persons who may be lawfully within the polling place. 
giving full view of all the counter numbers. The chairman of the 
board of inspectors shall. under the scrutiny of an inspector of a 
different political party. in the order of the offices as their titles 
are arranged on the machine. read and announce in distinct tones 
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the designating number and letter on each counter, the result as 
shown by the counter number, and then shall read the votes 
recorded for each office on the write-in ballots. He shall also in 
the same manner announce the vote on each ballot proposal. The 
vote as registered shall be entered on the returns of canvass in 
ink, by an inspector, other than the chairman, under the scrutiny 
of an inspector of a different political party, in the space which 
has the same designating number and letter, after which the figures 
shall be verified by being called off in the same manner from the 
counters of the machine by an inspector of opposite political faith 
from the chairman. The return of canvass, which shall show the 
total number of votes cast for each office, the number of votes 
cast for each candidate, as shown on his counter and the number 
of votes for persons not nominated shall then be filled out. Such 
return shall be signed by each inspector. The counter compartment 
of the voting machine shall remain open until the official returns 
and all other reports have been fully completed and verified by 
the board of inspectors. 

(h) If the machine is provided with a device for printing or 
photographing candidate and amendment counters, the printed or 
photographic record produced by the machine shall be the official 
return of the canvass and the result of the votes as shown thereon 
shall be proclaimed in the same manner as herein provided and 
ample opportunity shall be given to any person lawfully present 
to inspect such printed or photographic record. A printed or 
photographic record produced by such machine shall include a 
certificate which the inspectors shall sign, stating that the machine 
has been locked against voting and sealed; the number of voters 
as shown on the public counter; the number on the seal; and the 
number on the protective counter. 

(c) If the machine is provided with a removable electronic or 
computerized device which records the total of the votes cast on 
such machine, such device shall be removed from the machine 
after copies of the printed record, sufficient to meet the require
ments of this chapter and the regulations of the board of elections, 
have been produced. After the device is removed from the machine, 
the inspectors shall sign their names in the place provided on the 
seal on the outside of such device and then place such device in 
the envelope or other container provided for its return to the 
board of elections. 

3. (a) During the canvass time any candidate or duly accredited 
watcher who may desire to be present shall be admitted to the 
polling place. The proclamation of the result of the votes cast 
shall be deliberately announced in a distinct voice by the chairman 
of the board of inspectors who shall read the name of each 
candidate, with the designating number and letter of his counter, 
and the vote registered on such counter; also the vote cast for 
and against each ballot proposal. During such proclamation ample 
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opportunity shall be given to any person lawfully present to com
pare the results so announced with the counter dials of the machine 
or the numbers on the printed or photographic record and any 
necessary corrections shall then and there be made by the board, 
after which the doors of the voting machine shall be closed and 
locked. The first copy of the printed record for each voting machine 
which does not have counters shall be posted on the wall of the 
polling place forthwith provided however, that if only one copy 
of such printed record can be printed by any such machine at 
any election, such copy shall be used in preparation of the state
ment of returns required by this title. Before adjourning, the board 
shall, with the seal provided therefore, so seal the operating lever 
of the machine that the voting and counting mechanism will be 
prevented from operation. 

(b) Paper ballots and emergency ballots cast during voting ma
chine breakdowns which have been voted shall then be canvassed 
and tallied, the vote thereon for each candidate and ballot proposal, 
announced and added to the vote as recorded on the return of 
canvass. 

(c) Absentee and military, special federal, and special presiden
tial ballots shall then be canvassed and tallied, the vote thereon 
for each candidate announced and added to the vote as recorded 
on the statement of canvass and a final proclamation made as to 
the total vote received by each candidate and ballot proposal. 

(d) At a primary election, the ballots of the parties represented 
on the board of inspectors shall be canvassed before the ballots 
of other parties are canvassed. 

4. All types of ballots, enclosed in properly sealed envelopes 
respectively, and properly endorsed shall be filed with the original 
return of canvass. 

5. The inspector filing the returns shall deliver to the board or 
officer from whom received, the keys of the voting machine, 
enclosed in a sealed envelope having indorsed thereon a certificate 
of the inspectors stating the number of the machine, the election 
district, ward or assembly district where it has been used, the 
number on the seal and the number on the protective counter. 

6. The room in which such canvass is made shall be clearly 
lighted, ingress and egress through the main entrance thereto shall 
be freely permitted, and such canvass shall be made in plain view 
of those entitled to be present. The ballots shall at all times be 
kept on top of the table and in plain view of all persons entitled 
to examine them, until they have been tied into bundles as else
where provided. If requested by any person entitled to be present 
the inspectors shall, during the canvass of any ballots, exhibit to 
him the ballot then being canvassed, fully opened and in such a 
condition that he may fully and carefully read and examine it, 
but no inspector shall allow any ballot to be taken from his hand 
or to be touched by any person but an inspector. 
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§ 9-104. Casting of ballot; absentee, military, special fed
eral and special presidential ballots. 1. (a) Before opening 
the ballot box, or canvassing the paper ballots, any absentee, 
military, special federal or special presidential voters' ballot en
velopes received at the polling place shall be examined by the 
inspectors. 

(b) If a person whose name is on an envelope as a voter bas 
already voted in person at such election, or if his name and 
residence as stated on the envelope are not on a registration poll 
record, or the computer generated list of registered voters or the 
list of special presidential voters, or if there is no name on the 
envelope, or if the envelope is not sealed, such envelope shall be 
laid aside unopened and returned unopened to the board of elections 
with the other returns of the election. 

(c) If there is more than one ballot envelope executed by the 
same voter, the one bearing the earlier date of execution shall be 
accepted and the other rejected. If it cannot be determined which 
envelope bears the earlier date, then all such envelopes shall be 
rejected. 

(d) If such person is found to be registered and has not voted 
in person, an inspector shall compare the signature, if any, on 
each envelope with the signature, if any, on the registration poll 
record, or the computer generated list of registered voters or the 
list of special presidential voters, of the person of the same name 
who registered from the same address. If the signatures are found 
to correspond, such inspector shall certify thereto by signing his 
initials in the "Inspector's Initials" column on the last blank line 
of the spaces reserved for the voter's signature on the back of his 
registration poll record, or on the computer generated list of 
registered voters or in the "remarks" column as appropriate. 

(e) If such person is found to be registered and bas not voted 
in person, and if no challenge is made, or if a challenge made is 
not sustained, the envelope shall be opened, the ballot or ballots 
withdrawn without unfolding, and the ballot or ballots and stubs, 
if any, deposited in the proper ballot box or boxes, or envelopes, 
provided however that, in the case of a primary election, the stub, 
if any, shall be removed and the ballot and stub, if any, deposited 
in the box only if the ballot is of the party with which the voter 
is enrolled according to the entry on the back of his registration 
poll record or next to his name on the computer generated reg
istration list; if not, the ballot shall be rejected without inspection 
or unfolding and shall be returned to the envelope which shall be 
endorsed "not enrolled" and returned to the board of elections 
with the unopened envelopes, if any. At the time of the deposit 
of such ballot or ballots in the box or envelopes, the inspectors 
shall enter the words "absentee vote" or "military vote" in the 
space reserved for the voter's signature on the aforesaid last blank 
line or list or in the "remarks" column as appropriate, and shall 
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enter the year and month of the election on the same line in the 
spaces provided therefor. 

2. As each envelope is opened, if one or more of the different 
kinds of ballots to be voted at the election are not found therein, 
the clerks, or inspectors, shall make a memorandum showing what 
ballot or ballots are missing. If a ballot envelope shall contain 
more than one ballot for the same offices, all the ballots in such 
envelope shall be rejected. When the casting of such ballots shall 
have been completed the clerks or inspectors shall ascertain the 
number of such ballots of each kind which have been deposited 
in the ballot box by deducting from the number of envelopes 
opened the number of missing ballots, and shall make a return 
thereof in duplicate. The number of absentee voters' ballots de
posited in the ballot box shall be added to the number of other 
ballots deposited in the ballot box, in order to determine the 
number of all ballots of each kind to be accounted for in the ballot 
box. 

§ 9-106. Paper ballots; accounting for number used. At 
the close of the polls and before any boxes or envelope containing 
voted ballots are opened, the clerks, or if there be no clerks, two 
inspectors representing different parties designated by the chair
man, shall make up in duplicate in ink the ballot returns, which 
shall account for all of the paper ballots furnished to the election 
district, except the absentee, military and special presidential bal
lots accounted for pursuant hereto. They shall count and verify 
the number of each kind of unused ballots and enter it upon the 
ballot returns. They shall then open the box or envelope, for ballots 
cancelled before delivery and spoiled and returned by voters, sep
arate them into their several kinds, count all ballots of each kind 
and enter the several results upon the ballot returns. They shall 
make the additions and subtractions called for by the returns and 
prove their figures. If adhesive pasters have been used for any 
office or party position, the return for the ballots for which the 
pasters were supplied shall contain a memorandum showing the 
number of pasters received, the number affixed to ballots and the 
number unused and returned. Such clerks Or inspectors shall then 
tie securely in a separate package each kind of ballot and each 
kind of stub, counted as above provided, and shall plainly label, 
seal and return the same to the box from which it was taken, and 
securely lock and seal the box. Such clerks or inspectors shall also 
securely tie all unused ballots in a sealed package. They shall also 
enter on the ballot return, the number of emergency ballots, if 
any, delivered to voters. They shall then sign such ballot returns. 

§ 9-108. Canvass; ballots, verifying number cast. 1. The 
board of inspectors, at the beginning of the canvass, shall count 
the ballots found in each ballot box without unfolding them, except 
so far as to ascertain that each ballot is single, and shall compare 
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the number of ballots found in each box with the number shown 
by the registration poll records, and the ballot returns to have 
been deposited therein. 

2. If the ballots found in any box shall be more than the number 
of ballots so shown to have been deposited therein, such ballots 
shall all be replaced, without being unfolded, in the box from 
which they were taken, and shall be throughly mingled therein, 
and one of the inspectors shall, with his back to the box, publicly 
draw out as many ballots as shall be equal to such excess and, 
without unfolding them forthwith shall enclose them in an envelope 
which he shall then and there seal and endorse "excess ballots 
from the box for ballots for the general election, presidential 
electors, or party ballots or otherwise", as the case may be, and 
shall sign his name thereto, and place such envelope in the box 
for defective or spoiled ballots. 

3. If two or more ballots shall be found in a ballot box so folded 
together as to present the appearance of a single ballot, and if 
the whole number of ballots in such box exceeds the whole number 
of ballots so shown to have been deposited therein, those ballots, 
or enough of them to reduce the ballots to the proper number, 
selected without examination of any voting mark thereon, shall 
be similarly removed as excess ballots. 

4. If, however, there lawfully be more than one ballot box for 
the reception of ballots, no ballot found in the wrong ballot box 
shall for that reason be rejected, but it shall be placed in its proper 
box by the inspectors upon the count of the ballots before the 
canvass, and counted in the same manner as if it was found in 
the proper ballot box, if such ballot shall not, together with the 
ballots found in the proper ballot box, make a total of more ballots 
than are shown to have been deposited in such box. 

5. No ballot that is not an official ballot prepared for the election 
shall be counted except for those ballots voted in accordance with 
the provisions for emergency ballots. 

§ 9-110. Canvass; ballots; method of. The method of can
vassing ballots other than ballots upon ballot proposals shall be 
as follows: The inspectors shall unfold each ballot of the kind 
then to be canvassed and shall place all such ballots upon the 
table in one pile face down. The chairman then shall take up each 
ballot in order, tum it face up and announce loudly and distinctly 
the vote registered on each section, in the order of the sections 
upon the ballot, or that the ballot is void or the section blank, 
as the case may be. If more than one person is to be elected to 
the same office or party position the chairman, if the ballot is 
void or the ballot or section is wholly blank, shall announce as 
many void or blank votes as there are persons to be elected to 
the office or party position. On a primary ballot a "section," as 
the term is used above, shall mean the space occupied by the title 
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of an office or party position, names of candidates therefore and 
the voting squares therewith. The canvass of each ballot must be 
completed before the next ballot is taken up except that in can
vassing the ballots at a general election in an even numbered year 
the votes upon the first section of each ballot shall be canvassed 
first, and when the canvass of such section on each such ballot 
is completed the ballot shall be placed in a new pile. When the 
tallies of the votes on the first section of all such ballots are 
proven, and the results announced, the inspectors' returns of the 
vote thereon shall be filled out. The remaining sections of each 
such ballot shall then be canvassed, the canvass of each ballot to 
be completed before the next ballot is taken up. 

§ 9-112. Canvass ballots; validity of ballot. 1. The whole 
ballot is void if the voter (a) does any act extrinsic to the ballot 
such as enclosing any paper or other article in the folded ballot 
or (b) defaces or tears the ballot except that a ballot card which 
is in perforated sections shall not be void because it has been 
separated into sections or (c) makes any erasure thereon or (d) 
makes any mark thereon other than a cross X mark or a check 
" mark in a voting square, or filling in the voting square, or 
punching a hole in the voting square of a ballot intended to be 
counted by machine or (e) writes, other than in the space provided, 
a name for the purpose of voting; except that an erasure or a 
mark other than a valid mark made in a voting square shall not 
make the ballot void, but shall render it blank as to the office, 
party position or ballot proposal in connection with which it is 
made. No ballot shall be declared void or partially blank because 
a mark thereon is irregular in form. The term "voting square" 
shall include the voting space provided for a voter to mark his 
vote for a candidate or ballot proposal. 

2. A cross X mark or a check v mark, made by the voter, in 
a voting square at the left of a candidate's name, or the voter's 
filling in such voting square, or punching a hole in the voting 
square of a ballot intended to be counted by machine, shall be 
counted as a vote for such candidate. 

3. A vote shall be counted for a person whose name is written 
in under the title of an office or party position only if such name 
is written by the voter upon the ballot in the proper space provided 
therefor and only if such name is not printed under the title of 
such office or position. A voting mark before or after such written 
in name shall not invalidate the vote. 

4. If, in the case of a candidate whose name appears on the 
ballot more than once for the same office, the voter shall make a 
cross X mark or a check v mark in each of two or more voting 
squares before the candidate's name, or fill in such voting squares 
or punch out the hole in two or more voting squares of a ballot 
intended to be counted by machine, only the first vote shall be 
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counted for such candidste. If such vote was cast for the office 
of governor, such vote shall not be recorded in the tally sheet or 
returns in a separate place on the tally sheet as a vote not for 
any particular party or independent body. 

5. If a voter makes a cross X mark or a check " mark in a 
voting square following the word "Yes" or the word "No", before 
a ballot proposal, or fills in such square, or punches out the hole 
in a voting square of a ballot intended to be counted by machine, 
such mark shall be counted in the affirmative or negative, as so 
indicated. 

6. If the voter marks more names than there are persons to be 
elected or nominated for an office, or elected to a party position, 
or makes a mark in a place or manner not herein provided for, 
or if for any reason it is impossible to determine the voter's choice 
of a candidste or candidstes for an office or party position or his 
vote upon a ballot proposal, his vote shall not be counted for such 
office as position or upon the ballot proposal, but shall be returned 
as a blank vote thereon. 

§ 9-114. Counting ballots; objections to. 1. If objections 
be made to the counting of any ballot or as to any section of any 
such ballot, the board of inspectors shall forthwith and before 
canvassing any other ballot or section thereof, rule upon the 
objection. If the objection be continued after this ruling, the 
chairman shall write in ink upon the back of the ballot a mem
orandum of the ruling and objection. The memorandum of the 
ruling shall be in the words "Counted void", or "Counted blank", 
or "Counted for (naming the candidste or candidstes or the pres
idential ticket)", or, in the case of a ballot proposal "Counted for 
Proposal No ........ ," or "Counted against Proposal No ........ ", 
as the case may be. The memorandum of the objection shall be 
in the words "Objected to", followed by a brief statement of the 
nature of the objection, the name and address of the challenger 
and the signature of the chairman. 

2. Any ballot to which objection is not taken but which is wholly 
blank or is void shall be indorsed in ink by the chairman of the 
board of inspectors with the words "Wholly blank" or "Void", as 
the case may be, and signed by the chairman. 

3. When all the ballots of anyone kind shall have been can
vassed, the inspectors shall ascertain the total number of wholly 
blank and void ballots and the number of ballots as to which any 
objection was taken and shall enter such numbers in the place 
provided therefor in the inspectors' returns of such canvass. 

§ 9-116. Tallying ballots; generally. 1. As each vote for 
any office or position, or upon any ballot proposal, is announced, 
a clerk, or, if there be no clerks, an inspector, under the scrutiny 
of a clerk or inspector of opposite political faith immediately shall 
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tally it in black ink, with a downward stroke from right to left 
upon the official tally sheet. Each such clerk or inspector, as he 
tallies a vote, shall announce clearly the name of the person for 
whom he tallies it, or that he tallies the vote blank or void as 
the case may be, or, in the case of a ballot proposal, that he tallies 
the vote "yes" or "no". When the name of a person voted for is 
not printed on the tally sheet, such clerks or inspectors shall write 
it in full thereon in ink in the place provided therefor. 

2. When all the votes upon the same office, position or ballot 
proposal shall have been canvassed the tally thereof shall be verified 
by adding together all the votes tallied thereupon. Whenever the 
total number of votes tallied (including blank and void votes) for 
any office or party position, divided by the number of persons to 
be nominated or elected thereto, or tallied for any ballot proposal, 
does not exactly equal the number of ballots cast (including blank 
and void ballots), a recanvass must be made immediately in order 
to correct the error. 

In applying this section to a primary election the term "ballots" 
means the ballots of the party whose tallied votes for an office or 
party position are counted as above provided. Upon a recanvass 
the clerks or inspectors must keep the tally in ink from left to 
right across the previous tally marks. 

3. When the errors if any have been corrected such clerks or 
inspectors shall indicate the last tally opposite each name by 
forthwith drawing in ink a long horizontal line immediately after 
the last tally mark opposite such name. Such tally sheets having 
thus been prepared, verified and closed, such clerks or inspectors 
shall sign their initials on each sheet, in any blank space thereof. 

[Sect. 9-118 REPEALED by chap. 13. Laws of 19S5.) 

§ 9-120. Returns of canvass; generally. 1. Upon complet
ing the canvass, the inspectors shall prepare their returns of the 
canvass. They shall use therefor the printed form supplied to them 
and, at an election which was not conducted on a voting machine 
which produces a printed or photographic record, they shall care
fully insert thereon, in ink, the appropriate names, words and 
figures according to the directions printed in the form provided 
by this chapter. The printed or photographic record produced by 
the voting machine and the tally sheets for any office, party position 
or ballot proposal, if separate from the statement of return, shall 
be securely attached by the chairman to such statement of returns. 
A printed or photographic record or a tally sheet, when so annexed, 
or forming part of the same paper as the return, shall be treated 
as part of the return. The inspectors, and clerks, if any, shall 
subscribe in ink the certificate at the end of the set of returns. 
Each set of returns shall be securely sealed in an envelope properly 
endorsed on the outside by the inspectors.At an election at which 
voting machines are not used, the ballot boxes, if any, supplied 
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by the board of elections, may when securely locked be used instead 
of sealed envelopes. 

2. The form for the return or returns of the canvass shall be 
printed in a form approved by the state board of elections. 

§ 9-122. Proclamation of result. Upon the completion of 
the canvass and of the returns of the canvass, the chairman of 
the board of inspectors shall make public oral proclamation of the 
whole number of votes cast at the election at the polling place 
for all candidates for each office, or, if it be a primary election, 
the whole number of party votes of each party so cast for all 
candidates for each office or party position; upon each ballot 
proposal, if any; the whole number of votes given for each person, 
with the title of the office or party position for which he was 
named on the ballot; and the whole number of votes given, re
spectively, for and against each such ballot proposal, if any. 

§ 9-124. Returns of canvass, procedure after. 1. After the 
returns of the canvass are made out and signed, the inspectors 
shall enclose the protested, void and wholly blank ballots and the 
ballots cast by persons whose registration poll records are not in 
the ledger or whose names are /Wt on the computer generated 
registration list in a separate sealed envelope or envelopes and 
endorsed thereon a certificate signed by each of them stating the 
number of the district and the number of ballots contained in 
such envelope or envelopes. The inspectors shall then tie up and 
seal the other voted ballots and return them to the ballot box 
which contained them and securely lock and seal the box, except 
that at elections in which voting machines are used, absentee and 
military, special federal, special presidential and emergency ballots 
and stubs, if any, shall be sealed in the envelope or envelopes 
provided therefor. 

2. Each box or envelope containing the ballots and stubs, if 
any, shall be deposited by an inspector designated for that purpose 
with the officer or board from whom or which the board of 
inspectors received it, together with the separate sealed package 
of unused ballots. In the city of New York, every box or envelope 
containing any ballots or stubs and the package of unused ballots 
shall be delivered at the polling place, at the conclusion of the 
canvass, to the police or peace officer, who shall deposit them 
with the board of elections. 

3. The books, returns and other papers enumerated below shall 
be disposed of as follows, except as otherwise provided: 

(a) In a city or town, except the city of New York and in a 
village in which elections are conducted by the board of elections, 
the registration poll records or computer generated registration 

[Matter in italics is new.] 
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lists, the returns with tally sheets annexed, the absentee and 
military, special federal, special presidential and emergency ballots, 
stubs and ballot envelopes, the challenge records and the package 
of protested, void and wholly blank ballots shall be filed with the 
board of elections, and the flag shall be returned to it. 

(b) Records and supplies to be filed with a city, town or village 
clerk shall be so filed or delivered immediately after the completion 
of the returns of the canvass, by an inspector designated by the 
board of inspectors. Returns, papers and registration poll records 
or computer generated registration lists to be filed with the board 
of elections shall be so filed by the chairman of the board of 
inspectors within twenty-four hours after the completion of such 
returns. The person receiving such returns in the board of elections 
shall give to the person delivering the returns a receipt stating 
therein the date and hour of delivery, the name of the person 
making the delivery, and to whom said returns were delivered and 
shall keep a duplicate of said receipt on file in the office of the 
board of elections. 

(c) The county legislative body of any county in the state except 
the counties comprising the city of New York may, by a resolution, 
ordinance or act as required, provide that all returns, papers, 
registration poll records or computer generated registration lists, 
books, records, documents, and other election supplies and ma
terials shall be filed by the chairman of the board of inspectors 
of elections in a city or town and in a village in which elections 
are conducted by the board of elections. with the city. town or 
village clerk of such city, town or village in the county within 
eighteen hours after the closing of the polls at any primary, general, 
special or village election and the city. town or village clerk upon 
receiving such returns, papers, registers or lists. books. records, 
documents, and other election supplies and materials shall give to 
the person making the delivery. a receipt stating therein the date 
and hour of the delivery and the name of such person. Within 
twenty-four hours after the closing of the polls at any primary, 
general. special or village election the city, town or village clerk 
shall file all returns. papers. registration poll records or computer 
generated registration lists, books, records, documents and other 
election supplies and materials filed with him by the inspectors 
of the election districts of the city, town or village. with the board 
of elections of the county and the board of elections shall give to 
the city, town or village clerk a receipt therefor stating therein 
the date and hour of the delivery and the name of the person 
making the delivery and to whom it was made. and shall keep a 
duplicate of said receipt on file in the office of the board of 
elections. 

(d) In the city of New York the board of inspectors, shall deliver 
to the police or peace officer at the polling place the registration 

[Matter in italics is new.] 
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poll records, challenge report, records, keys, the flag, other election 
supplies, the returns of the canvass and the absentee and military, 
special federal, special presidential and emergency ballots, stubs 
and ballot envelopes. The police or peace officer shall file the 
returns, the package of void, protested and wholly blank ballots, 
if any, and the absentee and military, special federal, special 
presidential and emergency ballots, stubs and ballot envelopes, if 
any, within twenty-four hours after the close of the polls, in the 
office of the board of elections or its branch office within the 
borough, as the case may be. 

[Section amended by chap. 91, Law. of 1992.J 

§ 9-126. Return of canvass; delivery of results to police 
and unofficial tally of election results_ 1. In an election dis
trict of a city and of the county of Nassau, the chairman of the 
board of inspectors, upon the completion of the return of canvass, 
and the announcement thereof in a primary or general election, 
shall deliver to the police officer on duty at the polling place a 
statement signed by the board of inspectors stating the number 
of votes received by each person voted for and the number of 
votes cast for and the number of votes cast against each ballot 
proposal. Such officer forthwith shall convey the statement to the 
stationhouse of the police precinct in which such place of canvass 
is located, and shall deliver it inviolate to the officer in command 
thereof, who shall immediately transmit by telegraph, telephone 
or messenger, the contents of such statement to the officer com
manding the police department of such city or county who shall 
immediately make the contents of such statement available for 
the press. In the city of New York and the county of Nassau the 
chairman of the board of inspectors in each election district shall 
make two copies of the statement hereinbefore provided for, which 
shall be taken to the police station, whence one such copy shall 
be transmitted without delay to police headquarters, or such other 
location as may be designated by the officer commanding the police 
department, where it shall be made immediately available to the 
press for purposes of tabulation. The other copy shall be trans
mitted within twenty-four hours to the board of elections. All 
statements made pursuant to this section shall be preserved for 
six months by the police and shall be presumptive evidence of the 
result of such canvass. 

2. (a) In an election district outside of a city, except in the 
county of Nassau, the chairman of the board of inspectors, upon 
completion of the return of canvass and the announcement thereof, 
in a general or primary election, shall immediately communicate 
such results by telephone, or delivery, to the county board of 
elections. Such results shall include the number of votes received 
by each person voted for and the number of votes cast for and 
against each ballot proposal. 
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(b) The county hoard of elections shall remain open after the 
close of the polls and shall receive and tabulate the voting results 
from throughout the county as they are received. The board shall 
post running totals in a public place as the results become known 
to it. 

(c) The results made public pursuant to this section are to be 
released as the unofficial tally and shall not be admissible in 
evidence in any action or proceeding contesting the result of any 
election. 

(d) Any police department of a city outside the city of New 
York and the county of Nassau receiving statements as provided 
in subdivision one of this section shall immediately communicate 
the contents thereof to the county board of elections at a location 
designated by it. In lieu of requiring the delivery of statements 
to the police in cities outside of the city of New York and the 
county of Nassau as provided in subdivision one of this section, 
a county hoard of elections may require the chairman of the hoard 
of inspectors in each election district within such a city to make 
a return of the vote pursuant to the provisions of this subdivision. 

3. (a) The hoard of elections of counties in which voting ma
chines which have removable electronic or computerized devices 
which record the total of the votes cast on such machines are 
used, may establish procedures by which such devices may be used 
after the close of the polls to provide the unofficial tally of results 
required by this section. 

(b) Such procedures may include: the installation, at the hoard 
of elections or at town or city halls, police stations, sheriff's offices 
or other public buildings, of machines which record and transmit 
the totals recorded in such devices to the board of elections or 
directly to a representative of the press; the delivery of the devices 
from the polling places to such locations and the removal of such 
devices, by at least two clerks or other agents of such board of 
elections of opposite political parties, from the containers or en
velopes in which they were sealed at the polling places and the 
insertion of such devices into such machines. 

(c) The hoard of elections shall provide containers, at all such 
locations other than the offices of such board, into which all such 
devices shall be placed by the clerks or other agents of such hoard 
of elections after they are removed from such machines. Such 
containers shall be sealed by such clerks or agents who shall also 
enter on a certificate which shall be printed on each such container, 
the total number of such devices placed in such container and the 
election districts from which such devices came. Such clerks shall 
also sign such certificate in the places provided. 

(d) Such containers shall be delivered to the board of elections 
by the public officials in whose offices such machines were installed 
within twenty-four hours after the closing of the polls and the 
hoard of elections shall give such officials a receipt therefor which 
states therein the date and hour of delivery, the name of the 
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person making the delivery and the name of the person to whom 
such delivery was made. The board of elections shall keep a 
duplicate of such receipt on file at the office of such board. 

(e) The cost of installing such machines at locations other than 
the board of elections and the cost of transmitting the results 
from such machines may be paid by the board of elections or by 
a representative of the press. If such results are transmitted from 
a location other than the board of elections directly to a repre
sentative of the press, such cost shall be paid by such representative 
of the press. 

§ 9-128. Canvass; return of. 1. Returns of the canvass shall 
be printed in a form approved by the state board of elections. 
When voting machines are used the designating number and letter 
on the counter for each candidate shall be printed next to the 
candidate's name on the statements of canvass. The form of such 
return, for a general election, also shall provide for the entry of 
the number of votes for each candidate, or upon each ballot 
proposal, cast by absentee and military, special federal, special 
presidential and emergency ballots, the number of such votes cast 
by machine and the total number of such votes, cast by such 
ballots and by machine together. 

2. One set of returns shall be used, in each such election district. 
Tally sheets shall be provided and used in each district for votes 
on paper, absentee and military, special federal, special presidential 
and emergency ballots cast during voting machine breakdowns, 
and the state board of elections shall devise a form of tally sheet 
to be used for that purpose, with provision for making the tallies 
as to all offices, or all ballot proposals, on one sheet. 

TITLE II 

CANVASS BY BOARD OF ELECTIONS 

Section 9-200. Canvass of primary returns by board of elections; 
notices to delegates; certificates. 

9-202. Canvass of primary returns by state board of 
elections; convention rolls. 

9-204. County boards of canvassers. 
9-206. Canvass of election district returns of general and 

special elections. 
9-208. Provisions of recanvass of vote in every election 

district in the state; procedure in case of dis
crepancy. 

9-209. Canvass of ballots cast by voters with registration 
poll records missing on days of election. 

9-210. Statements of canvass by canvassing boards. 
9-212. Determination by county canvassing boards. 
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9-214. Transmission of statements of canvassing boards 
to state board of elections and secretary of 
state. 

9-216. Canvass of statements of general and special elec
tions by state board of canvassers. 

9-218. Proceedings by boards of canvassers to carry into 
effect a court order. 

9-220. Record in office of secretary of state of county 
officers elected. 

§ 9-200. Canvass of primary returns by board of elections; 
notices to delegates; certificates_ 1. The board of elections 
shall canvass the returns of primary elections filed with it. It shall 
canvass first the votes of the delegates and alternates to judicial 
district conventions and complete such canvass at the earliest time 
possible. It shall complete the canvass otherwise within nine days 
from the day upon which the primary election is held. Upon the 
completion of the canvass the board shall make and file in its 
office tabulated statements, signed by the members of such board 
or a majority thereof, of the number of votes cast for all the 
candidates for nomination to each public office or for election to 
each party position, and the number of votes cast for each such 
candidate. The candidate receiving the highest number of votes 
for nomination for a public office or for election to a party position 
voted for wholly within the political unit for which such board is 
acting, shall be the nominee of his party for such office or elected 
to such party position and the board, if requested by a candidate 
elected to a party position, shall furnish to him a certificate of 
election. 

2. The board forthwith.upon the completion of the canvass for 
members of a state committee and delegates and alternates to a 
national, state or judicial district convention, shall transmit to the 
state board of elections a certificate stating the name and residence 
of each member of a state committee and delegate and alternate 
elected from a district wholly within the jurisdiction of such board, 
except that, in respect to a judicial district convention in the first, 
second, eleventh and twelfth judicial districts, the board of elec
tions, instead of transmitting such certificate, shall compile the 
roll of the convention and transmit it to the chairman or secretary 
of the committee which, by party rules, is empowered to fix the 
time and place of the convention. The board of elections shall 
send by mail to each delegate and alternate elected a notice of 
his election. The certificate or roll of the convention shall list the 
delegates and alternates elected at a primary in the order of the 
votes received by each delegate or alternate, with the delegate or 
alternate receiving the highest number of votes listed first. Tie 
votes shall be indicated in a manner prescribed by the state board 
of elections. If there shall have been no contested election for 
alternates, the names of the alternates shall appear on the cer-
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tificate or roU in the order in which their names appeared on the 
petition which designated them. 

3. The board forthwith, upon the completion of the canvass, 
shau tile with the state board of elections a certified copy of its 
tabulated statement of the votes cast for each nomination or party 
position in a district extending heyond the political unit for which 
the board is acting. 

4. The state board of elections, upon the request of the chairman 
of the state committee of any political party, shau furnish to him 
a list of the duly elected members of the state committee of such 
party. 

5. There shau be included in the official compilation of the 
canvass of the returns, the names of the persons who shaU have 
been nominated for public office or elected to party position without 
baUoting, and in each such case the word "uncontested" shall be 
placed in such compilation wherever the vote cast for such a 
candidate is required to he stated. 

§ 9-202. Canvass of primary returns by state board of 
elections; convention rolls. The state board of elections upon 
receipt by it from boards of elections of the tabulated statements 
of votes at a primary election required to be filed with it shall 
proceed forthwith to canvass such statements. Upon the completion 
of the canvass it shau make, certify and file in its office tabulated 
statements of the number of votes cast for all the candidates for 
nomination to each public office or for election to each party 
position, and the numher of votes cast for each such candidate. 
The candidate receiving the highest number of votes shall be the 
nominee of his party for such office or shaU be elected to such 
party position, as the case may be, and the board, if requested, 
shau furnish to the elected candidates a certificate of election. 
From such certified statements of the votes for delegates and 
alternates elected to a [national,] state or judicial district conven
tion of any party, other than a judicial district convention in the 
first, second, eleventh and twelfth judicial districts, the state board 
shau forthwith compile the role of each such convention in du
plicate and transmit it, if for a [national or] state convention, to 
the chairman and secretary of the state committee of the party, 
and if for a judicial district convention, to the chairman and 
secretary of the committee which, by party rules, is empowered 
to fix the time and place of the convention. The roU of the 
convention shaU list the candidates elected at a primary in the 
order of the votes received by each candidate together with the 
number of votes received by each such candidate. If there shau 
have heen no contested election for alternates, the names of the 
alternates shau appear on the roU in the order in which their 
names appear on the petition which designated them. The state 

(Matter in italics is new; matter in brackets n is old Jaw to be omitted.] 
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board of ekctions shall transmit copies of thE certified statements 
of thE votes for dekgates and alternates to a national convention 
of a party to thE cluzirman and secretory of thE stote committee of 
such party. 

[Section amended by chap. 218, Lews of 1992.] 

§ 9-204. County boards of canvassers. The board of elec
tions of each county or city shall be the county board of canvassers 
of such county, or each county within such city. Such board also 
shaH be the city board of canvassers of any city or cities within 
the county for a city election. Such board shall also be the board 
of canvassers of the towns of the county. Such board shaH also 
be the board of canvassers of villages in which viHage elections 
are conducted by the board of elections. The secretary of the board 
of elections, or, if he is absent, or unable to act, a member or 
chief clerk designated by the board shall be the secretary of the 
canvassing board. Each canvassing board shall meet at the place 
where it usually meets in other capacities on the day following 
the election, but its duties may be performed in any or all of the 
offices of the board of elections. 

§ §9-206. Canvass of election district returns of general 
and special elections. The canvassing board shall canvass the 
votes cast within the county for state, county, city and town 
offices; also the vote cast on any ballot proposal. The canvass by 
the county board of canvassers relating to the offices of president 
and vice president of the United States, governor, lieutenant
governor, state comptroller, attorney-general, United States sen
ator, member of the house of representatives, member of the state 
senate, member of the assembly and any ballot proposal shall show 
in each election district the total number of persons voting at 
such election, the number of votes cast for each candidate, the 
number of unrecorded or blank votes for each of the above
mentioned offices and each ballot proposal. Write-in votes cast for 
president or vice president for persons who were not certified by 
the state board of elections as write-in candidates for such offices 
shall not be canvassed for such candidates but such votes shall 
be canvassed as void votes. If, during the canvass, there shall 
clearly appear to be any omission or clerical mistake in the return 
for any district filed with the board of elections, the canvassing 
board may summon the election officers before the board, and 
such officers shall meet forthwith and make any necessary cor
rection, in order that their canvass may be correctly stated, but 
they shall not alter any decision theretofore made by them. 

§ 9-208. Provisions for recanvass of vote in every election 
district in the state; procedure in case of discrep
ancy. 1. Within fifteen days after each general, special or primary 
election, and within seven days after every village election con-

231 



§ 9-208 THE ELECTION LAW Art. 9 

ducted by the board of elections at which voting machines are 
used, the board of elections, or a bipartisan committee of or 
appointed by said board, shall in each county using voting ma
chines, make a record of the number on the seal and the number 
on the protective counter, of each voting machine used in each 
election district in such general, special or primary election, shall 
open the counter compartment of each of such machine, and, 
without unlocking such machine against voting, shall recanvass 
the vote cast thereon or, if the machine is provided with a device 
for printing or photographing the counters, such board or com
mittee shall recanvass such printed or photographic record or, if 
the machine is provided with a removable electronic or comput
erized device which records the vote cast on such machine and 
from which a printed copy of such vote may be made mechanically 
or electronically and also a device for printing or photographing 
such vote directly from the voting machine, such board or com
mittee shall recanvass the vote by comparing the vote on the 
printed copy of the canvass made from such removable device 
with the printed or photographed copy of the canvass made directly 
from the voting machine at the close of the polls. No person who 
was a candidate at such election shall be appointed to membership 
on the committee. The said board or committee shall during such 
time, make a recanvass of any absentee and military, special federal, 
special presidential, emergency and write-in ballots which were 
canvassed at polling places on election night and delivered to the 
board of elections by the person filing returns. Before making such 
canvass the board of elections, with respect to each election district 
to be recanvassed, shall give notice in writing to the voting machine 
custodian thereof, to the state and county chairman of each party 
or independent body which shall have nominated candidates for 
the said general or special election or nominated or elected can
didates at the said primary election and to each individual can
didate whose name appears on said machine, of the time and place 
where such canvass is to be made; and the state and county 
chairman of each such party or independent body and each such 
individual candidate may send a representative to be present at 
such recanvass. Each candidate whose name appears on said ma
chine, or his representative, shall have the right personally to 
examine and make a copy of the vote recorded on such machine 
and ballota. 

2. If upon such recanvass, it shall be found that the original 
canvasS of the returns has been incorrectly made from any machine 
or machines or upon the result of any absentee and military, 
special federal, special presidential, emergency or alleged write-in 
ballot, a statement in writing shall be prepared giving in detail 
for each such machine or total of such ballota or alleged write-in 
ballota cast, the result of the recanvass, and such statement shall 
be witnessed by the persons required to be present and shall be 
filed with the board of elections. Such recanvass of votes made 
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pursuant hereto shall thereupon supersede the returns filed by the 
inspectOrs of election of the election district in which the canvass 
was made. 

3. If upon such recanvass, it shall be found that a discrepancy 
still remains unaccounted for, the board of elections, or the com
mittee thereof, with the assistance of the custodian of the machine, 
shall unlock the voting and counting mechanism of the machine 
and shall proceed thoroughly to examine and test the machine to 
determine and reveal the true cause or causes, if any, of the 
discrepancy in the returns from such machine. Before testing, the 
counters shall be reset at zero and each counter shall be operated 
at least one hundred times. After the completion of such exami
nation and test, the custodian shall then and there prepare a 
statement in writing giving in detail the result thereof, and such 
statement shall be witnessed by the persons required to be present 
and shall be filed in the office of the board of elections. 

§ 9-209. Canvass of ballots cast by voters with registra
tion poll records missing on days of election. Before com
pleting the canvass of votes cast in any primary, general, special, 
or other election at which voters are required to sign their reg
istration poll records before voting, the board of elections shall 
proceed in the manner hereinafter prescribed to cast and canvass 
any absentee, military, special presidential, special federal or other 
special ballots which were not cast and canvassed at the polling 
place and any ballots voted by voters whose registration poll records 
were missing on the day of such election or whose registration 
poll records did not show them to be enrolled in the party in 
which they claimed to be enrolled. Each such ballot shall be 
retained in the original envelope containing the voter's affidavit 
and signature, in which it is delivered to the board of elections 
until such time as it is to be cast and canvassed. 

1. a. The board of elections shall designate itself or such of its 
employees as it shall deem appropriate as a set of poll clerks to 
cast and canvass such ballots, and fix a time and place for their 
meeting for such purpose, provided that such meeting shall be no 
more than ten days after a general election and no more than 
eight days after a special or primary election at which such ballots 
are voted. The board may designate additional sets of poll clerks 
and if it designates more than one such set shall apportion among 
all such sets the election districts from which such ballots have 
been received, provided that all such ballots from a single election 
district shall be asSigned to a single set of clerks, and that each 
such set shall be divided equally between representatives of the 
two major political parties. Each such set of clerks shall be deemed 
a central board of inspectors for purposes of this section. 

b. At least five days prior to the time fixed for such meeting, 
the board shall send notice by first class mail to each candidate, 
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political party, and independent body entitled to have had watchers 
present at the polls in any election district in the board's juris
diction. Such notice shall state the time and place fixed by the 
board for such canvass. 

c. Each such candidate, political party, and independent body 
shall be entitled to appoint such number of watchers to attend 
upon each central board of inspectors as such candidate, political 
party, or independent body was entitled to appoint at such election 
in anyone election district for which such central board of in
spectors is designated to act. 

2. a. Upon assembling at the time and place fixed for such 
meeting, each central board of inspectors shall cast and canvass 
the envelopes and the ballots therein contained as nearly as prac
ticable in the manner provided by this chapter for a board of 
inspectors to consider, cast, and canvass absentee ballot envelopes 
and ballots at the polling place. 

b. 1. Such board of inspectors shall also cast and canvass any 
federal write-in ballots validly cast by a military or special federal 
voter for the offices of president and vice-president, United States 
senator and representative in congress. 

2. If such a federal write-in ballot contains the name of a 
person or persons in the space provided for a vote for any office, 
such ballot shall be counted as a vote for such person or persons. 
A vote for a person who is the candidate of a party or independent 
body either for president or vice-president shall be deemed to be 
a vote for both the candidates of such party or independent body 
for such offices. If such a ballot contains the name of a party or 
independent body in the space provided for a vote for any office, 
such ballot shall be deemed to be a vote for the candidate or 
candidates, if any, of such party or independent body for such 
office. In the case of the offices of president and vice-president a 
vote cast for a candidate, either directly or by writing in the name 
of a party or independent body, shall also be deemed to be votes 
for the electors supporting such candidate. Any abbreviation, mis
spelling or other minor variation in the form of the name of a 
candidate or a party or independent body shall be disregarded in 
determining the validity of the ballot, if the intention can be 
ascertained. 

c. The following provisions shall apply to casting and canvassing 
of all such ballots which are counted by machine and all other 
provisions of this chapter with respect to casting and canvassing 
such ballots which are not inconsistent with this paragraph shall 
be applicable to such ballots. 

1. Such ballots shall be counted by placing them, arranged 
by election district, in the counting machine. 

2. Such ballots may be separated into sections before being 
placed in the counting machine. 
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3. Any write-in ballots and any ballots which cannot be 
counted by the machine shall be counted manually subject to all 
the applicable provisions of this chapter with respect to counting 
of absentee ballots. 

4. The record of the vote counted by machine for each can
didate and for and against each ballot proposal, printed by election 
district, shall be preserved in the same manner and for the same 
period as the returns of canvass for the election. 

d. Any person lawfu!Jy present may object to the refusal to cast 
or canvass any ballot on the grounds that the voter is a properly 
qualified voter of the election district, or in the case of a party 
primary duly enroDed in such party, or to the casting or canvassing 
of any ballot on the grounds that the voter is not a properly 
qualified voter of the election district, or in the case of a party 
primary not duly enrolled in such party, or otherwise not entitled 
to cast such ballot. When any such objection is made, the central 
board of inspectors shall forthwith proceed to determine such 
objection and reject or cast such ballot according to such deter
mination. If the board camwt agree as to the validity of the ballot 
it shall set the ballot aside, unopened, for a period of three days 
at which time the ballot envelope shall be opened and the vote 
counted unless otherwise directed by an order of the court. 

e. Upon completing the casting and canvassing of ballots as 
hereinabove provided for any election district, the central board 
of inspectors shall thereupon, as nearly as practicable in the manner 
provided in this chapter for absentee ballots, verify the number 
of ballots 80 cast, tally the votes so cast, add such tally to the 
previous tally of all votes cast in such election district, and an
nounce the result. 

[Para. d. of BUbel. 2 amended by chap. 79. LaWB of 1992.[ 

§ 9-210. Statements of canvass by canvassing 
boards. Upon the completion of the canvass the canvassing board 
shall make statements thereof, showing separately the result for 
each office and ballot proposal. Each such statement shall set forth, 
in words written out at length, all votes cast for all candidates 
for each office; the name of each candidate; the number of votes 
80 cast for each, and, in the case of a candidate who was nominated 
by two or more parties or independent bodies, the number, sep
arately stated, of votes cast for him as the candidate of each party 
or independent body by which he was nominated; and all votes 
80 cast upon any ballot proposal, and all the votes 80 cast in favor 
of and against the same respectively. Such statements shall show 
the total number of unrecorded or blank votes and the total number 
of votes cast for each office and each ballot proposal. 

[Matter in italics is new.] 
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Such statements shall be certified as correct over the signatures 
of the members of the board, or a majority of them, and such 
statements together with any tabulation sheets showing the vote 
by election districts from which such statements were made, shall 
be filed in the office of the board of elections. The separate 
statement relating to electors of president and vice-president shall 
be so filed immediately upon the making, signing and certification 
thereof. To facilitate its work, the board of elections may cause 
copies of such tabulation sheets to be printed in pamphlet form. 

§ 9-212. Determinations by county canvassing 
boards. 1. The canvassing board shall determine each person 
elected by the greatest number of votes to each county office, and 
each person elected by the greatest number of votes to each city, 
town or village office of a city, town or village of which it is the 
board of canvassers. The canvassing board shall also determine 
whether any ballot proposal submitted only to the voters of the 
county, or only to the voters of a city, town or village of which 
it is the board of canvassers, as the case may be, has by the 
greater number of votes been adopted or rejected. 

2. All such determinations shall be in writing and signed by the 
members of the canvassing board or a majority of them and filed 
and recorded in the office of the board of elections. Except in the 
city of New York and in the counties of Nassau, Orange and 
Westchester, the board of elections shall cause a copy of such 
determinations, and of the statements filed in its office upon which 
such determinations were based, to be published once in each of 
the newspapers designated to publish election notices and the 
official canvass. The statement of canvass to be published, however, 
shall not give the vote by election districts but shall contain only 
the total vote for a person, or the total vote for and the total 
vote against a ballot proposal, cast within the county, or within 
the portion thereof, if any, in which an office is filled or ballot 
proposal is decided by the voters if the canvass of the vote thereon 
devolves upon the county board of canvassers. Such total shall be 
expressed in arabic numerals. 

3. The board of elections shall prepare and forthwith transmit 
to each person determined by the canvassing board to have been 
elected a certified statement, naming the office to which such 
canvassing board has declared him elected. 

§ 9-214. Transmission oC statements of canvassing boards 
to state board of elections and secretary of state. The board 
of elections shall transmit by mail or cause to be delivered per
sonally to the state board of elections, a certified copy of the 
statement of the canvassing board relating to the offices of electors 
of president and vice-president of the United States, United States 
senator, representatives in congress and state offices, including 
members of the state senate and assembly, and to the votes cast 
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on any ballot proposal submitted to all the voters of the state, 
within twenty-five days after the election. If any certified copy 
shall not be received by the state board on or before the twenty
fifth day following a general election, or a special election, it shall 
dispatch a special messenger to obtain such certified copy, and 
the board of elections, immediately upon demand of such messenger 
at its office, shall make and deliver a certified copy to such 
messenger who shall deliver it forthwith to the state board. 

The board of elections shall transmit to the secretary of state 
within twenty-five days after a general election, and within ten 
days after a special election, a list of the names and residences 
of all persons determined by the canvassing board to be elected 
to any county office. 

The board of elections shall transmit to the state board, on or 
before the tenth day of December following an election for governor, 
a certified tabulated statement, by election districts, of the official 
canvass of the votes cast for candidates for governor, to include, 
in the case of a candidate who was nominated by two or more 
parties or independent bodies, a separate statement of the number 
of votes cast for him as the candidate of each party or independent 
body by which he was nominated and if the county contains more 
than one assembly district or parts of more than one assembly 
district, a statement of the number of votes cast for governor by 
assembly district. 

§ 9-216. Canvass of statements of general and special 
elections by state board of canvassers. 1. The state board of 
elections shall be the state board of canvassers. The records of 
the state board of canvassers shall be kept in the custody of the 
state board of elections, which shall assign a deputy or other 
assistant to act as the clerk of said board of canvassers. 

2. The state board of canvassers shall canvass the certified copies 
of the statements of the county board of canvassers of each county. 
They shall canvass first the statements, if any, for the offices of 
president and vice-president and next the statements, if any, for 
the office of member of the state senate, and next the statements, 
if any, for the office of member of the state assembly. Three 
members of the board shall constitute a quorum. The state board 
of canvassers shall meet on or before the fifteenth day, or, in a 
year when electors of president and vice-president are chosen on 
or before the first Monday after the first Wednesday, of December 
next after each general election, and within forty days after each 
special election, to canvass such statements. The board may adjourn 
from day to day, not exceeding a term of five days. If any member 
of the board shall dissent from a decision of the board or shall 
protest against any of the proceedings of the board as irregular, 
he shall state such dissent or protest in a writing signed by him 
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setting forth his reasons and file it in the office of the state board 
of elections. 

3. Upon the completion of the canvass the board shall make 
separate tabulated statements, signed by the members of the board 
or a majority thereof, of the number of votes cast for all the 
candidates for each office voted for, the number of votes cast for 
each of such candidates, the number of votes cast in each county 
for each of them and if the voters of anyone district of the state 
voted for any such candidate, the name and number of such district, 
the determination of the board as to the persons elected to each 
office, the number of votes cast upon each ballot proposal, the 
number of votes cast in favor of and against each respectively, 
and the determination of the board as to whether it was adopted 
or rejected. 

4. Such tabulated statements shall be filed and recorded in the 
office of the state board of elections. Thereupon, the state board 
of elections shall transmit a certified copy of each such statement 
of votes cast for candidates for any office to the person shown 
thereby to have been elected to such office. The state board of 
elections shall prepare a general certificate under the seal of the 
state and attested by the members of the state board of elections, 
addressed to the house of representatives of the United States, of 
the due election of all persons chosen at that election as repre
sentatives of this state in congress, and shall transmit the same 
to the house of representatives. If any person so chosen at such 
election shall have been elected to fill a vacancy in the office of 
representative in congress, the statement of the state board of 
elections shall so specify. 

