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Ukraine: Learn to Discern in Schools

GOAL

Support the next generation of Ukrainian media consumers to navigate complex
information spaces, detect false information, avoid being manipulated, and make

informed decisions. P

o Piloted in 50 schools in Ukraine, reaching approximately il 3

5,425 students in 8" and 9" grade /, S
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o Integrated media and information literacy skills into TR e

existing curricula, not a standalone course :
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o Trained educators on teaching media and information literacy sy /

components of revised curriculum y .4

o Based on the successful Citizen Media Literacy Project
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Ukrianian Students’ Information Space

o Survey of 858 students to examine media consumption habits.

o Students who participated in our survey spend more than twice as much time per day on
social networks than they do using traditional media sources.




What social networks do students use?

v

YouTube is the most popular for general usage and for receiving O

news.
What social networks you What social networks do you use to receive
use at least once a week? news about events in Ukraine and the world?

O T

O

39.9

Despite a ban on Russian social media networks in Ukraine, 45% of students still
use Vkontakte at least once a week.




Closer Look at YouTube

YouTube can be an excellent
: of respondents receive educational resource, but its algorithms
M 2in5 —_ . -
news through YouTube. prioritize what is entertaining, not what

IS accurate.

{(

YouTube’s

search and recommender algorithms
are misinformation engines.!

— Zeynep Tufekci, University of North Carolina
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Case Study: YouTube

o If you search “MH-17" on YouTube's
homepage, of the first 7 results; one will be
a documentary from Kremlin-controlled
RT; one is a conspiracy theory video
claiming that the disaster was a false flag
attack by Ukrainian forces; and one will be
a video from a pro-separatist American
video-maker.

o When you click on any of the conspiracy
theory videos, similar videos will be
recommended to you and appear on your
YouTube homepage.

Story. Exploring possible causes of the tragedy.
674K views * 3y years ago

Ims= abo e tragedy of MH17: https//rtd.rt.com/tags/mh17/ Three months after Malaysia
ight MH17 t

0 Cause of MH1 7 crash by Dutch Safety Board

CGTNAme * 6.6M views * 2 years ago

» geptsd  The crash of t MH17 7 July 2014 was caused by the detonation of a IN314M-type warhead
i BPR

from the easten

60 Mlnutes Australia: MH17

es Australia @ 41K views * S months ago

HOTSPOTS S2-E8

,..;; bR S “Bodies everywhere you Iook - the shooting down of MH17
Sky News @ 10K views * 1 month a

e died when aysian Airlines flight MH17 was blown out of the sky by a missile. StuartRa

MH17 FULLY EXPOSED! You Won't Believe The SHOCKING TRUTH About

the Ukralne FALSE FLAG
orbettrepo 1M views * 4 years ago

SHOW NOTES AND MP3: http://www.corbettreport.com/?p=11947 When Malaysia Airlines Flight 17
td 17,2014

Video about the Dutch Safety Board's investigation into the causes of the crash of flight MH17 on 17
2034 L

| GRAPHIC MH17 Unreleased footage & report (18 July 2014) from the
morning after MH17 was shot down..

Patrick Lancaster * 19K views * 3 years ago
PLEASE REMEMBER | AM AN INDEPENDENT

LEAS JOURNALIST THEREFOR ONLY FUNDED BY YOU MY
VIEWERS. PLEASE




Media Literacy among students

o When presented with a false information on social media,

) )

one in sixty-six one in seventeen

said they would cross check
the information

said they would look for a
primary source
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Media Literacy among students

Only 39% of students could correctly differentiate between
opinions, facts with a source and facts without a source.

39%
o0

"

Half of the people said they have NEVER
encountered a piece of information that
they believe to be untruthful.
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Learn to Discern in Schools: Working groups

We created working groups to develop training
materials for teachers: lesson plans, detailed
exercises and tasks, presentations, materials for
distribution to students.

¥ 15 Members:
q ‘@\. =
University professors %{_%
@l ] " e
_[81 Media literacy experts




Five Subjects Selected for Media Literacy Integration

History of Ukraine
World History

Manipulated narratives of historical events often The core pillar of these subjects is work
used to color modern civic issues. with texts of all styles.

