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Transparent and accountable systems of political finance that enhance the integrity 
of the political process and ensure a level playing field for parties and candidates are 
important for emerging, consolidating, and established democracies. Clearly defined 
and enforced regulations may reduce competitive advantages for wealthier contes-
tants, quell vote buying and the abuse of state resources, and increase public confi-
dence in the political system.

The International Foundation for Electoral Systems (IFES) has worked in more than 45 
countries to strengthen political finance regulation and oversight. In countries around 
the globe, IFES collaborates with all key domestic stakeholders – including parlia-
ments, government institutions, civil society groups and media outlets – to cultivate 
effective and appropriate transparency and accountability measures.

Legal and Regulatory Reform: IFES works to build consensus around necessary legal 
reforms to ensure that the mandate of the political finance regulator and associ-

ated procedures are clearly defined within the legal 
and regulatory framework, and that the established 
system promotes transparency in political finance. 
IFES also provides assistance to political finance 
regulators in developing procedural regulations to 
clarify and expand upon the provisions in the legis-
lative framework that provide guidance to electoral 
stakeholders on how to adhere to the law. This is 
accomplished through encouraging consultation 
of key domestic stakeholders and the facilitation of 
workshops and working groups. 

Examples of this include: 

•	 Supporting the recommendations of the political finance working group in 
Afghanistan for legislative and regulatory reform to enhance political finance 
transparency, and

•	 Hosting a multi-stakeholder workshop in Tunisia involving representatives 
from institutions that played a crucial role in controlling compliance with 
campaign finance regulations.

Support to Public Institutions: IFES assists public institutions with a mandate to 
receive and review financial reports from electoral contestants, and/or to investigate 
potential violations. IFES works with political finance regulators to develop internal 
procedures and manuals as well as conduct training that help clarify individuals’ roles 
and responsibilities and the timing of different activities. Additionally, IFES supports 
responsible institutions in applying effective enforcement of political finance regula-
tions to deter non-compliance and corruption through the Training in Detection and 
Enforcement (TIDE) program. 

Examples of this include: 

•	 Assistance to the State Audit Office in Georgia, including training on how to 
conduct political finance oversight investigations, and

•	 Conducting TIDE training and training on political finance reporting require-
ments for the Independent National Electoral Commission of Nigeria.

Political Finance Monitoring and Outreach: IFES strengthens the capacity of local 
non-governmental organizations to detect and raise awareness of major campaign 
finance and political party finance irregularities. IFES works together with local part-
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ners to develop an appropriate monitoring methodology targeting key areas of focus (e.g., the abuse of state resources) 
and based on best practices in campaign finance monitoring from around the world (e.g., parallel expense tracking).

Examples of this include: 

•	 Supporting the monitoring of money in the mayoral campaigns in Dnipropetrovsk, Lviv and Odessa in Ukraine, and

•	 Working with civil society organizations in Jamaica to raise awareness about issues in political finance and neces-
sary reform.

Research and Awareness Building: IFES grounds its programs in research conducted at a national, regional and global 
level, and examines the interconnectedness of political finance and other electoral issues, such as electoral violence, 
electoral integrity and the political participation of women. IFES also conducts public opinion research to gauge national 
attitudes on issues such as campaign finance reform, the use of campaign funds, funding for campaigns and reporting of 
campaign expenditures and the prevalence of vote buying. 

Examples of this include: 

•	 Conducting a public opinion survey in the Maldives to measure both facts and opinions of the Maldivian voters 
about vote buying, campaign finance and elections,

•	 Research and publication of Financing Politics: the Middle East and North Africa to help identify important regional 
political finance issues, and

•	 Conducting interviews and convening working groups in Tunisia and Yemen to further understand the dynamics 
of women and money in election campaigns, findings of which are included in IFES’ white paper, Political Finance 
and Gender Equality.

The map below shows the 48 countries where IFES has done political finance work.

http://www.ifes.org/sites/default/files/maldives_money_and_politics_survey_final_0.pdf
http://www.ifes.org/publications/financing-politics-middle-east-and-north-africa
http://www.ifes.org/sites/default/files/political_finance_and_gender_equality.pdf
http://www.ifes.org/sites/default/files/political_finance_and_gender_equality.pdf