§ 9-218. Proceedings by boards of canvassers to carry 
into effect a court order. 1. Upon the re-convening of the state 
board of canvassers or any county board of canvassers, or of the 
board of elections of the city of New York as a county or city 
board of canvassers, by order of a court of competent jurisdiction, 
for the purpose of correcting an error or of performing a duty 
imposed by law or by an order of the court granted pursuant to 
law, the meeting for that purpose shall be deemed a continuance 
of its regular session, and any new or corrected statement, deter
mination or certificate which is made to give effect to the order 
shall stand in lieu of the original statement, determination or 
certificate. 

2. When a new or corrected statement or certificate, to give 
effect to an order of the court, shall vary from the original statement 
or certificate respecting the votes cast for an office for which the 
state board of canvassers is required to canvass statements made 
by county boards, the board of elections forthwith shall transmit 
certified copies of the new or corrected statement or certificates 
to the state board of elections. The state board of canvassers shall 
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meet within five days after such a certified copy has been received 
by the state board of elections. From such certified copy, such 
board shall make a new statement as to the votes for such office 
cast in the state or political subdivision in which such office is 
fiUed, and shall determine and declare what person or persons 
whose votes are affected by such new or corrected statement have 
been, by the greatest number of votes, duly elected to the office 
or offices. The state board of canvassers and the state board of 
elections shan, respectively, have the same powers and duties in 
respect to new or corrected statements that they have in respect 
to original statements. 

§ 9-220. Record in office of secretary of state of county 
officers elected. The secretary of state shall enter in a book to 
be kept in his office, the names of the respective county officers 
elected in this state, specifying the counties for which they were 
severatly elected, and their places of residence, the offices to which 
they were elected, and their terms of office. 
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ARTICLE 10 

VOTING BY MEMBERS OF ARMED FORCES 

Section 10-102. Military voters; definitions. 
10-104. Military voters; right to vote. 

Art. 10 

10-106. Military voters; registration and application for 
ballots. 

10-108. Military voters; distribution of ballots to. 
10-109. Military voters; cancellation of registration. 
10-110. Repealed. 
10-112. Military voter; voting. 
10-114. Military ballots; examination and forwarding of 

ballot envelopes. 
10-116. Military ballots; determination of candidates 

thereon. 
10-118. Military voting; costa of. 
10-120. Repealed. 
10-122. Military voter; absentee ballot, right to. 
10-124. Military voting; state board of elections, regu-

latory powers. 
10-126. Military voting, applicability of general provi

sions. 

§ 10-102. Military voters; definitions. As used in this ar
ticle the following terms have the following meanings. 

1. "Military service" means the military service of the state, or 
of the United States, including the army, navy, marine corps, air 
force, coast guard and all components thereof, and the coast and 
geodetic survey, the public health service, the national guard when 
in the service of the United States pursuant to call as provided 
by law, and the cadets or midshipmen of the United States Military 
Academy, United States Naval Academy, United States Air Force 
Academy and United States Coast Guard Academy. 

2. "Military voter" means a qualified voter of the state of New 
York who is in the actual military service, as defined in the 
preceding paragraph of this section, and by reason of such military 
service is absent from his election district of residence on the day 
of registration or election, or a voter who is discharged from such 
military service within thirty days of an election and the spouse, 
parent and child of such voter accompanying or being with him 
or her, if a qualified voter and a resident of the same election 
district. 

3. "Military ballot" means the ballot prepared, printed and 
supplied for use by the military voter for a general or primary 
election or any special election called by the governor. 

4. "Military address" means the mailing address of a military 
voter other than his residence address in his election district. 
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5. "Appropriate board of elections" means the board of elections 
in whose jurisdiction the military voter resides as a qualified voter. 

§ 10-104. Military voters; right to vote. A military voter 
of this state shall be entitled to vote as fully as if he were present 
at his polling place and to register and vote in the manner 
hereinafter provided except that the provisions of this article for 
absentee voting in primary elections shall not apply to the party 
positions of members of the ward, town, city or county committee. 

§ 10-106. Military voters; registration and application for 
ballots. 1. On or before the thirty-fifth day preceding an election 
the names and addresses of all military voters who have filed 
applications for military ballots by such day and who were not 
already registered shall be registered by the board of elections in 
the election district of residence of such military voter as here
inafter provided. 

2. Such board of elections shall cause such military voter to be 
registered in the manner provided by this chapter, and in the 
space designated "other remarks" shall be entered the military 
address of such voter or such military address sholl be entered into 
the computer files from which the computer generated registration 
list is prepared. Such registration poU records shall be stamped or 
marked conspicuously with the legend "Military Voter" or the 
records of such military voters in such computer files shall be coded 
in a manner which distinguishes such voters from the other voters 
in such files. The foregoing provisions of this subdivision as to 
entry of the military address may be altered by the state board 
of elections to such extent as may be necessary to the security 
and safety of the United States. A military voter shall not be 
required to register personally. An application for a military ballot 
shall constitute permanent personal registration and a military 
voter shall be deemed registered under the rules and regulations 
prevailing under permanent personal registration upon the filing 
of his application and the entering of his name in the appropriate 
registration records. 

4. Not earlier than the ninetieth or later than the seventy-fifth 
day before each general election, each county or city board of 
elections shall send to each person who is registered as a military 
voter and to every other military voter in such county or city for 
whom it has a military address, an application for a military ballot 
for such general election in a form prescribed by the state board 
of elections, which shall include a place for such military voter to 
enroll in a party, on a postcard bearing the return address of such 
board of elections. 

5. The state board of elections shall forward to the appropriate 
board of elections all applications for military ballota received by 

[Matter in italics is new.] 
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it. An application from a military voter not previously registered 
must be received by the appropriate board of elections not later 
than ten days before a general or special election or twenty-five 
days before a primary election in order to entitle the applicant to 
vote at such election. An application from a military voter who 
is already registered must be received at least seven days before 
an election in order to entitle the applicant to vote at such election; 
except that an application from such a military voter who delivers 
his application to the board of elections in person, must be received 
not later than the day before the election. 

S. The board of elections shall immediately add to such regis
tration records the name and residence and military address of 
every military voter, who was not previously registered, pursuant 
to this chapter, from whom it receives a valid application for a 
military ballot. If a valid application for a military ballot is received 
by a board of elections from a person already registered, other 
than as a military voter, from the residence address set forth in 
such application, such board shall mark the registration records 
of such voter in the same manner as the registration records of 
other military voters. 

7. The board of elections in each year shall cause a list of names, 
residence addresses and, for a primary election, party enrollments 
of military voters appearing on such registration poll records to 
be prepared not later than seven days preceding an election. One 
copy shall be kept at the office of the board of elections for public 
inspection. One copy shall be transmitted to the division not later 
than December first following the election. The board shall transmit 
one copy to the chairman of each political party in the county, 
upon written request. 
7 -a. If a federal post card application form is received from a 
person who is qualified to vote as a military voter but who has 
not previously registered pursuant to the provisions of this article, 
such federal post card application form shall be treated in all 
respects as an application for registration and enrollment as a 
military voter and for a military ballot pursuant to the provisions 
of this article. If such a federal post card application form is 
received from a person already registered as a military voter 
pursuant to the provisions of this article, such application shall 
be treated in all respects as an application for a military ballot 
pursuant to the provisions of this article. 

[Subs. 8 and 9 REPEALED by chap. 451, Laws of 1985.1 

10. A qualified voter who shall have been inducted into or who 
shall have enlisted in the military service and who shall not have 
taken his oath of allegiance prior to thirty days preceding a general 
or special election, or the spouse, parent or child residing in the 
same election district as, and accompanying such voter may register 
before the board of elections of his county of residence, on or 
before the tenth day preceding such election provided he shall on 
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or before the day of such election, actually be in the military 
service. Such voter shall then receive a military ballot. Such 
registration record shall be stamped with the legend "military 
voter". 

11. A board of elections may send to any spouse, parent, or 
adult child, brother or sister of a military voter serving outside 
of the continental limits of the United States, an application for 
a military ballot, in a form prescribed by the state board of 
elections. Such application shall be on a postcard addressed to the 
appropriate board of elections and shall include the statement "I 
understand that this application will be accepted for all purposes 
as the equivalent of an affidavit and, if it contains a material false 
statement, shall subject me to the same penalties as if I had been 
duly sworn". Such application may be signed by the spouse, parent 
or adult child, brother or sister of such military voter. Upon receipt 
of such an application from such a relative of a military voter, 
the board of elections shall mail a military ballot to such military 
voter together with an application for a military ballot and in
structions that such application must be completed and returned 
together with the envelope containing the military ballot. No ballot 
sent to a military voter upon the application of a relative of such 
military voter shall be cast or canvassed unless a completed ap
plication for military ballot signed by such military voter is received 
with such ballot. 

12. If the board of elections receives notice from a military 
voter that such voter has left the military service and is residing 
at his residence address, such board shall cross out or otherwise 
obliterate tbe "Military Voter" legend on such voter's registration 
records and thereafter treat such records in the manner provided 
by this chapter for regularly registered voters. 

ISUbd. 3 REPEALED by chap. 290, Law. of 1991.) 
Subd. 2 amended by chap. 91. Law. of 1992.) 

§ 10-108. Military voters; distribution of ballot to. 
1. Ballots for military voters shall be mailed or otherwise distrib
uted by the board of elections thirty-two days before a general 
election to each military voter who applies for a ballot for such 
election, who applied for a ballot for a primary or special election 
in such year or who registered as a military voter after the previous 
general election, and twenty-five days before a New York City 
community school board district or city of Buffalo school district 
election to each military voter who has applied for a ballot for 
such election and thirty-two days before a primary election, four
teen days before a village election conducted by the board of 
elections and twelve days before a special election to each military 
voter who applied for a military ballot for the previous general 
election, who registered as a military voter after such previous 
general election or who applies for a military ballot for such primary 
or special election. Ballots shall also be mailed to any qualified 
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military voter who is already registered and who requests such 
military ballot from such board of elections in a letter, which is 
signed by the voter and received by the board of elections not 
earlier than the sixtieth day nor later than the seventh day before 
the election for which the ballot is requested and which states the 
address where the voter is registered and the address to which 
the ballot is to be mailed. The board of elections shall enclose 
with such ballot a form of application for military ballot. In the 
case of a primary election, the board shall deliver only the ballot 
of the party with which the military voter is enrolled according 
to the military voter's registration recorda. In the event a primary 
election is uncontested in the military voter's election district for 
all offices or positions except the party position of member of the 
ward, town, city or county committee, no ballot shall be delivered 
to such military voter for such election; and the military voter 
shall be advised of the reason why he will not receive a ballot. 

2. In the event that the board of elections of any county shall 
not mail or otherwise distribute ballots to the military voters of 
such county by the date required by this section, such board shall 
notify the state board of elections in writing of the facts and 
reasons for such non-compliance. 

3. Thereafter, ballots shall be so distributed to persons whose 
names and military addresses are added to the registration poll 
ledgers as military voters, except that the military ballots may be 
delivered by hand to military voters who personally file an ap
plication with the board of elections of their county of residence. 
The military ballot shall be delivered to such military voter together 
with a ballot envelope and a second envelope addressed to the 
appropriate board of elections on which is printed "Official Election 
Balloting Material-Via Air Mail". 

§ 10-109. Military voters; cancellation of registration. 
1. Voters registered pursuant to this article shall be eligible to 
vote in every election in which military voters are eligible to vote 
which is held more than ten days after the date of the receipt of 
their applications for such registration provided such voters vote 
in a general election, special election, village election conducted 
by the board of elections or primary election at least once in each 
four calendar years. 

2. The board of elections shall not later than the third week 
in January of each year following a year in which electors of 
president and vice president of the United States are elected, 
cancel the registration of all military voters who were registered 
throughout the five preceding calendar years and who did not cast 
a ballot in any general, special or primary election or village election 
conducted by the board of elections, during such five calendar 
years and remove from the files of military voters the registration 
poll ledger carda and central file registration recorda of all such 
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cancelled military voters or renwve the names of such voters from 
the computer files from which the computer generated registration 
lists are prepared. 

3. If any ballot, application form or other mail sent to a military 
voter at his military address by the board of elections is returned 
by the post office as undeliverable, the board of elections shall 
ascertain whether the military voter is residing at the address 
given on his registration records as his permanent address. If he 
is residing at such address, the board shall not send him any 
further military ballots unless he applies for them in the regular 
way, giving a new military address. If such military voter is not 
residing at such permanent address, the board of elections shall 
forthwith cancel his registration. However, if such a voter notifies 
the board of elections not later than the seventh day before the 
first election held after such move, in which such voter would be 
eligible to vote, that he has moved to a new military address, his 
registration and enrollment shall be reinstated. 

4. The board of elections shall process and preserve the records 
of such cancelled registrations, including the original applications 
for such registrations, in the same manner and for the same period 
of time as the records of <>ther voters registered under permanent 
personal registration. 

5. A military voter whose registration is cancelled shall be eligible 
to reregister in the manner provided by this article. 

6. Upon cancelling the registration of a military voter, the board 
of elections shall forthwith notify such voter at his last military 
address and at his permanent residence address of the fact of the 
cancellation, the reason therefor, and of his right to reregister 
pursuant to this article. 

[Subd. 2 amended by chap. 91, Laws of 1992.) 

§ 10-112. Military voter; voting. 1. The military voter shall 
mark the military ballot provided for in this article in the same 
manner as an absentee ballot. After marking the ballot, he shall 
fold such ballot and enclose it in the ballot envelope bearing the 
military voter's statement and seal the envelope. He shall then 
sign the statement, with the blanks properly filled in. The envelope 
containing the ballot shall then be inserted in the envelope ad
dressed to the appropriate board of elections, which shall be mailed 
or otherwise delivered to such board of elections of his county of 
residence. 

2. Such ballot, to be cast and counted, shall be enclosed and 
sealed in the ballot envelope bearing the voter's statement, signed 
by the voter and must be received by such board not later than 
the close of polls on election day, except that ballots contained 
in envelopes showing a cancellation mark of the United States 

[Matter in italics is new.] 
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postal service, or a foreign country's postal service with a date 
which is ascertained to be not later than the day before election, 
shall be cast and counted if received by the board of elections not 
later than seven days following the day of election. 

§ 10-114. Military ballots; examination and forwarding of 
ballot envelopes. 1. The appropriate board of elections shall 
examine each ballot envelope received unopened, to determine its 
validity regarding the voter's signature, oath, voting residence and 
any other requirements and it shall resolve whether or not each 
ballot envelope complies with this article. 

2. a. The board of elections shall thereafter process such ballots 
in the manner provided for herein for absentee ballots provided, 
however, that federal write·in ballots shall not be sent to the polIs, 
but shall be retained at the board. 

b. A federal write-in ballot shall be cast and canvassed only if 
an application for a military ballot for such military voter was 
received at least thirty days before election day, if the federal 
write-in ballot was submitted from outside the United States, if 
such ballot is received not later than seven days following the day 
of the election and if the military ballot sent to the voter is not 
received by such date. If such a federal write-in ballot is received 
after election day, the envelope in which it is received must contain 
a cancellation mark of the United States postal service or a foreign 
country's postal service with a date which is ascertained to be not 
later than the day before election day. 

§ 10-116. Military ballots; determination of candidates 
thereon. The state board of elections and the county boards of 
elections shall determine, three days before the first day for dis
tribution of military ballots, the names of all candidates duly 
nominated for public office and the amendments, referenda, prop
ositions and questions to be voted for on such ballots. If at a later 
date the nomination of any candidate named on a military ballot 
is found invalid, the ballot shall still be valid, but no vote cast 
for any such candidate on such ballot shall be counted at the 
election. The failure of the county board of elections to include 
the name of any candidate or any amendment, referendum, prop
osition or question on the military ballot shall in no way affect 
the validity of the election with respect to the office for which 
the nomination was made or the validity of the military ballot as 
to any other matter. 

§ 10-118. Military voting; costs of. The cost of printing, 
mailing, return postage, and all other costs and expenses incurred 
in connection with the administration of this article (other than 
those of the state board of elections), shall be a county charge, 
and in the city of New York, shall be a city charge, and shall be 
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appropriated and paid in the same manner as all other election 
costs. 

§ 10-122. Military voter; absentee ballot, right to. Any 
military voter may vote by absentee ballot rather than military 
ballot provided that he complies with the provisions of this chapter 
relating thereto: 

§ 10-124. Military voting; state board of elections; reg
ulatory powers. The state board of elections is hereby authorized 
to take such steps and do such things as, in its opinion, are 
necessary to make effective the provisions of any other legislation, 
in order to utilize fully any federal or other facilities in the 
distribution of military ballots. The state board of elections shall 
have power to adopt and promulgate orders or regulations adopting, 
with respect to the military voters of this state, the provisions of 
that legislation. 

§ 10-126. Military voting; applicability of general pro
visions. The general provisions of this chapter shall apply to 
this article, except as they are inconsistent herewith. The provi
sions of this article shall be liberally construed for the purpose of 
providing military voters the opportunity to vote. The state board 
of elections shall have the power to adopt and promulgate regu
lations to effectuate the provisions of this article. 
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ARTICLE 11 

SPECIAL PRESIDENTIAL AND SPECIAL FEDERAL VOTERS 
AND SPECIAL BALLOTS 

Title I. Special presidential voters. 
II. Special federal voters. 

III. Special ballots. 

TITLE I 

SPECIAL PRESIDENTIAL VOTERS 

Section 11-102. Special presidential voters; change of residence; 
special qualifications. 

11-104. Registration and application for special presi-
dential ballot. 

11-106. Processing of applications by board of elections. 
11-108. Special presidential voters, lists. 
11-110. Special presidential ballots; deadline for receipt. 
11-112. Application of other provisions. 

§ 11-102. Special presidential voters; change of residence; 
special qualifications. Any person who shall change his resi· 
dence from this state to another state or from one county or city 
of this state to another such county or city, after the thirtieth 
day next preceding any presidential election or any person who 
shall change his residence within any county or city of this state 
after the tenth day next preceding any presidential election shall 
be entitled to vote for president and vice president of the United 
States in such election, provided, however, that such person may 
not vote for any candidate for any other office or any question 
to be voted for at such election, and provided further that 

a. Such person was duly qualified and registered to vote in this 
state immediately prior to such change of residence; 

b. Such person is neither qualifed nor able to qualify to vote 
for such electors either in the state, or in the county or city of 
this state, or at the residence within the county or city of this 
state to which such person has removed; and 

c. Such person has applied for special ballot for president and 
vice president, as provided by this article. 

§ 11-104. Registration and application for special presi
dential ballot. 1. a. A person who, pursuant to the provisions 
of this title is qualified to vote for president and vice president 
of the United States may apply to the board of elections of his 
county of residence next preceding the place of his current residence 
for a special ballot for president and vice president. Such appli
cations must be mailed to such board of elections not later than 
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the seventh day before the election or delivered to such board not 
later than the day of such election. 

b. Insofar as the provisions of this chapter providing for voting 
in person or by absentee ballot do not conflict with any provision 
of this section, such provisions apply to a person authorized to 
vote under this article. In the case of any such conflict, the 
provision of this section shall prevail and such other provision of 
this chapter shall not apply. 

2. a. A form of application for a special ballot under this section 
shall be furnished by the board of elections to the applicant who 
shall request such form within the time prescribed therefor. In 
addition, application forms shall be supplied to the applicant's 
spouse, parent or child, a person residing with the applicant as a 
member of his household, or the applicant's duly authorized agent. 

b. The board of elections shall mail a special presidential ballot 
to every qualified voter otherwise eligible for such a ballot, who 
requests such a special presidential ballot from such board of 
elections in a letter, which is signed by the voter and received by 
the board of elections not earlier than the thirtieth day nor later 
than the seventh day before the election and which states the 
address where the voter is registered and the address to which 
the voter has moved and the date of such move. The board of 
elections shall enclose with such ballot a form of application for 
special presidential ballot. 

c. The application shall be made and signed by the applicant 
at the places thereon provided for such purpose and he shall set 
forth therein all of the facts required to establish his qualifications 
to register and vote under this article. 

d. The form for use under subdivision one of this section shall 
be of a distinctive color and in the form prescribed by the state 
board of elections. 

§ 11-106. Processing of applications by board of elec
tions. 1. The application forms shall contain a detachable portion 
for the applicant's signature, which portion shall be gummed on 
the back for pasting in the list of special presidential voters, or, 
in lieu thereof, the board of elections may cause to be made, under 
its supervisions, a photostatic copy of the applicant's signature as 
it appears on his application, and in such case a photostatic copy 
of the applicant's signature shall be pasted in the list of special 
presidential voters in its proper place. 

2. Upon receipt of the application, the board of elections shall 
determine upon such inquiry as it deems proper whether the 
applicant has answered all the questions contained in the appli
cation and whether the applicant is legally qualified to receive and 
vote a special presidential ballot, and, if it finds he is not so 
qualified, shall reject the application and shall notify the applicant 
of such rejection and give the reason or reasons therefor. All 
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investigations by the board of elections shall be concluded and all 
determinations made not later than the sixth day before election. 

3. If the board of elections shall determine that the applicant 
making the application provided for in this section is qualified to 
receive and vote a special presidential ballot, it shall, as soon as 
practicable after it shall have so determined, mail to him at the 
residence address shown in his application, or deliver to him, or 
to any person designated by him in writing for such purpose, at 
the office of the board, such a special presidential ballot and an 
envelope therefor. 

4. The board of elections shall keep a register of the persons 
who have made and signed applications for special presidential 
ballots and of the applicants who have been determined to be 
qualified. The board shall keep open to public inspection such 
register of applicants with their names, addresses and application 
dates and shall give to the chairman of each political party in the 
county a complete list of applicants for special presidential ballots, 
containing their names and places of residence, including the 
election district and ward, if any, and, in the city of New York 
and the county of Nassau, the assembly district. 

5. The board of elections shall file each original application filed 
with it and shall maintain an alphabetical index thereof for a 
period of three years after the election. 

§ 11-108. Special presidential voters lists. Prior to each 
general election at which presidential electors are to be elected, 
each board of elections shall prepare for each election district 
within its jurisdiction a list containing the mimes, alphabetically 
arranged, and the addresses of all persons whom the board of 
elections has determined to be qualified as special presidential 
voters in such election district, which list shall contain a column 
headed "remarks". Such list shall be designated "List of Special 
Presidential Voters" and shall include a photostatic copy or du
plicate of the signature of each person on such list. In those 
counties in which special presidential ballots are delivered to the 
boarda of inspectors to be counted, such lists of special presidential 
voters shall be delivered to such boards of inspectors with the 
election supplies. 

§ 11-110. Special presidential ballots; deadline for re
ceipt. 1. To be counted, any ballot cast under the provisions of 
this article must be received by the appropriate board of elections 
not later than the close of the polls on election day except that 
all ballots contained in envelopes showing a cancellation mark of 
the United States postal service, or a foreign country's postal 
service with a date which is ascertained to be not later than the 
day before election, shall be cast and counted if received by the 

250 



Art. 11 SPEC. PRES., SPEC. FED. VOTERS & SPEC. BALLOT § 11-112 

board of elections not later than seven days following the day of 
election. 

2. Special presidential ballots received by the board of elections 
before the close of the polls on election day may be delivered to 
the inspectors of election in the manner prescribed by this chapter 
for absentee ballots or retained by the board of elections and cast 
and canvassed pursuant to the provisions of section 9-209 of this 
chapter as such board shall, in its discretion, determine by res
olution adopted at least thirty days before election day. All ballots 
received by the board of elections between election day and the 
seventh day after election day shall be retained at the board and 
shall be cast and canvassed in the same manner as other ballots 
retained by such board. 

§ 11-112. Application of other provisions. 1. Except as 
otherwise provided in this title, special presidential ballots shall 
be furnished, mailed, voted, returned, counted, canvassed and pre
served as elsewhere provided in this chapter for absentee voters' 
ballots. 

2. All the provisions of this chapter relating to crimes against 
the elective franchise shall be deemed to apply with respect to 
and in connection with the operation of this title. 

3. The general provisions of this chapter shall apply with respect 
to this title except as they are inconsistent with this title, and 
the provisions of this title shall be construed liberally for the 
purposes herein expressed or intended. 
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TITLE II 

SPECIAL FEDERAL VOTERS 

Art. 11 

Section 11-200. Special federal voters; qualifications. 
11-202. Registration and enrollment of special federal 

voters and application for special federal bal
lot. 

11-204. Processing of applications by board of elections. 
11-206. Special federal voters; preparation of registration 

poll records and central file registration rec
ords. 

11-208. Special federal voters; cancellation of registra· 
tion. 

11-210. Special federal voters; distribution of applica-
tions for ballots. 

11-212. Special federal ballots; delivery to polling place. 
11-214. Use of airmail. 
11-216. Forwarding of applications and ballots. 
11-218. Application of other provisions. 

§ 11-200. Special federal voters, qualifications. 1. Every 
citizen of the United States now residing outside the United States 
whose last domicile in the United States immediately prior to his 
departure from the United States was in the state of New York, 
shall be entitled to vote from such last domicile, as a special 
federal voter in all primary, special and general elections for the 
public offices or party positions of president and vice-president of 
the United States, United States senator, representative in congress 
and delegates and alternate delegates to a national convention, 
provided such citizen, at the time of such departure from the 
United States, could have met all the present qualifications of this 
chapter to vote in federal elections from such last domicile, except 
the qualification with respect to minimum voting age, even though 
such citizen does not now maintain a place of abode or domicile 
in the state of New York, and provided further that such citizen 
does not maintain a place of abode or domicile, is not registered 
to vote and is not voting in any other election district, state, 
territory or possession of the United States and provided further 
that such citizen has a valid passport or card of identity and 
registration issued under the authority of the secretary of state of 
the United States. 

2. Every person registered pursuant to this title shall continue 
to be eligible to vote in all elections in which special federal voters 
are eligible to vote except that in order to vote at a primary 
election of a party, a voter registered pursuant to this title must 
have been so registered and enrolled in such party before the 
previous general election; or, if such voter was not registered in 
New York state for the previous general election, such voter must 
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so register and enroll in such party not later than [sixty] twenty
five days before such primary; or, if such voter was registered in 
New York state for the last general election, such voter must have 
had the same party enrollment with such registration as such 
voter sets forth on his application for registration and enrollment 
as a special federal voter[; or, such voter must register and enroll 
specially pursuant to the provisions of this chapter]. 

3. A special federal voter who moves from one address outside 
the United States to another address outside the United States 
shall not have to reregister provided he notifies the board of 
elections of such new address not later than the seventh day before 
the first election held after such move, in which such voter would 
be eligible to vote. 

ISubd. 2 amended by chap. 473, Laws of 1992.1 

§ 11-202. Registration and enrollment of special federal 
voters and application for special federal ballot. 1. a. A 
person, who, pursuant to this title, is qualified to vote as a special 
federal voter may, by application received by the state board of 
elections or any local board of elections on or before the twenty
fifth day next preceding any election in which such person would 
be entitled to vote or the last day of local registration for such 
election, whichever is later, apply to the board of elections of the 
county in which he resided in person or by personal application 
by mail for registration and enrollment as a special federal voter. 
An application for registration and enrollment pursuant to this 
article shall be treated as an application for a special federal ballot 
for every election in which the applicant would be eligible to vote 
which is held during the calendar year in which such application 
is received. 

b. A person who, pursuant to the provisions of this title, is 
already registered as a special federal voter, may by application 
received by the state board of elections or any local board of 
elections apply to the board of elections of the county in which 
he is so registered in person or by mail for a special federal ballot. 
Such an application shall entitle such a voter to receive a ballot 
for every election in which such voter is entitled to vote which 
is held during the calendar year in which such application is 
received and on or after the seventh day after receipt of such 
application. 

c. Insofar as the provisions of this chapter providing for per
manent personal registration and enrollment, and enrollment by 
mail or special enrollment, and voting in person or by absentee 
ballot do not conflict with any provision of this title, such pro
visions shall apply to a person authorized to register and vote 
under this title; in the case of any such conflict, the provision of 
this title shall prevail and such other provision of this chapter 

[Matter in italics is new; matter in brackets [ 1 is old law to be omitted.] 
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shall not apply. For the purposes of this title, any person eligible 
pursuant to the provisions of this chapter to vote by absentee 
ballot shall be eligible for absentee registration and enrollment. 

2. a. A form of application for registration and enrollment as 
a special federal voter and for a special federal ballot or a form 
of application for a special federal ballot by persons registered 
pursuant to this title shall be furnished by the board of elections 
to the applicant who shall request such form within the time 
limited therefor. The application shall be made and signed by the 
applicant at the places thereon provided for such purpose and such 
applicant shall set forth therein all of the facts required to estsblish 
his qualifications to register and vote under this title. 

b. The forms for use under this section shall be of a distinctive 
color and substantially in the form prescribed by the state board 
of elections and shall elicit all the information which may be 
necessary to determine eligibility to register and vote pursuant to 
the provisions of this title. 

§ 11-204. Processing of applications by board of elec
tions. 1. The registration application forms shall contain de
tachable portions for the applicant's signature. Such portions shall 
be gummed on the back for pasting on the registration poll records 
and central file registration records. In lieu of such gummed por
tions the board of elections may cause to be made, under its 
supervision, photostatic copies of the applicant's signature as it 
appears on his application. In such case, photostatic copies of the 
applicant's signature shall be pasted in the proper places upon 
such registration poll records and central file registration records. 

2. Upon receipt of an application, the board of elections shall 
determine upon such inquiry as it deems proper whether the 
applicant has answered all the questions contained in the appli
cation and whether the applicant is legally qualified to receive and 
vote a special federal ballot. If it finds he is not so qualified, the 
board shall reject the application and shall notify the applicant 
of such rejection and give the reason or reasons therefor. All 
investigations by the board of elections shall be concluded and all 
determinations made not later than the twentieth day before 
election. 

3. If a federal post card application form is received from a 
person who is qualified to vote as a special federal voter but who 
has not previously registered pursuant to the provisions of this 
title, such federal post card application form shall be treated in 
all respects as an application for registration and enrollment and 
a special federal ballot pursuant to the provisions of this title. If 
such a federal post card application form is received from a person 
already registered as a special federal voter pursuant to the pro
visions of this title, such application shall be treated in all respects 
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as an application for a special federal ballot pursuant to the 
provisions of this title. 

4. If the board of elections shall determine that the applicant 
making the application provided for in this section is qualified to 
receive and vote a special federal ballot, it shall, as soon as 
practicable after it shall have so determined, or not later than 
thirty-two days before each general or primary election and twelve 
days before each special election in which such applicant is qualified 
to vote, or three days after receipt of such an application, whichever 
is later, mail to him at the residence address outside the United 
States shown in his application, a special federal ballot and an 
envelope therefor. The board of elections shall also mail a special 
federal ballot to every qualified special federal voter who is already 
registered and who requests such special federal ballot from such 
board of elections in a letter, which is signed by the voter and 
received by the board of elections not earlier than the thirtieth 
day nor later than the seventh day before the election for which 
the ballot is first requested and which states the address where 
the voter is registered and the address to which the ballot is to 
be mailed. The board of elections shall enclose with such ballot 
a form of application for special federal ballot. 

5. The board of elections shall keep a list of the persons who 
have made and signed applications for special federal ballots and 
of the applicants who have been determined to be qualified. The 
board shall keep open to public inspection such list of applicants 
with their names, addresses, party enrollments, and application 
dates and shall give to the chairman of each political party in the 
county fifteen days before each election, a complete list of special 
federal voters eligible to vote in such election. Such list shall 
contain the names, party enrollments for a primary election and 
places of previous residence including the election district and 
ward, if any, and, in the city of New York and the county of 
Nassau, the assembly district of all such voters. 

§ 11-206. Special federal voters; preparation of registra
tion poll records and central file registration rec
ords. 1. The board of elections shall prepare a registration poll 
record and a central file registration record for each voter registered 
pursuant to this title or shall enter the name of each such voter 
into the computer {iles from which the computer generated regis
tration list is prepared.. Each such registration record shall be 
endorsed on both the front and rear with the endorsement "special 
federal voter". The records of special federal voters in such computer 
fi/es shall be coded in a mannr which distinguishes such voters 
from the other voters in such files. 

[Matter in italics is new.) 
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3. The central file registration records of special federal voters 
shall be maintained in a separate file at the appropriate office of 
the board of elections. 

4. The registration poll records of special federal voters shall 
be filed, in alphabetical order, by election district. At each election 
at which the balWts of special federal voters are [eligible to vote) 
delivered to the inspectors of election in each election dUitrict, the 
registration poll records of all [such) special federal voters eligible 
to vote at such election shall be delivered to [the) such inspectors 
of election [in each election district) together with the other 
registration poll records or the names of such voters shoa be included 
on the computer generated regUitration lUit. Such records shall be 
delivered either in a separate poll ledger or a separate, clearly 
marked section, of the main poll ledger or in a separate, clearly 
marked, section of the computer generated regUitration lUit as the 
board of elections shall determine. 

[Section amended by chap. 91, Laws of 1992.J 

§ 11-208. Special federal voters; cancellation of registra
tion. 1. Voters registered pursuant to this title shall be eligible 
to vote in every election in which special federal voters are eligible 
to vote which is held on or after the thirtieth day after receipt 
of their applications for such registration. 

2. Not later than the third week in January after each quad
rennial election for electors of president and vice president of the 
United States, the board of elections shall cancel the registration 
of all special federal voters who failed to vote in at least one 
general, special or primary election in the previous five calendar 
years, and remove from the files of special federal voters the 
registration poll ledger cards and central file registration records 
of all such cancelled voters or remove the names of such voters 
from the computer files from which the computer generated regUi
tration lUits are prepared. 

3. The board of elections shall forthwith cancel the registration 
of a voter registered pursuant to this title if any ballot, application 
form or other mail sent to him at his address outside the United 
States by such board is returned by the post office as undeliverable. 
However, if such a voter notifies the board of elections, not later 
than the seventh day before the first election held after such 
cancellation, in which such voter would be eligible to vote, that 
he has moved to a new address outside the United States, his 
registration and enrollment shall be reinstated. 

4. The board of elections shall process and preserve the records 
of such cancelled registrations, including the original applications 
for such registrations, in the same manner and for the same period 

[Matter in italics is new; matter in brackets r ] is old law to be omitted.] 
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of time as the records of other voters registered under permanent 
personal registration. 

5. A special federal voter whose registration is cancelled shall 
be eligible to reregister in the manner provided by this title. 

6. Upon cancelling the registration of a special federal voter, 
the board of elections shall forthwith notify such voter at his last 
address outside the United States of the fact of the cancellation, 
the reason therefor, and of his right to reregister pursuant to this 
title. 

[Subel. 2 amended by chap. 91, Laws of 1992.1 

§ 11-210. Special federal voters; distribution of applica
tions for ballots. 1. Not earlier than sixty or later than forty 
days before each general or primary election in which special 
federal voters are eligible to vote, the board of elections shall mail 
to each voter who is eligible to vote in such election and who was 
registered pursuant to this title for the previous election at which 
such voters were eligible to vote, the application for a special 
federal ballot provided for by this title. 

2. If a special election for representative in congress is called 
by proclamation of the governor, such an application shall be 
mailed to each voter registered pursuant to this title, who is eligible 
to vote in such special election, not later than three days after 
the issuance of the proclamation for such special election. 

§ 11-212. Special federal ballots; delivery to polling 
place. 1. All special federal ballots received by the board of 
elections before noon on the day before election day shall be 
delivered to the election district in which the voter is registered 
in the same manner as absentee ballots. 

2. a. All such ballots received by the board of elections before 
the close of the polls on election day may be delivered to such 
election districts in the manner prescribed by this chapter for 
absentee ballots, or retained by the board of elections and cast 
and canvassed pursuant to section 9-209 of this chapter as the 
board of elections, in its discretion, shall determine by resolution 
adopted at least thirty days before election day. All ballots con· 
tained in envelopes showing a cancellation mark of the United 
States postal service, or a foreign country's postal service with a 
date which is ascertained to be not later than the day before 
election, shall be cast and counted if received by the board of 
elections not later than seven days following the day of election 
except that the special federal ballot of a voter who requested 
such ballot by letter, rather than application, shall not be counted 
unless a valid application form, signed by such voter, is received 
by the board of elections with such ballot. All ballots received by 
the board of elections between election day and the seventh day 
after election day shall be retained at the board and shall be cast 
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and canvassed in the same manner as other ballots retained by 
such board. 

b. Federal write-in ballots shall not be delivered to such election 
districts but shall be retained at the board of elections. Such 
ballots shall be cast and canvassed only if an application for a 
special federal ballot was received from the special federal voter 
at least thirty days before election day, if the federal write-in 
ballot was submitted from outside the United States, if such ballot 
is received by the board of elections not later than seven days 
following the day of election and if the special federal ballot which 
was sent to the voter is not received by the board of elections by 
such date. If such a federal write-in ballot is received after election 
day, the envelope in which it is received must contain a cancellation 
mark of the United States postal service or a foreigo country's 
postal service with a date which is ascertained to be not later 
than the day before election day. 

§ 11-214. Use of airmail. All ballots, applications, notices 
or other mail sent, pursuant to the provisions of this title, to 
addresses outside the United States, Canada or Mexico, shall be 
sent by airmail. 

§ 11-216. Forwarding of applications and ballots. 1. If 
the state board of elections receives any applications, requests for 
applications or ballots from persons who are or may be eligible 
to vote pursuant to this title, it shall forthwith forward such 
applications Or ballots to the board of elections in whose juris
diction such persons are or may be so eligible. 

2. If a board of elections receives any applications, requests for 
applications or ballots from persons who are or may be eligible 
to vote, pursuant to this title, from an address in the jurisdiction 
of another board of elections, the board receiving such applications 
or ballots shall forthwith mail them by first class mail to the board 
of elections in whose jurisdiction such persons are or may be so 
eligible. 

§ 11-218. Application of other prOVISIOns. 1. Except as 
otherwise provided in this title, special federal ballots shall be 
furnished, mailed, voted, returned, counted, canvassed and pre
served as elsewhere provided in this chapter for absentee voters' 
ballots. 

2. Except as otherwise provided in this title, all the provisions 
of this chapter with respect to registration, enrollment, special 
enrollment, correction of enrollment and change of enrollment 
shall be deemed to apply with respect to and in connection with 
the operation of this title. 
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3. AIl the provisions of this chapter relating to crimes against 
the elective franchise shall be deemed to apply with respect to 
and in connection with the operation of this title. 

4. The general provisions of this chapter shall apply with respect 
to this title except as they are inconsistent with this title, and 
the provisions of this title shall be construed liberally for the 
purposes herein expressed or intended. 

TITLE III 

SPECIAL BALLOTS 

Section 11-300. Special ballots on account of religious scruples. 
11-302. Special ballots for board of election employees. 
11-304. Special ballots; method of casting and counting. 

§ 11-300. Special ballots on account of religious scru
ples. A voter may deliver to the inspectors of election of the 
election district in which he is registered, or to the board of 
elections, at any time during the period in which an application 
for absentee ballot may be so delivered pursuant to the provisions 
of this chapter, a written statement of religious scruples against 
voting at a polling place located in a premises used for religious 
purposes. In the event the polling place for any such voter's election 
district shall be located in a premises used for religious purposes, 
the board of elections shall permit such voter to cast a special 
ballot, at an office of such board of elections, not earlier than one 
week before the election and not later than the close of the polls 
on election day. Such ballots may be delivered to the inspectors 
of election in the manner prescribed by this chapter for absentee 
ballots or retained at the board of elections and cast and canvassed 
pursuant to the provisions of section 9-209 of this chapter as such 
board shall, in its discretion, determine by resolution adopted at 
least thirty days before election day. 

§ 11-302. Special ballots for board of election employ
ees. A person who is an employee of the board of elections or 
who has been appointed to serve as an inspector of elections, poll 
clerk or election coordinator at a polling place other than the one 
at which he is registered to vote, may deliver to the inspectors 
of election of the election district in which he is registered, or to 
the board of elections, at any time during the period in which an 
application for an absentee ballot may be so delivered pursuant 
to the provisions of this chapter, a written statement that he will 
be unable to appear at the polling place for such election district 
on the day of an election because his duties as an employee of 
such board or as an inspector, poll clerk or election coordinator 
require him to be elsewhere. The board of elections shall permit 
such voter to cast a special ballot at an office of such board of 
elections not earlier than one week before the election and not 
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later than the close of the polls on election day. Such ballots may 
be delivered to the inspectors of election in the manner prescribed 
by this chapter for absentee ballots or retained at the board of 
elections and cast and canvassed pursuant to the provisions of 
section 9-209 of this chapter as such board shall, in its discretion, 
determine by resolution adopted at least thirty days before election 
day. 

§ 11-304. Special ballots; method of casting and count
ing. All ballots cast in any election district pursuant to the 
provisions of this title shall be cast and canvassed together with, 
and in the same manner as, any absentee ballots cast in such 
election district. 
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ARTICLE 12 

PRESIDENTIAL ELECTORS AND FEDERAL ELECTED OFFICERS 

Title I. Presidential and vice presidential electors. 
II. United States senators. 

III. Representatives in congress. 

TITLE I 

PRESIDENTIAL AND VICE PRESIDENTIAL ELECTORS 

Section 12-100. Electors of president and vice president. 
12-102. Lists of electors; state board of elections to 

furnish. 
12-104. Electoral college; meeting and organization. 
12-106. Electoral college; vote of the electors. 
12-108. Electoral college; certificate of vote, how dis

tributed. 
12-110. Electors; compensation. 

§ 12-100. Electors of president and vice president. At 
the general election in November preceding the time fixed by law 
of the United States for the choice of president and vice president 
of the United States, as many electors of president and vice 
president of the United States shall be elected, as this state shall 
be entitled to. Each vote cast for the candidates of any party or 
independent body for president and vice president of the United 
States and each vote cast for any write-in candidates for such 
offices shall be deemed to be cast for the candidates for elector 
of such party or independent body or the candidates for elector 
named in the certificate of candidacy of such write-in candidates. 

§ 12-102. Lists of electors; state board of elections to 
furnish. The state board of elections shall prepare seven lists, 
containing both the names of the persons who are elected as 
electors and a canvass of the votes cast for each candidate for 
elector, together with a certificate of determination thereon by the 
state board of canvassers; procure to the same the signature of 
the governor; cause to be affixed thereto the seal of the state, and 
in behalf of the governor, send one copy of such certified list to 
the administrator of general services of the United States by 
registered mail and deliver the six other copies thus signed and 
sealed to the president of the college of electors immediately after 
his election. 

§ 12-104. Electoral college; meeting and organiza
tion. The electors shall convene at the state capitol upon notice 
from, and at a place fixed by the secretary of state on the first 
Monday after the second Wednesday in December next following 
their election. Those of them who shall be assembled at twelve 
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o'clock noon of that day shall immediately at that hour fill, by 
majority vote, all vacancies in the electoral college occasioned by 
the death, refuaa1 to serve, or neglect to attend at that hour, of 
any elector, or any vacancies occasioned by an equal number of 
votes having been given for two or more candidates. The electoral 
college being thus completed, they shall then choose a president 
and one or more secretaries from their own body. 

§ 12-106. Electoral college; vote of the elec
tors. Immediately after the organization of the electoral college, 
the electors shall then and there vote by ballot for president and 
vice president, but no elector shall vote for more than one person 
who is a resident of this state. They shall name in separate ballots 
the persons voted for as president and vice president. They shall 
make and sign six certificates of all the votes given by them, each 
of which certificates shall contain two distinct lists, one with the 
votes for president and one with the votes for vice president. 
There shall be annexed to each of the certificates one of the lists 
of electors which shall have been furnished to them by the state 
board of elections. They shall seal up the certificates so made and 
certify upon each that the lists of all the votes of this state given 
for president and vice president are contained therein. 

§ 12-108. Electoral college; certificate of vote, how dis
tributed. The president of the electoral college shall distribute 
certificates so made with the lists attached thereto in the following 
manner. 

1. Forthwith, and before the fourth Wednesday in the said 
month of December, forward one certificate to the president of 
the United States senate at the seat of the federal government by 
registered mail. 

2. Forthwith, and before the fourth Wednesday in the said 
month of December deliver two certificates to the state board of 
elections, one of which shall be held by it subject to the order of 
the president of the United States senate and the other shall be 
preserved for one year and shall be a part of the public records 
of the board and be open to public inspection. 

3. On the following day forward two certificates to the admin
istrator of general services at the seat of the federal government 
by registered mail. 

4. Forthwith, and before the fourth Wednesday in the said 
month of December, deliver the other certificates to the chief judge 
of the United States District Court of the northern district of the 
state of New York. 

§ 12-110. Electors; compensation. Every elector of the state 
who shall attend at any meeting of the electoral college and give 
his vote at the time and place appointed by law, shall be entitled 
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to receive for his attendance at such election, the sum of fifteen 
dollars per day, together with thirteen cents per mile each way 
from his place of residence by the most usual traveled route, to 
the place of meeting of such electors, to be audited by the comp
troller upon the certificate of the secretary of state. 

TITLE II 
UNITED STATES SENATORS 

Section 12-200. United States senators; election of. 

§ 12-200. United States senators; election of. At the gen
eral election next preceding the expiration of the term of office 
of a United States senator from this state, a United States senator 
shall be elected by the people for a full term of six years. Elections 
to fill a vacancy for an unexpired term shall be held as provided 
in the public officers law. 

TITLE III 
REPRESENTATIVES IN CONGRESS 

Section 12-300. Representatives in congress; election of. 

§ 12-300. Representatives in congress; election 
of. Representatives in the house of representatives of the congress 
of the United States shall be chosen in the several congressional 
districts at the general election held in every even-numbered year. 
Elections to fill a vacancy for an unexpired term shall be held as 
provided in the public officers law. 
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ARTICLE 13 

• ANNUAL POLITICAL CALENDAR 

[. 1992 political calendar derived from permanent law and chap. 135. Laws of 
1992.) 

ARTICLE 14 

CAMPAIGN RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURES 

Section 14-100. Definitions. 
14-102. Statements of campaign receipts and expendi

tures by political committee. 
14-104. Statements of campaign receipts, contributions, 

transfers and expenditures by and to candi
dates. 

14-106. Political advertisements and literature. 
14-108. Time for filing statements. 
14-110. Place for filing statements. 
14-112. Limitation of amounts to be expended by or for 

candidates. 
14-114. Contribution and receipt limitations. 
14-116. Political contributions by certain organizations. 
14-118. Treasurer and depository of political committee; 

filing of name and address. 
14-120. Campaign contribution to be under true name 

of contributor. 
14-122. Accounting to treasurer or candidate; vouchers. 
14-124. Exceptions. 
14-126. Violations; penalties. 
14-128. Disposition of anonymous contributions. 
14-130. Campaign funds for personal use. 

§ 14-100. Definitions. As used in this article: 1. "political 
committee" means any corporation aiding or promoting and any 
committee, political club or combination of one or more persons 
operating or co-operating to aid or to promote the success or defeat 
of a political party or principle, or of any ballot proposal; or to 
aid or take part in the election or defeat of a candidate for public 
office or to aid or take part in the election or defeat of a candidate 
for nomination at a primary election or convention, including all 
proceedings prior to such primary election, or of a candidate for 
any party position voted for at a primary election, or to aid or 
defeat the nomination by petition of an independent candidate 
for public office; but nothing in this article shall apply to any 
committee or organization for the discussion or advancement of 
political questions or principles without connection with any vote 
or to a national committee organized for the election of presidential 
or vice-presidential candidates; provided, however, that a person 
or corporation making a contribution or contributions to a can-
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didate or a political committee which has filed pursuant to section 
14-118 shall not, by that fact alone, be deemed to be a political 
committee as herein defined. 

2. "party committee" means any committee provided for in the 
rules of the political party in accordance with section two-one 
hundred of this chapter, other than a constituted committee. 

3. "constituted committee" means a state committee, a county 
committee or a duly constituted subcommittee of a county com
mittee; 

4. "duly constituted subcommittee of a county committee" means, 
outaide the city of New York, a city, town or village committee, 
and, within the city of New York, an assembly district committee, 
which consista of all county committee members from the city, 
town, village or assembly district, as the case may be, and only 
such members; 

5. "non-candidate expenditures" means expenditures made by 
a party committee or a constituted committee to maintain a 
permanent headquarters and staff and carry on ordinary party 
activities not promoting the candidacy of specific candidates; 

6. "district" means the entire state or any part thereof, as the 
case may be; 

7. "candidate" means an individual who seeks nomination for 
election, or election to any public office or party position to be 
voted for at a primary, general or special or New York city 
community school district election or election for trustee of the 
Long Island Power Authority, whether or not the public office or 
party position has been specifically identified at such time and 
whether or not such individual is nominated or elected, and, for 
purposes of this subdivision, an individual shall be deemed to seek 
nomination for election, or election, to an office or position, if he 
has (1) taken the action necessary to qualify himself for nomination 
for election, or election, or (2) received contributions or made 
expenditures, given his consent for any other person to receive 
contributions or make expenditures, with a view to bringing about 
his nomination for election, or election, to any office or position 
at any time whether in the year in which such contributions or 
expenditures are made or at any other time; and 

8. "legislative leader" means any of the following: the speaker 
of the assembly; the minority leader of the assembly; the temporary 
president of the senate and the minority leader of the senate. 

9. "contribution" means: 
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(1) any gift, subscription, outstanding loan (to the extent pro
vided for in section 14-114 of this chapter), advance, or deposit 
of money or any thing of value, made in connection with the 
nomination for election, or election, of any candidate, or made to 
promote the success or defeat of a political party or principle, or 
of any ballot proposal, 

(2) any funds received by a political committee from another 
political committee to the extent such funds do not constitute a 
transfer, 

(3) any payment, by any person other than a candidate or a 
political committee authorized by the candidate, made in connec
tion with the nomination for election or election of any candidate, 
or any payment made to promote the success or defeat of a political 
party or principle, or of any ballot proposal including but not 
limited to compensation for the personal services of any individual 
which are rendered in connection with a candidate's election or 
nomination without charge; provided however, that none of the 
foregoing shall be deemed a contribution if it is made, taken or 
performed by a candidate or his spouse or by a person or a political 
committee independent of the candidate or his agents or authorized 
political committees. For purposes of this article, the term "in
dependent of the candidate or his agents or authorized political 
committees" shall mean that the candidate or his agents or au
thorized political committees did not authorize, request, suggest, 
foster or cooperate in any such activity; and provided further, that 
the term contribution shall not include: 

(A) the value of services provided without compensation by 
individuals who volunteer a portion or all of their time on behalf 
of a candidate or political committee, 

(B) the use of real or personal property and the cost of invi
tations, food and beverages voluntarily provided by an individual 
to a candidate or political committee on the individual's residential 
premises for candidate-related activities to the extent such services 
do not exceed five hundred dollars in value, and 

(e) the travel expenses of any individual who on his own behalf 
volunteers his personal services to any candidate or political com
mittee to the extent such expenses are unreimbursed and do not 
exceed five hundred dollars in value. 