Channels for integration: Channels for integration:

Work with historical sources and interpretations Analysis of messages, narratives (media
(films, blogs, web pages, scientific papers, messages), language manipulations, work
articles, political image-making) with facts/influence of text ideas

Art

Visual context has predominant role in modern
consumption, including manipulation through
emotions, “eyewitnesses,” video testimonies,

music, etc.

Channels for integration:
Work with different visual content




L2D-S Targets Skills and Ability to:

Analyze and ask questions;

Recognize emotional manipulation and evaluate emotional reactions;
Identify unproven elements of a story;

Use modern tools to cross-check and verify information;

Analyze the context and causes surrounding an event or news item;
Draw parallels between history and the present;

Work with sources of information verification;

Analyze how history shapes our culture and values;

Express and defend opinions using facts;

Search for and check different sources;

Distinguish between bias, distortion, disinformation, and lies;

N NNNNNNNNRNKNH-BKNHBKN

Distinguish facts from opinions.



Arts & Culture Subject. Lesson 8:Television

Ypok N° 08: TenebaueHHs

Ifm—f‘lG"‘:'.‘to
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Ictopis TenebaueHHs Ta oro ¢yHKuUIl, CTPyKTypa Ta BAaCHUKU
TeneKaHanis, UEH3ypa, PeKNaMa, KOHTEHT, UinboBa aynAuTopis

[lara TeMa € OBONI NPaKTUYHOIO Ta BAXITMEOIC, 3 OMNALY Ha Te, W0 KOXEH Y CBOEMY XKUTTI € AKLLO HE aKTUBHAM
KOPWCTYBauem, TOAi NacuBHUM ragadem Tenebayertn. KoxHOoMy rafady 7a KOpUCTYBayy BaxiMBO 3HATH |
PO3yMiTK OCHOBHI NPUHLMNKM poboTy TenebaueHHn, Oro OOMEXEeHHA Ta PU3NKK, BIME HA rNAJAYIE, 3 TaKOXK
nigxoau 10 iHGOPMYBaHHA NPE OCHOBHI NOZIT/HOBUHN.

Ocxinsky y4Hi MaI0Ts AK JOCBIf TaK | NesHi 3HaHHA WOAO TEMKW, HAMAraluTech BECTU YPOK B CTUNI AUCKYCl,
wob B yuHis Oyna MOXMMBICTL BUCIOBATY CBOT yMKMN T3 3HAHHS, 3 BY, 33 JONOMONOI0 JOAATKOBMX 33NWTaHb,
3aB[atib Ta KOPOTKOrD TEOPETUSHOMD MaTepiany SyfeTe OAaBaTH YYHAM 3HAHHA T3 HABUKM JI0 BXE ICHYIOUMX.

= YueHb Ma€ 3HaTH! YueHb Ma€ po3yMiTH: YueHb Ma€ BMIiTH:

= » iCTOPII0 TenebauaHHR; » CyTh TeneBaueHHs, HOro CTPYKTYPRY 12 diHatcoal mogeni »  igeHTUOIKYBATH KOMEPLIMHIA KOHTEHT Ha TenebauaHHi;
E » Mofeni GiHaHCYEaHHA T3 NPUHLKNK QYHKLiIOHYBAHHS; » 3IHIUTWNepesipUTY iHGOPMALLI0 NPO BN2CHWKA

el QYHELIOHYBAHHA TENERIZIMHOND PUHKY » MPAUMHA T3 HACNIGKA MEHINTYNRTUBHKX TENSBIIAHIX TeneKaHany;

5 Yepaiuu; HCTPYMEHTIR, 238[19K1 UOMY BiRDYEIOTLCA TenesiziiHi » ODroBOPHOBATH B33EMOIR'AIKM PaKnaMHoro abo

- » MOKATTR «CBOD0/A CMOaas, «LeH3YPas, TPIHCNAL | 5K NOOYA08aHO TenesnpodHULTRO; NPUBATHOMO GiHAHCYB3HHA 31 IMICTOM TENeaizifHoro
‘:E «KOHTEHT», sMEfid», «LiNbOBA 2YUTODIAx. » ANLTEPHATURHI MOgeni O8'eKTMEHOrO Ta BKICHOro NOBIJOMNEHHS (KOHTEHTOM), 3HaNIZyBaTH Linbosy

T YKPaHCEKOr0 TenebaueHHs. YAUTOPRIIO TENEBI3INHMX KaHania.