10. "transfer" means any exchange of funds or any thing of 
value between political committees authorized by the same can
didate and taking part solely in his campaign, or any exchange 
of funds between a party or constituted committee and a candidate 
or any of his authorized political committees. 

11. "election" means all general, special and primary elections, 
but shall not include elections provided for pursuant to the edu
cation law, special district elections, fire district elections or library 
district elections. 
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§ 14-102. Statements of campaign receipts, contributions, 
transfers and expenditures to and by political commit
tees. 1. The treasurer of every political committee which, or any 
officer, member or agent of any such committee who, in connection 
with any election, receives or expends any money or other valuable 
thing or incurs any liability to pay money or its equivalent shall 
file statements sworn, or subscribed and bearing a form notice 
that false statements made therein are punishable as a class A 
misdemeanor pursuant to section 210.45 of the penal law, at the 
times prescribed by this article setting forth all the receipts, 
contributions to and the expenditures by and liabilities of the 
committee, and of its officers, members and agents in its behalf. 
Such statements shall include the dollar amount of any receipt, 
contribution or transfer, or the fair market value of any receipt, 
contribution or transfer, which is other than of money, the name 
and address of the transferor, contributor or person from whom 
received, and if the transferor, contributor or person is a political 
committee; the name of and the political unit represented by the 
committee, the date of its receipt, the dollar amount of every 
expenditure, the name and address of the person to whom it was 
made or the name of and the political unit represented by the 
committee to which it was made and the date thereof, and shall 
state clearly the purpose of such expenditure. Any statement 
reporting a loan shall have attached to it a copy of the evidence 
of indebtedness. Expenditures in sums under fifty dollars need not 
be specifically accounted for by separate items in said statements, 
and receipts and contributions aggregating not more than ninety
nine dollars, from anyone contributor need not be specifically 
accounted for by separate items in said statements, provided how
ever, that such expenditures, receipts and contributions shall be 
subject to the other provisions of section 14-118 of this article. 

2. Notwithstanding the provisions of subdivision one hereof, if 
the expenditures made and liabilities incurred in any calendar year 
by any political committee for the purpose of aiding or promoting 
the success or defeat of one or more ballot proposals are less than 
five thousand dollars and less than fifty percent of all the expen
ditures made and liabilities incurred by such committee in such 
year, then such committee shall be required to report only those 
contributions which are made to such committee exclusively for 
the purpose of aiding or promoting the success or defeat of such 
proposal or proposals, but such committee shall be required to 
report all expenditures made and liabilities incurred for such pur
poses. Nothing contained in this subdivision shall be construed 
to relieve any political committee aiding or promoting the success 
or defeat of a candidate from any of the reporting requirements 
imposed by this article. 

3. The state board of elections shall promulgate regulations with 
respect to the accounting methods to be applied in preparing the 
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statements required by the provisions of this article and shall 
provide forms suitable for such statements. 

§ 14-104. Statements of campaign receipts, contributions, 
transfers and expenditures by and to candidates. Any can· 
didate for election to public office, or for nomination for public 
office at a contested primary election or convention, or for election 
to a party position at a primary election, shall file statements 
sworn, or subscribed and bearing a form notice that false statements 
made therein are punishable as a class A misdemeanor pursuant 
to section 210.45 of the penal law, at the times prescribed by this 
article setting forth the particulars specified by section fourteen· 
one hundred two, as to all moneys or other valuable things, paid, 
given, expended or promised by him to aid his own nomination 
or election, or to promote the success or defeat of a political party, 
or to aid or influence the nomination or election or the defeat of 
any other candidate to be voted for at the election or primary 
election or at a convention, including contributions to political 
committees, officers, members or agents thereof, and transfers, 
receipts and contributions to him to be used for any of the purposes 
above specified, or in lieu thereof, any such candidate may file 
such a sworn statement at the first filing period, on a form 
prescribed by the state board of elections that such candidate has 
made no such expenditures and does not intend to make any such 
expenditures, except through a political committee authorized by 
such candidate pursuant to this article. A committee authorized 
by such a candidate may fulfill all of the filing requirements of 
this act on behalf of such candidate. 

§ 14-106. Political advertisements and literature. The 
statements required to be filed under the provisions of this article 
next succeeding a primary, general or special election shall be 
accompanied by a facsimile or copy of all advertisements, pam· 
phlets, circulars, flyers, brochures, letterheads and other printed 
matter purchased or produced and a schedule of all radio or 
television time, and scripts used therein, purchased in connection 
with such election by or under the authority of the person filing 
the statement or the committee or the person on whose behalf it 
is filed, as the case may be. Such facsimiles, copies, schedules and 
scripts shall be preserved by the officer with whom or the board 
with which it is required to be filed for a period of one year from 
the date of filing thereof. 

§ 14-108. Time for flling statements. 1. The statements 
required by this article shall be filed at such times as the state 
board of elections, by rule or regulation, shall specify; provided, 
however, that in no event shall the board provide for fewer than 
three filings in the aggregate in connection with any primary, 
general or special election, or in connection with a question to be 
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voted on and two of said filings shall be before any such election, 
including one such filing not less than thirty days nor more than 
forty-five days prior to such election and one such filing not less. 
than eleven days nor more than fifteen days prior to such election. 
In addition, the board shall provide that every political committee 
which has filed a statement of treasurer and depository shall make 
at least one filing every six months between the time such statement 
of treasurer and depository is filed and the time such committee 
goes out of business. If any candidate or committee shall be required 
by the provisions of this section, or by rule or regulation hereunder, 
to effect two filings within a period of five days, the state board 
of elections may, by rule or regulation, waive the requirement of 
filing the earlier of such statements. If a statement filed by a 
candidate or committee after the election to which it pertains is 
not a final statement showing satisfaction of all liabilities and 
disposition of all assets, such candidate or committee shall file 
such additional statements as the board shall, by rule or regulation 
provide until such a final statement is filed. 

2. Each statement shall cover the period up to and including 
the fourth day next preceding the day specified for the filing 
thereof; provided, however, that any contribution in excess of one 
thousand dollars, if received after the close of the period to be 
covered in the last statement filed before any primary, general or 
special election but before such election, shall be reported, in the 
same manner as other contributions, within twenty-four hours 
after receipt. 

3. Each statement shall be preserved by the officer with whom 
or the board with which it is required to be filed for a period of 
five years from the date of filing thereof. 

4. Each statement shall constitute a part of the public records 
of such officer or board and shall be open to public inspection. 

5. The state board of elections or other board of elections, as 
the case may be, shall notify each person required to file statements 
in accordance with this article of such person's failure to timely 
file. Such notice shall be in writing and mailed to the last known 
residence or business address of such person by certified mail, 
return receipt requested. Failure to file within five days of receipt 
of such notice shall constitute prima facie evidence of a willful 
failure to file. A copy of any such notice sent by a board of 
elections other than the state board of elections shall be sent by 
such other board to the state board. 

6. A statement shall be deemed properly filed when deposited 
in an established post-office within the prescribed time, duly 
stamped, certified and directed to the officer with whom or to the 
board with which the statement is required to be filed, but in the 
event it is not received, a duplicate of such statement shall be 
promptly filed upon notice by such officer or such board of its 
non-receipt. 
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§ 14-110. Place for filing statements. The places for filing 
the statements required by this article shall be determined by rule 
or regulation of the state board of elections; provided, however, 
that the statements of a candidate for election to the office of 
governor, lieutenant governor, attorney general, comptroller, mem
ber of the legislature, delegate to a constitutional convention, justice 
of the supreme court or for nomination for any such office at a 
primary election and of any committee aiding or taking part in 
the designation, nomination, election or defeat of candidates for 
one or more of such offices Or promoting the success or defeat of 
a question to be voted on by the voters of the entire state shall 
be filed with the state board of elections and in such other places 
as the state board of elections may, by rule or regulation provide. 

§ 14-112. Political committee authorization state
ment. Any political committee aiding or taking part in the elec
tion or nomination of any candidate, other than by making con
tributions, shall file, in the office in which the statements of such 
committee are to be filed pursuant to this article, either a sworn 
verified statement by the treasurer of such committee that the 
candidate has authorized the political committee to aid or take 
part in his election or that the candidate has not authorized the 
committee to aid or take part in his election. 

§ 14-114. Contribution and receipt limitations. 1. The 
following limitations apply to all contributions to candidates for 
election to any public office or for nomination for any such office, 
or for election to any party positions, and to all contributions to 
political committees working directly or indirectly with any can
didate to aid or participate in such candidate's nomination or 
election, other than any contributions to any party committee or 
constituted committee: 

a. In any election [for any party position to be voted on by the 
voters enrolled in a party in the entire state, and in any election] 
for a public office to be voted on by the voters of the entire state, 
or for nomination to any such office, no contributor may make a 
contribution to any candidate or political committee, and no can
didate or political committee may accept any contribution from 
any contributor, which is in the aggregate amount greater than: 
(i) in the case of any [election for party position or for] nomination 
to public office, the product of the total number of enrolled voters 
in the candidate's party in the state multiplied by $.005, but such 
amount shaU be not less than four thousand dollars nor more than 
twelve thousand doUars as increased or decreased by the cost of 
living adjustment described in paragraph c of this subdivision, and 
(ii) in the case of any election to a public office, [the product of 
the total number of registered voters in the state multiplied by 

[Matter in italics is new; matter in brackets [ ] is old law to be omitted.) 
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$.005] twenty-five thousand dollnrs as increased or decreased by 
the cost of living adjustment described in paragraph c of this 
subdivision; provided however, that the maximum amount which 
may be so contributed or accepted, in the aggregate, from any 
candidate's child, parent, grandparent, brother and sister, and the 
spouse of any such persons, shall not exceed in the case of any 
[election for party position or for] nomination to public office an 
amount equivalent to the product of the number of enrolled voters 
in the candidate's party in the state multiplied by $.025, and in 
the case of any election for a public office, an amount equivalent 
to the product of the number of registered voters in the state 
multiplied by $.025. 

b. In any other election for party position or for election to a 
public office or for nomination for any such office, no contributor 
may make a contribution to any candidate or political committee 
and no candidate or political committee may accept any contri
bution from any contributor, which is in the aggregate amount 
greater than: (il in the case of any election for party position, or 
for nomination to public office, the product of the total number 
of enrolled voters in the candidate's party in the district in which 
he is a candidate multiplied by $.05, and (iil in the case of any 
election for a public office, the product of the total number of 
registered voters in the district multiplied by $.05, or in the case 
of [an election or] a nomination for state senator, four thousand 
dollars[, whichever is greater, or] as increased or decreased by the 
cost of living adjustment described in paragraph c of this subdivision; 
in the case of an ekction for stote senator, six thousand two hundred 
fifty dollnrs as increased or decreased by the cost of living adjustment 
described in paragraph c of this subdivision; in the case of an 
election or nomination for a member of the assembly, twenty-five 
hundred dol1ars!. whichever is greater,] as increased or decreased 
by the cost of living adjustment described in paragraph c of this 
subdivision; but in no event shall any such maximum exceed fifty 
thousand dollars or be less than one thousand dollars; provided 
however, that the maximum amount which may be so contributed 
or accepted, in the aggregate, from any candidate's child, parent, 
grandparent, brother and sister, and the spouse of any such persons, 
shall not exceed in the case of any election for party position or 
nomination for public office an amount equivalent to the number 
of enrolled voters in the candidate's party in the district in which 
he is a candidate multiplied by $.25 and in the case of any election 
to public office, an amount equivalent to the number of registered 
voters in the district multiplied by $.25; Or twelve hundred fifty 
dol1ars, whichever is greater, or in the case of a nomination or 
election of a state senator, twenty thousand dollars, whichever is 
greater, or in the case of a nomination or election of a member 
of the assembly twelve thousand five hundred dollars, whichever 

[Matter in italics is new; matter in brackets [ ] is old law to be omitted.] 
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is greater, but in no event shall any such maximum exceed one 
hundred thousand dollars. 

[Paras. a and b as amended above by chap. 79, LaWB of 1992 take effect January 
1, 1993.) 

b. In any other election for party position or for election to a 
public office or for nomination for any such office, no contributor 
may make a contribution to any candidate or political committee 
and no candidate or political committee may accept any contri
bution from any contributor, which is in the aggregate amount 
greater than: (i) in the case of any election for party position, or 
for nomination to public office, the product of the total number 
of enrolled voters in the candidate's party in the district in which 
he is a candidate multiplied by $.05, and (ii) in the case of any 
election for a public office, the product of the total number of 
registered voters in the district multiplied by $.05, [or 1 Iwwever 
in the case of a nomination within the city of New York for the 
office of mayor, president of the council or comptroUer, such amount 
shaU be not less tlwn four tlwusand dollars nor more tlwn twelve 
tlwusand dollars as increased or decreased by the cost of living 
adjustment described in paragraph c of this subdivision; in the case 
of an election within the city of New York for the office of mayor, 
president of the councilor comptroller, twenty-five tlwusand dollars 
as increased or decreased by the cost of living adjustment described 
in paragraph c of this subdivision; in the case of a nomination for 
state senator, four thousand dollars as increased or decreased by 
the cost of living adjustment described in paragraph c of this 
subdivision; in the case of an election for state senator, six thousand 
two hundred fifty dollars as increased or decreased by the cost of 
living adjustment described in paragraph c of this subdivision; in 
the case of an election or nomination for a member of the assembly, 
twenty-five hundred dollars as increased or decreased by the cost 
of living adjustment described in paragraph c of this subdivision; 
but in no event shall any such maximum exceed fifty thousand 
dollars or be less than one thousand dollars; provided however, 
that the maximum amount which may be so contributed or ac
cepted, in the aggregate, from any candidate's child, parent, grand
parent, brother and sister, and the spouse of any such persons, 
shall not exceed in the case of any election for party position or 
nomination for public office an amount equivalent to the number 
of enrolled voters in the candidate's party in the district in which 
he is a candidate multiplied by $.25 and in the case of any election 
to public office, an amount equivalent to the number of registered 
voters in the district multiplied by $.25; or twelve hundred fifty 
dollars, whichever is greater, or in the case of a nomination or 
election of a state senator, twenty thousand dollars, whichever is 
greater, or in the case of a nomination or election of a member 
of the assembly twelve thousand five hundred dollars, whichever 

(Matter in italics is new; matter in brackets [ ) is old law to be omitted.] 
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is greater. but in no event shall any such maximum exceed one 
hundred thousand dollars. 

[Para. b 88 amended above by chap. 79. Laws of 1992 takes effect January 1, 
1994.] 

c. At the beginning of each fourth caumdar year. commencing in 
nineteen hundred ninety-five. the state board shall determine the 
percentage of the difference between the most recent availnbk monthly 
consumer price index for aU urban consumers published by the 
United States bureau of Inbor statistics and such consumer price 
index published for the same month four years previously. The 
amount of each contribution limit fixed in this subdivision shall be 
adjusted by the amount of such percentage difference to the cwsest 
one hundred doUars by the state board which. not /ater than the 
first day of February in each such year, shall issue a regulation 
publishing the amount of each such contribution limit. Each con
tribution limit as so adjusted shaU be the contribution limit in effect 
for any ekction held before the next such adjustment. 

]Para. c added by chap. 79, Law. of 1992. Takes effect January I, 1993.] 

2. For purposes of this section. contributions other than of 
money shall be evaluated at their fair market value. The state 
board of elections shall promulgate regulations. consistent with 
law. governing the manner of computing fair market value. 

3. As used in this section the term "contributor" shall not 
include a party committee supporting the candidate of such party 
or a constituted committee supporting the candidate of such party. 

4. For purposes of this section. a portion of every contribution 
to a party committee. expended as other than non -candidate ex
penditures. and a portion of every contribution to a political 
committee authorized to support more than one candidate. shall 
be deemed contributed to every candidate supported by such com
mittee. That portion shall be determined by allocating the con
tributions received by the committee among all the candidates 
supported by the committee in accordance with any formula based 
upon reasonable standards established by the committee. The 
statementa filed by such committee in accordance with this article 
shall set forth. in addition to the other information required to 
be set forth. the total amount received by the committee from 
each contributor on behalf of all such candidates and the amount 
of each such contribution allocated to each candidate by dollar 
amount and percentage. Nothing in this subdivision shall require 
allocating contributions expended on non-candidate expenditures 
to candidates. 

5. No constituted committee may expend. in any twelve month 
period terminating on the day of a general election. other than 
as non-candidate expenditures. any portion of any individual con
tribution which exceeds. in the case of a state committee. one-

[Matter in italics is new.] 
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half of one cent for each registered voter in the state, or, in the 
case of any other constituted committee, the greater of one cent 
for each registered voter in the district in which the committee 
is organized or five hundred dollars. The number of such voters 
shall be determined as of the date of such general election or as 
of the date of the general election in whichever of the preceding 
four years shall result in the greatest number. 

6. a. A loan made to a candidate or political committee, other 
than a constituted committee, by any person, firm, association or 
corporation other than in the regular course of the lender's business 
shall be deemed, to the extent not repaid by the date of the 
primary, general or special election, as the case may be, a con
tribution by such person, firm, association or corporation. 

b. A loan made to a candidate or political committee, other 
than a constituted committee, by any person, firm, association or 
corporation in the regular course of the lender's business shall be 
deemed, to the extent not repaid by the date of the primary, 
general or special election, as the case may be, a contribution by 
the obligor on the loan and by any other person endorsing, co
signing, guaranteeing, collateralizing or otherwise providing secu
rity for the loan. 

7. For the purpose of this section, the number of registered or 
enrolled voters shall be determined as of the date of the general, 
special or primary election, as the case may be or as of the date 
of the general election in any of the preceding four years, whichever 
date shall result in the greatest number and candidates running 
jointly for the offices of governor and lieutenant governor in a 
general or special election shall be deemed to be one candidate. 

8. Except as may otherwise be provided for a candidate and his 
family, no person may contribute, loan or guarantee in excess of 
one hundred fifty thouaand dollars within the state in connection 
with the nomination or election of persons to state and local public 
offices and party positions within the state of New York in any 
one calendar year. For the purposes of this subdivision "loan" or 
"guarantee" shall mean a loan or guarantee which is not repaid 
or discharged in the calendar year in which it is made. 

9. a. No person, corporation, joint-stock association or part
nership who or which is an applicant or bidder in a matter before 
the board of estimate of the city of New York which requires 
such board to exercise its responsibility or authority pursuant to 
section sixty-seven of the New York city charter, no person who 
owns more than five percent of the outstanding stock, or who is 
an officer of any corporation or joint-stock association which is 
such an applicant or bidder and no person who is a partner in 
any partnership or other entity which is such an applicant or 
bidder may, during the period beginning six months before and 
ending twelve months after official consideration by the board of 
estimate of an application, petition, bid or request by such applicant 
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or bidder, make a contribution or loan in excess of three thousand 
doUars to any candidate who is an incumbent member of such 
board of estimate, any person who is a candidate for any such 
public office and any political committee authorized by such public 
official or such candidate pursuant to section 14-112 of this article 
to aid or take part in his election or any party or constituted 
committee in the city of New York of any party which has 
nominated any such public official or candidate for any such office 
and no such public official, candidate, party committee constituted 
committee or political committee may accept any such contribu
tions or loans which aggregate more than three thousand dollars. 

b. Any such person, corporation, joint-stock association or part
nership which has made a contribution or loan in excess of three 
thousand dollars during the six months before any such official 
consideration by the board of estimate, shall forthwith, upon such 
official consideration, inform the secretary of the board of estimate 
of such contribution and inform the public official, candidate, party 
committee, constituted committee or political committee autho
rized by such public official or such candidate pursuant to section 
14-112 of this article to aid or take part in his election to which 
such contribution or loan was made of such official consideration 
by such board of estimate. 

c. Any such public official, candidate, party committee, consti
tuted committee or political committee authorized by such public 
official or such candidate pursuant to section 14-112 of this article 
to aid or take part in his election shall return to the contributor, 
any contributions or loan which is prohibited by this subdivision, 
forthwith, upon becoming aware through information received from 
the contributor, the board of elections, the City Record or the 
board of estimate, that such contribution was so prohibited. How
ever, if at the time of such official consideration, such public 
official or candidate or the public official or candidate supported 
by such committee is no longer a member of the board of estimate 
and/or no longer a candidate for such a public office, such con
tribution or loan shall not be required to be returned by such 
public official, candidate or committee pursuant to the provisions 
of this subdivision. 

d. The secretary of the board of estimate shall prepare each 
month and file with the board of elections of the city of New 
York, a list of all such persons, corporations, joint-stock associ
ations and partnerships which are applicants or bidders in any 
such matter before such board. Such list shall also be promptly 
published in the City Record. 

10. a. No contributor may make a contribution to a party or 
constituted committee and no such committee may accept a con
tribution from any contributor which, in the aggregate, is greater 
than sixty-two thousand five hundred dollars per annum. 
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b. At the beginning of each fourth calendar year, commencing in 
nineteen hundred ninety-five, the state board shall determine the 
percentage of the difference betueen the most recent availabk monthly 
consumer price index for all urban consumers publi3hed by the 
United States bureau of labor statistics and such consumer price 
index publi3hed for the same month four years previously. The 
amount of such contribution limit fixed in paragraph a of this 
subdivision shall be adjusted by the amount of such percentage 
difference ta the closest one hundred dollars by the state board 
which, not /ater than the first day of February in each such year, 
shall issue a regulation publishing the amount of such contribution 
limit. Such contribution limit as so adjusted shall be the contribution 
limit in effect for any ekction held before the next such adjustment. 

[Subd. 10. added by chap. 79, Laws of 1992. Takes effect Jaouary I, 1993.) 

§ 14-116. Political contributions by certain organiza
tions. 1. No corporation or joint-stock association doing business 
in this state, except a corporation or association organized or 
maintained for political purposes only, shall directly or indirectly 
payor use or offer, consent or agree to payor use any money or 
property for or in aid of any political party, committee or organi
zation, or for, or in aid of, any corporation, joint-stock or other 
association organized or !'laintained for political purposes, or for, 
or in aid of, any candidate for political office or for nomination 
for such office, or for any political purpose whatever, or for the 
reimbursement or indemnification of any person for moneys or 
property so used. Any officer, director, stock-holder, attorney or 
agent of any corporation or joint-stock association which violates 
any of the provisions of this section, who participates in, aids, 
abets or advises or consents to any such violations, and any person 
who solicits or knowingly receives any money or property in 
violation of this section, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor. 

2. Notwithstanding the provisions of subdivision one of this 
section, any corporation or an organization financially supported 
in whole or in part, by such corporation may make expenditures, 
including contributions, not otherwise prohibited by law, for po
litical purposes, in an amount not to exceed five thousand dollars 
in the aggregate in any calendar year; provided that no public 
utility shall use revenues received from the rendition of public 
service within the state for contributions for political purposes 
unless such cost is charged to the shareholders of such a public 
service corporation. 

§ 14-118. Treasurer and depository of political committee; 
filing of name and address. 1. Every political committee shall 
have a treasurer and a depository, and shall cause the treasurer 
to keep detailed, bound accounts of all receipts, transfers, loans, 

(Matter in italics is new.) 
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liabilities, contributions and expenditures, made by the committee 
or any of its officers, members or agents acting under its authority 
or in its behalf. All such accounts shall be retained by a treasurer 
for a period of five years from the date of the filing of the final 
statement with respect to the election, primary election or con
vention to which they pertain. No officer, member or agent of any 
political committee shall receive any receipt, transfer or contri
bution, or make any expenditure or incur any liability until the 
committee shall have chosen a treasurer and depository and filed 
their names in accordance with this subdivision. There shall be 
filed in the office in which the committee is required to file its 
statements under section 14-110 of this article, within five days 
after the choice of a treasurer and depository, a statement giving 
the name and address of the treasurer chosen, the name and 
address of any person authorized to sign checks by such treasurer, 
the name and address of the depository chosen and the candidate 
or candidates or ballot proposal or proposals the success or defeat 
of which the committee is to aid or take part; provided, however, 
that such statementa shall not be required of a constituted com
mittee and provided further that a political committee which makes 
no expenditures, to aid or take part in the election or defeat of 
a candidate, other than in the form of contributions, shall not be 
required to list the candidates being supported or opposed by such 
committee. Such statement shall be signed by the treasurer and 
all other persons authorized to sign checks. Any change in the 
information required in any statement shall be reported, in an 
amended statement filed in the same manner and in the same 
office as an original statement filed under this section, within two 
days after it occurs. Only a banking organization authorized to 
do business in this state may be designated a depository hereunder. 

2. No candidate, political committee, or agent thereof may re
ceive from anyone person an aggregate amount greater than one 
hundred dollars except in the form of a check, draft or other 
instrument payable to the candidate, political committee or treas
urer and signed or endorsed by the donor; except that such a 
candidate, political committee or agent may receive contributions 
in amounts greater than one hundred dollars which are made by 
credit card, provided that such candidate, political committee or 
agent preserves, together with the other accounts which such 
candidate, committee or agent is required to preserve pursuant to 
the provisions of this article, a copy of the document which was 
submitted to secure payment of the funds so contributed. All such 
checks, drafts or other instruments shall be deposited in the 
account of the candidate or committee in the designated depository. 
No candidate or political committee shall expend an amount in 
excess of one hundred dollars except by check drawn on the 
depository and signed by the candidate or person authorized to 
sign checks by him or in the case of a political committee, the 
treasurer or a person authorized to sign checks by him. 
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3. Every candidate who receives or expends any money or other 
valuable thing or incurs any liability to pay money or its equivalent 
shall keep and retain detailed, bound accounts as provided in 
subdivision a of this section. 

§ 14-120. Campaign contribution to be under true name 
of contributor. I.No person shall in any name except his own, 
directly or indirectly, make a payment or a promise of payment 
to a candidate or political committee or to any officer or member 
thereof, or to any person acting under its authority or in its behalf 
or on behalf of any candidate, nor shall any such committee or 
any such person or candidate knowingly receive a payment or 
promise of payment, or enter or cause the same to be entered in 
the accounts or records of such committee, in any name other 
than that of the person or persons by whom it is made. 

2. Notwithstanding subdivision one of this section, a partnership, 
as defined in section ten of the partnership law, may be considered 
a separate entity for the purposes of this section, and as such may 
make contributions in the name of said partnership without at
tributing such contributions to the individual members of the part
nership provided thot any such contribution made by a partnership 
to a candidate or to a political committee, shaU not exceed, twenty
five hundred dollars. In the event that such partnership contribution 
to any such candidate or political committee exceeds twenty-five 
hundred dollars, the aggregate amount of such contribution shall 
be attributed to each partner whose share of the contribution exceeds 
ninety-nine dollars. 

[Section amended by chap. 79, Laws of 1992.) 

§ 14-122. Accounting to treasurer or candidate; vouch
ers. 1. Whoever, acting as an officer, member or agent of a 
political committee, or as an agent of a candidate for election to 
public office, or for nomination for public office at a primary 
election or convention, or for election to party position at a primary 
election, receives any receipt, contribution or transfer, or makes 
any expenditure or incurs any liability, shall, within three days 
after demand and in any event within fourteen days after any 
such receipt, transfer, contribution, expenditure, or liability, give 
to the treasurer of such committee, or to such candidate if an 
agent authori2ed by him a detailed account of the same, with all 
vouchers required by this article, which shall be a part of the 
accounts and files of such treasurer or such candidate. 

2. Every payment required to be accounted for, unless the total 
expense payable to anyone person be not in excess of ten dollars; 
shall be vouched for by a receipted bill stating the particulars of 
expense. 

[Matter in italics is new.] 
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§ 14-124. Exceptions. 1. This article shall not apply to any 
person, association or corporation engaged in the publication or 
distribution of any newspaper or other publication issued at regular 
intervals in respect to the ordinary conduct of such business. 

2. The filing requirements and the expenditure, contribution 
and receipt limits of this article shall not apply to any candidate 
or committee who or which engages exclusively in activities on 
account of which, pursuant to the laws of the United States, there 
is required to be filed a statement or report of the campaign 
receipts, expenditures and liabilities of such candidate or committee 
with an office or officers of the government of the United States, 
provided a copy of each such statement or report is filed in the 
office of the state board of elections. 

2-a. The provisions of sections 14-102, 14-112 and subdivision 
one of section 14-118 of this article shall not apply to a political 
committee supporting or opposing candidates for state or local 
office which, pursuant to the laws of the United States, is required 
to file a statement or report of the campaign receipts, expenditures 
and liabilities of such committee with an office or officer of the 
government of the United States, provided that such committee 
makes no expenditures to aid or take part in the election or defeat 
of a candidate for state or local office other than in the form of 
contributions which do not exceed in the aggregate one thousand 
dollars in any calendar year, and provided further, that a copy of 
the federal report which lists such contributions is filed with the 
appropriate board of elections at the same time that it is filed 
with the federal filing office or officer. 

3. The contribution and receipt limits of this article shall not 
apply to monies received and expenditures made by a party com
mittee or constituted committee to maintain a permanent head
quarters and staff and carry on ordinary activities which are not 
for the express purpose of promoting the candidacy of specific 
candidates. 

4. No candidate and no political committee taking part solely 
in his campaign and authorized to do so by him in accordance 
with this article and no committee involved solely in promoting 
the success or defeat of a ballot proposal shall be required to file 
a statement required by sections 14-102 and 14-104 of this article 
if at the close of the reporting period for whic!> such statement 
would be required neither the aggregate receipts nor the aggregate 
expenditures by and on behalf of such candidate or to promote 
the success or defeat of such proposal, by such candidate or such 
political committee or committees exceed one thousand dollars 
and such candidate or such committee files, on the filing date 
otherwise provided, a statement, sworn or subscribed and bearing 
a form notice that false statements made therein are punishable 
as a class A misdemeanor pursuant to section 210.45 of the penal 
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law, stating that each of such aggregate receipts and aggregate 
expenditures does not exceed one thousand dollars. 

5. The provisions of sections 14-104 and 14-112, and subdivision 
a of section 14-118 shall not apply to any candidate for member 
of a county committee of a political party or any candidate for 
delegate or alternate delegate to a judicial district convention if 
the campaign expenditures made by or on behalf of such candidate 
do not exceed fifty dollars. 

6. The provisions of sections 14-102, 14-104, and 14-118 re
spectively, of this article shall not apply to a candidate or a 
committee taking part solely in his campaign and authorized to 
do so by him in accordance with the provisions of this article in 
a campaign for election to public office or to a committee involved 
solely in promoting the success or defeat of a ballot proposal in 
a city, town or village having a population of less than ten thousand, 
as shown by the latest federal or state census or enumeration, 
unless the aggregate receipts of said candidate and his authorized 
committees or the committees promoting the success or defeat of 
a proposal or the aggregate expenditures made by such candidate 
and his authorized committees or the committees promoting the 
success or defeat of a proposal exceed one thousand dollars. 

7. No candidate who is unopposed in a primary election and 
no political committee authorized by him pursuant to the provi
sions of this article and taking part solely in his campaign shall 
be required to file the two statements of receipts, expenditures 
and contributions required by this article to be filed immediately 
prior to such uncontested primary election, provided that all the 
information which would be required to be filed in such statements 
for a candidate for election to public office shall be contained in 
the first statement required to be filed in connection with the 
ensuing general election. 

8. A political committee formed solely to promote the success 
or defeat of any ballot proposal submitted to vote at a public 
election is exempt from filing statements required by this article 
until that committee has received or expended an amount in excess 
of one hundred dollars. 

§ 14-126. Violations; penalties. 1. Any person who fails to 
file a statement required to be filed by this article shall be subject 
to a civil penalty, not in excess of one hundred dollars, to be 
recoverable in a special proceeding or civil action to be brought 
by the state board of elections or other board of elections. 

2. Any person who knowingly and willfully fails to file a state
ment required to be filed by this article within ten days after the 
date provided for filing such statement or any person who know
ingly and willfully violates any other provision of this article shall 
be guilty of a misdemeanor. 
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3. Any person who knowingly and willfully contributes, accepts 
or aids or participates in the acceptsnce of a contribution in an 
amount exceeding an applicable maximum specified in this article 
shall be guilty of a misdemeanor. 

4. Any person who shall, acting on behalf of a candidate or 
political committee, knowingly and willfully solicit, organize or 
coordinate the formation of activities of one or more unauthorized 
committees, make expenditures in connection with the nomination 
for election or election of any candidate, or solicit any person to 
make any such expenditures, for the purpose of evading the con
tribution limitations of this article, shall be guilty of a class E 
felony. 

§ 14-128. Disposition of anonymous contributions. Any 
anonymous contributions received by a campaign treasurer, polit
ical committee or agency thereof shall not be used or expended, 
but the same shall be paid over to the comptroller of the state of 
New York for deposit in the general treasury of the state unless, 
before the date for filing statements and reports as herein provided, 
the identity of such anonymous contributor shall become known, 
and, in such event the anonymous contribution shall be returned 
to such contributor or retained and properly reported as a con
tribution from such contributor. 

§ 14-130. Campaign funds for personal use. Contributions 
received by a candidate or a political committee may be expended 
for any lawful purpose. Such funds shall not be converted by any 
person to a personal use which is unrelated to a political campaign 
or the holding of a public office or party position. 
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ARTICLE 15 

VILLAGE ELECTIONS 

Section 15-100. Application of article. 
15-102. Definitions. 
15-104. General village election. 

Art. 15 

15-106. Special village elections for officers. 
15-108. Designation and nomination of candidates. 
15-110. Election districts. 
15-112. Registers and poll books; how used. 
15-114. Number of voting machines. 
15-116. Inspectors of elections. 
15-118. Registration of voters. 
15-120. Absentee voting at village elections. 
15-122. Absentee voting at village elections for persons 

unable to appear because of illness or physical 
disability. 

15-124. Duties of village clerk. 
15-126. Canvass of election. 
15-128. Notice to person chosen to a village office. 
15-130. Election of trustees by wards. 
15-132. Votes upon propositions to be by ballot or voting 

machine. 
15-134. Failure to designate terms. 
15-136. Refusal of officer to surrender his office. 
15-138. Judicial review of matters relating to village 

elections. 

§ 15-100. Application of article. This article applies to all 
general and special village elections for officers and all the pro
visions of this chapter, not inconsistent with this article, shall 
apply to all village elections except that if a village has adopted 
a resolution pursuant to paragraph c of subdivision one of section 
15-104 of this article, the other provisions of this chapter governing 
the conduct of elections and proceedings relating thereto, including 
the manner and times for making nominations and proceedings 
relating to absentee voting, and the provisions of this article not 
inconsistent with other provisions of this chapter shall apply to 
such elections. 

§ 15-102. Definitions. The terms used in this article shall 
have the meaning herein defined unless other meaning is clearly 
apparent in language or context: 

1. "General village election" means the annual or biennial elec
tion for village officers. 

2. "Special village election" means any election of village officers, 
other than, the general village election. 
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3. "Village election" means and includes both general and special 
village elections for officers. 

4. "Publish" means that any notice or resolution required to be 
published by a village shall be so printed within the time required 
in the law requiring publication in the official newspaper of the 
village, or if none, one of general circulation within the village. 

5. "Village primary" means any election held by a political party 
for the purpose of nominating candidates for elective village offices. 

§ 15-104. General village election. 1. a. The general vii· 
lage election shall be held on the third Tuesday in March except 
in any village which presently elects, or hereafter adopts a prop· 
osition to elect, its officers on a date other than the third Tuesday 
in March. 

b. In any village in which the general village election, or a 
special village election for officers pursuant to this chapter, is 
scheduled to be held on the third Tuesday of March, for any year 
in which the seventeenth day of March shall fallon such Tuesday, 
the board of trustees of such village may provide, by the resolution 
prescribed by paragraph a of subdivision three of this section, that 
such election shall be held on the eighteenth day of March. Any 
provision of a resolution adopted pursuant to this subdivision shall 
not otherwise alter the political calendar for any such election, 
which shall continue to be computed from the third Tuesday of 
March. Notwithstanding the provisions of subdivision five of this 
section, any provision of a resolution adopted pursuant to this 
subdivision shall be effective only if such provision is specifically 
published as provided by this section. 

c. The board of trustees of a village may adopt a resolution, 
subject to a permissive referendum as provided in article nine of 
the village law, providing that village elections shall be conducted 
by the board of elections. The board of trustees of a village which 
has adopted such a resolution and which is wholly in one county 
may also adopt a resolution providing that village elections shall 
occur on the day of the general election provided that all the 
election districts contained within such village are wholly within 
such village. Upon approval of such a resolution by the board of 
trustees and, if requested by petition, approval by a vote of the 
qualified voters of the village, the county board of elections shall 
conduct all village elections including in those cases in which such 
village elections are held on the day of the general election, primary 
elections, if any. Such resolution shall be effective for all elections 
in such village held more than six months after such resolution 
is adopted, provided however, that a resolution providing that 
village elections shall occur on the day of the general election, 
shall be effective for such elections in such village for which the 
primary election is held more than six months after such resolution 
is adopted. 
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d. In any village which adopts a local law which provides for 
run-off elections pursuant to the provisions of this chapter, such 
a village must elect its officers on the first Tuesday of the month 
in which it chooses to hold such election. 

2. A proposition changing the date of the general village election 
shall not become effective until the next election regularly scheduled 
to be held more than one hundred twenty days following its 
adoption. Upon the adoption of such a proposition, the term of 
any village officer elected at the election at which such proposition 
is adopted or less than one hundred twenty-one days thereafter, 
and the term of any village officer whose successor is scheduled 
to be selected more than one hundred twenty days thereafter shall 
be extended until the date fixed as a result of such proposition 
for his successor to take office. 

3. a. The village clerk of a village shall, at least four months 
prior to the general village election publish a notice designating 
the office or offices to be filled at such election and the term or 
terms thereof. In the event of a special village election to fill a 
vacancy as provided in this article, such notice shall be published 
at least sixty days prior to such date of the special election. 

b. The board of trustees of a village shall, at least sixty days 
before any village election conducted by either the village clerk or 
the board of elections on a date other than the date of the general 
election, adopt a resolution which shall state: 

(1) the polling place in each election district 
(2) the hours during which the polls shall be open, which shall 

include at least the hours from noon to nine o'clock in the evening. 
c. The village clerk shall publish, at least ten days prior to any 

village election, a notice which shall state: 
(1) the polling place in each election district 
(2) the hours during which the polls shall be open 
(3) the names and addresses of all those who have been duly 

nominated in accordance with the provisions of this chapter for 
village office by certificate or petition of nomination duly filed 
with the village clerk and the office and term of such office for 
which they have been so nominated 

(4) an abstract of any proposition to be voted upon. 
4. In addition to such publication, a copy of such notice shall 

be posted in at least six conspicuous public places within the 
village and at each polling place at least one day before the village 
election. 

5. The failure of the village to publish and post all required 
information shall not invalidate the election provided, however, 
that a vote on a proposition shall be void if the required notice 
of election is not given. 
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§ 15-106. Special village elections for officers. 1. a. In a 
village where the rules of any party require that any nomination 
of candidates for village office by such party be made at a primary 
election, pursuant to this article; 

(1) Special village elections shall be held on the third Tuesday 
of the month preceding the end of the current official year in 
which no general village election is regularly scheduled, to fill a 
vacancy or vacancies in an office or offices occurring: 

(a) More than one hundred five days prior to such Tuesday; 
(b) Less than seventy-five days prior to the third Tuesday of 

the month preceding the end of the preceding official year; 
(2) Such primary election shall be waived, such party nomination 

or nominations made by the party caucus, and special village 
elections for officers held: 

(a) On the third Tuesday of the month preceding the end of 
the current official year in which no general village election is 
regularly scheduled, to fill a vacancy or vacancies in an office or 
offices occurring between seventy-five and one hundred five days, 
inclusive, prior to such Tuesday; 

(b) On a Tuesday as soon as practicable: 
(i) Whenever the day fixed by law for a general village election 

shall have passed and no election shall have been held thereon, 
but in no event on a day less than sixty-one nor more than ninety
five days after the day on which the official call for such special 
election is made by the board of trustees of the village, whether 
such official call is made before or after the day fixed by law for 
such general village election; 

(ii) Whenever the day fixed by law for a general village election 
shall have passed and any office or offices which should have been 
filled at such election shall have been omitted from the ballot 
therefor, but in no event on a day less than sixty-one nor more 
than ninety-five days after the day on which the official call for 
such special election is made by the board of trustees of the village, 
whether such official call is made before or after the day fixed by 
law for such general village election; or 

(iii) Whenever vacancies the village's board of trustees constitute 
a majority of the seats thereof, but in no event less than sixty
one nor more than ninety-five days after the day on which such 
vacancies first constitute such majority. 

b. In any other village, special village elections shall be held; 
(1) On the third Tuesday of the month preceding the end of 

the current official year in which no general village election is 
regularly scheduled to fill a vacancy or vacancies in an office or 
offices occurring: 

(a) At least seventy-five days prior to such Tuesday; 
(b) Less than seventy-five days prior to the third Tuesday of 

the month preceding the end of the preceding official year; 
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(2) On a Tuesday as soon as practicable: 
(a) Whenever the day fixed by law for a general village election 

shall have passed and no election shall have been held thereon, 
but in no event on a day less than sixty-one nor more than ninety
five days after the day on which the official call for such election 
is made by the board of trustees of the village, whether such 
official call for such special election is made before or after the 
day fixed by law for such general village election; 

(b) Whenever the day fixed by law for a general village election 
shall have passed and any office or offices which should have been 
filled at such election shall have been omitted from the ballot 
therefor, but in no event on a day less than sixty-one nor more 
than ninety-five days after the day on which the official call for 
such special election is made by the board of trustees of the village, 
whether such official call is made before or after the day fixed by 
law for such general village election; or 

(c) Whenever vacancies in the village's board of trustees con
stitute a majority of the seats thereof, but in no event on a day 
less than sixty-one nor more than ninety-five days after the day 
on which such vacancies first constitute such majority. 

2. Any officer elected at any such special village election shall 
fill the office to which elected for the remainder of the current 
term of such office, and shall enter upon the duties of such office 
at the end of the current official year, except that such officer 
shall enter upon the duties of such office immediately whenever: 

a. such office is then vacant or becomes vacant prior to the end 
of the current official year; or 

b. such special election is held after the end of any official year 
during which a general village election was scheduled to be held 
but was not held; or 

c. such special election is held after the end of any official year 
to fill a vacancy in an office that was to be filled at the preceding 
general election but was omitted from the ballot therefor. 

3. Except as herein otherwise provided, no such election shall 
be held either in the month of, or in the month prior to, a regularly 
scheduled general village election. 

4. Notice of a special village election for officers shall be given 
in the same manner as for a general village election. If the offices 
of all trustees and mayor are vacant the notice shall be given by 
the village clerk. If the office of village clerk is also vacant the 
election shall be held at the call of, and noticed by, at least twenty
five residents qualified to vote for village office. 

§ 15-108. Designation and nomination of candidates_ 1. 
Nominations of candidates for elective village offices shall be made 
as provided in this section. 
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2. a. Party nominations of candidates for village offices in any 
county shall be made at a party caucus or, if the rules of the 
county committee, heretofore or hereafter adopted consistent with 
the provisions of this chapter so provide, at a primary election. 
If the rules of the county committee of any political party provide 
that party nominations for village offices of that party in any or 
all villages in the county shall be made at a village primary election, 
such primary election shall be held forty-nine days prior to the 
date of the village election. In the event there is no village com
mittee with a chairman, the chairman of the county committee 
or such other person or body as the rules of such committee may 
provide, shall desigoate an enrolled member of the party who is 
a qualified voter of the village as the village election chairman. 
Such village chairman shall have general party responsibility for 
the conduct of the village caucus or primary election. For the 
purposes of this section, a village shall be deemed to be located 
within a county for the purposes of county political organization 
if more than fifty percent of the population of the village as shown 
by the last federal decennial, or special census resides in that 
portion of the village located in that county. Such nomination 
shall be made not more than fifty-six, nor less than forty-nine 
days prior to the date of the village election. 

b. A notice of any village primary held for making party nom
inations of candidates for village offices to be filled at a village 
election shall be given by the proper party authorities by publi
cation at least once in each of the two weeks preceding the primary 
in at least one newspaper of general circulation within the village. 

c. A notice of any party caucus held for making party nomi
nations for village offices for village elections shall be given by 
the proper party authorities either by newspaper publication thereof 
once within the village at least one week and not more than two 
weeks preceding the caucus, or by posting such notice in six public 
places in the village at least ten days preceding the caucus. 

d. The notice shall specify the time and place or places, and 
the purpose of such caucus or primary, including the offices for 
which candidates will be nominated thereat. For such village pri
mary or caucus there shall be one or more polling places in each 
subdivision from which a candidate is nominated. There shall be 
a chairman and a secretary and tellers for each such village primary 
or caucus, who shall be appointed by the appropriate party officials. 
No person shall participate in such primary or caucus who is not 
a resident of the village and an enrolled voter of the party con
ducting the primary or caucus. At any primary or caucus in which 
nominees are chosen by vote of the people in attendance, the 
person eligible and receiving the highest number of votes for an 
office shall be deemed nominated. Such village primary or caucus 
shall not be conducted at any expense to the village. 
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e. Any party nomination made at any such caucus or village 
primary shall be evidenced by the filing with the village clerk of 
a certificate of nomination in the form prescribed by this chapter, 
as provided in subdivision seven of this section. There shall be 
filed, together with such certificate, a list of enrolled members of 
the party who have participated in such caucus or primary. Such 
list shall be certified by the presiding officer or secretary of such 
caucus or primary. 

3. a. Party designations for elective village offices shall be made 
on a designating petition which shall be on white paper containing 
the signatures in ink of residents of the village who are registered 
to vote with the appropriate county board of elections at the time 
of signing and who are enrolled in such political party. The sheets 
of such a petition shall be numbered consecutively, beginning with 
number one, at the foot of each sheet. Such petition must set 
forth in each instance the correct date of signing, the full name 
of the signer, his present address, the ward if any, the village 
election district, and a committee to fill vacancies consisting of 
at least three qualified voters of the village enrolled in such party 
and their residence within the village. A signer need not himself 
fill in the date, residence, ward or election district. Each sheet of 
such petition must be in substantially the following form and shall 
contain all the information required therein: 

PARTY DESIGNATING PETITION 

I, the undersigned do hereby state that I am a registered voter 
of the VilJage of . . . .. and a duly enrolled voter of the ....... . 
party and entitled to vote at the next primary election of such 
party, that my place of residence is truly stated opposite roy 
signature hereto, and I hereby designate the following named 
persons as candidates for nomination of such party for the public 
offices to be voted for at the primary election to be held on the 
. . . . .. day of .. . . . .. 19 .... as hereinafter specified. 

Name of 
Candidate Public Office Term Residence 

I do hereby appoint (insert names and addresses of at least 
three persons, all of whom shall be enrolled voters of said party) 
as a committee to fill vacancies in accordance with the provisions 
of the election law. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand, the 
day and year placed opposite my signature. 
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Date Name Residence 

§ 15-108 

Village 
Election 
District 
(if any) 

I . . . . . . . . . . . . .. (name of witness) state: I am a duly qualified 
voter of the State of New York; and an enrolled voter of the 
. . . . . . . . . party and now reside in the . . . . . . . . . . election district 
of the Village of ......... County of ......... State of New 
York at .......... (residence address and post office address if 
not identical) therein. Each of the persons whose names are 
subscribed to this petition sheet containing . . . . . . . .. signatures, 
subscribed his name in my presence. 

I understand that this statement will be accepted for all purposes 
as the equivalent of an affidavit and, if it contains a material false 
statement, shall subject me to the same penalties as if I had been 
duly sworn. 

Date Signature of Witness 
Page no ......... . 

b. Notwithstanding any other provision of law, the number of 
signatures required on a designating petition shall be five percent 
of the number of enrolled voters of the party residing in the village. 
For the purpose of determining the number of enrolled voters of 
a party residing in the village, the clerk shall be furnished with 
an official certified list of all such enrolled party voters residing 
in the village by the county board of elections of the county in 
which all or part of the village is located. Such list shall be filed 
in the village clerk's office and shall be available upon request for 
inspection by any interested person. 

4. Independent nominations for elective village offices shall be 
made by a petition which shall be on white paper containing the 
signatures in ink of residents of the village who are registered 
with the appropriate county board of elections at the time of 
signing or who are residents of the village who were on the list 
of registered voters for the last village election in such village. 
The sheets of such a petition shall be numbered consecutively 

. beginning with number one at the foot of each sheet. Such petition 
must set forth in each instance the correct date of signing, the 
full name of the signer, his present address, the ward if any, the 
village election district, and a committee to fill vacancies consisting 
of at least three persons qualified to vote in the village election 
and their residence within the village. A signer need not himself 
fill in the date, residence, ward or election district. Each sheet of 
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such petition must be in substantially the following form and shall 
contain all the information required therein. 

VILLAGE INDEPENDENT NOMINATING PETITION 

I, the undersigned, do hereby state that I am a registered voter 
of the Village of .......... , that my present place of residence 
is truly stated opposite my signature, and I do hereby nominate 
the following named person (or persons) as a candidate (or as 
candidates) for public office to be voted for at the election to be 
held on the ..... day of ...... , 19 ..... , and that I select the 
name .............. (fill-in name) as the name of the independent 
body making the nomination (or nominations) and ..... (fill in 
emblem) as the emblem of such body. 

Name of 
Candidate Public Office Term Residence 

I do hereby appoint 

Name Residence 

as a committee to fill vacancies in accordance with the provisions 
of the election law. 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have signed this petition on the day 
and year stated before my signature. 