2
Rl Al s TR 1llo 1eo5xinHO NIRrOTYBAaTH 0O YDOKY:

A i : e »  MynbTUMERINHIMA NPO2KTOP, KOMN'I0TED Ta eKPaK;

il pozaumxy KOMNEMEHMHOCMed: POIBMTOK POZYMiHKA TOMO, W40 Ha KOHTeHT Ve » NPE3RHTALIO <TenedaueHHmy;

TENEKaHani| MOXyYTs BNNMBATY BK RNACHUKM, Tak | NPALiBHWKK TRNeKaHanis, a Takox v— 0 » BifeO «ICTODIA TenefaueHHRs:

DRepXaBa Ta iHLi 33LiKasneHi CTopouy (Hanpuknag, 6i3Rec); KaBUMTUCE aHaNI3yRaTH » POIRATKOBMIA MATEPIZN BIANOBIHO RO Kiftb i yusia y knac:

KOHTEHT TeNeKaHania 1a 0 inboay ayfHTORIKc; HaBUUTUCE 2HaMI3YBaTH UOMY Ti + <HaANONYNAPHILL YKPAIHCHK] TENEKAHANMS — GNAHK 1A JANOBHEHHE:
UM IHLLI TeNEeKaHanM AUBNATECR NEBHI MPYNK NI0GeH; POIBUTOK BMIKHR NepeBipHTY « <HaiNonyNAPHILL YKPAIHCEKI Tenekakanus — signoaiak
iHOOPMALI0 Ha NPUKNAi 328[aHHA 3 NOWYKY BA3CHWAKIB TeNnekaHania. . «Llinb0Ba ayRUTOPIA TENEBIZIMHIX KaHaNIEs;

» [OMBILHE 338HaHHR.




Lesson: History of Ukraine

Ypok 25. GAKT YU CYLKEHHS?

NocTaBTe BIOMITKY Bing KOXHOTO peyeHHs, YN € BOHO $aKTOM, UM CYDKEHHAM!

QakT CynxeHHA

1. [epesAcnapcbKa pafa Biadynaca 8 ciuHA 1654 poky, D D

5 BcTaHOBNEHHIO AMNNOMATUUHKMX BIAHOCMH MiX YkpaiHolo Ta Mockosigio D D
' Hacamnepen CnpuAno NpasociaBHe BIpOCNOBidaHHA ABOX HapPOLB.

1 XOBTHA 1653 pOKY MOCKOBCHKWIA 3eMCbKMIA COBOP BUPILLMB «reTbMaHa
3, bormaHa XmensHuubkoro i Bce Bilcbko 3amopisbke 3 micTamu i 3emMaamu [:] D
NPWIAHATW» 1 pO3NoYaTK BiHY NpoTy MonbLi.

4 BoraaH XmenbHULEKIIA Nia Yac MepeacnaBcbKol paay NpUIAHAE rpamoTy Lapa [:] [:]
" Mockosil 3 Benvkoto pagicTo.

c Jorosip 1654 poky Aas aMory 36epert CaMoCTIMHICTb YKpalHCbKOT Ko3albKol [:] D
| Jepxasn,

6 «bepesHesi cTaTTl» 3aKpinnioBanu BUGOPY reTeMaHa i CTapLMHK Ha KO3aLbKil E] [j
" pagl

7 24 xoBTHA 1656 poky BInOYNOCA nignncaHHA BineHcbkoro nepemmp’a mix D D
" Piyuio MNocnonautoto Ta Mockosieto.

g 8 XOBTHA 1656 poky MiX Bilickkom 3anopizekum i TpaHCUnbBaHic Gyno [:] [:]
" YKNaAeHo yrogy Npo BIMCbKOBUI coto3 NpoTu Pedi MocnonuTol,

5 «lllBeam noav Npasawel, BCAKO! APYKOW | NPUAZHI AOAEPKYIOTECH, CIOBO CBOE D D
© TpuMatoTky, — boraaH XmenbHUUBKAR,

10 Kozaueki nonku Ha uoni 3 AHTiHOM X aaHoBMYeM BIAMOBUIWCA Bif AONOMOTM D [:]
" weefamy 1657 p. yepes BNACHUI HENOKIPHWUIM XapaKTep,




Training of Teachers

teachers strongly agree that
materials will help them to better
teach

teachers think that new materials
will be interesting for students

agree that materials will create
additional obstacles in their work,
which are mainly related to lack of
equipment and time.