Date Signature Residence 

STATEMENT OF WITNESS 

Village 
Election 
District 
(if any) 

I, ............... state that I am a duly qualified voter and 
now reside at ............. (residence address, also post office 
address if not identical) in the ...... election district of the 
VilJage of .. . . . . . . . .. in the State of New York in the County 
of . . . . . . . .. Each of the voters whose names are subscribed to 
this petition sheet containing ........ (fill in number) signatures, 
subscribed his name in my presence. 

I understand that this statement will be accepted for all purposes 
as the equivalent of an affidavit and, if it contains a material false 
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statement, shall subject me to the same penalties as if I had been 
duJy sworn. 

Date .................. Signature of Witness 
5. The name selected for the independent body making the 

nomination shall be in the English lsngusge and shall not include 
the name or part of the name, or an abbreviation of the name or 
of part of the name, of a then existing party. The name and 
emblem shown upon such petition shall conform to the require
ments of this chapter, relating to party names and party emblems. 
If such a petition shall not show an emblem, or the petition shall 
fail to select a name for such independent body, the village clerk 
shall select an emblem or name, or both to distinguish the can
didates nominated thereby. 

6. An independent nominating petition for a village office must 
be signed by at least one hundred voters in villages containing a 
population of five thousand or more; by at least seventy-five voters 
in villages containing a population of three thousand and less than 
five thousand; and by at least fifty voters in villages containing a 
population of one thousand and less than three thousand; and in 
villages containing a population of less than one thousand by 
voters numbering at least five per centum of the number of voters 
at the last regular village election. For the purposes of this section, 
the population of a village shall be determined by the last federal 
decennial or local special popuJation census federally supervised 
pursuant to section twenty of the general municipal law. 

7. a. A certificate of party nomination for an office to be filled 
at the time of a general or special village election for offices shall 
be filed not earlier than fifty-four days not later than forty-seven 
days preceding the election. 

b. A certificate of acceptance or declination of a party nomi
nation for an office to be filled at the time of a general or special 
village election shall be filed not later than forty-four days prior 
to such election. 

c. A certificate to fill a vacancy caused by declination of a party 
nomination for an office to be filled at the time of a general or 
special village election shall be filed not later than forty-one days 
prior to such election. 

d. Party designating petitions for a village primary election shall 
be filed in the office of the village clerk not earlier than twenty
two days nor later than fifteen days prior to the primary election. 
Upon such a filing, the village clerk shall immediately notify the 
village election chairman of such party and the person or persons 

. designated in such petition of the fact of such filing and that such 
petition may be inspected in his office. 

e. A written declination of a party designation must be filed in 
the office of the village clerk within three days of the date of the 
filing of the designating petition. Upon the filing of such decli-
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nation, the village clerk shall, within one day notify the committee 
to fiU vacancies named in the petition. A certificate to fiU the 
vacancy caused by a declination or any other reason must be filed 
with the village clerk within three days after the date of the notice 
to the committee to fill vacancies and shall have appended thereto 
the written consent of the person or persons designated. 

S. a. An independent nominating petition for an office to be 
filled at the time of a general or special village election shall be 
filed not earlier than thirty-five days nor later than twenty-eight 
days preceding the election. 

b. A certificate of acceptance or declination of an independent 
nomination for an office to be filled at the time of a general or 
special village election shall be filed not later than twenty-five 
days prior to such election. 

c. A certificate to fill a vacancy caused by a declination of an 
independent nomination for an office to be filled at the time of 
a general or special village election for offices shall be filed not 
later than twenty-two days prior to such election, and shall have 
appended thereto the written consent of the person or persons 
nominated. 

9. Any village resident who is a registered voter of the village 
and, in the case of a designating petition, an enrolled member of 
the party filing the petition, may sign an independent nominating 
petition or a designating petition providing that: (a) such signature 
was not made more than six weeks prior to the last day to file 
such petition; (b) he has not signed more than one petition 
designating or nominating a candidate for mayor or village justice. 
If he has signed more than one such petition, only the earliest 
signature for each such office shall be valid; (c) he has not signed 
more than one petition designating or nominating a candidate for 
each vacancy which exists for the office of village trustee or village 
justice if the village has provided for two such justices. If he has 
signed more than one such petition for each such vacancy, only 
the earlier signatures shall be valid; or (d) he does not vote at a 
primary election or party caucus where a candidate was nominated 
for the same office for each such vacancy. 

10. A written objection to an independent nominating petition, 
designating petition or certificate of nomination shall be filed in 
the office of the village clerk no later than one day following the 
last date upon which such petition or certificate may be filed or 
within one day after such petition or certificate is received by the 
village clerk, if such petition or certificate is mailed as provided 
by law, whichever is later. Written specifications of the grounds 
of the objections shall be filed with the village clerk within two 
days after the filing of the written objection. A failure to file such 
written specifications shall render the original objection null and 
void. Upon receipt of such written specification, the village clerk 
shall forthwith notify each candidate named in the petition or 
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certificate and shall notify the county board of elections of the 
county in which the village is located For purposes of this section, 
a village shall be deemed to be located within a county if more 
than fifty percent of the population of the village as shown by 
the last federal decennial or special census resides in that portion 
of the village located in that county. Upon receipt of the written 
specifications as herein required, the county board of elections 
shall immediately take all steps necessary and consistent with this 
chapter to render a determination on the questions raised in such 
objections and specifications. When a determination has been made 
by the county board of elections that the petition is sufficient or 
insufficient, it shall immediately notify the village clerk and each 
candidate named in the petition or certificate, and, if such deter
mination was made on objection, the objector. 

§ 15-110. Election districts. 1. A village shall constitute a 
single election district for village elections. However, if at a general 
village election the number of votes cast exceeds eight hundred, 
the board of trustees, by resolution adopted before the next general 
village election, may divide such village into election districts each 
containing not more than eight hundred qualified voters for village 
offices. 

2. Following the establishment of two or more such districts, 
the number thereof or their boundaries or both may be enlarged, 
diminished, increased or decreased from year to year by resolution 
of the board of trustees; provided, however, that, if there is more 
than one district, no such district shall contain more than eight 
hundred qualified voters. 

3. If village election districts are coterminous with election dis
tricts established for general elections other than general village 
elections, the limitations as to the number of qualified voters set 
forth in subdivisions one and two of this section shall not be 
applicable. 

4. For the purposes of this section, the number of qualified 
voters in each election district of a village shall be the average of 
the number of persons who voted in such district in the three 
preceding general village elections. 

5. Any resolution adopted pursuant to the authority of this 
section shall be adopted at least one hundred twenty days prior 
to the general village election; shall specify the boundaries of each 
election district created or altered; and shall be posted and pub
lished with the notice of such election as required. 

§ 15-112. Registers and poll-books; how used. For any 
village election where permanent personal registration records are 
not used, all copies of the register in the polling place shall be 
referred to, if necessary, to determine the persons entitled to vote; 
but at any such election, including a primary election, ballot 
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numbers shall be entered and other election entries made in only 
two copies of the register, which shall include the copy used for 
taking signatures; provided, however, that if the election be one 
for which poll-books are required to be provided, ballot numbers 
shall be entered and other entries made in the two poll-books 
instead of the registers. The signatures of voters taken at the 
election or at a primary election shall be made or identification 
numbers entered, in one of the copies of the register having, when 
the election opens, an unused signature column, if there be any 
such copy, and otherwise in one of the poll-books, to be known 
as the signature poll-book. 

§ 15-114. Number of voting machines. Any village that 
uses voting machines for village elections shall provide one voting 
machine for each eight hundred or fraction thereof of qualified 
voters in each election district, as such voters are defined in section 
15-110 of this article. 

§ 15-116. Inspectors of election. The board of trustees sball, 
by resolution at least forty days prior to a general villsge election 
appoint two or four inspectors of election for each village election 
district. Such resolution shall fix the compensation of the inspectors 
and designate a chairman. In addition, the board of trustees may 
provide for alternative inspectors who shall assume the office of 
inspector upon the inability or refusal of an inspector to assume 
or perform his duties and for any clerical help which they may 
deem necessary. Such clerical help shall perform their duties under 
direction and control of the inspectors of election. It shall be the 
duty of the inspectors of election to preside at all village elections 
in the district for which they were appointed until their successors 
are appointed. If at any general village election, both major political 
parties nominate a candidate or candidates for elective village 
office then at the next village election following the election for 
which the nominations are made the inspectors of election shall 
be appointed equally from enrolled members of such parties. Such 
equal representation shall be required only as long as such parties 
nominate a candidate or candidates for elective village office. In 
those elections in which both such political parties do not nominate 
candidates, any qualified person may serve as an inspector of 
election. 

2. In Nassau county, appointments as inspectors of election for 
village elections shall be equally divided between the major political 
parties. All such inspectors shall be residents of the village in 
which they serve. Such inspectors shall be appointed from among 
those persons appointed as inspectors pursuant to the provisions 
of section 3-502 of this chapter. If the number of inspectors 
appointed pursuant to such section 3-502· who are eligible and 
willing to serve in any village is insufficient to fill all the positions 
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in such village, then additional inspectors shall be appointed in 
the manner so prescribed by such section 3-502. 

3. Inspectors of election for village elections shall prior to the 
assumption of their duties file a constitutional oath of office with 
the village clerk. 

4. If the board of trustees of any village appoints four inspectors 
of election for each village election district, they may also determine 
that two of the four inspectors of election shall serve on registration 
day or days. 

§ 15-118. Registration of voters. 1. In a village election 
conducted by the board of elections pursuant to a resolution 
adopted as provided in paragraph c of subdivision one of section 
15-104 of this article or a village which has adopted a resolution 
providing that there shall not be any registration day for village 
elections pursuant to subdivision three of this section, only those 
persons registered to vote with the board of elections shall be 
eligible to vote. If such election is held on a date other than the 
date of the general election, only those persons registered to vote 
with the board of elections on the tenth day before such election 
shall be eligible to vote. 

2. In any other village election, those persons registered to vote 
with the board of elections on the [fourteenth) tenth day before 
such election and those persons whose names are placed on the 
village register pursuant to the provisions of subdivision seven of 
this section shall be eligible to vote. 

3. The board of trustees of a village may adopt a resolution 
providing that there shall not be any village registration day for 
village elections. Such resolution shall be effective for aU elections 
in such village which are held mare than sixty days after such 
resolution is adopted and shall remain in effect until the board of 
trustees adopts a resolution providing that there shall be a village 
registration day for village elections held mare than sixty days after 
adoption of such a resolution. 

4. In villages in which there is a village registration day, the 
board of trustees shall post in each election district and publish 
a resolution at least ten days prior to registration day which 
resolution shall be adopted at least twenty days before registration 
day which shall designate: 

(a) The dates prior to registration day on which the inspectors 
of election shall meet to commence the preparation of the register. 

(b) The place in each district where such meetings, registration 
and election shall be held. 

[Matter in it<Uics is new: matter in brackets [ [ is old law to be omitted.] 
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(c) The hours for such meetings, registration and election; but 
in no event shall the hours for registration be less than the hours 
from noon until [nine] five o'clock in the [evening] afternoon. 

[4.] 5. Registration day shall be held on the tenth day prior to 
the general village election except in those villages which provide, 
by resolution adopted at least thirty-seven days prior to the date 
of the first election for which it shall be effective, for an additional 
day of registration to be held on the twelfth day prior to the 
general village election. Such resolution shall remain in effect for 
subsequent general village elections unless amended, modified or 
repealed. 

[5.] 6. The board of trustees of any village, by resolution or 
ordinance, subject to permissive referendum, may determine that 
personal registration shall be required for village elections. 

[6.] 7. (a) The register for the general village election shall be 
prepared in each village election district by the inspectors of 
election thereof [on the days prior to registration day, if any, 
designated therefor, on the registration day and] at the times and 
place designated by the resolution of the board of trustees. Such 
register must be compkted not Inter than the fourth day before the 
village ekction. In preparing such register the inspectors of election 
shall comply with the following procedure. 

[(a)] (b) In all villages wherein personal registration is not 
required, they shall adopt, use or copy from, the registration lists 
certified and supplied by the county board of elections the names 
appearing thereon of all persons, residing in the village and qualified 
to vote at such forthcoming general village election. [At such time] 
In addition, if there is a village registration day in the village, they 
shall add thereto the names of all persons known to them who 
then are or who will at the time of such election be qualified to 
vote [thereat. On registration day such register shall be completed 
by adding thereto] and the names of all persons [known or] proven 
to their satisfaction on the registration day to be then, or at the 
time of such election, qualified to vote. 

[(b)] (c) In villages wherein personal registration is required, 
they shall follow the same procedure set forth in paragraph [(a)] 
(b) above, except that no names shall be added to the register 
other than the names of persons personally appearing before them 
on the registration day, if any, and [providing] proving to their 
satisfaction to be then, or at the time of the election, qualified to 
vote. 

[(c) ] (d) The register for each village election district shall in
clude' as a minimum, space for the name of the voter, his address 
within the village and a space for his or her signature to be signed 
by the voter on election day. In villages wherein personal regis
tration is required, such register shall also contain a space for the 

[Matter in italics is new; matter in brackets [ ] is old law to be omitted.] 
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signature of the voter to be signed by such voter on registration 
day. [If the register shall contsin only spaces for the name, address 
and signature of the voter, the] The village clerk shall furnish a 
printed certificate to be signed by a voter who appears personally 
before the inspectors of election on registration day [and whose 
name does not already appear on the register.] Such certificate 
shall contsin a ststement that the person possesses all the necessary 
qualifications for voting in village elections. Such certificate shall 
be accepted for all purposes as the equivalent of an affidavit and 
if it contsins a material false ststement, shall subject the person 
signing it to the same penalties as if he had been duly sworn, and 
such provision shall be printed in bold type directly above the 
signature line of the certificate. 

[7.] 8. The village clerk shall furnish the inspectors of election, 
at village expense, with all necessary registration books, papers, 
equipment and supplies. The village clerk shall also deliver to the 
Inspectors a list of all persons who have applied for absentee 
ballots for the election for which the registration meeting is being 
held. 

[8.] 9. Registration for special village elections for officers shall 
be held in the same manner as is provided herein for general 
village elections and the registration day therefor shall be the same 
as if said special village election were a general village election. 

[9.] 10. The board of trustees of any village, if it determines 
that more than one-half of the voters qualified to vote at a 
forthcoming village election for village officers were personally 
registered at the last preceding general election other than a village 
election for officers and that taking the registration for such 
forthcoming election will be accomplished more efficiently and 
economically thereby, may, in the resolution required by subdi
vision [six] seven of this section, provide that for such election a 
single place and a single board of elections shall be used for tsking 
the registration of two or more village election districts. If such 
action is taken the board of trustees shall [further and], in the 
same resolution [also], appoint a single board of inspectors of 
election to conduct such registration for each such two or more 
village election districts. 

lSection amended by cbep. 217, Law. of 1992. Takes effect December I, 1992.} 

§ 15-120. Absentee voting at village elections. 1. A qual
ified elector of a village may vote as an absentee voter under this 
section if during all the hours of voting on the day of a general 
or special village election he will be: 

(a) Unavoidably absent from the county in which his residence 
is located because: 

[Matw in italics is new; metter in brackets 1 } is old law to be omitted.} 

297 



§ 15-120 THE ELECTION LAw Art. 15 

i. he is a member of the armed forces of the United States of 
America; or 

ii. he is a student matriculated at an institution of learning 
located outside such county; or 

iii. he is a patient at a veterans administration hospital; or 
iv. his duties, occupation or business require him to be so absent, 

provided, however, such absence is not caused by the fact that 
his regular and daily place of business is located outside of said 
county. 

(b) Absent from the county in which his residence is located 
because he is on vacation outside such county. 

(c) He is the spouse, parent or child of, and resides in the same 
household with, a person qualified under any of the foregoing 
paragraphs of this subdivision and will also be absent from said 
county by reason of accompanying the person so qualified. 

2. Each person entitled to vote as an absentee voter pursuant 
to this section and desirous of obtaining an absentee ballot shall 
make written application therefore to the village clerk. Application 
forms for use pursuant to this section shall be in a form prescribed 
by the state hoard of elections. The use of any application which 
is on a form prescribed by the state hoard of elections shall be 
acceptable. 

3. An application for an absentee ballot must be signed by the 
applicant. Such application may require that the applicant submit 
a certificate in lieu of any affidavit which shall state that the 
information contained in the application is true. Such certificate 
shall be accepted for all pUrPoses as the equivalent of an affidavit 
and shall have the following language printed in bold face type 
above the signature line: 

"I UNDERSTAND THAT THIS CERTIFICATE WILL 
BE ACCEPTED FOR ALL PURPOSES AS THE EQUIV
ALENT OF AN AFFIDAVIT AND, IF IT CONTAINS A 
MATERIAL FALSE STATEMENT, SHALL SUBJECT 
ME TO THE SAME PENALTIES AS IF I HAD BEEN 
DULY SWORN." 

4. An application must be received by the village clerk no earlier 
than four months before the election for which an absentee ballot 
is sought. If the application requests that the absentee ballot be 
mailed, such application must be received not later than seven 
days before the election. If the applicant or his agent delivers the 
application to the village clerk in person, such application must 
be received not later than the day before the election. The village 
clerk shall examine each application and shall determine from the 
information contained therein whether the applicant is qualified 
under this section to receive an absentee ballot. The clerk in 
making such decision shall not determine whether the applicant 
is a qualified elector, said determination being reserved to the 
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inspectors of election as is hereinafter provided in subdivision 
eight of this section. 

5. No later than six days before the election for which an 
application has been received and for which the village clerk has 
determined the applicant to be qualified to vote by absentee ballot 
the village clerk shall mail, by regular mail, an absentee ballot to 
each qualified applicant who has applied before such day and who 
has requested that such absentee ballot be mailed to him at the 
address set forth in his application. If the applicant or his agent 
delivers the application to the village clerk in person after the 
seventh day before the village election and not later than the day 
before the election, the village clerk shall forthwith deliver such 
absentee ballots for those applicants whom he determines are 
qualified to make such applications and to receive such ballots to 
such applicants or the agents named in the applications when 
such applicants or agents appear in the village clerk's office. 

6. The absentee ballot shall be caused to be prepared and printed 
by the village clerk as provided by law for paper ballots or machine 
ballots, whichever are to be used in said election and appropriate 
modifications for the purposes of this section. He shall also cause 
to be prepared and printed return envelopes addressed to him, 
conforming so far as may be practicable to the provisions of this 
chapter stating thereon that in order for the ballot contained 
therein to be counted it must be received by the village clerk not 
later than the close of the polls on election day. On the reverse 
side of each return envelope there shall be written instructions 
for the voter to insert at designated places his signature, his name 
printed, his residence address within the village and his village 
election district if there be more than one district within the 
village. 

7. The method of marking, preparing and mailing such ballot 
for voting shall conform, wherever practicable, to the methods 
used for absentee ballots for a general election, except that the 
envelope in which it is contained shall be returned to the village 
clerk. On the day of the election, the village clerk shall deliver all 
such ballots, which have been returned to him, in the sealed 
envelopes to the board of inspectors of election of the proper 
election district. No such ballot shall be deemed to have been 
voted unless or until it shall have been delivered to the board of 
inspectors of election of the election district in which the elector 
casting the ballot resides and shall have been deposited by the 
chairman of such board in the box provided for receiving such 
ballot. 

8. When such ballots shall have been delivered to the board of 
inspectors of election of the proper election district and shall have 
been duly determined by such board to have been lawfully cast 
by a qualified elector of such district, the chairman of such board 
shall, after the close of the polls, open the envelopes containing 
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such ballots and, without unfolding such ballots or permitting the 
face thereof to be exposed to the view of anyone, shall deposit 
each such ballot in a box specifically furnished for such purpose 
by the village clerk. If the board of inspectors shall determine that 
any such ballot has been cast by an elector who would not be 
qualified under the provisions of this section, then such ballot 
shall not be counted. 

9. After all the ballots shall have been deposited, the box shall 
be opened and such ballots canvassed in the same manner as other 
ballots cast at such election and shall be counted and included in 
the totsl of all ballots cast at such election. 

§ 15-122. Absentee voting at village elections for persons 
unable to appear because of illness or physical disabil
ity. 1. A qualified elector of a village, who, on the occurrence of 
any general or special village election, may be within the county 
of his residence but unable to appear personally at the polling 
place in the village of his residence because of illness, physical 
disability or confinement either at home or in a hospitsl or 
institution, other than a mentsl institution may vote as an absentee 
voter under this section. 

2. Any elector of a village to whom this section may apply shall 
make application to the village clerk for an absentee ballot. Such 
application shall set forth the name and village address of the 
applicant, that he is a qualified voter of the village or election 
district if any, and that he was advised by his physician, medical 
superintendent, administrative head of hospitsl or institution, or 
Christian Science Practitioner that he will be unable to appear 
personally at the polling place within the village because of the 
reasons set forth in subdivision one. Such statement shall be 
accepted for all purposes as the equivalent of an affidavit, and if 
false shall subject the applicant to the same penalties as if he had 
been duly sworn. Such provision shall be printed in bold type 
directly above the signature line of the application. 

3. Such statement, if made by an elector who resides in a village 
in which personal registration is required shall state that the 
applicant has registered, giving the date of such registration and 
his election district if any. If made by an elector who resides in 
a village in which personal registration is not required, it shall 
state that he has nevertheless registered; or that he has registered 
for the last preceding general election; or that he has voted in 
either or both of the two preceding general elections. 

4. Any elector who is duly registered and who is permanently 
disabled may make application to the village clerk for a form 
which such clerk shall supply for the purpose of providing for the 
mailing of absentee ballots to permanently disabled voters. Such 
form shall contain an affidavit to be executed by the elector showing 
the particulars of his disability. Upon the filing of such application 
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the inspectors of election shall investigate the facts ststed therein 
and if satisified as to the truth thereof may approve such appli
cation and in such event shall cause the registration record of the 
voter, if any, to he marked "PERMANENTLY DISABLED". The 
inspectors shall also cause to he marked "PERMANENTLY DIS
ABLED", the registration poll records of those voters who are 
indicated as permanently disabled on the list of registered voters 
received from the board of elections. Thereafter, the village clerk 
shall send an absentee voter's ballot for each election to such 
elector by first class mail to his last known address with a request 
to the postal authorities not to forward such ballot but to return 
it in five days in the event that it cannot be delivered to the 
addressee. The mailing of such ballot or ballots for each election 
shall continue as long as the elector remains a qualified voter of 
the village and unless it appears that such person has failed to 
return such ballot for the last two successive general village elec
tions. Upon the mailing of such ballot or ballots, the village clerk 
shall cause the fact and the date of such mailing to be recorded 
next to the name of the voter in the register of the village or 
appropriate election district. If the inspectors of election shall 
determine that such elector is not entitled to an absentee voter's 
ballot, or if they shall determine that such elector is no longer 
entitled to receive such ballot without application they shall notify 
such elector in writing giving him the reason for such rejection 
or decision. 

5. If a person entitled to an absentee ballot under this section 
is unable to sign his application because of illness or physical 
disability he shall be excused from signing upon making a stste
ment, which shall be witnessed by one person, in substsntially the 
following form: "I hereby stste that I am unable to sign any 
application for an absentee ballot without assistance because I am 
unable to write by reason of my illness or physical disability. I 
have made, or have received assistance in making, my mark in 
lieu of my signature". 

. ................. (Mark) 

(Date) (Signature of Witness) 

Such ststement shall be included in the application blank form 
furnished by the village clerk. 

6. Printed forms contsining the application for the absentee 
ballot, in accordance with the requirements of this section, shall 
be in the form prescribed by the stste board of elections and shall 
be provided by the village clerk and shall be available at the office 
of the clerk. Application forms for absentee ballots for use pursuant 
to this section shall be furnished by the village clerk upon request 
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of the person authorized to vote under this section or by any such 
person's spouse, parent, child, authorized agent or any nurse charged 
with the care of such person. 

§ 15-124. Duties of village clerk. 1. In addition to any 
duties of the village clerk specified in the chapter and the village 
law, the village clerk shall be the election officer of the village and 
shall have the responsibility for the general conduct of all village 
elections and shall have vested in him all authority, consistent 
with this chapter which may be reasonable and necessary to provide 
for the proper and orderly conduct of such elections and the 
proceedings preliminary and subsequent thereto. 

2. The police department and the officers and members of such 
police department, if any, the office of the sheriff in a county in 
which a village or part of a village is located or any police agency 
or department charged with the responsibility of law enforcement 
in any county in which a village or part of a village is located 
shall, whenever called upon by the village clerk, render to such 
village clerk all practicable assistance in the enforcement of this 
chapter. Such assistance shall be rendered to the village clerk at 
no charge to the village. Such assistance shall include, but not be 
limited to: 

a. the police telephone service; 
b. the investigation of any registrant or any applicant for an 

absentee ballot to determine his qualifications to be registered or 
vote, and 

c. the maintenance of order, regulation of traffic and the control 
of crowds on any day or days designated for voter registration 
and voting. 

§ 15-126. Canvass of election. 1. The inspectors of election 
of each election district shall, immediately upon the closing of the 
polls at each annual or biennial election, proceed to canvass the 
votes cast thereat and shall complete such canvass without ad· 
journment. They shall, before nine o'clock in the forenoon of the 
following day, file with the village clerk their certificates setting 
forth the holding of the election, the total number of votes cast 
for each office, the number of votes cast for each person for such 
office, the total number of votes cast upon each proposition voted 
upon, and the number cast for and against it. They shall also 
deliver to the village clerk at the same time and place all ballot 
boxes, if there be such, and all unused supplies and the American 
flag furnished for use in the polling place. If the village contains 
more than one election district, the board of trustees of such village 
shall meet at its usual place of meeting not later than eight o'clock 
in the evening of the day after the election. The village clerk shall 
produce at such meeting the returns of the inspectors of election, 
at which time the board of trustees shall canvass such returns 
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and file in the office of the village clerk a certificate declaring the 
result. 

2. a. The person or persons eligible and receiving the highest 
number of votes for an office shall be elected thereto. 

b. In the event that more eligible persons than the number 
remaining to be elected receive for the same office or offices an 
equal number of votes, the board of trustees shall determine by 
lot, which of such persons shall be elected, unless, by local law 
adopted at least sixty-five days prior to the first general or special 
village election for which such local law shall apply, the board 
shall have provided for a run-off election. Such run-off election 
shall be held on the first Tuesday at least ten days after the final 
certification of such tie result, subject to the provisions of para
graph b of subdivision three of section 15-104 of this chapter, 
provided, however, that the only persons who shall be deemed 
nominated for the purposes of subparagraph three of such para
graph shall be those persons who shall have received such equal 
number of votes. 

c. Any local law adopted pursuant to paragraph b of this sub
division shall provide that such run -off election shall be waived 
and the selection made by lot as otherwise provided by this section 
if each person who shall have received such equal number of votes 
shall file with the village clerk, no later than two days after such 
final certification of such tie result, a written notice of consent 
that such selection be made by lot. 

d. If the board of trustees is unable to agree as to the method 
of selection by lot within two days after the certificate declaring 
the result of the election is filed in the office of the village clerk, 
the village clerk shall certify such facts in writing to any supreme 
court justice within the judicial district in which such village is 
located who shall within three days summon the candidates before 
him and he shall by lot determine which of them shall be elected. 

3. The village clerk may, and upon written request of any 
candidate received within two days of the date of the village 
election, shall cause a recanvass of the vote cast in any village 
election to be made. The recanvass shall be conducted by the 
county board of elections of the county in which the village is 
located. For the purposes of this section, a village shall be deemed 
to be located within a county if more than fifty per cent of the 
population of the village as shown by the last federal decennial, 
or special census resjdes in that portion of the village located in 
that county. The village clerk shall, within one day after the 
written request for a recanvass is received notify the county board 
of elections of such request, whereupon the board of elections shall 
assume the duty of such recanvass and shall take all steps necessary 
and consistent with this chapter to cause a recanvass of the vote. 
Such recanvass shall be completed within five days of such notice 
to the county board of elections. The institution of a recanvass 

303 



§ 15-126 THE ELECTION LAW Art. 15 

shall immediately stay any further action by, or on behalf of, the 
village clerk with regard to further election procedures required 
by this section. Judicial review as provided by this chapter must 
be commenced no later than three days after the completion of 
the recanvass by the board of elections. Upon completion of the 
recanvass, the county board of elections shall notify the village 
clerk of the result. If no judicial proceedings have been instituted, 
the clerk shall proceed to notify the persons elected as provided 
in this article. If judicial proceedings have been instituted, such 
notice shall not be given until completion of such review. 

§ 15-128. Notice to person chosen to a village office. The 
clerk of the village shall, within three days after the election of 
a village officer, notify each person elected of his election, and of 
the date thereof, and that, in order to qualify, he is required to 
file his oath of office with such clerk before entering upon the 
duties thereof; and, if an official undertaking be required of him 
by or in pursuance of law, that he is also required to file the same 
with such clerk and that upon his failure so to do he will be 
deemed to have declined the office. In the case of a village justice 
such notice shall further state that the filing of his oath with the 
county clerk of the county is also required. If an undertaking is 
required of a village officer after entering upon the duties of his 
office, the clerk of the village shall thereupon serve upon such 
officer, personally, a written notice that he is required to file such 
undertaking with the clerk within ten days after the service of 
the notice and that upon his failure to do so his office will become 
vacant. 

§ 15-130. Election of trustees by wards. The board of 
trustees of any village may, by resolution, and subject to a man
datory referendum, provide for the election of trustees by wards, 
alter existing ward boundaries or abolish wards and the election 
of trustees by wards. If a village elects trustees by wards separate 
ballot boxes or voting machines shall be provided for each ward. 

§ 15-132. Votes upon propositions to be by ballot or voting 
machine. All votes upon a proposition submitted at a village 
election shall be by ballot unless the board of trustees of the 
village has adopted voting machines as provided in this chapter, 
in which case machines may be used. 

§ 15-134. Failure to designate terms. No election of village 
officers, held in any village, shall be invalid on account of the 
failure of the electors to designate in their ballots the respective 
terms of office of persons to be elected thereat, for the same office, 
for different terms; but the persons so to be elected to such office, 
who are eligible and receive the highest number of votes, shall be 
elected. The person first named on a ballot containing the names 
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of more than one person for such an office, and not designating 
their respective terms, shall be deemed designated for the longest 
term, the second, the next longest term, and so on to the end; 
and the inspectors of election shall count the ballots and certify 
the result accordingly. 

§ 15-136. Refusal of officer to surrender his office. If a 
person who has been an officer of a village refuses or neglects to 
deliver to his successor in office, within ten days after written 
notification and request sent by order of board of trustees all the 
moneys, books, papers, records, property and effects of every de· 
scription, which have come into his possession or under his control 
by virtue of his office and which belong to the village or pertain 
to the office, he shall forfeit and pay to the village the sum of 
twenty-five dollars for each and every day he shall so neglect or 
refuse, and he shall also pay all damages, costs and expenses caused 
by such neglect or refusal. 

§ 15-138. Judicial review of matters relating to village 
elections. The supreme court or any justice thereof within the 
judicial district and the county court or any judge thereof within 
the county, in which the village is located, shall have summary 
jurisdiction to determine any question arising and make such order 
as justice may require, in respect to village elections and registration 
therefor. 
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ARTICLE 16 

JUDICIAL PROCEEDINGS 

Art. 16 

Section 16-100. Jurisdiction; supreme court, county court. 
16-102. Proceedings as to designations and nominations, 

primary elections, etc. 
16-104. Proceedings as to form of ballot, party name, 

etc. 
16-106. Proceedings as to the casting and canvass of 

ballots. 
16-108. Proceedings as to registration and voting. 
16-110. Proceedings as to enrollment. 
16-112. Proceedings for examination or preservation of 

ballots. 
16-114. Proceedings to compel filing of statements or 

corrected statements of campaign receipts, ex
penditures and contributions. 

16-115. Proceedings with respect to utilizing certain 
buildings as poUing places. 

16-116. Proceedings; provisions in relation thereto. 
16-118. Proceedings to review removal of committee 

member or officer. 

§ 16-100. Jurisdiction; supreme court, county 
court. 1. The supreme court is vested with jurisdiction to sum
marily determine any question of law or fact arising as to any 
subject set forth in this article, which shall be construed liberally. 

2. The county court is vested with jurisdiction to summarily 
determine any question of law or fact except proceedings as to a 
nomination or election at a primary election or a nomination at 
a judicial convention, proceedings as to the casting and canvass 
of ballots and proceedings for examination or preservation of 
ballots. 

§ 16-102. Proceedings as to designations and nominations, 
primary elections, etc. 1. The nomination or designation of 
any candidate for any public office or party position or any 
independent nomination, or the holding of an uncontested primary 
election, by reason of a petition for an opportunity to ballot having 
been filed, or the election of any person to any party position 
may be contested in a proceeding instituted in the supreme court 
by any aggrieved candidate, or by the chairman of any party 
committee or by a person who shall have filed objections, as 
provided in this chapter, except that the chairman of a party 
committee may not bring a proceeding with respect to a designation 
or the holding of an otherwise uncontested primary. 

2. A proceeding with respect to a petition shall be instituted 
within fourteen days after the last day to file the [petitions; or if 
such 1 petition, or within three business days after the officer or 
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board with whom or which such petition was filed, makes a deter
mination of invalidity with respect to such petition, whichever is 
kiter; except that a proceeding [is in connection] with respect to 
a petition for a village election or an independent nomination for 
a special election!. it] shall be instituted within seven days after 
the last day to file the petition for such village election or inde
pendent nomination[; or if in connection] or within three business 
days after the officer or board with whom or which such petition 
was filed, makes a determination of invalidity with respect to such 
petition, whichever is /ater. A proceeding with respect to a primary, 
convention, meeting of a party committee, or caucus[,] sholl be 
instituted within ten days after the holding of such primary or 
convention or the filing of the certificate of nominations made at 
such caucus or meeting of a party committee. 

3. The court may direct reassembling of any convention or the 
holding of a new primary election, or caucus where it finds there 
has been such fraud or irregularity as to render impossible a 
determination as to who rightfully was nominated or elected. 

4. A final order in any proceeding involving the names of can
didates on ballots or voting machines shall be made, if possible, 
at least five weeks before the day of the election at which such 
ballots or voting machines are to be used, or if such proceeding 
is commenced within five weeks of such election, no later than 
the day following the day On which the case is heard. 

[Subd. 2 amended by chap 79, Laws of 1992.J 

§ 16-104. Proceedings as to form of ballot, party name, 
etc. 1. The form and content of any ballot, or portion thereof, 
to be used in an election, and the right to use any emblem design, 
color, party or independent body name, may be contested in a 
proceeding instituted in the supreme court by any aggrieved can
didate or by the chairman of any party committee or independent 
body. 

2. The wording of the abstract or form of submission of any 
proposed amendment, proposition or question may be contested 
in a proceeding instituted by any person eligible to vote on such 
amendment, proposition or question. 

3. A proceeding pursuant to subdivision two of this section must 
be instituted within fourteen days after the last day to certify the 
wording of any such abstract or form of submission. 

4. A final order in any proceeding involving the contents of 
official ballots on voting machines shall be made, if possible, at 
least five weeks before the day of the election at which such voting 
machines are to be used, or if such proceeding is commenced 
within five weeks of an election, no later than the day following 
the day on which the case is heard. 

[Matter in ito/ics is new; matter in brackets [ J is old law to be omitted.J 
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§ 16-106. Proceedings as to the casting and canvass of 
ballots. The casting or refusal to cast challenged ballots, blank 
ballots, void ballots and ballots voted in affidavit envelopes by 
persons whose registration poll records were not in the ledger or 
whose names were not on the computer generated registration list 
on the day of election and the original applications for a challenged 
military or absentee voter's ballot may be contested in a proceeding 
instituted in the supreme or county court, by any candidate or 
the chairman of any party committee, against the board of can
vassers of the returns from such district, if any, and otherwise 
against the board of inspectors of election of such district. 

2. The canvass of returns by the state, or county, city, town 
or village board of canvassers may be contested, in a proceeding 
instituted in the supreme court by any voter, except a proceeding 
on account of the failure of the state board of canvassers to act 
upon new returns of a board of canvassers of any county made 
pursuant to the order of a court or justice, which may be instituted 
only by a candidate aggrieved or a voter in the county. 

3. The attorney general, on behalf of the state, and the chairman 
of the state committee of a party, may institute any proceeding 
allowed herein relating to the returns of canvass by inspectors 
upon the vote of any ballot proposal submitted to the people of 
the state. 

4. The court may direct a recanvass or the correction of an 
error, or the performance of any duty imposed by law on such a 
state, county, city, town or village board of inspectors, or can
vassers. 

5. A proceeding under subdivisions one and three of this section 
must be instituted within twenty days and under subdivision two, 
within thirty days after the election or alleged erroneous statement 
or determination was made, or the time when the board shall 
have acted in the particulars as to which it is claimed to have 
failed to perform its duty, except that such a proceeding with 
respect to a village election must be instituted within ten days 
after such election, statement, determination or action. 

[Subd. 1 amended by cbep. 91, Laws of 1992.] 

§ 16-10S. Proceedings as to registration and vot
ing. 1. The supreme court, by a justice thereof within the judicial 
district, or the county court, by a county judge within his county, 
in a proceeding instituted by any voter to whom registration has 
been unlawfully refused, shall compel, by order, the registration 
of such voter, and, in a proceeding instituted by any voter duly 
qualified to vote in this state, or by the state board of elections, 
shall, by order, direct the cancellation of the registration of any 
person who shall unlawfully be registered, and shall order the board 

[Matter in italics is new.] 
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of elections or other official charged with the conduct of registration 
to carry out such order. 

2. In any such proceeding the board of elections or other official 
charged with the conduct of the election, in which it is claimed 
the registration of the voter unlawfully was refused or unlawfully 
registered, shall be a necessary party and the person whose name 
is sought to be stricken from the register shall likewise be a 
necessary party, and the board and such person shall receive such 
notice as the court, justice or judge shall direct. 

3. Such court, in a proceeding instituted by any voter unlawfully 
denied the right to vote by the inspectors, shall, by order, direct 
that he be allowed to vote at his polling place and within the 
hours established by law. Such order shall, where necessary, direct 
the board of elections to complete the voter's registration and 
enrollment records. 

4. Such court, justice or judge, in a proceeding instituted by 
any voter unlawfully denied an absentee ballot or the application 
therefor, shall compel, by order, the delivery to such voter of a 
ballot or application. 

5. An affidavit by any officer or employee of the board of 
elections, or by any police officer, sheriff or deputy sheriff, or by 
any special investigator appointed by the state board of elections, 
that he visited the premises claimed by the applicant as his 
residence and that he interrogated an inmate, housedweller, keeper, 
caretaker, owner, proprietor or landlord thereof or therein as to 
the applicant's residence therein or thereat, and that he was 
informed by one or more of such persons, naming them, that they 
knew the persons residing upon such premises and that the ap
plicant did not reside upon such premises thirty days before the 
election, shall be presumptive evidence against the right of the 
voter to register from such premises. 

6. For each primary, special and general election, the presiding 
justice of the appellate division of the first and second judicial 
department shall, and the presiding justice of the appellate division 
of the third and fourth judicial departments may assign one or 
more justices of the supreme court to sit at such offices of the 
board of elections and such other locations as may be designated 
to hear and determine all cases arising under this chapter relating 
to eligiblity for voting of such election. 

§ 16-110. Proceedings as to enrollment. 1. The supreme 
court, by a justice thereof within the judicial district, or the county 
court, by a judge within his county, in a proceeding instituted by 
a duly enrolled voter of a party, not later than the second Friday 
before a primary election, shall direct the enrollment of any voter 
with such party to be cancelled if it appears that any material 
statement in the declaration of the voter upon which he was 
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enrolled is false or that the voter has died or does not reside at 
the address on his registration record. 

2. The chairman of the county committee of a party with which 
a voter is enrolled in such county, may, upon written complaint 
by an enrolled member of such party in such county and after a 
hearing held by him or by a sub-committee appointed by him 
upon at least two days' notice to the voter, personally or by mail, 
determine that the voter is not in sympathy with the principles 
of such party. The Supreme Court or a justice thereof within the 
judicial district, in a proceeding instituted by a duly enrolled voter 
of the party at least ten days before a primary election, shall direct 
the enrollment of such voter to be cancelled if it appears from 
the proceedings before such chairman or sub-committee, and other 
proofs, if any, presented, that such determination is just. 

§ 16-112. Proceedings for examination or preservation of 
ballots. The supreme court, by a justice within the judicial 
district, or the county court, by a county judge within his county, 
may direct the examination by any candidate or his agent of any 
ballot or voting machine upon which his name appeared, and the 
preservation of any ballots in view of a prospective contest, upon 
such conditions as may be proper. 

§ 16-114. Proceedings to compel filing of statements or 
corrected statements of campaign receipts, expenditures and 
contributions. 1. The supreme court or a justice thereof, in a 
proceeding instituted by any candidate voted for at the election 
or primary or by any five qualified voters or by the state or other 
board of elections may compel by order, any person required to 
file a statement of receipts, expenditures or contributions for 
campaign purposes, who has not filed any such statement within 
the time prescribed by this chapter, to file such statement within 
five days after notice of the order. 

2. The supreme court or a justice thereof, in a proceeding 
instituted by any candidate voted for at the election or primary 
or by any five qualified voters, or by the state or other board of 
elections in accordance with the provisions of this chapter may 
compel by order any person required under the provisions of this 
chapter to file a statement of receipts, expenditures or contributions 
for campaign purposes, who has filed a statement which does not 
conform to the requirements of this chapter in respect to its truth, 
sufficiency in detail or otherwise, to file a new or supplemental 
statement which shall make the statement or statements true and 
complete within five days after notice of the order. The state 
board of elections shall be a necessary party in any such proceeding. 

3. The supreme court or a justice thereof, in a proceeding 
instituted by any candidate voted for at the election or primary 
or by any five qualified voters, or by the state or other board of 
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elections may compel by order any person who has failed to comply. 
or the members of any committee which has failed to comply. 
with any of the provisions of this chapter. to comply therewith. 

4. In every proceeding instituted under this section. except a 
proceeding to compel the filing of a statement by a candidate for 
nomination to a public office at a primary election or for election 
thereto. or by the treasurer of a political committee. who has 
failed to file any statement. the petitioner or petitioners. upon the 
institution of the proceeding shall file with the county clerk an 
undertaking in a sum to be determined and with sureties to be 
approved by a justice of the supreme court conditioned to pay 
any costs imposed against him or them; provided. however. that 
no such undertaking shall be required in a proceeding instituted 
by the state or other board of elections. 

§ 16-115. Proceedings with respect to utilizing certain 
buildings as polling places. The supreme court or a justice 
thereof. in a proceeding instituted by any board or body empowered 
to designate polling places. may compel by order. any person or 
entity which owns or operates a building or facility which is 
required by this chapter to be made available as a place of reg
istration and voting to make such building or facility available for 
such purposes and in a proceeding instituted by any person or 
entity which owns or operates such a building or facility. may 
vacate a determination by such a board or body that such a 
building is suitable for registration and voting upon a finding that 
such building is not required to be made available as a place of 
registration and voting. 

§ 16-116. Proceedings; provisions in relation thereto. A 
special proceeding under the foregoing provisions of this article 
shall be heard upon a verified petition and such oral or written 
proof as may be offered. and upon such notice to such officers. 
persons or committees as the court or justice shall direct. and 
shall be summarily determined. The proceeding shall have pref
erence over all other causes in all courts. The petition in any such 
proceeding instituted by the state or other board of elections shall 
be verified by the persons specified in accordance with rules 
promulgated by the state board of elections. In the city of New 
York. a proceeding relating to a run-off primary brought pursuant 
to this article shall have first preference over all other proceedings. 

§ 16-118. Proceedings to review removal of committee 
member or officer. The action of any political committee or 
independent body in removing a member or officer thereof may 
be reviewed by a proceeding pursuant to article seventy-eight of 
the civil practice law and rules. 
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17-168. Crimes against the elective franchise not other
wise provided for. 

17-170. Destroying or delaying election returns. 

§ 17-100. Definitions. The word "election" as used in this 
article shall be deemed to apply to and include all general, special 
and primary elections, unofficial primaries and all local elections 
relating to candidates, ballot proposals, proceedings for the nom
inations of candidates by petition, and all elections held pursuant 
to Article 52A of the education law. 

2. The word "candidate" shall be deemd to apply to any person 
seeking a nomination, designation, or election to a public office 
or party office. 

3. The term "election officer" shall mean any person who, pur
suant to the provisions of this chapter, performs any duty or 
function in the electoral process. 

4. The term "public officer" as used in this article shall be 
deemed to apply to any person who holds an elective or appointive 
office of the state, separate authority or any political subdivision 
of the state with authority to supervise other personnel within 
such subdivisions. The term "public employee" shall be deemed 
to apply to all other personnel of the state or such authorities or 
subdivisions. 

§ 17-102. Misdemeanors at, or in connection with, pri
mary elections, caucuses, enrollment in political parties, 
committees, and conventions. Any person who: 

1. At a primary election or caucus of a party, wilfully votes, or 
attempts to vote, without being entitled to do so, or votes, or 
attempts to vote under any other name than his own or on the 
same day more than once under his own name; or, 

2. Votes, or offers to vote, at a primary election or caucus of 
a party, having voted at the primary election or caucus of any 
other political party on the same day, or being at the time enrolled 
in a party other than the party at whose primary or caucus he 
votes or offers to vote; or, who causes his name to be placed upon 
the rolls of party organization of one party while his name is by 
his consent or procurement upon the rolls of a party organization 
of another party; or, 

3. At a primary election or caucus, for the purpose of affecting 
the result thereof, votes or attempts to vote two or more ballots, 
or adds, or attempts to add, any ballot to those lawfully cast, by 
fraudulently introducing the same into the ballot box before or 
after the ballots therein have been counted, or who adds to or 
mixes with, or attempts to add to or mix with, the ballots lawfully 
cast, another ballot or other ballots before the votes have been 
counted or canvassed, or while the votes are being counted or 
canvassed; or at any time abstracts any ballots lawfully cast, with 
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intent to change the result of such election or to change the count 
thereat in favor of or against any person voted for at such election, 
or to prevent the ballots being recounted or used as evidence; or 
carries away, destroys, loses, conceala, detains, secretes, mutilates, 
or attempts to carry away, destroy, conceal, detain, secrete, or 
mutilate, any tally lists, ballots, ballot boxes, enrollment books, 
certificates of return, or any official documents provided for by 
the election law or otherwise by law, for the purpose of affecting 
or invalidating the result of such election, or of destroying evidence; 
or in any manner interferes with the officers holding any primary 
election or conducting the canvass of the votes cast thereat, or 
with voters lawfully exercising, or seeking to exercise, their right 
of voting at such primary election; or 

4. For the purpose of securing enrollment as a member of a 
political party, or for the purpose of being allowed to vote at a 
primary election or caucus as a member of a political party makes, 
deposits or files with a board of inspectors, or with any public 
officer or board, a false declaration of party affiliation or wilfully 
makes a false declaration of residence, either by an enrollment 
blank or otherwise, or falsely answers any pertinent question asked 
him by the board of election inspectors, or by a member thereof; 
or, 

5. Fraudulently or wrongfully does any act tending to affect the 
result of any primary election, caucus or convention; or, 

6. Induces or attempts to induce any poll clerk, election in· 
spector, election coordinator or officer, clerk or employee of the 
board of elections discharging any duty or performing any act 
required or made necessary by the election law at a primary election 
or in connection with the registration or enrollment of voters, to 
do any act in violation of his duty or in violation of the election 
law; or, 

7. Directly or indirectly, by himself or through any other person, 
pays, or offers to pay, money or other valuable thing, or promises 
a place or position, or offers any other consideration or makes 
any other promise, to any person, to induce any voter to vote, or 
refrain from voting, at a primary election or caucus, or convention, 
for or against any particular person; or does or offers to do, anything 
to hinder or delay any elector from taking part in or voting at a 
primary election or caucus; or, 

8. By menace or other unlawful or corrupt means, directly or 
indirectly, influences or attempts to influence, the vote of any 
person entitled to vote at a primary election or caucus, or con
vention, or obstructs such person in voting, or prevents him from 
voting thereat; or, 

9. Directly or indirectly, by himself or through another person, 
receives money or other valuable thing, or a promise of a place 
or position before, at, or after any primary election or caucus, or 
convention, for voting or refraining from voting for or against any 
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person, or for voting or refraining from voting at a primary election, 
caucus or convention; or, 

10. Being an officer, teller, canvasser, or inspector, at a primary 
election or caucus, knowingly permits any fraudulent vote to be 
cast, or knowingly receives and deposits in the ballot box any 
ballots offered by any person not qualified to vote; or permits the 
removal of ballots from the polling place before the close of the 
polls, or refuses to receive ballots intended for the electors of the 
district, or refuses to deliver to any elector ballots intended for 
the electors of the district which have been delivered to the board 
of inspectors, or permits electioneering within the polling place or 
within one hundred feet therefrom, or fails to keep order within 
the polling place, or permits any person other than the inspectors, 
or other persons permitted by this chapter to render assistance, 
to accompany an elector into a voting booth, or enters the voting 
booth with any elector, except one entitled to receive such as
sistance in the preparation of his ballot, or permits any person, 
other than a voter who has not voted, or a watcher to come within 
the guard rail or removes or permits another to remove any mark 
placed upon a ballot for its identification; or, 

11. Being an officer, clerk or employee of the board of elections, 
election inspector, poll clerk or election coordinator, knowingly 
puts opposite the name of an elector in an enrollment book any 
enrollment number other than the number opposite such name in 
the registration poll records of such district, or knowingly delivers 
to or receives from any elector on the day of registration an 
enrollment blank or envelope on which is any other enrollment 
number than the one opposite his name in such registration poll 
records or knowingly transcribes from an enrollment blank to the 
enrollment books any refusal to enroll or enrollment not indicated 
on the enrollment blank of the elector of such district whose 
enrollment number appears on such enrollment blank, or refuses 
or wilfully neglects to transcribe from any enrollment blank to the 
proper enrollment books any refusal to enroll or enrollment in
dicated on the enrollment blank of such an elector, enrolls or 
attempts to enroll as a member of a political party upon any of 
the enrollment books, any person not qualified to enroll as such, 
or fraudulently enters thereupon the name of any person who has 
not enrolled as a member of any political party, or refuses or 
wilfully neglects to enroll upon any of the enrollment books the 
name of any qualified person who has demanded to be enrolled 
as a member of a political party, or at any time strikes from any 
of the enrollment books the name of any person duly enrolled, or 
at any time adds to any of the enrollment books the name of any 
person not qualified to be enrolled as a member of a political 
party, or the name of any person who in fact has not enrolled as 
such; or makes marks upon, mutilates, carries away, conceals, 
alters, or destroys any enrollment blank or enrollment envelope 
used or deposited by an elector on a day of registration for the 
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purpose of enrolling or refusing to enroll himself as a member of 
a political party; or mutilates, carries away, conceals, alters or 
destroys, any statement or declaration made by a qualified voter 
for the purpose of enrolling as a member of the party; or, prior 
to the close of the last meeting for registration in any year, 
mutilates, carries away, conceals, alters, or destroys any enrollment 
blanks or enrollment envelopes not then delivered to electors; or, 

12. Being an officer, teller, canvasser, election inspector, clerk 
or employee of the board of elections or any officer of a political 
committee or a convention, wilfully omits, refuses or neglects to 
do any act required by this chapter or otherwise by law, or violates 
any of the provisions of the election law, or makes or attempts 
to make any faIse canvass of the ballots cast at a primary election, 
caucus or convention, or a false statement of the result of a canvass 
of the ballots cast thereat; or 

13. Being an officer, clerk or employee of the board of elections, 
or an officer of a political committee or a convention, who is 
charged with, or assumes, the duty of compiling the roll of any 
convention, wilfully includes in such roll the name of any person 
not certified to be elected thereto in accordance with the provisions 
of law, or who wilfully omits from such roll the name of any 
person who is so certified to be a delegate to such convention, is 
guilty of a misdemeanor. 

§ 17-104. False registration. Any person who: 
1. Registers or attempts to register as an elector in more than 

one election district for the same election, or more than once in 
the same election district; or, 

2. Registers or attempts to register as an elector, knowing that 
he will not be a qualified voter in the district at the election for 
which such registration is made; or 

3. Registers or attempts to register as an elector under any name 
but his own; or 

4. Knowingly gives a faIse residence within the election district 
when registering as an elector; or 

5. Knowingly permits, aids, assists, abets, procures, commands 
or advises another to commit any such act, is guilty of a felony. 

§ 17-106. Misconduct of election officers. Any election of
ficer who wilfully refuses to accord to any duly accredited watcher 
or to any voter or candidate any right given him by this chapter, 
or who wilfully violates any provision of the election law relative 
to the registration of electors or to the taking, recording, counting, 
canvassing, tallying or certifying of votes, or who wilfully neglects 
or refuses to perform any duty imposed on him by law, or is guilty 
of any fraud in the execution of the duties of his office, or connives 
in any electoral fraud, or knowingly permits any such fraud to be 
practiced, is guilty of a felony. 
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§ 17-108. False affidavits; mutilation, destruction or loss 
of registry list or affidavits. 1. Any person who wilfully loses, 
alters, destroys or mutilates the list of voters or registration poll 
ledgers in any election district, or a certified copy thereof, is guilty 
of a misdemeanor. 

2. An applicant for registration who shall make, incorporate or 
cause to be incorporated a material false statement in an appli
cation for registration, or in any challenge or other affidavit re
quired for or made or filed in connection with registration or 
voting, and any person who knowingly takes a false oath before 
a board of inspectors of election, and any person who makes a 
material false statement in a medical certificate or an affidavit 
filed in connection with an application for registration, is guilty 
of a misdemeanor. 

3. A person who shall wilfully suppress, mutilate or alter, or, 
except as authorized by this chapter, shall destroy, any signed 
challenge or other affidavit required for or made or filed in con
nection with registration or voting, and any person who, except 
as authorized by this chapter, shall remove such an affidavit from 
the place of registration or polling place, is guilty of a felony. 

4. A person other than the applicant who, prior to the filing of 
the application, shall willfully suppress, mutilate, materially alter, 
or, except as authorized by this chapter, destroy a signed appli
cation for registration by mail, is guilty of a misdemeanor. 

§ 17-110. Misdemeanors concerning police commissioners 
or officers or members of any police force. Any person who, 
being a police commissioner or any officer or member of any police 
force in this state: 

1. Uses or threatens or attempts to use his official power or 
authority, in any manner, directly or indirectly, in aid of or against 
any political party, organization, association or society, or to 
control, affect, influence, reward or punish, the political adherence, 
affiliation, action, expression or opinion of any citizen; or 

2. Appoints, promotes, transfers, retires or punishes an officer 
or member of a police force, or asks for or aids in the promotion, 
transfer, retirement or punishment of an officer or member of a 
police force because of the party adherence or affiliation of such 
officer or member, or for or on the request, direct or indirect, of 
any political party, organization, association or society, or of any 
officer, member of a committee or representative official or other
wise of any political party, organization, association or society; or 

3. Solicits, collects or receives any money for, any political fund, 
club, association, society or committee, is guilty of a misdemeanor. 

§ 17-112. Soliciting media support. Any person who solic
its from a candidate for an elective office money or other property 
as a condition or consideration for a supporting article, report or 
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advertisement in any publication or news media in favor of such 
candidate, is guilty of a misdemeanor. 

§ 17-114. Failure to furnish information; false informa
tion. 1. Any person who knowingly harbors or conceals any 
person who falsely registered as a voter, or who shall rent any 
room or bed to any person to be used by such person for himself 
or any other person for the purpose of unlawfully registering or 
voting therefrom is guilty of a misdemeanor. 

2. A keeper of a hotel, lodging-house, boarding-house or rooming
house, who neglects to give to an election officer requesting the 
same, a sworn list of persons residing in such hotel, lodging-house, 
boarding-house, dwelling or apartment, together with the other 
particulars or information in relation to such persons required to 
be given by or pursuant to this chapter, is guilty of a misdemeanor. 

3. A keeper of a hotel, lodging-house, boarding-house, or room
ing-house or the owner or lessee of a dwelling Or apartment who 
makes a report or furnishes a list required by this chapter which 
knowingly and falsely states that a person has resided on the 
premises to which the report or list relates for a longer period 
than he has actually resided therein, or puts upon such a list or 
in such a report a name under which no person resides in said 
premises, is guilty of a felony. 

§ 17-116. Removal, mutilation or destruction of election 
booths, supplies, poll-lists or cards of instruction. Any person 
who: 

1. DUring the election, wilfully defaces or injures a voting booth 
or compartment, or wilfully removes or destroys any of the supplies 
or other conveniences placed in the voting booths or compartments 
in pursuance of law; or, 

2. Before the closing of the polls, wilfully defaces or destroys 
any list of candidates to be voted for such an election posted in 
accordance with the election law; or, 

3. During an election, wilfully removes or defaces the cards for 
the instruction of voters, posted in accordance with this chapter, 
is guilty of a misdemeanor. 

§ 17-118. Refusal to permit employees to attend elec
tion. A person or corporation who refuses an employee entitled 
to vote at an election the privilege of attending thereat, as provided 
by the election law, or subjects such employee to a penalty or 
reduction of wages because of the exercise of such privilege, is 
guilty of a misdemeanor. 

§ 17-120. Misconduct in relation to certificate of nomi
nation and official ballot. A person who: 
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1. Falsely makes or makes oath to, or fraudulently defaces or 
destroys a certificate of nomination or any part thereof; or, 

2. Files or receives for filing a certificate of nomination, knowing 
that any part thereof was falsely made; or, 

3. Suppresses a certificate of nomination which has been duly 
filed, or any part thereof; or, 

4. Forges or falsely makes the official indorsement of any ballot; 
or, 

5. Having charge of official ballots, destroys, conceals or sup
presses them, except as provided by the law, is guilty of a felony. 

§ 17-122. Misconduct in relation to petitions. Any person 
who: 

1. Pays, lends, contributes or promises to pay, lend or contribute 
any money or other valuable consideration to or for any voter, or 
to or for any other person, to induce such voter to sign a petition 
for the designation of a candidate for party nomination or for 
election to a party position to be voted for at a primary election, 
or to induce such voter to sign a petition for opportunity to ballot 
at a primary election or to induce such voter to sign an independent 
nominating petition for public office; or 

2. Gives, offers or promises any office, place or employment, or 
promises to procure or endeavor to procure any office, place or 
employment to or for any voter, or to Or for any other person, in 
order to induce such voter to sign a petition for the designation 
of a candidate for party nomination or for election to a party 
position to be voted for at a primary election, or to induce such 
voter to sign a petition for opportunity to ballot at a primary 
election or to induce such voter to sign an independent nominating 
petition for public office; or 

3. Receives, agrees or contracts for any money, gift, loan or 
other valuable consideration, office, place or employment for him
self or any other person, for signing a petition for the designation 
of a candidate for party nomination or for election to a party 
position to be voted for at a primary election, or for signing a 
petition for opportunity to ballot at a primary election or for 
signing an independent nominating petition for public office; or 

4. Pays or agrees to pay money or other valuable consideration, 
to any person for his services in canvassing for or otherwise 
procuring the signatures of voters to a petition for the designation 
of a candidate or candidates for party nomination or for election 
to a party position to be voted for at a primary election, or to a 
petition for opportunity to ballot at a primary election, or to an 
independent nominating petition for public office, upon the basis 
of the number of names to such petition procured by such person, 
or at a fixed amount per name; or, 
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5. Represents to any person as an inducement for signing a 
petition for the designation of a candidate for party nomination 
or for election to a party position to be voted for at a primary 
election, or for signing a petition for opportunity to ballot at a 
primary election, or for signing an independent nominating petition 
for public office, that the person soliciting such signature is to be 
compensated upon the basis of the number of names procured by 
such a person, or at a fixed amount per name; or 

6. Being a signer of a petition, provided for in the election law, 
for the designation or nomination of a candidate, or a petition 
for opportunity to ballot at a primary election, thereby makes a 
false statement or makes a false affidavit thereon, or a false 
statement to the witness who authenticates the petition; or 

7. Being a subscribing witness to a petition, provided for in the 
election law, for the designation or nomination of a candidate, or 
a petition for opportunity to ballot at a primary election, thereby 
makes a false statement or makes a false affidavit thereon; or 

8. Alters a petition, provided for in the election law, for the 
designation or nomination of a candidate, or a petition for op
portunity to ballot at a primary election, by inserting, adding or 
changing therein the name of a candidate, or the title or designation 
of an office or position by any means whatsoever, after such petition 
has been signed by one or more persons, is guilty of a misdemeanor. 

§ 17-124. Failure to deliver official ballots. Any person 
who has undertaken to deliver official ballots to any city, town 
or village clerk, or inspector as authorized by this chapter, and 
neglects or refuses to do so, is guilty of a misdemeanor. 

§ 17-126. Misconduct of election officers. Any election of
ficer who: 

1. Reveals to another person the name of any candidate for 
whom a voter has voted; 

2. Communicates to another person his opinion, belief or impres
sion as to how or for whom a voter has voted; or, 

3. Places a mark upon a ballot, or does any other act by which 
one ballot can be distinguished from another or can be identified; 
or, 

4. Before the closing of the polls, unfolds a ballot that a voter 
has prepared for voting, is guilty of a misdemeanor. 

§ 17-128. Violations of election law by public officer or 
employee. A public officer or employee who knowingly and wil
fully omits, refuses or neglects to perform any act required of him 
by this chapter or who knowingly and wilfully refuses to permit 
the doing of any act authorized by this chapter or who knowingly 
and wilfully hinders or delays or attempts to hinder or delay the 
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performance of such an act is, if not otherwise provided by law, 
guilty of a felony. 

§ 17-130. Misdemeanor in relation to elections. Any per· 
son who: 

1. Acts as an inspector of election or as a clerk at an election, 
without being able to read or write the English language, or without 
being otherwise qualified to hold such office; or, 

2. Being an inspector of election, knowingly and wilfully permits 
or suffers any person to vote who is not entitled to vote thereat; 
or 

3. Wilfully and unlawfully obstructs, hinders or delays, or aids 
or assists in obstructing or delaying any elector on his way to a 
registration or polling place, Or while he is attempting to register 
or vote; Of, 

4. Electioneers on election day or on days of registration within 
one hundred feet, as defined herein, from a polling place. Said 
prohibition shall not apply to a building or room that has been 
maintained for political purposes at least six months prior to said 
election or registration days, except that no political displays, 
placards or posters shall be exhibited therefrom. For the purposes 
of this section, the one hundred feet distance shall be deemed to 
include a one hundred foot radial measured from the entrances, 
deSignated by the inspectors of elections, to a building where the 
election or registration is being held. 

5. Removes any official hsllot from a polling place before the 
clOSing of the polls; or, 

6. Unlawfully goes within the guard· rail of any polling place or 
unlawfully remains within such guard·rail after having been com· 
manded to remove therefrom by any inspector of election; or, 

7. Enters a voting booth with any voter or remains in a voting 
booth while it is occupied by any voter, or opens the door of a 
voting booth when the same is occupied by a voter, with the 
intent to watch such a voter while engaged in the preparation of 
his ballot, except as authorized by this chapter; or, 

8. Being or claiming to be a voter, permits any other person 
to be in a voting booth with him while engaged in the preparation 
of his ballot, except as authorized by this chapter, without openly 
protesting against and asking that such person be ejected; or, 

9. Having lawfully entered a voting booth with a voter, requests, 
persuades or induces such voter to vote any particular ballot or 
for any particular candidate, or makes or keeps any memorandum 
of anything occurring within the booth, or directly or indirectly, 
reveals to another the name of any candidate voted for by such 
voter; or, 
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10. Shows his ballot after it is prepared for voting, to any person 
80 as to reveal the contents, or solicits a voter to show the same; 
or, 

11. Places any mark upon his ballot, or does any other act in 
connection with his ballot with the intent that it may be identified 
as the one voted by him; or, 

12. Places any mark upon, or does any other act in connection 
with a ballot or paster ballot, with the intent that it may afterwards 
be identified as having been voted by any particular person; or, 

13. Receives an official ballot from any person other than one 
of the clerks or inspectors having charge of the ballots; or, 

14. Not being an inspector of election or clerk, delivers an official 
ballot to a voter; or, 

15. Not being an inspector of election, receives from any voter 
a ballot prepared for voting; or, 

16. Fails to return to the inspectors of election, before leaving 
the polling place or going outside the guard-rail, each ballot not 
voted by him; or, 

17. Wilfully defaces, injures, mutilates, destroys or secretes any 
voting machine which belongs to any municipality or board of 
elections for use at elections, and any person who commits or 
attempts to commit a fraud in the use of any such voting machine 
during election; or, 

18. Not being lawfully authorized, makes or has in his possession 
a key to a voting machine which has been adopted and will be 
used in elections; or, 

19. Not being an inspector or clerk of election, handles a voted 
or unvoted ballot or stub thereof, during the canvass of votes at 
an electioD; or, 

20. Intentionally opens an absentee voter's envelope or examines 
the contents thereof after the receipt of the envelope by the board 
of elections and before the close of the polls at the election; or, 

21. Wilfully disobeys any lawful command of the board of in
spectors, or any member thereof; or, 

22. Induces or attempts to induce any poll clerk, election in
spector, election coordinator, or officer, clerk or employee of the 
board of elections discharging any duty or performing any act 
required or made necessary by the election law, to do any act in 
violation of his duty or in violation of the election law; or, 

23. Not having been appointed or named an inspector of elec
tions or clerk and not having taken the oath for such office shall 
wear or display any button, badge or emblem identifying or pur
porting to identify such person as an inspector of election or clerk, 
is guilty of a misdemeanor. 

§ 17-132. Illegal voting. Any person who: 
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1. Knowingly votes or offers or attempts to vote at any election, 
when not qualified; or, 

2. Procures, aids, assists, counsels or advises any person to go 
or come into any election district, for the purpose of voting at 
any election, knowing that such person is not qualified; or, 

3. Votes or offers or attempts to vote at an election, more than 
once; or votes or offers or attempts to vote at an election under 
any other name than his own; or votes or offers or attempts to 
vote at an election, in an election district or from a place where 
he does not reside; or, 

4. Procures, aids, assists, commands or advises another to vote 
or offer or attempt to vote at an election, knowing that such 
person is not qualified to vote thereat; or, 

5. Prompts a person, applying to vote, to falsely answer questions 
put to him by the inspectors concerning his identity or qualifi· 
cations for voting; or, 

6. Being an applicant for an absentee voter's ballot, makes a 
material false statement in his application, or a person who makes 
a material false statement in a medical certificate or an affidavit 
filed in connection with an application for an absentee voter's 
ballot; or, 

7. Not being a qualified absentee voter, and having knowledge 
or being chargeable with knowledge of that fact, votes or attempts 
to vote as an absentee voter; or, 

8. Fraudulently signs the name of another upon an absentee 
voter's envelope or aids in doing or attempting to do a fraudulent 
act in connection with an absentee vote cast or attempted to be 
cast; Of, 

9. Falsely pretends or represents to the inspectors of election 
or any of them that he is incapacitated to mark his ballot, for 
the purpose of obtaining assistance in voting under the provisions 
of this chapter, is guilty of a felony. 

Any offer or attempt under this section shall be deemed to be 
the doing of any act made necesaary by this chapter preliminary 
to the delivery of a ballot to an elector or the deposit of the ballot 
in the ballot box or his admission to the booth or voting machine 
enclosure. 

§ 17-134. Unlawful use of pasters. An election officer or 
other person who uses a paster upon an official ballot, at any 
election, except as authorized and in the manner provided by this 
chapter, is guilty of a felony. 

§ 17-136. False returns; unlawful acts respecting re
turns. An inspector or clerk of an election who intentionally 
makes, or attempts to make, a false canvass of the ballots cast 
thereat, or any false statement of the result of a canvass, though 
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not signed by a majority of the inspectors, or any person who 
induces or attempts to induce any such inspector or clerk to do 
so, is guilty of a felony. 

§ 17-140. Furnishing money or entertainment to induce 
attendance at polls. Any person who directly or indirectly by 
himself or through any other person in connection with or in 
respect of any election during the hours of voting on a day of a 
general, special or primary election!.] gives or provides, or causes 
to be given or provided, or shall pay [for], wholly or in part, for 
any meat, drink, tobacco, refreshment or provision[,] to or for any 
person, other than persons who are official representatives of the 
board of elections or political parties and committees and persons 
who are engaged as watchers, party representatives or workers 
assisting the candidate, except any such meat, drink, tobacco, re
freshment or provision having a retail value of less than one dollar, 
which is given or provided to any person in a poUing place without 
any identification of the person or entity supplying such provisions, 
is guilty of a Class A misdemeanor. 

ISubd. 2. REPEALED by chap. 154, Laws of 1985.] 
Section amended by chap. 414. Laws of 1992.) 

§ 17-142. Giving consideration for franchise. Except as 
allowed by law, any person who directly or indirectly, by himself 
or through any other person: 

1. Pays, lends or contributes, or offers or promises to pay, lend 
or contribute any money or other valuable consideration to or for 
any voter, or to or for any other person, to induce such voter or 
other person to vote or refrain from voting at any election, or to 
induce any voter or other person to vote or refrain from voting 
at such election for any particular person or persons, or for or 
against any particular proposition submitted to voters, or to induce 
such voter to come to the polls or remain away from the polls at 
such election or to induce such voter or other person to place or 
cause to be placed or refrain from placing or causing to be placed 
his name upon a registration poll record or on account of such 
voter or other person having voted or refrained from voting for 
or against any particular person or for or against any proposition 
submitted to voters, or having come to the polls or remained away 
from the polls at such election, or having placed or caused to be 
placed or refrained from placing or causing to be placed his or 
any other name upon the registry of voters: or, 

2. Gives, offers or promises any office, place or employment, or 
promises to procure or endeavor to procure any office, place or 
employment to or for any voter, or to or for any other person, in 
order to induce such voter or other person to vote or refrain from 
voting at any election, or to induce any voter or other person to 

[Matter in italics is new.] 
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vote or refrain from voting at such election, for or against any 
particular person or for or against any proposition submitted to 
voters, or to induce any voter or other person to place or cause 
to be placed or refrain from placing or causing to be placed his 
or any other name upon a registration poll record; or, 

3. Gives, offers or promises any office, place, employment or 
valuable thing as an inducement for any voter or other person to 
procure or aid in procuring either a large or a small vote, plurality 
or majority at any election district or other political division of 
the state, for a candidate or candidates to be voted for at an 
election; or to cause a larger or smaller vote, plurality or majority 
to be cast or given for any candidate or candidates in one such 
district or political division than in another; or, 

4. Makes any gift, loan, promise, offer, procurement or agreement 
as aforesaid to, for or with any person to induce such person to 
procure or endeavor to procure the election of any person or the 
vote of any voter at any election; or, 

5. Procures or engages or promises or endeavors to procure, in 
consequence of any such gift, loan, offer, promise, procurement, 
or agreement the election of any person, or the vote of any voter, 
at such election; or, 

6. Advances or pays or causes to be paid, any money or other 
valuable thing, to or for the use of any other person with the 
intent that the same, or any part thereof, shall be used in bribery 
at any election, or knowingly pays or causes to be paid any money 
or other valuable thing to any person in discharge or repayment 
of any money, wholly or in part expended in bribery at any election, 
is guilty of a felony. 

§ 17-144. Receiving consideration for franchise. Except 
as allowed by law, any person who directly or indirectly, by himself 
or through any other person: 

1. Receives, agrees or contracts for, before or during an election, 
any money, gift, loan or other valuable consideration, office place 
or employment for himself or any other person, for voting or 
agreeing to vote, or for coming or agreeing to come to the polls, 
or for remaining away or agreeing to remain away from the polls, 
or for refraining or agreeing to refrain from registering as a voter, 
or for refraining or agreeing to refrain from voting, or for voting 
or agreeing to vote, or for refraining or agreeing to refrain from 
voting for or against any particular person or persons at any 
election, or for or against any proposition submitted to voters at 
such election; or, 

2. Receives any money or other valuable thing during or after 
an election on account of himself or any other person having voted 
or refrained from voting at such an election; or having registered 
or refrained from registering as a voter, or on account of himself 
or any other person having voted or refrained from voting for or 
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against any particular person at such election, or for or against 
any proposition submitted to voters at such election, or on account 
of himself or any other person having come to the polls or remained 
away from the polls at such election, or having registered or 
refrained from registering as a voter, or on account of having 
induced any other person to vote or refrain from voting for or 
against any particular person at such election, or for or against 
any proposition submitted to voters at such election, is guilty of 
a felony. 

§ 17-146. Offender a competent witness; witnesses' im
munity. 1. A person offending against any section of this article 
is a competent witness against another person so offending and 
may be compelled to attend and testify on any trial, hearing or 
proceeding or investigation in the same manner as any other 
person. 

2. In any criminal proceeding before a court or grand jury for 
a violation of any of the provisions of this article, the court or 
grand jury may confer immunity in accordance with the code of 
criminal procedure. 

§ 17-148. Bribery or intimidation of elector in military 
service of United States. Any person who, directly or indirectly, 
by bribery, menace or any other corrupt means, controls, or at
tempts to control an elector of this state enlisted in the military 
service of the United States, in the exercise of his rights under 
the election law, or annoys, injures or punishes him for the manner 
in which he exercises such right, is guilty of a misdemeanor. 

§ 17-150. Duress and intimidation of voters. Any person 
or corporation who directly or indirectly: 

1. Uses or threatens to use any force, violence or restraint, or 
inflicts or threatens to inflict any injury, damage, harm or loss, 
or in any other manner practices intimidation upon or against 
any person in order to induce or compel such person to vote or 
refrain from voting for or against any particular person or for or 
against any proposition submitted to voters at such election, or 
to place or cause to be placed or refrain from placing or causing 
to be placed his name upon a registry of voters, or on account of 
such person having voted or refrained from voting at such election, 
or having voted or refrained from voting for or against any par
ticular person or persons, or for or against any proposition sub
mitted to voters at such election, or having registered or refrained 
from registering as a voter; or, 

2. By abduction, duress or any forcible or fraudulent device or 
contrivance whatever impedes, prevents or otherwise interferes 
with the free exercise of the elective franchise by any voter, or 
compels, induces or prevails upon any voter to give or refrain 
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from giving his vote for or against any particular person at any 
election; or, 

3. Being an employer pays his employees the salary or wages 
due to "pay envelopes," in which there is enclosed or upon which 
there is written or printed political motto, device or argument 
containing threats, express or implied, intended or calculated to 
influence the political opinions or actions of such employees, or 
within ninety days of a general election puts or otherwise exhibits 
in the establishment or place where his employees are engaged in 
labor, any handbill or placard containing any threat, notice or 
information, that if any particular ticket or candidate is elected 
or defeated, work in his place or establishment will cease, in whole 
or in part, his establishment will be closed up, or the wages of 
his employees reduced, or other threats, express or implied, in
tended or calculated to influence the political opinions or actions 
of his employees, is guilty of a misdemeanor, and, if a corporation, 
shall in addition forfeit its charter. 

§ 17-152. Conspiracy to promote or prevent elec
tion. Any two or more persons who conspire to promote or 
prevent the election of any person to a public office by unlawful 
means and which conspiracy is acted upon by one or more of the 
parties thereto, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor. 

§ 17-154. Pernicious political activities. It shall be unlaw
ful for any person to: 1. Intimidate, threaten or coerce, Or to 
attempt to intimidate, threaten or coerce, any other person for 
the purpose of interfering with the right of such other person to 
vote or to vote as he may choose, or for the purpose of causing 
such other person to vote for, or not vote for, any candidate for 
the office of governor, lieutenant-governor, attorney-general, comp
troller, judge of any court, member of the senate, or member of 
the assembly at any election held solely or in part for the purpose 
of selecting a governor, lieutenant-governor, attorney-general, 
comptroller, any judge or any member of the senate or any member 
of the assembly; or, 

2. Directly or indirectly, promise any employment, position, 
work, compensation, or other benefit, provided for or made possible 
in whole or in part by any act of congress or of the legislature 
appropriating funds for work relief or relief purposes, to any person 
as consideration, favor or reward for any political activity or for 
the support of or opposition to any candidate or any political 
party in any nominating convention or in any election; or, 

3. Deprive, attempt to deprive or threaten to deprive, by any 
means, any person of any employment, position, work, compen
sation or other benefit provided for or made possible in whole or 
in part by any act of congress or of the legislature appropriating 
funds for the work relief or relief purposes, on account of any 
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political activity or on account of support for or opposition to any 
candidate or any political party in any nominating convention or 
election; or, 

4. Solicit or receive or be in any manner concerned in soliciting 
or receiving any assessment, subscription or contribution for any 
political purpose whatever from any person known by him to be 
entitled to or receiving compensation, employment or other benefit 
provided for or made possible by any act of congress or of the 
legislature appropriating, or authorizing the appropriation of, funds 
for work relief or relief purposes; or, 

5. Furnish or to disclose, or to aid or assist in furnishing or 
disclosing, any list or names of persons receiving compensation, 
employment or benefits provided for or made possible by any act 
of congress or of the legislature appropriating or authorizing the 
appropriation of, funds for work relief or relief purposes, to a 
political candidate, committee, campaign manager, or to any person 
for delivery to a political candidate, committee or campaign man
ager, and it shall be unlawful for any person to receive any such 
list or names for political purposes. 

No part of any appropriation made by any act of congress or 
of the legislature, heretofore or hereafter enacted, making appro
priations for work relief, relief, or otherwise to increase employment 
by providing loans and grants for public works projects, shall be 
used, and no authority conferred by any such act upon any person 
shall be exercised or administered, for the purpose of interfering 
with, restraining or coercing any individual in the exercise of his 
right to vote and to vote as he may choose at any election. 

Any person who violates any of the foregoing provisions of this 
section shall be guilty of a misdemeanor. 

§ 17-156. Political assessments. Any officer or employee of 
the state, or of a political subdivision thereof who, directly or 
indirectly uses his authority or official influence to compel or 
induce any other officer or employee of the state or a political 
subdivision thereof, to payor promise to pay any political as
sessment shall be guilty of a class A misdemeanor. Nothing herein 
shall be deemed to prohibit an officer or employee of the state or 
political subdivision thereof from making a voluntary contribution 
to a candidate or political committee. 

§ 17-158. Corrupt use of position or authority, Any per
son who: 

1. While holding public office, or being nominated or seeking a 
nomination therefor, corruptly uses or promises to use, directly, 
or indirectly, any official authority or influence possessed or an
ticipated, in the way of conferring upon any person, or in order 
to secure, or aid any person in securing, any office or public 
employment, or any nomination, confirmation, promotion or in-
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crease of salary, upon consideration that the vote or political 
influence or action of the person so to be benefited or of any 
other person, shall be given or used in behalf of any candidate, 
officer or party or upon any other corrupt condition or consid
eration; or, 

2. Being a public officer or employee of the state or a political 
subdivision having, or claiming to have, any authority or influence 
affecting the nomination, public employment, confirmation, pro
motion, removal or increase or decrease of salary of any public 
officer or employee, promises or threatens to use, any such authority 
or influence, directly or indirectly to affect the vote or political 
action of any such public officer or employee, Or on account of 
the vote or political action of such officer or employee; or, 

3. Makes, tenders or offers to procure, or cause any nomination 
or appointment for any public office or place, or accepts or requests 
any such nomination or appointment, upon the payment or con
tribution of any valuable consideration, or upon an understanding 
or promise thereof; Of, 

4. Makes any gift, promise or contribution to any person, upon 
the condition or consideration of receiving an appointment or 
election to a public office or a position of public employment, or 
for receiving or retaining any such office or position, or promotion, 
privilege, increase of salary or compensation therein, or exemption 
from removal or discharge therefrom, is guilty of a felony. 

§ 17-160. Procuring fraudulent documents in order to 
vote. 1. Any person who knowingly and wilfully procures from 
any court, judge, clerk or other officer, any document with intent 
to enable himself or any other person to register for or vote at 
any election when he or such other person is not entitled to 
exercise the elective franchise; or 

2. Any person who knowingly and wilfully presents to any 
election officer for the purpose of having himself or any other 
person placed upon any list or registry of voters or for the purpose 
of enabling himself or any other person to vote at any election, 
any false document, is guilty of a felony. 

§ 17-162. Judicial candidates not to contribute. No can
didate for a judicial office shall, directly or indirectly, make any 
contribution of money or other thing of value, nor shall any 
contribution be solicited of him; but a candidate for a judicial 
office may make such legal expenditures, other than contributions, 
authorized by this chapter. 

§ 17-164. Political contributions by owners of polling 
places prohibited. A person, who being the owner of premises 
contracted for or used as a place of registration or as a polling 
place for any election or official primary, who makes offers or 
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promises to make a political contribution to any party committee, 
candidate or person, or any person who makes, promises or offers 
to make any such political contribution as an inducement for the 
hiring of premises owned by him for use as a place of registration 
or polling place for any election or official primary, shall be guilty 
of a misdemeanor. 

§ 17-166. Penalty. Any person convicted of a misdemeanor 
under this article shall for a first offense be punished by impris
onment for not more than one year, or by a fine of not less than 
one hundred dollars nor more than five hundred dollars, or by 
both such fine and imprisonment. Any person who, having been 
convicted of a misdemeanor under this article, shall thereafter be 
convicted of another misdemeanor under this article, shall be guilty 
of a felony. 

§ 17-168. Crimes against the elective franchise not other
wise provided for. Any person who knowingly and wilfully 
violates any provision of this chapter, which violation is not 
specifically covered by any of the previous sections of this article, 
is guilty of a misdemeanor. 

§ 17-170. Destroying or delaying election returns. A 
messenger appointed by authority of law to receive and carry a 
report, certificate or certified copy of any statement relating to 
the result of any election, who wilfully mutilates, tears, defaces, 
obliterates or destroys the same, or does any other act which 
preventa the delivery of it as required by law; and a person who 
takes away from such messenger any such report, certificate or 
certified copy, with intent to prevent its delivery, or who wilfully 
does any injury or other act in this section specified, is guilty of 
a felony. 
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UNCONSOLIDATED SECTIONS 

§ 6. Laws repealed. 
Chapter one hundred of the laws of nineteen hundred forty· 

nine, entitled "An act in relation to the elections, constituting 
chapter seventeen of the consolidated law," and all acts amendatory 
thereof and supplemental thereto, are hereby repealed, except as 
follows: 

a. Nothing contained in this act shall effect or impair any act 
done or right accruing, accrued or acquired, or any penalty, for· 
feiture of punishment incurred prior to the time when this act 
shall take effect, under or by virtue of the provision or provisions 
of the election law, as in force immediately prior to the time this 
act shall take effect, but the same may be asserted, enforced, 
prosecuted or inflicted, as fully and to the same extent as if this 
act shall not have taken effect. 

b. An act of the legislature of the year nineteen hundred seventy· 
six and nineteen hundred seventy·seven which, in form, amends 
or repeals or purports to amend or repeal any provision or pro· 
visions of the election law, as in force immediately prior to the 
time this act shall take effect, shall be deemed and construed as 
an amendment or repeal, as the case may be, of the corresponding 
provision or provisions of such law, as renumbered, modified or 
amended by this act, irrespective of whether such provision or 
provisions is or are contained in one or more than one title, article, 
section, subdivision or other part thereof and such corresponding 
provision or provisions shall be deemed and construed to be 
amended, modified, changed or repealed as though the same had 
been expressed and in terms so amended or repealed. 

c. An act of the legislature of the year nineteen hundred seventy
six and nineteen hundred seventy-seven which adds or purports 
to add a new article, section, subdivision or other provision of 
law to the election law, as in force immediately prior to the time 
this act shall take effect, shall be deemed and construed as having 
been added to such law, as amended by this act, and shall be 
given full effect according to its context as if the same had been 
added expressly and in terms to such law, as amended by this 
act, and shall be deemed and construed to have been inserted in 
such law, as amended by this act, in the appropriate respective 
position in regard to and as modifying the effect of the corre
sponding provision or provisions of such law, as amended by this 
act. 

d. Reference in any act of the legislature of the year nineteen 
hundred seventy-six and nineteen hundred seventy-seven to an 
existing article, section, subdivision or other provision of the 
election law, as in force immediately prior to the time this act 
shall take effect, shall be deemed and construed to refer to the 
corresponding article, section, subdivision or other provision of 
such law, as renumbered, modified or amended by this act. 
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e. Reference in any general, special or local law, rule, regulation 
or public document to any provision or provisions of the election 
law, as in force immediately prior to the time this act shall take 
effect, shall be deemed to be and construed as a reference to the 
corresponding provision or provisions of such law, as renumbered, 
modified or amended by this act, irrespective of whether such 
provision or provisions is or are contained in one or more than 
one title, article, section, subdivision or other part thereof. 

§ 7. Saving clause and miscellaneous provisions. Commissioners 
of the state and county boards of elections and directors of the 
division of servicemen's voting in office when this chapter takes 
effect shall continue in office for the term for which they were 
appointed, unless sooner removed. Where, by this chapter, the 
salaries of commissioners of election are to be fixed by the county 
legislative body, such commissioners shall receive their present 
salaries until otherwise provided by such board. The positions of 
subordinates in the offices of boards or commissioners of elections 
and their compensation shall continue until changed pursuant to 
law. Inspectors, clerks and other election officers shall continue 
in office for the terms for which they were appointed, unless sooner 
removed. Election districts, as now constituted, shall continue until 
changed pursuant to this chapter. 

§ 8. Effect of unconstitutionality in part. If any clause, sentence, 
paragraph, subdivision, section, article, part or portion of this 
chapter heretofore, herewith, or hereafter enacted, or any appli
cation thereof, shall be adjudged by any court of competent ju
risdiction to be invalid, such order or judgment shall not otherwise 
affect, impair, or invalidate the remainder thereof, or any other 
clause, sentence, paragraph, subdivision, section, article, part, or 
portion of this chapter, but shall be construed to affect only such 
clause, sentence, paragraph, subdivision, section, article, part, or 
portion thereof, directly involved in the controversy in which such 
order, decree or judgment shall have been rendered. 

§ 9. When to take effect. This act shall take effect on the first 
day of December, nineteen hundred seventy-seven. 
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NEW YORK STATE CONSTITUTION 

APPENDIX A 

The Provisions on Suffrage of New York's Present 
Constitution 

ARTICLE I. 

Bill of Rights 

Section 1. [Rights, privileges and franchise secured; uncontested 
primary elections.J-No member of this state shall be disfranchised, 
or deprived of any of the rights or privileges secured to any citizen 
thereof, unless by the law of the land, or the judgment of his 
peers, except that the legislature may provide that there shall be 
no primary election held to nominate candidates for public office 
or to elect persons to party positions for any political party or 
parties in any unit of representation of the state from which such 
candidates or persons are nominated or elected wherever there is 
no contest or contests for such nominations or election as may 
be prescribed by general law . 

• • • 
ARTICLE II. 

Suffrage 

Section 1. [Qualifications of voters.J-Every citizen shall be en
titled to vote at every election for all officers elected by the people 
and upon all questions submitted to the vote of the people provided 
that such citizen is twenty-one years of age or over and shall have 
been a resident of this state, and the county, city, or village for 
three months next preceding an election. 

Notwithstanding the foregoing provisions, after January first, 
one thousand nine hundred twenty-two, no person shall become 
entitled to vote by attaining majority, by naturalization or other
wise, unless such person is also able, except for physical disability, 
to read and write English. 

§ 2. [Absentee voting.J-The legislature may, by general law, 
provide a manner in which, and the time and place at which, 
qualified voters who, on the occurrence of any election, may be 
absent from the county of their residence or, if residents of the 
city of New York, from the city, and qualified voters who, on the 
occurrence of any election, may be unable to appear personally at 
the polling place because of illness or physical disability, may vote 
and for the return and canvass of their votes. 

§ 3. [Persons excluded from the right of suffrage.J-No person 
who shall receive, accept, or offer to receive, or pay, offer or 
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promise to pay, contribute, offer or promise to contribute to 
another, to be paid or used, any money or other valuable thing 
as a compensation or reward for the giving or withholding a vote 
at an election, or who shall make any promise to influence the 
giving or withholding any such vote, or who shall make or become 
directly or indirectly interested in any bet or wager depending 
upon the result of any election, shall vote at such election; and 
upon challenge for such cause, the person so challenged, before 
the officers authorized for that purpose shall receive his vote, shall 
swear or affirm before such officers that he has not received or 
offered, does not expect to receive, has not paid, offered or promised 
to pay, contributed, offered or promised to contribute to another, 
to be paid or used, any money or other valuable thing as a 
compensation or reward for the giving or withholding a vote of 
such election, and has not made any promise to influence the 
giving or withholding of any such vote, nor made or become directly 
or indirectly interested in any bet or wager depending upon the 
result of such election. The legislature shall enact laws excluding 
from the right of suffrage all persons convicted of bribery or of 
any infamous crime. 

§ 4. [Certain occupations and conditions not to affect resi
dence.I-For the purpose of voting, no person shall be deemed to 
have gained or lost a residence, by reason of his presence or 
absence, while employed in the service of the United States; nor 
while engaged in the navigation of the waters of this state, or of 
the United States, or the high seas; nor while a student of any 
seminary of learning; nor while kept at any almshouse, or other 
asylum, or institution wholly or partly supported at public expense 
or by charity; nor while confined in any public prison. 

§ 5. [Registration and election laws to be passed.I-Laws shall 
be made for ascertaining, by proper proofs, the citizens who shall 
be entitled to the right of suffrage hereby established, and for the 
registration of voters; which registration shall be completed at 
least ten days before each election. Such registration shall not be 
required for town and village elections except by express provision 
of law. In cities and villages having five thousand inhabitants or 
more, voters shall be registered upon personal application only; 
but voters not residing in such cities or villages shall not be 
required to apply in person for registration at the first meeting 
of the officers having charge of the registry of voters; however, 
voters who are in the actual military service of the United States, 
in the army, navy, air force or any branch thereof, or in the coast 
guard, or inmates of a veterans' bureau hospital and voters who 
are unable to appear personally for registration because of illness 
or physical disability or because their duties, occupation or business 
require them to be outside the counties of their residence or, in 
the case of residents of the city of New York, their duties, oc
cupation or business require them to be in a county outside such 
city; and a spouse, parent or child of such a voter in the actual 
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military service or of such an inmate or of such a voter unable 
to appear personally for registration, accompanying or being with 
him or her, if a qualified voter and a resident of the same election 
district, and if outside the county of such election district, shall 
not be required to register personally. The number of such in
habitants shall be determined according to the latest census or 
enumeration, federal or state, showing the population of the city 
or village, except that the federal census shall be controlling unless 
such state enumeration, if any, shall have been taken and returned 
two or more years after the return of the preceding federal census. 

§ 6. [Permanent registration.J-The legislature may provide by 
law for a system or systems of registration whereby upon personal 
application a voter may be registered and his registration continued 
so long as he shall remain qualified to vote from the same address, 
or for such shorter period as the legislature may prescribe. 

§ 7. [Manner of voting; identification of voters.J-AlI elections 
by the citizens, except for such town officers as may by law be 
directed to be otherwise chosen, shall be by ballot, or by such 
other method as may be prescribed by law, provided that secrecy 
in voting be preserved. The legislature shall provide for identifi
cation of voters through their signatures in all cases where personal 
registration is required and shall also provide for the signatures, 
at the time of voting, of all persons voting in person by ballot or 
voting machine, whether or not they have registered in person, 
save only in cases of illiteracy or physical disability. 

§ 8. [Bi-partisan registration and election boards.J-Alllaws cre
ating, regulating or affecting boards or officers charged with the 
duty of registering voters, or of distributing ballots to voters, or 
of receiving, recording or counting votes at elections, shall secure 
equal representation of the two political parties which, at the 
general election next preceding that for which such boards or 
officers are to serve, cast the highest and the next highest number 
of votes. All such boards and officers shall be appointed or elected 
in such manner, and upon the nomination of such representatives 
of said parties respectively, as the legislature may direct. Existing 
laws on this subject shall continue until the legislature shall other
wise provide. This section shall not apply to town, or village 
elections. 

§ 9. [Presidential elections; special voting procedures autho
rized.J-Notwithstanding the residence requirements imposed by 
section one of this article, the legislature may, by general law, 
provide special procedures whereby every person who shall have 
moved from another state to this state or from one county, city 
or village within this state to another county, city or village within 
this state and who shall have been an inhabitant of this state in 
any event for ninety days next preceding an election at which 
electors are to be chosen for the office of president and vice 
president of the United States shall be entitled to vote in this 
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state solely for such electors. provided such person is otherwise 
qualified to vote in this state and is not able to qualify to vote 
for such electors in any other state. The legislature may also. by 
general law. prescribe special procedures whereby every person who 
is registered and would be qualified to vote in this state but for 
his removal from this state to another state within one year next 
preceding such election shall be entitled to vote in this state solely 
for such electors. provided such person is not able to qualify to 
vote for such electors in any other state. 
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RULES AND REGULATIONS 

of 

STATE BOARD OF ELECTIONS 

In Effect August 1, 1978 

TITLE 9 OF THE OFFICIAL COMPILATION 
OF CODES, RULES AND REGULATIONS 

OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK 

SUBTITLE V 

State Board of Elections 

Part 6200 

Filing Statements of Campaign Receipts 
and Expenditures 

§ 6200.1 Places for filing statements of campaign receipts and 
expenditures. The places for filing statements of campaign receipts 
and expenditures pursuant to Sections 14-102 and 14-104 of the 
Election Law shall be as follows: 

(a) (1) The statements of a candidate for election to the office 
of presidential elector, Governor, Lieutenant Governor, Attorney 
General, Comptroller, member of the State Legislature, delegate 
to a constitutional convention, justice of the Supreme Court or 
for nomination for any such office at a primary election or con
vention, or for any party position to be voted for at a primary 
election by the voters of two or more counties or portions of two 
or more counties not wholly within the city of New York, with 
the State Board of Elections. 

(2) The statements of a candidate for election to any other 
public office except a village office, or for nomination for any such 
office at a primary election or convention, or for any party position 
to be voted for at a primary election solely by the voters within 
a single county or within the City of New York, with the board 
of elections of the city or county whose voters are to vote for 
such office or party position. 

(3) The statements of a candidate for election to a village 
office or for nomination for any such office at a primary election 
or convention, with the village clerk, except where a village has 
opted pursuant to Section 15-104(d) of the Election Law to have 
elections occur on the day of the general election and be conducted 
by the board of elections, then with the county board of elections. 

(b) The statements of a treasurer of a political committee, with 
the State Board of Elections, except as follows: 

(1) If the committee aided or took part solely in the election 
or defeat of a candidate for an office or party position set forth 
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in paragraph (2) of subdivision (a) of this section with the ap
propriate board of elections. 

(2) If the committee aided or took part solely in the election 
or defeat of a candidate for an office or party position set forth 
in paragraph (3) of subdivision (a) of this section with the village 
clerk. 

(3) If the committee promoted the success or defeat of a 
proposition submitted to vote at a public election held within a 
single county, or the City of New York, with the appropriate 
board of elections. 

(4) The treasurer of the county committee of a political party 
and the treasurer of a duly constituted subcommittee of a county 
committee shall file with the board of elections of such county, 
except that if the committee aids or takes part in the election or 
defeat of a candidate for an office or party position set forth in 
paragraph (1) of subdivision (a) of this section, a copy of the 
statements required to be filed pursuant to subdivision (a) of 
section 6200.2 of this title which include expenditures made for 
such candidate shall also be filed with the State Board of Elections. 

(c) (1) The statements of a political committee, other than a 
county committee, which supports or opposes candidates for those 
offices enumerated in paragraph (1) of subdivision (a) of this 
section and, in addition supports or opposes candidates enumerated 
in paragraph (2) or paragraph (3) of subdivision (a) shall be filed 
with the State Board of Elections. Copies of the pre- and post
election statements thereof shall be filed with the appropriate local 
filing offices except that in those years in which such committee 
only supports or opposes candidates for offices set forth in either 
paragraph (2) or paragraph (3) of subdivision (a), such committee 
need only file pre- and post-election statements with the appro
priate local filing offices. 

(2) The periodic statement required to be filed with the State 
Board of Elections by such committee on the 15th day of January 
following a year in which such committee only supported candidates 
for county, city, town, or village offices shall have attached to it 
a copy of the summary section of the 27 -day post-election state
ment filed by such committee with the local filing offices in such 
preceding year. 

§ 6200.2 Time for filing statements of campaign receipts and 
expenditures. The statements of campaign receipts and expendi
tures required by Sections 14-102 and 14-104 of the Election Law 
shall be filed at the following times. 

(a) On the 32nd and 11th day before, and on the 27th day next 
succeeding the election other than a primary election, or convention 
to which the statement relates; if there is a contested primary 
election, said statements shall be filed on the 32nd and 11th day 
before and the 10th day next succeeding such contested primary 

338 



RULES AND REGULATIONS 

election. If it is necessary to hold a runoff primary, a statement 
shall be received on the fourth day preceding such runoff primary 
and on the 10th day next succeeding such runoff primary. 

(b) In addition to the statements required to be filed pursuant 
to the provisions of subdivision (a) of this section, periodic state
ments shall be filed no later than the 15th day of January and 
July of each subsequent year until such time as the candidate or 
committee terminates activities. At such time, a final statement 
shall be filed particularizing campaign receipts and expenditures 
during the filing period. It shall also evidence a complete payment 
of all liabilities and the expenditure of all funds in the possession 
of the committee or candidate. The filing of said statement shall 
terminate the activities of the political committee or candidate. 

(c) In addition to the statements required to be filed pursuant 
to the provisions of subdivisions (a) and (b) of this section, political 
committees shall file periodic statements no later than the 15th 
day of January and July of each year from the time the statement 
required by section 14-118 of the Election Law is filed. 

(d) If, pursuant to subdivisions (a) and (b) of this section, a 
candidate or committee is required to file two statements within 
a period of five days, the information required to be included in 
each such statement may be combined in a single statement 
provided that the information contained in such single statement 
shall be segregated and identified as to the election to which it 
relates. Such combined statement shall be filed on the date on 
which the latter of the two separate statements would be required 
to be filed. 

(e) A runoff primary shall not be construed to be a separate 
contested primary election for the purposes of this section. 

(f) If a person or a political committee receives or expends funds 
to promote such person's candidacy for a particular office and the 
person fails to qualify for either the primary or general election 
ballot, statements of receipts and expenditures shall be required 
to be filed pursuant to subdivision (b) of this section. 

(g) Contributions in excess of one thousand dollars received 
within fourteen days preceding an election which, pursuant to 
section 14-108(2) of the Election Law, are required to be reported 
within twenty-four hours of receipt. Such report shall include the 
name of the committee receiving such contribution, the name and 
residence address of the contributor, the dollar amount of the 
contribution and the date of the contribution. Such contributions 
may be reported by letter signed by the treasurer of the committee 
receiving the contributions or on standard campaign financial 
disclosure forms and may be transmitted to the proper filing officer 
by electronic transmission. All such contributions shall also be 
included on the statement required to be filed on the post-election 
filing next succeeding the election for which the contribution is 
intended. 
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§ 6200.3 Filing of statementa by candidates for party positions 
and political committees supporting such candidates. 

(a) The provisions of Sections 14-104, 14-112(b) and 14-118(a) 
shall not apply to any candidate for member of a county committee 
or political party or any candidate for delegate or alternate delegate 
to a judicial district convention if the campaign expenditures made 
by or on behalf of such candidate do not exceed fifty dollars. 

(b) Political committees supporting such candidates may, when 
filing statements required by Section 14-112 of the Election Law, 
list the titles of such party positions in lieu of the names of the 
supported candidates. 

(c) When filing statements of campaign receipts and expendi
tures pursuant to Section 14-102, a political committee may, when 
allocating expenditures, combine as a single entry all expenditures 
made on behalf of candidates for such party positions for whom 
no more than fifty dollars has been expended. 

§ 6200.4 Fund-raising events. 
(a) Any candidate or political committee that charges or accepts 

monetary donations for admission to any fund-raising event at 
which food and beverages are provided, is not required to list as 
a candidate expenditure the cost of providing such food and 
beverages (including the expense of preparation and service) where 
any such cost is included within the charge or suggested donation 
for such admission; provided however, that the charge or donation 
for any such admission must exceed the cost of providing a person 
admitted with food and beverages. 

(b) Notwithstanding the foregoing, any such cost of providing 
food and beverages shall be separately reported and itemized by 
any such candidate or political committee on his or its statement 
of campaign receipts and expenditures. Any other cost in relation 
to any such fund-raising event, including but not limited to, the 
cost of music, printing, premises or advertising must be listed and 
itemized in the same manner as any other candidate expenditure 
is reported. 