168 teachers at 50 schools have been trained in media literacy and in L2D-S
Methodology

) IREX




L2D-S Implementation




L2D-S implementation: teacher’s feedback

éé

| really want to share my impressions. The lesson was great! Results
exceeded all expectations. Students surprised me with their creativity,
non-conventional thinking and original ideas. All they need is a slight
push, then you can step out to watch and enjoy! It is exactly what | did.

Teacher from Dnipro

) IREX




Evaluation Questions

Did students who received the L2D-enhanced curricula have
higher media literacy skills at the end of the semester compared
to students in the control group?

Did students who received the L2D-enhanced curricula
report healthier media consumption habits and behavior at the
end of the semester compared to students in the control group?

Were there any differences in media literacy skills between girls
and boys?



Evaluation Methodology

Baseline survey Endline survey

Data collection period September 10-14, 2018 December 17-21, 2018
Sample size 4,003 (50% L2D, 50% control) 3,624 (50% L2D, 50% control)
Margin of error 1.5% 1.6%

17 L2D schools and 10 control schools (schools were randomly

Number of schools assigned by type of school within each city)

Control group « L2D schools exposed to L2D lessons
approach « Control schools not exposed to L2D lessons



a k~ O D F

Part A:

Testing knowledge & skills

Media analysis skill

News media knowledge

Abllity to distinguish facts and opinions
Ability to identify hate speech

Ability to identify a fake story

Part B:
Self-report

. Information behavior and consumption

practices

. Sense of control over information

consumption and behavior (Media
Locus of Control)

. Most remembered/interesting lesson in

the semester



Highlights

Compared to the control group, L2D participants were:

Twice as likely to detect hate speech

18% better at identifying fake news
stories

16% better at differentiating between facts and
opinions

14% more knowledgeable about the news media
iIndustry



L2D Students Performed Better on Media Literacy Assessments

Students who Identify fake story
received L2D

lessons had
Statistica”y Distinguish facts vs. opinions

significant higher

scores compared to

students in the News media knowledge
control group on all

media analysis

assessments Media analysis skill

0% 5% 10% 15% 20%

Percent difference between L2D and control group

*



L2D Students Had Higher Rates of Healthy Information Behaviors

Students who
received L2D

Believe critical info consumption is

lessons had useful
statistically
significant higher
rates of healthy

! ! Healthy information consumption
Information

behavior and a

greater sense of

control over their Media locus of control
media consumption

Compared to the 0% 5% 10% 15% 20%
control group

Percent difference between L2D and control group
students




Media Analysis Skill Assessment

Media Analysis measures ability to identify:
* Points of view

* Omitted information

» Intended audience

» The purpose of the story

« Facts vs. opinions

 How media messages are constructed

Students who received L2D-
enhanced curricula outperformed
control group students by

Respondents analyzed a piece of disinformation about spinners
11 % written by the Academy of Ukrainian Press for this purpose.

Adapted from: Hobbs, R & Frost, R. (2003). Measuring the acquisition of media-literacy skills. Reading Research Quarterly, 38, 330-352. and Weber, C. (2012). News literacy

assessment (Report prepared for The Center for News Literacy). Retrieved from http://drc.centerfornewsliteracy.org/sites/default/files/resource-files/2012assessment.pdf.




News Media Knowledge Assessment (NMK)

NMK measures knowledge of:

« Ownership of major media outlets

 Editorial influence

« Difference between propaganda and valid information
« Censorship

 How to respond when exposed to potentially fake posts on social media

Students who received L2D-
enhanced curricula outperformed
control group students by

14%

Adapted from: Maksl, A., Ashley, S., & Craft, S. (2015). Measuring news media literacy. Journal of Media Literacy Education, 6(3), 29-45.




Ability to Distinguish Facts vs. Opinions

Measures the ability to determine . o .
_ The quality of life in countries
whether a statement Is: with voluntary voting is much

higher than in countries that | Fact without source
have compulsory voting
system.

 Fact without source
 Fact with source
* Opinion

It is indisputable reality. Not
being forced to vote is better  Opinion
for citizens’ quality of life.