§ 6200.5 Expenditures not exceeding $50.00. 
Expenditures made by any individual or political committee for 

or on behalf of the nomination or election of any candidate or 
candidates, or for or on behalf of any question to be submitted 
to vote at a public election, in an aggregate amount not exceeding 
$50.00 during any calendar year shall not be deemed a "contribution 
other than of money", and any individual or political committee, 
by the fact of any such expenditures alone, shall not be required 
to comply with the provisions of Sections 14-102 and 14-118 of 
the Election Law. 

§ 6200.6 Contribution other than of money. 
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(a) The term "contribution other than of money" means: 
(1) A gift, subscription, loan or advance of anything of value 

(other than money) made to or for any candidate or political 
committee; and 

(2) The payment by any person other than a candidate or 
political committee of compensation for the personal services of 
another person which are rendered to any such candidate or 
committee without charge; and 

(3) Provided however, that the term "contribution other than 
of money" shall not be construed to include personal services 
provided without compensation by individuals volunteering a por
tion or all of their time on behalf of a candidate or political 
committee. 

(b) In determining the monetary value to be placed on a "con
tribution other than of money" a reasonable estimate of fair market 
value shall be used. Each such contribution shall be declared as 
an expenditure at the same fair market value and reported on the 
expenditure schedule, identified as to its nature and listed as an 
"expenditure-in-kind". 

§ 6200.7 Resignation of a Treasurer. 
(a) Before any treasurer of any political committee may resign 

his position at a time when his committee has unexpended funds 
or unsatisfied liabilities, such treasurer must first deliver a copy 
of his written resignation as treasurer to both the committee's 
chairman and the applicable filing officer for the committee's 
statements as set forth in Section 6200.l. The effective date of 
the resignation shall be five (5) days after delivery to such filing 
officer unless the treasurer specifies a date later than five (5) days 
after delivery, in which case said date shall be the effective date. 
Within two (2) days after the effective date of his resignation, 
any such treasurer shall file a statement of receipts and expen
ditures with the appropriate filing officer, which statement shall 
include all transactions made by his committee from the date of 
the committee's last report up to and including the effective date 
of the treasurer's resignation. 

(b) Upon the effective date of a resignation or upon the death 
of any treasurer of a political committee, no member of any such 
political committee or other person acting under its authority or 
in its behalf shall receive any money or other valuable thing or 
expend the same until the committee shall have chosen a new 
treasurer and the treasurer's name and address shall have been 
filed pursuant to Section 14-118 of the Election Law with the 
appropriate filing officer. For the purposes of this subdivision, the 
term political committee shall not include a party or constituted 
committee. 

§ 6200.8 
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Whenever a person or entity, such as a consultant acting on 
behalf of a political committee which supporta or opposes can
didates for any public office or party position or which supporta 
or opposes any proposition, subcontracta for finished goods or 
services, the treasurer of the committee shall, in addition to 
reporting the expenditure made to such consultant or agent, report 
the name, address and amount expended to each person or entity 
providing such goods or services the cost of which exceeds, in the 
case of a committee supporting candidates for statewide office, 
$10,000 and all other committees, $5,000. The treasurer of any 
committee which makes such expenditures may, in lieu of providing 
such information on the statement which lista the expenditure, 
include the information on a separate schedule to be filed with 
the committee's 27 -day post general election statement or if it 
relates to a primary election, with the lO-day post primary state
ment. In such case the schedule entry shall reference the statement 
in which the expenditure is listed. 

Part 6201 

Fair Campaign Code 

Section 6201.1 Fair Campaign Code. In order that all political 
campaigns be conducted under a climate promoting discussion of 
the issues and presentation of the records and policies of the 
various candidates, stimulating just debate with respect to the 
views and qualifications of the candidates and without inhibiting 
or interfering with the right of every qualified person and political 
party to full and equal participation in the electoral process, the 
following is hereby adopted by the New York State Board of 
Elections pursuant to Section 3-106 of the Election Law as the 
Fair Campaign Code for the State of New York. 

No person, political party or committee during the course of 
any campaign for nomination or election to public office or party 
position shall, directly or indirectly, whether by means of payment 
of money or any other consideration, or by means of campaign 
literature, media advertisementa or broadcasts, public speeches, 
press releases, writings or otherwise, engage in or commit any of 
the following: 

(a) Practices of political espionage including, but not limited 
to, the theft of campaign materials or assets, placing one's own 
employee or agent in the campaign organization of another can
didate, bribery of members of another's campaign staff, electronic 
or other methods of eavesdropping or wiretapping. 

(b) Political practices involving subversion or undermining of 
political parties or the electoral process including, but not limited 
to, the preparation or distribution of any fraudulent, forged or 
falsely identified writing or the use of any employees or agents 
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who falsely represent themselves as supporters of a candidate, 
political party or committee. 

(c) Misrepresentation of the contents or results of a poll relating 
to any candidate's election; also, failure to disclose such information 
relating to a poll published or otherwise publicly disclosed by a 
candidate, political party or committee as required to be disclosed 
by rule or regulation of the New York State Board of Elections. 

(d) Any acts intended to hinder or prevent any eligible person 
from registering to vote, enrolling to vote or voting. 

§ 6201.2 Use of Public Opinion Polls. 
No candidate, political party or committee shall attempt to 

promote the success or defeat of a candidate by directly or indirectly 
disclosing or causing to be disclosed the results of a poll relating 
to a candidate for such an office or position, unless within 48 
hours after such disclosure, they provide the following information 
concerning the poll to the board or officer with whom statements 
or copies of statements of campaign receipts and expenditures are 
required to be filed by the candidate to whom such poll relates: 

(a) The name of the person, party or organization that con
tracted for or who commissioned the poll and/or paid for it. 

(b) The name and address of the organization that conducted 
the poll. 

(c) The numerical size of the total poll sample, the geographic 
area covered by the poll and any special characteristics of the 
population included in the poll sample. 

(d) The exact wording of the questions asked in the poll and 
the sequence of such questions. 

(e) The method of polling-whether by personal interview, tele
phone, mail or other. 

(1) The time period during which the poll was conducted. 
(g) The number of persons in the poll sample: the number 

contacted who responded to each specific poll question; the number 
of persons contacted who did not so respond. 

(h) The results of the poll. 

§ 6201.3 Procedure in Fair Campaign Code Proceedings. 
(a) Initiation of Proceeding. 

(1) A proceediing under the Fair Campaign Code (hereinafter 
"Code") shall be commenced by the New York State Board of 
Elections when: 

A. The Board receives a written complaint sworn to or 
affirmed, alleging the commission or omission of acts, in violation 
of the Code or 

B. The Board, on its own initiative, undertakes an inves
tigation of an alleged violation of the Code. 
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(2) A complaint shall be filed by mailing to, or by personally 
serving, the Board of Elections at [One Commerce Plaza (99 
Washington Ave.), Albany, NY 12260) Swan Street Building
Core 1, Empire State Plaza, Albany, NY 12223-0002. 

(b) Form of Complaint. 
(1) A complaint shall, if possible, be based on personal knowl

edge and belief and be specific as to times, places and names of 
witnesses to the acts charged as violations of the Code. If a 
complaint is based upon information and belief, the complainant 
shall state that source of his information and belief. Copies of all 
documentary evidence available to the complainant shall be at
tached to the complaint. 

(2) If a complaint is submitted by a person acting on behalf 
of a candidate, authorized or unauthorized political committee, 
party committee, or constituted committee, as those terms are 
defined in Section 14-100 of the Election Law, it shall so state. 
In any case of a complaint submitted by a person acting on behalf 
of a candidate, the candidate shall attach to the complaint a signed 
statement that he has read the complaint and has authorized it 
to be filed with the Board. 

(c) Answer. 
(1) If after receipt and preliminary review of a complaint 

alleging a violation of the Code, or following commencement of 
an investigation initiated by the Board, where the Board deter
mines a hearing shall be held, then the Board shall send notice, 
by certified mail, to any person, organization or committee (here
inafter "respondent") whose conduct is complained of or whose 
conduct is under investigation. Such notice shall specify when and 
where a hearing is to be held (such a hearing may not be held 
earlier than seven days from service of the notice of hearing, or 
on such earlier date, as the Board may for good cause require) 
and include a brief statement of the alleged Code violation, and 
where applicable, a copy of the complaint. If, following preliminary 
review, the Board determines that a complaint does not warrant 
further action, it shall promptly notify the complainant and provide 
him with the reasons for its determination. 

(2) A respondent may file an answer, sworn to or affirmed 
(within seven days or such shorter period as the Board may for 
good cause require) after service upon him of the notice of hearing. 
Such an answer shall, if possible, be based on the personal knowl
edge and belief and be specific as to times, places, and names of 
witnesses to acts relevant to the complaint. Copies of all docu
mentary evidence available to the respondent shall be annexed to 
the answer. If an answer is based on information and belief, the 
respondent shall state the source or sources of his information 
and belief. An answer shall be filed by certified mail or by personally 
serving the Board at [One Commerce Plaza (99 Washington Ave.), 
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Albany, NY 12260] Swan Street Building-Core I, Empire State 
Plaza, Albany, NY 12223-0002. 

(d) Hearing. 
(1) A respondent shall appear for a hearing at the time and 

place fixed in the notice of hearing. 
(2) In any proceeding, the Board may designate a hearing 

officer before whom sworn evidence may be taken. 
(3) In any proceeding, either the Board or any hearing officer 

designated by it shall have all the powers necessary for the taking 
of evidence including, but not limited to, the power: 

A. To fix the time or times when, and the place or places 
where, the evidence shall be taken; 

B. To regulate the course of the hearing and the conduct 
of the parties and their counsel; 

C. To administer oaths and affirmations; 
D. To provide for the taking of testimony by deposition; 
E. To consider and rule upon all objections to evidence and 

motions regarding the same and to receive any offers of proof; 
and 

F. To issue subpoenas requiring the attendance of witnesses 
and/or the production of any materials at any hearing. 

(e) Hearing Procedure. 
(1) In any hearing, parties shall have the right to represen

tation by counsel, cross examination, presentation of evidence, 
objection and motion. Irrelevant or unduly repetitious evidence, 
however, may be excluded, and the rules of evidence need not 
apply, although the rules of privilege recognized by law shall be 
given effect. 

(2) All hearings conducted by the Board or any hearing officer 
shall be in private, but the record of any such hearing may be 
publicly disclosed upon a majority vote of the Board. Any report 
or finding by the Board, however, shall be made public promptly 
after its issuance or determination. 

(3) Disposition of any proceeding may be made by agreement 
of the parties involved with the Board's approval. 

(0 Public Comment. During the pendency of any proceeding, 
no member of the Board or its staff shall comment publicly on 
the subject matter of the proceeding other than to acknowledge 
that a complaint has been received or any inquiry under way. 

(g) Transcripts. A complete record shall be made of all testimony 
taken before the Board or a hearing officer. For this purpose, 
stenographic transcriptions or electronic recording devices may be 
used. A respondent may purchase a copy of the transcript or any 
part thereof. In addition, a witness shall be entitled to purchase 
a copy of that portion of the record containing his testimony. 

(h) Hearing Officer's Report. 
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(1) If a hearing is conducted by a hearing officer, he shall, 
after considering the evidence and matters officially noted, make 
and file a report with the Board. Such report shall contain: 

A. Findings of fact; and 
B. Conclusions of law. 

(2) Together with his report, the hearing officer shall file with 
the Board the entire record of the proceedings before him, including 
the transcript and any exhibits. 

(i) Findings. Fines and Reports. 
(1) Upon the conclusion of any hearing, or upon receipt of a 

hearing officer's report, the Board shall make a determination, 
based upon substantial evidence, whether the respondent has vi
olated any provision of the Code. 

(2) The Board may impose a fine up to and including $1,000 
upon each respondent for each and every separate violation of the 
Code. 

(3) In addition to, or in lieu of any fine, the Board may issue 
a report setting forth its findings and determinations. 

(j) Counsel. 
(1) The Board may retain counsel to advise and assist it, or 

a hearing officer, in the conduct of any proceeding and the prep
aration of any documents. The name of any such counsel shall be 
placed upon the record at the outset of the hearings. 

(2) The appearance of any party by attorney shall be noted 
by filing with the Board a statement signed by the party setting 
forth the name and address of the attorney. 

(3) All papers to be served upon a party may be served 
personally or by certified mail on his attorney of record. 

(k) Construction. This Section shall be liberally construed and 
shall not be deemed to limit the powers conferred on the New 
York State Board of Elections by statute. 

Part 6202 

Examination and Copying of Records 

Section 6202.0 Examination and copying of records. 
(a) Applicability. The provisions of this Part shall be applicable 

to all records of the State Board of Elections available for public 
inspection and copying. 

(b) List of Available Records. A current list of all Board records 
available for inspection and copying shall be maintained by the 
records access officer and such list shall be available for public 
inspection and copying. 

(c) Location of Records. All available records shall be located 
at [One Commerce Plaza (99 Washington Ave.), Albany, NY 12260] 
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Swan Street Building-Core I, Empire State Plaza, Albany, NY 
12223-0002. 

(d) Hours of Inspection. Records may be inspected and copied 
each day the office is open to the public, commencing one-half 
hour after such office hours begin and terminating fifteen minutes 
before close of such hours. 

(e) To Whom and Where Request Made. A request for a par
ticular record shall be made to the Public Information Officer who 
shall be the Board's records access officer, or his designee. 

(f) Form of Request and Identification. Where an applicant 
wishes to examine or copy an available record, he shall submit a 
written and signed request on a form to be provided by the Board. 
Within five business days of the receipt of the request, the records 
access officer of the Board shall make the requested records avail
able, shall deny the request in writing or shall furnish a written 
acknowledgment of the receipt of such request and a statement 
of the approximate date when such request will be granted or 
denied. If within ten business days after the date of the acknowl
edgment of the receipt of the request for records, access to the 
requested records is neither granted nor denied, the request shall 
be deemed to be denied and the applicant shall have the right to 
appeal in accordance with the provisions of subdivision u of this 
regulation. 

(g) Description of Record Required. A request for a record shall 
adequately specify or describe the record sought to be inspected 
or copied. 

(h) Number of Records Permitted. The records access officer, 
or his designee, shall have the discretion to limit the number of 
records of any type or types an applicant may request and receive 
at anyone time. 

(i) Treatment of Records. No marks of any kind shall be made 
on any record provided for inspection. 

0) Area Restriction. Inspection or copying of records shall be 
permitted only in the area designated by the records access officer 
for such purpose. 

(k) Duplicate Requests. If duplicate requests are received from 
applicants for a particular record, the applicant making the first 
request physically received by the Board shall first receive the 
record. 

(1) Limitation of Examination Time. The records access officer 
or his designee may fix reasonable limitations on the time any 
applicant may have to examine any record. 

(m) Temporary Unavailability of Records. Where a record is in 
use by the Board, or filing or intake procedures relating thereto 
have not been concluded, the filing of a request for such a record 
may be reasonably delayed until such a use or procedure is com
pleted. 
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(n) Return for Board Business. Whenever a record made avail
able for inspection or copying is required for the business of the 
Board, the records access officer, or his designee, may require the 
return of the record. In such a case the applicant shall return the 
record upon demand. 

(0) Provisions of Photostatic Copies. Photostatic copies of avail
able records may be obtained from the Board by ordering same 
at a fee of $.25 per page plus postage. 

(P) Provisions for Use of Telephone Lines to Transmit Available 
Records. Any request for Board records to be transmitted over 
telephone lines shall be paid for at a fee of $.65 per page. 

(g) Provisions for Producing Data on Computer Printouts or 
Magnetic Media. The fee for producing any data on computer 
printouts or magnetic media shall be in an amount not to exceed 
the actual cost of reproduction. 

(r) Mailing of Data on Computer Printouts or Magnetic Media. 
If the Board is requested to mail any computer tapes, computer 
discs or any other electronic recording, the cost of postage shall 
be in addition to the fee charged for the actual cost of production. 
Orders may be made by mail provided the requested computer 
printout or magnetic media is sufficiently identified. 

(s) Release of Records. No records shall be released by the 
Board unless all fees and charges have been paid in advance. 

(t) Individual Accounts. Any person, corporation, association or 
other entity which wishes to establish an account with the Board 
for the purpose of facilitating payment for requested records may 
request the Board to create such an account. Such account shall 
be created when the Board receives a certified check, bank check 
or money order made payable to the New York State Board of 
Elections. The minimum amount required to establish such an 
account is one hundred dollars ($100). Such funds shall be placed 
in a special account with balances maintained for each individual 
account. 

Each transmittal, mailing or receipt from the Board shall contain 
a statement of the charges for the transaction and the balance 
remaining in the account. 

(u) Denial of Access. In the event a request for a record is 
denied on grounds other than that the Board does not maintain 
such a record or no such record is found, the applicant shall be 
provided with a form advising him of his right to appeal the denial 
of the application to the State Board of Elections. Such appeal 
shall be made to the New York State Board of Elections. The 
Board shall, within seven business days of the receipt of the 
appeal, fully explain in writing to the person requesting the record 
the reasons for denial, or provide access to the record sought. 
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Part 6203 

Investigations 

Section 6203.1 Administration of Oaths, Examination of Wit
nesses and Issuance of Subpoenas. For the purpose of conducting 
investigations pursuant to the authority vested in the State Board 
of Elections by Chapter 233 of the Laws of 1976: 

(a) Any Commissioner of the State Board of Elections may 
designate in writing any Board employee to administer oaths or 
affirmations, examine witnesses in public or private hearings, re
ceive evidence and preside at or conduct any such investigation, 
hearing or study; 

(b) The counsel, special counsel, assistant counsel, deputy coun
sel, executive director and assistant executive director are hereby 
authorized to issue subpoenas in the name of the State Board of 
Elections to compel the attendance of any person before the Board 
or any employee designated pursuant to paragraph (a) hereof or 
to require the production of any books, records, documents or 
other evidence that the Board or any such employee may deem 
relevant to any investigation. 

Part 6204 

Designating and Independent 
Nominating Petitions 

Section 6204.1 Specification of objections to designating and 
independent nominating petitions. 

(a) Any person filing general objections to any designating or 
independent nominating petition filed with the State Board of 
Elections who thereafter files specifications of his objections to 
any such petition with such board shall do so in accordance with 
the provisions of Section 6-154 of the Election Law. All such 
specifications shall substantially comply with the following re
quirements: 

(1) The volume number, page number, and line number of 
any signature objected to on any petition shall be set forth in 
detail. In addition, any portion of any petition or any signature 
line or witness statement objected to shall be specifically identified 
and reasons given for any such objection; 

(2) The total number of signatures objected to shall be set 
forth and all objections relating to a single signature line should 
be grouped together; 

(3) Symbols and/or abbreviations may be used to set forth 
objections, provided that a sheet explaining the meaning of any 
such symbols and/or abbreviations is attached to the specifications. 

(b) No specifications of objections to any petition will be con
sidered by the Board unless the objector filing the specifications 
personally delivers or mails by registered or certified mail a du-
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plicate copy of the specifications to each candidate for public office 
named on the petition. In the case of a petition containing can
didates for party position, service of the specifications shall be 
made on either the named candidates or the first person named 
on the petition's committee to fill vacancies. Service shall be made 
on or before the date of filing of any specifications with the Board 
and proof of such service shall be filed with the Board prior to 
the time of the hearing on the specifications. 

(c) Any notice and/or determination relating to a petition for 
which specifications of objections have been filed shall be trans
mitted by the Board to the objector filing the specifications, 
provided that any such objector may designate an attorney or 
agent to receive any such notice and/or determination on his 
behalf. Any such designation shall be in writing and include the 
name, address and telephone number of any such attorney or 
agent, and any such attorney and/or agent shall be eligible to 
represent any such objector in any proceeding conducted by the 
Board relating to the specifications. 

Part 6205 

Actions and Proceedings 

Section 6205.1 Verification of pleadings in a special proceeding. 
For the purposes of verifying a pleading in a special proceeding 
brought pursuant to the authority vested in the State and local 
Boarda of Elections by Chapter 233 of the Laws of 1976, the 
following named persons may verify any pleading: 

(a) any commissioner, or deputy commissioner of a board of 
elections; 

(b) executive director or assistant executive director of a board 
of elections; 

(c) the counsel, special counsel, associate counsel, assistant coun
sel or deputy counsel of a board of elections; 

(d) any other employee of a board of elections who is familiar 
with the facts; and 

(e) any other board employee specified in writing by a board 
of elections to verify pleadings. 

Part 6206 

Designation of Polling Places 

Section 6206.1 1. Access for the handicapped or elderly. Every 
city or town legislative body shall, when submitting to the county 
board of elections a list of polling places pursuant to section 4-104 
of the Election Law, indicate those polling places having at least 
one entrance that provides access, by ramp or otherwise, to phys
ically handicapped or elderly voters. The criteria to be used to 
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determine if such entrance is accessible to the handicapped or 
elderly voter are as follows: 

(a) the exterior walkways from the street or parking areas to 
such entrance to the polling place must be level or ramped; 

(b) the entrance must be ramped or level; 
(c) the doorways to the entrance to the polling place must have 

an opening at least 32 inches in width; and 
(d) the passageways must be level or ramped and provide a clear 

and unobstructed path to the polling booth (such ramp or ramping 
as required in (a), (b) or (d) may be permanent or portable, and 
should not completely block existing stairs and railings and should, 
to the extent reasonably practicable, have a slope which is not 
greater than one foot of vertical rise for each twelve feet of 
horizontal length). Such bodies shall also submit at this time any 
petitions it may wish to make to the county board for a waiver 
pursuant to the provisions of subdivision I-a of said section. The 
petition for a waiver, on a form prescribed by the State Board of 
Election, shall specify why the legislative body had determined 
that a selected polling place is unable to comply with the provisions 
of subdivision I-a of said section and the criteria set forth above. 
The petition shall state whether or not there is another place 
within the election district which would comply with the above 
criteria. The county board shall review all such petitions filed with 
it and make its determination whether or not to approve a request 
for a waiver not later than the first day of June of each year. 

2. Those boards which designate polling places shall comply 
with the provisions of such subdivision not later than the first 
day of June of each year. 

3. Not later than the first day of July of each year each board 
of elections shall transmit to the State Board of Elections a report 
setting forth the following: 

a) The total number of polling places in the county, or in the 
City of New York, the city, designated for registration and 
voting. 

b) The total number of such polling places having at least one 
entrance that provides access, by ramp or otherwise, to 
physically handicapped or elderly voters. 

c) The total number of such polling places for which the board 
has waived the requirements of subdivision I-a of section 
4-404 of the Election Law. 

4. The board shall include with the report a copy of each petition 
for waiver submitted to the board, since the board's last report 
together with notice of the board's action regarding each petition. 
In the City of New York and in counties in which polling places 
are designated by the board of elections, the board shall include 
a copy of each written determination of its inability to comply 
with subdivision I-a made since the board's last report. 
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Part 6207 

Central File Registration Records 

Any board of elections wishing to discontinue maintenance of 
its central file registration records pursuant to Section 5-504 of 
the Election Law may do so provided: 

Section 6207.1 1. It maintains a complete computer record of 
all registered voters which shall include not less than each voter's 
name, complete address including town or city, apartment or room 
number, zip code, assembly district if election districts are grouped 
by assembly district, ward, election district, registration serial 
number, party enrollment, date of registration, sex and date of 
birth. 

2. It has available, as a public record at the board of elections, 
at least one alphabetized list of all registered voters containing 
such information as is required pursuant to subdivision one of 
this section. 

3. A complete list is printed not less than once per year following 
completion of the purge and is updated weekly by a reprinting of 
the complete list or by the printing of supplements showing ad
ditions or deletions to the master file occurring during the preceding 
week. 

4. At least one copy of the computer tape is securely located 
in a building other than the one in which the offices of the board 
of elections are housed. 

5. All original registration applications are retained. 
6. It receives authorization from the State Board after submit

ting an application which shall provide sufficient information for 
the Board to determine that the county board has satisfied the 
requirements of subdivisions one through five of this section. 

Part 6208 

Reapportionment Compliance Act 

6208.1 Application for order. An application to the State Board 
of Elections or an order pursuant to provisions of Section 128 of 
Chapter 111 of the Laws of 1982 and section 3 of Chapter 112 
of the Laws of 1982 shall be by a petition of a citizen or candidate 
aggrieved thereby duly verified which shall contain: 

(a) The name and full residence address of the petitioner; 
(b) A concise specification of the description of the district or 

districts to be corrected and a statement of each section of the 
Act in which such description appears or should be included if 
omitted; 

(c) A complete statement of the reason or reasons for such 
request. 
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6208.2 Service of Petition; timeliness. 
(a) The original petition shall be served at the office of the 

State Board of Elections, [One Commerce Plaza (99 Washington 
Avenue), Albany NY 12260] Swan Street Building-Core I, Empire 
State Plaza, Albany, NY 12223-0002 or upon any person authorized 
by the State Board of Elections to receive such service. 

6208.3 Determination and order. Within 30 days after the 
service of such petition, the State Board of Elections shall make 
its determination thereon and issue an order accomplishing the 
purposes and objectives of the Reapportionment Compliance Act. 
A copy of such order shall be sent registered mail to the petitioner, 
to each board of elections affected by the order, to the Temporary 
President of the Senate, to the Speaker of the Assembly and to 
the Attorney General. 

Part 6209 
Electronic Voting Systems 
and Auxiliary Equipment 

Examination and Certification 
(Copies available at State Board of Elections) 

Part 6210 
Absentee Ballot Counting 

Equipment 
(Copies available at State Board of Elections) 

Part 6211 
Operation of Absentee Counting System Utilizing 

Electronically Tabulated Punchcard Ballots 
(Copies available at State Board of Elections) 

Part 6209 
Electronic Voting Systems 
and Auxiliary Equipment 

Examination and Certification 
(Copies available at State Board of Elections) 

Part 6210 
Absentee Ballott Counting 

Equipment 
(Copies available at State Board of Elections) 

Part 6211 
Operation of Absentee Counting System Utilizing 

Electronically Tabulated Punchard Ballots 
(Copies available at State Board of Elections) 

Part 6212 
Electronic Registration Files, Records 

(Copies available at State Board of Elections) 
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Absentee ballots and voting: 
application for ballot: 

see Village Elections 
availability. provisions. § 8-400(2). (7). (9) 
deadline for applyinj. § 8-4OO(2-c) 
false statement in, § 17-132 
furnish at local registration. §§ 5-502. 8-400(2). (7) 
information required in. § 8-400(3) 
investigation, send ballot if incomplete, § 8-402 
lists of, maintain, make available, § 8-402 
obtain and file. provisions, § 8-400 
rejection, notify applicant, § 8-402 
review by Board of Elections. § 8-402 

Ballot: 
additional clerks for counting. § 3-408 
already voted in peraon. § 9-104 
challenges. §§ 8-502. 8-506 

judicial proceedings. §i 16-104. 16-106 
deadline for receipt, § 8-412 
delivery 

to applicant. §§ 8-402. 8-406 
to polling place. §§ 4-134. 11-300. 11-302 
undeliverable, investigate, § 5-706 
unlawful denial. § 16-108(4) 
by voter. § 8-410 

determination as to candidates and ballot propoaala to appear on. § 7-122(1-
a) 

envelopes. ii 7-122. 8-410. 17-130 
federal write-in. §10-114 
form. § 7-122 

challenge to. § 16-104 
han<!1i~g at pollin~ place 

ballot return (accounting for number), § 9-104 
canv .... §§ 9-102. 9-104. 9-108. 9-110. 11-304 

only after polls close. §§ 9-102(3-c). 17-130(20) 
village. §§ 15-120(8). 15-126(1) 

casting. §§ 9-104. 11-304. 15-120 
challenges-see above 
counting 

first-received to be counted. § 9-104 
objections, § 9-114 
additional clerks for, § 3-408 

examination, casting, § 9-104 
signature, comparison, § 9-104 
tallying. method. § 9-116 

investigation if undeliverable, § 5-706 
judicial proceedings. §§ 16-104. 16-106. 16-108. 16-112 
party positions. certein. excluded. §§ 7-122. 8-400(8) 
permanently ill or disabled. § 8-400(4) 
permitted for general. primary and special elections. § 8-400(1) 
recanv .... § 9-208 
received after 12 noon election day. § 8-412(2) 
religious scruples. § 11-300 
special, board of election employees, § 11-302 
village election. i§ 15-100. 15-120. 15-122 
violations of elective franchise. §i 17-108(2). 17-130(20). 17-132 

Voting: 
generally. § 8-400 et seq. 
see Military 
see Special Ballots 
see Special federal voters 
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see Special presidential voters 
see Veterans 

Acceptance: 
designation or nomination, § 6-146 
filing. time for. §§ 1-106.6-158. Art. 13 
notice of last day for, § 6-144 

Advertisements: 
campaign-see Campaign Receipts and Expenditures 
legal notices-see Publication 

Affi.davit, affirmation, oath: 
also see Statements 
administered by, may be 

Board of Elections. §§ 3-218. 8-402 
Inspectors. §§ 3-402. 5-204. 8-202. 8-504 
State Board of Elections. §§ 3-102. 3-107 

applicant. by 
abaentee ballot. § 8-400(5). (6) 

village election. § 15-120 
enrollment correction, § 5-306 
registrstion by mail. § 5-210 
registration reinstatement, § 5-406 
special enrollment. § 5-308 

bribery oatb. § 8-504(4) 
cballenge affidavit. registrstion. §§ 5-204. 5-218 
cballenge oath. registration. §§ 5-204. 5-218 
cballenge of right to vote. § 8-504 
challenger, after registration, § 5-220 
committee to fill vacancies, § 6-148 
destruction, loss, mutilation-see Violations of Elective Franchise 
employees conducting door-to-door check, § 5-710 
enrollment affidavits generally, Boards of Elections provide forms, § 5-310 
false-see Violations of Elective Franchise 
incompetency oath. § 8-504(6) 
investigator of absentee ballot applicant, § 8-402 
oath of office, Inspectors and Poll Clerks, § 3-314 

party representatives, § 7-206 
village elections. § 15-128 

oath, refusal to take, cancel registration, § 8-508(2-j) 
deny vote. § 8-504(7) 
note on cballenge report. §§ 8-504(8). 8-508(2-0. (2-j) 

person assisting voter, § 8-306 
petition, designating, § 6-132 

independent nominating, § 6-140 
write-in. § 6-166 

preliminary oath. § 8-504(1) 
qualification oath. § 8-504(3) 
voters, certain by: 

absentee. §§ 7-122. 8-410. 11-302 
affidavit. §§ 8-302(3-f-2). 9-124 
military. § 7-123 
requiring assistance. § 8-306 
specis! federal. § 7-124 
special presidential, § 7-125 

witness to mark. § 8-400(6) 

Aflldavit voting: 

ballot. handling by Inspectors. §§ 8-302. 9-124 
ballot, rejection, notify voter. § 5-403 
canv .... § 9-209 

judicis! proceeding. § 16-106 
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challenge report, no'" on §§ 8-302, 8-508 
form, prescribed by state board of elections, § 8-302(3f(ii)) 
envelopel! for haIlo,", §§ 4-128, 8-302 
voting, procedure, § 8-302 

Age: 

over 18, voter may state, § 5-500 
qualification to regis"'r, § 5-102 

Amendment&: 

see Ballot Proposals 
see Election Law 

Application: 
.baenU!e ballot-see AbaenU!e Ballo," and Voting 
military ballot, §1O-106(1I) 

Armed forces: 
see Military Voting 

Arrest: 
Inspectora may direct, §§ 3-402, 5-204(9) 
warrant for, by State Board of Elections, § 3-107 

Assembly district leaders: 
election, § 2-110 

in presidential years, § 8-100 
provision for, § 2-110 
repreaenting part of aaaembly district, § 2-120(3) 
sexes, equal representation, § 2-110 

Assembly. member of: 
ballot. unlimited lines on, § 7-104(6) 
canvass, determination, notification. § 9-216 

statement of canvass by Boards of Elections, transmit, § 9-214 
contested election, § 3-222 

legislature is judge of its members' elections-see State Constitution, Art. 
III, § 9 

term qualifications-see State Constitution, Art. III 

Assessments, political: 
see Civil Service Law, § 107 
misdemeanor I § 17-156 

Assistance to voter: 

see Disabled Vo"'r 
Challenge report, no'" on, §§ 8-302, 8-508 
falae repreaentation, §§ 8-306(6), 17-132(9) 
in voting, § 8-306 
poll record. note on, § 8-306 
registration, § 5-216 
who may aaaist, § 8-306 

Attorney general; 
haIlot proposals, § 16-106(3) 
constitutional amendments, questions, §§ 4-108 
contested election-see Executive Law, § G3b 
immunity for witness, opportunity to object, § 3-102 
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Authorization: 
candidate not enrolled in same party. § 6-120 

Badges, buttollB! 

I~rs, §§ 4-128, 5-204. 8-102. 17-130 
pobtical. prohibited in polling place. § 8-104(1) 

Ballot boxes: 
see Ballots. Official 
absentee belIots. deposit. § 9-104 
villase elections. §§ 15-120. 15-126. 15-130 

Ballot proposals: 

see Referendum, Local 
absentee ballot, determination as to appearance on, § 7-122(1-8) 
abstract, form of submission. § 4-108 
belIot. form on. § 7-110 

placing on. § 7-102 
campaign financial statement. exemption, § 14-124 
canv .... by Boord of Elections and Stste Boord of Canvassers. §§ 9-206. 

9-216 
by Inspectors. § 9-102 
statements of, transmission, § 9-214 
town questions, § 9-206 

certification by State Board of Elections. § 4-108 
copy available to voters. § 4-120(1) 
determination as to adoption. §§ 9-212. 9-216 
judicial proceedings. §§ 16-104. 16-106 
local questions, certification; deadline, § 4-108(1-b) 
local registrstion. distribute at. § 5-204 

furnish with supplies for. § 5-502 
notice to registered voter, optional, § 5-712 
publication (legal notice). §§ 4-116.4-120 
propoaal. defined, § 1-104(17) 
village-see Village Elections 
wording, clear and coherent, § 4-108 

may be contested. § 16-104 

Ballots: 

generally. §§ 1-102. 7-100 et seq. 
absentee-see Absentee Ballots and Voting 
affidavit-see Affidavit Voting 
belIot propoaals 

form. § 7-110 
placing on belIot. § 7-102 

ballot return-see Canvass by Inspectors 
candidates; placement. order, etc,-see Order on Ballot; see Names, Candidates 
canvass-generally. § 9-100 et seq. 

see Canvass by Boards of Elections 
see Canvass by Inspectors 

casting. § 8-300 et seq. 
by voter. § 8-312 
by Inspectors. §§ 9-104. 15-120 
judicial proceedings. § 16-106 

counting-see Canvass by Inspectors 
counting machines. §§ 7-201. 7-206. 7-207 
definitions, § 1-104 
delivery for use at election, §§ 4-128, 4-134 
display-see Ballots. Facsimile 
emergency-see Ballots, Emergency 
examination. right of. §§ 7-128. 7-130. 16-112 
expenses, payment, § 4-136 
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facsimile-see Ballots, Facsimile 
form-generally. § 7-108 

absentee. § 7-122 

INDEX 

contest. judicial proceedings, § 16-104 
paper. primary. §§ 7-106. 7-114 
voting machine. § 7-104 
inspection. §§ 7-128. 7-130. 16-112 
instructions to voter 
absentee. § 7-122 
multiple office. § 7-108 
paper. § 7-106 
voting machine. §§ 7-130. 8-306 

j'udicial proceedings. §§ 3-222. 16-104. 16-106. 16-112 
ines on, for candidate, § 7-104 
marking of. absentee. § 7-122 

paper. §§ 7-106. 8-312 
military-see Military Voting 
multiple nominations, same candidate, § 7-104 
names, offices. parties, placement, §§ 7-102,7-104,7-106.7-108,7-114,7-116 
order on. §§ 7-104. 7-108. 7-116 
packaging after canvass. §§ 9-102(4l. 9-124 
paper 

see Ballote. Official 
inadequate space on voting machines, §§ 7-200(2), 7-204(4), (5) 

pasters. §§ 7-126.9-106. 17-134 
preparation for delivery to polls, § 4-134 
preservation. §§ 3-222. 16-112 
protested. §§ 8-302. 9-114 
sample-see Ballots, Sample 
secrecy. §§ 7-202. 8-300. 17-126 
special-see Special Ballote 
special federal-see Special federal voters 
special presidential-see Special presidential voters 
village-see Village Elections 
void, protested, wholly blank-see Canvass by Inspectors 
voting. illegal. fraudulent. §§ 17-102. 17-132 
voting machine-see Ballots, Voting Machine 
write-iri-see Write-in 

Ballots, emergency: 
account for, on ballot return, § 9-106 
affidavit voting, use for-see Affidavit Voting 
machine breakdown. use during, § 7-120 

canv.... § 9-102 
recanv .... § 9-208 
return of. after polls close, § 9-124 
tally on tally sheet. § 9-116 

official ballots destroyed. emsusted. lost. stolen. § 7-120 
official endorsement not required on, § 8-312(5) 

Ballots. facsimile, display: 
generally. § 7-118 
post at polling place. §§ 8-102. 8-104 
refer voter to. § 8-306 

Ballots, primary: 
accounting for number used. § 9-106 
ballot return-see Canvass by Inspectors 
boxes at P!'lling places. §§ 8-102. 8-104 
canv .... §§ 9-102. 9-106. 9-108. 9-110. 9-116. 16-106 

see Canvass by Inspectors 
color. § 7-1l4(2·hl 
counting-see Canvass by Inspectors 
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defective, § 8-316 
deliverx 

failure, § 17-124 
to polls, § 4-134 
to voter, § 8-310 

destroyed, lost, stolen, §§ 7-120, 17-120 
folding, §§ 8-310, 8-312 
form, §§ 7-106, 7-108, 7-114, 8-312, 16-104 
guardrail, keep within, § 8-104 
endorsement, official, print on back, § 7-106 
inspection, §§ 7-128, 7-130, 16-112 
judicial proceedings, §§ 16-104, 16-106, 16-112 
marking and depositing. § 8-312 
marking, illegally, to identify, § 17-130 
marking, printed instruction, § 7-106 
names on 

appear but once, § 7-114(1-c) 
order, § 7-116 
shortening, § 7-106(10) 

mutilated, §§ 8-312, 8-316 
preparation for delivery to polls, § 4-134 
removal from polling place, unlawful, § 17-130 
showing to other person, § 17-130 
spoiled, §§ 8-312, 8-316 
stub, §§ 7-106,7-114,8-310,8-316 
unueed, §§ 9-106, 9-124 
use if inadequate space on voting machine, §§ 7-204(4), (5) 
voting, illegal, fraudulent, §§ 17-102, 17-132 

Ballots. sample: 
available at polling place, §§ 7-118,8-102,8-306 
delivery to polling place, § 4-134 
furnish to voter before election, §§ 7-118, 7-128 
publication, § 7-118 
voting, use for 

affidavit voting, § 8-302 
machine breakdown, § 7-120 

Ballots, voting machine: 
ballot labels, §§ 1-104(19), 7-104(1), 7-206(1) 

candidate's right to inspect at polling place, § 7-128(2) 
form, §§ 7-104,7-108, 16-104 
inspection, available for, §§ 7-128, 7-130 

notice to candidates, § 7-128 
judicial proceedings, §§ 3-222, 16-104, 16-106, 16-112 
primary elections, § 7-204 

Betting: 
exclusion from voting, § 5-106 

Blind voter: 

assistance to, § 8-306 

Boards of elections: 

generally, § 3-200 et seq. 
see specific county or New York City for special provisions 
see State Board of Elections 
absentee ballot applications, review, § 8-402 
annual report, make; file with State Board of Elections, § 3-212(4) 
assistance from other agencies, §§ 3-216, 5-708 
ballots-see Ballots 
board of canvassers, constitutes, § 9-204 
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branch offices, §§ 3-214, 3-220, 5-500, 5-600 
campaign receipts and expenditures-see, generally. § 14-100 et seq. 
cancellations, proce88ing, §§ 5-402, 5-404, 5-406 

military, § 10-109 
cancellations and reinstatments, lists, § 5-504 
canvass-see Canvass by Boards of Elections; generally, § 9-200 et seq. 
certificates. receive, § 6-144 

furnish to elected candidates, § 9-212 
check cards-see Check Cards 
check, mail, § 5-712 
check of registrants, door-to-door, § 5-710 
Commissioners-see Commissioners of Elections 
Custodians-see Custodians and Technicians, Voting Machine 
declination, give notice, § 6-146 
definition, § 1-104(26) 
determinations 88 to candidates and question on ballot. § 4-114 
election results, tabulate election night, § 9-126 
employees, appoint, § 3-300 
enrolled voters, list, publish, §§ 5-302, 5-604 

deadline, § 5-604 
transcript, certification, charge, § 5-606 

enrollments. processing, §§ 5-300, 5-302 
prepare forms for change, correction, [special,] § 5-310 
transfer, processing. § 5-208 

expenaes, §§ 4-136,4-138 
hours, § 3-214 
Inspectors-see In8~ectors and Poll Clerks 
investigations-see Investigations 
judicial proceedings-see Judicial Proceedings; Court Orders 
law enforcement agenCies, assistance, § 3-216 
legal notices-see Publication 
lists of enrolled and registered voters, publish, §§ 5-602, 5-604 
mail check, § 5-712 

report to stste board of elections, §5-712(5) 
majority vote, § 3-212 
military-see Military Voting 
notices to candidates et ai-see Notice, Notification 
oatha, may administer, §§ 3-218, 8-402 
offices, hours, branches, § 3-214 
organization, proceedings, etc., § 3-212 
pastelS, furnish for ballot changes, § 7-126 
petitions, receive and file, §§ 6-144,6-154 

presumptively valid, § 6-154 
rules as to filing and objections, may adopt, § 6-154 
sufficient or insufficient, determine, notify, § 6-154 

powers, additional, optional, § 3-506 
public access to records, § 3-220 
public agencies, assistance, §§ 3-216, 5-708 
preservation of records. § 3-220 
proceedings, § 3-212 
property, sale or disposition, § 3-220 
recorda-generally, §§ 3-212, 3-220 

disposition, § 3-220 
facilities for keeping, § 5-502 
photocopying charge-aee Public Officers Law, § 87(1) 
preservation, § 3-220 
public access to, § 3-220 
registration records, filing, § 5-600 
sale, § 3-220 
sale of enrollment and registration lists, §§ 5-602, 5-604, 5-606 

registration: 
local, aet date, § 5-202 
locked receproc/es, state agencies, §5-2JI(5b) 
mail, proceasing, § 5-210 
publish lists of registered voters, § 5-602 
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transfer, processing, § 5-208 
transcript of list, certify, charge, § 5-606 

rules, may adopt aa to filing and objections to petitions, § 6-154 
sale-see Property. above; Records, above 
school elections, registration lists, furnish, § 5-612 

voting machines. rent, § 3-224 
.pecial federal voting-aee Special federal voters 
special presidential voting-see Special presidential voters 
.ubpoenaa, §§ 3-218, 8-402 
Supreme Court to sit at. for elections. § 16-108 
Technicians-see Custodians and Technicians, Voting Machine 
village elections: 

conduct, §§ 4-108, 4-136, 4-138, 15-100, 15-104, 15-118 
petition., rule on, § 15-108(10) 
recanvass, conduct. § 15-126 
registration lists, furnish, § 5-612 
voting machines, rent, § 3-224 

voting machines, adopt for primary, § 7-204 
preparstion of, § 7-206 
purchase extra, may, § 7-203 
rental to others, § 3-224 

Bribery: 

see Violations of Elective Franchise 
exclusion from voting. § 5-106 
oath, by challenged voter. § 8-504 

Buttons: 

aee Badges, Buttona 
political, prohibited in polling place, § 8-104(1) 

Calendar, political: 
annual, Art. 13 
permanent, § 6-158 
see Filing of Papers 
see deadline. under specific topic 

Campaign receipts and expenditures: 
generally, § 14-100 et seq. 
see State Board of Elections Rules & Regulations 
accounting to treasurer or candidate, § 14-122 
advertisements and literature, filing, § 14-106 
authorization of political committee by candidate, § 14-112 
campaign funds for personal use, § 14-130 
cash, limits, on contributions, § 14-118 

on expenditures, § 14-118 
complaints, § 3-104 
constituted committee, defined, § 14-100 

limit on expenditure of contributions, § 14-114 
contributions, anonymous, § 14-128 

caah, § 14-118 
corporations, § 14-116 
defined, § 14-100 
limits, § 14-114 
cost of living adjustmen~ §14-114(1) 
public employees, assessments, § 17-156 

aee Civil Service Law, § 107 
to political committee, allocate among candidates, § 14-114 
to be under true name, § 14-120 

definitions, § 14-100 
depo.itory, § 14-118 
enforcement, State Board of Elections, §§ 3-102, 3-104, 3-107 
exceptions, exemptions, § 14-124 
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expenditures, cash, § 14-118 

j"udicial proceeding, §§ 3-102, 16-114 
oans, reportinjt, § 14-102 

limit on, § 14-114 
news'papers, exemption, § 14-124 
political committee, authorization statement. § 14-112 

defined, § 14-100 
statement of receipts and expenditures, § 14-102 
treasurer and depository, § 14-118 

rules and regulations, State Board of Elections, §§ 3-102, 14-102, 14-108, 
14-110 

uncontested primary, exemption, § 14-124 
violations, specified, §§ 14-102, 14-104, 14-108, 14-116, 14-124, 14-126 

Cancellation of enrollment, § 16-110 

Cancellation of registration: 
absentee ballot undeliverable, § 5-706 
check card investigation, after, § 5-702 
desth, §§ 5-400, 5-708 
door-to-door-cbeck, after, § 5-710 
failure to vote, § 5-4OS 
information from other agencies, § 5-708 
investigation, incomplete. enter on challenge report, § 8-508(2·b) 

of prior registration, § 5-704 
lists, §§ 5-204, 5-226, 5-404, 5-502 

include in challenge report. § 8-508 
mail check returned as undeliverable, § 5-712 
military voters, § 10-109 
notice to voter, § 5-402 
reasons, § 5-400 
records, cancelled, tiling of, § 5-600 

destruction, § 3-220 
marking, §§ 5-404, 5-500, 5-704 

wrong election district, § 5-226 

Candidate.: 
absentee ballot, determination as to appearance on, § 7-122(1·8) 
acceptance or declination, §§ 6-144, 6-146 
eggrieved, judicial proceedings; deadlines, §§ 16-102, 16-104, 16-1OS, 16-112 
authorization, not enrolled in same party. § 6-120 
certificate as to nomination or election, may request, §§ 9-200, 9-202 

of election to county, town or city office, shall receive, § 9-212 
certificate as to appearance on hellot, State Bnsrd of Elections, §§ 4-110, 

4-112 
certificate of candidacy of write-in candidates for president and vice president, 

§ 6-153 
consent of substituted candidate, § 6-148 
contributions-see Campa!gn Receipts and Expenditures 
death or disqualification, §§ 6-148, 6-150, 6-152 
declinetion or acceptance, §§ 6-144, 6-146 
designation, generally, § 6-100 et seq. 
see Designation 
see Petitions, Designating 
determinetion as to appearance on hallot, §§ 4-114, 7-122(I-a) 
disqualification or deeth, §§ 6-148, 6-150, 6-152 
eligibility, restrictions, §§ 6-120, 6-122 

see Public Officers Law, § 3 
enrolled in party, must be; exceptions, § 6-120 
expenditures-see Campaign Receipts and Expenditures 
fair campaign code, receive upon request, § 3-106 
filing of papers, deadline; failure, § 1-106 

see judicial proceedings, below 
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insl"'ction of ballots, § 7-128 
jud.cial candidates: 

acceptance, need not file, § 6-146 
contributions barred, § 17-162 
conventions-see Conventions, Judicial 
enrolled in party, need not be, § 6-120 
Justice of Supreme Court, nominations, §§ 6-106, 6-124, 6-126 
refer to Judicial Canon of Ethics 

j'udicial proceedings; deadlines, §§ 16-102. 16-104. 16-106. 16-110 
ines on ballot, limited, § 7-104 

multiple nominations, limit on columns or rows, § 7-104 
exception for Governor, Member of Assembly, § 7-104 

named on two or more primary petitions, rules, § 7-114(1-c) 
deadline for choosing, for group party position, §§ 6-147, 7-114(1-c) 

names on ballot. length. §§ 7-104(1). 7-106(10) 
order. § 7-116 

general election, deadline for requesting drawing, § 7-116(2) 
nomination, generally, § 6-100 et seq. 

see Nomination 
see Petitions, Independent Nominating 

notice to 
affidavit ballots. canv .... § 9-209 
deadline for declinstion. § 6-144 
drawing for order on ballot, § 7-116 
inspection of hallot. § 7-128 
judicial proceedings. § 16-116 
machine recanvass, § 9-208 
nomination by write-in, § 6-146 
nomination or designation, § 6-144 
petition or certificate, sufficient or insufficient, § 6-154 

polling place 
admission within guardrail: 

during canv .... § 8-104 
to inspect voting machine face. § 7-128(2) 

may not own or lease premises used as, § 4-104(7) 
watchers, entitlement, § 8-500 

public office. §§ 6-104. 6-108. 6-110. 6-118. 6-120. 6-122 
qualifications. §§ 6-120. 6-122 

see Public Officers Law, § 3 
receive, if elected, tabulated statement of votes cast, from State Board of 

Elections. § 9-216(4) 
rights. denial of. § 17-106 
statewide office, designation, § 6-104 
substituted, consent. § 6-148 
town office, party nominations, § 6-108 
villa2e-see Village Election 
watchers, entitlement, § 8-500 
write-in, nominated, notice, § 6-146 

Canvass: 

generally. Art, 9 
see Canvass by Boards of Election 
see Canvass by Inspectors 
see Canv ... by State Board of Elections 
boards of canvassers, county or city, § 9-204 et seq. 

state. §§ 9-216. 12-102 
errors. correction. §§ 9-206. 9-208. 9-218. 16-106 
general or special election returns 

by Bosrde of Elections. §§ 9-206. 9-210 
by Stste Board of Canv .... rs. § 9-216 

certified coPY to persons elected. § 9-216 
judicial proceedings. §§ 3-222. 9-218. 16-106 
primary election returns 

by Bosrde of Elections. § 9-200 
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by State Board of Elections, § 9-202 
recanvass, generally, § 9-208 
statement of canvass 

Boards of Elections. on completion of canvass, § 9-210 
publication, § 9-212 

Inspectors-now called return of canvass; see under Canvass by Inspectors 
State Board of Elections, §§ 9-202, 9-216 

tabulated statements, tabulation sheets 
canvass of primary returns. §§ 9-200, 9-202 
file in Board of Elections office, § 9-210 
Governor, vote for, § 9-214 
pamphlet form, may be printed in, § 9-210 
vote by election district. certain offices. § 9-206 

Canvass by boards of elections: 
generally, § 9-200 et seq. 
see Canvass by State Board of Elections 
absentee ballots 

candidates or questions, on or off ballots, § 7-122(1-8) 
received after noon, day before election, § 8-412 

affidavit ballots, § 9-209 
certificates to elected candidates, § 9-212 
completion, procedure 

primary elections, §§ 9-200, 9-202 
general and special elections, § 9-214 

determination of results, § 9-212 
discrepancy, procedure, § 9-208 
election district returns. compile for federal and state elections, §§ 9-206, 

9-210 
errors, correction, §§ 9-206, 9-208 
false, § 17-102(12) 
general and special elections, § 9-206 
judicial proceedings, §§ 3-222, 9-218, 16-106 
primary elections, § 9-200 
recanvass, § 9-208 

village elections, § 15-126 
statement of canvass-see under Canvass 
tabulated statements-see under Canvass 
transmission of certain statements, § 9-214 

Canvass by inspectors: 
generally, § 9-100 et seq. 
absentee ballots 

candidates or ballot proposals, on or off ballot, § 7-1220-0) 
received after noon, day before election, § 8-412 

ballot return, accounting for number of ballots 
absentee, military, special federal, special presidential ballots, § 9-104 
annex to return to canvass, §§ 9-120, 9-206 
official and emergency ballots, § 9-106 

casting of ballots, §§ 8-312, 9-104, 15-120, 16-106 
completion, procedure after, § 9-124 
error, correction, §§ 9-102(3}, 9-116 
excess ballots, Inspectors reduce, § 9-108 
false, §§ 17-102, 17-136 
forms used: 

ballot return-see above 
return of canvass-see below 
tally sheet-see below 

judicial proceedings, § 16-106 
method, non-machine ballots, § 9-110 
objections to counting ballots, § 9-114 
paper ballots, §§ 9-102, 9-106, 9-108, 9-110, 9-116, 16-106 
presence at, entitlement 

candidate, watcher, § 9-102(3·a) 
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news media representative. § 3-102(10) 
proclamation of result. § 9-122 
resulte. unofficial. report on election night. § 9-126 
return of canvass 

certificate on. §§ 9-102. 9-120 
completion of. §i 9-102. 9-120 
errors, correct. i§ 9-116. 9-206 
form. §§ 9-120. 9-128 
procedure after completing. § 9-124 
zero, if opeDin~iounter not at, Bubtract number, § 8-102 

rules for counting teo §§ 8-308. 9-112. 9-114 
statement of canvass, now called return of canvass-see 800ve 
tally sheet 

attach to return of canv .... §§ 9-120. 9-206 
form. § 9-128 
tallying ballote. method. § 9-116 

validity of ballot, rules, § 9-112 
verifying number of baIlote cast. § 9-108 
vil1age elections. § 15-126 
void, protested. wholly blank baIlote. §§ 9-114. 9-116. 9-118. 9-124 

Canvass by state board of elections: 
pneral and special elections, §§ 9-214. 9-216 
JUdicial proceedings. §§ 9-218. 16-106 
presidential electors. § 12-102 
primary elections. § 9-202 

Cards of instruction, §§ 4-128. 17-116 

Carrying cases: 
Board of Elections to provide. §§ 4-130. 4-134. 5-502. 5-230(1) 

Casting of ballot: 

by Inspectors. §§ 9-104. 9-108. 11-302. 15-120 
by voter. § 8-312 

Caucus: 

authorization for candidate not required, § 6-120(4) 
court may direct reaasembling. § 16-102 
defined, § 1-104 
party nomination for town office. § 6-108 

vil1age office. § 15-108 

Central registration: 
recorde. filing and preservation. §§ 3-220. 5-600 
when open, § 5-200 

Certificate of enrollment: 
individual voter. obtain. §§ 5-606. 8-302(4). 8-314 
fraudulent. § 17-160 

Certiflcate. certification: 
authorization of candidate not enrolled in same party. § 6-120 
candidate. elected to county. town or city office, § 9-212 

elected to party position. § 9-200 
not enrolled in same party, authorization, § 6-120 

challenge report. § 8-508 
Commissioners of Elections, appointment, § 3-210 
constitutional amendments on ballot, § 4-108 
C\l8todian. § 7-206 
Electoral College. votes cast. § 12-108 
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enrollment lists, §§ 5-604, 5-606 
enrollment, voter'., §§ 5-606,8-302(4),8-314, 17-160 
filing; failure, § 1-106 
Inspectors, §§ 3-410, 3-412, 3-414, 3-416, 3-420 
local registration, §§ 5-228, 5-600(5) 
judicial candidates nominated, § 6-158(6) 
medical-see Medical Certificate 
nominated candidates, §§ 4-112, 6-148(6) 
nomination of candidate-see Nomination, Certificate of 
oi?jections to, § 6-154 
offices to be filled, § 4-106 
party representative, § 7-206 
pasters for ballot changes, accompany, § 7-126 
Poll Clerks-see Inspectors, above 
primary election, designated candidates, §§ 4-110, 6-148(6) 

result of canvass, § 9-200 
public record; inspection, preservation, § 3-220 
questions on ballot, § 4-108 
registration lists, §§ 5-602, 5-606 
State Board of Canvassers, to House of Representatives. § 9-216 

Presidential Electors, § 12-102 
state committee, vacancy filled, certify to State Board of Elections, § 2-118 
statement of canvass, § 9-214 
village elections-see Village Elections 
voting machine printer device, § 9-102(2-b) 
watchers, §§ 5-206, 8-500 

ChalleDge of registration: 
generally, §§ 5-218, 5-220 
after registered, § 5-220 
at time of registration, § 5-218 
challenge affidavit, §§ 5-204, 5-218, 5-502 
entitlement to challenge, §§ 5-218, 5-220 

j'udicial proceedings, § 16-108 
ist, watcher may examine. § 5-206 

oath, §§ 5-204, 5-218 
watchers, §§ 5-206, 17-106 

Challenge of right to vote: 
generally, § 8-500 et seq. 
ahaentee hallots, §§ 8-606, 9-104 
challenge report-see Challenge Report 
entitlement to challenge, § 8-502 
judicial proceedings, § 16-108 
list, §§ 5-220, 5-706 
military hallots, § 8-506 
oaths by challenged voter, § 8-504 
procedure, § 8-504 
question certain voters before challenge, § 8-302(3b) 
recording of, § 8-504(8) 
.ignature comparison, § 8-304 
verification of eligibility to vote, § 8-302 
watchers, §§ 8-500, 17-106 

Challenge report: 
check card investigations, § 5-702(9) 
completion and return by Inspectors, § 8-510 
legal name change, § 5-708 
note unverified applicant for transfer, § 5-208(7) 
preparation, by Board of Elections, § 8-508 
question voters in Sec. 2 before challenge, § 8-302(3b) 
record each challenge, § 8-504(8) 
returned mail checks, § 5-712 
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use of, at polling place, §§ 8-302, 8-508, 8-508 

Change of address form: 
registration, §5-210(6-a) 

Change of name: 
see Name Change 

Check cards: 
destroyed, may be, § 3-220 
form, § 5-502(4) 
furnish for local registration, § 5-502 
investigation and processing. § 5-702 
send to county of previous registration, § 5-704 
when to execute, § 5-204(3-i), (3-j) 

Citizenship: 

naturalization 
entitlement to special enrollment, § 5-308 
federal information, § 5-708 
information required of registrant, §§ 5-210, 5-500 

public office or party position, eligibility, § 6-122 
qualification for voting. § 5-102 

City: 

canvass, return of supplies, § 9-124 
election districta, §§ 4-100, 4-102 
election expenses, §§ 4-136,4-138 
maps, § 4-102 
officers, when elect-see Public Officers Law, § 4 
polling and registration places, designate, § 4-104 
registration places, publish list. § 4-119 

City clerk: 
election law, compilation, receive, § 4-126 
emergency ballots, prepare, § 7-120 
offices to be filled, certificate. § 4-106 
publish candidates' names and addresses, § 4-122 
question on ballot. certify, § 4-108 
street name change, notify Board of Elections. § 5-708 
supplies and equipment, §§ 4-128,4-130,4-132,4-134 

return, § 9-124 

Closing of polls: 

on line at time of. §§ 5-204, 8-104 

Color: 
designating petitions, New York City, § 6-132(4) 
paper ballots, primary elections, § 7-114(2-h) 

Commissioner of deeds: 
see Notary Public 

Commissioners of elections: 
appointment, §§ 3-204, 3-210 

State Board of Elections, § 3-100 
Nassau, § 3-502; Suffolk, § 3-504; New York City-see New York City 

majority of vote, §§ 3-100, 3-212 
misconduct. violations-see Election Officers 
qualifications, restrictions, removal, § 3-200 
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salary, § 3-208 
State Board of Elections, § 3-100 
terms, § 3-202 
vacsncy, §§ 3-200, 3-204 

Committee: 

party, generally, § 2-100 et seq. 
see Committee, County 
see Committee, State 
defined, § 1-104(6) 
other than state or county, §§ 2-100, 2-110 

to receive notices (write-in-petition), §§ 6-164, 6-166 
vacancies-see Vacancies, Committee to Fill 

Committee, county: 
generally, § 2-100 et seq. 
absentee ballots. primary, excluded from. § 7-122 
creation, § 2-104 
effect of clumge of boundaries, §2-118 
election, §§ 2-104, 2-106 

ballot, order on, drawing for position, § 7-116 
presidential years, § 8-100 

legally constituted when 25% elected, § 2-104(3) 
membership. qualifications, § 2-104 
new party, § 2-108 
nominate for party, after death, declination, disqualification, § 6-148 

for vacant office, § 6-116 
officers, § 2-112 
organization, § 2-112 
presidential years, election of, § 8-100 
qualifications, § 2-104 
removal of member or officer of, §§ 2-116, 16-118 
rules, §§ 2-104, 2-108, 2-110, 2-112, 2-114, 6-108, 6-116, 6-148, 15-108 
sexes, equal representation, § 2-104 
term, § 2-106 
vacancies. § 2-118 
vote, member's, § 2-104 

Committee, state: 
generally, § 2-100 et seq. 
see Conventiollll 
creation, § 2-102 
delegates, national, at large, may elect. § 2-122 
designation of statewide candidates, § 6-104 
election, §§ 2-102, 2-106 

ballot, order on, drawing for position, § 7-116 
presidential years, § 8-100 
list of members elected, to state chairman, § 9-200 
New York City, ballot rotation, § 7-116(6) 

membership, qualifications, § 2-102 
new party, § 2-108 
nominate, presidential electors, § 6-102 

for vacant public office, § 6-116 
officers, § 2-112 
organization, § 2-112 
qualifications, § 2-102 
removal of members or officers, §§ 2-116, 16-118 
rules, §§ 2-102, 2-108, 2-110, 2-112, 2-114, 2-122, 6-104, 6-114, 9-200 
.. xes, equal representation, §§ 2-102, 7-116 
term, § 2-106 
vacancies, § 2-118 
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Conduct of elections: 
generally, § 8-100 et seq. 
see-Absentee Voting 

Canvass 
Challenging 
Contested elections 
Elections 
Inspectors and Poll Clerks 
Order, Preservation of 
Voting 

Congress. representative in: 

Board of Elections, county, statement of canvass, transmission, § 9-214 
elected. determination and notification by State Board of Canvassers, § 9-216 
election 

contested-House is judge of members' elections-U.S. Constitution, Art. 
I, § 5 

provision for, § 12-300 
vacancy, § 12-300; see Public Officers Law, § 31 
qualifications-U.S. Constitution, Art. I, § 2 

Consent of substituted candidate, § 6-148(5) 

Consolidation of polling places: 

for elections, § 4-104 
for local registration, § 5-202 

Constitutional amendments and questions on ballot: 

see Banot Proposals 
see Referendum. Local 
abstract, form of submission, § 4-108 
certification by State Board of Elections. § 4-108 
copy availsble to voters, § 4-201(1) 
judicial proceedings, §§ 16-104, 16-106 
local questions, certification; deadline, § 4-108(I-b) 
publication (legal notice), §§ 4-116, 4-120 
wording, clear and coherent, § 4-108 

may be contested, § 16-104 

Contested. election: 

see Executive Law, § 63-b 
ballots and machines, open, § 3-222 
ballots, examination and preservation of. §§ 3-222, 16-112 
judicial proceedings, § 16-100 et seq. 
primary, court may order new, § 16-102 
Legislature, members, § 3-222 

each house is judge of its members' elections-State Constitution, Art. III. 
§ 9 

U.S. Congress and Senate-each bouse is judge of its member's elections
U.S. Constitution, Art. I, § 5 

Contributions: 
see Campaign Receipts and Expenditures 
judicial candidate, prohibition, § 17-162 
police, § 17-110 
polling place owner, § 17-164 
public employee, assessment, § 17-156 

see Civil Service Law, § 107 
relief recipient, § 17-154 
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Convention, judicial district: 
generally, §§ 6-124, 6-126 
delegates and alternates, § 6-124 

notice of election, § 9-200 
roll of, §§ 9-200, 9-202 

fraud affecting resul~ § 17-102 
Justices of Supreme Court. nominate. § 6-106 
certificate, § 6-158(6) 
reassembling, court may direct, § 16-102 

CODvention, national: 
delegates, election, §§ 2-122, 8-100 

notice of election, § 9-200 
qualifications, § 2-122 
roll of, § 9-202 
se ... , equal representations, §§ 2-122, 7-116 

Convention, state: 
delegates to, notice of election, § 9-200 

roll of, § 9-202 
fraud affecting result, § 17-102 
holding, provision for, § 2-102(5) 
may elect national delegates at large, § 2-122 
reassembling, court may direct, § 16-102 

Conviction: 

exclusion from voting. § 5-106 
oath, § 8-504 

Corporation: 
campaign contributions, § 14-116 
intimidation of voters, § 17-150 

Corruption: 

see Violations of Elective Franchise. generally 
misuse of public or official position or influence, §§ 17-102, 17-122, 17-142, 

17-160, 17-154, 17-166, 17-158 

County chairman: 
see Party Chairman (County) 

County clerk: 
certify offic .. to be filed, § 4-106 
certify questions on ballot. § 4-108 
compilation of election law, receive, § 4-126 
OCC\llTf!nce of vacancy, § 4-106 

County committee: 
see Committee, County 

County court: 
judicial proceedinga, jurisdiction, § 16-100 

County offices: 

record of pel1lOns elected to, §§ 9-214, 9-220 

County legislative body: 

additional powers of Boards of Elections, may approve, § 3-506 
defined, § 1-104(16) 
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return of election supplies, may provide for, § 9-124(3-d) 
voting machines, provide, § 7-203 

may increase use of for primaries, § 7-204 

Court orden: 

see Judicial Proceedings 
ballots, preserve, open, § 3-222 
Board of Canv .... rs. to. § 9-218 
fraudulent procurement, § 17-160 
permit vote. §§ 8-302. 16-108. 17-160 
register applicant. § 5-204 
return. by Inspectors. § 8-510 
unregistered person may not vote without, § 5-100 

Crimes and offenses: 
Violations of Elective Franchise 
campaign financing, see violations, under Campaign Receipts and Expenditures 
cancel registration, § 5-400 
exclusion from voting, § 5-106 
fair campaign code violations, § 3-106 
false representation to obtain voting assistance. §§ 8-306(6). 17-132(9) 
false statement. absentee voting. § 8-400(4). (5) 

registration by mail, § 5-210 
village. §§ 15-118. 15-122 

falsely swearing to qualification oath, § 8-504 

Custodians and technicians, voting machine: 

appointment. duties. §§ 3-300. 3-302 
at examination of voting machines, §§ 7-206, 9-208 
at polling place. § 8-102 
defined. § 1-104(23) 
machine recanvass, receive notice, § 9-208 
opening counter compartment, § 8-202 

Deadlines: 
generally. § 1-106 
see specific topic 
see Filing of Papers 
judicial proceedings. § 16-100 et seq. 
political calendar, annual, Art. 13 

permanent. § 6-158 

Death or disqualification! 
designation or nomination, see Vacancy 

filling vacancy. §§ 6-116.6-148.6-150.6-152 
Presidential electors. § 12-104 
registered voters. §§ 5-400. 5-708. 8-506 

Declination! 
deadline. generally. § 1-106 

notice, § 6-144 
political calendar. annual Art. 13 

permanent. § 6-158 
if nominated for another office, § 6-146 
of designation or nomination, § 6-146 
village-see Village Elections 

Defacement: 

see Mutilation 

372 



INDEX 

Definitions: 
generally, § 1-104 
campaign receipts and expenditures, § 14-100 
military voters, § 10-102 
village elections, § 15-102 
violations of elective franchise. § 17-100 

Delegates: 
see Convention, Judicial 
see Convention. National 
see Convention, State 

Demand 

letter of, §6-104(2) 

Designation of candidates: 
generally, § 6-100 et seq. 
see Petitions, Designating 
see Judicial Proceedings 
see Vacancy 
definition, § 1-104(7) 
eligibility, §§ 6-120, 6-122 
failure to file, § 1-106 
method, §§ 6-104, 6-118 
statewide office, § 6-104 
village, § 15-108 
violations, §§ 17-102, 17-122 

Determinations: 

ballot, candidates and questions to be on 
absentee, § 7-122(1-a) 
election day, § 4-114 

judicial proceedings, § 16-104 
military, § 10-1l6 
ballot, casting by Inspectors, § 9-104 
election results 

County Board of Canvassers. § 9-212 
publication, § 9-212 

State Board of Canv .... rs, §§ 9-216(3), 12-102 

Disabled voter: 
see Assistance to Voter 
absentee ballot, may apply, § 8-400 

village election, § 15-122 
enrollment, special, § 5-308(I-g) 
false representation, §§ 8-306, 17-132 
illiteracy, registration, § 5-216 

voting, § 8-306 
polling place, accessibility, § 4-104 
registration reinstatement, affidavit, § 5-406 
unable to sign when voting, § 8-304 

Disaster, additional day for voting, § 3-108 

Disorderly conduct: 

see Order, Preservation of 
arrest, Inspectora may direct, §§ 3-402, 5-204, 8-104 

person may not be barred from voting, § 8-104 
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Disqualification: 
see Death or disqualification 
see Vacancy 

Distance: 
from entrance, to registration or polling place, §§ 5-204(9), 8-102, 8-104, 

17-102(10), 17-130(4) 
from occupied. voting machine, § 8-202 

DIstrict attorney: 
Board of Elections to report local registration discrepancies, § 5-600 
false statements concerning registration, § 5-702 
immunity for witness, opportunity to object, § 3-102 

Division for servicemen's voting: 

see Servicemen's Voting. Division for 
see Military Voting, generally 

Domicile: 
see Residence 

Door-to-door check of registrants, § 5-710 

Drawing for position.: 

generally, § 7-116 
see Order on Ballot 

Election districts: 
boundary changes, effect on elective party positions, §§ 2-118(2),(3) 
creation and alteration, standards; when effective, § 4-100 

correct registration records, notify voters, § 5-610 
mape, §§ 4-102, 5-204, 5-502 
polling places, § 4-104(5) 
ref!istration places, § 5-202(5) 
village, § 15-110 
voting machines, legislative body shall provide sufficient. § 7-203 

Election law: 
amendments, § 4-126 
compilations, § 4-126 
con1lict with other laws, § 1-102 
construe liberally for military voters, § 10-126 

for special presidential voters, § 11-112 
governs certein elections, §§ 1-102, 5-100 
sex genders use, § 1-104(14) 
village elections, provisions appliceble to, §§ 15-100, 15-108, 15-120 

Election officen: 
defined, § 1-104(25) 
see Commissioners of Elections 
see Custodians and Technicians. Voting Machine 

. see Inspectors and Poll Clerks 
miacondoct, violations, Art. 17 generally; §§ 17-102, 17-106, 17-120, 17-126, 

17-130, 17-134, 17-136 

Electioneering: 
misdemeanor, §§ 17-102(10, 17-130(4) 
prohibited. exception for political headquarters. § 

at local registration, § 5-204(9) 
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at poUing places, § 8-104(1) 

Elections: 
additional day for, after disaster, § 3-108 
conduct,generaUy, § 8-100 et eeq. 

see Conduct of Elections 
contested-see Contested Elections 
costs-see Expenses 
dates and hours; restrictions, § 8-100 

city officers, when elect-see Public Officers Law. § 4 
on line at closing time, may vote, § 8-104 

election law governs certain elections, §§ 1-102, 5-100 
~neral-see General Elections 
Judicial proceedings-see Judicial Proceedings 

election matters take precedence, § 16-116 
polling places-see Polling and Registration Places 
primary-see Primary Election 
results, returns: 

see Canvass 
destroying or delaying, § 17-170 
falae, §§ 17-120(12), 17-136 
unofficial returns, report on election night, § 9-216 

school district-see School District Elections 
special-see S~ial Elections 
village-see Village Elections 
voting-see Voting 

Electoral college: 
see Presidential Electors 

Emblems: 

Inspectors, identification-see Badges 
party and independent-see Names and Emblems 

Enrollment: 
generaUy, § 5-300 et eeq. 

declining to enroU in perty, §§ 5-210, 5-300 
cancellation by court, § 16-110 
certificate of, voter may obtain, §§ 5-606, 8-302(4), 8-314 

fraudulent, § 17-160 
change, when effective. § 5-304(3) 
correction, § 5-306 
court order for primary vote, specify in, § 8-302 
deadlines, §§ 5-208(3), 5-210(3), 5-310(2) 
effective immediately. conditions, § 5-300 

see also transfer, below 
lisle, publish; deadline, §§ 5-302, 5-604 

furnish, certain copies, § 5-604 
sale, § 5-604 
transcript, certify, cberge, § 5-606 

local registration, enroUment at, §§ 5-204, 5-230, 5-300 
mail, enroUing by, deadlines, §§ 5-208(3), 5-210(3), 5-310(2) 
not posted on registration poll record, §§ 8-302(4), 8-314 
military voter, § 10-106 
posting after general election, § 5-302 
primary vote: 

court order, specify enrollment in, § 8-302 
voter, enroUment pooting error, may obtain certificate, §§ 8-302(4), 8-314 
note: such voter may not vote by affidavit 

records destroyed, replacement, § 5-608 
registration poll record 

pooting on, § 5-210(6) 
after general election, § 5-302 
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failure or error, voter may obtain certificate. §§ 8-302(4), 8-314 
space for, § 5-500 

secrecy, §§ 4-132(I-c), 5-300(4), (5), (6) 
special federal voter, §§ 11-200, 11-202 
transfer, § 5-208 
violations, §§ 17-102, 17-122, 17-132, 17-160 

Enrollment box: 
changed enrollments, deposit, § 5-304 

Envelopes: 
for absentee ballots, § 7-122 
for military ballots, § 7-123 
for special federal ballots, § 7-124 
for special presidential ballots, § 7-125 

Equipment: 

see Supplies and Equipment 

Erie county: 

Buffalo, election districts, § 4-100 
equipment, supplies, §§ 4-130,4-132,4-134 
primary election hours, § 8-100 

Ethics: 
fair campaign code, § 3-106 

Expenditures: 
campaign-see Campaign Receipts and Expenditures 
conduct of election-see Expenses 
party funds in primary, § 2-126 

Expenses: 

apportionment to city, county. town. § 4-138 
see County Law, § 361-a 

election, generally, § 4-136 
military voting. § 10-118 
party representatives, pay, § 7-206(5) 
publication (legal notices), town charge, §§ 4-119. 4-120 
town caucus, §" 6-108(3) 
veterans' registration, § 5-212 
village primary or caucus, § 15-108(2) 
voting machines, § 7-203 

Fair campaign code. § 3-106 

see State Board of Elections Rules & Regulations 

Felony: 

generally, see Violations of Elective Franchise (specific topic) 
conviction, courts to notify Boards of Elections, § 5-708 

exclusion from voting, § 5-106 
oath (by challenged voter), § 8-504 

registration by mail, applying for, § 5-210(5) 

Filing of papers: 

generally, § 1-106; also see Bpecific topic 
absentee ballot, § 8-412 

applicationB, § 8-400(2-c) 
Boards of Elections open for, hours, § 3-214 

New York City, Bpecial provisions, § 1-106 
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enrollment, § 5-310 
registration by mail, § 5-210(3) 
transfer of enrollment and registration, §§ 5-208. 5-210, 5-310 

Financing: 
see Campaign Receipts and Expenditures 

Flag: 
display .t elections, §§ 8-102, 8-104 

at local registration, § 5-204 
furnish, § 5-502 
retum of, § 9-124 

Forms: 
given in law 

ballote, .bsentee, § 7-122 
military, § 7-123 
p.per, §§ 7-106, 7-114 
.pecial federal, § 7-124 
special presidential, § 7-125 
voting machine. § 7-104 

petitions, designating. § 6-132 
independent nominating, § 6-140 
villoge, § 15-108(3), (4) 
write-in opportunity to ballot. § 6-166 

prescribed or approved by State Board of Elections 
generally, § 3-102(8) 
affidavit balwt, §8-302(3f(ii) 
.bsentee hallot .pplication, § 8-400(9) 

village, §§ 15-120(2), 15-122(6) 
badoe., r 4-128(1) 
cards of instruction, § 4-128(1) 
certificates of local registration, § 5-228(3) 
challenge affidavite, § 5-218(5) 
cballenge report, § 8-508(2-k) 
change of residence, §5-21O(6-.) 
check carda, § 5-502(4) 
military balWt applicatwn. §JO-I06(11) 
registration by mail, § 5-210(4) 

notification to applicant. § 5-210(7) 
registration forms, supplies and equipment, generally, § 5-502(4) 
registration records, § 5-500(7) 
return of canvass, § 9-128 
special federal voter registration and ballot applications, §§ 11-202,11-216 
special presidential voter ballot application, § 11-104 
statement of temporary absence, § 5-222(4) 
tally .heet, § 9-128 

provided by State Board of Elections 
campaign receipts and expenditures, § 14-102(2) 
registration and enrollment, § 3-102(8) 

Fraud: 
see Violations of Elective Franchise, specific topic 

General election: 
see Elections; Conduct of Elections 
canvass, affidavit ballote, § 9-209 

Boarda of Elections, § 9-206 
completion, § 9-214 

recanvaso, § 9-208 
State Board of C.nv .... ", § 9-216 

date and hours, fixed, § 8-100 
mail check to notify voters, § 5-712 

names, order on ballot-see Order on Ballot 
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notice, publication, §§ 4-120, 4-122 

Governor: 

ballot, unlimited lines on, § 7-104 
canvass of voters for, §§ 9-112(4), 9-214 
qualifications-see State Constitution, Art. IV, § 2 
sign certified list of Presidential Electors, § 12-102 

Guardrail: 

admission within, § 8-104 
candidate, §§ 7-128(2), 8-104 
voter, §§ 8-310, 8-312 
watcher, §§ 8-104, 8-500 

establish at polling place, § 8-102 
position; openings, § 8-202 

Handicapped vote .. : 

see Assistance to Voters 
see Disabled Voters 

Hospital superintendent: 

see Medical Certificate 

Hospitalized veterans: 
see Veterans 

Hours: 

local registration, § 5-202 
o!lice, Board of Elections, § 3-214 
voting, § 8-100 

Identification: 
ballot, illegal marking to identify, § 17-130 
card, to registered voter, § 5-124 
voter, § 8-302 
voter's signature. § 8-304 

Illiteracy: 

registration, § 5-216 
voting, § 8-306 

lliD ... : 

absentee ballot, may apply for, §§ 8-400, 15-122 
enrollment, spccial entitlement to, § 5-308(I·g) 
mental-see Mental filness 

Immunity: 

conferring by State Board of Elections, § 3-102 
witn ..... § 17-146 

Improvement dlstricts: 

see Special Districts 

Incompetence: 
coUTta to notify Boarde of Elections, § 5-708(4) 
.xclusion from voting if legally adjudged incompetent, § 5-106 
oath, by challenged voter, § 8-504 
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Independent body: 
affidavit ballots, canvass, receive notice, § 9-209 
candidata, placement on ballot, § 7-104 
dafinition, § 1-104(12) 
machine recanvass. receive notice, § 9-208 
name and emblem-see Names and Emblems 
nominatione, judicial proceedings, §§ 16-102, 16-104 

see Nomination 
see Petition, Independent Nominating 
vacancy, § 6-148 

petition-see Petition, Independent Nominating 
receive list of absentee ballot applications. § 8-402 
removal of officer, § 16-118 
watchers-Bee Wetchers 

entiUement to, § 8-500 

Inspectors, poll clerks and election coordinators: 
appointment, qualifications etc.: 

generally, § 3-400 et seq. 
absence, §§ 3-402, 3-406, 3-418 
additional insl""'tors (standby), § 3-406 
appointment, §§ 3-404, 3-418 
certificste of appointment, §§ 3-414, 3-416 
certificste of service, § 3-420 
certification, § 3-410 
certified to serve, § 3-412 
chairman. appointment. § 3-400 

certificate of work record, complete, § 3-420 
Clerks, provision for, § 3-400 

additional, for absentee ballots. § 3-408 
compensation, § 3-420 
designation, § 3-404 
eme~n~ appointment, § 3-418 
emmmabons, § 3-412 
failure to qualilY, § 3-410 
instructions, § 3-412 
number, § 3-400 
oath of office, §§ 3-414, 3-418 
party, §§ 3-400, 3-404 
payment of, § 3-420 
qualifications, § 3-400 
recommended by party, § 3-404 
removal, § 3-416 
restrictions, § 3-400 
term, § 3-404 
training, § 3-412 
transfer, § 3-404 
vacancy, §§ 3-404, 3-406, 3-410, 3-418 

duties, powers, etc.: 
canvass, generally, § 9-100 et seq. 
election, conduct of, generally, §§ 8-202, 8-300 et seq. 
registration, local, conduct of, generally, § 5-202 et seq. 
authority; preservin, order, §§ 3-402,5-204,8-104,8-300, 17-130(21) 
cballe~, at election, §§ 8-302, 8-304, 8-502 et seq. 

at regIStration, § 5-218 
machine breakdown, emergency ballots, § 7-120 
majority vote required, §§ 3-402, 5-204, 8-202, 8-506 
misconduct-see violations, below 
oaths, may administer, §§ 3-402, 8-202(1) 
polls, 0l"'nin~, election, § 8-102 

regIBtratlOn, § 5-204 
village-see Village Elections 
violations by Inspectors, Art. 17 generally; §§ 17-102, 17-106, 17-130, 

17-134, 17-136 
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voters, voting: 
assistance at election, § 8-306 

at registration, § 5-216 
on line at closing, registration, § 5-204(10) 

election. § 8-104(5) 
poll record missing-see Affidavit Voting: Court Orders 
primary election. enrollment problem. §§ 8-302(4). 8-314 

voting by. § 11-302 
watchers, at election, § 8-500 

at registration, § 5-206 

Instructions: 
absentee ballots. § 7-122 
C8Ids of inetruction. §§ 4-128. 17-116 
I~rs and Poll Clerks. § 3-412 
mail registration forms. § 5-210(4) 
multiple casting of votes for group office, § 
paper ballots. § 7-108 

Investigation: 
absentee ballot applicant. § 8-402 

undeliverable. § 5-706 

7-108 

assistance by public agencies, generally, § 3-216 
see Law Enforcement Agency 

completion of, § 8-50~(2_.j) 
incomplete, enter on challenge report, § B-508(2-b) 

Inspectors to queetion voter. § 8-302(3-b) 
registration: 

application for registration by mail, § 5-210 
challenged registrant. § 5-220 
check C81ds. § 5-702 
discrepency between local registration records and certificate of registra· 

tioos, § 5-600 
door to door checks. § 5-710 
mail check. returned. § 5-712 
prior registration, § 5-704 

special federal voter application, § 11-204 
special presidential voter application. § 11-106 
State Board of Elections. §§ 3-102. 3-104. 3-107 
village elections. § 15-124 

Jail: 
absentee voting by inmates, § 8-400 

Judicial office: 
see Candidatee. Judicial 
see Convention, Judicial 
deadline for vacancy-State Constitution, Art. VI, § 21; or, if not applicable, 

see § 6-158 
judges, contributions barred, § 17-162 

see Judicial Canon of Ethics 
qualifications-see State Constitution. Art. VI. § 20 

Judicial proceedings: 
generally. § 16-100 et seq. 
general provisions, rules. § 16-116 
see Court Orders 
assisted voter, reveal information as to voting by, § 8-306 
ballot. casting and canv .... § 16-108 

form and content, § 16-104 
ballot propoeais. vote on. § 16-106 
ballots. preserve: open. §§ 3-222. 16-112 
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campaign financial statements, § 16-114 
candidate may bring. §§ 16-102. 16-104. 16-106. 16-112 
canvass. § 16-106 
committee member or officer, removal, § 16-118 
constitutional amendment or question contested wording, § 16-104 
contested election, § 16-102; see Attorney General 
deadlines. §§ 16-102. 16-104. 16-106. 16-110. 16-114 
designations. § 16-102 
determination, final, § 16-104 
election, primary, contested. § 16-102 
election days, at Boards of Elections, § 16-108 
election matters have preference, § 16-116 
emblem, independent body or party, § 16-104 
enrollment. cancel, § 16-110 
final order. deadline. § 16-104 
instituted by State or local Board of Elections. § 3-102 
jurisdiction, County Court, Supreme Court, § 16-100 
machines, preserve vote; open, §§ 3-222, 16-112 
name, independent body or party. § 16-104 
nominations, § 16-102 
party chairman may bring. §§ 16-102. 16-104. 16-106 
party committee member or officer, removal. § 16-118 
petitions. § 16-102 
primary election, § 16-102 
registration, reinstatement, apply for, § 5-402 
registration and voting, § 16-108 
removal, committee member or officer, § 16-118 
State Board of Elections notify local Boards of, § 4-112 
village elections. §§ 15-126. 15-138 
voting and registration, § 16-108 

Law enforcement agency: 
arrest on Inspector's order. §§ 3-402. 5-204(9). 8-104(3) 
... ist Boards of Elections. § 3-216 

State Board of Elections. §§ 3-104. 3-107 
election night, unofficial results, § 9-126 
investigate applicant for absentee ballot, § 8-402 

applicant for registration by mail, § 5-210 
voters' check carde. § 5-702 

officer at polling place, New York City, §§ 8-104, 9-124, 9-126 
protect voting machines, § 7-206(4) 
village elections. § 15-124 

Legal notices: 
see Publication 

Local registration: 

see Registration, Local 

Locked cabinets. carrying c ..... ledge .... §§ 4-130. 4-134. 5-211(5). 5-230(1). 
5-502. 5-600 

Mail. mailing: 
deadlines-see Filing of Papers 
air mail, Boards of Elections required to use: 

absentee ballots outside U.S .• § 8-406 
applirations outside U.S .• § 8-400(2) 

military ballots. § 10-108 
registration by mail applications outside U.S., § 5-210(2) 
special federal voter ballots, § 11-214 

certified mail, Boards of Elections required to use: 
absentee ballots. permanently disabled. § 8-400(4) 
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village. § 15-122 
campaign financial statements, notice. § 14-108 
velA!ran ballots. § 8-404(4) 

Mall check of registrants. § 5-712 
report of to StalA! Board of Elections. §5-712(5) 

Maps: 

Assembly. SlalA! SenslA!. CongreBB. § 4-102 
election district. § 4-102 

furnish for local registration. § 5-502 
post in registration place, § 5-204 

Marking of ballots: 
see under Absentee Voting: Ballots, Official; Military Voting 

Marital status. § 5-104(2) 

Married name: 
see Name Change 

Media: 
see News Media 

Medical certificate: 
ahsenlA!e ballot application. permanent disability. § 8-400(4) 

village. § 15-122 
special enrollment. illn .... § 5-308(4) 

Mental illness: 
cancellation, § 5-40 
change of volA!r .tatus. report of. § 5-708(4) 
enrollment, .pecial. § 5-308(1-g) 
exclusion from voting if legally adjudged incompetent, § 5-106 
incompetency oath by challenge voter, § 8-504 

Microfilming records, § 3-220 

Military voting: 
generally. § 10-102 et seq. 
ballots 

additional clerks for counting, § 3-408 
air mail. send by. § 10-108 
application for, § 10-106 

constitutes registration, § 10-106(2) 
enclose with ballot if not personally applied for. §§ 7-123. 10-106(11) 

ballot retum. Inspectors'. § 9-104 
canv .... ii 9-102. 9-108. 9-110. 16-106 
casting. ii 9-104. 16-106 
cballenges. ii 8-506. 16-106 
deadline. applying for ballot. § 10-106 

delivering or mailing to voter, § 10-108 
receipt by Board of Elections. ii 10-112. 10-114 

delivery to polling place, § 4-134 
determination as to candidates and questions on; not to affect validity of 

election. i 10i 116 
envelopes. ii 7-123. 10-112. 10-114 
examination. ii 9-104. 16-106 
federal wrilA!·in. §I0·114 
form. ii 7-123. 10-112. 10-114 
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judicial proceedings. § 16-104 et seq. 
marking by vo"'r. §§ 7-122. 8-410. 10-112 
primary election. § 10-108 
processing of voted. ballots. § 10-114 
recanv .... § 9-208 

bribery, intimidation, § 17-148 
canceUation. § 10-109 
coate. § 10-118 
definitions. § 10-102 
general provisions of law applicable, § 10-126 
may vo'" by civilian .bsen"," ballot, § 10-122 
registration procedure. § 10-106 
residence, gaining or losing. § 5-104 
right to vo"'. § 10-104 
spouse, parent, child: 

entitlement to ballot, § 10-102 
may apply for person in service, § 10-106(11) 
registration. § 10-106 

village elections. § 15-120 

Misconduct: 

see Election Officials 
see 1napectore and PoDs Clerke 
see Violations of Elective Franchise 

Misdemeanor: 

see Violations of Elective Franchise, specific topic 
see Campaign Receipts and Expenditures; violations, thereunder 

Monroe county: 
special provisions generally, § 3-500 
election districts, § 4-100 
supplies. equipment. §§ 4-130. 4-132. 4-134 

Multiple office or position: 
casting votes for, instructions, § 7-108 
drewing for order on ballot. § 7-116 
number of columns or rows on machine, § 7-104 

Mutilation: 

ballots. by vo"'r. §§ 8-312. 8-316 
found to be mutilaU!d. defective. § 8-316 
validity. rules for canv .... § 9-112(1) 

in"'ntional. §§ 17-102. 17-108. 17-116. 17-130. 17-170 

Name, candidate's: 
appeare but once on primary ballot. § 7-114(I-c) 
order on ballot, § 7-116 
shorU!ning 

primary ballot. § 7-106(10) 
general election ballot. § 7-104(1) 

Name change: 

street. § 5-708 
vo"'r. courts to notify Boards of Elections. § 5-708 

place on cballenge report, §§ 5-708. 8-508 
procedure at polling place. § 8-302 
registration records, correction, § 8-302 
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Name and emblem, party and independent: 
abbrevUitions. independent body. §§ 6-138(2). 2-124(3). 7-106(10) 

party. §§ 2-124(3). 7-106(10) 
on voting machine. § 7-104(1) 

judicial proceedings. § 16-104 
length. ind"R"ndent body. §§ t-138(3). 2-124(3) 

party. §§ 2-124(3). 7-106(10) 
on voting machine. § 7-104(1) 

new party, certificate of nominations, § 6-128 
order on ballot. independent body. § 7-116(2) 

party. § 7-116(1) 
paper ballots. primary. § 7-106(6). (10) 
petitions: 

designating. § 6-132(1) 
independent nominating. § 6-140(1) 

restrictions: 
independent body. §§ 2-124. 6-138(3) 
party. § 2-124 
primary ballot. machine. § 7-204(6) 

paper. § 7-106(6). (10) 
selection 

independent body. §§ 6-138(3).2-124 
continuous use, § 2-124(4) 
failure to select. § 6-138(3) 
partr.' § 2-124 

viIlsge e octions. § 15 -108 
voting machine. § 7-116 

general election. § 7-104(1) 
primary. § 7-116(1) 

not repeat for each candidate. § 7-204(6) 

Nassau county: 
special provisions, generally. § 3-502 
asembly district number required. petitions. §§ 6-130.6-132.6-140 

absentee ballot applications list. § 8-402(7) 
canv .... unofficial results. report. § 9-126 
determinations of election results. not required to publish, § 9-212 
election districts, creation and alteration, § 4-100 

maps of, by assembly district, § 4-102 
equipment for registration and polling places, § 4-132 
primary election hours, § 8-100 
village elections. Inspectors. § 15-116(2) 

National convention: 
see Convention, National 

Naturalization: 
see Citizenship 

New York City: 

absentee ballots, provisions for New York City residents, § 8-400 
.... mbly district leaders. §§ 2-110.2-120 
authorization for city-wide candidates not enrolled in party. § 6-120(3) 
Board of Elections: 

canvass, completion and disposition. § 9-124 
unofficial results. report. § 9-126 

chairmen of Inspectors, rotation, § 3-400 
Commissioners 

appointment. §§ 3-204. 3-210 
qualifications. removal. § 3-200 
salsry. § 3-208 
terms. § 3-202 
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deadlines, filing of petitions et ai, special provision, § 1-106 
determinations of election results, not required to publish, § 9-212 
election districts. cretion and alteration, § 4-100 
employees, appoint. § 3-300 
expenses. § 4-136 

military voting. § 10-118 
judicial convention 

compile roll of delegates, § 9-200 
receive convention minutes, § 6-126 

maps. § 4-102 
office. branches, hours, § 3-124 

open to midnight for filing of certain papers, § 1-106 
petitions and certificates, receive, § 6-144 
poUing places. desiptate. § 4-104 
publication of legal notices, generally, § 4-124 
registration places, publish list of, § 4-119 
supplies and equipment. §§ 4-130. 4-132. 4-134. 9-124 
voting IJl8chines, adoption and use, § 7-200 

shall provide for primary. § 7-204 
civil court, petitions, and primary, § 6-168 
petitions 

assembly district required. §§ 6-132. 6-140 
color. § 6-132(4) 
signatures, designating, § 6-136 

independent nominating, § 6-142 
police at poUing place. §§ 8-104. 9-124. 9-126 
primary baUot. rotation. § 7-116(6) 
primary election, hours, § 8-100 

runoff. §§ 6-162. 8-100 
judicial proceedings, first preference, § 16-116 

school board elections-see Education Law, § 2590-b 
police at polling place, § 8-104 

News media: 
campaign advertisements, § 14-106 
observe canv .... § 3-102(10) 
soliciting support for candidate, § 17-112 

N ewspapen: 

exemption from campaign financing provisions, § 14-124 
legal notices-see Publication 

Nominations: 
generally, § 6-100 et seq. 
acceptance, § 6-146 
authorization for candidate not enrolled in same party, § 6-120 
ballot, order on-see Order on Ballot 

multiple nominations, placing on, § 7-104(1) 
candidates. eligibility. §§ 6-120. 6-122 

see Public Officers Law. § 3 
certificate of 

calendar. § 6-158. or Art. 13 
filing; failure. § 1-106 

place for. § 6-144 
form and content. §§ 6-148. 6-156 
misconduct relating to, § 17-120 
new party. § 6-128 
objection. § 6-154 
time for filing. §§ 1-106. 6-158. Art. 13 
vacancy-see Vacancy 
village elections, § 15-108 

consent substituted candidate. § 6-148 
conventions-see Convention, Judicial 
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see Convention, State 
see Convention, National 

death or disqualification-see Vacancy 
declination. § 6-146 
definitions. § 6-104(11). (13) 
independent-see Independent Body 

see Petitions, Independent Nominating 
judicial proceedings, §§ 16-102. 16-104 
Justice of Supreme Court-see Convention, Judicial 
multiple. placing on ballot. § 7-104(1) 
new perty. § 6-128 
objections. § 6-154 
party-see Petitions, Designating 

methode. §§ 6-106.6-110.6-114.6-118.6-160 
in towns. § 6-108 

petitions-see petitions, Designating 
see Petitions. Independent Nominating 

Presidential Electors-see Presidential Electors 
qualifications. §§ 6-120. 6-122; see Public Officers Law. § 3 
special elections. § 6-114 
town officee. § 6-108 
vacancy-see Vacancy 
village-see Village Elections 
violations of elective franchise. §§ 17-120. 17-122 

Notary public: 
witness to petitions. §§ 6-132. 6-140 

Notices, legal: 
see Publication 

Notification: 
candidetes: 

affidavit ballots, canvass, § 9-209 
ballot: 

drawing for order on. § 7-1J6 
inspection. § 7-128 

declination. § 6-146 
designation or nomination, § 6-144 
judicial proceedings. § 16-116 
nominated by write-in. § 6-146 
petition or certificate found sufficient or insufficient, § 6-154 
rec&nv .... § 9-208 

change of voter status, § 5-708 
party representatives. voting machine preparation, § 7-206 
perty rules. amendment. § 2-114 
registration: 

applicant. unlawfully denied, § 5-224(2) 
cancellation, § 5-402 

failure to vote. § 5-406 
military voter. § 10-109 
prospective. generally. § 5-402 

election district. altered, § 5-610 
wrong. § 5-226 

mail check, election and local ~tration dates. § 5-712 
registrant subsequently cballenged, § 5-220 
registration by mail. acceptance or rejection. § 5-210(7) 

voting: 
absentee ballot application, rejection, § 8-402 

primary. no conteet. §§ 8-402. 10-108 
affidevit ballot reiected. § 5-403 
ballot propossla. § 5-712 
time off to vote, post notice. § 3-110 
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Oaths: 
see Affidavit, Affirmation, Oath 

Objections: 

canvass, of absentee or paper ballots, § 9-114 
affidavit ballots, § 9-209 

certificates of acceptance, authorization, declination and substitution, § 6-154 
designation or nomination, § 6-154 
judicial proceedings, § 16-102 

Offices: 
ballot: 

multiple office: 
instructions to voter, § 7-108 
order on ballot, § 7-116 
on paper ballot, § 7-114 
space allowed, § 7-104 

order on ballot, §§ 7-108,7-116 
term of, indicate, § 7-108 
title aod space, §§ 7-104, 7-114 

Boards of Elections, generally. branches, hours. § 3-214 

Official ballot: 
definition, § 1-104(8) 
aee Ballots, Primary 
see Ballots, Voting Machine 

Orange county: 
not required to publish determinations, § 9-212 

Order on ballot: 
names, drawing, § 7-116 
party positions, § 7-116(5) 
parties and independent bodies, § 7-116 
public offices 

general election, customary order, § 7-108 
primary, same order as general election, § 7-116(5) 

Order, preservation or: 
generally, § 3-402 
at election, § 8-104 
at local registration, § 5-204(9) 
village elections, § 15-124 
willful diaobedience, § 17-130(21) 

Paper ballots: 
see Affidavit Voting 
see Ballots, Emergency 
see Ballots, Primary 
see Ballots, Sample 

Pardon, parole: 
voting, qualifications, § 5-106 

Party: 
see Assembly District Leaders 

Convention, Judicial District 
Convention, National 
Convention, State 
Designation of Candidates 
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Enrollment 
Name and Emblem 
Nomination 
Petitions, Designating 
Watchers 

authorization of candidates not enrolled in party, § 6-120 
caucus, §§ 6-IOS, 15-IOS 
committees, defined, § 1-104(6) 

other than state or county, §§ 2-100, 2-110 
see Committee, County 
see Committee, State 

definition, § 1-104(3), (24) 
funde, not to he expended in primary, § 2-126 
new party, §§ 2-IOS, 6-120(4), 6-12S 
officers, definition, § 1-104(5) 

election, § 2-112 
file with State and County Boards of Election, § 2-112 
removal, § 16-11S 
see Party Chairman, County 
see Party Chairman, State 

order of parties on ballot, § 7-116(1) 
organization, generally, § 2-100 et seq. 
party position: 

ballot, order on, § 7-116(5) 
candidate may not run for if not eligible to serve, § 6-122 
challenge election to, § 16-102 
defined, § 1-104(4) 
designated on two or more petitions, § 7-114(1~c) 
judicial proceeding, § 16-102 
statement of positions to he filled, § 2-120 
vacancy, §§ 2-110, 2-11S 

representatives, at voting machine preparation, § 7-206 
rules, generally, § 2-100 

amendment, notice, § 2-114 
county committee, §§ 2-104, 2-110, 2-112, 2-114, 2-11S, 2-120, 6-IOS, 

6-116, 6-14S, 15-lOS 
file with certificate of nomination, § 6-156 
file with State and County Boards of Elections, 2-114 
file with village clerks, 2-114 
national, § 2-122 
new party, §§ 2-IOS, 6-12S 
state committee, §§ 2-102, 2-110, 2-112, 2-114, 2-11S, 2-120, 2-122, 

6-104, 6-114, 9-200(2) 
village nominations, § 15-lOS 

Party call: 

failure to file, §2-120 

Party chairman, county: 
election, § 2-112 
judicial proceedings, standing, § 16-102 et seq. 
party positions to be filled, file statement, § 2-120 
party representatives, certify, § 7-206 
removal, § 16-US 
receive lists: 

absentee ballot applications, § 8-402 
absentee ballots sent to hospitalized veterans, § 8-404 
enrollments, §§ 5-302(5), 5-604 
registration: 

applicants for registration by mail, § 5-210 
cancellations and reinstatements, § 5-404 
persons in wrong election district, § 5-226 
registered voters, § 5-602 

voters, military, § 10-106 
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special federal, § 11-204 
special presidential, § 11-106 

receive notice: 
canvass of affidavit ballots. § 9-209 
recanvass of voting machines, § 9-208 
voting machine preparation, § 7-206 