Students who received L2D-enhanced
curricula outperformed the control group by

16%




Ability to Identify Hate Speech

Please read the title and first sentence of the
article. What element(s) does it contain: Y BiHHUMUI rpy3uH y noTA3i norpabysas |

o _ NOAUHY | BACTPUOHYB i3 BaroHa Ha xoay
Objective reporting

Opinion

Hate speech
Censorship
Fake story
Other

| do not know

NOoOOA~WNE

Students who received L2D-enhanced
curricula outperformed the control group by 3100/ 3anUWIUCCR YinUD | HeYWKOOXOHUG,

] ] q ()/ Runna 15 nucTanana BAeHL B AWCNETVEPE JANOMUNHOMO BOK3IANY M Biksww A0




Ability to Identify a Fake Post

- _ Liboro xnonus 3 cinbcbkoi(!) wkonu Ha e =
Please read the post. Is it an example of: Kioosorsenuii seamm Ao Lo, Bi . Mykduyio Mooy
nepemir Ha BcecBiTHIW oniMniaai 3
1. Objective reporting iHCbOpMaTMKM‘B TerepaHi (304 yyacHuka 3
. 84-x kpaiH cBiTy)! | Npo HLOro HIYOro He

2. Opinion CKa3aB Hi OANH BENUKUA TENEKAHAM, Hi | @ow e 760 ioweas 291 e rompnn
3. Hate speech ofHa Benuka rasera!
4. Censorship MinTpumaemo ioro penoctamu! ) Setaenin ) S i e
5 . Fake StO ry & Natalia Po-lyanslw Monogey
6- Other NogoSacTecs - Bianosicm - 1 T
7. 1do not know @ g&%‘;&%‘iﬂé"mx y

TV BENVME3HUA

MONOQYUHAL  NMoSaumme Ginsue o

‘ Bonoawmunp Heumis
https-/ife pravda com ualsociety/2018/031
91229641/

P e
m‘ LIFE PRAVDA.COM LA

-
N D ()
‘ Hanuus T, tossonTap \'\,il Q) ke) 7

Students who received L2D-enhanced
curricula outperformed the control group by

18%




Locus of Control (Sense of Control Over Media Consumption)

Level of agreement with statements about their own media consumption:

« If I am misinformed by the news media, it is my own behavior that determines
how soon | will learn credible information.

« | am in control of the information | get from the news media.

* When | am misinformed by the news media, | am to blame.

« The main thing that affects my knowledge about the world is what | myself do.

« If | pay attention to different sources of news, | can avoid being misinformed.

« If | take the right actions, | can stay informed.

Students who received L2D-enhanced curricula were 9%0 more likely to agree with these statements

than the control group, indicating they felt a greater sense of control over information they consume.

Adapted from: Maksl, A., Ashley, S., & Craft, S. (2015). Measuring news media literacy. Journal of Media Literacy Education, 6(3), 29-45.



Self-Reported Information Consumption

Level of agreement with statements about applying L2D skills:

 ldentify vicious and harmful media content

« Ask questions when they consume information about current events

« Effectively use different tools to access the information, video, image or other data that they need
« Examine the structure and different elements of media messages that they consume

« Understand the consequences of sharing messages that contain disinformation or propaganda

« Protect themselves from hateful and harmful content

« Know how to differentiate between facts and opinions

* Question why information was created, shared and with what purpose

Students who received L2D-enhanced curricula were 12%

more likely to agree with these statements than the control group




Additional results

« Students who received L2D enhanced curricula were 13% more likely to say they believe
critical information consumption skills are useful in life, compared to control group students

« Students who received L2D lessons were more likely to name L2D-enhanced subjects as
their most memorable and interesting classes

« Girls had bigger differences than boys between baseline and endline in the ability to
separate fact from opinion, news media knowledge, and analysis skills



Learn to Discern in Schools Scaling Up (10.2018-09.2021)

---)

PILOT

O O O O

O

50 schools

4 cities

5 subjects

168 teachers
participate
Reaching at least

3,500 students

YEAR 1 YEAR 2
+100 schools o +250 schools
+2 subjects o 1,250 teachers
participate
At least 450 teachers o Reaching at least
participate 27,500 students

Reaching at least
/500 students

To repeat and exceed the achievements of the L2D program, up to September 2021

YEAR 3

+250 schools
+2 new subjects

1,250 teachers
participate

Reaching at least

40,000 students
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