Party chairman, state: 
election, § 2-112 
judicial proceedings, standing, § 16-102 et seq. 
party positions to be filled, file statement, § 2-120 
removal, § 16-118 
receive list: 

enrollment, § 5-604 
state committee members elected, § 9-200 

receive notice: 
canvass of affidavit ballots, § 9-209 
recanvass of voting machines, § 9-208 

receive roll: 
delegates elected to judicial conventions, §§ 9-200, 9-202 
delegates elected to national and state conventions, § 9-202 

Puters Cor ballot changes: 
provisions. generally, § 7-126 
record number used on paper ballots, § 9-106 
unlawful use, § 17-134 

Peace officer: 
see Law Enforcement Agency 

Penalties and flnes: 
campaign receipts and expenditures, § 14-126 
fair campaign code. § 3-106 
violations of elective franchise, § 17-166 

Pencils: 
marking absentee ballot, § 7-122 
enrollment blank, § 5-300 
paper ballot, §§ 7-106, 8-312 
supply in voting booth, § 8-102 

Pens: 
marking absentee ballot, § 7-122 
enrollment blank, § 5-300 
paper ballot, §§ 7-106, 8-312 

Personal application: 
defined, § 1-104(27) 

PetitioD, designating: 
generally, § 6-118 
see Designation 

Vacancy 
Vacancies, Committee to Fill 

abbreviations, use of, §6-134(7) 
binding, § 6-134 
calendar, §§ 1-106, 6-158, Art. 13 
civil court, New York City, § 6-168 
color, New York City, § 6-132(4) 
deadlines-see filing, below 
eligibility, to sign, § 6-136(1), (2) 
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to witn .... § 6-132(2) 
filing. failure. § 1-106 

place for. §§ 6-134(1).6-144 
time. §§ 1-106. 6-158. Art. 13 

first day to sign. § 6-134(6). Art. 13 
form. §§ 6-130. 6-132. 6-134 

sample supplied by Stare &ard of Electioll8, §6-132(5) 
judicial proceedings. § 16-102 
notary public may take signatures. § 6-132(3) 
number of signatures required, § 6-136 
objections. §§ 6-154. 16-102 
presumptively valid, § 6-154 
removal from Board of Elections, restriction. § 3-220(6-a) 
rules. § 6-134. Art. 13 
sex. if specified. list separately. §§ 2-104. 2-110 
signatures, abbreviations. § 6-134(7) 

eligibility to sign. § 6-136(1). (2) 
first day to sign. § 6-134(6). Art. 13 
first signature counts. § 6-134(5) 
number required. § 6-136 
over or understaremenl of number. §6-134(2) 
signer need only sign nsme. § 6-134(8) 

village. § 15-108. 6-204 
violations of elective franchise, § 17-122 
witn .... eligibility. § 6-132(2) 

identificntion starement. §6-132(2) 
notary public. § 6-132(3) 

Petition- independent DOminating: 

see Independent Body 
Vacancy 
Vacancies, Committee to Fill 

generally. § 6-138 ot seq. 
acceptance required. § 6-146 
calendar. §§ 1-106. 6-158. Art. 13 
eligibility. to sign. § 6-138(1) 

to witn .... § 6-140(1) 
filing. failure. § 1-106 

place for. § 6-144 
time. §§ 1-106.6-158. Art. 13 

first day to sign. § 6-138(4). Art. 13 
form. §§ 6-138(2). 6-140 

samp/e supplied by Stare Boord of Elections. §6-140(3) 
judicial proceedings. § 16-102 
nsme and emblem. § 6-138(3) 

same name and/or emblem, §6-138(3) 
see Name and Emblem 

notary public may take signatures. § 6-140(2) 
number of signatures required, § 6-142 
objections. §§ 6-154. 16-102 
presumptively valid, § 6-154 
removal from Board of Elections. restriction. § 3-220(6-a) 
rules. § 6-138 
signatures. eligibility to sign. § 6-138(1) 

first day to sign. § 6-138(4). Art. 13 
number required, § 6-142 

village. § 15-108(4). 6-206 
violations of elective franchise, § 17-122 
witn .... eligibility. § 6-140(1) 

identificntion staremen~ §6-140(1-b) 
notary public. § 6-140(2) 
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Polillon, opportunity to ballot: 
generally, §§ 6-164, 6-166, 7-114(I-d) 
ballot, provisions-see Write-in 
calendar, deadlines, §§ 1-106, 6-158, Art. 13 
judicial proceedinge, § 16-102 
objections, § 6-154 
presumptively valid, § 6-154 
removal from Board of Elections, restriction, § 3-220(6-8) 
violations of election franchise, § 17-122 

Photostating records, § 3-220 
see Records 

Physician, hospital superintendent: 
see Medical Certificate 

Pointer card, § 7-104(2) 

Police: 
see Law Enforcement Agency 
contributions. political activity, § 17-110 

Political calendar: 
annual, Art. 13 
pernuuoent, § 6-158 

Political contributions: 
see Campaign Receipts and Expenditures 

Political party: 
see Party 

Political unit: 
defined, § 1-104(1), (2) 

Poll books: 
see Registration Poll Ledge .. 
village, § 15-112 

Poll clerks: 
see Inspectors, Poll Clerks and Election Coordinators 

Polllng and registration places: 
see Challenge 

Guardrail 
Supplies and Equipment 
Watchers 

conduct and procedure, generally, § 3-402 
registration, § 5-204 
voting, §§ 8-104, 8-202, 8-300 

designation, selection, generally, § 4-104 
accessibility to disabled vote .. , § 4-I04(1-a) 
cbange, notify vote .. , §§ 4-104(2),5-712(1) 
consolidation, §§ 4-104(5), 5-202(5) 
contiguous district, locate in, §§ 3-506, 4-104 
expenses, § 4-136 
Judicial proceeding, certain buildings, § 16-115 
publish lists, registration places, § 4-119 

polling places in towns, § 4-120 

391 



THE ELECTION LAW 

primary poUing places in cities. § 4-118 
religIous scruples, may vote absentee, § 8-408 
restrictions. alcoholic beverage licensee, § 4-104(1) 

contribution by owner, barred, § 17-164 
owned or leased by public officer or candidate, § 4-104(7) 

electioneering prohibited, distance, §§ 5-204(9),8-104(1),17-102(10),17-130(4) 
hours, registration, § 5-202 

on line at closing, may register, § 5-204(10) 
hours, voting. § 8-100 

on line at closing. may vote, § 8-104(5) 
opening. registration, § 5-204 

voting, § 8-102 
order, preservation of, §§ 3-402, 5-204(9), 8-104(3), 15-124, 17-130(21) 
presence at, entitlement 

news media, § 3-102(10) 
others, §§ 8-104(2), 9-102(3) 

smoking, restriction, § 5-204(7) 
time in voting booth, § 8-300(3) 
village elections, §§ 15-110, 15-118, 15-124 
voter: 

see Assistance to Voter 
delaying or obstructing, § 17-130 
denial of rights, § 17-106 
duress, intimidation, § 17-150 
notify of chsnge in polling place. §§ 4-104(2),5-712(1) 
religious scruples, may vote absentee, § 11-300 
time in voting booths, § 8-300(3) 

Polls, public opinion: 
see Rules and Regulations, § 6201.2 

Position on ballot: 
see Order on Ballot 

Presidential electors: 
canvass by State Board of Canvassers, § 9-216 
election of, generally, § 12-100 et seq. 
Electoral College, certification, distribute, § 12-108 

compensation, § 12-110 
meeting and organization, § 12-104 
vacancy. § 12-104 
voting and certification, § 12-106 

in support of write-in candidates for president and vice president, § 6-153(c) 
nominated by State Committee, § 6-102 
number, § 6-102 
ststement of canv .... §§ 9-206, 9-210 

transmission of, § 9-214 

Pre8idential voters: 

see Special Presidential Voters 

Primary election: 

see Ballot 
Ballot Boxes 
Enrollment 
Order on Ballot 
Petition, Designating 
Petition, Opportunity to Ballot 
Vacancy 
Write-in 

absentee ballot applicant, notify if no contest, § 8-402 
militery, § 10-108 
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absentee voting. permitted. § 8-400(1) 
certain party positions excepted. §§ 7-122. 8-400(8) 

candidates on ballot, certification by State Board of Elections, § 4-110 
determination by County Board of Elections. § 4-114 

canv .... by Boards of Elections. § 9-200 
affidavit ballota. § 9-209 
recanv .... § 9-208 

canv .... by Inspectors. §§ 9-102. 9-106. 9-108 
by State Board of Elections. § 9-202 

civil court. New York City. § 6-168 
date. § 8-100. Art. 13 

additional. Presidential year. § 8-100 
runoff. New York City. §§ 8-100. 16-116 

deadlines-see filing of papers, below 
defined. § 1-104(9). (10) 
filing of papers. §§ 1-106. 6-158. Art. 13 
hours. § 8-100 
judicial proceedings. § 16-102. Art. 16 generally 
legal notice, publication, § 4-118 
paper ballota-see Ballota. Official Primary 
party funds. expenditure. barred, § 2-126 
party nominations. made at. §§ 6-110. 6-118. 6-160 

town offices, § 6-108 
party positions, election at: 

Assembly District Leaders. § 2-110 
County and State Committee members. § 2-106 

runoff. New York City. §§ 6-162. 16-116 
sex. candidates'. listing by. §§ 2-104. 2-110 
uncontested: 

campaign financial statement, exemptions, § 14-124(7) 
candidates deemed elected or nominated without balloting, § 6-160(3) 
certified by State Board of Elections. § 4-110 
cities, note in publication of polling place list. § 4-118(2) 
definition. § 1-104(10) 
omit from official ballot. §§ 7-102. 7-114(I-d) 
opportunity to ballot in. by petition. §§ 6-164. 6-166 
polling place sball not be opened. § 8-100(3) 

vacancy, caused by tie vote at, § 6-148 
unfilled at time of. § 6-152 
see Vacancies, Committee to Fill 
see Vacancy 

village-see Village Elections 
violations of elective franchise. §§ 17-102. 17-132. Art. 17 generally 
voter, new, notice of eligibility, § 5-210(7) 
voter's enrollment record not duly recorded: 

obtain certificate of enrollment, § 8-314 
vote by court order or with certificate. § 8-302(4) 

voter's registration poll record missing: 
vote by affidavit ballot. § 8-302(3). (6-b): see Affidavit Voting 
vote by court order. § 8-302(3-f-l) 

voting machines, use of, § 7-204 

PrlntiDg: 

see Publication 

Prison: 

absentee voting by persons detained in. § 8-400 

Propositiona: 

see Ballot Proposals 
see Referendum, Local 
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Public acceu to records: 

see Records 

Public agencies: 

assist Boards of Elections: 
generally, § 3-216 
report change of voter status, § 5-708 

officer's failure to comply with Election Law, § 17-128 

Public office: 
candidate or incumbent not to furnish polling place, § 4-104 
candidate may not run for if not eligible to serve, § 6-122 
qualifications, generally-see Public Officers Law, § 3 

Governor and Lieutenant-Govemor-see State Constitution, Art. IV, § 2 
judicial offices-see State Constitution, Art. VI, § 20 
legislature-see State Constitution, Art. III 

Public officer or employee: 
violation of elective franchise, generally, § 17-128 

corrupt use of position, § 17-158 
political ...... ment barred, § 17-156 

see Civil Service Law, § 107 

Public records: 
acee .. to, § 3-220 
see Records 

Publication: 
candidates, names and addresaes, § 4-122 
conaolidated registration places, § 5-202(5) 
constitutional amendments and questions, §§ 4-116, 4-120(1) 
determination as to election results, § 9-212 
election, general and special, § 4-120 

primary, § 4-118 
disaster, additional election day, § 3-108 
expenses-see Expenses 
fair campaign code, § 3-106 
PartY caucus, town, § 6-108 

village, § 15-108 
registration places. § 4-119 

consolidated, § 5-202(5) 
registration, lncal, dates, § 5-202(4) 
aample ballots, § 7-118 
statement of canvass, § 9-212 
village elections-see Village Elections 

Qualifications for public office: 

see Public Office 

Qualifications for voting: 
generally, §§ 5-102,5-104,5-106,5-700 
see Citizenship 
absentee voting, § 8-400 
exclusion from voting, § 5-106 
military voter, § 10-102 
qualification oath, by cballenged voter, § 8-504 
special federal voter, § 11-200 
speciaJ presidential voter, § 11-102 
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Questions on ballot: 
see Ballot Proposals 

Recanv8BS! 

generally, § 9-208 

INDEX 

see Canvass by Boards of Elections 
see Canvass by State Board of Elections 
Inspectors, to correct error in tally sheets, § 9-116 
judicial proceedings, § 16-106 
village elections, recanvass by Board of Elections. § 15-126 

Records: 
generally, §§ 3-212, 3-216, 3-220, 3-222 
absentee ballot applications, keep, § 8-402(7) 
campaign receipts and expenditures, § 14-118 
filing of petitions and certificates, § 6-144 
microfilming. photostating, § 3-220 
preservation, §§ 3-220, 3-222 
public access to, generally. § 3-220 

specific references, §§ 4-102, 5-602, 5-604, 6-144, 8-402, 12-108, 14-108 
public agency or officer to furnish to Board of Elections, §§ 3-216, 5-708 

violation, § 17-128 
registration records-see Registration 
removal from Board of Elections. restriction, § 3-220(6-8) 

Referendum. local: 
see Ballot Propoaala 
see Constitutional Amendments and Questions 
see Municipel Home Rule Law, §§ 23, 24, 25, 26 
canvass of town questions, § 9-206 
certification to county Board of Elections, deadline. § 4-108(1-b) 
village-see Village Elections 

Registration! 
generally, Art. 5, Registration and Enrollment 
see Cancellation of Registration 

Check Card 
Enrollment 
Investigation 
Polling and Registration Places 
Residence 

affidavit (registration poll record missing)-see Affidavit Voting 
assistance to applicant. § 5-216 
central, dates and hours, § 5-200 

moved within county after close of local registration, § 5-200(2) 
procedures aame as for local, § 5-200(3) 

central file registration record (white cards): 
blank, for local registration, §§ 4-130, 5-204(5), 5-230, 5-502 
completion by Inspectors, § 5-204 
discontinuance of, § 5-504 
filed alphabetically, § 5-600 
filed at Board of Elections, §§ 5-500, 5-600 
form and content, § 5-500 
keeping, preservation. § 3-220 
public access to-see records. below 
voiding, §§ 5-204, 5-600 

challenge-see Challenge of Registration 
at time of registration, § 5-218 
after registration, § 5-220 

change 0' residence ,orm, §5-210{6-aJ 
check of registrants, door to door, § 5-710 

mail, § 5-712 
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continuation after failure to vote, § 5-406 
correctioll8-see records, below 
dates, §§ 5-200, 5-202 
denial, voter's recourse, §§ 5-224, 16-108 
election district altered, § 5-610 
exclusion from voting. §§ 5-106, 5-700 
hours, §§ 5-200, 5-202 
identification cards (optional), § 5-214 
illiterate voter, § 5-216 
information required from applicant, §§ 5-210, 5-500 

j'udicial proceedings, §§ 5-204, 5-402, 16-108 
isla, certify, § 5-606 

furnish for local repstration, § 5-502 
persons registered m wrong district, § 5-226 
puhlish; deadline, §§ 5-602, 5-604 
sale of, § 5-602 
send to party officials and State Board of Elections, §§ 5-602, 5-604 
use for other elections, §§ 5-612, 15-118(6) 

locked receptocles, state agencies, §5-2IJ(5) 
use of computer lists 
local, bipartisan, § 5-202(2) 

blank registration recorda, §§ 4-130, 5-204(5), 5-230, 5-502 
certificates of registration, §§ 5-228, 5-600 
conduct of, § 5-204 
dates, § 5-202 
delay or obstruction of registrant, § 17-130 
denial of registration, unlawful, §§ 5-224, 16-108 
disposition of records and supplies, § 5-230 
hours, § 5-202 

applicant on line at closing may register, § 5-204(10) 
registration rlaces. consolidation. § 5-202(5) 
statement 0 temporary absence, §§ 5-204(3,k), 5-502 
supplies, disposition, § 5-230 

furnished, §§ 4-102(6), 4-130, 5-502 
watchers-see Watchers 

mail check, § 5-712 
mail, registration by 

form, §5-210 
supply post office, §5-210(7) 
use for change of enrollment, §5-304 
use for transfer of enrollment, §5-208 

military, procedure, § 10-106 
see Military Voting 

move within county after close of local registration, § 5-200(2) 
poll ledger, Board of Elections to provide, § 4-134 

closing at close of polls, § 8-510 
Inspectors in charge of, § 8-202 
place challenge report and court orders in, § 8-510 
polling place, send to, §§ 4-134, 5-500, 5-600, 5-612 
seals, §§ 4-134, 8-510 
use at other elections, § 5-612 

poll record (buff cards): 
absentee vote, record on, § 9-104 
assistance to voter, record on; §§ 5-216, 8-306 
blank, for local registration, §§ 4-130, 5-204(5), 5-230, 5-502 
challenge, to registration, record on, § 5-218(4) 

to voting, record on, § 8-504(8) 
completion by Inspectors, § 5-204 
filing .t Board of 'Elections, §§ 5-500, 5-600 
form and content, § 5-500 
keeping, preservation, § 3-220 
missing, voting procedure, § 8-302(3-0 

see Affidavit Voting 
public access to, § 3-220 

see records, below 
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registration continued, § § 5-406, 5-608 
transfer of, § 5-601 
voiding, §§ 5-204, 5-600 
voting, record machine counter number, § 5-500(5) 

record paper ballot stub number, § 5-500(5) 
signature identification, § 8-304 

prior registration, procedure, § 5-704 
see Check Card 

qualifications for voting, §§ 5-lO2, 5-104, 5-106, 5-700 
records: 

see central file registration record, above 
see poll record. above 
blank-see local registration, above 
correction, altered or new election district, § 5-610 

name change, §§ 5-708, 8-302 
street name change, § 5-708 
voter status change, § 5-708 
wrong district, § 5-226 

damaged, unuaable, lost, §§ 5-608, 17-108 
filing, §§ 3-220, 5-600 
form and content, § 5-500 
other elections, use for, §§ 5-612, 15-118(6) 
permanent disability, note on, § 8-400 
physically disabled voters, § 5-601 
preservation, destruction, § 3-220 
public access, inspection, § 3-220 
uniformity, §§ 3-102, 5-500(7) 
voided, §§ 3-220, 5-204, 5-600 

refusal by Inspectors, § 5-204(3-e) 
see denial, above 
preservation of records, § 3-220(3) 

reinstatement, § 5-406 
apply to court for, § 5-402 

reports, change of voter status, § 5-708 
required for certain elections, §§ 1-102, 5-100 
reregistration if records destroyed, § 5-608 
special federal, procedure, § 11-202 et seq. 
special town elections, § 5-612 
state agency assisted, §5-211 
temporary absence, statement of, §§ 5-104, 5-204(3-k), 5-222, 5-502 
transfer by moved voter, §§ 5-208, 5-210 
verification at polling place, § 8-302 
veterans' hospital, procedure, § 5-212 
village elections, § 15-118 
violations of elective franchise: 

delay or obstruction of registrant, § 17-130 
duress or intimidation, § 17-150 
false registration, §§ 5-2lO, 17-lO4, 17-lO8, 17-114 
inducement to election officer, § 17-102 
information, false or failure to furnish, § 17-114 
lists, willful destruction, mutilation, loss, § 17-108 
promise or payments, § 17-142 
records, willful damage, destruction, loss, § 17-108 

voter's poll record missing, § 8-302(3-0 
see Affidavit Voting 

voter's status, change, reports, § 5-708 
wrong district, § 5-226 

Religion: 
elections barred on Saturdsys or Sundays, § 8-100 
local registration, restrictions, § 5-202 
scruples, polling place, voter absentee, § 11-300 
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Removal from office: 

Commissioners of Elections, § 3-200 
Inspectors and Poll Clerks, § 3-416 
judicial review, § 16-118 
party committee member or officer, §§ 2-116, 16-U8 

Residence: 
see Challenge 
see Investigation 
absence, temporary, §§ 5-104, 5-204, 5-222, 5-502 
Aaaembly District Leader, § 2-110 
change form, §5-21fX6-oJ 
county committee member, § 2-104 
defined, § 1-104(22) 
door to door cbeck, § 5-710 
enter on registration record, § 5-500 
entitlement to special enrollment, § 5-308(1-c) 
false, §§ 17-102(4), 17-104 
gaining or losing, § 5-104 
mail check, § 5-712 
moving within county after local registration, § 5-200 
qualification oath, § 8-504 
qualification to register and vote, § 5-102 
special federal voter, § 11-200 
special presidential voter, § 11-102 
state committee member, § 2-102 
transfer of registration and enrollment, § 5-208 
verifying, §§ 5-710, 5-712 

see Investigation 

Results. returns: 
generally, Art. 9, Canvass of Results 
see Canvass 
destroying or delaying, § 17-170 
false, §§ 17-102(12), 17-136 
unofficial, election night, report, § 9-126 

Rotation on ballot: 

New York City, § 7-116(6) 

Rules and regulations: 

see Party 
Boards of Elections may adopt as to petitions, § 6-154 
State Board of Elections may adopt, §§ 3-102(1), 14-102, 14-108, 14-110, 

16-116 

Runoft' primary: 

New York City, §§ 6-162, 8-100, 16-116 

Sale: 
enrollment lists, § 5-604 
property, § 3-220 
registration lists, § 5-602 

Semple bellots: 
see Ballots, Sample 

Schenectady county: 
Commissioner' terms, § 3-202 
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School district electioDs: 
New York City, Board of Elections to conduct-see Educ Law, § 2590-b 
registration, use county records, § 5-612 
voting machines, rental, § 3-224 

Secrecy: 
enrollment, §§ 4-132(1-c), 5-300(4), (5), (6) 
voting, §§ 7-202, 8-202(2), 8-300(2), 8-306(4), (5), 8-312, 17-126 

Secretary of state, department of state: 

county officers, elected, receive list, § 9-214 
keep record of, § 9-220 

special federal voters' applications received by. §§ 11-202, 11-216 

Senator, state: 
baUot, unlimited lines on, §7-104(6) 
election: 

canvass, determination, notification, §§ 9-214, 9-216 
contested, § 3-222 

legislature is judge of its members' elections, see State Constitution, 
Art_ III, § 9 

qualifications, term-State Constitution, Art. III 
vacancy-see Public Officers Law. § 42 

Senator, United States: 

election: 
canvass, determination, notification, §§ 9-214. 9-216 
contested. Senate is judge of its members' elections-U.S. Constitution, 

Art. 1, § 5 
qualifications-U.S. Constitution, Art. It § 3 
term, § 12-200 
vacancy-see Public Officers Law, § 42 

Sexes: 
equal representation in party positions, party rules may provide for: 

Assembly District Leaders, § 2-110 
county committee, § 2-104 
national convention delegates, § 2-122 
state committee, § 2-102 

New York City, ballot position, § 7-116(6) 
gender, use in Election Law, § 1-104(14) 
list separately on petition and ballot, §§ 2-102, 2-104, 2-110, 2-122, 7-116 

She.lIf: 

see Law Enforcement Agency 

Signature, voter's: 

absentee ballot envelope, §§ 7-122(5), 9-104 
identification of, when voting, § 8-304 
military ballot envelope, §§ 7-123(3), 9-104 
registration, local, § 5-204 

mail, § 5-210 
transfer, § 5-208 

signed wrong line on poll record, § 8-304(4) 
unable to sign, when registering, § 5-216 

when voting, § 8-304 
village elections, § 15-118 
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Signatures on petitions: 
eligibility to sign: 

designating petition, § 6-136(1), (2) 
independent nominating petition, § 6-138(1) 
op'portunity to ballot petition, § 6-164 
village petition, § 15-108(3-a), (4) 

number required: 
designating petition, § 6-136 
independent nominating petition, § 6-142 
opportunity to ballot petition, § 6-164 
village petition, §§ 15-108(3-b), 15-108(6) 

Smoking: 
prohibited in church or school, § 5-204 

Special districts: 
see School Districts 
applicability of Election Law, §§ 1-102,5-100 
voting machines, rental, § 3-224 

Special elections: 
absentee voti~g permitted. § 8-400 
calendar, deadlines, § 6-158 or Art. 13 
canvass by Board of Elections. § 9-206 

affidavit ballots, § 9-209 
completion, § 9-214 
recanv~ § 9-208 

canvass by State Board of Canvassers, § 9-216 
date, see proclamation, below 
hours, § 8-100 
locsl question on ballo~ § 4-108 
military voting permitted. § 10-104 
notice. publication, §§ 4-120, 4-122 
party nominations. § 6-114 
petition, independent nominating, first day to sign, § 6-138(4) 
proclamation, certification, § 4-106 

see Public Officers Law, § 42 
special federal voters may vote in, § 11-210 
village, §§ 15-106, 15-118 

Special federal voters: 
generally, § 11-200 et seq. 
application for registration and ballot 

color, distinctive, § 11-202(2-b) 
deadline for filing, § 11-202(I-a) 
forwarding to appropriate Board of Elections, § 11-216 
processing, § 11-204 
see federal postcard, below 

ballot 
application, deadline for filing, § 11-202(I-b) 

mail to all registrants, § 11-210 
deadline for mailing to voter, § 11-204(4) 

send by air mail, § 11-214 
delivery to polling place, § 11-212 
form of ballot and envelopes, § 7-124 

cancellation of registration, § 11-208 
canvass, by Inspectors, §§ 9-102, 9-104, 9-108, 9-110 

ballot return, include federal ballots in, § 9-104 
alternate method of, §§ 9-209, 11-212 
recanvass, § 9-208 

cballenge, § 8-506 
Election Law, general provisions applicable, §§ 11-202, 11-218 
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enrollment, § 11-202 
federal postcard, acceptable for registration, § 11-204(3) 

send state registration form with ballot, § 11-204(4) 
ballot not counted if state form not returned, § 11-212 

list of voters, § 11-204(5) 
primary, eligibility to vote in, § 11-200 
qualifications for voting, § 11-200 
registration, § 11-202 

cancellation, § 11-208 
records, central and poll, § 11-206 

special election for Congress, § 11-210 

Special presidential voters: 
generally, § 11-102 et seq. 
ballots: 

applications for, § 11-104 
processing" by Board of Elections, § 11-106 

challenge to, § 8-506 
deadline for receipt by Board of Elections, §§ 7-125(4), 11-110 
examination and casting by Inspectors, § 9-104 
form, § 7-125 

ballot return by Inspectors, § 9-104 
canvass, by Inspectors, §§ 9-102, 9-108, 9-110 

alternate method, §§ 9-209, 11-110 
recanvass, § 9-208 

Election Law, general provisions applicable, § 11-112 
list of voters, §§ 11-106, 11-108 
qualifications, § 11-102 

State Board of Canvassers: 
generally, § 9-216 
reconvene, § 9-218 

State board of electioDs: 
generally, § 3-100 et seq. 
see Campaign Receipts and Expenditures 

Canvass 
Forms. prescribe or approve 

Boards of Elections, annual reports, file with, § 3-212 
keep records as prescribed by, § 3-212 
procedures sul?iect to, § 3-102 

Canvassers, State Board of, generally, § 9-216 
certify: 

candidates, general elections, § 4-112 
primary, § 4-110 
winning, certain, determine and certify, § 9-216 

constitutional amendments and questions. § 4-108 
offices to be filled, § 4-106 
special elections, § 4-106 
vacancies, § 4-106 

Commissioners; terms, § 3-100 
constitutional amendments and questions, certify, § 4-108 

publish, § 4-116 
convention rolls, compile and transmit, § 9-202 
disaster. additional day for voting. determine, § 3-108 
Election Law, amendments and compilations, § 4-126 
enforcement powers, §§ 3-104, 3-107 
fair campaign oode, § 3-106 
forms, prescribe or approve-See Forms: 
Inspectors, prepare instructions and examinations, § 3-412 
investigations, assist Boards of Elections, § 8-402 

conduct, §§ 3-102, 3-104, 3-107 
local registration, set final dsy, § 5-202 
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maps, publish, § 4-102 
election district maps to be filed with, § 4-102 

notice, give: 
declinations, § 6-146 
judicial proceedings pending, § 4-112 
special elections, § 4-106 
substituted candidete, § 6-148 

organization, § 3-100 
powers and duties, § 3-102 
Presidential EJectors, lists, § 12-102 
receive: 

annual reports of Boards of Elections, § 3-212 
campaign financial statements, certain, § 14-110 
certificates of appointments to state committee vacancies, § 2-118 
certificates of nomination, certain, § 6-144 
designation of statewide candidates. § 6-104 
enrollment lists, § 5-604 

j·udicial convention minutes, § 6-126 
oca1 registration discrepanCies, reports of, § 5-600(5) 
mail check card report, §5-712(5) 
maps, § 4-102 
petitions, certain, § 6-144 
registrstion lists, § 5-602 
statements of canvass, certain, § 9-214 

rules and regulations, §§ 3-102(1), 14-102, 14-108, 14-110, 16-116 
special federal voters' applications received, §§ 11-202, 11-216 
state committee members elected, list of, to state chairmen, § 9-200(4) 
voters' status, obtain federal information concerning. § 5-708 
voting machines, approval. § 7-202 

contract for purchase, § 7-203(2) 
examination, § 7-201 
primary, use in, power to issue instructions. § 7-204(7) 

State chairman: 
see Party Cheirman, State 

State committee: 
see Committee, State 

State convention: 
see Convention, State 

State police: 
see Law Enforcement Agency 
assist State Board of Elections, § 3-104 

Statements: 
see Affidavit, Affirmation, Oath 
false-see Violation of Elective Franchise 
of canvass: 

see Canvass by Board of Elections 
Canvass by Inspectors 
Canvass by State Board of Elections 

of temporary abeence, §§ 5-204, 5-222, 5-502 
party positions to be filled, § 2-120 

Statewide office: 
designation of party candidates 

by petition, §§ 6-104(5),6-136 
by State Committee § 6-104 
cannot be designat.;d for more than one, § 6-104(8) 

nomination of independent candidates, § 6-142 
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Street name change, § 5-708 

Stub, ballot: 
see Ballots, Official, Primary 
absentee ballot need not have, § 7-122 
number on, Inspectors announce, § 8-310 

Subpoenas: 

Boards of Elections, §§ 3-218, 8-402 
Stste Boord of Elections, §§ 3-102, 3-107 

Substitution: 
candidate to fill vacancy; certificate; consent. § 6-148 

Suffolk county: 
special provisions, generally. § 3-504 
election districts, § 4-100 
equipment for registration and polling places. § 4-132 
primary election hours, § 8-100 

Supplies and equipment: 
delivery, §§ 4-128, 4-130, 4-134 
elections. disposition of, § 9-124 

furnished for, §§ 4-128, 4-132, 4-134, 8-102 
expenses, §§ 4-136, 4-138 
local registration, disposition of, § 5-230 

furnished for, §§ 4-130, 4-132, 5-204, 5-502 

Supreme court: 
see Candidates, Judicial 

Conventions, Judicial 
Court Orders 
Judicial Office 

judicial proceedinr' generally, § 
jurisdiction, 16-100 

Tally sheet: 
see Canvass by Inspectors 

Technicians: 

16-100 et seq. 

see Custodians and Technicians, Voting Machine 

Temporary absence, statement of: §§ 5-204, 5-222, 5-502 

Tie vote: 
at primary. fillins. vacancy caused by, § 6-148 
village elections, § 15-126 

Time: 
allowed in votinJ! booth, §§ 8-300(3), 8-312(1) 
dates. election, § 8-100 
registration, §§ 5-200, 5-202, 5-208, 5-210 

militsry, § 10-106 
veterans, hospitalized, § 5-212 

deadlines-see specific topics; see Filing of Papers 
disaster, additional day of election, § 3-108 
hours, election, § 8-100 

on line at cl08~, may vote, § 8-104 
hours, registration, §§ 5-200, 5-202 
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on line at closing, may register, § 5-204(10) 
time off to vote, § 3-ll0 

denial, § 17-ll8 

Town: 
canvass, return of supplies, § 9-124 
election districts, §§ 4-100, 4-102 
election expenses, §§ 4-136, 4-138 
may publish, list of polling places, § 4-120 

list of registration places, §§ 4-ll9, 5-202(5) 
offices, party nominations, § 6-108 
questions. canvass of. § 9-206 
voting machines. may rent to others, § 3-224 

Town clerk: 
certify oflices to be filled, § 4-106 
certify local questions to be on ballot, § 4-108 
Election Law, compilation. receive, § 4-126 
emergency ballots, prepare, § 7-120 
notify Board of Elections of street name change, § 5-708 
supplies and equipment, §§ 4-128, 4-130, 4-132, 4-134 
vacancy in elective office, certify, § 4-106 

Uncontested office: 
defined, § 1-104(10) 
judicial proceedings, § 16-102 
primary election: 

deemed nominated or elected without balloting, § 6-160(3) 
omit from ballot, §§ 7-102, 7-ll4(I-d) 
petition for opportunity to ballot, §§ 6-164, 6-166 
polling place not open, § 8-100(3) 

Unofficial primary: 
use of this term discontinued; see Caucus 

Vacancy: 
see Vacancies, Committee to Fill 

Village Elections 
.... mbly district leader, § 2-ll0 
ballot position, same for substituted candidate, § 7-ll6(4) 
calendar, deadlines, §§ 1-106, 6-158, Art_ 13 
Commissioners of Elections. §§ 3-200, 3-204 
death, declination or disqualification of candidate. § 6-148 

within seven days of general or special election, § 6-150 
within seven days of primary election, § 6-152 

declination of write-in winner, § 6-146 
in elective office: 

occurring before September 20, fill at general election in same year, 
§ 6-158(14) 

exception-see Judicial Office 
too late for petitions, procedure, § 6-116 

lnspectors and Poll Clerks, §§ 3-404, 3-406, 3-410, 3-418 
party committee, § 2-118 

Vacaucies, committee to fill: 
failure ro list, §6-134(11) 
named in or for: 

certificate of nomination, § 6-156 
by judicial district convention, § 6-126 
by new party, § 6-128 

petition, designating, § 6-132(1) 
independent nominating, § 6-140(1) 
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statewide candidates desigMted by state committee. § 6-104 
notice, receive: 

declination, § 6-146 
drawing for ballot position, primary, § 7-116(3) 

procedure for filing vacancy. § 6-148 
calendar. deadline. §§ 1-106. 6-158. Art. 13 

qualifications. §§ 6-132(1); 6-140(1) 
village elections. § 15-108 

Veterans in veterans' administration hospitals: 
absentee ballot, entitlement. § 8-400 

provisions for sending, § 8-404 
cancellation, § 8-404 
defined. § 1-104(15) 
registration, § 5-212 
spouse, parent or child entitled if accompanying, § 8-400 
village elections, § 15-120 

Village Clerk: 

see Village Elections 
duties as to, generally, § 15-124 

certify: 
offices to be filled. § 4-106 
question on ballot. § 4-108 
vacancy in elective office, § 4-106 

Election Law, compilation, receive. § 4-126 
notify Board of Elections of street name change, § 5-708 

of objections to petitions, § 15-108(10) 
of request for recanvass, § 15-126 

notify candidates to inspect ballot. § 7-128 
party rules, receive, § 2-114 
petitions, receive, § 6-144 
supplies furnished by, § 4-128 

Village elections: 
generally. § 15-100 et seq. 
see Village Clerk 
absentee voting. §§ 15-120. 15-122 

exception for November election, § 15-100 
bellot boxes. §§ 15-120. 15-126. 15-130 
calendar. deadlines. §§ 1-106. 15-100. 15-108(7). (8) 
candidates, designation and nomination, §§ 15-100, 15-108 

elected. §§ 15-126. 15-128 
canv .... §§ 15-126. 15-134 
caucus. §§ 15-100. 15-108 
certificate, acceptance or declination, § 15-108(7) 

nominetions. § 15-108(7) 
vacancy. fill. § 15-108(7) 

conducted by board of elections-Art. 6-Title II 
election districts. § 3-404 
inepectors. poU clerks. § 3-420 
list of offices to be filled. § 4-106 et seq. 
list of poUing places. § 4-104 
party nominations, § 6-202 
petitions 

designating. § 6-204 
independent nominating, § 6-206 

date. §§ 15-104. 15-106 
definitions, § 15-102 
election districts, § 15-110 
Election Law applicable to. § 15-100 
general election. date; cbanging date. § 15-104 

offices to be fiUed. designate and publish. § 15-104 

405 



THE ELECTION LAw 

hours. § 15-104 
IlllIpectors. §§ 15-116. 15-118 
investigations, § 15-124 
judicial Proce.edinP, challenge of results. § 15-126 

review of regIStration and election, § 15-138 
tie vote. § 15-126 

names and emblelllll. § 15-108 
see Names and Emblems 

office. term of. § 15-104 
failure to designate term. § 15-134 
refusal to surrender office. § 15-136 

order, preservation of, § 15-124 
person elected, notify. §§ 15-126. 15-128 
petition. designating. § 15-108(3) 

independent nomineting. § 15-108(4) 
objections, county Board of Elections to rule, § 15-108(10) 
signing. eligibility. § 15-108(9) 

police or sheriff, assistance, § 15-124 
polling places. publication. § 15-104 
primery election or caucus. §§ 15-100. 15-104. 15-108 

not at village expelllle. § 15-108(2-<1) 
exception. § 4-136 

propositions, notice. publish. §§ 4-105. 15-104 
vote upon, method, § 15-132 
vote void if notice not given, § 15-lO4(5) 

publication. notices. §§ 15-102. 15-104. 15-106. 15-108. 15-110. 15-118. 15-128 
recanvass, county Board of Elections conduct, § 15-126 
referendum: 

... Municipal Home Rule Law. §§ 23. 24. 25. 26 
see Village Law. Art. 9 
mandatory, creation of wards, § 15-130 
permissive, to require personal registration, § 15-118 

to have November election. § 15-104(1 ·d) 
registration of voters, §§ 5-612, 15-118 
special election. §§ 15-106. 15-118 
tie vote. § 15-126 
voting machines, rental, § 3-224 

number. §§ 15-114. 15-130 
warde. crestion. § 15-130 

ViolatioD8 of elective franchise: 
generally. § 17-100 et seq. 

definitiollll. § 17-100 
offenses not otherwise specified. § 17-168 
penalties. § 17-168 

see Campaign Receipts and Expenditures 
absentee haIIot. §§ 17-108. 17-130. 17-132 
affidavits, false-see false statements or information, below 
assessment upon public employee, § 17-156; see Civil Service Law. § 107 
attendance.t polls, inducement or paymen~ §§ 5-108. 17-102. 17-140; 17-142 

exceptions, § 17-140 
ballot. official. certein acts; § 17-130 

conceal, destroy, suppress, § 17-120 
fail to deliver. § 17-124 
indorsement, forgery, § 17-120 
marking to identify. §§ 17-126. 17-130 

Boards of Elections, powers concerning violations. § 3-218 
bribery. §§ 5-106. 17-102. 17-122. 17-140. 17-142. 17-144. 17-148. 17-154. 

17-158. 17-164 
canv .... failure to deliver. § 17-170 
false returllll. § 17-136 
committees. party. § 17-102 
consideration for franchise. §§ 5-106. 17-102. 17-142. 17-144 
cOllllpiracy. § 17-152 
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contributions: 
judicial candidates. § 17-162 
police. § 17-110 
polling place owner, § 17-164 
public employee, B.88essment, § 17-156 

see Civil Service Law. § 107 
conventions, party, § 17-102 
delivery. failure. ballots. § 17-124 

returns. § 17-170 
destruction. mutilation. §§ 17-102. 17-108. 17-116. 17-130. 17-170 
disabled voter. assistance. false repreaentation. §§ 8-306. 17-132 
election: 

canv .... false. § 17-136 
cnnepiracy. § 17-152 
miscellaneous misdemeanors, § 17-130 
payment or procurement. § 17-142 
returns. deatroy or delay. § 17-170 

false. §§ 17-102. 17-136 
election officers, misconduct-Art. 17 generally; S§ 17-102, 17-106. 17-120, 

17-126. 17-130. 17-134 
electioneering. §§ 8-104(1). 17-102. 17-130 
enrollment, § 17-102 
false statements or information. §§ 17-102. 17-104. 17-108. 17-114. 17-120. 

17-122. 17-132. 17-136. 17-160 
guardreil. unlawfully within. § 17-130 
unmunity for witn .... §§ 3-102. 17-146 
inducing election officer to violation, § 17-130 
Inspector of Poll Clerk-see election officers, above 
military voter, bribe or intimidate, § 17-148 
misconduct by election officers-see election officers, above 
mutilation. destruction. §§ 17-102. 17-108. 17-116. 17-130. 17-170 
news media support, soliciting. § 17-112 
nomination, certificate of, misconduct, § 17-120 
pasters. unlawful uae. § 17-134 
pernicious political activities, § 17-154 
petitioll8, misconduct, § 17-122 
police. § 17-110 
primaries. § 17-102 
public oflicer or employee. §§ 17-128. 17-156. 17-158 

political assessment, § 17-156; see Civil Service Law § 107 
pubhc position, use or promise. § 17-158 
registration: 

duress or intimidation, § 17-150 
false. §§ 5-210(5). 17-104. 17-114 
inducement to election office, § 17-102 
list or ledger, willful destruction, loss. mutilation. § 17-108 
promise or payment. §§ 5-106. 17-142 

relief recipient, coerce, intimidate, solicit, § 17-154 
residence, information. failure or false, § 17-114 
State Board of Elections, powers concerning violations, §§ 3-102,3-104,3-106, 

3-107 
subpoenas, power to issue: 

Boards of E1ectione. § 3-218 
State Board of Elections. §§ 3-102. 3-107 

supplies at polling place. §§ 17-102. 17-116 
voter: 

coercion, duress, intimidation, §§ 17-148, 17-150, 17-154 
disabled. assistance. false representation. §§ 8-306. 17-132 
obstructing or delaying. §§ 17-102. 17-130 
offenoes by. § 17-130 
recipient of consideration, §§ 5-106, 17-144 

voting: 
consideration, payment or promise, §§ 5-106. 17-102, 17-142, 17-144 
denying time off to employee. § 17-118 
fraudulent document, § 17-160 
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illegal, inducement, §§ 17-102, 17-132 
secrecy, §§ 17-126, 17-130 

voting booth, within, § 17-130 
voting machine, § 17-130 
witness immunity, §§ 3-102, 17-146 

Voting: 

generally, § 8-300 et seq. 
see Affidavit Voting 

Absentee Voting 
Asaistance to Voter 
Military Voting 
Qualifications for Voting 
Secrecy 
Signature, Voter's 
Voting Machine 
Write-in 

booth, black pencil in, § 8-102 
defacing or damsg!ng, § 17-116 
time allowed in, I§ 8-300, 8-312(1) 

challenge-see Challenge of Right to Vote 
court order, §§ 5-100, 8-302(3-f-l), 16-108, 17-160 
dates, § 8-100 
denial, §§ 5-100,8-302(3-0, (4), 16-108, 17-106 
disaster, additional day for. § 3-108 
eligibility, verification of, § 8-302 
enrollment missing or error, primary, §§ 8-302(4). 8-314 
exclusion from, § 5-106 
failure, canceilation, §§ 5-400, 5-406 
fraudulent, §§ 17-102, 17-132, 17-160 
hours, § 8-100 

on line at closing, may vote, § 8-104(5) 
identification, of voter, § 8-302 

of voter's signature,§ 8-304 
illegal, §§ 17-102, 17-132, 17-160 
instruction, at polling place, § 8-306 

on ballote, §§ 7-106, 7-108, 7-122 
judicial proceedings, §§ 5-100, 8-302(3-0, 16-108 
oaths-see Affidavit, Affirmation, Oath 

see Challenge of Right to Vote 
vote must be allowed if voter takes oath, § 8-504(7) 

paper ballot-see Ballot. Official, Primary 
machine breakdown-see Ballots. Emergency 
poll record missing-see Affidavit Voting 

residents of nursing homes, health care facilities, § 8-407 
time allowed in booth or machine, §§ 8-300, 8-312(1) 
time off to vote, §§ 3-110, 17-118 
verification of eligibility, § 8-302 
voter: 

arrested, may not be barred from voting, § 8-104(3) 
delay or obstruction, § 17-130 
denial of righte, § 17-106; aee denial, above 
duress or intimidation, § 17-150 

Voting machines: 

generally, § 7-200 et seq. 
see Canvass by Inspectors 

Custodians and Technicians 
Village Elections 

adoption and use: 
approval, examination for, § 7-201 

requiremente for, § 7-202 
extra and for demonstration, § 7-203 
for primaries, § 7-205 
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sufficient number, legislative body shall provide, § 7-203 
ballot. form. §§ 7-104. 7-108. 16-104 

rotation. New York City. § 7-116(6) 
breakdown. I 7-120 
contracts for purchase of, § 7-204 
counters, if not at zero, § 8-102(2) 
custody. care. cost. §§ 3-302. 4-136. 7-200. 7-203 

lie with Board of Elections in certain counties: 
Monroe County I § 3-500 
N .... u County. § 3-502 
Suffolk County. § 3-504 
may be assumed by Board of Elections, § 3-506 

defacing or mutilating. §§ 8-202(2). 17-130 
delivery to polling place. § 7-207 
distance of other persons from, when occupied, § 8-202 
Inspector or Poll Clerk attend. § 8-202 
instruction of voters, §§ 7-130,8-306 
judicial proceedings, deadline for ballot determinations, § 16-104 

preservation of vote, § 3-222 
locked after election. §§ 3-222. 9-102 
model of. at polling place. § 8-306 
number per election district. § 4-100 
paper ballots. Bupplementary use: 

inadequate space on machine. §§ 7-200(2). 7-205(4). (5) 
party representatives, presence at preparation, § 7-207 
pointer card. § 7-104(2) 
position in polling place, § 8-202 
preparation, § 7-207 

adjusting for group office, multiple nomination, write-in, § 7-104(1) 
preservation of vote on, §§ 3-222, 16-112 
primary elections, use at, § 7-205 
printer device. §§ 7-202. 8-102. 9-102 
protective counter. §§ 1-104(21). 7-206. 8-102(2). 9-102(1). (2) 
public counter. §§ 7-207. 9-102(1). (2) 

if not at zero. § 8-102(2) 
purchase. I§ 3-506. 7-203(2) 
recanvass, § 9-208 

diacrepancy. examine and teat. §§ 9-208. 16-112 
rental to othera. § 3-224 
repair or substitution, § 7-120 
sample machine .. § 8-306 
secrecy. §§ 7-202. 8-202(2). 8-300; see Secrecy 
space on. inadequate. §§ 7-200(2). 7-205(4). (5) 
time allowed in, § 8-300 
use-see adoption and use above 

by othera. § 3-224 
write-in voting on: 

black pencil. provide in. § 8-102(I-g) 
canv .... §§ 8-308. 9-102(2). 9-116 

recanvass, § 9-208 
procedure. § 8-308 
provision for, required, § 7-202 

setting of machine. § 7-104(1) 
zero. check all countera for. § 8-102(2) 

Wagering: 
exclusion from voting, § 5-106 

Watchers: 
generally: 

at electioN, § 8-500 
at local registration, § 5-206 

able to see face of voting machine, § 8-202 
canvass, presence at, § 9-102 
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affidavit ballots. § 9-209 
cballenge. to applicant for registration. § 5-218 

of riJdlt to vote. §§ 8-502. 17-106 
examine ballot bo .... § 8-102 
guardrail. admission within. §§ 8-104. 8-500 
rights refused, § 17-106 

Westchester county: 
not required to publiah determinations. § 9-212 
primary election hours, § 8-100 

Witness to petition, eligibility: 
designating petition. § 6-132(2) 
independent nominating petition, § 6-140(1) 
,,!,portunity to ballot petition. § 6-166 
village election: 

deaignating petition. § 15-108(3-a) 
independent nominating petition. § 15-108(4) 

Write-in: 
see Petition, opportunity to ballot 
ballots. examination and preservation, § 3-222 
candidates nominated by: 

notice to; may decline, § 6-146 
canvass. counting. §§ 8-308. 9-102(2). 9-116 

recanv .... § 9-208 
defined. § 1-104(20) 
provision for: 

federal. §10-114 
on abaentee baIlota. §§ 7-122(I-b).(I-d) 
on paper baIlota. § 7-106(5).(8) 
on voting machines. §§ 7-104(1). 7-202. 8-308 

voting machine: 
black pencil in. § 8-102(I-g) 
procedure. § 8-308 
provision for. §§ 7-104(1). 7-202 
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JANUARY 
1 2 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 
10 11 12 13 14 15 16 
17 18 19 20 21 22 23 
24 25 26 27 28 29 30 
31 
FEBRUARY 

1 234 5 6 
7 8 9 10 11 12 13 
14 15 16 17 18 19 20 
21 22 23 24 25 26 27 
28 
MARCH 

1 234 5 6 
7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 
21 22 23 24 25 26 27 
28 29 30 31 31 
APRIL 

123 
4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
11 12 13 14 15 16 17 
18 19 20 21 22 23 24 
25 26 27 28 29 30 
MAY 

1 
234 5 6 7 8 
9 10 11 12 13 14 15 
16 17 18 19 20 21 22 
23 24 25 26 27 28 29 
30 31 
JUNE 

1 2 3 4 5 
6 7 8 9 10 11 12 
13 14 15 16 17 18 19 
20 21 22 23 24 25 26 
27 28 29 30 

1993 

5 M T W T F 5 
JULY 

123 
4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 
18 19 20 21 22 23 24 
25 26 27 28 29 30 31 
AUGUST 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
8 9 10 11 12 13 14 
15 16 17 18 19 20 21 
22 23 24 25 26 27 28 
29 30 31 
SEPTEMBER 

1 23, 4 
5 6 7 8 9 10 11 
12 13 14 15 16 17 18 
19 20 21 22 23 24 25 
26 27 28 29 30 
OCTOBER 

1 2 
3 4 5 6 7 8 9 
10 11 12 13 14 15 16 
17 18 19 20 21 22 23 
24 25 26 27 28 29 30 
31 
NOVEMBER 

1 234 5 6 
7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 
21 22 23 24 25 26 27 
28 29 30 
DECEMBER 

1 234 
5 6 7 8 9 10 11 
12 13 14 15 16 17 18 
19 20 21 22 23 24 25 
26 27 28 29 30 31 


